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GENERAL EDITOR’S PREFACE 


In the words of Grant Duff the records of the East India Com- 
-pany are the best historical material in the world. Research scholars 
working in various parts of the country would undoubtedly like to have 
this raw material in a readily accessible form. But to bring the 
voluminous records within ea^ readi of scholars would be a super- 
human ta^. While that task has not been attempted, the Government 
•of India has, on the recommendation of the Indian Historical Records 
Conunission, accq)tcd a scheme which envisages publication of the 
•correspondence between the Court of Directors of the East India Com- 
pany in London and the Fort William Council in Calcutta. This 
•correspondence forms a very smrdl part of the records of the Govern- 
ment of India but its value and importance are without question. While 
at does not give the detailed story of every action or every policy, for 
which one has to go to the discussions, minutes, dedsions etc., avail- 
able in the proceedings of the Board, it nevertheless gives a bird’s- 
eye view of the Company’s activity in all its aspects, which enables the 
reader to form a dear idea of the history of the time. This series 
<of records was considered suitable for in extenso reproduction. Since 
the Company’s records of the period earlier than 1748 are not avail- 
able in the National Archives of India, except for some stray docu- 
ments, the series was started from that date. As a first insmlmant 
•it was dedded to publish the records of the period between 1748 and 


x8oo in 21 volumes as follows : 

'Volume Nature of records 

1 Home Department . 

• 


• 

* 

Period 

1748-56 

H 

Do. 

• 


• 

• 

1757-59 

III 

Do. 

• 


• 

• 

1760-63 

IV 

Do. 

• 


• 

• 

1764-66 

V 

Do. 

• 


• 

• 

1767-69 

VI 

Do. 

• 


• 

• 

1770-72 

VII 

Do. . 

• 


• 

• 

1773-76 

vin 

Do. 

• 


• 

• 

1777-81 

IX 

Do. 

• 


« 

• 

1782-85 

X 

Do. 

• 


• 

• 

1786-88 

XI 

Do. 

• 


• 

• 

1789-92 
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Volume 

Nature of Records 

Period 

xn 

Home, Separate (Revenue) 

. . 1793-95: 

XIII 

Home, Separate (Legislative) 

. . 1796-1800- 

XIV 

Secret, Select Committee . 

. . 1752-81 

XV 

Foreign, Secret 

. . .1782-86> 

XVI 

Secret Sc Separate 

. 1787-91 

XVII 

Foreign, Political S: Secret . 

• 1792-95 

XVTII 

Do. 

. . 1796-1800 

XIX 

Military Department 

• • 1787-92 

XX 

Do. 

. . 1792-95 

XXI 

Do. 

. . 1796-1800 


These volumes were to be edited by scholars worldng in Univet'*- 
sities and learned institutions under the general editorship of the 
Director of Archives, Government of India. Apart from the individuaii 
editor’s introduction accompan^g each of the 21 volumes, there is 
to be a general Prefatory Note to be written by the General Editor 
covering the entire series. It was felt that a knowledge of the period 
prior to 1748 when the scries starts would be indispensable to a proper 
appreciation of the hbtory of the succeeding period. The note is- 
therefore to give a general survey of the Company’s history and acti* 
vities from its establishment up to 1748. In addition, it will high- 
light the trends of the Company’s policy as unfolded in the letters now 
being published, in order that they may be appredated more easily. 
The original intention was to include this review in the Prefatory Note 
in Volume I of the series. But the idea has been given up and it is 
now proposed to have a smdl separate volume for the purpose. For 
one thk^, Volume I has become quite buUqr and further addition 
to its bulk was considered undesirable. Secondly, as the Pre&ce is to 
survqr also the period 1748-1800, it was felt that the preparation of 
the Preface might conveniently await the completion of the editorial 
work of all the volumes in this series. 


The present volume, though^ fourth in order of publication, is- 
the first of the series. It had bem sent to the press as early 
as 1952, but in view of other urgent work its printing wa^ 
given a relatively low priority. The unfortunate dday in publi- 
shing the volume and the c^paratively low. standard of prodi^cfion. 
are regretted. 
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The General Editor is grateful to the Commonwealth Relations 
'Office, London, and the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, for permission 
to publish certain portraits and paintings from among their collec- 
tions, and to the Director General of Archaeology, Government of 
.India, for supplying photographic, copies of some of the illustra- 
tions included in the volume. 


T. Raychaudhuri, 
Director of Archives 

.National Archives of Indiot Government India. 

New Delhi, 

^August 1958 ; 
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INTRODUCTTION 


. The correspondence in this volume covers the years from 
1748 to 1756 A.D., which form a significant period in the history 
of India. The disappearance of political unily and administra- 
tive order which followed the rapid decline of the Mughal 
Empire generated various disintegrating forces which accele- 
rated India’s decay in all respects and contributed to make 
European penetration into her politics bolder, quicker, and 
deeper than before.. A careful and comprehensive study of 
these. forces is an indisprasable prerequisite for a correct under- 
stan^g of tile genesis 'of the political revolutions in India, and 
her rapid economic decline during the 18th centiu^. 

Alivardi 

Alivardi was the subahdar of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa 
during this period. He seized the'masnad of Bengal after de- 
feating and slaying his patron’s son and his own master Sarfaraz 
at Giria, near Rajmahal, on 10 April 1740, and occupied it till 
his death on 9 (or 10) April 1756. Southern India was then 
distracted by the evil effects of the bitter conflicts between the 
English and the French trading companies and the civil wars 
among the rival claimants to the rulerships of the Deccan 
and of the Carnatic. By considerable vigilance and tact Ali- 
vardi was able to keep his province immune from the perni- 
cious effects of the southern wars. But Bengal suffered much 
from the repeated onslaughts of the triumphant Maratha im- 
perialism of the time and from the insurrections of the Afghans, 
both of which caused a tremendous strain on its government 
traders common people. The government of Alivardi was 
only partially successful in combating these evils. His death 
was, however, followed by general disorder which emboldened 
the European trading companies to interfere in the politics of 
Bengal just as they had been doing in southern India during 
the preceding few years. 

Economically the period was brighter than what was to 
follow after Plassey. But the signs of the coming diange had 
already appeared and the main lines of economic decline re- 
sulting from the prevailing political troubles were discernible; 
the situation after 1757 only hasteoed the process. 

I 


X25 DofA 


n INTRODUCTION . . 

Bengal, rich in varied resources, naturally excited the 
cupidity of the Marathas who were then invading and plunder** 
ing different parts of India. Wh^ the ambition of Raghujlf 
Bhonsle I of Berar, virtually an independent chief, to dominate i 
the affairs of his master, Shahu, at S'atara, had been foiled by > 
the superior tactics and ability of Baji Rao 1, his eyes fell | 
upon Bengal as a very suitable ^here for the extension of his-' 
infiumice and for acquisition of wealth by the imposition tit 
chauth. His generalJBhaskar Pant invaded Bengal at the head 
of a large army in the spring of 1742. Alivardi heard of this: 
near Midnapur, on his way back from the Orissa campaign, 
and marched to Burdwan in April to oppose the Marathas who- 
had already reached that town. But taken unawares by a . 
surprise Maratha attack on his camp at dead of ni^t, he re> 
treated tow^ds Katwa, 35 mRes to the north-east of Burdwan,, 
his troops fighting their way tlmbu^ the enemy ranks and 
suffering acutely from lack o£ even ordinary shelter and food. 
Not only important cities like Murshidabad, Hooghly, Burdwan 
and Katwa, but also several localities in the interior of the 
province were plundered by the Marathas, and their inhabitants, 
put to unspeakable tortures. In the course of two dr three • 
months, the whole of West Bengal and part of Orissa passed ' 
under Maratha control. Only north and east Bengal and the ' 
city of Murshidabad remained under the Nawab’s authority. 
The English in Calcutta anxiously watched the movements of 
both parties and took precautions for their own safety. The 
Nawab’s Government, however, made effective arrangements 
to prevent Maratha advance into east Bengal and succeeded 
in driving them beyond the Chilka Lake in December 1742. 

The first Maratha raid was thus warded off. ‘But in the 
meantime early in December 1742 Saf dar Jang, the subahdar 
of Oudh, had marched into Bihar, ostensibly to befriend 
Alivardi under the orders of Emperor Muhammad Shah but 
with the ulterior motive of adding Bihar to his dominions. 
Disgusted with Safdar Jang’s domineering conduct at Patna, * 
Alivardi managed to secure imperial orders for his recall, and \ 
Safdar Jang left Bihar by the middle of January 1743. 

There was, however, no relief for Bengal from Maratha 
incursions. With ambition unsatiated Bhaskar Pant instigat- 
ed Raghuji Bhonsle to invade this province at the head of a 
large army in February 1743. Himself reduced to complete 
political importance and incapable of prompt action, the 
Emperor sought to counteract this menace by persuading:. 
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Baghuji’s great rival, Peshwa Baji Rao, to march into Bengal 
to oppose him there. Alivardi met. the Peshwa in a confer- 
ence at Plassey on 31 Mar(^ 1743 and secured his alliance 
against Raghuji by agreeing to pay chauth for Bengal to 
Shahu and by presenting him with 22 lacs of rupees and some 
costly articles. By the end of May 1743 the allies forced 
Raghuji to leave Bengal with heavy losses; after which the 
Peshwa also returned to Poona. 

The bafHed Nagpur chief did not remain idle for long. 
Early in March 1744, he deputed his generals, Bhaskar Pant 
and Ali Bhai Qarawwal,' to invade Bengal. Realising that 
the exhaustion of his army and of his treasury would make 
an open encounter with the enemy risky, Alivardi now took 
recourse to finesse and stratagem to frustrate Maratha 
designs. Plying Bhaskar Pant with sweet messages and , 
presents, the Nav/ab persuaded the Maratha general to meet 
him, without any military escort, at. Mankarah on 31. March : 

. 1744, and had him assassinated. A large number of the . 
leaderless Maratha soldiers were thereafter massacred by the | 
Nawab’s Afghan troops while the rest took to their heels. 

This perfidy naturally roused a desire for revenge in 
Raghuji’s mind. Next year the rebellion of Mustafa Khan, 
the foremost among Alivardi’s Afghan generals, afforded him 
a suitable opportunity to strike again. Raghuji, in fact, allied 
himself wiA the distressed followers of Mustafa Khan in 
Bihar after- the latter had been, slain by the Nawab’s troops 
near Jagdishpur on 20 June 1745. A number of engagements 
were fought between the Marathas and the Nawab’s army at 
'! different places in Bengal and Bihar, till finally Raghuji was 
I defeated near Katwa in December 1745 and returned to 
Nagpur. But practically the whole of Orissa remained under 
the control of his deputy.. Mir Habib, and roving bands of 
Maratha soldiers were still scattered in different parts of 
Bengal. 

Alivardi’s attempt to recover Orissa in 1746-47 failed, 
largely owing to the treachery of his generals Mir Jafar Khan 
and Ataullah Khan. Meanwhile Mir Habib had been re- 
inforced by a large army under 'Janoji, son of Raghuji, which 
entered the districts of Burdwan and Murshidabad. But' 

*. He was “one of the Mirathi leaders who had embraced the l^uhammadan 
faith and was sumnmed Ali Bhai”. Ghulam Husain Salim, Riyazus Sajatiit 
(English Tr. A. S. B.), r- 347. 
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undaunted by these difficulties, Alivardi, though an old man 
of seventy-one, took the field against Janoji, defeated him 
Burdwan and compelled him to flee to Midnapur, which re- 
mained the eastern limit of the territories under Marafiia 
control during 1747. 

The second Afghan insiirrection in 1748, more serious than 
the first, the reappearance of the Marathas in different parts 
of west Bengal and their alliance with the Af ghan insurgents 
in Bihar greatly embarrassed Alivardi. Some Maratha troops 
advanced up to Thana fort (near Matiaburuz, Calcutta), 
many reached the vicinity of Murshidabad and some tried to 
proceed towards east Bengal. The Dacca factors informed 
the Council in Calcutta on 4 March 1748 of “the utmost con- 
fusion in that city on news of the Marathas coming by the 
way of Sunderbund*’.* Many important centres of trade and 
manufacture were plundered and some goods of the Engli^ 
East India Company in charge of Ensign English were lost. The 
allied Maratha and Afghan armies were, however, completely 
defeated by the Nawab at Ranisarai (or Kala Diara) on the 
south bank of the Ganges 26 miles east of Patna on 16 
April 1748. At this juncture Janoji heard of his mother's 
death and withdrew precipitately to Nagpur. Mir Habib, 
however, remained at Midnapur at the head of the major 
portion of the Maratha troops and continued to exercise con- 
trol over Orissa. 

In March 1749 Alivardi marched into Orissa and recovered 
it from the Marathas during the third week of May. He 
appointed a cavalry officer Abdus Subhan Khan as deputy 
governor and started back for Murshidabad. But within a 
week of his departure, tbe Marathas came out of their forest 
retreats and re-occupied Cuttack. The Nawab fell seriously 
ill as a result of the hardships of the distant campaigns. His 
illness ccmtinued till the middle of October 17^ and the 
Marathas were left free to plunder different parts of Orissa. 
They even threatened the English factory at Cuttack. To- 
wards the end of the year a Maratha detachment reached the 
neighbourhood of Calcutta. On recovering from his illness 
Alivardi proceeded to Midnapur in December 1749 and forced 
the Marathas to retreat. But soon he had to come back to 
Bengal as “a body of several thousand Morattoes had passed 
him (early in March 1750) and plundered the country as far 

K Letter, to Court, 19 November 1748, pare So. 
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as Rajamaul.” Mir Habib, with 12,000 cavalry, advanced 
within four miles of Mur^idabad and in a skirmish with 
Mir Jafar's troops “obliged them [Mir Jafar’s troops] to re> 
treat nearer the city the two armies were then encamp- 

ed near each other and the Morattoes were daily sending out 
parties to bum and plimder aU round them.'*^ The raiders 
then retreated to Midnapur and the Nawab again went there 
determined to stay there for some time so that he might take 
effective steps to stop for ever the Maratha incursions into 
Bengal. But an ill-advised attempt on the part of Sirajud 
Daulah in June 1750 to seize the government of Bihar by re- 
moving the Nawab’s agent Janki Ram compelled Alivardi to 
march to Bihar at once. Old and in poor health the Nawab 
got no rest or peace owing to the continuance of Maratha 
inroads during the remaining few months of the year 1750 
and the beginning of 1751. 

Sorely tried by the hard campaigns of about eight years 
both the parties considered it advisable to come to a settle- 
ment and signed a treaty in May or June 1751. According to 
its terms the Bengal Government was to pay to the Marathas 
twelve lacs of rupees a year as cTumth of the Bengal Svbah 
“on condition that the Marathas would never set their foot 
again*' within its boundaries. The Marathas agreed not to 
march beyond the river Subamareldia near Jalesar, which was 
fixed as the boundary of the Bengal Svbah. Mir^Habib was 
left as Deputy Governor of Orissa under Alivardi and as his 
employee. But Mir Habib’s days were numbered. Jealous of 
his elevation to a high position his enemies poisoned Janojl's 
mind against him. When Janoji came to Orissa in 1752 as 
his father’s deputy in charge of the Maratha infantry kept 
there for defence, Mir Habib was murdered by Janoji’s troops. 

The repeated Maratha inroads produced some significant 
consequences. They not only embarrassed Alivardi’s govern- 
ment but also proved to be a terrible calamity to the province 
of Bengal with adverse effects on the economic life of its peo- 
ple in all respects. There was no qpportunily for the country 
to repair the economic damage as it was soon confronted wi^ 
other baffling problems. 

While the Maratha inroads were a severe strain on 
Alivardi, he was faced with a grave internal ' danger. His 

>. Lttttr to Court, 34 Avgust 1750, para x&f. . 
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Afghan soldiers, who had previously rendered hirr^ valuable- 
services, rebelled against him for various reasons about five 
years after the commencement of his subaMcLTshvp. Their 
alliance with the Marathas added to the gravity of the situa- 
tion. Their first insurrectioU in 1745 under the leadership of 
Mustafa Khan was suppressed after they had been defeated 
by Zainuddin Muhammad Khan, nephew of Alivardi and naib 
nazim of Bihar, near Jagdishpur (18 miles south-west of Arrah 
town, Bihar) on 20 June 1745. Soon after this, Mustafa Khan 
was slain by an officer of Zainuddin. Mustafa’s son and his 
followers fled to the village of Magror, 14 miles west of Chain- 
puf on the bank of the river Karamnasa. On account of the 
intrigues of the Afghan rebels with the Maratha chief Raghuji 
Bhonsle, who had invaded Bihar in September 1745, the Nawab 
formally dismissed them all from his service, whereupon they 
returned to their respective habitations in Darbhanga. 

The Afghan generals rose against the Nawab once more in 
1748. This formidable insurrection indeed cost Alivardi much. 
The Insurgents killed his nephew Zainuddin, tortured his 
brother Haji Ahmad to death on 30 January and made the 
members of their families captive. They usurped Patna and, 
held it for three months, subjecting the people to acute 
miseries. 

The news of these heart-rending mishaps reached Alivardi 
on 30 January 1748. He soon recovered from the first shock 
and made a firm resolve to recover Patna from the hands of 
the Afghans. He started from his camp at Amahiganj near 
Murshidabad on 29 February 1748 and completely defeated the 
allied Afghans and Marathas at Ranisarai on 16 April. By 
the first week of May, he found himself completely relieved 
of the Afghan menace^. The European traders in Bengal and 
Bihar too sufiered some losses on account of the Afghan in- 
surrections. In January 1748 the insurgents plimdered the,- 
butch factory at Fatwa, near Patna,' arid' Sbamsto Khan, iheir. 
leader, demanded “a general tax' from' the 3 'European nations 
[the English, the French, the DutfaHl 'of 40 or 50,000 Rupees.”® 

On account of all these troubles the Bengal masmd did not 
prove to be a bed of roses for Alivardi. Still, by acting with 
'tact arid prudence he maintained ' an efBcieiit 'administrative 

Letter to Court, 19 November 174S, paras 84-85. 

*. Ibid., para 8r. 
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«ystein, and exerted lus authority in all quarters. The Euro 
pean traders in Bengal (the. English, the French and the Dutch 
companies and the Danes, the Prussians, aiid the Portuguese) 
3iad to acknowledge it, and he did not tolerate any infiing^ 
ment of the laws. At the same time these traders were not 
vmduly harassed. They had to make financial contribiitioi^ 
to the Nawab only when the latter was called upon to meet 
•extraordinary needs occasioned by the Maratha raids and the 
Afghan insurrections. Fully alive to the necessity of promote 
ing the economic interest of his province, he encouraged in all 
possible ways the different classes of traders. All the Euro- 
pean traders sought to conciliate him as best as they could, 
though they occasionally murmured or complained when im- 
pedea. In some of their despatches the Court of Directors 
emphasized that maintenance of friendship with the Nawab’s 
igovemment would be a prudent course. 

A 

The firm attitude of Alivaidi towards the Europeans and 
his constant vigil of their movements in southern India saved 
Bengal from being converted during his lifetime mto one of 
'.the theatres of hostility among them. In July 1745 Alivardi ’ 
issued a parwana enjoining upon the Europeans the observance 
•of neutrality in his dominions from Point Palm^nras-'^ This 
neutrality was once violated when towards the end of 1748 
the French at Chandemagore forcibly took possession of the 
Dutch Company’s garden at Chinsura, situated in ilie centre ‘ 
•of Fort Augustus. The Dutch and their allies, the ' English, . 
protested, and the garden was restored to the Dutch in April 
1749, after the close of the War of the Austrian Succession. 

The Relations between the European Powers 

Thereafter the Eiuopean powers in Bidia were apparently 
{&iendly to one another till the echo of the Seven Years^JWar 
reached this land and caused a recrudescence of hostililies. On 
': '*23 December 1754, Gk)deheu had signed a provisional treaty 
with Satmders, the validity of which depended on its final 
ratification by the re^ective home authorities. But the 
interests of the Englisdi and the Fr ench in different quarters 
'^re then too much in confiict to admit of a cordial '.settle 
ineht.' As a matter of fact, a war 'betweein the 'two' powers 
'Was immineat and its formal de^aration 'was on^'^a quertion 

Point Pslmyias i«a piomontoty and a small town on the coast of the Bay of 
.'Bengal to the sonfii of Balasote. ■ 
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of time. The Court of Directors communicated due notes of 
warning and advice to the Council in Calcutta and asked them 
to be well on their guard.^ Some positive instructions in this- 
respect were communicated by the Court of Directors to the 
Council in Calcutta in paras 7-*10 of their 'letter dated 
26, Maitdi 1755. They emphasized i^ierein the need of mutual 
harmony and assistance among the three Presidencies. 
Apprehending that the French might exploit the confused 
state of affairs at Delhi, ^ter the overthrow of Emperor Ahmad 
Shah in June 1|754, to fiirther their own interests at the cost 
of those of the English/^^e Court of Directors asked the 
Council in Calcutta in their letter dated 16 April 1755 to do- 
the needful for the seciuity of their “trade rights and privi- 
leges” against what they described as the “artful designs” of 
the French. After war had been formally declared on 18 May 
1756 the Court despatched information about its course to the 
Bengal and Madras Councils. They asked the Bengal Council’ 
to use all “care and prudence for the future safely of our 
valuable settlements in Bengal” and even recommended that 
they should do all in their power “to engage the Nabob- 
[Sirajud Daulah] to give you his protection as the only and 
most effectual measure for the security of settlement and pro- 
peiiy*'.* Thevrepcrcussions of the. Seven Years’ "War on Indian 
politics were profound. They included two of the decisive 
battles of Indian history, Flassey and Wandiwash, fought in 
the course of it. The British capture of Chandemagore in 
March 1757, followed by the es^ulsion of the Frendi from 
Bengal, deprived Sirajud Daulah of the almost certain alliance- 
of the French against lEe English and thus * improved the 
latter’s position on the eve of the crucial battle of Flassey. 
As for the battle of Wandiwa^, it undoubtedly dealt the- 
aeverest blow to Frencdi political ambitions in India. 

Bengal was kept immune fn»n the political effects of the* 
.southern wars by Alivardi. But Iheir economic influence* 
could not "be wholly averted. The' province was very often 
required to send assistance in the shape of provisions and funds: 
to the south for the successful prosecution of the Company’s* 
military activities. In fact, the needs of the Company’s south- 
ern wars were responsible for the origin about this time of* 
■-one of the forms of economic drain on the resources of Bengal, 
which dev^oped so much in subsequent yew. In December 

. Ltttersfrom Court ,31 Jamianand 11 Febraarjr X 755 >- - 

A iMttrjrom Court, 99 Deoeowl * if 56, ptaat h 4 and *5 
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1748 Alexander Murray, agent for the squadron under Admiral- 
Boscawen's command, requested the Council in Calcutta for 
two lacs and thirty thousand lupccs for Ilis Majesty's service. 
Taking into consideration their other eypenses the Council, 
advanced him only fifty thousand five hundred rupees. The 
“demand!;" on the Bengal Presidency "ntnning so high’- the- 
Council in Calcutta directed the members of the .subordinate 
factories in Bengal to "desist from drawing any bills of ex* 
change" on them a*; they "had not money in the treasury to* 
an.swcr them" and also "to be as spari*=;» ns possible in their ex- 
penses in every respect particulnrly^miildings and repairs”.* 
In Fcbninty' 1749 Captain Thomas Field and Captain John* 
Macnnmara, commanders of the Company's ships the Bot/al 
Ccortfc and the Rhoda, were supplied with 3,000 bags of rice- 
each for the use of the garrison of Fort St. David.® Fort St. 
George and Fort St. David also .•■.ocured .supply of gunpowder* 
and soldiers from Bengal.* The protracted wars in the south* 
could not but produce adverse ciTects on the economic condi* 
tion of Pcnin.sulnr India as also to .some extent on that of other' 
part*;. The troubles on the south-eastern coast had "greatly 
detrimented if not entirely ruined the markets there” so that. 
r>omc good.s sent there from Bengal had remained unsold for 
lljree or four years** The owners of tlicse goods incurred a 
lo.ss of forty or fifty per cent. So the Council in Calcutta 
permitted Uic Bengal ships to touch at ports other than Fort 
St. George or Fort St. David, where the scarcity of boats was; 
an additional inconvenience. In June 1755 the Council at 
Fort St. George complained that the practice was against a 
standing order of the Company issued in 1734 and that it badly 
airccted the Company's customs. The Council in Calcutta, 
hod already requested the Court of Directors not to enforce 
that standing order “till the times by a more favourable turn 
admit” of their "complying with the tenour thereof”.® They* 
again requested the Court in 1755 to "take this affair once more* 
Into serious consideration” and "to reverse the orders” they 
had pas.scd prohibiting this practice.® 

Mutual Intercourse and co-operation among all the Presi- 
dencies in all spheres was very much needed, and frequently." 


*. ’Letter to Court, aa December I74*» P»«* P-*T. 
*. Letter to Court, it February 1749. para a. 

•. iMter to Court, l6 Januanr 175a, paras 5.R. 

*. Letter to Court, 3 September 1753, para 87. 
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.stressed. In fact, assistance rendered by one Presidency to 
another in critical xnoxnentS' h&d much to do in turning tbe 
in favour of the English. There are copious references in con- 
temporary records to the frequent despatch of reinforcements 
in. men, money and provisions from Bengal to the other 
Presidencies during the wars in Peninsular India. 

European ForUjications and the Nawdbs of Bengal 

The European trading companies (the English, the French 
•and the Dutch) began the construction of ^fortified^ settlements 
in Bengal dprmg the end of the 17th century and the beginning 
of the 18th century, chiefly as a measure of security against 
possible political disorders in the country. The English 
also believed that such a "show of power” was "the best way 
id keep the English in India free from the Natives’ Insults and 
will most effectually keep off Piscashes [presents] the Conse- 
quence of most quarrells”.' As a precaution against the re- 
percussions of the political troubles during the Persian incur- 
.sion of 1738-39, the Maratha incursions into Bengal from 1742 
onwsfrds, and the wars in the Deccan, the Court of Directors 
and the Council in Calcutta thought it highly necessary to 
strengthen their fortifications in Bengal. In June 1748 the 
Court sent instructions to the Council in Calcutta "in Order to 
put the Company’s Possessions and Estate in Bengal in as per- 
fect a State of Security” as possible. They expressed their 
•desire to "have such necessary "Wtorks set about in the most ' 
Expeditious and Frugal manner that can be conveniently 
done’’* and particularly instructed the Council in Calcutta to 
-make all possible efforts to convince the Nawab that these , 
additional fortifications in Calcutta were "calculated only for I 
Self-Defence” and "Security against European.„^emys”.* In I- 
-case the .Nawab objected to Ihe construction of the~ new forti- 
fications, the Council in Calcutta were to let him know that they 
were acting under the orders of the Court of Directors, that 
they would stop issuing “any Money for Trade” to the pre- 
judice of his revenues and the trade of the province in general, 
a'nd that the King of England **having the Protection of the 
•Company greatly at heart, as they may perceive by the Strong 
Force he hath sent to the East Indies, to chastise the French 
for their Insolence at Madrass, His Majesty will support the 

*. Exttoct from Oentral Letter from the Court to Bengtds 4 Febtuaty.1709. CJL 

Wilson, Old Port W*Biam in Bengal, 1, p. 76. ' 

s. C.R. Wilson, Old Fort VPiUtam tn Bengal 1 , p. ao6. 

•. Ibid I, p. 307 
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Company in whatever they think fit to do for their further 
Security”.^ It was also suggested that if after all precautions 
were taken the Nawab still attempted to “Attack or Disturb” 
the construction then the English would immediately “stop 
nil Navigation upon the River” to the utmost of their “Power 
in every Branch, Suffering no Vessel or Boat to stir whether 
Laden or Empty, except such as belong to European Settle- 
ments who have a right to give Dusticks [dostaks] or Passes 
for the River”.® 

The Court of Directors were sanguine that on the adoption 
•of these measures the Nawab would “soon come to reason”. 
But in this they had made an incorrect estimate of Alivardi’s 
character. As has already been noted, during the Anglc- 
Prench conflicts in southern India, Alivardi closely watched 
the movements of the Europeans so that they might not inter- 
fere in the field of politics in Bengal as they had done in the 
Deccan. Thus, on hearing that the French and the English had 
begun adding to their fortifications in Chandemagore and Cal- 
cutta respectively, he immediately asked them to discontinue 
- these works. Pic often said to the French and the English 
; vakils, “You are merchants, what need have you of a fortress?”* 

Such a view was not acceptable to the English, but practi- 
‘cally nothing was done for the time being about fortifications or 
buildings in Calcutta because the Court of Directors had 
ordered the Council in Calcutta to form suitable plans for 
fortifications in consultation with Major Mosman.^ Mosman 
reached Calcutta in March 1749, but died of fever on 30 April. 
In December 1749 the Court of Directors deputed Benjamin 
Robins as their Engineer-General in India, furnishing him 
with necessary instructions about the fortifications in Calcutta. 
Robins reached Calcutta on 11 March 1751, and on the 21st 
-asked the Council to supply him with the materials required 
for the works inth which he had been entrusted. The Council 
were trying to meet his requirements when he died. at Port St. 
"David on 29 July 1751. In December. .1752. the Court pf Direc- 
tors appointed Caroline J^ederick Scott their Engineer- 

General in the East. Though he was to look after all the 
-principal Engli^ settlements ^ the East, the “primary object” 

^ C.R., Wilson. I, p. 20S. **1110 Strong Force” refers to the e^Qjedition 

-under Rear-Admiral Boscawe.-), wh*) reached Fort St. David on zg 'June- 1748. 
Orme, The History of Military Transaetiotu of the ’British Nation in. Indostan, I 
•jp. 98-100. 
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of the Court of Directors in appointing him Engineer-Generall 
was to arrange for the effective defence and security of Fort-/ 
William. They ordered on 24 January 1753 that the Presid^t 
of Fort William, the Chief of the English factory at Kasim-' 
bazar and Colonel Scott dxould form a Committee to adopt, 
prcqper measures for securing permission of the Nawab's gov- 
ernment in this respect. To make persuasion more effective,.( 
they empowered the Committee to offer presents to the per- I 
sons in authority in the Nawab’s Court to the maYiTniiTvi of:- 
about one hundred thousand current rupees. 

Colonel Scott reached Calcutta in September 1753. He* 
drew up a comprehensive plan of fortifications to be imple- 
mented over a period of several years, as well as a short-term, 
plan for immediate defence. The Council in Calcutta approv- 
ed of the latter; so did the Court of Directors, who ordered 
its execution as soon as possible. The chief features of Scott’s: 
second plan were the completion of the Maratha Ditch, erec- 
tion of two large redoubts at Perrin’s and Surman’s gardens, 
that is, the northern and the southern extremities of the Bri— 
settlement, and the building of stronger defences on the- 
river front of the Port. 

But Scott had to leave Bengal for Madras in response to a' 
request of Saunders and' his Council on 18 March 1754, and 
died there on 12 May. Accmding to the directions left by him.: 
Lieutenant Wells was engaged to carry on his work in Bengal... 
But Wdls died on 18 August 1755, whereupon Bartholomew’ 
Plaisted was entrusted with the work jointly • with O’Hara, 
an assistant engineer. Haisted was soon dismissed from the* 
Company’s service and O’Hara and Simpson, a subaltern in 
the army, were employed as engineers. Under their supervision- 
the redoubt at Perrin’s garden was completed and something- 
was done to repair the line of guns on the river front of tho* 
Fort, though the fortifications were not made sufficiently strong.. 

qiie Court of Directors reiterated in one of their letters to- 
Bengal, dated 29 November 1754, their instructions about secur-- - 
ing the permission of the Nawab’s government *'to fortifye Fort^ 
William vdthout any obstructions or impediment.” They again-^ 
suggested the offer of pecuniary inducements to the Nawab or- 
other suitable persons to the maximum of one hundred thousand ' 
rupees, and hoped that their efforts would be "attended with 
success” because of the advanced age of the Nawab and the * 
depleted, condition of his exchequer. The Council in Calcutta', 
communicated the suggestions of .(the Court of Director's to 
William Watts, Chief at Kasimbazarj in their letter dated; 
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^ August 1755, and asked him |or his opinion, which he duly 
.'forwarded. 

There are some striking points in the Calcutta-Kasimbazar 
(Correspondence. We notice therein a strong inclination on the 
part of the Chief at Kasimbazar and the Council in Calcutta 
to ignore the instructions of the Court of Directors. They 
•daimed that they had a right to strengthen the fortifications of 
Calcutta on the strength of an imperial farman and that the 
permission of the Nawab’s government was therefore unneces- 
t sary. There is also a clear reference in Watts’ letter to the 
'“golden” means of bribing a high officer of the Nawab’s 
government to prevent any possible obstruction to their work. 
It further says that the Nawab had never “taken the least 
notice of the ditch cut round Calcutta” or “any other works 
.since carried on there.” But as has been already pointed out, 
■the Nawab was not indifferent to the building of fortifications 
'in Calcutta. He had tolerated the construction of the Maratha 
■ditch and the fortifications at Kasimbazar because of the 
repeated Maratha inroads into his province. He would not 
acquiesce in any violations of his authority after the Maratha 
'menace had passed away. 

Watts’ contention that the Company had a right to streng- 
then the fortifications in Calcutta on the basis of an imperial 
Jarman, evidently that granted by Farrukhsiyar in 1716-17, is 
.not supported by the said farman. The fortification of Calcutta 
•after Shova Singh’s rebellion (1696-97) had been carried out with 
- the permission of the then Nawab of Bengal. But the troubles 
of Alivardi in 1755-56, of which it was quite possible for Watts 
to be cognisant from the proximity of his residence to Murshl- 
dabad, encouraged Watts, and at his suggestion the Cotmcil in 
■Calcutta, to express and maintain a point of view which un- 
doubtedly amounted to a defiance of the Nawab’s authority. It 
is unintelligible why Mr. Holwell regrets, in his letter to Court 
dated 30 November 1756, that “the favourable moment,” when 
^'everything was in confusion and both parties [Sirajud Daulah 
and his rivals] were employed on their own schemes and de- 
signs”, had not been suitably utilised by the English in Calcutta 

I for the building of fortifications. In fact, during Alivardi’s 
illness both the French and the English began, without 
any concealment, to repair and strengthen their fortffications.* 
The Bengal Council wrote to the Court of Directors on 21 Feb- 
fuary 1756 “of the redoubt at Perrins being nigh completed.^ 

*, S. C- SmJBJBaigal ^7S6‘S7: h Jdvi. 
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The dying Nawab could not naturally take proper notice of these^ 
and Sirajud Daulah must have been occupied in checkmating the- 
ambitious designs of his kinsmen on the subahdarship of Bengal- 
On receiving information from the Court of Directors of the- 
possibility of the renewal- of Anglo-French hostilities, the Eng- 
lish in Calcutta “began to put the settlement**, as Holwell writes,.' 
“into as good a posture of defence as we could**' in May 1756. 

f 

Military Establishments and Appointments 

To meet the exigencies of war or other political troubles the- 
English not only strengthened their defences but also improved 
their military establishments in India in certain ways. Deter- 
mined to make the artillery of the three Presidencies much 
more efficient than before, the Court of Directors issued a circu- 
lar letter on 17 June 1748, ordering, the formation of a company 
of artillery in each Presidency on the model of that in the royal 
service. The offices of the Gunner and of all attached to the 
Gun-room were abolished. A military store-keeper was ap- 
pointed to be in charge of the stores which had been so long 
looked after by the Gunner. A new military establishment v/as> 
also started at the same time in Calcutta and regulations were 
framed for the administration of both. On 25 February 1748 
James Mosman was appointed Major of the garrison at Fort. 
William in Bengal by the Court on the same terms as Major 
Lawrence at Fort St. David. The Council in Calcutta informed 
the Court of Directors on 24 February 1749 that the army in. 
Calcutta would be regulated according to their directions on the- 
arrival of Major Mosman. On coming to Calcutta in March 
1749 Mosman took his seat as the third of the Council in 
Calcutta according to the orders of the Court of Directors, and. 
inspected the Gun-room ci-ew, who were dismissed on 15 March 
because of the formation of the company of artillery. Mr. Roger" 
Drake took charge of the office of the Military Store-Keeper on. 
20 March and on the same day the Council in Calcutta directed, 
the commanding officers at Kasimbazar and Dacca to send to 
the Major a statement of the names of the military officers and. 
a list of ordnance at their re^ective stations. 

In 1751 the ‘regular military establishment’ of the English- 
Company in Calcutta probably consisted of.five companies of 
. infantry and one company of artillery. As a precaution against.’ 
apprehended Maratha onslaughts on Calcutta, the' Council had! 

\ Holwell’s Letter to Court, 30 November 1756, pan 9.. 
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formed on 24 April 1742 a regular militia of the local European, - 
Armenian and Portuguese inhabitants and the Court of Direc- 
tors had duly approved of these measures. On 16 January 1752: 
the Court sent orders for the training of the militia and ordered 
their formation into two companies. A body of militia was soon, 
formed in Calcutta with Col. Cruttenden as Commander.^ Some 
inhabitants of Calcutta having absented themselves from the 
militia the Council in Calcutta decided on 27 November that a. 
list of their names should be affixed at the Fort gates and a 
notice given that for “non-attendance in future they may ex- 
pect to meet with proper resentment’’.^ In„1753 the. militia mus- 
tered 200 men. Evidently the militia had not been formed 
according to the instructions sent to the Council in Calcutta b 3 r 
the Court of Directors in their letter dated 16 January 1752^ 
and the latter asked the former on 11 February 1756 to establish 
a regular militia “for the better defence of the settlement.*’ In 
his letter to the Court of 30 November 1756, Holwell complained 
strongly of the inefficiency of the Company’s militia in Calcutta 
at the time of its capture by Sirajud Daulah. 

Military officers with superior commissions were sometimes- 
sent by the Court of Directors from England to India. But the 
subaltern officers in Bengal soon remonstrated against this prac- 
tice of sending out annually from Europe gentlemen with mili- 
tary commissions superior to their own; and in February 1755, ' 
the Council in Calcutta forwarded their remonstrances to the- 
Court for their favourable consideration.^ The Court observed 
in their letter of 11 February 1756 that in view of the complaints 
of the military officers in the Company’s service regarding their 
supersession they would not send out anyone that 'season above- 
the rank of ensign unless circumstances created a real necessity. 

Anxious for the safety of the Company’s settlements in India 
in case of a renewal of con6icts with the French and also as a 
measure of precaution against any injury to their interests by 
country powers, the Court of Directors not only sent -occasional 
reinforcements for the Company’s army in the different settle- 
ments but also advised the respective Councils to tap useful 
sources of recruitment in India. The district of Shahabad in 
Bihar was one such important area of recruitment. The- 
Rajputs settled there were recruited for police and milita^ 
duties both by the Nawab’s government in Bengal and the Eng- 
lish East India Company and they are referred to in contem- 
porary records as Buxuries (Boksam). 

*. Letter to Court, x January 1753. para 14. 

*. Long, Selections from Unpublished Records of Government I, f. 39‘ 

•; Lerrer to Court, 3 February 1753, para 16. 
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In 1754 Colonel Scott suggested the recruitment of Rajputs j 
<of Bihar.^ The Court of Directors recommended its careful | 
consideration by the Council in Calcutta and tiie Bihari i 
'Rajputs began to contribute .from this time not an inconsider- | 
able quota to the ranks of the East India Company’s Indian ■ 
'.troops. 

The Squadron of Admiral Watson 

Not long after the treaty of Aix4a-Chapelle, the English and 
the French in India entered into another period of conflict as 
■ allies of the rival candidates for succession to the governments 
of the Deccan and the Carnatic. A contemporary, Edward 
'Ives, tells vts that “the French had a far superior number of 
-European troops, and had been so artful as to form connections 
with the most powerful princes of the country; with these 
•advantages they made so considerable a progress, as greatly to 
•alarm the whole of the English settlements and to fill them . 
with apprehensions, lest the day might come, when Mons. 
Dupleix’s ambition might be gratified in its utmost extent’’.^ 
Even after Dupleix's recall, the prospect of the success of the 
negotiations between the English and the French East India 
Companies for a convention with a view to “restoring union 
between them and putting an end to the troubles on the coast 
of Choromandel [Coromandel]’’^ was uncertain. As a matter of 
fact, the English apprehended a quick recrudescence of hostili- 
ties with the French. The settlements of the English East India 
Company in India, therefore, “sent repeated accoimts of their ^ 
•disagreeable situation’* to the .Court of Directors in England, i 
who in their turn petitioned His Majesty’s Government fori- 
military help to safeguard the Company’s interests in India.* 

In response to this appeal, His Majesty was “most graciously * 
pleased to order a squadron of his ships with a body of land 
-forces on board to proceed to the East Indies’’.* The squadron, 
•commanded by Charles Watson, Rear Admiral of the Blue, was 
•composed as follows: 


Ships 

Commanders 

Guns 

•Kent 

Heniy Spdtt 

64‘ 

•Eagle 

GeoigePocock ' 

Go 

•Salisbuty 

Thomas Knowle 

50 - 

Biistdl 

Thomas Latham 

50 

Eridgwater 

William Mattin 

24 

Sloop Kingfisher 

Best Mighel 

x6 


Letter from Court, 29 November T754, psia 55. 
'Edvni^ Ives, A Voyage from England to India, p. 2s 
Letter from Court, 2 Match 1754, para 17. 

Ives, op, dt. p. 2 

*. Letter from Court, 2 Match 1754, paia 2. 

70 aocoiding to Ives. 
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'.The land forces, placed under the command of Colonel 
.John Adlercron, comprised “815 men, officers included” of his- 
regiment of infantry and a detachment of 78 men from the 
Royal Train of Artillery, the latter beipg under the command of 
-Lieutenant William Hislop.* 

Although the destination of the squadron and the land forces 
was Coromandel Coast, yet considering that there might be 
occasions for their presence at other settlements of the English,, 
'the Court issued suitable instructions for their reception. They 
instructed the Council in Calcutta on 2 March 1754 to behave 
properly towards all belonging to His Majesty’s squadron and 
the land forces and to give them “all necessary help and assist- 
.ance” in the matter of money, stores, provisions and accom- 
modation.^ 


Swiss Companies and Captain Polier 


During the wars in Peninsular India the Court of Directors 
had sent to India four companies of Swiss troops, each compos- 
ed of 100 men. Their services were utilised particularly against 
the French. Orme refers to the arrival at Madras in 1752 of 
two Swiss companies commanded by Swiss captains.^ When 
•the French had reacned the proximity of Fort St. David in 1752, 
-a company of the Swiss under Captain Schaub was sent on boats 
.from Madras to intercept them. . But they were captured by 
.some Frenchmen sent by Dupleix on a vessel from Pondicherry 
jind were detained there as prisoners of war. Immediately on 
hearing this news. Major Lawrence embarked for Fort St. David 
with another party of Swiss troops imder Captain Gaupp.* 


Captain Paul Philip Polier was the commander of one such 
company. The services of his company were for some time 
■transferred from Madras to Bengal, most probably in 1752.® On 
11 January 1753 he presented himself before the Council in 
Calcutta and informed the members .that his men were daily 
■deserting that place, and that sixteen of them, some belonging 
•to his own town and enjoying his greatest confidence, had 
.already gone. He observed that the French (at Chandemagore) 
.seduced them by indirect mea-'is and sent them to Pondicherry, 


2 March 1754, para 3. 


*. Letter from Court, 

*. Ibid., paras S-12. . . . ... „ . . . 

*. Orme, A History of the Muttary Transaetsons of the Bntuh 

Jndostan p. 25S* . 

^ LawrencCt A Narrative of the War on the Coromandel Coast, 
». Letter to Court, ii February X753» 6 x. 

.125 DofA 


- Nation in 
P-34* 
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the **open situation” of Calcutta making it impossible for v«iTr>. 
to prevent their flight. He proposed to take back his ofiicers and 
men to the southern coast, where he hoped to take effective 
steps against such occurrences and to render bettdr service to 
the Engli^ Company.^ Polier joined Major Lawrence with 100> 
soldiers on 1 April 1753. With this reinforcement Lawrence 
wished to storm the French camp at Trivadi, but on arriving at 
Trichinopoly on 6 May 1753 found that, among others, one serr 
geant and fifteen men of a Swiss company had deserted his. 
detachment. But Poller and his parly remained faithful, though, 
they unknowingly committed a tactical military blunder. On 
12 May 1754 Polier commanded some BritMi troops as well. 
While he was trying to assist one detachment imder Captain 
Caillaud, the French “disabled one of his field pieces” as alsa 
one of Caillaud’s. Polier’s battalion served in the army imder 
Colonel Alexander Heron during its march from Madura 
towards the end of May 1755. Advised by the Madras Coun- 
cil to return to Arcot, the Nawab of the Carnatic left 
Trichinopoly for his capital on 9 July 1755, accompanied by an 
escort of 300 Europeans and 1,000 sepoys imder the command 
of Polier. Towards the end of 1755, the Court of Directors' 
decided to stop the recruitment of men from Switzerland for 
the four Swiss companies and to put them on an equal footing 
with the Engli^ companies in all respects, except that a Swiss 
company was to be limited to 140 men. Captain Polier being 
the oldest of the Swiss military officers in India was given 
a new commission investing him with the seniormost rank, 
among them.^ 

The Company’s Servants 

The Company’s servants in Bengal were paid low salaries.^ 
But.they made large fortunes through private trade, and indulg- 
ed in various luxuries and extravagances to which the Court of 
Directors were strongly opposed. With a view to maintaining the: 
efficiency and integrity of the public services the Directors, 
sought to regulate the conduct of their servants in all respects.. 
Li 1749-50 they complained of the “spirit of gaming” that was 
reported to prevail among their servants in Bengal. To this the 
Council in Calcutta replied in February 1750 that had they “ever 


Letter to Court, 15 January 1753, para 4. 

*. Letter from Court, ii February 1756, para JT3. 

*. In T7I2 their srlaries. as given by Wilson in his Early Armab of the- 
EngUth in Bengal Part I, pp. 82-83, ureie asfoUoiws: — 

Picsid^t and Governor Rs. " '' — 

Senior Merchant Rs. 

Junior Merchant Rs. 

Factor 

Writer 


Rs. 

t>6oo 

per 

.*» 

annum. 

Rs. 

320 

« 

Rs. 


99 

99 

Rs. 

120 

99 

99 

Rs. 

40 

99 

9 > 
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observed the least appearance of this vice” they would have 
"suppressed it in its infancy” and assured the Court that they 
would henceforth punctually obey their orders in this respect.^ 
The Court of Directors suspected the prevalence of other kinds 
of abuses also among their servants in Bengal. Thus in their 
letter of 24 January 1753 they accused them of being “under- 
hand concerned in the contracts for the Investment.” The 
Council in Calcutta pleaded that this charge was based on false 
reports of a “malicious nature” and assured the Court that they 
would do their utmost to check “extravagant and expensive” 
ways of living among the servants, whose high expenses were 
due to the dearness of all kinds of provisions and not to “un- 
common extravagancies”. They also observed that they would 
regard it as an act of the “greatest favour” on the part of the 
Court if the latter took into consideration the “small allowances” 
received by their servants and did whatever appeared to them 
to be just in that matter.^ Whatever might be the pleas of the 
members of the Council in Calcutta to screen themselves and 
their subordinates, there is no doubt that their ways of living 
were in certain respects not above reproach. Early in 1754 the 
Court of Directors sent to the Council a strong note reiterating 
their previous warning against “prevailing licentiousness” 
among their servants in Bengal, and also forwarded to them 
some positive commands for the regulation of their “morals and 
manner of life.”^ As a luxurious style of living still prevailed 
among their servants of all ranks in Bengal, the Court asked the 
Council to take proper steps to check and prevent it. The remit- 
tance of large sums of money to England by the commanders of 
ships through bills of exchange on the Company led the Court to 
suspect that these were the ‘produce of illicit trade’ and so the 
Council in Calcutta were asked to take an oath from each com- 
mander to the effect that his money was earned through legiti- 
mate means.* 


In 1757 the salaries were: 


President and Governor 
Member of Council 
Senior Merchant 
Junior Merchant 

Factor 

Doctor 

Writer 


Rs. 1,600 per annum. 

Rs. 320 „ ,j 

Rs. 3'K „ 

Rs. 240 „ , 

Rs. T20 „ ,, 

Rs. 288 „ » 

Rs. 4^ » 


All but the Doctors and the Writers also got gratuities in various capacities. 
They had other sources of income^ such as perquisites and profits of private 
trade. (Long, Selections from Unpublished Records, pp. 101-03). 

*. Letter to Court, 25 February 1750, para 8. 

Letter to Court, 3 September 1753, paras 6t and 70. 

*. Letter from Court, 23 January 1754, paras 80-81. 

*. Letter from Court, 3J January 1755, paras loo and izi. 
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The Couft also complained that an “unacconhtable negli~ 
gence appears to have taken strong possession of almost all our 
servants” and attributed to this the omission on the part of fte 
latter "to send the usual and necessary books and papers”.^ 
They again observed in 1755 .that the accounts were not "exact 
and methodical”. Suspecting that it was a common practice at 
aU the subordinate factories to present wrong accounts, and to 
conceal the real amount of allowances granted to the chiefs and 
other important officers, the Council in Calcutta directed each 
factory in 1754 to specify "in the plainest manner and under 
their real heads in their accoimts all disbursements, allowances, 
and charges whatever” for their inspection and approval.® They 
agreed to pay the Sub-Accountant and the Accountant-General 
250 sicca rupees each per annum and considered payment to 
the Registrar of the Mayor’s Court at the same rate, on his 
representation that the new regulations for receiving deposits 
in the Company’s treasury had increased his work. 

At the end of January 1755, the Court of Directors emphasiz- 
ed the need of the “utmost attention” to the conduct of their 
servants at the subordiciate factories whom they suspected of 
being "unfaithfully” interested in investments at the cost of 
the Company. For due control over these servants, the Court 
ordered the immediate formation of a Supervising Committee 
consisting of the President, Charles Mannin^am, Richard 
Becher, and John Zephaniah HolwelL This Committee was to 
"enquire into the manner of making the investments and the 
management in general at the subordinate settlements” and into 
the conduct of their servants employed at those places-® Taking 
into consideration the necessity of entrusting the management 
of the Company’s affairs at the subordinate factories to men of 
experience, the Court made it a standing rule that there should 
be among their servants at Klasimbazar two members of the 
Council and at least one senior merchant, at Dacca one member 
of the Council and a senior merchant, and at Jagdia or wherever 
the Jagdia settlement was shifted one of the "best qualified” 
servants next below tfce rank of a member of the Council.* The 
Court also ordered the formation of a Committee of Accounts 
"to prevent any frauds and irregularities which are and may be 
covered or tmobserved by this loose manner of passing accounts.” 
They, however, felt that for due enforcement of all their rul^ 
and directions, and for effective management of their affairs, it 

». Letter from Court, *83 January I754> Pa« 94- 

*. Letter to Court f December 1754, para 142. 

*. Letter from Court, it January I755» Pa«s 

*. Ibid, pan 63. 
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was necessaxy to invest the President with sufficient powers as 
the “general inspector and supravisor of the whole machine” and 
so asked the Council to attend properly to whatever the Presi- 
dent proposed to do for controlling the servants of all ranks and 
for management of the Company’s affairs. The directions com- 
municated by the Court were to apply to all the subordinate 
settlements.^ 

The Court at the same time favoured the encouragement by 
due rewards of such of their servants as proved themselves 
worthy by virtue of their “abilities, integrity and zealous endea- 
voms to serve the Company”.^ Thus Charles Manningham, who 
discharged his duty as Export Warehouse-keeper greatly to their 
satisfaction, was granted by them a personal allowance of four 
thousand current rupees a year “in lieu of all fees, rewards or 
perquisites whatsoever as E3q)ort Warehouse-keeper” besides 
his salary as a member of the Council.^ 

Early in 1754 the Court of Directors sent some writers to the 
Bengal establishment, and to put a stop to what they considered 
the “pernicious custome of employing black people” in waiting 
business, directed the Coimcil in Calcutta to ensure that all their 
servants were “regularly and constantly employed in their res- 
pective stations particularly the younger sort”.* The Council 
in Calcutta instructed the heads of their several offices to insist 
on their assistants attending to their re^^ective duties from 
9 to 12 in the forenoon and also, when necessary, in the 
afternoon as well as evening.^ 

In their letter to the Council of 24 January 1753, tlie Covurt 
suggested the occasional transfer of the junior servants in rota- 
tion from one factory to another. The Council, however, observ- 
ed in their letter of 3 September 1753 that this practice would 
cause serious inconveniences and decided not to take any action 
until further orders of the Court were received in this matter. 
The arguments of the Council were considered unsatisfac- 
tory by the Court who ordered them in 1755 to put into execu- 
tion their previous directions relating to this affair.* To enable 
all the servants to “acquire a knowledge of Investment” the 
Court ordered that every junior servant of the Company should 
be employed for some time in the kotha."^ The Council in 

Letter from Caurtj 31 January 1755, paras zoi-03. 

*. Ibid, para 95. 

Itnd,para 92. 

*. Letter from Court, 23 January 1754, paras 77 y 
*. Letter to Court, 7 December Z754, para 143 
*. Letter from Court, 31 Janua ■:">%$, para 97. 

Ibid, para 9$. 
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Calcutta accordingly directed all their servants above the rank 
of writers to “attend the cottah every cottah day in order to 
acquire a knowledge of the Investment”, constituted several 
committees, and transmitted to the respective factories relevant 
portions of the Court’s orders. They also granted the Head 
Assistant at the cutcherry the same salary as the Deputies of 
other offices, that is 500 sicca rupees per annum.’ 

Mayors Court 

In 1726 the British Crown established, by letters patent, 
Mayor’s Courts at Bombay and Calcutta, and remodelled the one 
at Madras. Each of these courts was to consist of a Mayor and 
nine Aldermen, seven of whom were to be “natural bom British 
subjects”. These courts were to be courts of record, and were 
authorised “to try, hear and determine all civil suits, actions, 
and pleas between party and party.”* The Governor and his 
Council in a Presidency were to constitute a Gkivemment Court 
of Record competent to hear appeals from the Mayor’s Court. 
Appeals in cases involving sums above 1,000 pagodas lay from 
the Government Court to the King in Council. The Government 
Court was also to be a Court of Oyer and Terminer and to hold 
Quarter Sessions for trial of all cases except high treason. The 
Mayor’s Courts were authorised to give probates and exeieise 
testamentary jurisdiction. The Court of Directors observed in 
their letter dated 17 February 1727: “This Charter being prin- 
cipally design’d for the Government and benefits of Emopeans, 
and many of the Natives who live with you having peculiar 
Customs of their own, we are willing they should still enjoy 
them, so as they live quietly and do nothing that tends to publick 
disturbance or breaking into the settled Rules of the Place. You 
must continue to be as hitherto you have been very careful to 
avoid as much as possible the putting any of the Moors to Death, 
unless the Crime be of a very high nature such as Murther and 

Piracy and the proofs there of be very positive and plain 

When the Council in Calcutta requested the Mughal Govern- 
ment to grant them “power to puni^ the Mogul’s Subjects with 
Death” they were told in reply that “the Company’s Charter 
could not extend to them who were Subjects to another 
Prince”.* 

The Royal Charter of 8 January 1753 remodelled the Mayor’s 
Courts at Bombay and Calcutta in order to remove the defects 

1. Lftttr to Court, il September 1755, para 33. .... 

*. Cowell, Hutoty and Constitution ej tht Courts and Legiuatiot Auaortim in 
India, (sixth ^ttion revised hr S.C Bagchi, Oileittau(Z936),'pp. I 4 -XS« 

*. Bongak Past and Present VoL VIII p. 13. 

*. Ibid, p. 16. 
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«of which the Company had complained. It also created Courts of 
Requests at these two places for the trial of cases “where the 
•debt duty or matter in dispute should not exceed five pagodas.” 
'This Charter of 1753 excluded from the jurisdiction of the 
Mayor’s Courts all suits between Indians “unless by consent of 
the parties” concerned.* It also transferred the power of ap- 
•pointing Aldermen to the President and Council. The Mayor's 
Courts were each to present annually two members of their 
body to the President and Council who were to select one of 
them as Mayor for the ensuing year.^ Thus the personnel o£ 
the Mayor's Courts came to be composed of the nominees of the 
•Governor and Council and were subject to their influence. 

On receipt of the Court’s letter of 24 January 1753, relating 
to the Charter of that year, the Council in Calcutta promulgated 
the Charter on 5 October, and appointed twelve Commissioners 
for the Court of Requests.’ As the Charter directed that all 
suits under five pagodas should be tried in the Court of Requests 
they ordered that the “Zemmdar should not take cognizance of 
any disputes of property under 20 current rupees, to prevent 
the jurisdiction of the cutcherry fZamindar’s court] and that 
Court from interfering with each other and creating continual 
contests between them." Three members of the Mayor's Court 
being absent at the time the Charter reached Calcutta, the 
Council appointed Messrs. Valicourt, Verelst and Fullerton 
Aldermen in their places.* 

Holwcll informed the Council in Calcutta on 6 May 1754 
that as the Charter of 1753 had “put a stop to the application of 
Indian natives to the Mayor's Court in disputes among them- 
selves" they had begun to follow the practice of assigning over 
their notes or bonds to European, Portuguese or Armenian 
inhabitants of Calcutta, which in his opinion was against the 
true “intent and meaning” of the said Charter and prejudiced 
the Company’s 'etlack'° (Atlaq) and commission. Taldng all 
these points into consideration, the Council issued a notification 
that by resorting to this practice in future one would subject 
himself to their “severest resentment”.* 

K Cowell, op. eir., p. i6. 

*• Bengal: Past and PresenU V0I.VIII1 p.x8. 

*• For their names* vide Bengal: Past and Present^ VoL VIII» p- 25 

^ Letter to Couru 4 January 1754, paras 140-51. 

K ‘‘Under the Mohammndan government, fees paid by suitors on the decision 
of ^ their causes; also a fee exacted from a defendant as wages for a peon 
stationed over him as soon as a complaint was preferred against bim*% Wilson A 
<SIossary of Judicial and Revenue Terms, p. 346. 

*• Letter to Court, 9 September 1754, para 40- 
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Clashes between the Mayor’s Court and the Zamindar’s^ 
Court in Calcutta regarding their respective jurisdictions could, 
not always be prevented despite the Council’s efiEorts... One 
such clash occurred in May 1755 concerning a decree passed. 

• by the Zamindar’s Court on a complaint lodged with it; by a 
European and a ‘Fringy’ against another ‘Fringy’. The matter 
being referred by Holwell to the Council in Calcutta, the- 
majority there were of opinion that “as it had been the constant 
practice of the cutcherry to receive complaints from Europeans; 
against natives, the Zemindar might continue to take- 
coghizance of and decide upon causes of property where a.- 
European, Fringy or Armenian were complainant against 
natives as his decision by no means oblige the parties or' 
prevent them from applying to the Mayor's Court afterwards” 
but that “the Zemindar had no right to determine upon matters » 
of dispute between any Europeans, Fringys, and Armenians” 
as the Council “esteemed them to have the same title to the* 
benefit of His Majesty’s Charter, as British subjects themselves- 
while they lived under our protection”.^ 

The Company as Zamindar 

In 1638 the English East India Company had obtained on! 
the strength of letters granted by Prince Azimus-Sfcan, 
Subdhdar of Bengal, the right of renting the three towns of' 
Calcutta, Sutanati and Govindapur for an annual paym<=>nt of 
about 1,200 rupees. For discharging the duties connected with- 
the ‘Zamind**" rights' thus gained, the Company appointed.' 
in 1700 a special officer known as the Collector (or the Zamin- 
dar), Ralph Sheldon being the first Collector of Calcutta. 
The Collector was to “gather in the revenue of the three towrisi 
and to keep them in order”, for which, in accordance with^ 
zamindari customs, he exercised till 1758 both civil and criminal 
•justice through some zamindari courts established in Calcutta. 
The Collector had under him an Indian deputy, styled the* 
‘Black Collector*. Govindaram Mitra held this post for over 
thirty years till he was dismissed for some malpractices by 
orders of the Court dated 16 January 1752. 

In January 1752 the Court of Directors appointed Holwell 
’to the post of Zamindar or Collector of Calcutta, and he* 
assumed charge of this office in July '1752. On 20 July, he' 
charged Govindaram -with “heavy fraude” in the management* 

Letter to Court, 8 December 1755, .para-i4T. 
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of the Company's revenues, particularly in farming out the 
bazars in Calcutta, and moved in the Council that he should- 
“give good security for his appearance”. Omichand was. 
allowed to become his “personal security” for six months.^ 
On 13 and 17 August, Holwell demanded that Govindaram 
Mitra should be kept in “close confinement’’. This was not 
done but Govindaram had lo pay Rs. 3,397-10-6 to the Company’s' 
treasury.^ Subsequently the farmers of the ‘gunge* (ganj)' 
were summoned by the Council and asked whether Govindaram 
Mitra was ever “concerned with or under them in that farm, 
which they respectively declared he never was directly or 
indirectly”. As demanded by Holwell in his letter to the- 
Council of 25 November 1754, Govindaram Mitra took a. 
solemn oath on 30 January 1755 that the “accounts he had 
delivered in of the bazars he had fanned were just and true- 
accounts, and that he had never farmed the gunge directly or 
indirectly”. He was, however, required, according to the 
orders of the Court of Directors, to repay with interest the 
profits amounting to Rs. 4,875 “which he had made on the 
farms he had held by his own accounts” from October 1752.^ 

By increasing the revenues of the Company in Calcutta to 
“a ver}' considerable amount without imposing any new duties” 
and by discharging his duties ably Holwell earned the good 
opinion of the Court of Directors, who expressed their deter- 
mination to support him in all his endeavours to serve the 
Company. Tho Court also urged the Council to examine, 
without further delay, the working of the office of Zamindar 
and to consider if, in view of its very complicated nature 
invohdng the discharge of various duties, it would not be 
ad\nsable to divide it into several branches, each being placed 
in charge of one man. The Council were further required to 
.inform the Court as to which “duties or fines” appeared to i>c 
“particularly grie'i'GUs upon the poorer sort of people’’-* 


The Armenians in Bengal 
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Basra, were captured by the English. The Armenians appealed 
to Nawab Alivardi for redress whereupon the latter “ordered 
Peons on all their (English) Gomastahs at the Aurungs and 
.stopped the boats which were bringing down their goods’’.^ 
The Nawab also wrote a ‘menacing^ letter to Governor Harwell 
in Calcutta charging the English with piracy, demanding 
immediate delivery of the captured goods and effects and 
threatening chastisement in the event of their non-compliance 
with his orders, Harwell , replied that the goods had been 
; seized by a King’s ship not subject to his control, and that the 
French, then at war with the English, had captured some goods 
tof the Armenians, wrongly considering these as the property of 
their enemy. 

Not satisfied with this reply the Nawab adopted stem 
measures against the English traders at Kasimbazar and else- 
where. Acting on the instructions of the Council in Calcutta, 
Wadham Brooke, Chief of the English factory at Kasimbazar, 
tried to conciliate the Nawab through some of his officers and 
the Seths of Murshidabad.® But the Nawab pressed the English 
to give satisfaction to the Armenians. At last some leading 
Armenian merchants stated in a darbar of the Nawab held on 
15 October 1749 that they had received satisfaction i for the 
losses they had suffered by the capture of their vessels. The 
Company also paid a “large sum’’ to the Nawab and his officers. 
It was only then that the Nawab passed orders removing the 
restraints he had imposed on their trade.® The Council in 
vCalcutta felt that they were entitled to reimbursement for this 
•amount. So on 28 December 1749 they summoned before them 
all the Armenians living in Calcutta and asked them to “make 
good the same”. The Armenians replied that they were not 
in any way concerned, and on 9 January 1750 the Council felt 
that, as it was not possible to prove the complicity of these 
Armenians, they could not be legally compelled to comply 
•with the Company’s demand. They also realised the inadvis- 
■ability of expelling the Armenians from Calcutta, as the French 
nt Chandemagore would then readily afford them protection 
.and the English Company would incur the loss of 5 per cent 
customs payable by the Armenians on the export of raw silk 
and other goods to the Coromandel Coast. The Council, how- 
ever, suggested to the Court of Directors that the Armenians 
living in Calcutta should, like the covenanted servants of the 

*. Long, SeJeetions from Unpublished Records, I, p. t 2 

•. Letter to Court, lo August 1749, paras 25-3(5. 

». Letter to Court, 13 January I 749*50 .para 109. 
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Company, the free merchants, and others who lived under the 
protection of the Company’s flag, be required to pay consulage 
on their exports.^ The Court approved, and the Council in 
Calcutta demanded payment of consulage from the Armenians.® 
JBut the Armenians in Calcutta delivered a letter to the Council 
on 21 November 1751 stating that they imported goods by 
virtue of a farman granted to them by the ‘Great Mogul’ for 
which they annually paid 7 per cent duty and that they did 
not use dastaks of the English Company to import goods. They 
requested the Council to defer demanding consulage from them 
till further orders were received on this point from the Court 
of Directors. The Council again referred this matter to the 
■Court of Directors but meanwhile insisted on payment of the 
consulage. In January 1755 the Court reiterated their former 
orders in favour of realising consulage from the Armenians on 
the groimd That they enjoyed the ‘benefits’ of the English 
•Company’s protection. 

Sirajud Daulah and the English 

Early in May 1752 Alivardi declared Sirajud Daulah, in 
whom he lived and moved and had his being, as his successor. 
The relations of the Europeans in Bengal with Sirajud Daulah 
were cordial in 1752. In that year, during his stay at Hooghly, . 
Sirajud Daulah “was visited by the French and Dutch 
Governors with a present equivalent to his dignity”. As sug- 
gested by the faujdar of Hooghly and by Khwajah Wajid, one 
of the principal merchants of Bengal who resided at Hooghly, 
the Coimcil in Calcutta “judged it highly necessary to pay the 
Nabob the compliment required”. Accordingly, the President, 
Roger Drake, accompanied by Cruttenden, Becher and 
the Commandant, visited Sirajud Daulah at Hooghly in the 
beginning of the third week of September 1752. They were 
received there, as the Council in Calcutta expressed, “with the 
utmost politeness and distinction far superior than was paid 
the French or Dutch’’.^ Appreciating this cordiality of Sirajud 
Daulah, the Court of Directors observed in their letter to the 
'Council of 23 January 1754 that they should lose no opportunity 
•of “improving the favourable opinion he -seems to entertain of 
•the English nation”.* In another letter, dated 29 November 
1754, the Court significantly noted that the “Country Govem- 

\ Letter to Court, I3-January 1749-50, para 151. 

*. Letter to Court, 20 August 175T, para 109. 

*. Letter to Court, 18 September 1752, para 112. 

*. Pera 60 
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ment” (Nawab’s government) had “always shown more pre- 
ferable marks of favour to the .English than to the other Euro- 
pean nations".^ In the course of three years, however, Bengal 
became the scen^ of a sanguinary contest between Sirajud 
Daulah and the English. The years 1756-57 formed, indeed, a 
critical juncture in Bengal’s history. 

Some are of opinion that Sirajud Daulah was guilty of 
perpetrating acts of violence and cruelty on the English 
without any cause. He has been accused of unprovoked acts of 
aggression, committed in compliance with what Holwell des- 
cribes as the “death-bed instructions” of Alivardi to “destroy 
the forts and garrisons of the Europeans and to reduce their 
trade on the footing of the Armenians".® But Holwell's testi- 
mony is not unimpeachable. Though possessed of ability, 
Holwell had neither integrity nor veracity. He was accustomed 
to fabricating facts and inventing stories to vindicate his own 
point of view. Positive evidence of some English contempora- 
ries of Holwell, all of whom were then in the service of the 
Company in Bengal (Watts, Chief of the English factory at 
Kasimbazar, Mathew Collet, second of the Council at Kasim- 
bazar, and Richard Becher, Chief of the Company’s factory at 
Dacca), proves that his story of the anti-European death-bed 
speech of Alivardi is a veritable concoction. There are refer- 
ences also in some 18th century Persian works which show that 
Alivardi had no such evil motive as Holwell imputed to him.^ 
Besides questioning the genuineness of Holwell’s statement, 
Richard Becher expresses the view that “the English had given 
Sur Raja Doula sufficient provocation to make him their enemy 
without any need of his grandfather’s advice”.'* 

In fact, a quarrel between Sirajud Daulah and the English 
East India Company had become inevitable because of the 
conflicting interests of -the two. During the last days of his 
grandfather, Sirajud Daulah protested against certain acts of 
the English in Bengal as likely to prejudice the authority of 
the Nawab’s government. He justly accused them of conspiring 
with the rival party which, under the leadership of Shahamat 
Jang’s widow, Ghasiti Begam, and her chief diwan, Raj BaUabh, 
was opposing his claims to the sitbahdarship. According to 

\ Para 5. 

•. HolwclPs Letter to Court, 30 November 17563 psita 

K K. K. Datta, /^livardt and His Times, p* 163. 

^ S* C. Hill* Bengal m X756-57, II. p. 162. 
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M. Jean Law, they, like some others, were “led away by the- 
idea that he could not have sufficient influence to get himself 
recognised as Subahdar’’.' They were even suspected of having 
“an understanding" with Shaukat Jang, Nawab of Pumea — 
another rival of Sirajud Daulah," Counting on the success of 
Sirajud Daulah’s rivals and with a view to securing the favour 
of Raj Ballabh, one of their leaders, the Council in Calcutta, 
at the request of Watts, Chief of the English factory at Kasim- 
bazar, gave shelter to Raj Ballabh’s son Krishnadas (Krishna 
Ballabh), who had fled to Calcutta in March 1756 with-his 
family and wealth on the pretext of a pilgrimage to Jagannath 
•at Puri.* 

All this strengthened Sirajud Daulah’s suspicions and he 
reported to Alivardi about a fortnight before his death in the 
presence of Dr. Forth, surgeon of the Kasimbazar factory, who 
was attending on the Wawab, that the English intended to 
support Ghasiti Begam, Questioned by the Nawab regarding 
this charge. Dr. Forth described it as a ‘malicious report’ on 
the part of their enemies and disclaimed any intention on the 
part of the Company to interfere in political matters.* 

But this did not satisfy Sirajud Daulah. He levelled three 
definite charges against the English. The first was that they 
had “built strong fortifications and dug a large ditch in the 
King’s dominions contrary to the established laws of the 
country”. The second was that they had “abused the privilege 
•of their dustucks by granting them to such as were no ways 
entitled to them, from which practices the King has suffered 
greatly in the revenue of his Customs". The third complaint 
was that they had given “protection to such of the King’s 
subjects as have by their behaviour in the employ they were 
entrusted with made themselves liable to be called to an 
account and instead of giving them up on demand they allow 
•such persons to shelter themselves within their bounds from 
the hands of justice”. He expressed his intention to “pardon 
•their fault and permit their residence here” if they “will 
promise to remove the foregoing complaints of their conduct 
and will agree to trade upon the same terms as other merchants 

did in the times of the Nabob Jaffeir Cawn [Murshid Quli 
Jafar Khan]”.* 

K Hill op. cit., IIIj p. r6. 

*. Ibid, pp. 163-64. 

*. Letter to Court from Bccher and some othcrsj 18 July 1756; Holwell’s 
Xetter to Court, 30 November 1756. 

*. Hill, op, cit,. II, pp. 65-66. 

*. NawaNa letter to Khwajah Wajid, i Jxine 1756; Hill, op. cit., I, p. 4 - 
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A careful scrutiny of the relevant contemporary documents 
shows that these charges were not baseless. The Council in 
Calcutta had attempted to improve their fortifications in 
defiance of the authority of the Nawab's government during, 
the fatal illness of Alivardi. Even if it be argued that no new 
works of fortification had been imdertaken at that time, and 
that Sirajud Daulah had received false or fabricated reports 
regarding the preparations of the English and the French, 
there cannot be any doubt as to their efforts to strengthen such 
constructions ,as had already been completed and to carry out 
certain repairs. Sirajud Daulah was not content to remain a 
silent spectator in this matter. Like Murshid Quli Jafar Khan 
and Alivardi Khan, he felt that it would not be advisable to 
allow the Europeans to build strong fortifications within his 
dominions, as this would adversely affect his own authority. 
In view of the military and political exploits and successes of 
the Europeans in southern India and the virtual subordination 
of the rulers of Hyderabad and Arcot to their control Sirajud 
Daulah, like his grandfather, thought it necessary to take ade- 
quate precautions for the prevention of European interference 
in Bengal politics.^ The Carnatic episodes must have greatly 
influenced his policy towards the Europeans in Bengal. 


It would be incorrect to say that Sirajud Daulah forbade 
the English to add to their fortifications out of a special bias^ 
against them. He wished to enforce the same injunction on 
the other European nations as well. Even Holwell states: 
“though liberty of trade is granted to the Danes and Prussians, 
yet they are prohibited fortifications or garrisons”.® Sirajud 
Daulah simultaneously ordered the French at Chandernagore 
and Drake, the English Governor in Calcutta, to desist from 
building fortifications at their respective settlements. The 
former were able to satisfy him.® But he became “extremely 
disgusted”* at Drake’s reply to the effect that the English were 
not “erecting any new fortifications” but were only repairing 
the wharf and that the report of their digging a new ditch was 
a pure concoction by their enemies, there being only the ditch 
which had been excavated during the period of Maratha 
invasions with the consent of Alivardi. Drake further stated 

ffill, op. du. III, p. 384. 

*. Letter to Co-.irt, 30 November 1756. 

*. Hill, op. dUt III, p. 165. 

*. Ibid, III, p. 394. 
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that fearing a renewal of hostilities with the French, which 
was bound to have an echo in India, the English “thought it 
necessary to be upon our guard and make our place as defensi- 
ble as we could”.^ 

When Drakes reply reached the Nawab at Rajmahal, he- 
is said to have exclaimed; “Who shall dare to think of com- 
mencing hostilities in my country, or presume to imagine I 
have not power to protect them?” Holwell regrets that the 
answer had not been “debated in Council before it was sent”. 
He also observes; “ the whole of it had a tendency to con- 

firm the Suba in a belief of those insinuations which had been 
already conveyed to him, that the war between us and the 
French would probably be brought into Bengal besides its 
carrying a tacit reflection on the Suba’s power or will to protect 
us”.2 

There is plenty of contemporary evidence to justify Sirajud' 
Daulah’s complaint regarding the abuse of dastaks by the- 
Company’s servants to the detr'ment of the revenues of the- 
government and the interests of Indian merchants. It had 
become an old practice by that time in spite of the previous" 
attempts to eradicate it by the Nawabs as well as by the English. 
Company.® In 1755 the Court of Directors asked the Council 
in Calcutta to “be extremely careful to prevent all abuses of' 
the dusticks”.* Referring to the “ill use made of this indul- 
gence” by the servants of the Company, Holwell observed in 
his letter to Court dated 30 November 1756 “That the abuse 
of dust’cks should be one cause of complaint, I am not surpris- 
ed at”. Roger Drake claimed that he “had in a great measure 
curbed that unlicensed practice”, had “refused applications on 
that head”, and “was warm to remedy and put those -checks 
which were resolved on to prevent the abuse of that indul- 
gence”.® But he could not certainly remove this abuse which- 
was to grow so much in the post-Plassey period. 

So far as the third complaint is concerned, it is not really 
“difficult to understand”.'^ Sirajud Daulah’s point of view. 
There is clear reference in the accoimt of David Rannie (August 
1756) that the English Company gave protection to the “Nabob’s: 

K Letter to Court from Drake ard others, Falta, 17 September 1756, para 3. 

K Holwell’s Letter to Co‘trt, 30 November 1756, paras it and t8. 

K Hill, op. p. 384. 

Letter from Courts 31 January 1755, para 65. 

HiU, or! cit., II, p. 148 • \ 

». HiU, or. «t., LV. » 
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subjects”, though they were neither their ‘servants’ nor their 
‘merchants’. Further, the affair of Krishnadas (Krishna 
Ballabh) was a siifficiently provocative one. For cert.ain 
reasons, particularly on account of Raj Ballabh’s leadership 
.of a hostile party, there was no love lost between him and 
Sirajud Daulah. Sirajud Daulah demanded from him an 
account of the administration of the finances of Dacca for 
several years.^ Raj Ballabh, who happened to be then at 
Murshidabad, was placed in confinement in March 1756, and 
some pcisons were deputed to Dacca to attach his property 
mid arrest his family. There is no doubt that Raj Ballabh’s 
family fled to Calcutta, and that the Council in Calcutta 
continued to shelter the son and the family of an ex-officer 
of the government, who had incurred the subahdar^s dis- 
pleasure, even after he had demanded their dismissal. Richard 
Becher wrote that to harbour Krishnadas in Calcutta in 
•defiance of the Nawab’s demand was a ‘‘wrong step”.® Other 
Englishmen considered it to be a risky course. On the eve of 
Alivardi’s death, Watts himself suggested to the President in 
Calcutta that it would be ‘‘expedient’’ that ‘‘Kissendass and 
the rest of Rhagbullub’s family should have no longer protec- 
tion in Calcutta”. Deeming this to be a ‘‘salutary advice” and 
fearing that the continuance of protection to them till the 
death of Alivardi ‘‘might be productive of troublesome conse- 
quences”, Holwell ‘‘pressed more than once for the dismission 
of this family”. He Mmitted, however, that it would have 
been dangerous to dismiss them, ‘‘the more especially as for 
some days advices from all quarters were' in favour of the 
Begum’s [Ghasiti Begam’s] party”.® 

The treatment meted out to the Nawab’s messenger, 
Narayan Das (also referred to as Narayan Singh)^ by Drake 
and some other members of the Council in Calcutta added fuel 
to the fire, Narayan Das had come with a letter from the 
Nawab which contained a demand for the delivery of Krishna 

Ballabh, his family and treasures. He entered Calcutta on, 
14 April, in disguise according to somer and went to the house 
of Omichand, one of the most influential men in Calcutta. In 
the evening Omichand took him to Holwell and Pearkes, as 
Drake, the Governor, was then at Barasat. On the Governor’s 

K HilK op, cit,, h PP« 250 and 278. 

Ibidy III, p, 338- 

Holweirs fir to Com, 30 November 3756. para 4. 

Brother of Rajaram, fo'^jdar of Midnapore rnd head of the espionage 
^stem in the Nawab’s Government- 
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return to Cnlcultn the next morninij, the matter was being 
discussed by Drake, llohvoll and Manningham, when they 
heard that Omichand and Narayan Das had reached the 
factory and were waiting for an interview with them. 
Omichand was (hen in <iisfavour with Drake. wJio, along with 
his colK'.-iguos, at once suspected this to be a trick on Omi- 
cluutd's part to ta!;c possession of the wealth of Krishna 
Ballabh by olTccling his transfer to one of his houses.* They 
decided not to receive Narayan Das or the Nawab’.s letter 
brought by him and under their orders some of their servants 
tuu.cci him oni of the settlcm«'nt “with insolence and derision”.® 
Soon realising, however, that this step might produce bitter 
con.sequenccs. they instructed Watts at Kasimbar.ar to take 
necc.ssary precautioJi.s to avert sucli developments. Watts 
se(‘ms to have managed the situation satisfactorily for a time. 

The oxpul.sion of Narayan Das was regarded by the Nawab 
as a seriou.s insult to himself. Ecclicr describes it as “an 
affront that it could not be expected any Prince would put up 

with from a sett of merchants There was absolutely 

no ground for questioning the authenticity of the document 
carried by Narayan Das and construing the whole affair as a 
clever and selfish move on the part of Omichand. From 
Holwcll’s letter* it is clear that he believed in the deputation 
of Narayan Das by Sirajud Daulah. ft is strange that in the 
same paragraph where Holwcll c.'cprcsscs this view, he tries 
to justify the expulsion of Narayan Das by pleading that the 
latter “had .stole like a thief and a .spy into the Settlement, 
(and not like one in the public character he pretended and as 
bearing the Suba’s ordersl.” The real motive of Drake, Hohvell 
and Manningham in turning out Narayan Das can be read in 
the following statement of Hohvoll himself: ‘’V/c were all a 
good deal embarrassed how to act on this occasion, (seeing) that 
the same reasons that before forbid the family being turned 
out of the place after the Suba’s death still subsisted equally 
strong against delivering them up, as the contest was yet 
undecided between Surajud Dowla and the young Begum”. 
Omichand’s .statement before Hohvoll on 14 April was that 
“Naran Singh had got, in the disguize of a European dress, into 
the Selllement”. But the jamadar of the chauki, where 
Narayan Das had landed, reported to Hohvell next morning 

Hill. of. cii,. p. I2I. 

*. Oimc. op, at., 11 . p. 54. 

Hill. op. at.j H> p. i 6 o. 

*. Letter to Court, 30 November 1756. 
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that he **caine in the disguize of a common Bengali pifcaf 
(broker).” 1 There could t>e ho similarity between the dre^ 
of a European and that of an ordinary Bengali paikar 

Watts and Collet wrote to the Court of Directors from 
Chandernagore on lb July 1756 “that the Nabob never intend- 
ed to drive the English out of his province but would have 
been satisfied with a sum of money”. They asserted that they 
had forwarded a letter to this effect to Drake from Hooghly 
through the Dutch Director, but Drake did not agree with them. 
It may be that the Nawab’s resentment was too intense to be 
removed in the manner suggested by Watts and Collet. But 
it can be reasonably said that complete expulsion of the English 
was not his deliberate and premeditated design. He wrote to. 
Pigot, the Governor of Madras, “It was not my intention - to 
remove the mercantile business of the Company belonging to 
you from out of the subah of Bengal, but Roger Drake your 
gomasta was a very wicked and unruly man and began to give 
protection to persons who had accounts with the Patcha in his 
Koatey [Kothi-factoryl. Notwithstanding all my admonitions,, 
yet he did not desist from his shameless actions. Why should 
these people who come to transact the mercantile affairs of 
the Company be doers of such actions?” ^ Drake and his 
Council did not make sincere efforts to reach an agreement with 
the Nawab. The little they did was half-hearted and belated. 
A letter was, if the testimony of Khwajah Wajid’s Chinsura 
diwan Shri Babu (Shiva Babu) is to be credited, sent by Drake 
to the NaWab at his persuasion and through him; but it was 
too late, hostilities having already commenced.^ 


Sirajud Daulah" had left Murshidabad about 16 May 1756 
for suppressing Shaukat Jang, Governor of Purnea, who had 
refused to acknowledge his authority. Iffn route, at Rajmahalr 
he received Drake’s reply of 20 May and heard of the expulsion 
of Narayan Das from Calcutta. He immediately ordered his 
army to march back to deal with the English. It was no longer 
necessary to proceed against Shaukat Jang, as about 22 May 
Sirajud Daulah had got a message from Shaukat Jang recognis- 
ing him as the Nawab arid his master. The Nawab's troops, 
invested the English factory at Kasimbazar on 24 May. The 
Nawab returned to Murshidabad -within a few days and brought 
the Kasimbazar factory fully under his control by 4 June, 
■jiie English residents being made prisoners, wtK the exceptioir 


*. 

*. 


Hill, .op. at., II, pp. 6-7. 

Hill, op, at., I, p. 196* , ^ 

Letter to Court from Watts and Collet, 17 July 1756, para i- 
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of some who managed to escape to the houses of their friends. 
Acting with ^eat' promptitude, on 5 Jime he marched on 
Calcutta,' taking with him "Watts, Chief of the Kasimbazar 
factory,' and another member. Collet, who -wrere, however, 
delivered to the French Governor at Chandernagore with 
orders to send them “safe” to Madras. On 16 June the Nawab’s 
army appeared before Calcutta and attacked Perrin’s Redoubt,, 
which covered the approaches to the Chitpur bridge over the 
Maratha Ditch but failed to take it. Nevertheless, many of 
the Nawab’s troops, and the looters who were following his 
army, found their way into Calcutta and the Nawab himself 
took up his quarters in Omichands garden in the area known 
as Simla. Having decided to defend only the European part 
of Calcutta, that is, the area later known as Dalhousie Square 
and the region east and south of it, the English set fire to the 
bamboo and straw huts in the Indian quarter or the “Black 
Town” during the night of the 16th .“in order to drive out the 
Nawab’s men.” Next day the English caused all the Indian 
houses to the east and south to be burnt, and the looters 
accompanying the Nawab’s army also set fire to the great 
bazar, that is, the old Bara Bazar situated north of the Fairlie 
Place, and to “many parts of the Black Town, which burnt till 
Fort on the 16th and next day the Portuguese and the Armenian 
women crowded into the Fort, as “the military and militia 
declared that they would not fight unless their families were 
admitted in the factory.”^ 

The Nawab’s troops attacked the British line of defence 
on 18 June. At about 10 a.m. on the 19th Governor Drake 
Commandant Minchin, Mackett®, Captain Grant, and many 
other Englishmen abandoned Fort William to its fate. Frank- 
land and Manningham had already deserted it and taken shelter 
on board the ships in the river. Those who remained in the 
Fort were greatly indignant at what has been described as 
•‘disgraceful desertion”. Though not the seniormost member. 
Holwell was selected by them to be the Governor and Adminis- 
trator of the Company’s affairs. After a feeble resistance. Fort 
William surrendered before 6 p.m. on Sunday, 20 June. 

On the capture of the English factory at Kasimbazar by 
the Nawaib the Council in Calcutta had sent instructions to 
the other factories to take necessary precautions for their de- 
fence and, if necessary, for the safe withdrawal of officers. 

Hill, op. dt.p I, pp. 257-58. 

Ibid., p.165. 

Mackett is said to have gone aboard to see bis ailing vofe. 
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Peter Amyatt. and Thomas Boddam, Chiefs at Lakshmipur 
and Balasore respectively, managed to escape with much of 
the cash and property belonging to the Company. They 
joined Drake’s party at Falta. Richard Becher, Chief at 
Dacca, was obliged to surrender the factory to the Nawab’s 
officers and with his subordinates and the English ladies took 
shelter in the local French factory, whose Chief, Courtin, 
treated them kindly and lent them a sloop on which they 
reached Falta on 26 August. According to M. 3?ierre Renault, 
the Nawab’s people found in the Dacca factory “more than 
fourteen hundred thousand rupees in merchandise and sil- 
ver.”* The only factory that was then retained by the Eng- 
lish was that at Balaramgarhi lying at the mouth of the 
Balasore River.® 


We have, as Hplwell wrote, many “different nai’ratives 
and accounts” from his contemporaries of the causes of the 
loss of Calcutta by the English. This to a lai'ge extent is due 
to the attempt of each important officer concerned to justify 
his own conduct and establish his own innocence. .Some said 
that Watts’ surrender was a blunder and resistance on his 
part for some time at least could have prevented the Nawab’s 
prompt attack on Calcutta. Watts pleaded in defence that it 
would have been “madness” on his part “to resist the Govern- 
ment” when “so great a part” of the Company’s “estate 
.amounting to many lacks of Rupees was dispersed over the 
whole country which would have been immediately seized” to 
the great loss of the Company. According to Holwell, the 
immediate causes of this “catastrophe” were weak' and defec- 
tive fortifications, remissness on the part of the garrison and 
insufficiency of military stores, and certain “capital errors” 
on the part of the officers. He describes it as a “Tragedy of 
Errors” of which the fifth act was the desertion of the Fort by 
Drake and others which was a “breach of trust”. The flight of 
Drake and his companions was not, however, so greatly respon- . 
sible for the debacle as Holwell tried to show. But there is no 
doubt, as has been observed by Grey (Junior), a servant of 
the Company who was present on the scene, that it damaged 
the morale of those remaining in the Fort and caused a terri- 
ble confusion, disorder and tumult which Holwell could not 
control. 
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What happened to those in the Fort who surrendered to 
the victor? “The Ai’menians and Portuguese were at liberty, 
and suffered to go to their own houses.”^ Several Europeans 
just walked out of the Fort, and escaped to Hooghly or the 
ships at Surman’s.* Holwell had three interviews with Sirajud 
Daulah who assured him of safety. The Nawab’s troops “had 
plundered the Europeans of their valuables, but did not ill- 

treat them, Suddenly the scene changed. Some European 

soldiers had made themselves drunk and assaulted the natives. 
The latter complained to the Nawab, who asked where the 
Europeans were accustomed to confine soldiers who had mis- 
behaved in any way. He was told in the Black Hole, and.... , 
ordered they should all be confined in it.”® 

Holwell stated in his letter to the Council at Bombay, dated 
17 July 1756: “The Resistance we made and the loss they [the 
Nawab’s officers] suffered so irretated the Nabob that he 
ordered myself and all the prisoners promiscuously to the 
number of about 165 or 170 to be crammed altogether into a 
.small prison in the fort called the Black Hole,, from whence 
onl5>' about 16 of us came out alive in the morning the rest being 
suffocated to death.” But pleading that this letter contained 
some “errors and omissions occasioned by the wretched state” 
in which he then was, he wrote in his letter to Fort St. 
George dated 3 August 1756 that he had “over-reckoned the 
number of prisoners put into the Black Hole and the numoer 
of the dead: the former only 146 and the latter 123”, and that 
he had done injustice to the Nawab by charging him “with 
designedly having ordered the unheard of piece of cruelty of 
cramming us all into that small prison”,'' as he had only passed 
‘general’ orders for their imprisonment and his guards per- 
petrated cruelties on them in a spirit of revenge for the per- 
sonal losses which they had suffered." Varying statements 
regarding the number of prisoners and victims are noticed 
m some other letters also.® It is very doubtful if there could 
have been as many men in the Fort on the evening of 20 June ar, 
Holwell mentioned, after death, desertion and evacuation had 
reduced the number. 

>. Hill, op. eit.. Ill, p. 301. 

*. Ibid, I, p. Lsxxix. 

®. Ibid, 1 , p. xc. 

\ "A cube of about eighteen feet” wrote Holwell. Hill, o/>. at.. Ill, p.136. 
Eighteen feet lon^ and 74 feet** wide according to John Cooke. Hill, HI, p. 
302. C.R. Wilson calculated that the exact dimensions were 18 feet by 14 feet 
10 inches, Wilson, Old Fort William in Bengal, II, p. 245. 

». Hill, op. cit. I, p. 186. He expressed a similar opinion in his letter to William 
Davis, dated 2s February 1757. op, cit., Ill, p, .T34. 

*. Ibid, I, pp. 43-44j So, 62-62. 
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•: Story of the Black Hole came to 

be questioned on strong grounds, some time.. back by two 'com- 
Petent and careful writers, Messrs J. H. Lilfle and A. K. Maitra. 
Mr. _ Little despribes, it as a ‘gigantic hoax’.i Inconsis- 
tencies in a large number of contemporary records which 
cannot- be sati^actbrily expiaihedj certain contradictions in 
Holwell’s different accounts, absence of the mehtibn of Hol- 
well’s story in some contemporary official despatches and docu- 
ments arid in the important contemporary histories, written in 
Persian, and the physical impbsribility of a flobr.area of 267 
square feet containing 146 European adults® cannot but lead 
unbiassed students of history to doubt its authenticity. 

Trade and Commerce 

The. correspondence in this volume contains plenty of 
material relating to the economic condition of the Bengal 
Suhah during a period of transition. Bengal had an exten- 
sive and profitable trade with other, parts of Asia and also 
with different Indian provinces. During the first half of the 
eighteenth century. “the balance of trade”, as Dow wrote 
about 1770, “was against all nations in favour of Bengal; and 
it was the sink where gold and silver disappeared without the 
least prospect of return.”’ We read in an account of 1756 that 
till then “the Coast of Cormondel and Malabar, the Gulph of 
Persia and Red Sea, nay even Manilla, China and coast of 
Africa were obliged to Bengal for taking off their cotton, 
pepper, drugs, fruits, chauk [shankha], cowrees, tin, tooth- 
enague etc., as on the other hand they were supplied from 
Bengal with what they could not well be without, such as raw 
silk and its various manufo'tures, opium, vast quantities of 
cotton cloth, rice, ginger, turmerick, long pepper etc., and all 
sorts of gruff goods.’"* Wheat and sugar also were exported 
from Bengal to these Asiatic countries. In 1755 the annual 
exportation of sugar “was about 50,000 maunds, ■ which yielded 
a profit of about 50 per cent and the returns for which were 
generally in specie.”® From the early years of the 18th cen- 
tury, “forty vessels from five to six hundred tons burden 
each,” went annually from Bengal to Assam chiefly with salt 
which produced 200 per cent profit and also --articles like 

~ 'Bengal: Past and Present, Vol. XII, 1916, pp. 136-71. 

This was pointed out several years back by Shri Bholanath Chander. 

g. Dow, Hindostan (1872 edition). III, p. 1 /xii. 

♦. Hill, 00,- «f.. Ill, p. 390. 

*, Milbmt^fO riental Commerce, JI, p. 270. 
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oetel>nut and tobacco. They brought in exchange silk, lac, 
muga dhoties (a variety of silk cloth), ivory and. timber. The 
•chief exports of Bengal to Tibet were cotton and silk fabrics, 
ispices, broadcloth, hardware, pearls, coral, amber and chauk 
(shankha) etc., and the imports were gold, musk, woollen 
cloth and tails of cows. But the political upheavals of the 
mid-eighteenth century and consequent disorders in various 
•quarters, the insecurity of traffic and the enhancement of im- 
posts by independent provincial governments caused a decline 
in Bengal’s trade, through her own merchants, with other 
provinces in India and wiih Asia — a decline from which it 
never recovered. The attempts of Warren Hastings to revive 
Bengal’s Asiatic, coastal and inter-provincial trade did not 
prove successful. Though there were some signs of revival 
in the different branches of trade towards the close of the 
18th century and again in some of the branches temporarily 
after 1813, these were mostly in the hands of the Europeans and 
excepting in China trade there was again a progressive dec- 
line soon after. 

Trade by Europeans was indeed a highly important factor 
in the economic history of the province. It is well known 
that the English, the French and the Dutch had carried on 
active commercial transactions in Bengal for over a century. 
French trade began to decline after the transfer of Dupleix 
to Pondicherry in 1741 and its recovery did not become pos- 
sible because of want of funds and the adverse influences of 
the rapid political revolutions in Bengal. The Dutch w^ere 
the most active commercial rivals of the English till the battle 
of Bedara (1759); indeed for some time during the first half 
of the eighteenth century their trade seems to have been 
larger. The Portuguese and the other minor European trad- 
ing companies (e.g. the Ostend Company) had by then lost 
whatever influence or interest they had previously possessed 
in the sphere of Bengal’s trade, though individual Portuguese 
traders remained there and some of them were at times 
guilty of piratical practices. The Danes established their 
factories at Serampore in 1755 and at Patna in 1774-75. 

The trade of the English East India Company was gradu- 
ally growing in spite of the acute competition of the Dutch 
and some occasional interruptions caused by other factors. 
Their factories and aurangs were scattered throughout the- 
province. The Council in Calcutta exercises drict control 
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over the chiefs and subordinate olhcers of these factories, and 
compelled them to furnish securities for their good conduct, 
The goods sent by them were subject to close scrutiny and 
those considered of bad quality were sometimes returned 
with instructions to improve the quality of investments in 
future. 

To procure commodities, the Company sometimes advanced 
money to dalals, merchants and manufacturers. They 
were. thus “invested with a prior right to the, goods for which 
they , contracted, .and hence their purchase in India acquired 
the name of investment.” Usually at the commencement of 
each year the Council in Calcutta despatched to the respective 
factories lists of investments to be collected, musters (sam- 
ples) of raw silk and cotton piece-goods to guide them in 
selecting goods, and also bullion or money for payment. The- 
Company tried to keep the merchants under effective control by 
taking securities for the money advanced to them (dadni). ex- 
■ acting penalties for their failure to honour their contracts in 
time, duly warning them against supplying goods of inferior 
quality, insisting on settlement of accounts in the English 
factories not admitting in this any arbitration by the “subjects 
of this country” and sometimes even holding the securities 
responsible for payment of the dues in arreai’s. But, in spite of 
‘ all this, the merchants often failed to supply the full quantity of 
goods according to the terms of their contracts, and asked for 
bigger advances. So in June 1753 the Company abandoned the 
method of procuring investments by entering into contracts 
with merchants and introduced the practice of getting them 
direct from the aurangs through their gumashtahs or agents.^ 
To meet the growing demand for garhas, the Council in 
Calcutta permitted the Kasimbazar factory to start some new 
aurangs at Ilambazar, Nanur, Moortally and Kagram.^ In 
conformity with the orders of the Court of Directors the 
Council in Calcutta encouraged the weavers to settle in the 
Company’s territory in Calcutta for manufacturing different 
kinds of cloth.® 

In their letter to the Council of ST January 1755 the Court 
of Directors expressed a favourable opinion of the new 
method of procuring investments and communicated some 
instructions for the future.' The Council in Calcutta were 
particularly asked to keep careful watch over the conduct of 

1. Letter to Court, 1 8 January, 1754. 

®. Letter to Court, 9 September 1754, para 27. 

*. Letter to Courti 18 January 1754. ■ 
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their servants and to form a supervising committee to look 
after investments in all the factories and aurangs. Such a. 
committee was formed the same year with Roger Drake, the 
President, Charles Manningham, Richard Becher and William. 
Frankland as its members; 

Notwithstanding its temporary success, the new method of 
procuring investments did not ultimately produce satisfactory 
results. It vested the gumashtahs and the agents of the Com- 
pany with powers “which they frequently abused", as Verelst 
justly tells us, “to their own emolument; and an authority 
given to enforce a just performance of engagements, be- 
came, notwithstanding the utmost vigilance of the higher 
servants, a source of new oppression." During the post-Plassey 
period their influence “proved so destructive of industry" 
that the Council in Calcutta restored “the old method of 
forming the investment, by contracting solely with merchants, 
in different psrts of the country.”^ 

The principal exports of the European companies from 
Bengal from the middle of the 17th century onwards were- 
cotton and silk piece-goods, raw silk and saltpetre. The ex- 
pansion of the English Company 's trade in cotton and silk 
piece-goods during the second half of the 17th century 
excited the jealousy of the silk and cotton manufacturers in- 
England. An Act was accordingly passed by the British- 
Parliament in 1700 to the effect “that from and after the 29th 
day of September, 1701, all wought silks, Bengals and stuffs 
mixed with silk or herba, of the manufacture of Persia, China, 
or the East Indies; and all calicoes, painted, dyed, printed or 
stained there, which are or shall be imported into this King- 
dom, '»hall not be worn or otherwise used in Great Britain; 
and all goods imported after that day, shall be warehoused, 
and exported again.” Muslins proper and white calicoes, 
“which did not come under the operation of the above Act 
were subjected at this time to an import duty of 15 per cent 
ad valorem." One effect of this Act was that large quantities- 
of white calicoes began henceforth to be imported from India 
to be printed in England. So Parliament passed another Act 
in 1720 prohibiting the use or wear of printed calicoes, whe- 
ther printed in England or in any other place. 

The- restriction on the import of Indian cotton and silk- 
piece-goods did not, however, greatly affect these industries 

Verelst, A View of the Ri Progress and Present State of he English 
Gaoemmentin Bengal 
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ixi Bengal. Eh^lah.d was then but one of the ih^y markets 
-of India; and further, .the English traders still continued to 
import In.dian cotton and silk goods for r^exiiortation .to other 
-countries, till the high tariffs of the closing years of the 18th 
century and the early years of the 19th century, the Conti- 
.nental System of Napoleon, and the Industrial Revolution in 
the West virtually stdjpped their importation into Great 
. Britain and the Continent. But the import of raw silk by the 
English Company was encouraged as it was needed in abun- 
dance for the growing silk manufactures of England. Murshi- 
dabad was the most important centre of sericulture in Bengal, 
and the factory of the English at Kasimbazar (started about 
1658) was very much concerned with the collection of raw 
silk for the Company’s investment. The Maratha inroads into 
Bengal during Alivardi’s regime had an adverse influence on 
production and manufacture of silk an.d enhanced the prices 
of raw silk and silk fabrics. Between 1757 and 1765, silk 
“imported from Bengal rose, on an average, to about 80,340 
small pounds of 16 ounces each per annum.”^ To effect im- 
provement in the quality of Bengal raw silk, the Court of 
Directors sent Richard Wilder to Bengal in 1757. For four 
years Wilder did his best to carry out the orders of his masters 
and died at Kasimbazar in 1761. Further efforts were made by 
the Company after the acquisition of the Diwani in 1765 to 
encourage the production of raw silk in Bengal. 

There was a considerable demand for saltpetre by the Euro- 
pean companies and a keen competition existed among them 
for procuring it, chiefly because of its use as an ingredient for 
manufacture of gunpowder, and also because it was utilised 
for some subsidiary purposes (glass-making, preserving meat, 
cooling water and dyeing). It was manufactured abundantly 
in Bihar. Patna was the chief centre for its distribution! 
though for its manufacture and collection the Europeans had 
factories at some other places in Bihar, such as Singhia (near 
Lalganj in the Hajipur sub-division), Chapra, Chowndey and 
Fatwa (seven miles east of Patna on the Ganges). The pur- 
chases were made through contracts with merchants like 
Omichand, Dipchand and Khwajah Wafid. The European 
wars of the mic -eighteenth century led to an increase in the 
quantity exported. On 24 July 1751 . the Council in Calcutta 
entered into a contract with Omichand for 86,000 maunds of 
Saltpetre. “In 1755 the quantity of saltpetre offered for sale 
*. MiJourn, ofi. at., II, p. 25a. 
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<in England) was 14,747 bags, the whole of which, under the 
prospect of a war with France, which took place early in 
1756, was disposed of.”’ The following year (1756) the Council 
in Calcutta tried their best to comply with the directions of 
tlie Court of Directors to send 2,000 tons of saltpetre from 
India. In 1758 Clive secured from Mir Jafar a monopoly of 
saltpetre manufacture and trade in Bihar and thereafter the 
Dutch and the French had to purchase it from the English 
factory at Patna at prices fixed by the Council in Calcutta, 

The chief articles imported into Bengal by the Dutch from 
Europe were precious metals, especially silver, and woollen 
goods. Tliey also imported copper from Japan, tin and spelter 
from the Malay Peninsula, and pepper, cloves, mace and nut- 
megs from the islands of the Dutch East Indies. The imports 
of the English were very similar to those of the Dutch. Between 
1708 and 1756, “bullion formed 74 p.c. of their total imports 
to Bengal.” Their other imports were broadcloth and other 
woollen goods, lead, iron, tin, copper, quicksilver, stores and 
provisions and a variety of minor articles including stationery. 
The Court of Directors, in their “earnestness to promote the 
consumption of the English manufactures in India to the utmost 
extent”,- sent considerable quantities of woollen goods, the 
prices of which were however very high. This sometimes caus- 
ed a glut of these articles in the Bengal markets and many 
remained unsold and overstocked in the warehouses - of the 
Company. Early in 1754 the Council in Calcutta wished to 
send half of these unsold woollen goods to Bombay to be dis- 
posed of “to more advantage”.^. But Bourchier and his 
Council at Bombay refused to accept these goods. Notwith- 
standing this, the Court of Directors being “still desireous of 
promoting the national advantage and hoping for a favourable 
turn in the Indian markets” asked the Council in Calcutta to 
promote the sale of woollen goods to the utmost of their 
power.’ 

One obnoxious feature in the economic history of Bengal 
was the private trade of the Company’s servants, the 
growth of which can be traced from the early years 
of the Company’s trading activity in India. Even the President 
of the Council in Calcutta indulged in private trade. The 

*. M^lburn, oft,, cir,y p. 239. 

*. Letter from Co*'r^ 23 January 1754, para 39. 

Letter to CourU 4 Janinry 1754, para 43. 

Letter from Courts 29 November 1754, para 26, 
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Court of Directors occasionally complained of the evils pro- 
duced by it to the prejudice of the interests not only of the 
merchants but also of the Company itself. But the members 
of the Council in Calcutta, being themselves interested parties,, 
urged its continuance as "a compensation for the low salaries of 
the Company’s servants, though in fact their, lot was not so 
hard when the purchasing power of money in those days is- 
considered; In some of their letters to the Court they pleaded 
that they had taken all possible steps to prevent its abuse. But 
whatever they might have done the evil, continued to increase. 

One of the pernicious evils was the fraudulent use of das- 
tdks hy the Company’s servants for their private trade and. 
their disposal of these, for some consideration, to Indian mer- 
chants. These malpractices which originated in 1704, if not. 
earlier, caiised great loss to the Nawab’s exchequer and the. 
local merchants who had to pay customs according to the 
current rates. The members of the Council in Calcutta had 
asserted in the days of Shujauddin Muhammad Khan that_the 
■farman of Emperor Farrukhsiyar entitled them to use dastaks- 
for their personal trade. But their standpoint was based on aa 
entirely wrong interpretation of this important document. What 
that farman granted was exemption from the payment, of cus- 
toms on exports and imports of the Company as a corporate 
body, and vessels conveying goods on behalf of the Company 
were to carry, for purposes of identification, dastaks, signed 
by the President of the Council in Calcutta. Farrukhsiyar- 
never intended to extend this privilege to the private trade of 
the Company’s servants. 

Conscious of the evil effects of this practice the Court of 
Directors often called upon the Council in Calcutta to check’ 
them. Most probably as' a result tfce Council took some steps 
to regulate the use of dastaks, which, however, proved to be 
ineffective. The Court reiterated their words of caution in 
this respect in their letter of 31 January 1755. But the abuse' 
of dastaks continued and the results of Plassey tremendously • 
aggravated it. 

The English Free Merchants were sometimes rivals of the-^ 
Company’s servants in the coastal trade. The latter succeeded' 
in driving the former out of Bengal ,at the beginning of the- 
eighteenth century on the “pretext of avoiding political com- 
plications which might arise from the acts of irresponsible- 
persons,” But the Free Merchants v/ere permitted by the- 
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Court of Directoi'S in 1713 to trade in Bengal, and thereafter 
they began to come in lai’ge numbers. The Company’s servants 
regarded a Free Merchant as “an eyesore, as he interfered with 
the profits of the Company’s servants in trade.’’^ In January 
1743, John Wood, a Free Merchant, applied for permission to 
trade, pleading that without it he would be reduced to “the 
condition of a foreigner, or indeed of the meanest black fel- 
low.” The servants of the Company were opposed to the 
grant of such a privilege. Holwell observed that the “foreign 
trade of the settlement is become much too general”, and the 
Council in Calcutta, while granting a pass to John Wood for 
one particular vessel, sent a note of protest to the Court of 
Directors.2 

Industries 

The varied industries of Bengal, particularly her cotton and 
silk industries, largely contributed to her economic prosperity.^ 
There were produced “cloths of all kinds, most beautiful mus- 
lins, silk raw or worked.”^ It is worthy of note that Bengal 
was as much a manufacturing as an agricultural country, and a 
fair co-ordination between agriculture and industries formed a 
striking feature of her economic life in those days.'' It was 
only when, during the second half of the 18th century and the 
first three decades of the 19th century, the cotton and silk 
industries of Bengal declined to the point of extinction owing 
to various causes, that she was “reduced”, as Henry St George 
Tucker observed in 1823, “from the state of manufacturing to 
that of an agricultural counti'y.”® The weaving factories were 
"dispersed throughout the province and produced different 
varieties of cloth. Dacca was the premier centre for the manu- 
facture of fine muslins and cotton cloths of different types. 
Each variety of muslin was manufactured from “fabrics of 
three or four assortments or degrees of quality”, which were 
•described in the Company’s factory as ‘ordinary’, ‘fine’, ‘super- 
fine’ and ‘fine superfine’. 

Saltpetre, an important export of the European trading • 
•companies, was manufactured in abundance in Bihar. Sugar, 
manufactured in Bengal, was exported to different Asiatic 
•countries. This profitable trade in sugar, however, declined 

*. Long, Selections from Unp 'blished Records of Government, Introduction, 
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due to the general economic disorders in Bengal following the- 
battle of Plassey and the competition of Java sugar in the- 
markets of Western India. Some of the subsidiary industries- 
of the province were opium, lac and hand-woven jute. Good 
guns were also manufactured. Monghyr was an important 
centre of this industry and Alivardi used a gun manufactured 
at this place. 

Prom remote antiquity, ship-building was an important, 
industry of India. We have references in the records of the 
eighteenth century and the early nineteenth century to the- 
use of ships built in Bengal and some other places in India for 
transporting merchandise even overseas. Various causes ulti- 
mately brought about the decline of this famous industry" 
in the first quarter of the 19th century. 

Prices, Currency and Banking 

Prices of articles rose during this period chiefly because of 
four factors, viz., (a) the frequent Maratha inroads, (b) impo- 
sition of high duties on gross sales of the articles of prime 
necessity, (c) competition among foreign traders and (d) occa- 
sional natural calamities like floods, etc. In 1738 nearly three 
maunds of rice could be purchased for one rupee and one 
ihaund of kapas (cotton) for 2 to 2^ rupess. But by 1751 the 
prices went up by nearly 30 per cent. Then rice began to be 
sold at the rate of 1 maund 32 seers for 1 rupee 4 annas, grains 
(pulses) one maund for 1 rupee, wheat 1 maund 32 seers for 1 
rupee 4 annas, flour 1 maund 3 seers for 3 rupees, oil 1 maund. 
for 5 rupees. The prices rose further thereafter, and the Com- 
pany’s Government in Calcutta took some steps to relieve the 
consequent hardships of the people. 

The state of currency in Bengal from the early years of the- 
eighteenth century was complicated. Coins of different mints 
in India, or coins of different years struck at the same mint, 
differed in value. “According to the trade usage of each differ- 
ent market they were liable to different rates of discount, and 
in order -to make exchanges possible the values of actual rupees 
of every kind were expressible in terms of an ideal rupee 
known as the current or nominal rupee.”^ Thus in Bengal at 
the beginning of the eighteenth century, 100 sicca rupees were 
equivalent to 112J current rupees. Subsequently, a hundred. 

K Wilson, Rarfv Annah of the English in Bengal, IT, part I, p. IHi 
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newly struck Murshidabad sicca coins were equal in value to 
116’ current rupees. But after’ three years of circula'tion their 
value diminished to 111 current’ riipees and they were then 
known as sanwat rupees.^ 

At Madras, where the English Company had a mint of 
their own, variations in the value of the rupee did not prove 
to be as troublesome as in Bengal. 89J ounces of dollar silver 
could always be converted into a little “more than 218 rupees, 
allowing two per cent for the cost of coining”, 2 and so long as 
the Mughal Court was in the south these passed without any 
difiSculty in southern India and in Bengal. But after the death 
of Aurangzeb, when the Mughal court was transferred to the 
north, the Bengal Government no longer required Madras 
rupees for remittance oT revenues, and their value in 

Bengal consequently went down, a high rate of batta (dis- 
count) being charged on them.® The Company could not now 
get for its silver the same number of Bengal coins as before. 
In June 1752, they had to sell bullion to Jagat Seth at 201 sicca 
rupees for 240 sicca weight and paid to their merchants 106 
Madras rupees for 100 siccas “which was the lowest batta 
.they could take them at.”^ In the beginning of 1753 siccas 
were not available at less than 111^ Arcct rupees and 
. 109i Madras rupees for a hundred.® A year later the Kasimbazar 
factory complained of “scarcity of siccas”.® In March 1755 
the Council in Calcutta noted that there was no 

demand for bullion.'^ 

To prevent new coins from being replaced by old ones in 
circulation, there was the pratice of charging discount or batta 
on a coin according to the period of its circulation. Further, 
there was then absolutely no uniformity of currency in Bengal, 
because, besides the Madras rupees and the Bengal coins, coins 
of mints situated in other parts of India poured into the 
province as a result of its having a favourable balance of trade. 
These coins were very often debased either by the mints or by 
some interested persons. The shro-ffs (money-changers)- 
availed themselves of the opportunity afforded by this de- 

■ Vereist, Vieto of the Rise, Progress ani Present State of the English 

Government m Bengal (1772), pp. 94-95. 

*. Wilson, op. eit., II, part I, p. liii 
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basement to charge baiia at arbitrary rates for the exchange of 
..such coins. All this must have created disadvantages for the 
local traders as well as for the Company. , 

As the proprietor of the premier banking house of the time, 

■ Jagat Seth of Murshidabad had considerable influence in the 
matter of currency. Walls wrote to the Council in Calcutta 
on 8 February 1753 that he was "the sole purchaser of all the 
bullion that is imported in this province by which he is annual- 
ly a very considerable gainer.” For purchase of investments 
the Council in Calcutta not only received from Bombay and 
Madras whatever treasure they could spare but also occasional- 
ly borrowed money from Jagat Seth and some minor bankers, 
which they I'epaid in bullion.* Cowries formed the lowest 
medium of exchange in Bengal and were generally used for 
-small transactions. 

To avoid the inconveniences arising out of the exchange of 
bullion the English Company sought the permission of the 
• Mughal Emperors, Aurangzeb and Shah Alam I, to establish 
a mint near their settlement at Fort William on the ground 
that the mints at Rajmahal, Dacca and Satgaon were far 
.away.^ But the Mughal Government did not then allow this 
infringement of one of its sovereign rights. The Company 
-obtained from Emperor Farrukhsiyar permission for free use 
of the Nawab’s mint at Murshidabad for three days in a week 
"to coin their own bullion. But they could not avail themselves 
of this permission because of strong opposition from Murshid 
“Quli Jafar Khan.® 


In 1751 the Nawab’s Government ordered that “all money 
•whether bullion or rupees” should be sent to the mint at 
Murshidabad “to be coined there into Siccas or disposed of to 
.Jugutseat”^ and that the Europeans should not make payments 
to their merchants in any coin.s except new siccas. Fearing 
"that the enforcement of this order would prove prejudicial to 
their interests, the English, French and Dutch companies 
■directed their respective chiefs at Kasimbazar to act “in 
-concert” in this matter and to make a representation^ to the 
.Nawab’s Government to grant the usual currency to bullion ^and 


Letter to Court, 22 December 174S, paras S and 12 ; 4 February 
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the different types of coins. This joint action produced th6' 
desired effect. The English continued their efforts to obtain 
permission of the Nawab’s Government for establishing a niint’ 
in Calcutta,^ and they ultimately succeeded in getting it from 
Sirajud Daulah in February 1757. 


Letters pom Cai:rt,Zi January 17541 No 3, para 57 and No. 4 i para Zeller to 
Court, 30 January 1755. 
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LETTER DATED 28 NOVEMBER 1753 

Shipping news — personnel of the Committee of Secfecy— 
goods for Bengal — instructions to draw up the list of investment 
at an early date — new ivriters for Bengal. 


Our President and Council at Fort William. 


1. Our letters to you last season were by the Winchelsea, 
Clinton and Harcourt under date of the 15th of December to be 
forwarded from Fort St. George, the 24th of January, by the 
Falmouth, Egmont, Portfield, Elizabeth and Montfort and a 
separate letter of the same date accompanying His Majesty’s 
charter which went in [the] Falmouth. 


2. We received by the Bombay Castle and Chesterfield your 
letters of the 29lh of January and 11th February last, the several 
letters preceding those dates having before reached our hands. 


3. Wc have taken into our seiwice this season seventeen ships 
viz. the Lord Anson and Princess Augusta for China directly, 
the St. George to take in wine at Madeira and from thence to 
proceed to the Coast and Bay, the Grantham for St. Helena and 
the west coast, the Essex, Uchester, True Britton, Onslow and 
Triton to proceed first with the several consignments intended 
for Fort St. George Presidency and then to Canton from whence 
tliey are to be finally dispatched home, the ships York, Denham, 
Norfolk and Anson are to call first at Fort St. George and then 
to proceed to the Bay with the consignments for that Presidency, 
the Warren, London, Kent, and Britannia will be consigned 
directly to Bombay. 


The Lord Anson and Princess Augusta for China directly 
with a large consignment of woollen goods, the Grantham 
storeship for St. Helena and the west coast and the St. George 
for the island of Madeira and the coast of Choromandel and the 
Bay of Bengal are now under dispatch. The five ships for 
Fort St. George and China will be dispatched by the middle of 
next month at furthest, the four Coast and Bay ships will 
follow about the 20th of January and the Bombay ships about 
the middle of March. , 


125 Dir. of Arch. 
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5. The enclosed lists will infc/rm you of the times our several' 
ships sailed, as likewise of the arrival of the ships from all parts 
of India this season from the time the last were transmitted to 
you. 

6.. The gentlemen appointed this season to be the Committee 
of Secrecy are Richard Chauncy, Roger Drake, Christopher 
Burrow and William Mabbott, Esqrs. 

7. You will receive this letter by the St. George on which 
ship wee have consigned to you about 130 tons of lead, and our 
correspondents at the island of Madeira have directions to load 
on her three hundred pipes of wine, 150 pipes whereof are to be 
consigned to you and the other 150 pipes to our President and 
Council of Fort St. George. 

8. Notwithstanding wee have directed 150 pipes to be 
consigned to you as abovementioned, yet upon considering how 
.much the number of our servants civil and military at Fort 
St. George exceeds that at your Presidency and consequently a 
larger proportion of wine may be necessary for them, wee have 
therefore empowered the President and Council there to detain 
out of the said 150 pipes consigned to you any quantity not 
exceeding 50 pipes if it is really wanted and in that case only. 

9. You are to cause a careful survey to be taken of the wine 
and if it shall appear to have suffered by bad stowage or unusual 
leakage you are to oblige the commander to make good the 
amount of the loss. 

10. Capt. Robinson and his ship’s company have the usual 
indulgence of twenty pipes of wine. If any more is landed in 
India, the surplus is unlicensed and must be confiscated to 
the use of the Company, agreeable to former orders; and that 
you may be apprized of what shall be landed upon the coast of 
Choromandel, wee have given directions to the President and 
Council of Fort St. George to transmitt to you an exact account 
of the same. 

11. Having made a larger investment of woollen goods for the 
Bengal market than the ships designed for your Presidency can 
take in, wee intend to load the surplus bales being 3007 -on the 
ship True Britton which is to call at Fort St. George in her way 
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to China, and as there will be roome in the St. George upon the 
delivery of her wine to stow all or the greater part of the said 
bales, we have directed the President and Council to send them 
on board that ship and consign them to you, having authorized 
them to detain the St. George until the arrival of the ship True 
Britton with the said bales accordingly. 

12. But notwithstanding the said bales are provided for your 
market, yet if they can be disposed of to advantage at Fort 
St. George wee have authorized the President and Council to do 
so. or if they are informed they will sell well at Bombay for 
which place the sortment is as properly adapted, wee have 
given them liberty to forward them to that Presidency by any 
good conveyances which may offer, in either of which cases the 
St. George is not to be detained longer than is necessary for the 
sending aboard the treasure and any other consignments for 
you. Our reasons for giving liberty for forwarding the said 
bales to Bombay arise from the observation wee have made of 
the large remains of woollen goods in your warehouses, and the 
great and advantagious sales which wee are advised have been 
lately made at that settlement. 

13. Our said President and Council of Fort St. George are to 
forward to you by this ship as much treasure as they can 
possibly spair, observing to send it in such proportions of bullion 
and rupees as you may have advised them is proper for your 
market. 

14. You must exert yourselves in forwarding your investment 
to prevent such a cruel disappointment as wee now labour under 
from the late arrival of our shipping and the non-arrival of 
others arising from their untimely dispatch from Bengal. 

15. The late arrival of the Bengal ships has likewise prevented 
our drawing up a list of investment to be forwarded by this 
conveyance; therefore that no time may be lost you must pro- 
ceed upon the plann of the last until you receive a new one, and 
you must make an early and sufficient provision of saltpetre for 
the several ships to be dispatched from the Coast and Bay as 
well as what may be necessary for Bombay, which latter wee 
reckon at about 300 tons. And you are to observe that all the 
Coast and Bay ships of this season are to have their full charter- 

■ party kintlage in saltpetre as none of them have any iron 
kintlage. 
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‘ 16, Wee have entertained 13 writers for the service of your 

Presidency who will take their passage to you upon the ships 
of this season. Their names are viz. — ^Robert Wilkinson, Willes 
Orr, Robert Byng, John Drummond, William Grubb, Ralph 
Leycester, Patrick Johnstone, Aylmer Harrod, Stephen Page, 
Edwd. Page, John Street, Francis Gostlin and Sami. Howitt. 

We are, 

Your loving friends, 

Richard. Chauncey (Chairman)/R. Drake (Deputy)/ 
W. Mabbott/Christo. Burrow/M. Impey/Whichcott 
Turner /W. Wilberforce Junr./Will Braund/Thos. Rous/ 
W, Willy /H. Crabb Boulton/Henry Plant/Willm. Rider/ 
Thomas Walpole /Stephen Law/ John Boyd/R. Bootle/, 
Timothy Tullie. 

London, 28th November 1753. 

(Ref; — ^Records obtained from India Office 1752/53, VoL 17. 
Letters from Court, pp. 319 — 323.) 
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MITER DATED 19 DECEMBER 1753 

Shipping news-personnel of the Committee of Secrecy — 
goods for Bengal — list of investment with necessary instructions 
forwarded — new writers for Bengal. 

o UR President and Council at Port William. 

1. Our letters to you last season were under date of the 15th 
of December by the way of Port St. George, the 24th of January 

' by the Coast and Bay ships and a separate one of the same date by 
• the Falmouth relating to His Majesty's charter which went by 
. that ship. 

j'. ‘ t t ' 

2, The Bombay Castle and Chesterfield brought us your 
letters of the 29th of January and 11th of February, your preceed- 
ing letters having been received. 
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3. Wee writt you a short letter under date of the 28th Novem- 
ber by the St. George which ship was dispatched for the island of 
Madeira and the Coast and Bay on the same day. 

4. Wee now write to you by three ships bound to Fort 
St. George and China and have directed the President and 
Council to forward our letters to you by the three first con- 
veyances that offer that you may have some general directions 
and advices previous to what you will receive by the Coast and 
Bay shipping. 

5. Wee have taken into our service this season seventeen 
ships, viz. the Lord Anson and Princess Augusta for China 
directly, the St. George for the island Madeira and the Coast and 
Bay, the Grantham for St. Helena and the west coast, the 
Essex, Ilchester, True Britton, Onslow and Triton, for Port 
St. George and China, the York, Denham, Norfolk, and Anson 
for the Coast and Bay, the Warren, London, Kent, and 
Britannia for Bombay directly. 

6. The ships Lord Anson and Princess Augusta, the St. George 
and Grantham were dispatched on the 28th and 30th of last 
month. 

7. The ships Essex, Ilchester, True Britton, Onslow and 
Triton are now under their dispatches with the several con- 
signments intended for Fort St. George Presidency from whence 
they are to proceed to Canton. 

8. The York, Denham, Norfolk and Anson will follow about 
the middle of January with the consignments for your Presidency 
but they will first call at Fort St. George in order to have their 
treasure coined and for other purposes which will be mentioned 
In our general letters by those ships. 

9. The Bombay ships viz. the Warren, London, Kent and 
Britannia will be dispatched about the middle of March. 

10. Wee refer you to the accompanying lists for the times of 
the arrival and departure of shipping. 

11. The gentlemen of the Committee of Secrecy this year are 
Richard Chauncy, Roger Drake, Christo. Burrow and Willm. 
Mabbott, Esqrs. 
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12. The St. George is to take in 300 pipes of wine at the island 
of Madeira, half whereof is directed to be consigned to Port 
St. Greorge and the other half to you, besides which the said 
ship carrys about 70 tons of lead for your Presidency. 

13. But notwithstanding 150 pipes of wine are consigned to 
you, wee have empowered our President and Council at Port 
St. George to detain out of it any quantity not exceeding 50 pipes 
if it is really wanted there and not otherways. 

14. Besides the woollen goods which are intended to be laden 
on the Bengal ships for your Presidency, wee have now laden on 
the True Britton 300 bales which are to be forwarded to you by 
our President and Council at Port St. George on the St. George. 

15. Wee have authorized our President and Council however 
to sell the said bales at Port St, GeOrge or send them to Bombay 
if they find they can be disposed of to advantage at either 
market. ’ Our reasons for giving liberty for forwarding the said 
bales to Bombay arise from observing the large remains of 
woollen goods in your warehouses and the great and 
advantagious sales which wee are advised have been lately made 
at that settlement. 

16. As there will be only five ships consigned to the Coast 
and Bay this year to bring home the investments at both 
Presidencys and one of them viz. the Anson is a small one, wee 
have reason to expect they will all be dispatched home the same 
season with full ladings of bale goods, and should it happen 
that you and our servants at Port St. George want any further 
tonnage for your investments,, you must give as early notice 
thereof as possible to the President and Council of Bombay as 
well by pattamars overland as by the first sea conveyances, that 
they may give their assistance by sending a ship to Fort St. 
George if they can spair one in time to be dispatched home in 
a propper season, 

17. To prevent such a cruel disappointment as wee met with 
by the Colchester’s misfortune at Fort St. George owing to your 
imseasonable tJispatch of her, and as wee shall depend upon, 
having a September ship from that settlement, wee have authoriz- 
ed our President and Council to detain any one of the four 
following ships consigned to the Bay viz. the York, Denham, 
Norfolk or Anson, in which case the cargo of such ship is to be 
forwarded to you by the earliest and best conveyance that offer. 
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18. The ships bound to the Coast and Bay this year are to have 
their full charterparty kintladge in saltpetre viz. sixteen tons 
for every one hundred tons each ship is let for as they carry no 
iron kintladge. 

19. And as wee have reason to expect the Coast and Bay 
ships will be returned to us with as many bales as they can carry, 
in tliat case each ship is to have 40 or 50 tons of saltpetre over 
and above the beforementioned charterparty proportions on the 
commander’s requesting the same. 

20. You must supply our Presidency at Fort St. George with 
whatever saltpetre they shall acquaint you will be necessary as 
well for the dispatch of the shipping from thence as for making 
gunpowder. 

21. And you must send to Bombay by any good conveyances 
and as early as you can 300 tons of saltpetre at least, and as 
much more as the President and Council shall write for. 

22. You must make upon the best terms you can an early 
provision of saltpetre sufficient for the beforementioned 
purposes. 

23. The export for your Presidency this season will consist 
of about 1840 bales of woollen goods including the 300 bales to 
be forwarded from Fort St. George, 300 tons of copper, 280 tons 
of lead, 140 tons of iron and 30 tons of steel, besides stores and 
many other particulars which will appear in the invoices by the 
several ships. 

24. Wee consigned to the President and Council of Fort St. 
George 30 chests of treasure on the St. George; wee now send 
them on the Coast and China ships to the value of two hundred 
chests, and wee intend to send on the Coast and Bay ships a 
further considerable quantity which latter, tho’ consigned to you, 
our said President and' Council will be empowered to take out. 

25. But wee have and shall lay the strongest injunctions on 
our said President and Council not to detain any more of the 
beforementioned treasure than shall be absolutely necessary 
for the use of that Presidency and to forward all the rest as 
soon as possible by every safe conveyance that offers for Bengal. 
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Wee have likewise directed them to. send the treasure in such 
proportions of bullion and rupees agreeable to the intimations 
they shall receive from you for that purpose. 


26. Our principal view in making use of this conveyance is 
to forward the list of investment, as it may be the means of its 
coming to your hands before the arrival of the Bengal ships. 
The directions and observations therein are so full and explicit 
that wee shall have no occasion at present to add anything 
further than most earnestly to recommend it to you to be as 
dilligent and expeditious as possible in making such a sufficient 
provision of goods for the ships on hand that we may not again 
be so distressed and embarrassed as wee have been this season by 
the late arrival of the shipping from Fort St. George as well as 
your Presidency, all owing to your unseasonable dispatch of 
them. 


27. Wee have chosen thirteen writers to proceed this year 
to the assistance of your Presidency who are to be ranked in the 
order they are named viz. — ^Robert Wilkinson, Willes Orr, 
Robert Byng, John Drummond, William Grubb, Ralph Leyces- 
ter, Patrick Johnstone, Aylmer Harrod, Stephen Page, Edward 
Page, John Street, Francis Gostlin, and Samuel Howitt. 


28. Mr. Drummond and Mr. Edward Page took their passage 
on the St. George, the others will go in the Bengal ships. 

We are. 

Your loving friends, 

Richd. Chauncey (Chairman)/R. Drake (Deputy)7W. 
Mabbott/M. Impey/Willm. Rider/ Christo. Burrow/ 
Peter Du Cane/Will. Braund/Henry Plant/Hy. Crabb. 
Boulton/John Boyd/Whichcott Turner/Stephen Law/ 
Timothy TuUie/WUl. Barwell/W. Wilberforce Junr. 
Thos. Rous/Thos. Phipps/Thomas Walpole/W. Willy. 

London, 19tli December 1753. 

(Ref. Records obtained from India Office, 1752-53, Vol. 17. — 
Letters from Court, pp. 324r-330.), 
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LETTER DATED 23 JANUARY 1754 

Frefe merchants entitled to Company’s protection subject to 
good behaviour — directions to push the sale of English products 
— complaints against the late arrival of goods from India and 
their high prices — defects in thie new method of assorting goods 
and suggestions for improvement — commendation of the 
Council’s decision to present a gift to Siraj-ud-daulah — praise of 
J. Z. Holwell’s zamindari management and opinion regarding 
the case of Govindaram Mitra — the Courifs insistence on putting 
a stop to the licentiousness among the Companies servants-^ 
news regarding the negotiations for peace with France — attitude 
to be adopted towards Prussian ships coming to Bengal. 

^ UR President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. Wee writt you a short letter by the St. George under date 
of the 28th of November, a duplicate and triplicate whereof went 
in the ships Essex and Ilchester packetts to be forwarded from 
Fort St. George. Wee writt again on the 19th of December last 
by three of the ships bound to Fort St. George and China, which 
letters likewise were to be forwarded by the first conveyances, 
and wee hope as they contained some general notices and direc- 
tions they will have come to your hands before the receipt of this 
letter, but for fear they should not wee shall recapitulate] some 
of the most material parts at the same time that wee convey to 
you our further sentiments and commands which we shall range 
under the usual heads. 

2. Notwithstanding our frequent directions for your writing 
to us by every good conveyance, a large packett of private letters 
was sent by the Speedwell sloop to Bussorah to be forwarded to 
England by the way of Aleppo’- and not a single line to us; this 
was an almost unpardonable omission and wee must acquaint 
you that wee shall not easily pass over such another. 

3. In such advices as you may have an opportunity of sending 
by the way of Persia we do not e 2 q)ect any long detail; on the 
contrary you are to confine yourselves to such information as 
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may without prejudice to our affairs be trusted to such pre- 
carious conveyances and the hazard of being intercepted. 

4. The packet you sent upon the Colchester was extreemly 
damaged in the storm that ship mett with at Fort St. George 
and was aftenvards forwarded to us by the Admiral Vernon; 
wee imagine it would not have been so much injured, had the 
box been enclosed in wax cloath as is the method of our other 
settlements beside gunny and therefore you must secure every 
packett for the future in cloth well waxed. 

Isf, of shipping, 

5. Wee have taken into our service this season the under- 
mentioned seventeen ships and have stationed them in the 
following manner viz. — 


Ships Tons Comniandors Consigiimcnt 


Lord Anson 

499 

Princess Ang^tsta 499 

Saint George 

499 

Grantham 

499 

Essex 

499 

Ilchestor 

499 

Tmc Briton 

4.:o 

Onslow 

499 

Triton 

499 

Denham 

499 

York 

499 

Norfolk 

499 

Anson 

370 

Warren 

499 

London 

499 

Kent 

499 

Britamda 

499 


Olifirlcs Fonlis 

Thomas Parker J 

Robert Robinson. 
John Oliver 

George Jadcson 
John Tedd j 

Henry Broadloy f 
Thomas Hindo j 
Gilbert Slater J 

George Moard 1 
Edn ard Ward i 
Pinson Bonham f 
Robert Veitch J 

Alphonsus Glover 
Richard Alhvright 1 
George Willson j 
Novell Norway 


Clrhia directly 

Madeira and Coast and 
Bay St. Helena and 
Bencoolen. 

Coast and China 

Coast and Bay 

Bombay 


6. The ships Lord Anson. Princess Augusta, St. George and 
Grantham sailed from the Downes on the 6th of December, the 
Lord Anson and Princess ’ Augusta were obliged to put in at 
Falmouth from whence they sailed again the 28th of the same 
month. 
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7. The ships Essex, Ilchester, True Briton, Onslow and Triton 
were dispatched from hence on the twentyeth of December and 
sailed out of the Downes with a fair wind on the 27th and 28th 
of the same month. 

% 

8. The York, Denham, Norfolk and Anson are now under 
their dispatches, the commanders being directed to proceed first 
to Fort St. George from whence, after they have complyed with 
their instructions for delivering some consignments and perform- 
ed some other services required of them, they are to make the 
best of their way to you, by which ships you will receive these 
advices. 

9. The ships Warren, London, Kent and Britannia will be dis- 
patched for Bombay about the middle of March. 

10. The Supra cargoes appointed to transact our affairs in 
China are formed into the following setts viz.. 

For the ships Lord Anson and Triton Messrs. John Misenor, 
John Burrow. Alexander Hume and John Mapletoft. 

For the Stafford and Onslow Messrs. Thomas Thomson, 
Samuel Blount. Thomas Sandys, William Fead, and Benjamin 
Torin. but the cargo expected on Stafford from the Mallabar 
coast is to be disposed of by Messrs. Misenor, Thomson and Hume 
and the produce thereof paid to and invested by the before- 
named five gentlemen. 


For the Princess Augusta, Mr. Samuel Harrison and 
Mr. Nathaniel Garland. For the True Britton, Mr. John 
Misenor, Mr. Samuel Harrison and Mr. John Burrow. 

The ships Essex and Ilchester are consigned to Messrs. 
Thomas Liell. Mordecai Walker and Mann Horner now in China 
to bring home their investment, and to be filled up if that falls 
short by Messrs. Misenor, Burrow, Hume and Mapletoft. 

Messrs. Misenor, Harrison and Hume are to dispose of the 
woollen goods by the Lord Anson and Princess Augusta and are 
to continue in China until the end of the year 1755, with a stock 
to make an investment and for other purposes. 
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Messrs, Misenor, Harrison, and Thomson are to take charge of 
any ships that may arrive in China destitute of Supra cargoes 

11. The gentlemen of the Committee of Secrecy this year are 
Richard Chauncey, Roger Drake, Christopher Burrow and 
William Mabbott, Esqrs. 

12. The accompanying lists will shew you the times of the 
arrival and departure of shipping, 

13. The freighters of silver, coral, emeralds, pearls and such 
kind of licensed goods have agreed (as they have done for some 
years past) that if any ship or ships on which such articles are 
laden shall proceed to Bengal without touching at Fort St. George, 
or on the other hand arrive at Fort St. George and do not pro- 
ceed to Bengal, that the President and Council at either place 
may forward such articles agreeable to their consignment on 
any of our European ships at the risque of the said freighters 
but without any further charge to them. 

14. The ships bound to the Coast and Bay this year viz, the 
St. George, York, Denham. Norfolk and Anson carry no iron 
kintladge; therefore they are to have in lieu thereof their full 
charterparty kintladge in saltpetre, that is to say, sixteen tons 
for every one hundred tons each shipp is lett for as part of their 
ladings home. 

15. The Bombay ships this season carry half kintladge in 
iron and the other half is to be made up in saltpetre, which wee 
take notice of, to prevent mistakes in case you shall have occasion 
to calculate the tonnage of any ships from that side of Incha, 

16. Having reason to expect that the abovementioned five 
Coast and Bay ships will be returned to us with as many bales 
as they can carry, in that case each ship is to have 40 or 50 tons 
of saltpetre over and above the beforementioned charterparty 
proportions on the commander’s requesting for the same; you 
may go even further if the commanders desire it as wee would 
chuse to have about 150 tons of saltpetre laden on each of the 
said five ships, provided it does not interfere with your loading 
all the bale goods you possibly can. 

17. If it shall happen that larger investments are made at 
your Presidency and, at Fort St, George than the five ships now 
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consigned thither can take in, you must carefully observe the 
directions in our last letter to apprize the President and Council 
at Bombay of your want of tonnage as early as possible that 
they may give you their assistance by sending a ship to Fort 
St. George if they can spair one in time to be dispatched home 
in a propper season. 

18. To prevent such another disappointment as wee met with 
in not having a September ship from Fort St. George arising 
from your not dispatching the Colchester thither in time, wee 
have' empowered the President and Council to detain for that 
purpose any one of the four following ships consigned to you 
viz. the York, Denham, Norfolk or Anson; in that case the 
cargo of the ship so detained will be forwarded to you by the 
first safe conveyances. 

19. The best means must be used by an early and mutual 
intercourse between our three Presidencys to assist each other 
in sending home your respective investments in case of a want 
of tonnage for that purpose at either Presidency. 

20. The disappointment wee have met with this season in 
not having the investments from your Presidency and Fort St. 
George in time to raise money at our sales for this year’s 
export has been inconceivably great and entirely resulting from 
your late and unseasonable dispatch of the several ships on your 
hands, for besides the misfortune which attended the Colchester 
at Fort St. George, the Admiral Vernon did not arrive imtil the 
20th of August, the ships Bombay Castle and Chesterfield were 
so late as the 5th and 14th of October and the Oxford and 
Godolphin are not yet arrived. Wee have every year pressed 
upon you the necessity of early dispatches and in particular 
directed you to send us a ship pj two as soon as possible that 
they might arrive very early, the advantages whereof are too 
obvious to require their being pointed out and therefore wee 
expect and direct that you make the utmost efforts to comply 
with our frequent directions on this head. 

21. We observe the several commanders of our ships imder 
various pretences evaded their being sent to Fort St. George 
in a propper time to be returned to us from thence in September 
but wee are satisfied, if you had exerted yourselves and made a 
propper use of the authority you are invested with, the obstacles 
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thrown in the way by several of them would have been fotind 
imaginary, and the Colchester in particular might have been 
dispatched much sooner. 


22. The answer you give to the observations in our letter 
by the Durrington with regard to your letting out our ships 
on country voyages is very unsatisfactory, and the method you 
mention of calculating the demorage for 8 months and readily 
accepting that sum when offered no way corresponds with our 
directions and intentions, which are to get as much as a country 
voyage is really worth and can be procured; the account you 
have transmitted to us of the Wager’s voyage makes it plainly 
appear that if you had acted with a due attention to our 
interest in former instances wee should not have had such 
reasons to complain; for the proffitt on that voyage amounts to 
Rs. 28666. 10. 9, besides the advantage of sending on that ship on 
our account to Bombay 300 tons of saltpetre and 5000 gunnys. 

23. Although wee are not desirous of having any of our ships 
detained in India if it can be possibly avoided, yet wee are con- 
vinced that such as shall happen to stay may with propper and 
just management instead of being an expence produce us a good 
proffitt. and wee shall expect to find the same accordingly in 
all future instances. 

24. Capt. Cook’s pretences for not taking in the cowries 
tendered to him were frivolous and you did right in protesting 
against him, as you likewise were in protesting against Capt. 
Hutchinson for returning 650 bags of rice under the pretence 
of reckoning the company of Swiss into his tonnage whereas 
wee have a right to the whole ship and shall make a particular 
enquiry into this affair upon the Godolphin’s arrival in England. 

25. Whenever any of the commanders dispute or disobey 
your orders, protest against them and give us a full and explicit 
accoimt of their conduct that wee may do ourselves justice 
upon their return home. 

26. If it has been customary to grant passes for vesseUs belong- 
■ ing to free merchants®, wee would have no alteration made as 
-wee look upon them to be entituled to our protection so long as 
- they behave themselves irreproachably, but if any of them shall 
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at any time make an impropper use of their passes they forfeit 
our protection and you are accordingly to send the offenders to 
England with a particular account of the offence and your 
proceedings thereupon. 

27. Wee expect to hear that upon the arrival of Joseph 
Bodley from the Mallabar coast you strictly complyed with our 
commands last year for making an enquiry into his conduct as 
Supra-cargoe of the Mary, a country ship in the service of the 
late Mr. Irwin, and if it appears that his ill behaviour drew 
Upon us the insult our flagg mett with from the Portuguese, 
which the President and Council of Bombay and our servants 
at Tellicherry^ charge him with, that you immediately send him 
home. 

28. As you very well knew that wee always appointed an 
able seaman to fill the post of Master Attendant, you were ex- 
treemly to blame in acting so contrary to our intentions in 
choosing Mr. Cruttenden by the stile of Superintendant of the 
Marine upon the death of Capt. Pinson, and wee fear 
Mr. Cruttenden had some other objects than the interest of the 
Company in view in pressing so strongly for his admittance into 
that post. 

29. Wee shall take it for granted that immediately upon the 
receipt of our last year’s commands, Capt. Samuel Button was 
appointed Master Attendant and that you carried the regulations 
therein mentioned for the better conducting the business of the 
post into execulion 

30. As wee have a good opinion of the capacity and integrity 
of Mr. B. Plaistead and of his fittness to discharge the post of 
Master Attendant, we direct that in case of the death or absence 
of Capt. Button or his not accepting of that post that 
Mr. Plaistead do succeed thereto. 

31. If the post of Master Attendant shall at any time be 
-vacant and wee have appointed noe successor, the assistant if 
sufficiently qualifyed is to fill it untill our pleasure is known, 
but if the assistant should not be qualifyed, you are to look out 
for and appoint the ablest seaman you can find to fill it provi- 
sionally until you receive our further commands. 
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32. You are hereby directed to take the state of the marine 
into your serious consideration and examine carefully whether 
there- is a necessity for such a number of vessels as nine sloops 
and eight budgerows, and whether the great annual expense 
may not be considerably abated and point out to us in what 
particulars, and wee further direct that where any reductions 
are obviously necessary you do immediately carry them into 
execution, but in doubtful cases you must wait for our further 
orders. 

2nd, of goods from Europe or from one part of India to 

another^ 

33. By the ships St. George, Essex, Ilchester, True 'Britton, 
Onslow and Triton wee consigned to our President and Council 
at Fort St. George to the amount of £ 227,253-15-8 in treasure 
with a view that you should have a large proportion of it and 
wee have accordingly given directions to our said President and 
Council to forward to you by every safe conveyance as much as 
they can spair either in bullion or rupees agreeable to the intima- 
tions they shall receive from you. 

34. Wee have laden on these ships the York, Denham, Norfolk 

Denham . Anson chests of bullion but notwith- 

standing it is consigned to you, our said 

Norfolk .' S3 do I^fEsident and Council are empowered to 
Anson take all or as much of it out of the said 

ships as they shall think propper to be coined for the use of 
your Presidency; they are likewise empowered to detain as much 
of it as shall be absolutely necessary for the various exigencys 
of that Presidency but not a rupee more upon any pretence 
whatsoever. 

35. And as our orders to Port St. George are as strong as 
possible for your being supplied with as large a proportion of 
the treasure laden on the. beforementioned ten ships as can 
be spaired, wee make no doubt of your having a sufficiency to 
proceed upon and compleat your investment in good time. 

36. Wee shall pursue our scheme of exporting as large 
quantitys of woollen goods as can be vended at the several 
markets in India and for that purpose wee have sent you this 
season about 1840 bales including the 300 bale.? to be forwarded 
to you from Fort St. George as mentioned in our last advices. 
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But jf you find youi'sclvc’s nl any lime overstocked and are 
informed woollen j[<oods sell to more advantage at Fort St. George 
•or Bombay than at your market, you may .send thither accord- 
ingly such quantilys ns you cannot well dispose of. 


37. Our other exports for your Presidency this season 
consist of 300 tons of copper. 230 tons of load. HO tons of iron 
and 30 tons of ,';lecl with .'Stores and many other articles; for the 
par{!eular.s and amount of the whole you are referred to the 
.‘:<!veral invoice;; and bills of lading. 


33, Woe continue to give our order.s to the President and 
Council of Bombay to forward to you by all opportunitys the 
ajnount of their ;;urplu.s .stock which wee apprehend from the 
ndvant.igiou'.; ■.'■ak-s tb.c-y have lately made has been vciy con- 
.sidorable and woe have good reason to bclcive you will have 
a constant sunnlv from that side of India. 


.>y. WVc ob;:e,'‘vc‘ a considerable (juantity of woollen goods 
upon the coming away of your last letters remained unsold, and 
a large pari of what had been .sold were not cleared, but as you 
cannot hut be convinced of our earnestness to promote the con- 
sumption of the English manufactures in India to the utmost 
extent, wet* hope you have exerted yoursclve.s in clearing 3’our 
warehou.'JC,';, and liiat by a constant application to forward our 
intentions you will approve your.sclvcs to be dilligcnt and faith- 
full .•servants. 

•10. Wee are acquainted in your letter of the 18th of Septem- 
ber that you will comply with our order.s of the S Januarj'’ 1752 
for the sale of good;; as far as is practicable, and in your Con.sulta- 
tion of the 21st of July wee observe some objections are made to 
the 1st and -Ith j)aj"as of our said orders b>* the Import Warehouse 
Keeper and agreed to by you, but in your letter of the lltb Feb- 
ruary follov.’ing you say our orders have been strictly complj-cd 
with: wee cannot reconcile these difTerem accounts and therefore 
you must acquaint us whether the directions in the said 1st and 
4th paras were or were not complyed with, as v.’ce do insist upon 
■a punctual observance of all our commands on this head unless 
3'ou give us very convincing reasons to the contrary, 

41. Notwithstanding the possilive orders wee gave you in 
beforementioned letter of the 8th of January to send vs a litteral 

125 Dir. of Arch. 
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copy of the preamble to or terms of every sale, they are not 
mentioned in your Consultations or in any one of the accounts- 
transmitted to us; wee therefore insist upon your acquainting, 
us with the true reasons for this disobedience to our commands- 
and wee expect a punctual comply ance with our said orders for 
the future. 

42. All accounts of sales ought to appear regularly upon your 
Consultations, but many very material ones of the goods under 
the care of the Import Warehousekeeper are omitted to be 
entered in the last book received; if you do not take effectual, 
care to prevent such negligencies in future wee shall highly 
resent it. 

43. Notwithstanding you acquaint us the fine plate copper by 
the Colchester did not sell so well in proportion as the other 
copper, wee have sent you a small parcell this year for a further 
tryal, but if you find it will not produce a reasonable proffit at 
your markett you may send the same as well as any other sort 
of that commodity under the like circumstance to Bombay 
where wee have reason to believe it will bare a good price, 

Zrdly, of investments. 

44. In the list of investment now transmitted to you wee have- 
been very particular in our observations and remarks upon the- 
various species of goods received by the ships from your 
Presidency the last season, as likewise in the directions neces- 
sary to be given for making the investment for the ships now 
proceeding to you, to all which wee expect you will give due- 
attention and obedience. 

45. In general wee must observe to you that the species of 
the goods lately received are better than those which have been 
received for two or three years past and in particular the 
difference appears more remarkable in the Chesterfield’s cargo; 
this injustice you ought to be acquainted with but at the same- 
time you must be informed that unless the prizes can be- 
greatly reduced, the Bengal trade will hardly defray the ex- 
penses of our settlements, Gurrahs* which have been a very 
great branch of your investment have been gradually advancing' 
in price from year to year until they have reached to the present, 
exorbitant rate that wee now actually lose very considerably 
by the importation of them; nothing therefore but the necessity 
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of enabling you to dispatch home the ships on your hands could 
induce us to order any to be provided. Wee mention this as a 
very considerable article wee could instance, how much wee 
suffer in many others, but what wee have writt to you for two 
or three years past makes it needless. We last year consider- 
ably reduced the quantity of gurrahs and in this year’s list 
you will observe the number ordered greatly lessened, and even, 
the quantity you are now directed to provide, inconsiderable 
as it is, will be a burthen upon us; therefore you must not exceed 
the quantity ordered in the list of investment imless you can 
considerably reduce the price and at the same time keep them 
up to the quality which if you can do you may enlarge the 
quantity provided you want to fill the ships on hand. 

46. The not receiving your investment in a proper time for 
our sales is not only a real loss by being kept out of our money 
but it occasions likewise great difficultys in providing for the 
ensuing export as may easily imagine upon reflecting how 
large a part of oUr stock is invested in Bengal goods; the 
embarrassment this season has been inconceivable and wee- 
expect you will exert yourselves to prevent our suffering in 
the like manner again. The late arrival of your investment is 
likewise attended with this further very material inconvenience 
that it prevents our making such observations upon the goods 
in time as are necessary to form and be incerted in the ensuing 
list. 

47. The disapointment wee complain of takes its- rise- 
principally from the very late agreement made with the 
merchants for your investment in 1752 and wee cannot help 
thinking that if they had been managed with spirrit and 
address you might have got the better of their artfulness and 
trifling and struck a bargain much sooner as well as upon more 
advantagious terms with respect to price. 

48. The indifferent circumstances of the greater part of your 
merchants is a very great impediment to your making advantag- 
ious terms for your investment. It is therefore necessary to 
find out some method for the more effectual execution of this 
important branch of our affairs, and the encouraging merchants 
of substance to come and reside under our protection. The 
directions wee sent you last year for reviving the office of a 
broker upon the old footing wee hope will have the desired 
effect. 
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’ 49. We observe you had made an agreement witii the 
.merchants for the investment before the arrival of our orders 
by the Godolphin and therefore wee cannot blaim you for look- 
ing upon that agreement as valid, but wee expect to hear that 
•you have paid a due regard to all the orders in our letter by 
that ship in contracting for the succeeding year’s investment, 

50. Wee likewise shall expect a punctual complyance with 
the several orders and directions sent you last year upon this 
branch of our affairs which were full and explicit both in the as- 
list of investment and our letter and wee hope the regulations 
there pointed out will be the means of the merchants bringing 
in their goods earlier than they have of late. 

51. We have for some time past made great complaints of the 
sortment of your goods and the great inequallity in the quallity 
which has been found in one and the same bale; wee observe 
with satisfaction that Mr. Manningham and Mr. Frankland 
have endeavoured to remedy this evil by proposing a new 
method of sorting that they apprehended might obviate our 
frequent complaints, which method wee find you so far approved 
of at a Consultation on the 17 December 1752 as to order the 
different sortments of cloth in future to be examined and packed 
in the manner set forth in their letter entered after that Consul- 
tation, Although you are highly to be commended for making 
this attempt, and wee agree wi^ you in opinion that a greater 
equality may be preserved in the bales by this method, yet wee 
■cannot approve of it for this obvious reason that the merchants’ 
names of whom the cloth is bought and the sorters who sort it 
cannot be noticed in the bale note for our information as has 
been always usual, and wee are affraid if those checks are re- 
moved there will be roome for many and great impositions; 
therefore you must fall into some other method, and as it is but 
within these few years that wee have had reason to complain 
of the inequality of the goods, we think if the same care and 
application is continued which wee observe in the present 
Export Warehousekeeper, it will not be difficult to remedy the 
evil, and wee recommend it to you as near as possible to pack 
every merchant’s goods by themselves and if at any time goods 
are wanted to compleat a package, to add thereto the goods of 
any other merchant as near the quallity of the others as you can. 
And we further recommend it to you to comply strictly with the 

directions in the 31st para of our letter of the 24 January 1753 wifi 
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regard to sorting .goods in such a manner so that they may be 
kept up to the quality of the respective musters, that is to say' 
the head sort of every parcel must fully come up to the muster 
A, the second sort to muster B, the third sort tO' 
muster C, the fourth to muster D, and the 5th to muster E, 
the reason of our being so particular is that it seems to us as if 
you sorted every merchant’s goods into five letters and prized 
them as A. B. C. D. E. without distinguishing whether they came 
up to the musters of those several letters, by which the letter 
A of one merchant’s goods are packed with the same letter of 
another’s although really no better than B and ought to be 
placed to that letter accordingly, and in the same manner with 
respect to the other letters, which method must certainly be 
one great occasion of the inequallity wee complain of and must 
be carefully avoided in future. 

52. Wee observe your animadversions upon the investments; 
made by our servants at Dacca and Jugdea® both with regard, 
to the bad quality and the high prices of the goods provided by 
them, the reasons for which wee think are not satisfactorily 
accounted for. Your watchful eye must constantly attend the- 
conduct of our servants at the subordinate settlements to 
observe every deviation from their duty from whatever induce- 
ment it proceeds that you may be able to rectify all abuses in 
time. 

53. The fine Cossajura mulmuls by the Chesterfield, especially 
the head sort, gave great satisfaction and sold well, the inferior- 
sorts not being much in demand sold but indifferently although, 
the quality was not to be complained of. 

54. The quantity of saltpetre requisite to be laden on the five- 
Coast and Bay ships viz., the St. George, York, Denham, Norfolk 
and Anson agreeable to our intimation under the first head will 
amount to about 150 tons a ship or 750 tons, besides what may 
be necessary to be laden on any ship remaining on your hands 
of the preceeding year, over and above which you are to send ■ 
to Bombay 300 tons by the first conveyances that offer and Fort. 
St. George is to be supplyed with a sufficient quantity for 

gunpowder, all which you must purchase as early as- 
possible to prevent any disappointment and upon the most- 
reasonable terms you can, and here we renew our last year’s 
recommendation to you for purchasing from time-to time any 
large quantitys of saltpetre that may be offered at low prizes so^ 
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as to have a stock of about 2000 tons by you more than suflicicnt 
to dispatch the ships annually; the utility of such a method is so 
apparent that the barely mentioning it is suflicicnt. 

55. Upon mentioning in the prccocding paragraph 150 tons 
of saltpetre to be laden on each Coast and Bay ship woe mean 
that is to be the quantity on each ship whether laden in Bengal or 
at Fort St. George or in parts at both places, and you must ac- 
cordingly take care that the President and Council at Fort 
St. George have always a sufficient supply to complcat the 
loading of the said 5 ships accordingly, as likewise for what may 
be necessary to be laden on any ship or ships remaining on their 
bands of the preceeding season. 

56. Wee observe you paid CRs 52 per maund for the tincal 
provided in 1752 whereas wee are certain that the commanders 
who brought home that commodity the same season paid no 
more than 35 CRs per maund, and that theirs was as good or 
better than the Company’s is evident from the sale, what you 
sent by the Wager selling in an average at £ 16*15 per cwt, and 
that in private trade by the same ship from £ 21 to £ 22 per cwt. 
Your giving such an extraordinary price is a certain proofe of 
great inattention to our Interest, for surely wee may always 
expect to have goods upon as reasonable terms if not for less 
than private traders, and it is no wonder that wee have had so 
much cause to complain of the dearness of our goods in general 
if as little care has been taken in other branches as in the 
present instance. 

4 thl 2 /, concerning the trade of India and transactions with the 

country Government. 

57. It gives us great satisfaction to observe that your applica- 
tion in concert with the Agents of the French and Dutch 
Companys to prevent the order from the Durbar taking effect 
for sending all money to the mint whether bullion or rupees to 
be coined has been attended with success. 

58. Wee observe the present scituation of the affair relating 
to Deepchund’s® deposit occasioned by the demise of Mr. Cole 
but wee hope some person has or will take out letters of adminis- 
tration and tliat in consequence thereof a legal determination 
may be made of this long depending and troublesome affair. 
In the mean time you must take all the prudent precautions 
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.■you can to prevent any embarrassments with the country Govern- 
ment if Coja Wazeed^ should as he has threatened complain to 
the Nabob. 

59. Wee find Hookumbegg® has again renewed his unreason- 
able demand for 3600 rupees on account of the sugar merchants. 
Wee observe you have not complyed with it and wee hope never 
will, for if you give way he will certainly levy it annually, un- 
reasonable as it is, but however hard the case may be it is no 
concern of ours and wee do insist upon your recovering from the 
merchants any mony that may be extorted from you on this 
account agreeable to the directions wee gave you last year. 

60. It gives us great satisfaction to observe that Nabob 
Sarajee Doula whom Alliverde Cawn appointed to be his 
•successor received our President and the other gentlemen 
deputed by the Board to compliment him upon the occasion 
■with such marks of distinction and wee hope you will loose no 
opportunity of improving the favourable opinion he seems to 
•entertain of the English nation. A present could not be avoided 
-and the not giving a handsome one would have been an ill timed 
piece of frugality and therefore wee approve of what you have 
•done. 

61. Wee entirely agree with you that an intimacy should be 
kept up with the heads of the government and the necessity of 
it appeared so obviously to us that wee gave you our sentiments 
•thereupon very fully in last year’s advices to which therefore 
you are referred. 

62. You represent to us that the extortions of the government 
■at Jugdea, the ruined condition and roguery of the delolls and 
other inconveniencies attending the carrying on business at that 
place has made it necessary to remove from thence and fix in 
some more commodious scituation and that as Luckipore® 
appears to be such you were making applications at Muxadavad 
•for a grant accordingly. Wee hope this affair has been well 
considered, for as you very well know at what a price the gov- 
•ernment rate the least favour desired of it, nothing but necessity 
should oblidge you to apply to it and wee wish you have not 
been too precipitate in this affair; however since you have 
proceeded so far, wee must depend upon your conducting it at 
the least possible expence, and that you have taken the neces- 
sarv care to secure the payment of what the delolls at Jugdea 
•■are indebted to us. 
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bthly, concerning fortifications, buildings and revenues, 

63. As barracks for the soldiers are absolutely necessary wee- 
hope you gave orders for building them upon the arrival of 
Col. Scott, but if they are not begun you must consult that, 
gentleman and sett about them'fmmediately. 

64. You may give directions for the repairing our factory 
at Patna but you are to expend no more upon it than is neces- 
sary to prevent its running to ruin. 

65. As soon as you are employed in any works of consequence 
wee direct that you strictly attend to our orders of the 21 August 
1751 for appointing a committee to examine into the methods-, 
of paying for workmanship and materials and to regulate them 
in such a manner as shall be most, to our advantage. 

66. Although under the circumstances you represent" 
Mr. Knox’s case with regard to the arrack farm wee think he is- 
entitled to an equitable I’eleife, yet you must take particular care- 
that wee may have at all times the utmost value that licence- 
will produce. 

67. Notwithstanding what several of our servants have urged' 
by way of justification of their conduct during their respective- 
Buxey ships, wee are fully convinced that office wants greatly 
to be regulated. For that purpose wee transmitted you a copy 
of M. Plaistead’s letter to us and ordered you in our letter of 
the 8th of January 1752 to carry the regulations therein pointed 
out into execution as fully as possible, but as wee do not find' 
any have been made in consequence of our said orders, wee 
insist upon your reasons for this omission of your duty, and wee- 
now acquaint you that if you do not immediately make a- 
regular enquiry into the business of that office and regulate it: 
in such a manner as may prevent in future the many abuses 
that have crept into it by the dishonesty of some of our servants- 
or the negligencies of others, you may depend upon feeling the- 
weight of our resentment. 

68. Wee are fully apprized of the unkind and discouraging 
reception Mr. Plaistead met with upon his return to Calcutta 
for no other reason that wee can find than his well meant and" 
honest endeavours to serve us but Mr. Macguire’s behaviour, if 
what Mr. Plaistead charges him with is true, was of a nature- 
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that must put an end to our authority and render our protection 
useless unless duely resented. The charge is that upon his 
waiting upon Mr. Macguire on his first arrival he cut him down, 
with a sword and almost murdered him under a pretence of 
his having used him ill in England with us. It is very extra- 
oz'dinary that no enquiry was made into this affair but wee are 
determined it shall not be so lightly passed over. Wee therefore 
command you to make a full and strict enquiry into every circum- 
stance of Mr, Macguire’s behaviour to Mr. Plaistead and report, 
the whole to us with your impartial opinion thereupon for our 
aetermination and in the mean time if you find Mr. Macguire 
culpable you are to suspend him from our service and wait 
for our further orders. 

69. Mr. HolwelP^ has very fully answered our expectations in 
regulating and conducting the office of Jemindar^ and has, bjr 
the considerable encrease in the revenues resulting from his 
good management and by transmitting to us such a clear and. 
intelUgeble account of the nature and state of them, convinced 
us of what wee long suspected that wee have been most grossly^ 
imposed upon in this branch of our affairs. 

70. It will here naturally follow that wee acquaint you wee- 
have with the greatest attention perused Mr. Hoi well’s charges, 
against Govindrem Metre for frauds and mismanagements in 
his post as an assistant under our Jemindars for a number of. 
years past. Metre’s replys and your whole proceedings thereupon, 
upon which wee shall give you our sentiments in as concise a- 
manner as wee can. It would have reflected upon the justice- 
of the Company if the request for Metre’s confinement made 
by Mr. Holwell out of his zeal to serve us had been complyed 
with, for although there were strong presumptions of his guilt, 
they were not reduced to a degree of certainty sufficient to take- 
sucli a step; upon the principle therefore of conducting our 
affairs with lenity and justice wee cannot but approve of your 
holding him on security only. 

71. Many of the various articles of Mr. Holwell’s charge- 
against Metre wee are of opinion might, if fairly enquired into, 
have been fully proved and Metre in consequence have been 
justly obliged to refund what he had wronged us off to a great- 
amount, although perhaps not to a degree Mr. Holwell has- 
estimated but it is with the greatest surprize- wee observe the; - 
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damp thrown upon this enquiry by the extraordinary resolu- 
tions of the majority of your Board bn the 11th of October 1752 
viz., that Metre was not in trust to the Company from the 
nature of his office, that he had a right to purchase the farms 
(in question) — and that he was not accountable to the Company 
the proffitts made on them. These resolutions wee say threw 
such a damp upon Mr. Holwell’s efforts to do his duty that wee 
cannot at all wonder at your acquitting Metre of every charge 
against him except a very trifling one, and it seems as if the 
majority had predetermined to render all Mr. Holwell’s attempts 
lo procure us justice abortive, for to us it appears most evident 
that Metre was a servant of the Company’s and as such received 
a monthly pay, that as an assistant in the jemindarry he had a 
very great trust reposed in him in having the revenues almost 
•entirely under his management, how or by what means acquir- 
ed wee cannot pretend to say, but that so it was is most apparent, 
^d that by Metre’s voluntarily acknowledging himselfe' answer- 
able for the roguerys and embezlements of his under-agents he 
confesses himself in trust. 

72. That Metre had a right to be a purchaser of our farms if 
fairly and openly sold wee will admit but that was far from 
being the case, for it plainly appears that he obtained the farms 
in question in a clandestine manner by misrepresenting their 
real value, then purchasing them in fictitious names for his own 
use and immediately disposing of them again (often the very 
same day) to other persons at a very considerable proffitt 
Although these fraudxilent transactions have taken their rise 
from negligence and want of attention in some of our servants 
and through the connivance and from worse motives in others, 
the fraud in Metre is no way extenuated. He has evidently 
cheated us and he ought to make us satisfaction. And here it is 
pertinent to observe that when Metre was known to be the real 
purchaser, as it appears he was, in the sale of the salt farm by 
Mr. Burrow and the great buzar by Mr. Manningham, they both 
sold at publick outcry at a considerable advance, which plainly 
shews that when he purchased under fictitious names his 
■original intentions were to defraud us. 

73. As this affair of the farms is such an apparent fraud wee 
do insist upon an adequate satisfaction and therefore wee direct 
that an account be stated of the proffitts Metre has made on all 
and every farm which you can trace back and find to have been 
purchased by him in a fraudulent manner and after making all 
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just and reasonable allowances you do oblige him to refund the 
overplus with interest. 

74. Mr. HolweU’s whole conduct in this afiEair has been en- 
tirely to our satisfaction and his abilitys, zeal and application 
to serve us are so sufficiently apparent that wee are satisfyed 
it will be in his power, if no obstructions are thrown in his way, 
to prove himself a very valuable servant to the Company. Wee 
shall therefore expect as you regard our future favour that you 
give him not only all necessary countenance and assistance in 
his particular station of Jemindar but allso in whatever he shall 
point out or intimate may be of service fo the Company in any 
•other branches of our affairs. At the same time you are to be 
particularly careful that the natives are treated with the 
strictest justice and humanity. 

<6thly and Ithly, of covenant and military servants and accounts. 

75. Wee have chosen the following writers to serve us upon 
the Bengal establishment who are to take rank' in the order they 
are named viz., Robert Wilkinson, Willes Orr, Robert Byng, 
John Drummond, William Grubb, Ralph Leycester, Patrick 
Johnstone, Aylmer Harrod, Stephen Page, Edward Page, John 
Street. Francis Gostlin. and Samuel Howitt, 

76. In order to put a stop as soon as possible to the pernicious 
custom of employing black people in your writing business 
you must take care that all our servants are regularly and con- 
stantly employed in their respective stations, particularly the 
younger sort, and if the present number is not sufficient for the 
various branches of your business, lett us be acquainted how 
many more are wanting and you shall be fully supplied. 

77. Your not being acquainted of our appointing William Hay 
a writer upon the Bengal establishment was an omission. You 
did right therefore in employing him in that station on. his 
producing the coxmterpart of his covenants; his proper rank is 
as you have placed him upon the list next below Francis Sykes. 

78. Wee have permitted Mr. Samuel Chandler to proceed to 
and reside in India under our protection to exercise his profes- 
sion of a surgeon, and wee recommend him to succeed to the 
first vacancy that shall happen in our service wherever he may 
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85. And here wee think it necessary to lay it down as a 

possitive and standing order that if any one of our. servants shall’ 
in future refuse to serve us in any station or post for which 
the Governour and Council shall think him qualified, and shall 
appoint him to, that such servant be immediately dismissed our- 
service, lett his rank be what it will. * 

86. If Mr. Blachford's circumstances will not admit of the- 
defraying the charges of his passage to England, you must send 
him home at our expence as wee are determined upon discourag- 
ing the allowance of pentions to any persons abroad. 

87. You ought not to have given Mr. Ranson leave to return 
to England until his affair had 'been brought to an issue in the 
Mayor’s Court notwithstanding he may have given .the required’ 
security for the amount of the charge against him, as it will be 
impossible to proceed against him here so effectually as in 
Bengal for want of the necessary informations and proofs. 
Mr, Ranson wee find did not make use of the liberty you gave- 
him by taking passage on any ships dispatched in 1752, wee hope- 
therefore he is still with you. If that is the case he must not. 
be suffered to leave Bengal until his accounts are finished. 

88. It frequently happens that when any of our servants have- 
been dismissed or suspended abroad or that they lay down our 
service and come to England under the pretence of severitys or 
hard usage they have met with, they apply to us for releife, but 
however willing wee may be to render justice to every person, 
wee are seldom informed sufficiently of the facts to form a- 
propper judgement whether such persons are entitled to any 
releife or not, and therefore wee direct that for the future, when 
you have reason to beleive any of our servants have or do 
misbehave themselves in any respect whatsoever so as to- 
deserve censure, you do state the facts as they appear to you 
of such misbehaviour in writing and deliver the same by way 
of a charge to the misbehaving person, and give him a reason- 
able time to reply thereto, likewise in writing, which done you 
must strictly and impartially examine the evidence for and. 
against such person and determine whether he is or is not. 
guilty of the charge against him. The whole of your proceedings, 
must be transmitted to us for our information together with, 
your opinion thereupon, and the reasons for such your determi- 
nation and opinion. 
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27. We consigned the gentlemen at Fort St. George on the 
Hardwick, Capt. John Samson, sundry goods and merchandize 
on Your Honours’ account amounting to CRs. 574700 which 
ship we hope will arrive safe in England and are with the 
greatest respect. 

May it please Your Honours 

Your most faithfull and most obedient humble servants^ 

Roger Drake Junr./C. Manningham/Paul Richard Pearkes/W. 
Frankland/J. Z. Holwell/W. Macke tt /Edward Eyre. 

Fort William, 

28th September, 1755. 

(Ref; Copies of records obtained from India Office, Letters 
•to Court, Vol. 4, 1755-57, pp. 32-42. 

Extracts from paragraph 20 published in Wilson’s Old Port 
William, Vol. II, p. 31.) 
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LETTER DATED 24 NOVEMBER 1755 

_0 the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the 

A Hon’ble United Company of Merchants of England Trad- 
ing to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours 

1. Having laden the salt petre and redwood we intend for 
•this ship, we have given Mr. William Ryder orders to proceed 
to Ingelie and dispatch her to Fort Marlborough for their sur- 
plus pepper. 

2. At Capt. Debuke’s request we have put ninety tonns of 
salt petre on board more than is stipulated in charterparty, 
with this condition that we reserve the power to ourselves of 
turning it into whole freight or half freight as we see occasion. 

3. We have granted the following setts of bills of exchange 
•by this ship at 2s. 3d. each. 

On the 24th November to Messrs Mannin- 
gham and Frankland for CRs. 25067-7-9 
payable to William Davis Esqr. and 
Capt. John Griffin is £st. 2820-1-9 

On do to Capt. Thomas Debuke account 
Capt. Robert Veitch for .CRs. 11441 
payable to John Hallatt Esqr. is 


£st. 1287-2-3 
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we are obliged to give out putton for all the sortments and the 
dearness of cotton, cotton yarn etc. materials and provisions, 
is so great, that were we to reject all the indifferent pieces- 
brought us, we should find it impossible to get the money again, 
from the weavers — ^the price therefore of those goods is en- 
hanced. and the investment got in with difficulty. 

36. The orders for Cuttorah are thirteen thousand (13000) 
pieces of which six thousand two hundred and ninety three 
(6293) pieces are ready and the gomastah thinks he can provide 
five (5) or six thcftjsand (6000) more. We have received five 
thousand and ninety three (5093) pieces to the 26th of October 
but this aurung labours under great disadvantages in regard 
to the price of indigo etc. materialls and provisions. 

37. We directed the gomastah at Gollagore to purchase only 
thirteen thousand (13000) pieces which is four thousand (4000) 
pieces less than last year’s order and prohibited his providing: 
any soot romalls, those of last year preying very dear as will 
appear by the invoice of this ship. He had purchased to the- 
7th November six thousand one hundred and seventy[sic] 
seven (6127) pieces of sorts and expects to procure four (4) or 
five thousand (5000) pieces more. We have received three- 
thousand one hundred and twenty seven (3127) pieces and 
daily expect three thousand (3000) pieces, which are on the 
way hither. This is a putton aurung and the sortments pro- 
vided are coloured goods, and the same complaints against 
the enhance of indigo, materials and provision as at Cuttorah 
and Calcutta. 

38. The orders fefr Barnagore are fourteen thousand six 
hundred (14600) pieces which exceeds those of last year seven- 
teen hundred (1700) pieces: to the 14th October they had pur- 
chased seven thousand four hundred and seven (7407) pieces 
of which six thousand two hundred and forty (6240) are ar- 
rived in Calcutta and the gomastah thinks he can purchase - 
five (5) or six thousand (6000) more within the season. This is 
likewise a putton aurung and we have equal complaints as 
from the 'three preceeding aurungs. 

39. The Orders for Santipore are twelve thousand five 
hundred (12500) pieces of cloth, and eighty (80) maunds fine 
cotton yam of which eight thousand two -hundred and eighty 
four (8284) pieces were ready at the aurung the 9th November^ 
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4. By the London, which ship will be dispatched from hence 
between the first and ciglh of next month, we shall address 
Your Honours under the established heads to which we beg 
leave to be referred for the occurances of our Presidency and 
are with the greatest respect. 

May it please Your Honours 

Your most failhfull and most obedient humble servants, 

Roger Drake Junr./C. Manningham/Paul Richard Pcarkes/ 
W. Frankland/J. Z. Hoi well /W. Mackett/Edward Eyre, 

Port William, 

24th November, 1755. 

(Ref: Copies of records obtained from India Oifics, Letters 
to Court, Vol. 4, 1755-57, pp. 43-44). 
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LE1TER DATED 8 DECEMBER 1755 


Shipping details — high prices of cloth due to competition- of 
other European companies — formation of a committee for 
managing correspondence ivith the aurungs — ^parwana from 
the Nawah forbidding all rajas and zamindars to molest the 
Company's trade — case for vessels trading at foreign ports 
on the. Coromandel Coast reiterated — clash of jurisdiction be- 
tween the Mayor's Court and the Zamindar's Court. 

'T’,0 the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the- 
Hon’ble the United Company of Merchants of England 
Trading to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours 

1. We did ourselves the honour of giving you a summary 
account of your affairs at this Presidency by Hardwick, Capt.. 
John Samson under date thfe 11th September which ship 
Mr. Henry Kelsall dispatched from Ingelie on' the 19th of .that 
month when she drew 18 feet water upon an even keel. Ex-- 
tract of the most material parts of that address we forwarded, 
on the 23rd September to Bussorah on the Neptune snow to 
be from thence transmitted to Your Honours via AUeppo. 
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-Eiye thousand two hundred and ninety six (5296) pieces are 
arrived in Calcutta with fifteen (15) maunds fine yarn; they 
-expect ttf provide two (2) or three thousand (3000) pieces more. 
The cotton yam is so very dear and difficult to be obtained that 
'we fear the order will not be fully compleated. What cloth is 
•purchased before the 15th January may arrive in time to be 
;sent home; 

40. The orders of last year for Hurrypaul were eleven 
'thousand three hundred (11300) pieces, but are now encreased 
tcf thirteen thousand three hundred and fifty (13350) pieces. 
'The gomastah had provided to the 2nd of November five thou- 
sand one hundred and thirty six (5136) pieces of which one 
thousand six hundred and forty four (1644) pieces are arrived 
and he expects to procure five (5) or six thousand (6000) 
pieces moi'e within the seaso‘n. This being a putton aurung, the 
poverty of the weavers obliges the gomastah to be very care- 
full in the advance of money and we are apprehensive the 
•order will not be compleated within fifteen hundred (1500) or 
two thousand (2000) pieces. 

41. The gomastah at Buron will be able we expect to com- 
ply with our orders for twenty thousand (20000) pieces, as he 
.had ready the 29th of October fourteen thousand one hundred, 
-and eight (14108) pieces. 

42. None of this cloth is yet arrived as the carriage is oy 
land when the waters are run off. and the ways open for oxen. 
"We sent the gomastah a dustuck the 11th November for two 
hundred and fifty oxen load, by whom we expect in ten or 
fifteen days to receive twelve thousand (12000) pieces. What 
•cloth is purchased before the 15th January may arrive in time 
-to be forwarded to Europe the same season. 

43. At Soonamookey the orders of last season were to pro- 
wide two thousand nine hundred (2900) pieces of silk goods, 
'twcy hundred (200) maunds of ,lack. and twenty thousand 
•(20,000) pieces of gumahs but this year’s orders are only for 
■two thousand five hundred (2,500) pieces of silk goods, and six 
hundred (600) maunds of lack. 

44. The silk goods they will be able to procure, there being 
Teady at the aurung the 3rd of October one thousand four 
'hundred and ninety one (1491) pieces but there will be a de- 
■ffciency in the lack, little having been produced this season, 
idnd many purchasers. 



8 D32CEMBE11 1755 


913 


2. Duplicates of the above letters are enclosed in .this packet 
^nd we shall now proceed to give a full detail of our transac- 
tions under the usual established heads and 

First, of shipping. 

3. Tlie river has this year been surveyed and the report 
•entered after our Consultations of the 22nd May. The sloops 
being most of them in Ballasore Road waiting for shipping in 
the month of November, the later survey of the river for this 
reason will be reported in December. 

4. On the 1st September we ordered our Secretary to give 
public notice that we were willing to receive proposals for 
contracting to supply Your Honours’ marine with naval stores 
from any person or persons whatsoever (covenanted servants 
•excepted) to commence the first day of January 1756 and the 
contractor to take the farm of the rope walk at a thousand 
Arcot Rupees (ARs. 1000) per annum which is four hundred 
and eighty (480) Current Rupees more than before received 
•on that account. Mr. John Afton tendred his proposals to the 
Board the 20th October, copy thereof we send in this packet, 
and Your Honours may rely upon it, we shall use our utmost 
endeavours to procure the stores as cheap as possible, 
though to the 11th November he is the only person who has 
'Offered to contract. 

5. A vessel being bound for Bombay we wrote Mr. Bourchier 
and his Council by her under date the 9th September to this 
effect, that as there were but three ships destined this season 
for the Coast and Bav we were in hopes it would be in our 
power to return to Europe all Your Honours’ ships, both those 
detained in India the foregoing year and those of this year, 
provided they could assist us by filling up one ship from that 
Coast, and as they had indented for three hundred (300) tonns 
•of salt petre, we requested they would inform us whether our 
loading it upon the ship we should station to be filled up at 
Tellicherry (if a ship was sent there) would be as agreeable 
to them as freighting it upon some of our country ships bound 
•directed [sic] to their Presidency. 

6. By the London and Anson who imported safe from 
Bombay on the 4th October we had the satisfaction to learn 
from Mr. Bourchier and his Council that the contracts made 
■on their Coast’s settlements for pepper would enable them to 

125 D of A 
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45. In the orders of 1753 were ninety thousand (90,000) 
single pieces of gurrahs, one half whereof we directed to be 
provided at Cossimbuzar, and our gomastah at Soonamookey 
advising us he could procure some, we ordered him to send 
musters of the same which, proving better and cheaper than 
those o'f Cossimbuzar, induced us to establish four more aurungs 
viz., Elambuzar, Cowgang, Mustolly and Nannour, but upon 
the reduction of your orders this year to thirty five thousand 
(35,000) pieces, we withdrew our gomastahs from these four 
aurungs except Elambuzar, where we found about two 
hundred (200) maunds of lack might be provided, and as the 
putton had been given out, we permitted the gomastah to re- 
main in order to collect the amount. The gomastah at Mustolly 
had settled the whole business and returned. At Cowgang two 
hundred and fifty (250) rupees remain outstanding and a peon 
is left to collect the same. We are obliged to continue a deputy 
gomastah, writer, and peon to collect about one thousand 
(1000) rupees at Nannour where the people are very poor. We 
have not given any orders for gurrahs the ensueing season, but 
shall make a beginning when the ships are dispatched and 
Your Honours may be perswaded of our best attention and 
care to provide them in the best and cheapest manner. The 
gurrahs etc. coarse cloths being chiefiy made of Surat cotton, 
their price will be dear the ensuing season from the high rate 
of cotton, what received per London and Anson on Your Ho- 
nours’ account having sold this season at thirty (30) rupees per 
.maund free of discount. 

46. All the gomastahs had orders early in the season to 
■send us a monthly price current otf provisions and materials 
•for make the cloth; this had been punctually obeyed and we 
■are concerned to inform Your Honours, the prices of every 
article are amasingly enhanced from what they were only a 

■few years since. 

47. Upon receipt of Your Honours’ list of investment this 
■season, we ordered the ExpOrt Warehouse Keeper to compare 
the same with that received last year and mark' the increase 
and decrease which was accordingly done on the 4th Septem- 
.her and is entered after that day’s Condultation. We observe 
the indent for gurrahs is greatly lessened in this year’s list, 
which will put us tO some trouble in flooring the Europe ships 
with coarse goods as salt petre will draw the dyes of alT co- 
loured goods, which for that reason we cannot use for flooring. 
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ease us in the tonnage of one ship and that they should give* 
their Chief and factors at Tellicherry previous notice to pre- 
pare a loading for any ship we might think proper to send 
thither to be filled up and dispatched to Europe. At the same 
time they requested of us to put the salt petre they had in- 
dented for on board the ship we should send to Tellicherry,, 
unless we designed any one for their Presidency on a country 
voyage. 

7. In consequence of these advices we stationed the Duke- 
of Dorset, Captain Bernard Forrester, to proceed to the Malabar 
Coast with thirty (30) tonns of redwood, and three hundred 
(300) tonns of salt petre leaving it to the gentlemen at Telli- 
cherry to take out as much salt petre as will make room for 
their surplus pepper. Besides the above three hundred (300)- 
tonns of salt petre, we came to a. resolution to put on board 
that ship her charterparty tonnage of eighty (80) tonns but. 
Captain Forrester representing that so great a dead weight in- 
the ship’s bottom might, in any bad weather, occasion her 
masts to be rolled away, we then at his request ordered only 
three hundred (300) tonns to be laden. The remaining eighty 
(80) tonns for Bombay we shall forward there if any good con- 
veyance offers, and we can send it on a reasonable freight. 

8. We have likewise stationed the Anson, Captain Thomas-- 
Debuke, to proceed to Fort Marlborough for the surplus pepper, 
the President and Council of Fort St. George have advised 
there will be at that settlement. On her we purpose lading- 
her charterparty tonnage of redwood and one hundred -and- 
fifty (150) tonns of salt petre, with twelve hundred (1200) bags- 
of rice and gunnies two. thousand Mille [sic] indented for that 
settlement by the President and Council of Fort St. George. 

9. Mr. -Pigot and his Council having likewise informed us- 
they should in January have bales sufficient for loading home- 
one whole ship from their Presidency, we have appointed the 
Eastcourt, Capt. Arthur Evans, to proceed thither with her 
charterparty redwood and three hundred (300) tonns of salt 
petre; the remaining tonnage will be supplyed by rice from' 
hence. 

10. The respective commanders of those ships Have received' 
our orders to get in readiness to take their cargoes on board- 
as soon as possible, and -we hope .to dispatch them all front 
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48 . We have supplied the aurungs with one million two 
hundred and eighty cfiie thousand six hundred and thirty seven 
rupees, two annaes ( 1 , 281 , 637 . 2 .-—.) current viz. 



Current Rupees 

As 

Pice 

Santipore 

93,592 

3 

9 

Hurrypaul 

. ’ 85,443 

8 

6 

DorneacoIIy 

38,533 

7 

3 

Gollagore 

38,518 

3 

6 

Cuttorah 

5 r, 49 T 

6 

6 

Burron 

82,261 

— 

3 

Harriall 

. . . . 224,120 

6 

9 

Badaul 

79,483 

14 

6 

Keerpye 

. . . 162,570 

12 

— 

Malda 

. . . 264,007 

2 

6 

Calcutta 

59,500 

— 

— 

Bamagore 

73,015 

2 

— 

Soonamokie . 

22,099 

Current Rupees 1,281,637 

14 

2 

6 


And have received from the aurungs to this date, four hundred 
and fifty thousand ( 450 , 000 ) Current Rupees in goods. 

49 . And here we beg leave to assure Your Honours that 
nothing but a real attachment to your interest and the neces- 
sity of the service attended with no 'appearance of danger or 
troubles in the country could induce us to deviate from the 
regulation at first laid down of sending only small sums at a 
time to the aurungs, but the inconveniences were great and 
manifest as the currents of the business would be frequently 
interrupted and the gomastahs of other nations advantage 
themsdves by our want of money; we have therefore amply 
furnished the aurungs, -always regulating our supplies by the 
cloth to be purchased, ■ and ballance of cash remaining at each 
j aurung uninvested which are duely set forth in the letters and 
• cash accompts received from the ’gomastahs at the close of 
•every ten or fifteen days . according ttf the distance of the- 
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hence so early in the season, that if they meet with no impedi- 
ments in their lading at the several ports they are consigned to 
they will arrive with Your Honours in proper time, which 
will give us a very sensible satisfaction. 

11. There remain the Denham, London and St. George to be 
consigned Your Honours directly from hence. The London we 
purpose to dispatch home the first week in December, the 
Denham early in January if possible and the St. George some 
time in February and we shall use our best endeavours to get 
her away as early as her return -from China will admit of. 

12. By the Duke of Dorset the President and Council of Fort 
St. George informed us they had ordered Mr. Brooke to send, 
the Denham without waiting for any advices from hence. But 
having received no advice of her so late as the 10th November, 
we are under some apprehensions the conveyance sent to the 
Negrais with those orders had miscarried, and as it was of the 
utmost consequence to have the Denham return in time to be 
dispatched home in January, we have sent Your Honours’ sloop 
the Bonetta with a letter to Mr. Brooke requesting him to- 
direct Captain Heard to make the best of his way to Bengali. 
On that sloop we have laden some rice and provisions to be 
landed at the Negrais. At the same time we wrote the Presi- 
dent and Council of Fort St. George what we had done, and 
advised them likewise that we had stationed the Eastcourt to- 
proceed to their Presidency to be loaded for Europe. 

13. The several consignments of treasure made us this year 
by the President and Council of Fort St. George are as follows. 

By the Hardwick, seventy (70) chests. 

By the Eastcourt, forty (40) chests. 

By the Duke of Dorset, twenty five (25) chests. 

In all one hundred and thirty five (135) chests containing 
288,000 Madrass Rupees and 792,000 Arcot Rupees, 
which small supply will scarce be sufficient for the investments 
of our aurungs and subordinates, and puts it entirely out of 
our power to attempt any great reduction in our debt at in- 
terest, though it gradually decreases; on the contrary we are 
apprehensive we shall be imder a necessity of borrowing 
money to begin our purchases of next season, unless the gentle- 
men at Fort St. George send us a very large consignment by 
■the Doddington. 
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aurung. The most advantagious times of purchasing are the 
months of February, March and April, and the proper seasons 
for dressing the cloth- (which is all bought brown) June, July 
and August, and unless we had pursued this method, little or 
no cloth could have been provided, more especially at Malda, 
Badaul, Harriall and Burron aurungs so as to arrive in time 
for the shipping of the same season, the carriage of the three 
former being by water in the months of August, September, 
October and November and from Burron by land in November, 
December and January when the ways are open for the pas- 
sage of oxen. From the above reasons, the early purchases 
have always the advantage in regard to price and dressing. 


50. Since drawing out the above statement we have receiv- 
ed from the different aurungs twenty seven thousand three 
hundred and fifty three pieces of cloth. 

51. The Export Warehouse Keeper reporting to the Board 
that the weavers residing in Calcutta and the adjacent places 
making great complaints of the dearness of cotton, which 
made it impracticable to keep up the fabricks to their usual 
goodness without an advance, and the Board being satisfied Of 
the truth of this complaint, we permitted him to make such 
reasonable allowances upon that score as he might judge 
necessary to preserve the qualities of the several sortments of 
goods fabricated in and near Calcutta. 

52 Our contract for salt petre made before the departure 
•of the Eigmont being insufficient to comply with your direc- 
tions relating to that article and the indents received frOm Fort 
St. George and Bombay, we encreased the quantity Omichimd 
agreed to deliver us by the end of January from thirty thou- 
sand (30,000) maunds to forty thousand (40,000) upon the same 
terms and conditions that is, five rupees, twelve annaes 
(5-12) Arcot per factory maund and interest allowed on 
the encreased quantity frctai the 10th July, the day of contract- 
ing. Your Honours may rest assured we shall never be wanting 
in our endeavours to procure this commodity on the most, 
reasonable terms we* can; and as we have made our contracts 
this year at the same rate we did in the year 1753 we flatter 
■ourselves it will meet with your approbatiota; whenever cir- 
cumstances will admit of its being reduced, we shall do our 
utmost to effect it. 
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L4jwe. have, endeavoured as near as possible to comply 
with, your directions for sending two thousand (2000) tonns of 
salt petre from. India this season and have, laden the following- 
quantities on the under written ships, for that purpose viz. 

On the Hardwick, three hundred (300) tonns. 

On the Anson, one hundred and fifty (150) tonns. 

On the London, one hundred and eighty (180) tonns. 

On the Duke of Dorset, three hundred (300) tonns. 

On the Eastcourt. three hundred (300) tonns. 

We shall likewise lade about two hundred(200) tonns on the 
Denham, and as much on the St. George, when we dispatch 
those ships to Europe. 

15. Captain Samuel Lutton departed this life of a fever on 
the 1st ultimo and agreeable to your directions. Captain 
Bartholomew Blasted is appointed Master Attendant in his 
room. 

16. Captain John Sampson having carried one of Your 
Honour’s anchors from Ingelie after his ship was dispatched 
by Mr. Kelsall we have enclosed his officers’ receipt for the 
same and the Storekeeper’s bill to be adjusted with the owners 
of the Harwich. 

17. On this ship we have laden one hundred and twenty 
(120) tonns of salt petre on whole freight and- sixty (60) tonns 
more on half freight in consequence of your permission. Captain 
Alwright having first requested for it in writing. 

18. The several letters, reports etc. relating to the London 
are enclosed in this- packet agreeable to the numbers annexed 
to them in the list of the packet. 

Secondly, of goods from Europe, and from one part of India 

to another. 

19. We have already given Your Honours a full account of 
what relates to the tryals we have made of our woollen goods 
at outcry, and the success our endeavours, have met with. 

20. Enclosed in this packet we transmit you an account sale 
of goods on the 15th November. 

21. The Madeira per Hardwick being sold at outcry, the 
Import Warehouse Keeper delivered in the account sale there- 
of of 22nd September amounting to twelve thousand, two, 
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53. Your Honours will observe by our Consultation of the- 
4th September the Export Warehouse Keeper acquainted the 
Board that upon opening the cottah last season for prizing 
ready-money goods, several merchants had sent in a large 
quantity of cloth, great part of which still remained in oiir 
ware house unsorted, the proprietctt's whereof desired our 
resolutions either to take the cloth on the Hon’ble Company’s' 
account, or permit them to carry it away and dispose of it to- 
other purchasers, upon which we directed the Export Ware- 
house Keeper to open those goods and sort them conformtable 
to the cloth We receive from our aurungs of the same kinds- 
and agreed to take such parcels as answered in quality at. 
ready money prices, which step we make no doubt Your Ho- 
nours will approve as it will prevent their being disposed of 
to foreigners to the detriment of your sales at home. 

54. The ferret and damaged gdods received from the 
aurungs and subordinates being reported on the 22nd Septem- 
ber by the Export Warehouse Keeper, the Board agreed to sell 
them at outcry on the 20th October! esteeming it more bene-, 
ficial to Your Honours rather to suffer a small loss in their 
sale at this place than to receive any goods which are inferior 
in quality or damaged. Enclosed. in this packett we transmitt 
the accompt sale of those goods amounting to Rs. 80827-9-9' 
Current Rupees, by which you will perceive that they have 
sold for a very inconsiderable loss, though they WQre the da- 
maged and ferreted goods. 


55. Before we proceed to the transactions of our suboi’di- 
nates, we beg leave to reply td such parts of your commands 
per Eastcourt as relate to the investments made under our 
direction, and here we take the liberty to affirm the intima- 
tions Your Honours have received concerning the inclinations; 
of some of the Board to reinstate the dadney merchants are 
groundless as our resolution to continue the pi’escnt method of 
making our investment has hitherto been unanimous. Your 
Honours may depend that while the plan we now'pui'sue pre- 
serves the advantages it had alread,y been intended [sic] with, 
we shall make no alteration; and as we were swayed by no- 
motive but the interest of our employers in dismissing our 
merchants, and providing our investment without their inter- 
vention, that consideration shall ever be closely attended to* 
in any rc-solution we may come to in future. 
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hundred and thirty (12230) Current Hupees which Your 
Honours will receive enclosed in this ship’s packet. 

22. The damaged broad cloth per Eastcourt and. Duke of 
Dorect was regularly accounted for by the respective captains 
of those ships as well as the deficiency of metals before their 
bills of lading were delivered up. 

23. We have directed the Storekeeper to be more particular 
for the future in describing properly the sorts and sizes of cor- 
dage, anchors, canvass etc. in his indents and remains. 

24. By the London and Anson klr. Bourchier and his Coimcil 
consigned us one thousand and forty five (1045) bales of cotton 
from Bombay (one bale thereof is deficient per Anson which 
Captain Debuke has accounted for) which were sold at outcry 
on the 4th November as per account sales thereof enclosed. 

25. We likewise transmit Your Honours an accompt current 
of their countrj' voyaged enclosed, but w'^e have not been able 
to close these accompts as the President and Council of Bom- 
bay have not yet sent us an accompt sale of the sugar con- 
signed them on those ships. 

26. Mr, Ricliard Becher on the 2nd November delivered in 
a list of such ballances as W'ere then outstanding from persons 
whose purchases at Your Honours’ sales had been resold upon 
their neglecting to clear them out within the twelve-month, 
w’hcreupon we ordered the Zemindar to endeavour to recover 
the money due from such of those persons as were to be 
found. 


Thirdly, of investments. 

27. In our letter of the 7th December 1754 per Montford we 
gave Your Honours a particular account of the aurungs and 
shall now subjoin a detail of our transactions for this present 
season. 

28. The gomastahs began their purchases this year in Febru- 
ary, from w^hence we hope the major part of your orders will 
be fulfilled. As you will please to observe by the particular 
statement of each aurung, the price of provisions, indigo and 
other materials have been very high till the month of Novem- 
ber, when the. proposed of a plentiful crop of rice. reduced the 
value of grain. The country cotton ^vith which the t fine sort- 
ments are made was sold this year at seven to eight seer per 
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56. -Conformable to your orders contained in the 48th para- 
graph of ytfur letter of the 31st January 1755 we constituted, 
four persons to be the committee for managing the corres- 
pondence with the aurungs, namely the President, Mr. Man- 
ningham, Mr. Eecher and Mr. Frankland. 

57. Every precaution in our power is taken to prevent yofur 
being any sufferers by the gomastahs we employ, and they 
and their securities are accountable for all moneys advanced’ 
them, notwithstanding the cash keepers sent with them keep* 
erne of the keys of the cash chest. 


•58. As we are extreamly sensible of the advantages which: 
must accrue from having as large a share of the investment as- 
can be made under our own eyes, no endeavours shall be 
omitted to encourage weavers from all parts to settle in Your- 
Honours’ bounds. 


59. Having finished our account of the investment of this- 
place, we shall next relate the particulars of what has passed"- 
at our several subordinates on this head. 

60. "When we transmitted extracts of the list of goods to be- 
provided this year to our respective subordinate factories, we- 
directed the gentlemen of each of them to pay a strict obe- 
dience to those orders and remedy as much as possible the- 
complaints therein mentioned. 

61. Before the dispatch of the Egmont the gentlemen at- 
Cossimbuzar had^ in a letter under date the 13th February, 
informed us that upon calling on their merchants to know if 
they had yet concluded on the terms they were willing to* 
contract with them for raw silk the ensuing season they rep- 
lied the November bund putney was so dear and scarce they 
should not be able to provide silk of that bund fit for the 
Company’s use under eight rupees four aimas (Rs. 8 As. 4) per- 
seer. This we could not help esteeming a very extravagant price,, 
and accordingly told the gentlemen at that factefiry in a letter 
of the 10th March that we expected the merchants would lower 
the price they had demanded very considerably and directed" 
them in the interim to send privately to the aurungs, and learn- 
the prices of putney. At the same time we ordered them tov 
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rupee, instead of fifteen to seventeen seer per rupee the price 
of the former season; and Surat cotton has risen from nineteen 
(19) and twenty two (22) rupees per maund to twenty five (25) 
and thirty (30) rupees per maimd, occasioned by a lesser import 
from Surat than customary; for these reasons we fear the cloth 
will not be of quite so good a quality as last year, and the 
Danes, Prussians, Portugeese etc., by sending gomastahs to the 
different aurungs, have enhanced the prices of most sortments 
of cloth, which will more particularly appear from o'or corres- 
pondence with the gomastahs, copies of all letters to and 
from the aunmgs being sent for your observation as likewise 
•copy of the Committee of Warehouse their transactions. 

29. By the list of investment received per Rhoda the pro- 
portion of cloth to be 'provided at Maulda is forty six thousand 
eight hundred (46800) and is five hundred. (500) pieces more 
than your orders of the prior season; our gomastah was advised 
of this under date the 20th July and directed to provide that 
amount. The purchases to the 14th October were nineteen 
thousand nine hundred and seventy -seven (19977) pieces 
which, with nine thousand five hundred and ninety eight 
(9598) pieces the last, year’s ballance remaming there, amount 
to twenty nine thousand five himdred and ninety eight (29598) 
pieces; of these, fifteen thousand and six (15006) pieces are arriv- 
ed in Calcutta, and seven thousand nine hundred and eighty 
two (7982) pieces on the way which we expect wiU. arrive- in 
fifteen days. The gomastah writes he hopes he shall be able 
to provide and send .us ten or eleven hundred pieces more in 
time to be dispatched to Europe this season and by a letter 
of October 21st he informed us he had wrote to Dacca for boats 
and a party of soldiers, by whom he would dispatch the third, 
parcel of cloth, which we imagine is now on the way hither. 

30. The whole amount of your orders we fear will not be 
■compleated as the Maulda cloth is from forty five to fifty days 
in the passage hither, by which means the cloth purchased 
after November cannot arrive in time to be sent to Europe the 
same season, and as all the cloth is bought brown, one 
■month and a half is taken up at the aurung in washing and 
■dressing. 

31, The orders for Badaul this year are fourteen thousand 
(14,000) pieces exceeding that of last year eighteen hundred 
(1800) pieces; our gomastah has been acquainted herewith, and 
directed likewise to provide five hundred (500) pieces of Cone- 
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iend down musters o£ Guzzeral and November bund silk Avith- 
cjfut further delay (as the season was far advanced) with their 
lowest prices, as well as on what terms they should be able to 
purchase gun'ahs and silk piece goods. 

62. There being a large quantity of gurrahs remaining in 
•our warehouse of last year’s provision, wo forbid tlie gentle- 
men at Cossimbuzar to contract for any this season, till they 
heard further from us, and Your Honours’ indent for that 
■article being but small we have continued that prohibition, as 
the aunings wo have established for the provision of gurrahs 
will more than supply the quantity we arc directed to send, 

63 By a letter of the 19th March the gentlemen at Cossim- 
buzar informed us they should not have delayed so long to 
send down musters of raw silk, but that they judged the price 
their merchants insisted on was such as could not be allowed, 
.^md they observed with concern that since their letter of the 
13th February their merchants say the price of putney was 
risen so considerably tliat they could not then agree to contract 
■even upon the terms they had oiTcred before. They informed 
us likewise, that by a tryal they had made in providing some 
November bund putney by two of their cottah banyans (who 
were deemed the two most experienced and trustworthy per- 
sons they could employ in this affair) it turn out nine or ten 
annaes per seer dearer than what they had provided last year 
from which and other repeated tryals they were confirmed in 
their opinion that the merchants could not afford to give the 
true November bund silk at the price contracted for three 
years past and that they would not contract till they knew the 
[price of the March bund putney. 

64. In the same letter the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar expres- 
■sed their concern that they had thus ineffectually used their 
utmost endeavours for these two years past to bring their mer- 
•chants to an early contract which they had purposely evaded by 
trifling excuses and delays in Order to mix the inferior bunds 
•with the November bund. They remarked likewise that 
the mean circumstances of most of their merchants gave them 
annually the greatest apprehensions of incurring bad debts by 
.advancing dadney and many years’ experience evinced that in 
case of. a failure in any one of them, little was to be got from 
their securities whose circumstances were generally as indiffer- 
ent as those they were bound for, to obviate which difficulties 
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ley cossacs for Cossimbuzar chints lo be printed here by way 
of trial, this being the cloth on which the Consimbuzar chints 
wsre usually made. He had provided to the 19th of October 
•eight thousand eight hundred and sixty five (8865) pieces of 
which four thousand eight hundred and thirty two (4832) pieces 
are arrived, one thousand two hundred and twenty four (1224) 
pieces on the way and he advises us he should des- 
patch four thousand (4000) pieces in November or Decem- 
ber and hopes he shall be able to provide three (3) 
or four thousand (4000) more. The last year’s fine chow- 
tars were made 20 and 2 and our gomastah had pro- 
vided some of that sortment prior to the receipt of your 
•commands of this season wherein you direct them to be made 
28 and 2. He immediately acquainted the weavers thereof, 
who nretended they could not make them of so good a quality 
as the former if of that length but he had now prevailed on a 
few of the weavers to receive putton for this sortment at 
•eleven (11) rupees per piece. 'What cloth is purchased after 
November cannot arrive here in time to be dispatched for 
Europe the same season, it being equidistant with Maulda and 
from the above reasons we fear the orders for the cloth of this 
•aurung will fall somewhat short. 

32. The orders for Harriall last year were thirty two thou- 
sand one hundred (32100) pieces (exclusive of five hundred 
(500) pieces lo be sent for flowering at Maulda) which being 
by the list of investment per Rhoda reduced to twenty eight 
thousand one hundred (28100) we acquainted the gomastah 
therewith the 19th July, and to the 14th October nineteen 
. thousand five hundred and fifteen (19515) pieces were ready at 
the aurung of which six thousand four hundred aiid fifty five 
(6455) pieces are arrived and another parcel on the way. The 
orders for addaties and cossaes forty and two and a quarter 
will not be fully compleated as they are not procurable with- 
out an advance of putton which the gomastah is obliged to 
.give out very sparingly from the poverty of most of the 
weavers considerably encreased this season by an inundation, 
in that part of the country, causing a very great scarcity and 
•dearness of provisions etc. In the article of cossaes cogmaria 
•forty and three, we shall somewhat exceed your commands; 
the quantity directed last year being eight thoupand (8000) 
pieces, the gomastah had made proportional purchases of that 
.-sortment prior to the arrival of the list of investment this 
jpresent reason wherein only a thousand (1000) pieces are 
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the only expedient which, occurred to them was the re-esta- 
blishing of the, office of broker,, which they earnestly request- 
ed wo would, take, into our serious consideration. 

65. We reply ed immediately to the foregoing letter, and', 
directed them to send down musters of silk without further 
delay with the lowest prices their merchants would contract: 
on, and that in relation to the appointment of a broker at their- 
factory we intended to wait till the receipt of Your Honours'" 
commands of this season, as we expected some orders in refe- 
rence to the establishing of that office. 

66. On the 14th April we received, a letter from Mr. Watts- 
and his Council in answer to what we wrote them as above 
wherein they informed us, they had been endeavouring ever- 
since to bring their merchants to contract upon more reason- 
able terms, but that the price of putney had risen so much that 
their merchants had repeatedly refused contracting with them, 
.at less than nine rupees three annaes (Rs. 9 Ans 3) for the 
November bund and in proportion for the Guzzerat and that 
even that price they could have only a small quantity of the- 
true November bund silk. They likewise informed us their- 
merchants had asked eleven rupees, fourteen annaes (Rs. 11. 
Ans 14) per seer for plain tafifaties, and in proportion for all 
other sortments of silk piece goods. 

67. The gentlemen at Cossimbuzar having transmitted "us- 
a muster of raw silk with their last letter, we inspected the 
same, and immediately wrote them that upon taking into con- 
sideration what they said concerning the extraordinary rise- 
of' putney at the aurungs, and being apprehensive it would 
be a great disappointment to Your Honours if we desisted, 
entirely from a pro-vision of silk this year, they must contract, 
for that branch of their investment immediately on the most 
reasonable terms they can bring their merchants to and hoped 
they would be able to reduce the prices insisted on, but that 
unless they could make their contracts on the same terms as: 
last year they must not provide the full quantity ordered by 
Your Honours. That |he same directions must be observed in. 
their contracts for silk piece goods, the prices of which they 
must endeavour to reduce if possible and as they seemed to- 
entertain but a bad opinion of the circumstances of their 
merchants, they must advance as little dadney at a time as- 
they could and no more than what they thought their mer- 
chants would deliver in goods for and that if they had any 
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ordered of which he was immediately advised, and directed 
to desist from ^purchasing that article. He hopes he shall be 
able to procure of the different sortments seven (7) or eight, 
thousand (8000) pieces more than what were purchased to 
the 14th of October, but for the same reasons as are assigned 
with respect to Maulda and Badaul, the cloth bought after 
November will not arrive here in time for being shipped for 
Europe the same season. 

33. Your orders for seven thousand five hundred (7500)' 
pieces to be provided at Dorneacolly will be fully complied 
with, except in the article of allibannies, which sortment i& 
made but by a few weavers. An extraordinary dearness of 
cotton yarn and herba silk will somewhat enhance the price of 
-goods provided at Dorneacolly this season. 

34. At Keerpye the orders for fifteen thousand one hundred 
(15100) pieces of white goods will we hope be fully compleated 
as the gomastah had provided nine thousand eight hundred and. 
forty (9840) pieces to the 29th of October, five 
thousand one . hundred and sixty five (5165) pieces 
of which are arrived in Calcutta. The goods at 
this aurung are ready money sortments (except- 
ing about three thousand (3000) pieces for which putton must 
be given out) but they will be somewhat dearer this season by 
reason of the large purchases made there by the Danes,. 
Prussians, Portuguese etc. who have raised the markets. At an 
adjacent aurung called Patna some of the Olmorrah weavers’ 
reside, who make ginghams, chucklaes, shalbafts etc. We have 
therefore ordered two thousand, two hundered (2200) pieces 
of these sortments to be provided. The goods purchased at 
Keerpye after the 15th of January cannot be dressed and sent, 
us in time for Europe the same season. 

35. The orders for last year to be provided in and about 
Calcutta were twenty thousand seven hundred (20700) pieces, 
which are now encreased to twenty three thousand six hundred 
(23600) pieces; of these mine thousand six himdred and ninety 
five (9695) pieces were ready the 26th November and we shall be- 
able to provide about sixteen thousand (16000) pieces more in. 
time to send home this season. As the provision at this' aurung 
are all in coloured -goods, the price of indigo which formerly 
sold from seven to eight rupees per maund being now risen to 
twenty and twenty 'two rupees per mauiid ■will occasion the- 
dyes 'bfeing worse than usual, • iaiid the 'bldth will be -inferior -as- 
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opportxmities of purchasing the putney by their cfwn gomastahs 
on reasonable terms, we permitted tlaem to do it and wind it 
off in their own factory, which method we were of opinion 
had less of risk in it than making large advances to their mer- 
chants. 

68. They acknowledged the receipt of these orders in a 
letter of the 29th April and informed us of their having sent 
a further sum of money to the aurungs for the purchase of 
putney, and that they had likewise given out some money for 
silk piece goods in consequence of our pemission, not having 
been able to bring their merchants to accept of more reason- 
able terms for those articles. 

69. In a subsequent letter of the 9th May they advised that 
with great difBculty they had brought their merchants to 
contract for plain taffaties at fourteen (14) annaes advance ctti 
last year’s price, and in proportion for the. other sortments of 
silk piece goods whereupon we permitted them to contract 
for the whole quantity cflcdered by Your Honours, provided they 
thought they might advance so much dadney without any 
risque of bad debts. And Your Honours will observe by their 
letter of the 2nd June extracted on their Consultation of the 
9th of that month that the gentlemen at Cofssimbuzar acquaint- 
ed the Board of their having contracted with such of their 
merchants as they esteemed trustworthy for twenty four 
thousand, three himdred (24,300) pieces' of silk piece goods 
which was as much as they would undertake. 

70. Upon receipt of such part of the list ctf investment as 
relate to their factory, by the China ships of this season Mr. 
Watts and his Council advised the Board that after having 
with a particular attention considered what methods could be 

•fallen on to remedy the evils in their raw-silk, they could 
conclude upcfn no other way than winding- ofE the silk "within 
their own walls, and that as the price of putney at the aurungs 
is extreemly fluctuating, often rising and falling considerably 
within a few days, they esteemed it highly eligible to fix 
gomastahs at the aurungs where putney is to be purchased -who 
might take every opportunity to buy it up when there were 
fewest purchasers, and thereby obviate the inconvenience 
attending the sending, gomastahs occasionally, whose going to 
the aurungs generally raised the price of the putney. They 
requested therefore (should we approve of their proposal) that 
we would send up one or more proper persons to be employed. 
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89. And you are hereby ftirther directed never to refer* any 
matters in dispute either with regard to persons or things to be- 
determined by us which can be decided by you, and in case of 
a refference, not without fully stating to us all circumstances 
in writing and giving us your opinion, thereupon and the- 
reasons on which you ground such opinion. 

90. A mistake was made in invoicing the iron by the 
Winchelsea last year, 2580 barrs of Russia iron are mentioned 
in the invoice to weigh 40 tons, whereas they really weighed 
60 tohs. You must therefore carry the said iron to account in 
your books accordingly. 

91. Abundance of mistakes are still found in your bills of 
exchange which occasion much trouble. You must therefore 
take effectual measures to prevent such carelessness for the- 
future. 

92. The last pair of general books received from you are- 
very badly copyed. Several articles in the journal are omitted 
which yet are posted into the leger, and many articles are- 
entered in the journal but are not posted into the leger, parti- 
cularly under the heads of account current London and proffitt 
and loss, although the ballances of all accoimts are entered in 
the journal at the close of the books, by all which it manifestly 
appears they have not been comnaired with the original books; 
and cannot therefore be depended upon; there are likewise 
several mistakes and irregularitys which our Accoimtant 
has pointed out in a paper of remarks which you will receive 
herewith and are duely to attend to. Upon the whole wee must 
acquaint you that wee never received from~ynurs'or any other 
settlement such a shamefully careless sett of books, and if ever 
wee receive such another, wee shall be under the necessity of 
making use of some severity as an example to our servants in- 
general to be more attentive to our business. 

93. four general books are so very voluminous that it is- 
hardly possible for one person to keep them in order; therefore 
to ease the Deputy Accountant wee direct that a new pair of 
books bfc Kept under the denomination of a callico journal and 
ledger by another person under his direction agreeable to the- 
method laid down by our Accoxmt^t in the enclosed paper^ 
which new pair of books must be .ballanced and sent home at 
the same time with the general bcoks.. 
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94. An unaccountable negligence appears to have taken 
strong possession of almost all our servants. To what else can 
be attributed your omitting to send the usual and necessary 
books and papers? Your collection of letters received and sent 
are wanting, wee have received no account of your charges 
.general — ^no account of dusticks, no list of ships importing and 
exporting, no register of the Mayor’s Court, no list of the allow- 
ances to our several servants but one list of our covenant 
servants and not a. book or paper from any of the subordinate 
settlements. These are some of the principal articles but there 
are many others which you will find upon looking upon your 
registers which always were and always must be sent us. Your 
'Consultation book for the year 1752 is likewise very defective 
by the omission of many material accounts and papers which 
ought to be entered therein, as will plainly appear to you upon 
inspection without our pointing them out. Particular people 
are certainly to blaim, but it is you our President and Council 
are most culpable as it is evident you have left every servant 
to his own liberty to work or play without controul or giving 
yourselves the least trouble or concern to look into the conduct 
of our servants in their several employments and offices. 

95. Wee not only insist upon your punctually sending to us 
yearly every book and paper which has been usually sent or 
which ought to be sent, but that the most material such as 
your general books, Consultations, letters received and sent, 
books of the subordinates &c. be transmitted by the very first 
conveyances in the season, as otherways it is impossible for us 
to make the necessary observations upon them in time. 

96. Wee shall expect to find by your next advices the 
interest debt greatlj' reduced, and as 3 '^ou very weJJ know what 
-a canker it has been in our estate wee shall depend upon your 
utmost endeavours to have it totally discharged as soon as 
possible. 

97. Notwithstanding the treasury accounts ought to be 
•passed monthly, yet wee observe there were brought before the 
Board in October no less than six several months together viz., 
from April to September which wee highly disapprove of as it 
-gives too much roome to suspect some sinister management, and 
wee possitively direct that in future the treasury and cash 
.accounts be regularly laid before you and passed every month. 
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as gomastahs, not knowing any at their factory, whose secu- 
rities they could have no objection to. 

71. In our reply to that letter we approved of their proposal 
for fixing gomastahs at the aui-ungs to purchase putney by 
which methods we made no doubt the investment of raw silk 
might be greatly improved. We therefore permitted them to 
establish such gomastahs on Your Honcfurs’ account provided 

• there was no apparent risque in the accomplishment of it, for 
which purpose we I'ccommendod it to them to make choice of 
•persons whoso integrity might be relyed on, and to supply 
them with such sums of money at a time only as would pro- 
cure a currency to their purchases. That as it was not in our 
power to send them persons from hence so proper for the 
business of their aurungs as may be met with at their own 
factory, we should therefore leave it to them to fix on persons 
they might judge fit for the employ, taking care to obtain good 
and sufiicient security for their upright dealings which we re- 
peated in a letter of the 8th October. 

72. The gentlemen at Cossimbuzar having on the 24th 
October wrote us a letter concerning the severe censure Your 
Honoum have been pleased to pass upon their conduct, in 
which they have recapitulated the several occurrences and 
transactions for these three years past relating to their con- 
tracts for silk, we have entered the said letter at large in 
our Consultation of the 30th of October to which we beg leave 
to be referred. 

73. With the aforesaid letter we received one from them 
under date the 21st October in reply to ours of the 8th of that 
month, wherein they inform us they had considered that part 
of our letter relating to the sending of gomastahs to the 
aurungs from their own factory but that, not knowing of any 
person in whom they could entirely confide, they purpose 
with our permission for the present to send one of their Board 
to the putney aurungs, that if they find this method attended 
with any success they shall continue it, but in case the resi- 
dence of an European at those places should enhance the value 
of putney, they shall look out for the most trustworthy among 
the country people to be employed as their gomastah there. 

74. Upon taking this proposal of theirs into consideration 
we were of opinion it could not be attended with any mate- 
rial inconvenience to make a tryal; we have therefore con- 
sented that they should send one of their Board to those 
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111*. C;ij)‘.;un S:»iir.ti<'rron doniisinit on the 29lh Octo- 
ber. wo th^ viie.int cnrnprmy on Mr, Lawrence With* 

crinp'.on then firr.l lieutenant of the train of the artillery' con- 
fonnuiile to Vn\»r Honoiin;’ orderr, of this season "That the 
officer;: of t’ne train sijo\ild succeed to vacancies equally with 
tho;:e of tJje battalion*'. Mr- Alex Grant having delivered in 
n remnnrtrance upon this occasion, Your Honours will find it 
entereci after our Conr.\dtation of the 10th November. The 
coinmirslon Mr. I«a\vrence Witherini’ton obtained from Your 
Honour;:, as capt. He\itenant of the train is dated in the year 
17‘lii prior to Mr. Grant havinp obtained even a lieutenant’s 
commission which was in December 17*19. 


120. The following promotions have boon made likewise in 
i,V7 military and artilloi*y by the Pre.sidont: Ensign Collin 
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aurungs, and have dirpcted them to inform us of the success^ 
that method meets with. 

75. We have supplied this factory with 320,000 rupees since • 
the dispatch of our ships pf last season, and have hitherto* 
received from thence 209 bales of raw silk, 103 bales of gur- 
rahs and 50 chests ctf silk piece goods. 

76. The gentlemen at Dacca having given us hopes that: 
the investments made at that factory this season would sur-- 
pass in quality those of former years, we have the pleasure- 
to remark that the cloth received from thence is extreamly 
good, greatly amended in fab'rick and in our opinion exceUs- 
the cloth for several years past received from that factory, 
which attention to your orders and interest we make no- 
doubt will merit Your Honours’ favour and have strongly re- 
comended it to them to continue their utmost endeavours for* 
the improvement of their investment. 

77. Those gentlemen have replied in a separate letter to- 
the censure passed on their conduct by Your Honours in your- 
commands per Eastcourt, a copy of which letter we trainsmit- 
in this packett for your observation. 

78. The supplies we have sent them this season amount to- • . 
314819 Current Rupees and we have received from that fac— ' 
tory since the Egmont’s departure 244 bales of cloth. 

79. As ill ere has nothing material occurred this year in the- 
course .of their advices concerning the investment which (by 
their letters) is conducted without any interruptions or com- 
plaints, we shall proceed to an account of the Jugdea affairs.- 

80. Upon inspecting some goods received from that factory' 
in the beginning of the season, we observed their quality to- 
be inferior to the provision of the former year; whereupdn we- 
wrote them to give their attention more closely to the amend- 
ment of the fabricks rather than the reduction of the price as- 
the latter was no equivalent to Your Honours fpr goods of a 
bad quality. 

81. In the same letter we informed them that the Chow- 
bissa baftaes were quite unfit for yom use from the thinness- 
of their fabricks, upcfn which account we purposed to send 
that sortment back to them, and had accordingly laden them-- 
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.Simpson made a lieutenant of the battalion, Mr. William Cud- 
more made 2nd lieutenant of the train, Mr. George Male made 
n lieutenant of the battalion. 

121. An engine’s commission was likewise granted 
Mr. William Hastings on his arrival. 

122. Captain Thomas Fenwick having requested our per- 
mission to proceed to England for the recovery of his health 
.and to settle some affairs of consequence to himself and family, 
being satisfied that his health is very much impaired by a late 
fit of sickness, we have permitted him to return to England, 
and have granted him a furlow for that purpose. We take the 
liberty to mention that Captain Fenwick’s behaviour in the 
profession he is in, has always given general satisfaction and 
we doubt not his long services will plead so far in his favour 
with Your Honours as to confirm the step we have taken and 
-dispense with his attendance on duty till he has settled the 
affairs which call him home. 

123. We shall take care to transmitt Your Honours an 
account of the quick stock by every opportunity in future, and 
have directed the Accomptant to particularize at the foot of 
•such accompt what goods or money we may have consigned the 
other Presidencies. 

124. Mr. Charles O’Hara is transcribing the book of Stand- 
ing Orders to be sent Your Honours but as it is extremely 
•voluminous, and will require great pains to extract them agree- 
able to your directions, it cannot be ready till the ensuing 
year. In this place we beg leave to request Your Honours will 
compile and send us out digested under their proper heads a 
eompleatt sett of such orders and rules of conduct as it is neces- 
sary for us to put in practice explaining fully such as may 
admit of doubt or uncertainty, 

125. The omission Your Honours mentioned of several 
papers being sent in the Falmouth’s packet without being list- 
^ed was not owing to any neglect in the Secretary, as ' he was 
not made acquainted that such letters or papers were sent by 
that ship. In future all papers relative to the Company shall be 
listed' agreeable to your directions. 

126. By advices from Dacca we were informed of the death 
-of Nicholas Clerembault Esqr. on the 16th November in conse- 
•quence of which advice we have appointed Richard Beeher 
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on a sloop for that end but an offer being made us for those 
baftaes at the invoice price, we thought it more for Your 
Honoui-s’ advantage to dispose of them at that rate, than to 
hazard them back to Jugdea where they would not in all pro- 
bability (even should they arrive safe) sell for so much. 

82. When Messrs. Baillie and Playdell acknowledged the 
receipt of that letter, they promised to observe our orders in 
future for the amendment of their fabrics, and informed us 
that upcfn a visit Mr. Baillie had lately made to one of their 
markets he had found out that a dustore of one annae per piece 
had been all along allowed to their delols from the weavers 
as a drawback, which they intended in future to bring to the 
Company’s credit. 

83. The business of that factory having been stopped by 
the Government upon their removal to Luckypore, we direct- 
ed Mr. Watts and his Council as well as the gentlemen at 
Dacca to make a strenuous application at their respective 
Durbars for a clearance, which was accordingly obtained ^d 
Mr. Baillie gives us hopes that their investment will be very 
much amended by their present method of making their pur- 
chases. 

84. Mr. Baillie on the 29th transmitted us sixteen (16) 
pieces of musters to inspect end desired our orders as to what 
quantity of each sortment they should purchase. 

85. In answer to that letter we wrote the gentlemen at 
Luckypore that as Your Honours had forbid the fine and su- 

-perfine hummums, they must not provide a single piece of either 
nor of those sortments called nyansooks and seerhandconnaes 
At the same time we enclosed them the list of investment for 
'(.heir factory extracted from that received by the China ships 
•nf this season, by which list they would observe Yoxir Ho- 
nours had lessened your orders for Calcutta chihts, and we 
directed them to stop their purchases of baftaes for chinting 
•.till they received further orders freSra us. 

86.. Under date the 9th September Messrs. Baillie and 
Playdell transmitted us •sfi invoice of cloth dispatched from 
their factory. Upon examining the sortments of goods which 
were in their way down, and what we had already received 
•from thence, we found they had exceeded our orders in a most 
•extraordinary manner in the hummums, seerhandconnaes 
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"Esquire Chief of that factory who set out on the 8th instant 
•to take charge of it accordingly. 

127. Mr. Clerembault’s demise occasioning a vacancy in 
•Council we have filled it up with Mr. William Baillie as we 
esteem Mr. Thos. Bellamy (the senr. servant on the list) too 
young for so important a trust. In Mr. Baillie’s room we 
have appointed Mr. Peter Amyatt Chief of Luckipore who will 
proceed to take charge of that factory as soon as their invest- 
ment of this season is over. 

128. Mr. Thos. Barker and Mr. John Drummond are like- 
wise deceased. 

129. Your Honours vail observe by our Consultation of the 
27th ultimo that Captain Jasper Leigh Jones departed this life 
of a fever on the 22nd of that month. We then took into con- 
sideration how to dispose of the charge of his company, and 
were of opinion it was of the utmost importance to keep up 
the practice and exercise of the artillery at a time when there 
was so great a prospect of a rupture with France in which case 
that company might be of infinite service. To effect this we 
were of opinion it would be proper to give it in charge to a 
person skilled in the discipline of the train, and Captain 
Lawrence Withrington being the only officer in the place, who 
from his experience and knowledge in that branch was quali- 
fied to undertake the charge of the company, we have granted 
him a commission to command the train of artillery till we 
receive your further orders and we flatter ourselves this step 
•of ours will be approved of, as so great a dependence must be 
placed in the train of artillery should we be attacked and as 
Capt. Withrington is the only officer sufficiently qualified to 
keep up and regulate the practice and discipline of that com- 
pany. 

130. The company vacant by this translation we have con- 
ferred on Capt. Alexr. Grant and have provided that these 
promotions are not to prejudice Capt. Withrington’s rank in 
the battalion should Your Honours think fit to send a captain 
of artillery to this Presidency. 

131. We are now to advise Your Honours of the sums for 
which we have granted bills of exchange by this ship, at two 
shillings and three pence (2sh. 3d.) each rupee. 
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nyansooks, and cossaes; of which we advised them on the 
21st September and enclosed a list of such overplus for their 
observation, insisting on their paying a stricter obedience in 
future to our directicttis, and that they should confine them- 
selves to the provision of such sortments and quantities only 
as Your Honours or the- Board might direct. 

87. Ih that letter we directed them to provide five hundred. 
(500) pieces of callypatties and five hundred (500) pieces of 
cossaes Chaundpore. agreeable to Your Honours’ orders per 
Eastcourt. 

88. Upon the receipt of that letter Messrs. Baillie and 
Playdell replied that their reasons for exceeding the quan- 
tities we had ordered were our directions to Mr. Eyre to pro- 
vide as many of the Luckypore sortments as he could procure 
upon reasctaable terms, which sortments were the nyansooks.. 
seerhandconnaes, and cossaes. and that as Your Honours had 
mentioned the two former sortments selling for- an advance 
thou^ dear, Ihey imagined it would not be unacceptable to- 
provide a larger quantity of- them now they had reduced their 
prices almost thirty per cent. 

89. These reasons not appearing satisfactory to us, after 
they had received the last list of investment for goods to be 
provided, we wrote them that our directions to Mr. Eyre 
should have been no inducement to them to deviate from bur, 
subsequent orders forbidding them to purchase any of those 
sortments, and that though Your Honours advised of their 
selling at an advance, yet it was with difficulty, and only for 
a bare, advance. We therefore repeated our caution that they 
should not in future exceed the quantities of any sortments. 
without first obtaining our permission. 

I 

90. We have supplied that factory with 230,000 rupees and 
Bulramgurry with 40,000 rupees, for the investment of sannoes 
and Olmurrah goods at which place there has occurred noth- 
ing of any moment to advise Your Honours of. . 

Fourthly, of the trade of India and therein any transactions- 
with the country government. 

91. In our advices last year, we informed Your Honours of 
our having rented Simlea and it fsic] districts account the- 
Hon’ble Company. By a reference to our Consultation of the- 
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On the 1st December to Capt. Richard 
Alwright' for ten thousand (10,000) 

' rupees, payable to Capt. Richard 
Alwright or order, at two shillings 
and three pence (2sh. 3d.) each, is 
pounds stng, one thousand one 
hundred and twenty five 

On the 4th December to the Hon’ble 
Roger Drake Esqr. account Jacob 
de Natal Levi Sonsino and Com- 
pany, for two thousand seven hund- 
red and seven rupees, four aimaes 
(Rs. 2707 Ans 4.) being the produce 
of one chest coral marked S. S. N. 9 
imported per ship Norfolk payable 
to Jacob de Natal Levi Sonsino and 
Company at two shillings and three 
pence (2s. 3d.) each is pounds stng. 
three hundred and four, eleven shill- 
ings, and three pence , 

On do. to William Nixon account John 
Jenks for seven hundred and eleven 
rupees, one annae, nine pice, 
(711-11-9) payable to Samuel Jenks 
at two shillings and three pence 
(2s. .3d.) each, is pounds stng; eighty 

On do. to William Nixon for eight hund- 
red and eighty eight rupees, fourteen 
annaes (888-14-0) payable to Crom- 
meline Pigou at two shillings and 
three pence (2s. 3d.) each, is pounds 
sterling one hundred 

' On do. to do, account Mr. Edwd. Cole for 
two hundred and fourteen rupees, 
twelve annaes (214-12-0.) payable to 
Messrs John Goddard and Crom- 
melin Pigou, at tv^o shillings and 
three pence (2s. 3d.) each is pounds 
stg, twenty four, three sh. and two 
pence 


£ 1125 - 0 - 0 '- 


£ 304-11-3: 


£str. 80* 


filOfi' 


£24-3sh-2d.. 
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24th April you will observe that a claim was laid by Rajah 
Kissenchund to Tengra^ a detached part thereof, and posses- 
sion actually taken into name. But as a proceeding of that kind 
(by virtue of a claim which upon enquiry appeared to be 
counterfeit) was very injurious and unwarrantable we order- 
ed the Zemindar to dispossess the rajah’s servants by force, if 
they did not quit upon the first notice in a peaceable manner, 
which had been accordingly affected; and we have heard no 
more of it from Rajah Kissenchund with whom we live at pre- 
sent in a very good understanding. 

92. As the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar had recommended 
Goliem Hussein Cawn’s services at the Durbar in their behalf 
upon several occasions, and that it would be for the Company’s 
advantage to continue him our friend by a present we re- 
quested our President to write Mr. Watts that he had dur 
permission to make him a gratification and return him thanks 
for his good offices. 

93. Coja Wazced, having in a letter to Mr. Watts made a 
demand of Deepchund’s deposite, the gentlemen at Cossim- 
buzar transmitted a copy thereof to us, which you wrill find 
entered after our Consultation of the 12th May. In our reply of 
that date we wrote them we could give him no positive ans- 
wer in relation to that deposite till we received Your Honours’ 
orders thereupon; since which date we have not had any fur- 
ther demand made, but are apprehensive the detaining that 
deposite, when applied for strenuously, will be a plea for the 
interruptions of trade and to this day no one has taken upon 
himself the administration to Mr. Humphrey Cole his effects. 

94. The business at Jugdea being interrupted in the begin- 
ning of the season by the removal of the factory and com** 
plaints of the delols at the Durbar, we gave proper directions 
to our Chiefs at Cossimbuzar and Dacca to get a currency 
obtained to the purchases at that factory without the inter- 
vention of their old delols, which had been complied with and 
their removal to Luckypore is at last finished and the factory 
established at that place. 

95. On the 28th July the President laid before us two per- 
wannahs from the Nabob, demanding the estate and effects 
of Sutchee Cutmah and Gosseram Saw, both ofi whom had 
demised without male issue. .Their families residing under- 
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On do. to do. account 'Mr. Ann Barlow,, 
for one thousand four hundred and 
fifty nine rupees, four annaes, 
three pice (1459-4-3) payable to 
Messrs. John Goddard and Crom- 
melin Pigou, at two shillings and 
three pence (2s. 3d.) per rupee is 
pound strg. one hundred and sixty 
four, three shilling and four pence 

On do. to do. account Messrs Jenks and 
Reveley, for eight hundred and sixty 
eight rupees, four annaes (864r4-0) 
payable to David Jenks, at two shill- 
ings and three pence (2s, 3d.) per 
rupee is pounds str. ninety seven, 
thirteen sh. and seven penes 

On do. to the Hon’ble Roger Drake 
Esqr. and Charles Manningham 
Esqr. account Moses Franco & Co. 
(being the produce of a chest of 
coral imported per Denham marked 
MFR No. 2) for three thousand four 
hundred and sixty five rupees ten 
annaes (3465-10-0) payable to Moses 
Franco & Company at two shillings 
and three pence (2s. 3d.) per rupee, 
is pounds sterlg. three hundred and 
eighty nine, seventeen shillings and 
eight pence 

On do. to the Hon’ble Roger Drake 
Esqre. account Jacob de Natal Levi 
Sonsino and Company (being the 
produce of a chest of coral import- 
ed per Norfolk marked L. S. No. 26) 
for three thousand seven hundred 
and sixty four rupees, three annaes 
(3764-3-0) payable to Jacob de Natal 
Levi Sonsino and Company, at two 
shillings and three pence (2s. 3d.) 
per rupee, is pounds sterling four 
hundred and twenty three, nine 
shillings and four pence 


£164-3sh.-4d. 


£s. 97-13sh.-3d. 


£s. 389-17sh.-8d. 


. £423-9sh-4d;^ 
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ottr protection were called ttpon to know wliat answer they 
.could give to the Nabob’s 'demand. Their representation and 
remonstrance was delivered into the Board on the 4th August 
and translates thereof are entered after' cftir Consultation of 
"the 11th of that month. What they alledge therein appearing 
then to us very just and reasonable, we desired the President 
to prepare an arassdass to the Nal)ob to that purport which 
!has been forwarded and we hope will have a good effect. 

96. The chokeys planted up and down the country having 
•obliged us frequently to repeat our complaints to the Durbar 
of their impositions and exactions, the gentlemen at Cossim- 
buzar at length obtained an ample perwannah both from the 
'Great and Chuta Nabobs directed to all their subahs, rajahs, 

• and zemindars forbidding them on pain of their highest dis- 
j)leasure to molest or detain any conveyances with English dust- 
icks on any pretence whatever. This perwannah is so strongly- 
^ worded that we are in great hopes it will prevent any inter- 
ruptions or exactions from those chokeys in time to come, and 
that there may be no occasion given on our parts for a neglect 
•of obedience to these orders, we shall continue to use our utmost 
endeavours to prevent any abuse of our dusticks. 

97. As it must have required a zealous and hearty attention 
id Your Honours’ interest to have succeeded in obtaining the 
above mentioned perwannah we make no doubt YcJur Honours 
•will esteem it as a very material, piece of service. 

98. In reply to Your Honours’ orders concerning the rent- 
ing of the pergunnah of Luckypore we must give it as our 
-opinion that farming any large tract df ground so distant from 
the head settlement may be 'attended "With great inconveniences 
•and probably involve us in ftequent disputes "with the count- 
•ry government, and therefore think it 'would be best to decline 
the proposal Mr. Baillie has made of renting the district of 
•Luckypore unless future cirdum'stances should make it appear 
in a different li^t to What it does at present. 

99. The re-establishment of Patna factory Ijeing an affair 
of such importance to our employers, it requires our maturest 
^jonsideration for -which reason we beg leave to defer giving 
Your Honours 'our sentiments thereon till we have further =a!fld 
folly weighed the advantages and disadvantages of such a 
measure. 
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On do. to William .Summer ’ for eight 
hundred ' and- eighty eight- rupeeSj 
fourteen ■ • annaes (888-14-0) ■ payable 
to John- Gay ■ at- two shillings .^and 
three pence (28.- 3d.) 

On do. to George Gray: for one thousand- 
eight hundred rupees (1800-0-0) pay- 
able to Henry Alien, at two shillings 
and three pence (2s, 3d.) per rupee 
is two hundred and' two pounds, ten 
shillings 

On do. to Mr. Anselm Beaumont for 
eight thousand nine hundred and 
ninety seven rupees, eleven annaes 
(8997-11-0) payable to Gapt. Cristo- 
pher Baron at two shillings and 
three pence (2s. 3d.) per rupee is 
pounds stg. one thousand and 
twelve, four shillings and ten pence 

On ditto to Mr. Richard Court for eight 
hundred and twenty five rupees, 
four annaes and six pice (825-4-6) 
payable to Messrs. William Frazer 
and Henry Marshall at two shillings 
and three pence (2s. 3d.) per rupee is 
pounds sterling ninety two, sixteen 
shillings and ten pence 

On do. to Mr. Solomon Margas for five 
hundred and three rupees, one annae 
and nine pice (503-1-9) payable to 
Mr. Solomon Margas at two shillings 
and three pence (2s. 3d.) per rupee, 
is pounds sterlings fifty six, twelve- 
shillings 

On do. to Mr. Francis Stevenson for 
four hundred and forty four rupees, 
seven annaes (444-7-0) payable' to 
Mr. William Ferguson at two- shill- 
ings and three pence (2s. 3d.) per 
rupee is pounds stcrlg. fifty. 


££ 100 ]- 


£202-10sh. 


£l012-4sh.-10d. 


£92-16sh-10d. 


£ 56-12S. 


£ Str. 50 
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100. We must beg leave in this place to reply to that part 
•of your commands which forbid the importation of our ships 
;at foreign ports on the Corromandell Coast and it is with con- 
cern we observe that what we wrote in our letters of- the 3rd 
•September 1753 and 4th January 1754 on that subject has had 
no weight with Your Honours. In those letters we represented 
the hardship such a limitation on the trade to that coast 
would be attended with, and daily experience confirms the 
truth of what we then alledged. We shall take the liberty 
to recapitulate the reasons we at that time made use of to 
induce Your Honours to permit our vessels to trade at foreign 
ports which were these, first, the delays they meet with at 
Madrass and Fort St, David in loading and unloading for 
want of boats which subjects them to a risque of having the 
monsoon break upon them and secondly that the markets at 
those places are so bad as not to afford any prospect of dis- 
posing of our goods there to an advantage. We apprehend the 
president and Council of Fort St. George have taken pains 
to render these persons [reasons] of no force by insinuating to 
Your Honours that they are entirely groundless. We shall 
therefore corroborate our first allegation by instancing what 
happened no longer ago than the proceeding year, when the 
Brittania and Elizabeth, two ships belcmging to this settlement, 
discharged their cargoes at Madrass and Fort St. David; the 
Brittania arrived at Madrass the 30th September and was 
•detained till the beginning of December for want of boats to 
unlade with by which means she not only suffered a great deal 
Of damage by being obliged to ride out the monsoon in the 
road but was so late before she returned that it was with 
difficulty the southerly moirsoon would permit her to proceed 
upon another voyage that season bound for the Maldives in 
the course of which she was forced to bear away (the winds 
not permitting her to proceed further to the southward) and 
was afterwards unfortunately lost upon the CoTromandeD 
■Coast. The Elizabeth likewise did not leave Fort St. 
David till the 14th November although she imported there 
•.some time in the be^niiing of October. 

101, But as Your Honours seem to think dt 'will prejudice 
•your customs in case our ships are permitted to touch at 
foreign settlements on that coast we shall take the liberty to 
.set the affairs -in its proper light, leaving dt to Your Honours 
to determine upon the force of -the reasons -urged on both 
.sides. 
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On do. ti) Richard Becher. Esqre, account • 

Capt. Thomas Debuke. for eleven 
thousand five hundred and seventy, 
nine rupees, one annae (11579-1-0) 
payable to Mrs. Jane Debuke, or 
order, at two. shillings and three 
pence (2s. 3d;) per rupee is pounds 
sterlings one thousand three hundr 
red and two, twelve shillings, and 
teji pence £1302-12sh-10d. 

On do. to Richard Becher Esqre. account 
the estate of Robert Barnes deceased 
for five thousand seven hundred and 
nineteen rupees, fourteen annaes and 
three pice (5719-14-3) payable to 
Capt. John Sampson, or John Hallet 
Esqre. at two shillings and three 
pence (2s. 3d.) is pounds sterling 
six himdred and forty three, nine 
shilling and nine pence £St. 643-9sh-9d. 

On do. to Richard Becher Esqre. for eight 
hundred and eighty eight rupees, 
fourteen annaes, three pice (884-14-3) 

[sic] payable to Mr. Thomas Baitt, 
at two shillings and three pence 
(2s. 3d.) per rupee, is pounds sterling 
one hundred £St. 100 

On do. to Richard Becher Esqre. account 
the estate of John Hall deceased for 
three hundred and fifty one rupees, 
one annae, nine pice (351-1-9) pay- 
able to Messrs. Nettleton and Raikes 
.at two shillings and three pence 
(2s. 3d.) per rupee, is pounds sterlg. 
thirty nine, ten shillings £39-10sh- 

On do. to Messrs. Manningham and 
Frankland for eight hundred and 
eighty eight rupees fourteen annaes 
and three pice (888-14-3)) payable to 
Thomas Cooke Esqre. account 
George Morton Pitt Craddock 
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102, We cannot deny that by our vessels importing at 
other ports than our own the customs at those places will be- 
diminished in some degree; but that must be attributed solely 
to the badness of there markets which afford no encouragement 
for owners to consign their steps [ships] thither, otherwise we- 
are well assured there are none who reside under your pro- 
tection but would be glad to trade with their own' coimtrymen^ 
If therefore our ships are prohibited from an importation at 
such ports on that coast as will purchase some parts of their 
cargoes for profit, the consequence must be that no gentlemen 
will find it worth their while to send their ships to that coast 
ait all, by which means the customs arising now on Bengali 
goods, though but small, will be entirely lost. On the contrary 
if our ships vend to the southward such commodities as Mad- 
rass and Fort St. David are at present overstocked with, those 
markets will have time to recover themselves, the usual cur- 
rency to trade will again be established there' and Your 
Honours’ customs of consequence increase very considerably^ 
It may not be improper to mention likewise that no returning 
cargoes can be procured either at Madras or Fort St. David,.. 
the articles proper for such a cargoe being produced either to- 
the southward or northward of those ports. 

103, Another bad consequence attending the prohibition of 
our ships importing to the southward of Fort St. George and its 
dependencies is the advantages it will give our rivals in trade,, 
the French, who ■will -reap the benefit of our exclusion, as- 
they are intent upon improving every opportunity and we dare 
say will never neglect so fair an occasion of establishing a 
trade, at present enjoyed by the English. 

104, Upon the whole we request Your Honours will take 
this affair once more into serious consideration and when the 
disadvantages of such a step are duely weighed without "the 
least prospect of an advantage to ballance them we hope 3?ou. 
will reverse the orders you have given, and permit us to trade 
in these bad times where we find it most for our interest 
within the limits of our indentures. 

105, Your Honours have like'wise forbid us to transact any 
business with new comers, which directions we have punctu- 
ally complied with. But we beg leave to observe that our dec- 
lining to have dealings with them does not in the least prevent 
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at two. shillings and three pence 
(29. 3d.) per rupee, is pounds sterling 
one hundred. £st. 100 

On do. to do. for four hundred and 
eighty seven rupees, four annaes and 
three pice (487-4-3) payable 
to Miss Eleanor Powney at two 
shillings and three pence (2s. 3d.) 
per . rupee is fifty four pounds, 
sixteen shillings and four pence £st. 54-16sh-4d. 


On do. to do. for three hundred and fifty 
five rupees, eight annaes, nine pice 
(355-8-9) payable to Mrs. Sar^ 

Hawkins at two shillings and three 
pence (2s. 3d.) per rupee ’ is pounds 
sterlg. forty £st. 4& 

'On do. to do. for two hundred and sixty 
six rupees, twelve annaes, three 
pice (266-12-3) payable to- Miss , 

Leonora Boys at two shillings and 
three pence (2s.3d.) per rupee is 
pounds sterling thirty and two pence £30-0s-2<l. 


On do. to do. for ten thousand two hund- 
red and sixty eight rupees, twelve 
annaes, three pice (10268-12-3) pay- 
able to Mr. Solomon Norden junior 
at two shillings and three pence 
(2s. 3d.) per rupee is pounds sterlg. 
one thousand one hundred and 
fifty five, four shillings and eight 
pence [sic] £1155-4s-6d. 


On do. to do. for eight hundred and 
ninety six rupees, twelve annaes and 
three pice (896-12-3) payable to Capt. 

Robert Baillie, Mesdames Mary and 
Sarah Strutton at two shillings and 
three pence (2s. 3d.) per rupee is 
pounds sterlg. one hundred, seven- 
teen shillings and eight pence £ 100-17sh-8d. 
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their being supplied with proper cargoes as the French, Dutch, 
and natives make no scruple to provide and sell them such 
sortments of goods as they are in want of, by which means we 
alone are the sufferers, without any benefit to Your Honours* 
affairs. 

Fifthly, concerning buildings, revenues and fortifications. 

106. Upon receipt of your letter under date the 13th Febru- 
ary advising of very great naval preparations being made in 
France and England, we ordered our Commandant Captain. 
Minchin to survey our fortifications and report to the Board 
any new works he might think absolutely necessary for the' 
immediate defence of the place in case of a war. This report 
was delivered in the 2nd October and is referred to the com- 
mittee Your Honours have appointed for that purpose. 

m 

107. On the 4th August Captain Jasper Leigh Tom sent in. 
a letter to the Board with his sentiments of the present forti- 
fications of the place and what he thought necessary for its 
defence in case of a war. This letter is entered after that day’s 
Consultation, and the Board being of opinion it was irregular, 
improper and unnecessary we ordered our Secretary to inform 
him that our orders had been issued to his superior officer to- 
whom he should have applied if he had any thing material to 
offer. 

108. Mr. William Wells, second lieutenant of the train under 
whose inspection the works at Perrin’s were carrying on, de- 
parted this life on the 18th August. In his room Wm. Bartho- 
lomew Plaistead took charge of those works jointly with Mr. 
O’Hara. They have our directions to execute the plan Colonel 
Scot left behind him. 

109. Conformable to Your Honours’ directions in the 74th’ 
paragraph of your commands per Eastcourt we have appointed' 
Messrs. Pearkes, Mackett and Eyre to be the committee for 
enquiring into Mr. Holwell’s state of the revenues. The results- 
of their inquiries and our proceedings thereon, we shall give you 
an account of, as soon as they have gone through the whole. 

Ho. Mr. Holwell ha-ving. requested we would take into con- 
sideration in what 'manner the duty of the gunge should be- 
collected, and delivered us in a letter for that pui^ose, the 
Board were of opinion it should be continued in their bands* 
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On do. to do. for two thousand four . ' 
hundred and sixty four rupees, four- 
teen annses and three pice 
(2464-14-3) (being the nett pro- 
ceeds of one box of coral marked 
. S. F. B. No. 4 imported at Fort St. 

George per Griffin, Captain Xhomas 
Dethicke (anno 1749) payable to 
Mr. Joseph Salvador, executor for 
Mr. Jacob Salvador and for 
Mr. Francis Salvadore absent 
Mr. Joseph Salvador to his assigns, 
at two shillings and three pence 
(2s. 3d.) per rupee is pounds sterling 
two hundred and seventy seven, five 
shillings and eleven pence £277-5sh-lld. 

On do, to do. for one thousand one hund- 
red and eighteen rupees, fifteen 
annses, three pice (1118-15-3) pay- 
able to Mrs. Rebecca Casamajor at 
two shillings and three pence 
(2s. 3d.) per rupee is pounds sterling 
one hundred and twenty five, seven- 
teen shillings and eight pence '£l25-17sh-8d. 


On do. to do. for nine hundred and fifty 
red and thirty three rupees, six 
aimses (1633-6-0) payable to Charles 
Hoyer Esqre. at two shillings and 
three pence ( 2 s. 3 d.) per rupee is 
pounds sterlg. one hundred and 
eighty three, fifteen sh. and one 
penny. ^183-15sh-ld, 


On do. to do. for nine hundred and fifty 
rupees, one annae, nine pice (950-1-9)^ 
payable to Miss Mary Houghton at 
two shillings and three pence 
(2s. 3d.) per rupee is pound sterlg. 
one hundred and six, seventeen shill- 
ings and eight pence. £l06-17sh-8d. 
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and as the decrease of that duty has been owing to the cxces- 
.sive dearness of grain at Baker gunge on which account a very 
small quantity has been imported at the gunge and consequent- 
ly a very small exportation, we are in hopes it will this season 
make amends for the loss of last, as there is a prospect of 
plenty over the- whole country in which case we shall levy the 
former duties on the imports into the place, 

111. Your Honours’ farms were sold at outcry on the 6th 
November, the accompt sale whereof is enclosed in this packet 
amounting to forty seven thousand and ninety four (47094) Cur- 
rent Rupees. 

Sixthly and seventhly, of covenant and military servants and 

accompts. 

112. Mr. Walpole Eyre requesting our permission to return 
to Europe for his health we have consented thereto. 

113. Upon the return of Mr. Inglis we appointed him to his 
former station and as there was still an assistant i*equired for 
the attendance of the hospital, we continued Mr. John Know 
'Senior in that office, which gentleman we beg leave to recom- 
mend to Your Honours’ notice as a person very industrious in 
his profession, and one who spent thirty years in your service 
here and st oUr subordinates. 

114. On the 1st October the charge of the several offices was 
'delivered up to such members of the Board as were appointed 
thereto upon Mr. Cruttenden’s dismission. 

115. Your Honours will observe on the face of our Consul- 
tation of the 2nd October the Committee of Accompts referred 
•some proposals to the Board regulating the method of carrying 
on the business of the buxey connah and for producing vouchers 
in the other offices for the number of workmen etc. employed 
in them. These proposals were approved -of and the method of 
-ascer-tadning. what materials were expended or workmen employ- 
-ed adjusted; 

116. At the same time we agreed to purchase a quantity of 
-cowries on the Company’s account for the payment of daily 
"labourers, and have accordingly bought two parcels at fifty X50) 
•punds per rupee; But as there will arise- deficiency by pil- 
■fetage^ breakage htc. should we keep th’e cowries ourselves, -we 
■have coritrdeted -with one CoMychurn: Podar upon his giving 
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On do. 'to Messrs. MahihgH'am ’dnd 
Franklahd, -‘a’dcdUnt Willium Perceval 
Esqre. of Madras, for 'fear ’thousand 
(4000) rupees payable *lo Messrs. 
James Whitechurch iihd David 
Powell, at two shillings and Hhrec 
pence *(2s. '3d.) per rupee, is pounds 
sterlg. four hundred ahd "fifty 

On do. to Charles Maningham Esqre. and 
William Fullerton for two thousand, 
three hundred and seventy rupees, 
six annaes, nine pice (2370-6-9) pay- 
able to Captain Thomas Nairne, at 
two shillings and three pence 
(2s. 3d.) per rupee is pounds sterling 
two hundred and sixty six, thirteen 
shillings and five pence 


On do. to Charles Maningham, John 
Zeph. Holwell and Edward Eyre 
Esqres. for ten thousand two hund- 
red and one rupees, nine annms, six 
pice (10201-9-6) payable to Richard 
*Eyre Esqre at two shillings and 
three pence (2s, 3d,) per rupee is 
pounds sterling one thousand one 
hundred and forty seven, thirteen 
shillings and four pence 

On do. to Richard Becher Esqr. for one 
thousand and thirty eight rupees, 
three annaes, six pice (1038-3-6) pay- 
able to Mr. John Collett at two 
shillings and three pence (2s, 3d.) 
per rupee is pounds sterling one 
hundred and sixteen, sixteen Shill- 
ings. 


On do. to "Mr. George Gray for one 
thousand five 'hundred and sixty 
five' r’upe'es, five annaes (1565-5-0) 
"payable to Mr. Jphn 'Brown ot order 
at two shillings and three pence 


£st. 450 


£266-13sh-3d» 


£ll47-13sh-4d. 


£116-16sbu 


) 
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98. Wee have embarked on these ships as many recruits for 
the military forces in Bengal as they can conveniently carry as 
will appear by the accompanying muster rolls, and wee have 
cautioned our President and Council at Fort St. George to 
detain none of them if they can possibly avoid it. Wee have- 
likewise recommended it to them, as soon as the circumstances 
of affairs will permit, not only to return the party you sent 
to their assistance but likewise to forward to you as many of 
the recruits, whom they have stopt from time to time, as may be 
wanted to compleat your establishment. 


99. Wee have chosen Timothy Bridge Esq. to be a captain 
and Mr. John Hume to be a lieutenant in our forces in Bengal, 
who are to succeed to the first vacancys that shall happen after 
their arrival, that is to say, Mr. Bridge to the first vacant 
command of a company and Mr. Hume to the first vacant lieute- 
nancy after those gentlemen have been provided for who were 
sent out last year and you are to give them commissions 
accordingly. 

100. But notwithstanding the said officers may not immediately 
succeed to their beforementioned stations, yet their pay is to 
commence upon their arrival viz., Mr. Bridge as a captain and 
Mr. Hume as lieutenant. 

101. As the desertion from Capt. Polier’s company of Swiss^® 
could not be prevented in Bengal, wee very much approve of 
your permitting him to reconduct them to the coast of Choro- 
mandel as the only likely method to render them useful to us. 


Supplement. 

102. Wee received from you sometime ago a muster of Japan 
copper, we now send you by the ship York a small parcel of 
copper in bars made according to that muster, and as it is in- 
tended for a tryal, you must dispose of it separately and advise 
us of the sale thereof, and if it sells to advantage you must 
particularly mention what quantity may be annually disposed 
of. 


103. The Anson not being in readiness to proceed with these 
ships as was intended, her dispatch' must therefore be deferred 
xmtil some time in next month. 

125 D. of A. 
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104. Wcc have for n considerable lime pa.st been in treaty 
with the French En.st India Company for an accommodation of 
the diiTeronccs between the two Company.^ upon the coast of 
Choromandol which wo are not without hopes will bo attended 
with the wished-for succo.ss. The project of an agreement for 
that pui-posc has been concerted here with commis.sarys from 
the French Company and transmitted to Paris, an answer to 
which woe are in daily expectation of. His Majesty has laid 
his commands on the ministry to support in his royal name the 
negotiation with the French commissaries for bringing the 
dilTcrenccs between the two Companys to an happy conclusion 
and has ordered the French Embassador to be acquainted with 
his firm resolution of maintaining and supporting the Company 
in the full enjoyment of all the rights and privileges granted 
them by the royal charter, and His Majesty has given the nece.s- 
sary orders for rendering such support elToctual, in case an ac- 
commodation upon equitable and reasonable terms should not be 
obtained from the French Company, in consequence whereof a 
squadron of men of war is prepaired and ready to sail with a 
sufficient number of His Majesty’s troops on board. 

105. Mr. Godcau^" sailed from France the 31st of December 
last with orders, as our Administration have been informed, to 
endeavour to pacifye the troubles and that it is with him only 
our agents are to treat, but if he should not be of that pacifick 
disposition he is represented to be of, we hope His Majesty’s 
squadron will prove an effectual support to us. 

106. A ship is actually fitted out and is ready to proceed 
from Embden to the coast of Choromandel and the Bay of Bengal 
in the service of a company erected at that place under the 
protection of the King of Prussia, on board of which one 
Mr. Harris proceeds as principal Agent. Wee give you this 
notice that you may be well upon your guard to prevent any 
encroachments upon our rights and priviledges and that the 
agents of the said company may not meet with encouragement 
from any persons whatsoever under our protection. You are 
to give possitive orders to all our pylots not to take charge of 
the said ship or the ships belonging to any other powers who 
are not established in India to bring them up the river and you 
are to endeavour to induce the Agents of the French and Dutch 
Companys to do the same; and you are likewise to use your 
endeavours in concert with the French and Dutch Agents to 
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(25. 3d.) per rupee is pounds slcrg. 
one hundred nnd seventy six, two 
shillings 

On the 6th December to Messrs Gray 
nnd Mackcll for one thousand seven 
hundred and thirty three rupees, 
fourteen annacs (1733-14-0) payable 
to John Brown Esqre. at two shill- 
ings and throe pence (2s. 3d.) per 
rupee is pounds strg. one hundred 
and ninety five, one shilling and 
two pence 

On do. to Thomas Holme for one thou- 
sand seven hundred and seventy 
seven rupees, twelve annacs and six 
pice (1777-12-6) payable to Sir 
Willijun Kiij^sel B.arl at two .shillings 
and lhix*e pence (Is. 3d.) per rupee 
is pounds sterling two hundred 

On the 3th December to Capl. Richard 
Alwrighi account the estate of 
Mr. Jolm Nicholl.s deceased (late 
second mate of ship London) for 
one thousand rupees (1000) p.ayablc 
to Captain Richard Ahvright at two 
shillings and three pence (2sh. 3d.) 
per nipoc is pounds sterling one 
hundred and twelve, ten shillings 

On do. to the Revd. Mr. R. Maplotoft on 
his own account for one thousand, 
three hundred and thirty three 
rupees, five annacs, throe pice 
(1333-5-3) payable to Mr, Peter 
Taylor Goldsmith at two shillings 
and three pence (2s. 3d,) per rupse 
is pounds strg. one hundred and 
fifty 

On 8th December to Mr. William 
Fullerton, for eight hundred and 
eighty, eight rupees, fourteen annaeo, 
three pice . (888-14-3) payable to 


-951 

£l76.2d. 

£195-lsh-2d. 

£200 

£112-10sh. 

£ 150 . 
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Fifthly if a prisoner should be condemned by the laws of 
■our country to sulTcr death, whether the President or Bench of 
Justices can reprieve the said prisoner or set him at large for 
a certain term of years, if his crime should merit an alleviation 
■of the punishment? 


SuppJcv}C7it. 

M8. Since writing thus far, have occurred two or three 
material things of which it will bo necessary to give Your 
Honours the fullest information. 

M9. Mr. Bartholomew Plaistcd with a letter to the Board 
on the 20th November accompanyed two memorialls to be 
tran.nmiltcd the Hon’blo tlio Court of Directors in our packets 
to them, one of which we forward by this ship. Upon psrusing 
the memorial laid before us as above and taking the same into 
■consideration, the Board were of opinion he had treated them 
in a manner verj' unbecoming the respect due to them as a 
Prc.sidont and Council and had made several insinuations dero- 
gatory of their honour, inferring they had made use of the 
power and dignity of their stations to commit injustice by mis- 
rcprc.scnting facts and turning advocates for a criminal. As so 
injurious a Irealmenl of Your Honours’ representatives would 
subject them to the contempt of the inhabitants living under 
their protection, if proper notice was not taken of so insolent 
and unparalleled an attack of their characters in a publick 
•capacity, wo wore of opinion Mr. Plaistcd merited our severest 
resentment, and that he ought to bo suspended from his office 
of Master Attendant, which wo accordingly did and directed 
him to deliver over tJio charge thereof to Mr. John Afton, 
Deputy Master Attendant. 

150. The bussiness of the dockhead being at a stand after 
Plaistead’s suspension we appointed Capt. David Graham (an 
experienced officer and one who has been long in the Com- 
pany’s service) to take the charge of Your Honour’s marine and 
have since confirmed him in the post of Master Attendant, till 
Your Honour’s pleasure is known; and as we esteem him a 
person very well qualified for that employ, we take the liberty 
to recommend your favour. 

151. In case our appointment of Captain Graham to the office 
of Master Attendant is approved of, we then beg leave 
125 D of A 
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Messrs. Hen. and Jos Guinand at 
two shillings . and three pence 
(2s. 3d.J per rupee, is pounds s'terlg. 
one hundred 

On 8th December to William Frankland 
Esqre. for one thousand and 
thirty eight rupees, three annaes, six 
pice (1038-3-6) payable to Thomas 
Frankland Esqre. at two shillings 
and three pence (2s. 3d.) per rupee 
is pounds strg. one hundred and 
sixteen, sixteen shillings 

On 8th December to Charles Mannin- 
gham Esqre. for two thousand four 
hundred and seventy one rupees, 
six annaes, six pice (2471-6-6) pay- 
able to Mrs. Ann Burrow or order 
account John Hipwood, at two 
shillings and three pence (2s. 3d.) is 
pounds strg. two hundred and 
seventy eight and six pence 

On the 8th December to the Hon’ble 
Roger Drake and Charles Mannin- 
gham Esqrs. for seven thousand eight 
hundred and ninety six rupees, 
fifteen annaes, six pice (7896-15-6) 
payable to Messrs. Abraham and 
Jacob Franco, at two shillings and 
three pence (2s. 3d.) per rupee is 
pounds sterling eight hundred and 
eighty eight, seven shillings and 
nine pence 

On do. to dos. for three thousand two 
hundred and seventy nine rupees, 
fifteen annaes, six pice (3279-15-6) 
(being the nett proceeds of one box 
of pearl marked M: F: N: 13 im 
polled per Duke of Dorset, Capt. 
Bernard Forrester) payable to Moses 
Franco and Company at two shilh 
ings and three pence (2s. 3d) per 


£100 


£11S-I6sh. 


£278-0sh.6ii. 


£888-7sh-9d. 
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to recommend €apt. Henry Wedderbum, a capable ojBficer, to:- 
succeed him in that employ. 

152. Mr. Plaisted on the 8th instant advised us of his inten- 
tion to return to Europe ori the London, and we have given- 
Capt. Alwright orders to receive him on board agreeable to his; 
request. 

153. Mr. William McGuire being then in Calcutta by permis- 
sion from the Board, sent in an address to the Board setting' 
forth therein, that he observed from Mr. Plaistead's memorial, 
that gentleman seemed determined at all haizards to prejudice- 
him in the favour and esteem of Your Honours, to gain which 
point he had paid as little regard to truth in his memorial as- 
in his first representation of the affair which happened on his- 
arrival here. He, therefore, requested our indulgence to permit, 
him to return to Europe and answer 'before Your Honours any 
objections to his conduct and behaviour that - Mr. Plaistead 
might raise by further malicious insinuations; and as he under- 
stood Mr. Plaisted returned to Europe on the London now, under 
dispatch, he desired our permission to go home on the first ship- 
that will be dispatched, after delivering over the charge of 
Bulramgurry factory to whom we might direct him and that, 
we would signify to Your Honours, that should you be dis- 
posed to hear Mr. Plaisted further on this head you will please- 
to defer giving him an audience till his arrival in England. 

154. We took this request of Mr. McGuires’s into considera- 
tion, and as Mr. Plaisted seems to us bent upon ruining that 
gentleman in Your Honours’ favour we thought it reasonable 
to give Mr. McGuire an opportunity of vindicating his conduct 
and behaviour in person and have, therefore, permitted him to 
return to Europe for that purpose as soon as he had delivered 
over the charge of Bulramgurry factorj’ to Mr. Boddam whom 
we have appointed Resident there in his room. As Mr. McGuire 
has always behaved to our satisfaction in the employ he has 
been entrusted with, we hope his return to Europe will not pre- 
judice his rank in the service, not doubting he will be able 
to justify his conduct to Your Honours’ satisfaction. 

155. By a letter from Bombay we have been informed of the 
arrival of Your Honours’ ship the Dragon on the 14th Septem- 
ber and that the other ships designed for their Presidency had 
left England in company with the Doddington on the 25th 
April. They have requested likewise the saltpetre they had 
formerly indented for might be encreased to five himdred (500)- 
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rupee, is pounds strg. three hundred 
and -sixty eight, nineteen shillings 
and six pence 

On do. to do. for fourteen thousand three 
hundred and forty six rupees, four 
annaes (14346-4-0) being the produce 
of a chest of coral imported per ship 
Denham marked B. No. 2 payable to 
Messrs. Abraham and Jacob Franco, 
at two shillings and three pence 
(2s. 3d.) per rupee is pounds strg. 
one thousand six hundred and thir- 
teen, nineteen shillings 

On do. to Mr, Andrew Ross account 
Capt. John Brohier for one thou- 
sand seven hundred and seventy 
seven rupees, twelve annaes, six pice 
(1777-12-6) payable to Mr. John Le 
Grose at two shillings and three 
pence (2s. 3d.) per rupee is pounds 
sterling two hundred 

On do. to do. account Lieutt. Paschoud 
for rupees one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy seven, twelve 
annaes, six pice (1777-12-6) pay- 
able to the Revd, Mr. Paschoud 
at two shillings and three pence 
(2s. 3d,) per rupee is pounds strg. 
two hundred 

On do. to do. account Capt. D’ Hellens 
for eight hundred and eighty eight 
rupees, fourteen annaes, three pice 
(888-14-3) payable to Mr. John 
Boisseir at two shillings and three 
pence (2s. 3d.) per rupee is pounds 
strg. one hundred 

On do. to dos. for three thousand two 
Nasserot for eight thousand (8000) 
rupees payable to Mr. John Boisseir 
at two shillings and three pence 
(2s. 3d.) per rupee is pounds strg. 
nine hundred 


£368-19sh-Gd. 


£1613-19sh. 


£strg. 200. 


£str. 200. 


£str. 100. 


£str. 900. 
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tonns; which wo shall freight on the first and best conveyances 
that ofTcr for that Presidency. 

156. Capt. John Durand this morning delivered in a letter 
to the Board witl) his reasons for not complying with the 
demand made on him by Mr. Holwell for five per cent duty on 
the sale of his house. A copy of this letter we have enclosed 
in this .ship’s packet, by which Your Honours will observe that 
we justly deemed it a very insolent address to a President and 
Council, and as wo were not willing to be too hasty in show- 
ing our resentment we ordered our Secretary to show him 
Your Honours’ orders for levying that duty and to let him 
know that we would permit him to withdraw his letter if he 
thought fit, but as he insisted on its being taken notice of in 
our Con.sultations, wo sent for him and acquainted him at the 
Board, that the duly of five per cent on the sale of houses be- 
longing to Europeans was directed to be levied by the Hon’ble 
Company, after which we demanded of him whether he 
would pay the bill Mr. Holwell had tendered him for the 
amount of that duly; to this he replycd that he would not 
pay it unless he was obliged to do so by a decree of the 
Mayor’s Court. 

Ii37. When Capt. Durand attended us Mr. Holwell called 
upon that gentleman to prove any one instance of what he had 
so freely asserted of the inhabitants having been taxed by his 
solo authority. Capt. Durand evaded this by saying that he 
apprehended his moaning was misunderstood and would appear 
dilTorcnt by reading what prccoedcd and what immediately 
followed the words quoted by Mr. Holwell, and that he was 
re.-.dy to reply in writing to any thing we might require. 

158. Your Honours may observe a motion was then made by 
Mr. Holwell for shewing a proper resentment of Capt. Durand’s 
contempt of your orders by denying him the protection of the 
place and directing him to leave the shore in twenty four 
hours. This being put to the vote the Board were of opinion 
that Captain Durand deserved our severest notice and ought 
to be sent home by the ships of this season and in case of his 
refusing to do so, that he will be denied any future residence 
in the settlement 

159. We flatter ourselves. Your Honours will think us very 
justifiable in this step and of the resentment we have been 
obliged to shew in order to check the growing insolence 
offered us. . 
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On do. .to vMr. ’ William *^ixon, -account 
Messrs, rjenks -and. .Reveley, 'for 
■ seven hundred and fifty four rupees, 
thirteen annaes and .six pice 
(754-13-6) payable to Mr. Cornelius 
Goodwin at two shillings and three 
pence (2-3) per rupee is pounds 
strg. eighty four, eighteen shillings 
and five pence 

On do. to Messrs. ' Manningham and 
Frankland for eleven thousand eight 
hundred and, thirteen rupees, eleven 
annaes, six pice (11813-11-6) payable 
to William Davis Esqr. at two shill- 
ings and three pence (2-3) per rupee 
is pounds strg. one thousand three 
hundred and twenty four and four 
pence 

¥ 

On do. to dos. for eight hundred and 
eighty eight rupees, fourteen annaes, 
three pice (888-14-3) payable to 
Susanna Scrafton at two shillings 
and three pence (2s. 3d.) per rupee, is 
pounds sterling one hundred 

On do. to dos. for one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy seven rupees, 
twelve annaes, six pice (1777*12-6) 
payable to Charles Hay at two shill- 
ings and three pence (2s. 3d.) per 
mpec is pounds strg. two hundred 

On do. to dos. ’for sixteen thousand one 
hundred and' fifteen rupees, twelve 
annsss • (16115-12^0) payable’ to Richard 
Barwell ■ Esqre. - at two .‘shiUings ' and 
three pence (2s. 3d.) per -rupee is 
pounds st^g. '.one .thousand •.-eight 
hundred :and -thirteen ..and a penny 

On do. . -to ..the .Hon’ble Roger Drake 
Esqr. -and - Mr. Peter . -Amyatt- :for 
twenty thousand eight’ .'hundred 


£84-18sh-5cI. 


£1324-0sh-4d. 

0 


£100 


£str.200 


-.£1813-0sh-ia. 
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160. Upon Mr. Becher's setting out for Dacca we made the 
following changes of posts at the Board: 

Mr. Pearkes, Accomptant, 

Mr, Frankland, Import Warehouse Keeper, 

Mr. Mackett, Biixey, 

Mr. Eyre, Storekeeper and to keep the post of Military 
Storekeeper till Mr. Baillie’s arrival. 

161. Mr. Pearkes was likewise appointed of the Committee 
of Supravisors and Mr. Mackett of the Committee of Warehouse 
in the room of ]\fc. Becher. 

162. We have permitted Mr. Amyatt to resign his post of 
Sub-Accomptant in consequence of his request, to which post 
we have appointed Mr. Richard Comt and have stationed 
Mr. Henry Kelsall head-assistant in the import warehouse. 

163. When we put up the woollen goods at fifteen per cent 
on the invoice price, we found no bidders for the ordinary red 
and popinjay broad cloth which we afterwards lowered pur- 
suant to your directions of this season and have disposed of 
them at a very small advance on the invoice price, esteeming 
it more for Your Honours’ interest to have them sold even at 
that low rate than keep them any longer in our warehouses. 

164. Since .closing the fourth head of this address, the Presi- 
dent has received a fresh perwannah from the Nabob insisting 
upon his demand of Sutchee Cutmah's effects being complied 
with. As we cannot yet ascertain what the event of this 
affair may prove we shall defer saying any more till it is 
totally settled. 

165. On. this ship is laden the following new sortments of 
cloth from the aurungs and subordinates viz.. 


From Jugdia 
Length Breadth 

Tanjebs Jugdea 40 and aj ...... 2 bales , . 187 pie<^ 

Hummuns Do 24 and 3 ordy to bales 970 pieces 

From Cosshnbuzar 

Raw Silk Fine Bind 1 bale 4 Mds 3 sr. 8 Ch. 

From Dacca 

Tanjebs Tungul Fine 40 and 2 2 bales 136 pieces 

From Malda 


Cossaers Serra 40 and 2 
Mulmuls Serra 36 and if 

Mulmuls Do Fine 36 ani i| 


9 bales roo9 pieces 

. 8 „ 893 . 

7 - « 724 « 


99 
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and -fifty six rupees (20856); payable 
to Richard and William Harwell > 

Esqrs. at two shillings and three 
pence (2s. 3d.) per rupee is pounds 
atrg. two thousand three hundred 
and forty six, six shillings £2346-6h-0d. 


On do. to Mr. William Fullerton for 
five hundred and eighty eight rupees, 
nine annaes, six pice (588-9-6) pay- 
able to William Harwell Esqre. at 
two shillings and three pence 
(2s. 3d.) per rupee is pounds strg. 
sixty six, four shillings and four 
pence ^ £66-4sh-4d. 

On do. to do. for six thousand three 
hundred (6300) rupees payable to 
Messrs. Gosling and Bennet at two 
shillings and three pence (2s. 3d.) per 
rupee is pounds strg. seven hundred 
and eight, fifteen shillings 

On do. to Paul Richard Peapkes for nine 
hundred and eighty (980) rupees pay- 
able to Mrs. Adriana Cecila Pearkes 
at two shillings and three pence 
(2s. 3d.) per rupee is pounds strg. 
one hundred and ten 


£708-15sh. 


£110 


On do. to Mr. John Afton for four hund- 
red and forty four rupees, seven 
annaes, three pice (444-7-3) payable 
to Gabriel Snodgrass or Johnathan 
Ranson at two sh. and three pence 
per rupee is pounds strlg. fifty. £b0 

132. The whole amount for which we have granted bills of 
exchange, is Current Rupees one hundred and ninety four thou- 
sand two hundred and fifteen, eleven annaes, nine pice (or 
■pounds sterlg. 22867-12-7). 


Eighthly, of the Charter. 

133. Upon receipt of your commands of the 31 January 1755, 
we ordered our Secretary to send the two courts established by 
His ‘Majesty’s charter, copies of such parts of that letter as re- 
-lated to 'them and acquaint theim that in future’their addresses 
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166. Mr. Willism Ryder has reported the dispatch of the 
Anson from Ingelie on the 1st instant when she drew sixteen 
feet, three inches water upon an even keel. 

167. Enclosed in this packet we transmit Your Honours an 
address laid before us by Mr. Holwell in reply to the letter 
wrote you by the Mayor’s Court with copy of his appeal 
annexed. 

168. In this packet we forward proposals from Mr. Solomon 
Margas for supplying Your Honours’ Marine with naval stores. 
As yet we have concluded upon no contract but have advertised 
that we do not purpose to receive any further proposals after 
the 20th instant. 

169. We have consigned Your Honours on this ship sundry 
goods and merchandize as per invoice and bill of lading enclos- 
ed, amounting to nine hundred and twenty thousand (9,20.000) 
Current Rupees. 

170. We have likewise laden on her sundry stores for the 
use of your island of St. Helena amounting to one thousand 
and eighteen rupees, seven annas (Rs. 1,018-7 as.) Current. 

171. Mr. Paul Richard Pearkes who dispatches this ship 
from Ingelie will advise Your Honours of what else may be 
necessary from thence. 


172. We wish her a safe and speedy passage to Your Honours 
and are with the greatest respect, 

May it please Your Honours 

Your most faithfull humble servants, 

Roger Drake Junr./C. Manningham/Paul Richard Pearkes/ W. 
Frankland/J. Z. Holwell/W. Mackett. 

Fort William, 

8th December, 1755. 

(Ref. Copies of records obtained from India Office, Letters 
to Court, Vol. 4, 1755—57, pp. 45-120 

Paragraphs 106-8, 122, 129, 149, 152 published in Wilson’s 
Old Fort William, vol. II, pp. 37-39, Paragraphs 48, 142 published 
in Long’s Selections from Unpublished Records 1748-67, pp. 63- 
64 .) 
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to Your Honours must be laid before the Board and be trans- 
mitted in our packet. 


134. As thei'e has happened a warm contest between the 
Mayor’s Court and our Zemindar concerning, a decree of his in 
eutcherry upon a complaint Ibdged there by an European and 
Fringy against a Fringy, we shall relate the particulars of that 
affair very minutely and request Your Honours’ sentiments 
thereupon fully in order to prevent the two jurisdictions clash- 
ing with each other. 

135. On the 19th May Mr. Holwcll acquainted us that on the 
12th of that month one Monsr. Dimondtaguy and his wife Phoebe 
laid a complaint in the eutcherry against, the latter’s mother, a 
black Fringy named Sarah Shadow, setting forth that prior to 
the marriage of tlio said Phoebe her mother had prevailed on 
her to secret and lodge in lier hands a pair of diamond eai*- 
rings, a gold headed cane, eighteen gold buttons and a silver 
cup and salver, tolling her that as she was a stranger to the 
principles of the man she was going to marry she had better 
conceal the above things from him, as she might have them 
again whenever she pleased. The cause coming to issue be- 
fore him the defendant (Sarah Shadow) asserted the things 
wore deposited with her by Phoebe for the use of a child of 
hers by a former husband but this being absolutely denyed 
by the said Phoebe and the defendant having no proof beyond 
her own assertion, nor any written obligation produced or 
pretended to be given by the said Phoebe by her mother, he 
iiad decreed the restitution of the above things to the com- 
plainants, to whom they were' delivered the same day. 
Mr. Holwcll then remonstrated that he had been served that 
day with a citation to appear before the Mayor’s Court the 
Fryday after, and there to produce and deliver the aboVc things. 
This proceeding he thought so extrajudicial and injurious in 
the said court ns would (ho doubted not) call for the cognisance 
of the Board, for if he could bo cited to appear before the 
‘Mayor’s Court for any decree duly pronounced in the execu- 
tion of his office, the authorities of the honours of the Board, 
and of that annexed to his office wei'e nought and the whole 
jurisdiclion of the settlement invested in the said court. Ho 
therefore desired the orders of the Board touching the regard 
ho roust pay to that citation. Before we gave any opinion or 
orders thereon, wo directed our Secretary to procure a copy 
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LETTER DATED 26 JANUARY 1756 

'J’O the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Aifairs of the 

Hon’ble United Company of Merchants of England 
Trading to the East Indies. 

> May it please Your Honours 

1. The London carried our address under the established 

heads, in which we have been as full as possible; she was dis- 
patched from Ingelie on the [ ] ultimo and then drew 

[ ]foot water upon an even keel. 

2. Since her departure nothing material has happened to 
advise Your Honours of more than our having contracted with 
Mr. Solomon Margass to supply your marine with naval stores 
for the space of three years, upon the terms offered us on the' 
f. .....] of last month for which terms we beg leave to be referred 

to his letter entered after our Consultation of the 29th ultimo. 

3. Having compleated the lading of the Eastcourt we now 
dispatch that ship to the President and Council of Fort St. 
George with 300 tonns of saltpetre, thirty tonns of redwood and 
■the remainder of her tonnage in rice. 

4. Abstract of her invoice we enclose in her packett amount- 
ing to CRs, 

5. We have likewise granted the following bills of exchange 
by this ship at 2s. 3d. each, the amount of the respective sums 
being first paid into your treasury. . 

On the 1st January to the Hon’ble Roger 
Drake, Chas Manningham and J. Z. 

Holwell Es(ires. for CRs 15523-10 pay- 
able to William Davis Esqre. is 

On do. to Chas Manningham Esqre and 
Prankland and Holwell for 
CRs. 269-7-0 payable to Mrs. Judith 
Whaley Is 

On do to Chas Mannih^am' Esqre.' and 
William Fullerton for CRs. '398 
payable to Captain Thomas Naime 
is ■ ' |£str. 44-15-6. 


£str. 1746-8-1. 


.£.str. 30-6-2. 
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of the court records in relation to that aifair, and copy of 
the citation served upon Mr. Holwell. 

136. On the 22nd Mr. Holwell delivered in a letter to us 
upon the foregoing subject and our Secretary at the same time 
informed us he could obtain no copy of the court proceedings 
as they were not wrote fair, but that he had read them and 
taken minutes of such parts as were material. Your Honours 
will observe by the face of that day’s Consultation, the Board 
esteemed themselves (as agents for the Company) the proper 
persons to have been applied to by the Mayor’s Court in those 
circumstances, setting forth the nature of the complaint they 
had against the Zemindar (an office established by Your 
Honours) or for explaining any part of the charter not clearly 
understood and that the Board upon such an application would 
interpret any dubious expressions in the said charter, and 
take care to restrain any power the Zemindar may assume by 
his own authority. This we ordered the . Secretary to inform 
the court of and did not doubt they would recall their citation, 
till they had replyed and received our further resolution 
thereupon. 

137. The next morning being the day for Mr. Holwell to 
make his appearance in court (from whom we had received no 
answer to our Secretary’s letter) he requested the opinion of 
the Board “Whether he as Zemindar had deviated from the 
constant Practice of the Cutcherry in taking Cognizance of and 
determining on the property which he was cited to deliver into 
the Mayor’s Court?’’ For our several opinions we beg leave 
to be referred to the Consultation of the 23rd May. 

138. The Mayor’s Court on the 26th of that month sent in 
a letter to the Board in reply to what the Secretary had wrote 
them by our order, copy of which letter as well as those deli- 
vered in by Mr. Holwell upon this subject, we transmitt Your 
Honours enclosed iu this packet that you may see it at one 
view what each of them alledgcd to vindicate their ovm pro- 
ceedings. 

139. Mr. Holwell having been obliged to appear before the 
Mayor’s Court and deposite the amount of the effects he had 
decreed to be delivered by. Sarah Shaddow appealed from that 
judgement of the Mayor’s Court to us as a court of appeals and 
addressed us as a Board on the 16th Jrme and requested our 
determination upon eight queries regarding the judicial part 
of his office which letter lay for consideration till we should 
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On do. to Chas.- Manningham Esqre. 
for CRs. 888-14-3 payable to Stephen 
Law Esqre.* is 

On do. to do. for CRs. 888-14-3 payable 
to Charles Browne Esqre. is 

On do. to do. for CRs 33877-0-6 payable 
to Willm. Davis Esqre. is 

On do. to Messre. Manningham and 
Frankland for CRs. 2823-11-9 pay- 
able to Mrs. Anne Burrow is 

On do. to do. for CRs. 1997-2-9 pay- 
able to Coinduis Goodwin Esqre. 
is 

On do. to do. do. for CRs. 3140 payable to 
Samuel De Castro is 

On do. to do. for CRs 3905-14-3 payable 
to Solomon Franco is 

On do. to Mr. George Grey for CRs. 2450 
payable to Messrs. Johnston and 
Fothringham is 

On do. to Mrs. Elizabeth Beard for 
Crs. 177-12-6 payable to Richard 
Benyan Esqre. is 

On do. to Mr. Daniel Whaley for 
CRs. 1658-14-0 payable to Bartholo- 
mew Plaisted or Anne Gascoigne is 

On 5 January to William Nixon account 
Willm. Forth for CRs. 888-14-0 
payable to William Ferguson is 

On do. to do. for CRs. 700 payable to 
Jonathan Rajison is 

On do. to Messrs. Wm. Fullerton and 
Wm. Nixon for CRs. 888-14-0 payable 
to Bartholor;:.ew Plaisted or Thomas 
Burnett is 

On do. to Charles Douglas account the 
estate of Mrs. Jane Douglas for 
CRs. 31830-8-0 payable to Hugh 
Watson and Archibald Stirling Esqr. 
is 


£str. 100-0-0 
£str. 100-0-0 
£str. 3811-3-3 

£str. 317-13-4 

! 

£str. 225-3-7 
£str. 353-5-0 

£str. 439-8-2 

* 

£str. 270-12-6 

£str. 20-0-0 

£str. 186-10-6 

£str. 100-0-0 
£str. 78-15-0 

£str. 100-0-0 

£str. 3580-13-7. 
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receive:'. Y;p,ur Honours*. r corfiman^is in ans^wer to what the, 
Mayor’s Court had wrote upons. the- new-, charterv 

140. In the interim the Mayor’s. Court addressed the Board 

for. copies of. Mr. HolweU’s letter and minutes, relating to. them, 
as a body corporate, which, was . denied them, by a majority of 
the . members as we did not think they had a title, to. demand, 
any copies, of -papers delivered in. to us. as a. Council Board nor 
to any minutes made upon the face of. our Consultations, but 
we directed our Secretary to inform them they might come to 
his office and, neruse such, letters and minutes as relate to them-, 
selves. 

141. After the receipt of Your Honours’ commands per Jiiast- 
court, we took into consideration Mr. Holwell’s letter of quer- 
ies, and the question being put, the majority of the Board were 
of opinion that as it had been the constant practice of the cut- 
cherry to receive complaints from Europeans against natives, 
the Zemindar might continue to take cognizance of and decide 
upon causes of property where an European, Fringy or 
Armenian were complainant against natives as his decision 
by no means oblige the parties or prevent them from applying 
to the Mayor’s Court afterwards- But that the Zemindar had 
no right to determine upon matters of dispute between any 
Europeans, Fringys and Armenians as we esteemed them to 
have the same title, to the benefit of His Majesty’s charter as 
British subjects themselves while they lived under our protec- 
tion. Our several opinion Your Honours will observe at large 
in the Consultation of the 25th September and we, hope it will 
meet with your approbation as we have endeavoured to pre- 
vent as much as possible the jurisdiction -of the Zemindary 
from interfering with that delegated to Mayor’s Court by His 
Majesty’s charter. 

142. We have likewise established a quorum of justices of 
the peace, to act in criminal cases whete Christians are con- 
cerned. 

143. Mr.' HolwelL thinking himself injured by being cited 
to appear before the Mayor’s Court for a decree made in the 
execution of his office as Zemindar and having in his letter of 
the [16th] June desired the opinion of the Board “Whether the 
Mayor’s Court had any Authority to cite Zemindar of Calcutta 
before them for any decress he might make in his judicial • 
capacity?” we have referred that question to Your Honours to 
be answered and desire you will, give us your sentiments fully 
thereon. 
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On do. to Edward Eyre Esqre. for 
CRs. 888-14-3. payable to James 
Meredith [£str. 100-0-0} 

6. The whole amount of bills of exchange by this 'ship is 
CRs. 103196-10-6 or £str. 11604-19-8. 

7. We have likewise granted Capt. Arthur Evans three- 
certificates of the same tenor for CRs. 26666-10-9 or £str. 3,000, 
he being first sworn to the same. 

8. The Denham not being yet arrived we have not let the 
Duke of Dorsett proceed to Tellicherry as we wrote Your 

Honours we should, it being necessary to keep one ship to carry 
home the goods we shall have in readiness by the end of this- 
month. In case the Denham should not return from the Neg- 
raise very shortly, we purpose to lade those goods on the Duke 
of Dorsett and dispatcli her to Your Honours directly home 
some time this month, that you may not be disappointed in 
receiving your returns from this Presidency in proper time. 

9. We have the pleasure to advise Your Honours that the- 
Hardwicke, Capt. Samson, left Fort St. George the 27th 

October. 

10. We wish this ship a safe and speedy passage and are- 
with the greatest respect, 

May it please Your Honours 

Your most faithfull and most obedient humble servants, 

Roger Drake Junr./C. Manningham/Paul Richard’ 
Pearkes/W. Frankland/J. Z. Holwell/W. Mackett/Ed- 
ward Eyre. 

Fort William, 
the 26th January, 1756. 

(Ref. Copies of records obtained from India Office, Letters; 
to Court, Vol. 4, 1755-57, pp. 141-44.) 

56 

LETTER DATED 26 JANUARY 1756 

•T’ O the Hpn’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the 
Hon’ible the United Company of Merchants of England: 
■Trading to the East Indies. 
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144. Another incident lias likewise thrown us into a very 
ffreat dilommn upon which wc must beg the favour Your 
Honours will Iransmitl us very explicit orders for our conduct, 
should a case of this nature happen again. We shall relate the 
particulars as concisely as possible. 

145. The Recovery snow, Capt. Thomas Moore, being bound 
upon a voyage to the coast of Africa, in the passage his 
ofilcers and crew (for some bad usage) conspired his death 
and actually perpetrated the deed, after which they run the 
vc.’^sel ashore near Pata [sic] where they wore seized by the 
king of that country and delivered up to Capt. Thomas Holme 
in the -‘Min Dowlal snow and by him brought hither. A court 
of admiralty being opened upon the occasion, the grand juiy 
found a bill of indictment against the chief and 'second mates, 
.*:yvang, tindall and .•several lascars. The two first as Christians 
were arraigned before u.s, tryod and condemned by a petit jury 
and e.xccutcd ns acce.'?sarics and accomplices in the murder of 
the .‘^aid Capt. Thoma.s Moore. The .syrang, tindall, and lascars 
being Mussulmen, the court were of opinion it might embarrass 
the Company's affairs were we to proceed against them by the 
laws of our country*, for which reason we did not then bring 
them to their tryal. Soon after a grand jury summoned upon 
the sc.'^sions of oyer and terminer presented the aforesaid 
syrang. tindall and lascars as pereons indicted for murder, and 
desired they might be Iryed accordingly, and receive the 
punishment due to their crime. Hereupon wo wrote to 
Mr. Watts to know whether an application to the Nabob for 
permission to try those people, and execute them if guilty by 
our laws would be attended with success. Mr. Walts wrote 
us in answer that ho was of opinion it would be very impropei 
to apply for such a permission, as it might give the Nabob a 
handle to demand Uie lascars upon which wc ordered 
Mr. Holwell to enquire into the matter and report their exami- 
nation to the Board, which was accordingly performed on the 
2nd October. But some of the members being of opinion we 
had no authority as a Goveimour and Council to try them for 
a crime for which they had been indicted by a grand jury 
summoned upon a commission of admiralty, the affair was laid 
before the Board on the [....] October and our several opinions 
arc entered at large on the face of that day’s Consultation, 
when the majority thought they ought to be tryed by a court 
of' admiralty. In consequence of which they will be tryed by 
a court of admiralty, but we shall suspend- the sentence till 
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May it please Your Honours 

1. We have now the pleasure to advice of- the safe arrival 
here of the Denham and St. George, which leaves us at liberty 
to send this ship to Tellicheiry to be filled up and dispatched, 
from thence to Europe, agreeable to what we before informed. 
Your Honours. 

2. Capt. Robert Robinson having demised at China, we have 
confirmed Mr. Pearson Fenner in the command of the St. George,. 
Mr. Thomas Harrison being likewise dead. 

3. As soon as we were apprized of the arrival of the St. 
George, we ordered the Export Warehouse Keeper to weigh • 
off and lade her charterparty redwood and saltpetre (in order 
to expedite her dispatch) without waiting for the usual survey 
of her within board. We hope to complete her loading and dis- 
patch her to Your Honours about the 12th or 15th of ^lext 
month. 

4 ; Captain George Meard having wrote the President that 
he was in want of a cable and men to work his ship, we directed 
the Master Attendant to send him twenty five lascars and a 
cable and we likewise sent him down some of our military for 
his further assistance. We have permitted Capt. Meard to bring 
the Denham up to town to report and shall give him all the 
assistance in our power; as soon as she can be got ready to take 
in goods, we shall proceed in loading of her, and hope to be 
able to dispatch her from hence by the 5th of March. 

5. We have given Capt. Barnard Forrester three certificates; 
of one tenour and date for eight thousand eight hundred and 
eighty eight Current Rupees, fourteen annas and three pice 
(8,888-14-3) to which he has been regularly sworn agreeable to 
your directions. 

d. We have likewise granted the following setts of bills of 
exchange in favour of the underwritten persons at two shillings 
and three pence each rupee, the respective amounts of each bill 
being first accounted for. 

On the 26th January to Mr. Peter » ' 

Amyatt one sett for four hundred 
fourty four Current Rupees and 
seven annas (444-7) payable to Wil- 
liam Barwell Efeqr. and Mr. 
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we receive Your Honours* answer hereto unless we find we 
may put it in execution without a risque of embroiling Your 
Honours’ affairs. 


146. As we have been very much at - a loss how to act 
under the circumstances already mentioned, we must repeat 
our request that Your Honours will transmitt us very explicit 
orders for our conduct in future as well as the advice of able 
Council for we apprehend the murder which these lascars 
have been guilty of differs in some material respects from 
those which come under the cognizance of the Zemindar; first 
it was committed upon the high seas which could not be tryed 
in these parts without' His Majesty’s commission of admiralty 
for the end; next, it was upon the body of an European and 
lastly, it was accompanied with an act of piracy. 

147. Under this head we beg leave to request Your Honours 
will transmitt us the opinion of Council to the following 
queries, as we esteem of very great consequence, and we are 
at a loss concerning them. 

First whether by His Majesty’s charter for establishing the 
several courts of justice in India we are empowered to grant 
letters of mart [sic] in case of a war between Great Britain and 
other European powers? 

Secondly whether upon tryals by a commission of admiralty 
it is absolutely necessary to summons and swear in a grand 
and petit jury as in cases of a criminal nature v.’ithin the juris- 
diction of the court of oyer and terminer; or whether the 
commissioners of admiralty can arraign and try a prisoner at 
their bar without an indictment from a grand jury and in- 
flict sentence of death without the verdict of a petit jury? 

* i 

Thirdly after sentence is passed by a court of admiralty ana 
no warrant issued by them for execution, whether another 
court of admiralty not consisting of the same commissioners 
as before can sign the warrant for execution of. the sentence 
pronounced by the former court? 

Fourthly whether the President or the bench of justices 
are empowered to respite execution, after having signed a 
Warrant direct to the Sheriffs to put their sentence in force, 
.upon' circumstances coming to light in favour of the prisoner? 
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George Sherwood at 2 shillings 3 
pence each is 

On the 26th January to Capt. Barnard 
Forrester one sett for two thousand 
Current Rupe^ (2,000) payable to 
Capt. Richard Alwright or order at 
'2 shillings 3 pence each is 

On the 26th January to Mr. William 
Nixon one sett for one thousand 
and two Current Rupees, fourteen 
annas and three pice (1,002-14-3). 
payable to Messrs. Chaimcey, Browne 
and Chauncey or order at 2 shil- 
lings 3 pence each is 


£str. 50. 


£str. 225. 


£str. 112-16-6. 


On the 26th January to Mr. William 
Nixon and Messrs Jenks and ReV- 
eley one sett for eight hundred 
and eight Current Rupees, and 
eight annas (808-8) payable to Mr. 

Samuel Jencks or order at 2 shil- 
lings 3 pence each is £str. 90-19-1. 

7. Mr. William Mcguire being returned from Bulramgurry 
Ithe charge of which factory he has delivered over to Mr. Thos. 
Boddam) now takes his passage to Europe the Duke of Dor- 
set in consequence of our permission for his proceeding to Eng- 
land as already mentioned to Your Honours- in our address per 
London. 


8. Enclosed in this packet we transmit manifest of private 
trade laden on the Duke of Dorset by Captain Barnard Forres- 
ter with the several other papers relating to this ship. 

9. We shall write Your Honours fully by the St. George and 
■are with the greatest respect. 

May it please Your Honours 

Your most obedient humble servants, . 
Roger Drake Junr./C. Manningham/Paul Richard Pearkes/j 
W. Frankland/J. Z. Holwell. 

Fort William, 
the 26th January, 1756. 

(Ref. Copies of records obtained from India Office, Letters to 
Court, Vol. 4, 1755-57, pp. 121-23.) 
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prevent the Prussians getting possession of the late Ostend 
factory at Hughly or making any other settlement in Bengal. 

107. Since forming the list of investment the alliballies and 
doreas®^ per Chesterfield have been sold, and we observe that 
the quality of the former is better than what we have generally 
received. However the profit is so small that unless you can 
reduce the price, you must omit sending any of that article; 
as to the doreas they proved very good, and we have only to 
recommend to you to keep up the quality and send us the 
quantity ordered. 

We are. 

Your loving friends, 

Richd. Chauncy/Roger Drake/W. Mabbott/Will. 
Rider/ Christo. Burrow/M. Impey /Peter Du Cane/ 
Will. Braund/Whichcott Tumer/W. Willy/Thos. 
Phipps/H. Crabb Boulton /Thomas Walpole/ Timothy 
Tullie/Henry Plant/John Boyd/Thos. Rous/W. 
Wilberforce Junr. 

London, 23rd January, 1754. 

(Ref. — Copies of records obtained from India Office, Vol. 18, 
1754-55, pp. 2-— 43.) 

Paragraphs 30, 63 and 68 published in Wilson’s Old Fort 
William, Vol. II, pp. 2-3. Para. 69 published in Holwell’s India 
Tracts, p. 248.) 
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LETTER DATED 23 JANUARY 1754 

The Courlfs directions regarding the establishment of a mint 
at Calcutta — the Council ordered to send samples of piece-goods 
manufactured near Calcutta. 

To the President and second in Council for the time being 
at Fort William in Bengal. 

We have received two letters from the President and second 
in Council, one dated the 28th of December 1752 and the other 
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the 12th of February following in answer to ours of the 16th 
of January 1752, in whicli wee observe tlie diflicultys and impedi- 
monts which lye in the way to prevent a complyanco with our 
orders for your procuring a proppor authority for the establish- 
ment of a mint at Calcutta for the present at least. However 
a time may come when those difiicullys may vanish and a 
critical juncture may facilitate your applications for procuring 
us so great an advantage. You therefore mu.st alway.s have it 
in view and loose no favourable opportunity for complying with 
our beforemontioned orders. 

in your letter of the 28th of December you have sent u.s a 
statement of the real cost of several sorts of piece good.s made 
in and about Calcutta which wee nbservo in general to be 
cheaper than what the same specie.? are invoiced at to us. but 
as you acquaint u.s our orders came loo late in the .season 
for your carrying them into execution, by causing some pieces 
of the several sorts to be privately made, wee shall therefore 
depend upon your promise of transmitting some to us by the 
two first conveyances the following year, as without a view of 
the goods the statement of the prizes can answer no purpose. 

The reason of our writing this separate letter to our 
President and second is that the contents may bo kept as secret 
as the nature of the transactions will admit of and wee shall 
depend upon your observance of the same accordingly. 

We are, 

Your loving friends. 

Rich. Chauncy/Roger Drake/W. Mabbott/Willm. 
Rider/ Christo Burrow/M. Impey /Peter Du Cane/ 
Will- Braund/Whichcott Turner/W. WiUy/Thos. 
Phipps/Hy. Crabb Boulton/Thomas Walpole /Stephen 
Law/Timothy Tullie/Henry Plant/John Boyd/Thos. 
Rous/W. Wilberforce Junr. 


London, 23rd January, 1754. 

•; (Ref . — Copies of records obtained from India Office Vol. 18, 
1754r-55, pp. 44-45.) 
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LETTER DATED 17 FEBRUARY 1756 

•T? O the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the 
.Hon’ble Ujiited Company of Merchants of England Trad- 
ing to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours 

In consequence of your orders we have wrote to the several 
factorys subordinate to this Presidency for their sentiments in 
relation to the method of conducting their investments and 
whether it could be carried on with more advantage by any 
other means. 

We have likewise wrote for and received a list of debts con- 
tracted at Cossimbuzar and Dacca marking out the respective 
years they were contracted in, which are recoverable and 
which are not so, and shall take the whole into consideration 
after the dispatch of this year’s shipping, transmitting Your 
Honours by the early conveyances next season, an account of 
our transactions in which you may depend on our utmost care 
to rectifie any abuses we may observe either in the conduct of 
your servants at those factorys or mismanagements in the 
oecoming [sic] of their charges. At present there has not ap- 
peared any thing to tax the gentlemen at those places, and 
Mr. Becher assures us that from what he has learned at 
Dacca, none of your servants there interest themselves unfaith- 
fully in the investments of that factory. 

Messrs. Amyatt and Boddam have been directed by us to 
form a sett of regular books at Luckipore and Btdramgurry to 
be transmitted annually down instead of the present method 
of keeping their accounts. 

We have nothing more to add and remain with the greatest 
respect. 

May it please Your Honours 

Your most faithfull and most obedient humble servants, 
Roger Drake Junr./C. Manningham/Paul Richard Pearkes,^j 
J. Z. Holwell. 

Fort William, 

17 February, 1756. 

(Ref. Copies of records obtained from India Office, Letters 
to Court, Vol. 4, 1755-57, pp. 124-25.) 


971 



23 FEBRUARY 1756 

stimate of the expence it will be to finish • 
the redoubt, draw bridge and lock at Bbog- 
• buzar from Jany. ist 1756 

"Wood and iron work of the draw bridge 917 

Gates, hinges etc for the lock 300 

Monthly account for 2 months etc. 900 

Chunam, brick, durt, paint etc. 500 

Gharge of building a redoubt, lock and draw 
bridge at Govinpore .... 

Total expence of Col. Scott’s scheme for in- 
closing the boimds .... CRs. 75458-14 

(Ref. Copies of records obtained from India 

Office, Letters to Court, Vol. 4, i755-57» PP« 126-40. 

Last paragraph of letter dated 21st February published in Wilson’s 
Old Fort William, Vol. II, p. 214.) 
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LETl'ER DATED 23 FEBRUARY 1756 

Survey made of the river — Hakimbeg bribed to ensure 
•effectual stoppage of exactions at the chaukis— steps taken to 
prevent misuse of dastak — trouble with the Nawab’s govern^ 
-ment over the case of Kanai and Sachi Cotmah — a plea for 
remission of duty on the sale of houses in Calcutta. 

-ro the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the 
Hon’ble United Company of Merchants of England IVad- 
:ing to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours 

. 1. Duplicate of our letter under the established head's, (for- 
warded by the London) goes enclosed in this packett, to which 
•We beg leave to refer for the particulars of our transactions to 
that dsrte and shall now give Your Honours a summary account 
of what has occurred since the dispatch of the London. 

2. By private advices • from Bombay we have heard of the 
•safe arrival there of the Stretham, Pelham, Houghton and 
!Edgcourt of which we congratulate Your Honours. 
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2617 

25701-15 
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LETIER DATED 21 FEBRUARY 1756 

Correspondence between Roger Drake and William Watts 
for obtaining a parwana from the Nawab against exactions at 
the chavkis— -estimate of expenses to complete Col. Scott’s 
plan. 

fj* O the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the 
Hon’ble United Company of Merchants of England Trad- 
ing to East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours 

We had the pleasure to write you per ship Hardwicke, 
duplicate thereof we forwarded per London, since the dispatch 
of which last ship we /received a letter from Mr. William 
Watts, Chief at Cossimbuzar, copy where of we transmit here- 
with with our reply thereto, and his answer together with 
copy of the dustick which was first to be obtained and an 
account of what the chowkeys did exact from our merchants^ 
boats when we carried on tiie dadney; since which we have 
suffered many inconveniences in the bringing down the Com- 
pany’s investment both by detention of the boats and a large 
expence. We therefore hope the measures we have taken with 
the concurrence of the Board will be esteemed by Your 
Honours as a necessary expence on the terms we set forth 
to Mr. Watts. 

The redoubt at Perain’s being nigh compleated and observ- 
ing the expence of that work was far mcft:e considerable than 
was represented to Your Honours by Colonel Scott, we required 
Mr. Symson to make a calculate at what expence the whole 
work might be finished, copy of which estimation we also forward 
and have thought proper to drop any further expence until we 
are commanded to proceed in that work from Your Honours or 
that such able person or p,ersons you may think proper to send 
out as engineers can convince us it will have greater utility 
than we at present imagine. We are with great truth. 

May it please Your Honours 

Your most faithful! servants, 
Roger Drake Junr and C. Manningham. 

Fort William, ~ 

21st February, 1756. 
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iJ. The President and Council of Bombay having indented' 
for 500 tonns of saltpetre we have consigned them 220 tonns 
on the Duke of Dorsett exclusive of the ship's chartefparty 
tonnage of petre and freighted the remainder on the Drake 
and Doddalay, two of our country ships, at Rs. 2-12 As. per- 
bag which is 4 annaes less than formerly has been paid to- 
owners of country shipping. 

4, In our letter per London we informed Your Honours, that 
the river had been at that time surveyed but once and Capt. 
Grahame, the Master Attendant, reporting that from the ob- 
servations of most of the pilots and masters in the service- 
there had happened no material alteration in the chaimels and. 
lands since that survey we have dispensed with its being done 
again till after the dispatch of this year’s shipping. 

5, The Bonetta sloop returned from the Negraise on the- 
7th ultimo with letters from Mr. Henry Brooke advising of the- 
necessity he had been under to detain the Denham so long at 
that place, but that the President and Council of Fort St.. 
George ha-ving sent the Prince George to relieve her, he should, 
return that ship to us in a few days. 

6, We have already advised Your Honours of our having 
permitted Captain Meard to bring his ship to town. Upon her 
arrival here, Captain Meard delivered us a letter advising that, 
her charterparty term expired on the 11 February, by which 
day if she was not dispatched for Europe he should be obliged 
(in order to indemnifie himself 'and owners) to protest against 
us. At the Same time he delivered in a protest against 
Mr. Henry Brooke for his detention of the Denham at the 
Negraise so long, that his being able to get ready in time to 
proceed to Europe this season seemed precarious. Your Honours 
will observe by our Consultation of the 2nd instant, that we- 
sent for Captain Meard and offered him all the assistance in 
our power, acquainting him that we intended to load and’ 
dispatch the Denham home within this month if he could get 
her in readiness to leave the place so soon. We have since- 
directed our Secretary to inform bim that we expect he leaves^ 
town by the 21st instant, and in order to -expedite his getting 
away as much as possible we have dispensed with her being- 
hove down upon Capt. Meard's notifying that when she was 
lightened to a draught of 14 foot he found she made no water 
at aU and upon the Master Attendant’s reporting her fitt in- 
all respects to receive the Hon’ble Company’s goods on boards 
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, Enclosure 1 

To the Hon’ble Roger Drake Esqre. and Charles Manning- 
ham Esqr 


Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, 


Copy ' 

I have for some time past been making application to 
Hackembeg, the Pachowterah Drbga, in behalf of our hon’ble 
masters for relief against the extortion of his chowkys without 
effect, he alledging he farmed out those chowkys to different 
people for a large sum and that if he restrained their exactions, 
he must suffer considerably by the lessening the value of those 
farms; therefore though satisfied of the justness of the 
complaint he could not think of redressing us, without we 
would make him a handsome present as an equivalent 
for the loss he must suffer; his demands at first were very 
exorbitant, but having reduced those demands to the low- 
est sum he positively asserts he will take, which is from 
ten to twelve thousand rupees, I thought it advisable 
to write you, for your approval, or otherwise, before I 
proceeded further or addressed the Board on this subject. 
Enclosed is copy and translate of the dustick he is to give us. 
besides which he is to take mechulkahs or obligations from all 
the chowkydars etc. not to take more under a severe penalty 
than what is mentioned in the dustick. Copys of these mechul- 
kahs under the Cauzee’s etc. seal are to be delivered to us. I 
likewise enclose a list of what his chowkys have exacted for 
some years past and what we are now to pay by which you’will 
observe the difference is 90 rupees per boat. Though the sum 
he demands is large, I am of opinion it will be well laid out, 
and of infinitely more service to our hon’ble masters than any 
money ever paid the government, or Hackembeg; in his dus- 
tick, our phermaund is confirmed which some years ago he 
ealled in question and 20,000 rupees was paid to silence him, 
without having the least acknowledgement in return; only a 
-common receipt for the money; this affair, if finished, will I 
flatter myself put the Company’s trade with regard to the 
chowkys on a firm and sure basis; validate and give strength 
to the other two perwannahs which if we had not before 
obtained without his knowledge, four times the sum now de- 
manded would not have been accepted of. Hackembeg being 
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7. The Eastcourt was dispatched to Fort St. George from 
Ingelie by Mr. Billers on the 13th January and the Duke of 
Dorsetl to Tellicherry by Mr. Thomas Coales on the 1st 
instant. 

8. By a pattamar from Fort St. George we received a letter 
from the President and Council there dated the 23rd Novem- 
ber advising us of their having completed the Hardwicke’s 
loading and dispatched her to Your Honours on the 28th 
October. 

8. Capt. Parson Fennel having requested 250 tons of salt- 
petre might be laden on the St. George we have ordered the 
Export Warehouse Keeper to comply therewith reserving to 
ourselves the power of turning what part of it we think fit 
into half freight. 

10. Enclosed in this packett we transmit Your Honours 
copys of the several letters and requests delivered in by the 
late Captain Robert Robinson, as well as one board [bond] 
executed by him for ten thousand Current Rupees advanced 
him on charterparty terms for the use and expenses of his 
ship. 

11. The ballance of our treasury being very low, we have 
addressed the Presidencys of Fort St. George and Bombay 
for as large remittances of treasure as they can possibly spare 
and have urged them to send us a consignment cff some money 
by the first conveyances that offer that we might have an 
opportunity of beginning our purchases of cloth early in the 
season, an advantage too apparent to be neglected. 

12. We have likewise desired your servants at thase Presi- 
dencys to acquaint us what quantitys of saltpetre they shall 
want from hence the ensuing season, that we may provide 
accordingly. 

13. The chief and second mate of the Denham being both 
dead we have complyed with Capt. Meard’s request for enter- 
taining Mr. Edmund Massey in quality of his chief officer as 
he bears a good character and has always behaved (during his 
residence here) soberly and quietly. He has accordingly been 
sworn to that station- 

14. By the London we transmitted Your Honours an 
account sale of your broad cloth, copper, lead, iron and steel 
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Prime Minister and favourite of his ^astert whom he may 
influence with regard to rendering those perwannahs useless, 
ought to be considered as a motive towards settling with him 
for his chowkys. If gentlemen, your opi^ons .coincide with 
mine, I beg you will return an answer as expeditiously as 
possible that I may write to the Board as I imagine the sooner . 
this affair is flnished the more advantageous it will be for our 
hbn’ble masters. 


I am with the greatest respect, 
Hon’ble Sir and Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant. 
Signed Wm. Watts. 


Cossimbuzar. 

December the 21sti 1755. 


Enclosure 2 

V/illiam Watts Esquire. 

Copy 

Sir, 

On due consideration which we have given to the purport 
of your favour, bearing date the 21st instant and to the translate 
of the dustick, which can be obtained from Heckembeg (as you 
wrote us) for the sum of ten or twelve thousand rupees, we arc 
in ourselves well satisfied, it would be money well bestowed, 
could we be firmly assured that his successor or successors in 
his place of government could not or would not attempt under 
pretext of renewing such dustick or otherwise to levy a contri- 
bution for a priviledge absolutely granted us by the royal 
phermaund of a free trade without any duty or charge whatso- 
ever though we are compelled by usuipers and through great 
inconveniences that attend the delay of the passage of our 
goods and boats to satisfye those arbingars at the several 
chowkeys and gauts. This is one material objection we have- 
to your further proceeding; another arises in the wording of the 
dustick where it mention “That Contrary to their ancient 
Custom, no new impositions be laid on their Goods”. We think 
it would have greater force and more according to the tenour 
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on the 15th November, but we omitted to inform you that 
finding no bidders for het red and popinjay ordinary broad 
cloth at the advance of 15 per cent we made use of the liberty 
given us to put them up for invoice price, when they sold for 
a small advance theredn; and as by that means we have dis- 
posed of almost all the goods in warehouse some of which had 
lain unsold for 4 or 5 years, we esteem it more for your advan- 
tage than to have kept them any longer in hopes of their 
selling at a higher advance. 

15. Capt. Forrester upon going away sent us a letter in 
relation to the deficiency of his copper from Madras, which 
turned out 45 maunds short in weight out of so small a quan- 
tity as 500 maunds, whereas what he received on board in 
Europe proved but 15 maunds deficient out of 6000. As he 
seems to apprehend this difference must be owing to some 
mistake at Madrass, we have wrote the gentlemen there con- 
cerning it, and have desired them to advise Your Honours, 
should it appear an error, that the Duke of Dorsett’s owners 
may be reimbursed the money Capt. Forrester has paid on that 
accoun^t. 

16. Some off the merchants who had tendered us the cossaes 

orrua, as mentioned in our Consultation of the [ ] having 

accepted of the price we offered, the E3q)ort Warehouse 
Keeper was directed to receive and pack them up for Europe. 

17. We have likewise purchased 150 maunds of tincal for 
Your Honours at 32 Rs. per maund part of which is forwarded 
by this ship and the remainder will be sent on the Denham. 

18. There being about 5,000 maund of Patna saltpetre 
offered us at 5-12 per maund ready money we have purchased 
it at that price pursuant to your directions for buying that 
article whenever to be procured upon reasonable terms. 

19. Since the departure of the London we have received 
the following quantities of cloth from the underwritten 
aurungs. 


Santipoor 3448 

Cottora 2180 

Keerpoy 247?. 

JSurron 5084 

Hurrypaul 3608 
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of the phirmaund that the phraise should run that contrary to 
grants obtained from the Mogul and expressed in our phirmaund 
impositions have been laid on our goods and carriages, which 
expression would more effectually validate our priviledges which 
that Prime Minister some time since called in question, like- 
wise free us from any further charge at the several gauts and 
chowkeys than what is paid by the manjees under the term 
cherakkee or for lights and which pay those masters of the 
boats reckon in the hire. 

If the duslick can be thus altered and you can be ascertained 
that the sum to be given will not be brought into a precedent 
we would have you address the Board 


We must further remark that if you can settle the dustick cm 
Uic above teims, it should be intimated (to obviate any further 
objection or dispute) that the ofTicers of all parties will have 
orders to submit to no detention cfr imposition, at any place, 
nor shall we hesitate clearing by force any boats that may here- 
after be impeded. 

The chowkeys depending on the Hughly phousdarry and 
pechowterah often give us much trouble as likewise several 
petty chowkeys which our boats are necessitated to pass in 
going to and coming from the adjacent aurungs. We shall 
therefore after publication of the Nabobs’ psrwannah embrace 
the first occation [sic] of chastising any insult that may be- 
offered to our boats with the Company’s dustick and we re- 
quest you will advise when these perwannahs should be pub- 
lished. These particulars should be explained to Huckumbeg 
as we shall expect and think ourselves entitled to his best as- 
sistance on any complaints made on this head after paying- 
him so hand-somely for enforcing a peremptory order from 
his master the Nabob. We are with respect. 


Sir, 

Your most obedient servants. 
Signed Roger Drake Junr. and C. Manningham> 

Fort William, 

7th December, 1755. 
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Donniacolly 

240! 

Hurrioil 

20053 

Mauldau 

20039 

Bnnoant 

!J«34 

BanwRorc 

24352 

GoolaRorc 

MU) 

Soonamokey 

2C40 

CalcuUa 

3880 

Elombuzar 

210 


82S96i 


and there are now in the way down to Calcutta 2605 pieces 
besides 17870 pieces lying ready at the several different 
aurungs. 

The gentlemen at Cossimbuzar having found their mer- 
chants for some years past very deficient in the quality as 
well as quantity of the bandannoes and choppas advised us in 
a letter of the 17lh December that they had employed gomas- 
tahs to buy up tlic cora cloth of which those articles were made 
in order to manufacture those piecegoods themselves which 
step we have approved of, as we are of opinion it will be a 
means of procuring them both better and cheaper. 

20. Your Honours will find entered after our Consultation 
of the 29th December, copy of a letter from Mr. Warren 
Hastings td the Chief and Council at Cossimbuzar informing 
them of his transactions at the putney aurungs and giving 
reasons for the present dearness of Novemberbund putney. 
We beg leave to be referred to that letter for particulars, and 
as we could not but imagine Your Honours would disapprove 
of providing the silk at so high a rate as the present price of 
putney would make it turn out, we dii-ected Mr. Watts and his 
Council to forbid Mr. Hastings purchasing more than just 
sufficient to inform us how it would turn out in winding off. 
But having since learnt- by private advices from China that the 
price of raw silk there was so high as to determine Your 
Honours’ Supra Cargoes at Canton to decline buying any this 
season, we were of opinion it would be more eligible to provide 
that commodity at Cossimbuzar even at the price it has risen 
to, than to hazard your being totally disappointed of it from 
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LJSTTEB TO OOU31T 
Enclosure No. 3 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, 


I received your favours of the 27th the 31st ultimo. Hackem* 
heg’s dustick is altered agreeable to your directions. I acquain- 
ted the vacqueel with the term you would have inserted of 
chergokee to be paid by the mangees, to which he replyed that 
cherackee was a term made use of at the Moormen’s durgahs or 
tombs; at the King’s chowkeys no such expression is used but 
it is customary for those that pay duty or shodarry likewise to 
pay something on account qf lights, oil, pen, ink and paper, but 
as we do not pay any duty we are of consequence free from the 
perquisites attending thereon; therefore the vacqueel thinks it 
much better to insett the word maungun, the signification of 
which is a free gift, or charity bestc/wed. We are likewise by 
our phirmaund exempted from paying on hired boats any kut 
currah, therefore the vacqueel says mentioning in the dustick 
that the mangys are to pay anything would be giving up that 
privilege, on which account'he says it is more advisable to men- 
tion that the chowkys are to take only so much from each boat 
by way of gift without mentioning mangees. 

Upon my making an objection to the vacqueel that I was 
apprehensive that Hackembeg’s successor might demand the 
same present for a renewal of the dustick to which he replyed 
that we had no reason tO be under any fears on that account, 
that this money would be paid and received privately, would 
be never entered into the pachowterah, or any other books and 
would never be brought as a precedent to demand the same 
sum in future. On the accomodating of this affair, I have 
assurances given me that Hackembeg will assist us all in his 
power to carry the perwannahs into execution to their full 
•extent and meaning. I am with the utmost deference, 

Hon’ble Sir and Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant. 
Signed Wm. Watts, 


Cossimbuzar, 
January 6th, 1756. 
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India, which might prejudice your sales at home; we have 
therefore directed Mr. Watts and his Council to permit 
Mr. Hastings to purchase the Novemberbund putney, but have 
ordered them likewise to advise us as soon as any parcels of 
putney come in at what rates they are bought, that v/e may 
countermand these directions should we find it grow too- 
extravagant; of which proceeding of ours we Hatter ourseives- 
Your Honours will approve. But if the step we have taken 
should not be agreeable we request the favour you will give 
us positive instructions what regard (if any) shall in future 
be paid to advices of this kind and how far it may influence- 
our conduct (if at all) in deviating from your orders contained, 
in the lists of investment. 

21. The gentlemen at Dacca having observed to us in a 
letter of the 26th November that they had sorted their dooreas- 
according to their stripes so as to make as great a variety as 
possible in each bale, which method occasioning a great dis- 
parity in value of the pieces in one and the same bale, we desire 
Your Honours will inform us if this method of sorting meets 
with your approbation. 

22. Messrs. Baillie and Playdell have transmitted us a 
sortment of baftaes 28 covid and 2B made in their own bounds 
which we forward by this ship for your inspection; and an 
those gentlemen seem to think the whole investment of that- 
factory might be made in the same manner, by renting the 
pergunnah of Luckipore and encouraging the weavers to settle 
there from the several adjacent aurungs, which they imagine- 
may be easily effected. Your Honours will be pleased to give 
us your directions thereon. The only objection which occurs 
to us of any weight in taking such a measure, is, the umbrage- 
it may give the neighbouring fowsdars and zemindars (who 
finding their revenues lessened by the weavers leaving the- 
towns in their jurisdiction) will no doubt make use of all their 
influence to embroil Your Honours’ affairs there and throw 
impediments in the way to prevent carrying into execution a- 
scheme which, if firmly established, would certainly be of 
great benefit to the Hon’ble Company. , 

23. We have been obliged to permit the gentlemen at Cos- 
simbuzar to pay Hukembeg the sum of SRs. 2300, account the 
purchasers of sugar, as he insisted on it in a peremptoiy man- 
ner and threatened a stoppage of our business in case of a. 
refusal. 
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Enclosure No. 4 

To the Hon’ble Roger Drake Esqre. 
and Charles Manningham Esqre. 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, 

Copy 

Since writing the foregoing, we have received the General 
Letter. I am in hopes your forbidding us to buy any more 
putney will lower the price of that article as I am informed 
the Guzarat merchants have done the same. 

Though I have wrote you that I have assurances of Hackem- 
beg’s assistance with regard to the carrying the perwannahs 
into execution, when the affair of his ghats is settled, yet 
Your Honour etc., must be sensible how little these people are 
to be depended on. I thought proper to make this remark 
lest by my possibly having expressed myself too strongly I 
should lead you into error. 


I am with the greatest respect 
Hon’ble Sir and Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant. 
Signed Wm. Watts. 


Cossimbuzar, 
January 6th, 1756. 


Dustores at the several gauts belonging to the putchetrah 


Aurungabaud^ 

What agreed to take — Rs. 

4 

now taken- 

-6 

Buragoziah® 

Ditto. 

I 

do. 

10 

Godagozy® 

Ditto. 

2 

do. 

7 

Moorachah* 

Ditto. 

3 

do. 

7 

Jullungey 

Ditto. 

3-10 

do. 

14 

Butsolah 

Ditto 

-6- 

do. 

14 

Siberampore 

Ditto. 

2 

do. 

13 

Lullydangah 

Ditto. 

I 

do. 

8 

Buxeypore® 

Ditto. 

I 

do. 

7 

Bawley 

Ditto. 

-8- 

do. 

7 

Termohunny® 

Ditto. 

•8- 

do. 

6 

Surdah’ 

Ditto. 

2 

do. 

lO 


125 D of A 
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24. In our letters under the established heads -we informed. 
Your Honoui-s of the pcrwannalis Mr. Watts and his Council 
had obtained from the Great and Chulah Nabobs forbidding, 
all impositions and unjust levys of money from boats and 
carriages belonging to the English; but as these perwannahs 
would avail but little unless the pachowterah drogah gave 
orders to the chowkeys under his jurisdiction to pay a punctual 
regard to them. Mr. Watts applied to that minister for such 
directions; but was answered that he farmed those chowkeys 
of llie Nabob at a great price and let them out again to others, 
who would not pay near so much for the farms of those 
chowkeys if he forbid them levying the customary payments 
from our boats as well as all others, by which means he should 
be a great sufferer; if we e.xpecled therefore his complyance- 
we must make him an equivalent for the loss he must sustain 
and Mr, Watts obscr\fcd that nothing loss than ten or twelve 
thousand rupees would prevail upon Huckembeg to issue out. 
such orders. 

25. On considering this affair we were of opinion the sum 
of ten or twelve thousand rupees would be well disposed of, 
could wo be sure the order Hukembeg promised would have 
the desired effect and that this present would not be made 
use of as a precedent and be demanded by his successors as a 
right, to which effect we wrote the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar.. 

26. By their reply to our letter we perceived very plainly 
that Huckembeg was endeavouring by some means or other 
to get a sum of money from us, and therefore we esteemed it 
a proper opportunity to settle this affair of the chokeys and as 
Hukembeg had given Mr. Watts the strongest assurances that 
he would see his orders strictly complied with, and that the 
money should not bo entered in the pachowterah’s books nor 
appear in any shape whatever to entitle his successors to demand 
it as a right, we have upon these considerations given the gentle* 
men at Cossimbuzar permission to accommodate this matter upon 
the best terms they can, but have at the same time directed 
them to acquaint Hukembeg that after procuring this order 
we should not on any account submit to any exactions or 
impositions whatever from the chokeys under his jurisdiction 
but should chastise them in the severest manner, upon any 
complaint of beats or carriages with English dusticks being, 
molested in their passage up and dovm the country. 
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Nazerpore 

What agreed to lakc- 

-Rs. I 

now taken— 7 

Custah 

Ditto. , 

-8- 

do. 5 

Achdunk 

Ditto. 

-8- 

do. 3 



Rs.23 

Rs. 1 13 


Enclosure No. 5 


Dustick to all rahdars, guzrbnas, chowkeydars, izardars etc. 
and to all the gotts, guzars within our districts as farr as the 
pechowterah of Moorshadavad extends. Be it known: That 
agreeable to the complaint made by the gcftnastahs of the 
English Company the Nabob granted them a perwarinah for 
all the ghats in the subahship of Bengal that contrary to their 
ancient customs no new impositions be laid on their goods by 
the rahdarrys etc., because they have a phirmaund from the 
King as also senauds of former Subahs exempting them from 
such impositions. For this reason I wrote that my pachow- 
terah ghats do 'not take more than what is now settled as 
particularised below. Take care they have no further cause of 
complaint. In this affair, be punctual and observant. 


Aurangabad 
Barrah Gurreah . 
Godah Gurry 
Moorchah 
Jellengy 
Butsallah . 
Sebsrampore 
Lully Dangah 
Buxypore . 

Ballu Bulrampore 

Turmohaunny 

Surda 

Nazarpore . 

Custeah 

AikdUnk 


4 

1 

A 

3 

3-10 

- 6 - 

2 
I 
T 

- 8 - 
- 8 - 
' 2 
I 

- 8 - 

- 8 * 
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27. 'That no occasion might be given to the country govern- 
ment to evade the force of these perwannahs by urging that 
our dusticks were abused and given to persons who had no 
right to them, and the King by that means defrauded of their 
proper revenues we have given the Register of Dusticks an 
order to keep a separate account of each covenanted servant’s 
name, who have dusticks granted them, to be laid before the 
Board every six moiiths and the respective persctos to make 
oath that they were on their own proper account or for goods 
consigned them from abroad, as Your Honours will observe at 
full by referring to our Consultation of the 18th January. 

28. Since closing our advices per London and Eastcourt, the 
Habob sent an asswar and some peons with a peremptory 
Derwannah to deliver up the effects of Connoy and Sutchee 
Cutmah or to send Bridjoo Cutmah un to Muxadavad to adjust 
the matter there. The President replied by the same asswar 
that this being our busy season we could not now examine the 
demand but that as soon as the ships were all dispatched for 
Europe, we would make a scrutiny into his claim, and give 
him all the satisfaction in our power. A few days after we 
were apprized by a letter from Mr. Watts and his Council, that 
"the asswars and peons upon their return to Muxadavad made 
complaints of their being dismissed from Calcutta without any 
answer to the perwannahs they had carried, which so exaspe- 
rated Hukembeg that he was going immediately to carry them 
to the Nabob, but had been prevailed on by his Duan to wait 
a few days, till he had informed the English Chief and received 
his answer; Mr. Watts had engaged him to waite 5 or 6 days 
longer before he acquainted the Nabob, that he might write 
to us and receive our orders. 

29. As the secreting of our answers by the asswar convin- 
ced us that the Nabob knew nothing of the affair, we wrote 
Mr. Watts and his Council that we were satisfied some heads 
at the Durbar were employed to give us trouble on this occa- 
sion without the Nabob’s knowledge; we transmitted them 
copys of what the President had written by the asswar to be 
laid before the Nabob and directed them to find out if possible 
■the instigators of these practices and endeavour to put an 
effectual stop to them. 

30. on the 11th instant the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar •wrote 
•as that Mr. Watts had sent the copys of the President’s arassdass 
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To the Hon’ble Roger Drake Esqre- and Chas. Manningham Esqre. 

.An estimate of. the charge to execute Colonell Scott^s scheme 
of inclosing the bounds of Calcutta. 

One thousand cubical feet of earth costs at a medium 14 annaes 
•to digg and remove. The ditch is 36 feet over and twelve deep 
with a slope equal to the depthj so that a yard of the ditch ^ in length 
contains 864 cubical feet and one hundred yards contains 86400 
•cubical feet which will cost at the above rate 75 rupees 9 annaes but 
to avoid fractions in the following calculation 100 yar^ in length is 
•estimated at 76 rupees. 

Expence of digging the ditch from the Yards Rs. 
river at Govinpore to the cross roads 
near Mr. Fraakland’s garden estimated 
at three fourths of the expence of digging 


a new ditch ..... 

2710 

1545 

From Mr. Frankland’s garden to the end 
of the old ditch near the late Mr. Coale’s 
garden to be new dug 

1200 

912 

From the end of the old ditch to the north 
east comor of Meter’s garden at half the 
expence of new work .... 

5280 

4088 

On the north side of Meter’s garden to be 
new dug. From thence to Cow Cross 
bridge at half the expence of new work. 

VO 

256 

From Cow Cross bridge to Bogbuzar at 
three fourths of the expence of new work 

1345 

1022 

Ten old earthen redoubts 40 yds. extra- 
ordinary work in each . . . 

400 

304 

Eight new earthen redoubts 100 yards each 

800 

608 

Total length to be dug and the expence of 
earth work 

12860 

9001 

"Wooden barriers or gates for 18 earthen 
redoubts . . 50 Rs.. each . 

• • 

900 

Houses and grounds to be purchased in 
several places estimated by Mr. Holwall at 

• • 

2000 

Twelve drains of maspnry. to be made thro’ 
the masonry in several places (50 f) 


600 



23 FEBRUABY 1766 


989= 

to the Durbar and was promised an answer, that th^ 
vacqueel assured them in case this matter was not soon, 
accomodated it would occasion a stoppage of our business, and 
that it was easy to observe Hookembeg, his son and his Duaa 
were the instigators of this affair; by the same cossid we 
received a letter frdm them with the Nabob’s answer wherein 
he peremptorily insists on the restitution of the effects of 
Sutchee and Connoy Cutmahs without further delay or 
excuse. 

31. To this we have replyed that we cannot think of sub- 
mitting to a demand of so unprecedented a nature which if 
Once admitted might subject Your Honours to being perpetu- 
ally harassed and troubled on the same pretence, which kind, 
of claim to the propertys of our tenants the government would, 
always have in their power to lay against those who are 
esteemed the most wealthy, that we should therefore e3q)ect 
they as our Chief and Council will exert themselves in clear- 
ing us from so unreasonable a demand and which we are- 
determined not to submit to. 

32. On considering the purport of their letters it appeared 
very evident to us that the Nabob was ignorant of these pro- 
ceedings, for which reason we have directed the gentlemen at 
Cossimbuzar to apply for a private audience of the Nabob 
(in case their vacqueel cannot by his own representations get. 
the affair dr opt) and that Messrs. Jenks and Hastings should 
attend the Durbar upon this occasion with their own vacqueel, 
who must in the presence of those gentlemen acquaint the- 
Nabob in the warmest terms what methods have been used to 
embroil us upon every trifling pretence and particularly this 
of the Cutmahs which we esteem very tmjustiflable, that we- 
cannot- think of subjecting our flag and protection to so much 
contempt as to abandon our tenants and inhabitants and permit 
their estates and properties tof be seized and plundered to- 
satisfy the avarice of his rapacious ministers and that in case- 
this demand is not laid aside we shall be under a necessity 
to withdraw their factory and take proper measures to secure- 
our employers from these impositions. 

33. We have recommended to Mr. Watts and his Council 
to act in this affair with spirit and prosecute with vigdur our 
directions when we make no doubt we shall be freed from, 
these embarassments in future and Hukembeg will find himself 
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The expence of the wood work of one draw 
bridge will be nearly as follows 


Teak plank 16 C ii Rs. each 


Knees 8 C 3 Rs. each 

•1] 

Beams 10 C 12 Rs. each . 

120 

Sundry plank 5 C 3 Rs. each 

15 

Small knees 40 C 3 Rs. . 

120 

Beams 8 C 8 Rs. each . . 

64 

Iron 5 mds. wrought C 16 
per md. . 

80 

Brasswork for pullys i md 
worked . 

75 

Lead for the counter-poise 

25 md. 

243-12 

Total for one bridge 

917-12 


Forty eight cubical feet of masonry costs at 
a me^um eight rupees. In one draw 
bridge there is 5992 cubical feet of brick 
work, this divided by 48 gives 126 which 
multiplyed by 8 gives 1008 Rs. for the 
brick work of one draw bridge. 


There will be six draw bridges wanted be- 
side those at Baagbuzar and Gobinpore. 
The brick work of 6 draw bridges C 
1008 Rs. each is 

6048 

The wood, iron and work of6 do 917 Rs, 

12 as. each is • • • •! • 

The expences at a redoubt at Baagbuzar to 
January ist't756 have been as follows : — 

5506 Ii 55 t 

Materials furnished by Col. 

Scott and monthly ac- 
counts. 

8939-12-9 

Materials etc. furnished by 
the Buxey . 

14145-2-3 

Total expence to January isf 

1756 .... 

23084-15 
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•disappointed of the lucrative ends he proposes to himself in 
•this transaetion. 

34. When Your Honours duely weigh the inconveniences 
that would attend an easy compliance with a demand of so 
<iangerous a nature and. what ill consequences may arrive to 
this settlement from it, by opening a door to perpetual claims 
of the same kind, we flatter ourselves you will approve of the 
resolution we have taken to submit rather to a stoppage of our 
business than suffer the protection of our flagg to grow con- 
temptible by becoming merely nominal and of no use to those 
•who have fixed their residence under it 

35. We promised Your Honours in our letter of the 8th 
December to give our sentiments concerning the re-settling of 
Patna factory, in consequence of which the President and 
Mr. Frankland undertook to extract from the book of that 
factory the gains and losses for the space of the 12 last years 
before it was withdrawn, which they have accordingly lain 
before us and copys of their extracts we transmit in the box 
of books by this ship for your observation. It appears from 
thence and from the subsequent statements drawn from them 
by Mr. Pearkes, that the Hon’ble Company have been consi- 
derable sufferers by withdrawing their factory at Patna, and 
that the same being resettled on a footing of oeconomy must 
he very beneficial to their affairs at this Presidency; some 
things it will however be necessary to adjust previously to the 
re-establishing the factory in order to make it prove an advan- 
tage; the first is, the setting the petre assamys’ accounts at 
present disputed; and as most of those people or their descen- 
dants are dead or in an insolvent way, we conceive the most 
elegible method to obviate the difficultys those assammys may 
throw in our way would be to attack them first by a regular 
complaint at the Durbar against them for their balances as 
they stand upon the Company’s books, which we imagine 
would produce the compromise of general releases on both 
sides — the utmost which in our opinion should be aimed at. The 
next thing requisite to be adjusted before the resettling of 
the factory is the Durbar charges to be paid there, which we 
are of opinion should be fixed and the sum to be paid ex- 
pressly agreed on between us and the government at Muxad- 
.avad as well as way charges to the several chowkeys when 
'Our fleets and boats go up or come down. But as the advant- 
•age of re-establishing that factory will depend greatly on the 
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LETTER DATED 15 FEBRUARY 1754 

Shipping news — His Majesty’s troops sent for service on the 
Coromandel Coast — orders to provide tonnage for all ships of 
the season. 

O UR President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. The commanders of the ships Denham, York and Norfolk 
received their dispatches on the 24th of Jany, but the Lords of 
the Admiralty having issued out press warrants for manning 
the squadron proceeding to the East Indies, many of the sailors 
left the said three ships which occasioned some loss of time 
before they could be remanned. However they are now pro- 
secuting the voyage and they will sail from the Downes with 
the first fair wind. 

2. The Anson not getting to Gravesend so soon as the 
Denham, York and Norfolk, she could not be dispatched with 
them as was at first intended, but being now under her dis- 
patches it affords us the opportunity of transmitting this further 
letter. 

3. You were acquainted in our former letters that wee had 
stationed the ships Warren, Kent, London and Britannia for 
Bombay, but as it was necessary to get three ships immediately 
ready to be employed in transporting some of the troops His 
Majesty has been pleased to grant for our service on the coast 
of Choromandel, wee altered the destination of the three last 
named viz., the Kent, London and Britannia from Bombay to 
Fort St. George to be employed as transports accordingly, 
and therefore you are to look upon them as Coast and Bay 
ships. They will be ready to sail out of the Downes the first 
week in March. 

4. In lieu of the said three ships wee have taken up for 
Bombay the Prince Henry. Capt. Thomas Best commander, the 
Shaftsbmy, Capt. William Bookey, and the Warwick, Capt. 
Nicholas Webb, each of them being of the burthen of 499 tons 
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which with the Warren, Capt. Alphonsus Glover, are the four 
ships for the Bombay station. The Warren and Shaftsbury will 
be dispatched about the 21st of March and the other two ships 
the beginning of April. ' 

5. The Kent, London and Britannia carry whole kintladge in 
iron viz., sixteen tons for every one hundred tons each ship is 
let for, which wee mention to prevent any mistakes in calculat 
ing their tonnage as no other of the Coast and Bay ships this 
season have any iron kintladge. The four Bombay ships viz., 
the Warren, Prince Henry, Shaftsbury and Warwick carry half 
kintladge in iron. 

6. But be careful to look into every ship’s charterparty, and 
wherever you find iron kintladge stipulated for, observe it is to 
be. reckoned into the charterparty tonnage for so many tons 
of goods as there are tons of iron kintladge mentioned therein, 
agreeable to the notifications you have already had from us. 

7. Wee shall order the Warren one of the Bombay ships to 
proceed first to Fort St. George to accommodate with a passage 
Lieut. Col. Alexander Heron whom wee have appointed our 
Major and 3rd of Council and Mr, Robert Orme^ seventh of Coun- 
cil at that settlement. After landing them she will make the best 
of her way to Bombay, 


8. As the beforementioned three ships Kent. London and 
Britannia are an unexpected and additional tonnage to be pro- 
vided for by you and oxir servants at Fort St. George, wee give 
you this previous notice that you may turn it in your thoughts 
how to dispose of them in the best manner. Wee shall choose 
to have them all (as well as the other ships of the season! re- 
turned to us the same season they arrive with the investments 
of the two Presidencys but if that is not practicable, wee would 
have them employed on freight voyages or in any other manner 
so as they may earn their demorage at least, until they can be 
sent home the following season, but as it may not be possible 
to dispatch them home the same season or employ them until 
the next as beforementioned, wee have acquainted the President 
and Council of Fort St. George that wee would have one or 
not exceeding two of the said three ships that can be first got 
ready sent to Canton on our account, provided they arrive at 
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present vslue of the Patna investment at Patna and we have 
mot had time sufficient to inform ourselves of this very needful! 
piece of knowledge we cannot give our final judgement upon 
"this affair now; more especially as the prices of those commo- 
•dities (when we are favoured with Your Honour’s reply to this 
address) may vary considerably from what they are at present, 
.so that an exact knowledge of the Patna market will (we 
.apprehend) with more propriety and use be taken into consi- 
deration sometime before the period in which we may expect 
Your Honours’ orders will arrive, for should the investment of 
that factory be procurable at the former prices, as set forth in 
the statements laid before us or even at some small advance on 
those pric.es, the extraordinary benefit arising to the Company 
from re-establishing the factory would not bear a dispute. The 
last consideration is the vend of our woolen goods and copper 
-etc, and how the sale of those articles will be affected by this 
•step; for by the several statements laid before us it does not 
appear that Your Honours have been much benefited in point 
•of profit by the sales of those articles at Patna which in the 
•general seem to have been infiuenced by the current prices 
here, but as a larger vend seems to be a chief consideration 
'With Your Honours, more especially regarding woollen goods, we 
are of opinion your intention in this particular will be a great 
•deal promoted by resettling Patna factory. We submit the 
wnole to Your Honours’ consideration and shall follow such 
•directions as you are pleased to transmit us upon this, subject. 

36. The Hon’ble’ Company’s house near the factory being 
in a weak condition we have ordered the Buxey to strengthen 
it by building a verandah round it. 

37. Your Honours will observe by the face of our Consulta- 
tions of the 5th January Mr. Holwell moved the Board to come 
to a determination touching the duty of 5 per cent ordered to 
be levied on the sale of Europeans’ houses. We accordihgly 
took that affair under consideration and fudging from infor- 
mation and the particular instance of Capt. John Durand that 
there would be much trouble and perplexity in collecting this 
'duty, and that few, if any body, will submit to it without a 
’litigation, we agreed to postpone the collecting of it on Euro- 
•peans till your further pleasure was known, which steps we 
hope will not be disapproved of; and as the order has occasioned 
jan universal clamour and is esteemed a very burthensome^di^ 
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Facsimile o£ the letter on the opposite pa^e 
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we beg leave to recommend it to Your Honours as more eligible- 
to relinquish it. 

38. As Your Honours seem to approve of Colonel Scott’s 
plan for enclosing the Company’s bounds by a fosse and 
redoubts erected at proper distances, Mr. Simpson our En- 
gineer was ordered to make an estimate of the sum of money 
it would cost to execute the said plan; upon his estimate being, 
laid before us it appeared to us greatly to exceed what the 
Colonel or Your Honours imagined it would amount to; we 
have therefore deferred, can-ying the said plan further into 
execution till we receive your orders. 

39. We have directed our Chiefs and Ccomcil at Cossim- 
buzar and Dacca to constitute a standing committee of 
accounts at their respective factorys agreeable to your 
instructions. 

40. The Committee of Supervisors address Your Honours 
by this ship. Their letter is in the packett under its proper 
number. 

41. Lieutenants John Harding and Gecyrge Male have 
departed this life. 

42. We are now to advise of the several sums for which we 
have granted bills of exchange at 2-3 each payable at 90 days 
after sight, the respective amounts being first accounted in 
Your Honours’ treasury. 

On the 12th Feby. to George Minchin 
Esqr. for Current Rupees eleven 
thousand five hundred fifty five, nine 
annaes (11555-9-0) payable to 
Messrs. Arthur Colley and John 
Barton is 

On the 19th dtf. to John Z. Holwell Esqr. 

Current Rupees one hundred eight 
(108) payable to Mr. John Smith is 

On the 19th Feby. to Jno. Zephaniah 
Holwell Esqr. account Nathaniel 
Wilson for CRS. two hundred twenty 
five, eight annaes and nine pice 
(225-8-9) payable to Jno. Sewell 
Esqr. is £Str. 25-7-6“. 


£Str. 1300. 

£Str. 12-3. 
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On do., to do. do. account Margaret 
Warwick for CRS. ninety eight, 
thirteen annaes and six pice (98-13-6) 
payable td William Cooke is 

On do. to William Rider account Samuel 
Waller for CRS. eight hundred eighty 
eight, fourteen annaes, three pice 
(888-14-3) payable to Charles Waller 
Esqr. is 

On do. to William Lyndsay for CRS. 
eight hundred (800) payable to the 
Hon’ble William Murray Esqr. His 
Majesty’s Attorney General is 

On do. to Roger Drake Junr. Esqr. for 
CRS. fourteen hundred twenty two., 
three annaes, six pice (1422-3-6) pay- 
able td Mr. Robert Goodere is 

On do. to John Cotesworth for CRS. two 
hundred twenty two, three annaes, 
six pice (222-3-6) payable to 
Mr. George Wilson Cooper on Wapp- 
ing WaU is 

On do. to Mr. Archibald Campbell for 
C.R.S- eight hundred eighty eight, 
fourteen annaes, six pice (888-14-6) 
payable to Mr. Daniel CampbeU 
is 

On do. to Charles Manningham Esqr. 
for CRS six hundred eleven, fifteen 
annaes, six pice (611-15-6) payable to 
Mr. George Heath is 

On do. to Mr. Thomas Holme for CRS. 
four hundred forty four, seven annaes 
• (444-7) payable to Sir Wm. Russell 
Barrt. is 

On 23 do. to Charles Man n i n gham Esqr. 
for CRS. three thousand five hundred 
fifty five, nine annas payable to 
■ Thomas Manningham Esqr. is ' 

D. of A. 


£Str. 11-2-4. \ 


£Str. 100. 


£Str. 90. 


£Str. 160. 


£Str. 25. 


£Str. 100. 


£Str. 68-15-6. 


£Str. 50. 


£Str, 400. 
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The side toward the river of Colonel Scot’s plan is much 
•too long, being 514 yards from point to point, so that the faces 
•of the bastions are out of the reach of musket shot from the 
opposite flanks, there being 410 yards from the flank of one 
bastion to the shoulder of the other, and 462 yards from flanir 
to point. 

The gun wharf or low battery on the river side, which is 
not flanked by any fire from the fort, is proposed to be left in 
its present situation, and as its wall projects forward from 
the angle of the shoulder of the northwest bastion towards 
the river it prevents the face of that bastion from being flanked. 
Neither is the face of the southwest bastion toward the river 
flanked, the line of its face running with outside the opposite 
flank. 

The north curtain being bent in the middle is flanked only 
at its angle, so that the flanks of the adjoining bastions are no 
defence to one another, nor to any of the lower part of the 
%vall of the curtain, the middle excepted. 

The whole fort when finished will be a narrow slip on the 
side of the river, and in oi-der to build it, the whole north side 
of the factory, which contains the apartments for most of the 
young gentlemen in the Company’s service, the magazine for 
arms and military stores, the shop for medicine, smith’s shop 
etc. must be pulled down immediately, as also the church 
and hospital. As all these buildings are in constant use they 
cannot be well spared and it would be difficult to supply their 
place immediately. 

It may then be questioned whether it would not -be more 
adviseable to save most of these buildings, and to erect a square 
fort as by the accompanying plan, which runs from the north 
side of the present fort r^und the church through the tank, 
toward the horse stable and thence down to the water side 
between Mr. Amiot’s house and that of the Company’s. 

This would be a compact regular fort, containing as -much 
space as that of Colonel Scott has, all its bastions well flanked 
•and the river sufficiently commanded by the low tenailles and 
advanced battery on the river side whose platform is on a 
level with the highwater mark; its ditch may be made of the 
•same dimensions and redouts in the re-entering angles ^-bf the 
• covered way constructed as those of Colonel 'Scott-s plan. 
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On do. to do. for CRS. twelve hundred 
thirty one, three annaes, three pice 
(1231-3-3) payable to Wm. Davis 
Esqr. is £Str. 138-10-3. 

On the 23rd Feby. to Messrs. Manningham 
and Frankland for CRS. two 
thousand seven hundred eight, 
twelve annaes, nine pice (2708-12-9) 
payable to William Wogan is £Str. 304-14-9 

On do. to dtf. do. for CRS. twenty eight 
thousand five hundred twelve, ten 
annaes (28512-10) payable to Mrs. Ann 
Burrow is £Str. 3207-13-4 

On do. to do, do. for CRS. fifteen hundred 
fifty seven, five annaes, three pice 
(1557-5-3) payable to Mr. Robert 
Goodere is £Str. 173-5-11. 

On do. to do. do. for CRS. seven hundred 
seven, nine annaes (707-9) payable 
to John Henry Mertins is £Str. 79-12. 

On do. to do. for CRS. two thousand 
seven hundred twenty three, twelve 
annaes (2723-12-0) payable to Corne- 
lius Goodwin Esqr. is £Str. 306-8-5. 

On do. to do, do. for CRS, four thousand 
one hundred fifty three, ten annaes 
(4153-10-0) payable to Messrs. Thos. 

Grendon and Wm. Fergusan is £Str. 467-5-8. 

On do. to Roger Drake Junr. Esqr. for 
CRS. five thousand three hundred 
thirty three, five annaes (5333-5-0) 
payable to Roger Drake Esqr. is £Str. 600 

On do. to Mr. Stair Dalrymple for CRS. five 
thousand five himdred ninety one, 
two annaes, six pice (5591-2-6) payable 
to Mr. Thomas Jones is £Str. 629. 
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excepting on the north side where it will be better to save> 
Mr. Eyre’s house by inclosing it in a large redout as by the- 
plan. 

The houses to be pulled down by each plan allowing sixty 
yards on the outside of the line wall with a rough estimate of 
their values, or the expense of raising buildings equivalent to* 
them is as follows. 

Houses destroyed hy Colonel Scott^s plan 

CRs. 

The north part of the fort to raise buildings 


equivalent or to answer the same uses 50000^ 

The church to build another 17000 

Horse stables 1500* 

Captain Fenwick's house 3000* 

Captain Clayton’s house 7000 

Hospital 15000* 

House possessed by Mrs. McGuire 7000' 

Godowns at the dockhead and Mr. Amiot’s 6000 

Godowns of the Company’s house ,1000’ 

Seats’ old houses 6000 


113500 

If the rampart is likewise continued at the back of the Com- 
pany’s house that must come down, but as it may be dis-- 
continued as ac the northside of the factory house I shall leave 
it out. 

Houses destroyed by the square allowing the same area of 60' 


yards without the wall 

Mr. Cruttenden’s house 12000' 

Lower roomed house to the north of Mr. Eyre’s 31 00 ■ 

House lately possessed by Mr. Cook belonging to 
Omichund 7000 * 

House lately repaired of Omichund 10000 

•Mr. Coale’s house 10000;' 
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•On do. to Mb’. Thomas Blaney for CRS. six 
hundred twenty two, three annaes, 
six pice (622-3-6) payable to 
Mr. William Alexander is £Str. 70. 

On do. to Mr. Geofrey Jones account the 
estate of Mr. John Ellice deceased late 
chief mate of the Denham for CRS 
eight hundred eighty eight, fourteen 
annaes, three pice (888-14-3) payable to 
Mr. Geoffrey Jones is £Str. 100. 

On do. to Roger Drake Junr. Esqr. account 
Paul Phillip Polier for CRS. three 
thousand five hundred fifty five, nine 
annaes (3555-9-0) payable to Messrs. 

Stephen and Lewis Teissieur is £Str. 400. 

On 23rd Febry. to Mr. Thomas Purnell for 
CRS. thirteen thousand three hundred 
thiry three, five annaes, six pice 
(13333-5-6) payable to Mr. Thomas 
Purnell is £Str. 1500 

On 19th do. to J. Z. Holwell Esqr. for CRS. 
four thousand four hundred forty four, 
seven annaes, three pice (4444-7-3) 
payable to Charles Raymond and 
Thomas Fenwick Esqr. is £Str. 500. 

On do. to do. for CRS. two thousand 
seventeen, nine annaes, six pice 
(2017-9-6) payable to William Davis 
and Mr. Peter Taylor is • £Str. 226-19-7. 

On 23rd do. to William Mackett Esqr. 
account the estate of Hugh Elphinson 
deceased for CRS. five hundred eighty, 
eleven annaes payable to Mrs. Ann 
Elphinson is £Str. 65-6-6. 

On do. to Messrs. Becher and Holwell 
account Nathaniel Jacobs for CRS 
six hundred sixty (660) payable to 
Nathl. Jacobs is £Str. 74-5. 
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Mr. Valycourt’s 8000- 

Mr. Amiot’s 10000’ 

Godowns of the Company’s house 2000- 

Part of the north east corner of the fort 16000-- 

Mr. Eyre’s house, brought but not pulled down, may 
be surrounded by the redoubt and be a usefull 
place for lodging etc 12000- 

90000- 


Before the buUdings of the Colonel’s plan can be carryed on 
there must be pulled .down immediately all the northside of the- 
factory, the church, hospital, godowns of Mrs. McGuire’s house, 
the dockyard and godowns of the Company’s house, whereas im 
order to go on with buildings the square, nothing needs to be 
pulled down but the outhouse at the Company’s house, and a. 
small part of the north-east corner of the present fort. 

If the line wall, ditch and redouts were finished, the parts of' 
the glacis which interfere with the neighbouring house may be 
left till the appearance of a siege makes it absolutely necessary 
to clear all away and then the glacis may be made in the same- 
time the houses are pulled down. 

This fort would require fewer men to defend it, in the pro- 
portion of five to four. 

The flanks toward the landside may be arched, so as to afford 
room for two casemated guns in each flank and likewise suffi- 
cient room to hold all the garrison and people off duty, secure - 
from shells in case of a siege. 

The flanks toward the river are made circular, as by that 
figure they afford somewhat more room, and flank the lower- 
advanced battery better. 

The flanks toward the landside are made somewhat shorter- 
than they commonly are in a fort of this size, in order to save- 
room, but as they are sufficiently long to hold five guns each on 
a line, it is presumed they will be found to be long enough for 
their use. 

As the walls must be founded nearly as deep as the bottom off 
great tank all round, the building through it need be nc great- 
objection. 



P95 jjEtter to cpxnn? 

On 19 do. to Messrs. Manningham and 
Frankland being the nett proceeds 
of one chest of corail beads marked 
[symbol] No. (imported per Duke of 
Dorsett, Bemd Forrester) for CRS 
sixteen thousand eight hundred 
ninety three, fifteen annaes (16893-15) 
payable to Mr. Richard Barwell is £Str. 1900-11-1> 

On do. to Roger Drake Junr, and Charles 
Manningham Esqrs; being the nett 
proceeds of one chest of coral beads 
marked B No. 4 imported per do. for 
CRS. eight thousand one hundred 
thirty two, three annaes, nine pice 
(8132-3-9) payable to Messrs. Abraham 
and Jacob Franco is £Str. 914-17-fi- 

On 23rd do. to do. account Thomas Godfrey 
Esqr. being the produce of one chest 
of coral marked A. B. No. 1 imported 
per ship Norfolk for CRS. fourteen 
thousand six hundred ninety two, 
thirteen annaes payable to Thomas 
Godfrey Esqr- is £Str. 1652-18-10- 

On 19th do. to do. being in part returns 
of one chest of coral beads marked 
[symbol] No. 3 imported per ship 
Eastcourt for CRS, nine thousand 
one hundred twenty two, one annae 
(9122-1) payable to Thomas Godfrey 
Esqr. £Str. 1026-4-7- 

On 19th Feby. to Roger Drake Junr. Esqr. 
for CRS. nine hundred ninety, twelve 
annaes, six pice (990-12-6) payable to 
William Barwell Esqr. is £Str. 111-9-3- 

On do. to Messrs. Manningham and Frank 
land for CRS. fifteen thousand three 
hundred forty one, eleven annaes and ' 
three pice (15341-11-3) payable to 
Adam Dawson Esqr. is £Str. 1726-18-10^ 
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On the 4th do. to John Zephaniah Holwell 
Esqr. account William Baillie Esqr. 
for CRs. four hundred forty four, seven 
annaes (444-7) payable to Robert 
Baillie Esqr. is £Str. 50. 

On do. do. to Charles Manningham Esqr. 
for CRs. one hundred seventy seven, 
twelve annaes, six pice (177-12-6) 
payable to Charles Manningham Esqr. 
is £Str. 20. 

On do. do. to Roger Drake and’ Chas. 

Manningham Esqr. (in part proceeds 

of one chest of coral beads marked 

[symbol] No. 1 imported per Duke 

of Dorsett. Capt. Forrester) for CRs., 

four thousand six hundred fifty' eight, 

one annse (4658-1) payable to Thomas 

Godfrey Esqr. is £Str, 524-0-7. 

On do. do. to Mr. David Rannie for CRs. 
eight hundred eighty eight, fourteen 
annaes, three pice (888-14-3) payable 
to Mr. James Rannie is £Str. 100. 

On do. to Mr. Anselm Beaumont for CRs. 
two thousand eight hundred (2800) 
payable to Mr. Richard Gamon is £Str. 315. 

8. The whole amount of bills of exchange is CRs. twelve 
thousand nine hundred three, thirteen annaes (12903-13) 
or £Str. 1429-3-6. 

9. Mr. Holwell on the 1st instant having made in minute in 

relation to establishing a Residency at Agra subordinate to the 
•Chief and Council at Patna (in case that factory is resettled 
Tay Your Honours) and made a motion to send some small 
■adventures of your staples to the inland marts under the con- 
:duct and management of our junior, servants, we have enclosed 
•copy of that minute in our packett by this ship and shall give 
you our sentiments upon the latter part by our advices of next v 
■season; , ■ 
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On 23rd do. to William Mackett Esqr. for 
CRS. two thousand three hundred 
thirty, eleven annaes, nine pice .. 

(2330-11-9) payable to Elizabeth 

Samson is £Str. 262-4-1. 

On do. to do. for CRS. eleven hundred 
fifty five, nine annaes (1155-9) payable 
to Charles Browne is £Str. 130, 

On do. to William Fullerton for CRS. 
two thousand (2000) payable to 
Mr. William Watts is £Str. 225. 

On do. to do. for CRS. three thousand six 
hundred seventy four, nine annaes, 
six pice (3674-9-6) payable to 
Mr. William Harwell is £Str. 413-7-10. 

On do. to Peter Amyatt account 
Mr. Stanlake Batson for CRS. four 
hundred fourty four, seven annaes 
(444-7-0) payable to Mr. [sic] 

Margaret Batson is £Str. 56. 

On do. to do. account Miss Ann Amyatt for 
CRS. four hundred forty four, seven 
annaes (444-7-0) payable to William 
Allix Esqre is £Str. 50. 

On do. to Mr. Andrew Ross bemg the 
produce of two boxes of amber beads 
marked [symbol] SS No. 1 and 2 
imported per ship York for CRS two 
thousand fiye hundred thirty, fourteen 
annaes, six pice (2530-14-6) payable 
to Messrs. Isaac and Samuel SoUey 
is £Str. 284-14--6. 

On do. to William Fullerton for CRS. four 
thousand five hundred (4500), pay- 
abl^e to Messrs. Gostling and Bannet 
is 


£Str. 506, 
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10. We have laden on this ship sundry goods and merchan- 
•dize as per invoice and bill of lading enclosed amounting to 
CRs. 954500. 

11. We have likewise laden on her simdry stores for your 
island of St. Helena amounting to CRs. 754-6-9. 

12. We wish her a safe and speedy passage and are with 
Ihe greatest respect. 

May it please Your Honours 

Your most faithfull and most obedient humble servants, 
■Roger Drake Junr./C. Manningham/Paul Richard Pearkes/ 
W. Fr«nkland/W. Mackett/Edward Eyre. 

Fort William, 

4th March, 1756. 

P. S. Capt. George Meard having refused to make good the 
•deficiency of copper received by the Denham we have ncrt 
-delivered up his bill of lading and must leave it to be adjusted 
by Your Honours. 

(Ref. Copies of records obtained from India Office, Letters 
to Court, Vol. 4, 1755—57, pp, 176—80. 
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LETTER DATED 16 JULY 1756 

Causes for the loss of Fort William — the NawaVs orders 
■calling on the Council to level down their new works of forti- 
fication — the Chief of Kasimbazar forced to sign a muchalka — 
desertion of Governor Drake and others and surrender of Fort 
William — imprisonment of soldiers and deaths by suffocation. 

'J’O the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the 
United Company of Merchants of England Trading to 
the East Indies. 


May it please Your Honours 

[1.] It is with the utmost concern we now inform you that Fort 
■William was taken the 20th 'of . June by the Nabob of Bengal, 
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On da to Mr. Edmund Massey for CRS. 
four thousand three hundred twenty 
(4320) payable to Thomas Phipp Esqr. 
is 

On do. to William Nixon for CRS. four 
hundred forty four, seven annaes 
(444-7-0) payable to Crommelin Pigdu 
is 

On do. to William Nixon for CRS. four 
red (600) payable to Geo. Barnes Esqr. 
account Miles Bame is 

On do. to Paul Richd. Pearkes Esqr. for 
CRS. three hundred eighty four (384) 
payable to Mrs. Adriana Cecilia 
Pearkes is 

On do. to Henry Kelsall account Peter 
Lacelles, Dewar and Pye for CRS. 
two thousand two hundred thirty 
seven (2237) payable to Daniel Lascel- 
les Esqr. is £Str, 251-13-3.. 

43. The whole amount of bills of exchange by this ship is. 
CRS. one hundred eighty nine thousand six hundred eighty 
three, fourteen annaes, six pice (189683-14-6) or £Str. 21339-5-9.. 

44. We have likewise granted a sett of certificates of the- 
same tenor and date to Capt. David Rannie account the estate- 
Of Capt. Robert Robinson deceased for CRS. fifty six thou- 
sand (56000). 

45. By our Consultations of the 9th instant you will observe* 
Capt. Buchanan .sent in a letter to the Board offering to make 
the gun powder on the Company’s account which by his 

' estimate would not turn out, all charges included, for the- 
musqueel and canon, above 10 rupees per maund upon an 
average. This being more reasonable than what Capt.- 
Witherington Offered to supply it for, and in our opinion the 
securest method for having the powder of a good quality, we* 
have agreed to purchase the mills erected by the late colonel’l 


£Str. 48&.. 


£Str. 50.. 


£Str. 67-10.. 


£Str. 43-4., 
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grandson of Allwerdicawn who died last April. The first rise 
of these troubles are as follows. 

[2.] Sometime after his coming to the government he sent one- 
Narran Singh, brother to Rogeram who is Nabob of Cuttack 
and Commander of the Spys (which in this country is a 
considerable post), to Calcutta where he arrived privately and 
in disguise with a letter from the Nabob to the Governor*,, 
which the Govemour did not think proper to receive as it was 
presented in such a way, but turned Narran Sing with disgrace- 
out of the place. The Chief of Cossimbu7,av being apprehen- 
sive that this might occasion some trouble wrote to the 
Durbar officers to prevent any complaint being made to the 
Nabob and the affair was seemingly hushed up, but few days 
were elapsed when he sent for our vacqueel and told him he- 
heard they were making fortifications and digging a ditch round 
Calcutta and insisted that we should level our new works and 
fill up the ditch. Upon the vacqueel returning from the Dur- 
bar and acquainting the Chief with what the Nabob said he- 
wrote to him that he had not heard of any new fortifications 
being raised or ditch dug and that we were apprehensive that 
our enemies for their own lucrative advantages had raised 
these reports. To this letter he returned no answer, but sent- 
a perwannah to Calcutta ordering them to desist from fortify- 
ing and to level what new works they had begun. He then 
marched to the northward and gave out he was going to 
Patna^ On his arrival at Rajamaul he received the Governour’s 
answer at which he was greatly incensed and immediately 
ordered a* party of horse and gun men upon our factory and' 
returned back himself with the greatest expedition with his- 
whole army which encamped round our factory and accord- 
ing to the most moderate computation consisted of 10000 horse 
and 20000 Rajepouts and other gun men with a large train of 
artillery, and then demanded the Chief to come out and see- 
him, the Nabob's Duan who commanded the van of the army- 
writing the Chief the letter that he might come out -with- 
great safety, that no harm should happen, and that he would” 
introduce him to the Nabob. Upon this we thought proper to* 
send the surgeon of the factory^ to the Duan and he gave him- 
the same assurances and sent him back with a considerable 
person and a present of beetle (-which, is esteemed a pledge 
of feith) to accompany the Chief to the Duan who was to in- 
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al 4000 CRupees and to give Capt. Buchanan a saiary of 700 
ARs per annum for his trouble in overlooking the work, the 
powder when delivered to be proved and examined by the 
Mililarj* Store Keeper and none received into the magazine 
that is not good. 

46. By the Duke of Dorsett we advised Your Hofnours of 
having drawn a sett of bills in favour of William Barwell Esqr. 
account Geo. Sherwood for £Str. 50 which bills were not 
granted by that ship. 

47. Mr. Pcarkes having addressed the Board in relation 
to the allowances of his post we have enclosed his letter for 
your obserN'ation and directions. 

48. We have consigned Your Honours on this ship sundry 

goods and merchandize as per invoice and bill of lading 
enclosed amcfunling to CRS. [ ] 

49. We have likewise laden on her sundiy stores for the 

use of your island at St. Helena amounting to CRS. [ 1. 

50. We wish her a safe and speedy passage and are with tbo 
greatest respect. 


May it please Your Honours 

Your most faithfull and most obedient humble servants. 

Roger Drake Junr./C. Manningham/Paul Richard Pearkes/ 
W. Frankland/J. Z. Holwell/W. Mackett/Edward Eyre. 


Fort William, 

23rd February, 1756. 

(Ref. Copies of records obtained from India Office, Letters 
to Court, Vol. 4, 1755-57 pp. 145-69. 

Paragraphs 36 and 38 published in Wilson’s Old Fort 
Williain. Vol. II p. 44. Paragraph 37 published in Long’s Selec- 
tions from Unpublished Records 1748-67. p. 61.) 
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LETTER DATED 26 FEBRUARY 1756 

^ HE Hon’ble Court of Directors for Affairs of the Hon’ble 

United Company -of Merchants of England Trading to 
the East Indies. 


May it please Your Honours 

Since closing our last under date the 23rd instant Mr. 
Simson has delivered us the accompanying representation and 
plan which we now transmit for Your Honours’ observation 
remarking that engineers seldom agree in matters of fortifica- 
tion. How justly Mr. Simson may judge Colonel Scott his plan 
to be deficient we shall not presume to determine but think 
it our duty to transmit you his observations thereon. We are- 
with great truth. 

May it please Your Honours 

Your most faithfull servants, 
Roger Drake Junr. and C. Manningham. 


Fort William, 

26th February, 1756. 


Enclosure 1 

Fort William, February 25th, 1756- 

To the Hon’ble Roger Drake Esqr. and Charles Manningham 
Esqti 


Gentlemen, 

Since the time I have had the honour to be appointed 
Engineer, I have had an opportunity to examine the plan pro- 
jected by Colonel Scott for a fortification where Fort William 
now stands, which appearing to be deficient in sonm of the 
things principally requisite in a fortification 1 thought it my 
duty to represent the same to Your Honour &c. that if you 
think proper this representation with the accompanying plan 
may be transmitted to- the Hon’ble the Court of Directors. 


TOGO 
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Fort St. George in time to be dispatched to and returned from 
Canton to England the same season. Wee have thought it 
necessary to give you by this conveyance this general view of 
our intentions that you may concert the necessary measures 
with Fort St. George Presidency. At the same time wee must 
acquaint you it will be most to our satisfaction to have the said 
ships dispatched from the Coast and Bay the season of their 
arrival. Wee therefore hope yofu will exert your utmost en- 
deavours for that purpose accordingly and give the earliest 
notice to the President and Council of Fort St. George what ton- 
nage you shall have for them or how they can be most advanta- 
giously employed. 

9. Notwithstanding any directions in our former letters for 
loading surplus tonnage, you are to load no more on any of the 
Coast and Bay ships than the charterparty tonnage (allowing for 
the usual wastage) unless you can do it without prejudice to 
the dispatch of others. The additional ships you will have on 
your hands makes this caution necessary. 

10. The amount of the several particulars consigned to you 
on the Anson is £ 37009.. .8. ..10. For the particrdars wee refer 
you to the enclosed invoice. 

11. On the 11th instant the Oxford, Capt. Thomas Stevens, 
arrived at Spithead having lost her passage roimd the Cape 
owing to her late dispatch from Etengal. She left St. Helena on 
the 5th of December last, at which time our other expected ships 
the Godolphin and Hector were not arrived there. 

We are, 

Your loving friends, 

Richd. Chauncy/R. Drake/W. Mabbott/Will. Barwell/ 
Wilm. Braund/Henry Plant/W. Wilberforce Junr./j 
Thos. Rous/Willm Rider/Timothy Tullie /Christo. 
Burrow/Thomas Walpole/Whichcott Turner /Thos. 
Phipps/W. Willy/John Boyd/Peter Du Cane/Stephen 
Law/Hy. Crabb Boulton. 

London, 15th February, 1754. 

(Ref. — Copies of records obtained from India Office Vol. 18, 
1754-55, pp. 47—50.) 
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LETTER DATED 2 MARCH 1754 

His Majesty’s troops sent for service in the East Indies — 
directions to provide all necessary help and assistance to the 
troops — news regarding thfe success of Anglo-French conferences 
for the settlement of disputes — suggestions for putting a stop 
to all private trade — the Council ordered to re-establish the office 
of broker. 

o UR President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. You were advised in our short letter by the Anson that 
the Oxford, Capt. Thomas Stevens, arrived at Spithead on the 
11th of February. She is since got to her moorings and has 
brought many of the books and papers and accounts which, wee 
complained in our general letter, were not transmitted to us, 
but they are come too late for our inspection and making any 
observations upon them this season. You must observe the 
directions wee gave you for sending in future all material books 
and accounts by the earliest conveyances in the season. 

2. You have already been acquainted that His Majesty has 
been most graciously pleased to order a squadron of his ships 
with a body of land forces on board to proceed to the East 
Indies to protect the Company in their commerce and their just 
rights and priviledges. Wee are now to inform you that the said 
squadron is composed of the following ships and commanded by 
Charles Wattson Esq., Rear Admiral of the Blue, viz.. 


Ships 

Commanders 

Guns 

Kent 


64 

Eagle 

George Pocock 

60 

Salisbury 


50 • 

Bristol 



Bridgewater 


24 

Sloop Kingfisher 


• - • * ft 


3. The land forces His Majesty has graciously granted to us 
are Col. John Adlercron’s regiment of foot consisting of 815 men, 
officers included, and a- detachment from the royal train of 


40 
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troduce him to the Nabob. Accordingly, agreeable to the 
unanimous opinion of the gentlemen of the factory and officer 
of tlie garrison, the Chief went and was presented by th& 
Duan to tlio Nabob who immediately ordered him into con- 
finement and insisted on his giving an obligation that 
in 15 days’ time the gentlemen of Calcutta should 
level what new works they had raised, deliver up the 
Nabob’s tenants who had fled for protection there, and that if 
it could be proved we had falsified the Company’s dustucks 
by giving them to those that had no right to them we should 
pay back what the Government had suffered by loss of duties. 
The Chief being in their hands was obliged to sign this. They 
then told him that his signing was of no consequence without 
the x'csl of the Council; accordingly upon the surgeon’s returning 
to the factory with a eunuch of the Nabob’s and two or three 
others who acquainted Messrs Collet and Batson that it was- 
necessaiy they should go to the Chief and make an end of the 
affair, they went and were detained prisoners, nothing more 
being said about the obligation the Chief had signed. The next 
day we were ordered to deliver up our ammunition and cannon, 
which upon malui'e deliberation we thought proper to comply 
with in hopes to entirely pacify the Nabob and prevent his 
march to Calcutta. The ai-my then drew off from the factory- 
Mr. Batson was sent back to the factoiy and Messrs. Watts 
and Collett kept prisoners in the camp. The Nabob then bent 
his march towards Calcutta, having ordered all the godowns 
at Cossimbuzar to be sealed with his seal and the soldiers to 
be carried prisoners to Muxadavad. 

[3.] As the Chief etc. going out of the factory and afterwards 
delivering up the cannon and ammunition may perhaps appear 
to Your Honours extraordinary, we think it necessary to give 
our reasons for taking such steps. It has been always customary 
in Bengal for the Chiefs of subordinates to visit the Nabobs 
of the province, and we had great reason to believe that on 
paying this visit we should be able to accommodate matters 
and prevent his march to Calcutta. Had we attempted to resist, 
our factory must inevitably have fallen into their hands, we 
being in no condition to make a defence against so large a 
force, our factory being surrounded on three sides by houses 
which overlooked our bastions, some not 30 yards from our 
bastions, most of our guns were honey-combed and carriages 
rotten,^ though we had repeatedly indented to Calcutta for new 
125 D of A. 
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Armenians who were entirel}' useless and more than the number 
amongst the black militia boys and slaves, who were not cap- 
able of holding a musket; so that in fact when the seafaring 
people who most of .them appeared only at the first muster 
were' draughted off on board the vessels of which we had in 
port about 30 sail of every craft our garrison did not consist 
of 250 fighting men, officers included. 

[3.J On the 7th June all provisions were piohibited by the 
Nabob being brought into Calcutta by orders to the several 
zemindars round us and tlie other side of the river. Between 
the lOlh and 13th June several partys of the Nabob’s troops 
took possession of Tanners Fort to cut off our communication 
on the river from below, on the 14th 3 or 4 ships were sent 
to dislodge them without effect, on the 16th Baagbazar redoubt 
was attacked by the Nabob’s army who were repulsed with 
considerable loss by Ensign Piccard and 25 men with 30 
buckserrics. Hero 2 European soldiers were killed and Mr, 
Ralph Thoresby, a hopeful young gentleman who with many 
others of the junior servants had entered volunteers in the 
infanlr5\ About this time two Moors ships were brought under 
our guns wliich by way of reprisal we had taken below. On the 
17th all our bucksen-ies to the number of near 700 taken the 
most of them into our pay on this occasion fled to a man of our 
out chowkeys and I believe deserted to the enemy. Early this 
day our principal post to the northward by Mr. Griffith’s was 
attacked and something later that at the Court House by flying 
partys from the streets and houses, whilst a multitude of other 
detached partys from the Nabob’s army were plundering 
and destroying every part of the town to the northward. These 
two advanced posts were continually alarmed and harassed 
this whole day and the succeeding night and day that is to 
say the 18th when the enemy brought a twelve pounder sup- 
ported with about 5000 musketiy to bear against the Jail which 
was gallantly defended by a French officer Monsr. Le Beaume' 
with Ensign Carstairs and 32 men detached from the advanced 
post at the Court House and maintained untill about noon when 
Monsr. Le Beaume and Ensign Cartairs being wounded, some 
of the train killed and others of the detachment disabled, the 
post was relinquished and one field piece brought off with the 
party; about 4 afternoon the enemy having taken possession of 
the houses all round the advanced post at the Court House it 
was ordered to be abandoned and the same evening the like 
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ones. Our garrison consisted of about 50 Soldiers most of which 
were Portugeese. .We had about 80 maunds of powder but 
few or no shot or granades. We might possibjly with this 
force have held out 3 or 4 days which would not have prevent- 
ed the consequences that have since happened but even sup- 
posing we had been able to resist the Government we are 
humbly of opinion it would have been madness in us to have 
attempted it when so great £• part of Your Honours’ estate 
amounting to many lacks of rupees was dispersed over the 
whole country which would have been immediately seized and 
you might justly have blamed us for commencing a war with 
the Government and being the occasion of so immense a loss^ 
the effects in our factory not being near so considerable as the 
money, goods and debts we had outstanding — all which with th4 
money and goods at the several aurungs would have been saved, 
had the Govemour and Council thought proper to come to any 
terms with the Nabob. We therefore hope (though unfortu- 
nate) Your Honours will approve off and think the steps we 
took the most prudent though by unthinking men who see 
affairs but in one light we may possibly be blamed. 

[4.] The best account we can get of the taking Fort William, 
we being then prisoners in the Camp, is that two days before the 
place was delivered up the Govemour, Messrs. Manninghan^ 
Frankland, and Mackett with the Commandant George Min’chin, 
Captain Alexander Grant and 8 or 9 of the junior servants with 
part of the military quitted the fort and retired on board their 
ships but with such precipitation that we heard they have 
saved nothing belonging to the Company, not even their books 
and papers or Mogul’s phirmaund. Messrs. Pearkes, HolweH 
Eyre and Baillie with the rest of the Company’s servants and 
military remained in the fort* But when the Govemour eta 
were gone the soldiers got to their liquors and wine under 
no command. 56 of the soldiers that were Dutch deserted that 
night, after which all was tumult, disorder and confusion which 
we imagine occasioned the gentlemen to hoist a flag of truce in 
order to capitulate. This opportunity the Moors took to rush 
in upon them, applied ladders to the walls which they scaled 
and were soon in possession of the fort. Most of the gentle- 
men, officers and soldiers were carried prisoners to the Nabob 
who ordered them into the Black Hole where out of 146 one 
hundred and twenty three were found dead the next morning 
supposed to be suffocated by the closeness of the place. Messrs 
Holwell, Court, Burdett and Walcott, and Ensign, were put in 
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•orders were sent to the other two posts to the southward and 
northward and Piccard’s party called from Baagbuzar. This 
evening at a council of war it was resolved to embark the 
Company’s treasure, books and the European ladies and further 
agreed that the ships should remain under the guns of the 
iort. Messrs. Manningh^ and Frankland, the first colonel and 
the other lieutenant colonel of the militia conducted the ladies 
■on board and I understood were to return, when they had. 
reconciled the ladies to their situation but they never returned 
•again, no more did Captain Lieutenant Mapletoft, Lieutenant 
H, Wedderburh, Ensigns Wm. Sumner and Charles Douglas — all 
•officers of the militia, besides about 15 of the volunteers and 
many of the militia who deserted the fort this day and the 
.succeeding morning. On the 18th more advanced in the night 
we held another council of war and the captain of the train 
being ordered to make a return of the ammunition we were 
thunderstruck when he reported there was not full three days’ 
•amunition in the garrison. The debate then turned on. the 
■question whether a retreat with the garrison and all the Com- 
pany’s effects could be attempted that night but so much of it 
•elapsed in debate that it became impracticable untill the next 
when myself and I believe eveiy body else present judged the 
retreat was determined to be carried into execution. ■ In the 
morning of the 19th the enemy were pretty quiet and only now 
and then threw a random shot at the fort from the batteries 
"they had raised in three or four different stations whilst they 
were busy in forming lodgements in the houses round us. 
About 9 this morning our President Mr- Drake, Commandant 
Minchin, Mr. Macket, 2nd captain of the militia, Captain Grant, 
A.djutont General, Mr. O’Hara, lieutenant of the train, private- 
ly withdraw out the back gate, deserted ,the factory and^ 
•embarked on board the shipping which immediately weighed 
and stood down the river without leaving us a single boat at 
"the gate or possibility of making a general retreat and this 
before any one attack had been actually made on the fort. On 
the Governor etc.’s desertion being known, the garrison fell into 
the utmost confusion and tumults when the gentlemen remain- 
ing of the Council, officers and others, intreated I would im- 
mediately take upon me the government of the fort, as the 
-only means .of quieting the present tumults which must have 
ended in the destruction of the whole. A Council was directly 
. called and Mr. Pearkes, waving his right of seniority, himself 
and Messrs Eyre and Baillie appointed me Governor of the 
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irons and carried prisoners to Muxadavad of whom we have 
since heard nothing. We are persuaded this dismal catastrophey 
•of Your Honours’ estate in Bengal being plundered, your set- 
tlements lost, your servants destroyed and ruined with some 
hundred thousands of Calcutta inhabitants, might have been 
prevented had the Goveniour and Co.uncil thought proper to 
have compromised matters for a sum of money. And as a 
proof, the Nabob touched nothing at Cossimbuzar but the war- 
lilte stores or at any of the other factorys or aurungs till he 
had taken Calcutta. Roydulub, the Nabobs’ Duan and who 
•commanded the van of the army, likewise frequently sent for 
the Chief while he was prisoner in the camp and told him smil- 
ing that we must pay a crore of rupees and when the Chief 
assured him the Company’s whole estate did not amount to 
that sum he then asked him if they would pay 20 lack of rupees, 
to which the Chief answered again that the Company’s annual 
trade to Bengal was not more than the demand he made. The 
Duan then desired to Imow what they could afford to pay to 
which he replyed he had no powers to treat but if the Duan 
would permit him to write to Calcutta he should then be able 
to inform him. This request the Duan absolutely refused, but 
told him if any proposals of accommodation were made first 
from Calcutta he might then write as often as he pleased- We 
being surrounded and strictly watched night and day by the 
Nabob’s people, we had no opportunity of writing to Calcutta 
till we were opposite to Hughley where we got permission to 
write to the Dutch Directore for some provisions to whom we 
sent a letter to be forwarded to Calcutta wherein we wrote 
that if the Governour and Council would send a proper person 
to the camp or empower us to act, we flattered ourselves that, 
even then the dispute with the Nabob might be finished for a 
sum of money. This letter the Dutch Directore assures us was 
■delivered to Mr. Drake along with a letter of his own, and we 
are well informed an answer was wrote importing that after 
the disgrace the Company had suffered at Cossimbuzar by the 
taking of their factory and imprisoning their servants they 
were resolved not to come to any agreement. 

i'5.] Coja Wazeed, a considerable merchant and one who has 
great influence with the Nabob, his duan also told us that he 
was sent by his master four times to Calcutta to persuade the 
gentlemen to pay a sum of money and pacify the Nabob, but 
without effect, and the last time was threatened to be used ill 
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fort and administrator of the Hon’ble Company’s affairs during" 
the troubles, in which light I was recognized by the whole gar- 
rison. I immediately visited every post and soon quieted the 
minds of the people, by assuring them they should have three 
chests of treasure divided amongst the soldiers and militia, if 
they would defend the fort untill we could make a general 
retreat with all the Company’s effects and that I would be the 
last man that quitted the fort- At the Council held as above, 
we suspended the President and the gentlemen of the Council 
and officers with him from the Company’s service, it being the 
only just piece of resentment in our power, for the cruel peice 
of treachery they had been guilty of to the whole garrison as 
well as breach of trust to their employers. We likewise sent 
an order to Captain Hague, Commander of the Company’s ship- 
St. George stationed at Baagbuzar, to weigh and immediately 
drop down opposite the lane between the new godowns of the 
factory and the Company’s house; these new godowns being, 
the weakest part of the fort and not flanked by any gun from 
it, the ship in this station would have accomplished this service, 
have contributed to dislodge the enemy from the Company’s, 
house and have been under our guns. As she was then the only 
remaining chance we had for a general retreat, three or 4 boats 
being yet with her, Mr. Pearkes was so obliging as to tender 
himself with three or four volunteers on this service and went, 
on board accordingly but the pilot neither that day nor the 
next would undertake to bring her lower than opposite to 
Mr. Watts’ house where she was useless to us. To return to- 
our situation : the 19th after the President’s' desertion from 
Council I had hardly gone round the ramparts before the 
enemy attacked the fort incessantly the whole remainder of' 
the day from their batteries and small arms; of the former, 
from the battery we had raised at the Court House, from 
another they had erected in Mr. Allsop’s compound between, 
the Coirrt House and the Jail, from a third erected at the south 
west corner of the park, from a 4th in the Reverend Mr. 
Bellamy’s compound and from a small battery they had raised, 
at the dock head. They flred so wildly from their batteries- 
they would not have made a breach in a twelve month though, 
they flred from 18 pounders but their small arms from the- 
houses round us particularly the Company’s, Captain Rannie’s- 
and Mr. Cruttenden’s annoyed us much from whence we 
several times dislodged them with great slaughter and obliged 
them at last to set Are to them and abandon them. T ■.‘■"’.‘ith 
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if he came again on the same errand. From the above proofs- 
there appears to us the greatest moral certainty that the Nabob- 
never intended to drive the English out of his province but- 
■would have been’ satisfied with a sum of money. His treatment, 
of the French and Dutch after the taking of Calcutta is a cor- 
roboratory circumstance, of each of whom he demanded twenty 
lack of rupees, and on their representing to him that their trade- 
in his province did not amount to that sum but that they were- 
willing to make the present which was usually given on a 
Subah’s first coming to the Government, he appeared so incens- 
ed that he ordered ten thousand men into the Dutch town with, 
directions to demolish and plunder the houses and people on. 
the first signal.. He then demanded their guns, ammunition and 
colours but was at last pacifyed with a present of four hundred 
and fifty thousand Sicca Rupees. The French were threatened 
and treated much in the same manner and were obliged to pay 
three hundred thousand Siccas; this account we can affirm to-- 
be true as we had it from the gentlemen themselves. 

[6.] We are informed that Mr. Richard Becher, Chief, and 
Council of Dacca were surrounded by the Nabob’s forces and 
obliged to surrender themselves prisoners and are how on the- 
French factory there, the French Chief having passed his word 
for their appearance, all the Company’s effects aind money 
being seized for the Nabob’s use. 

[7.] Mr. Peter Amyatt, Chief at Luckypore, escaped on board 
a sloop and has saved about 60000 rupees in money and goods; 
of Your Honours’ estate. Mr. Thomas Boddam has likewise- 
saved fi’om Ballasore about. 6000 rupees- They are now with. 
Mr. Drake and the rest of the gentlemen who are on board 
•country ships at Fultah. 

[S.] Enclosed is a letter from' Mr. Drake and the gentlemen 
below with our answer. We did not think it adviseable to« 
act as we were of opinion that the gentlemen who had desert- 
ed the fort had by that step abdicated their several stations- 
in the Company’s service and had not power to indemnifye- 
us if Your Honours should not approve of the measures they 
might direct us to take and we are of opinion that as they 
had wrote to the Governour and Council of Madras for as- 
sistance, and as we had since wrote an account of the taking 
of Calcutta, we think it more adviseable to wait till we have- 
answers from Madras, and are informed what measures the- 
Governour and Council there may be able to take to- 
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■at night our people, had some reces, but were obliged to sleep 
on their arms; the 20th in the morning the enemy formed 
three assaults at once against the north west bastion, against 
the north east futtock or barrier and against the windows of 
the labritoiy on "the eastern curtain and attempted to scale to 
the north west. From each of these assaults' they were beat 
off with great loss to them before noon and a general cessation 
in a manner ensued for some hours when finding we had 25 
killed and 70 or more of our best men wounded and our train 
killed, wounded and deserted to all but 14 and not two hours’ 
ammunition left, we threw out a flagg of truce towards the 
■evening, intending to amuse the enemy, and make the best 
retreat we could in the night to the St. George, not then know- 
ing that she was on a sand opposite to Oraichund’s house. During 
the parley our back gate was betrayed to the enemy in con- 
•cert, I judge, with some that had deserted the preceeding night 
from the walls and those who had the guard of that gate, who 
were obliged to wrench off the locks and bolts, the keys being 
in my possession. In this situation we had nothing left to 
resolve on, but a surrender at discretion. 


[4.] Thus I have transmitted to Your Honour etc. as circum- 
stantial an account of this melancholy event as my state of 
body and mind will at present permit me (ruined in my own 
private fortune as well as much injured in constitution) of both 
having barely strength to hold the pen a yet necessary period, 
whilst ! advise you that- of the enemy we killed first and last 
by their own confession 5000 of their troops and 80 jemmautdaar 
and officers of consequence exclusive of the wounded. The 
resistance we made and the loss they suffered so irritated the 
Nabob that he ordered myself and all the prisoners promiscuous- 
ly to the number of about 165 or 170 to be examined* altogether 
into a small prison in the fort called the Black Hole from whence 
•only about 16 of us came out alive in the morning, the rest 
heing suffocated to death. Amongst those myself, Mr. Richard 
•Court, Mr. John Cooke, Mr. Lushington, Ensign Walcott, Mr. 
Bendert (a young gentleman volunteer). Captain Mills, Captain 
Dickson and about 7 or 8 soldiers, blacks and whites. Amongst 
“the dead Messrs Eyre and Wm. Baillie, the Revd. Mr. Bellamy, 
Messrs Jenks, Riveley, Law, T. Coales etc., our 3 military 

• Hill Vol. I, p. II5, has “crammed.” . 

tibid., has “Burdett”. 
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Teestablish the Hon’ble Comp^y’s affairs in Bengal, then [sic] 
meanly to return into a ruined and open town which the 
ITabob may possibly consent to in hopes of still further plunder 
on the arrival of any of Your Honours’ ships, as we think he 
is not to be trusted after affairs have gone the length they have. 

[9.] Enclosed is a translate of the Nabob’s letter to the 
Hon’ble George Pigot Esqr., on which we must beg leave to re- 
mark that the Chief of Cossimbuzar wrote a letter to the Nabob 
that he was persuaded Mr. Drake would deliver up Rojebullub’s 
.«on and wealth who is the person the Nabob means in his letter, 
whenever he thought proper to demand him, at which as the 
‘Chief was assured from Coja Wazeed who delivered the letter 
that the Nabob seemed then satisfied. Whether the Nabob 
applied afterwards to Calcutta for the delivery of this man we 
■cannot say. 

[10,] Since writing the above Mr. Gray Junr., one of Your 
Honours’ servants, has given us an account of the attack and 
taking of Calcutta, he being present the whole time, which 
we now enclose and here we must beg leave to inform Your 
Honours that Mr. William Mackett’s intentions was not to 
leave the fort, but his wife having miscarried the night before, 
he thought it incumbent on him to see her safe on board a 
ship, when he wanted to return but would get no conveyance 
though we are informed he offered a thousand rupees for a 
boat. Enclosed is an account of the Company’s servants and 
-officers on board the ships at Fultah. 

[11.] We have since the above reviewed another letter from 
“the gentlemen at Fultah which we now enclose with our answer 
thereto. We hope Your Honours will not blame our conduct 
in this affair as what we have done was to the best of our 
judgement, and we flatter ourselves their protest will have no 
“Weight with Your Honours as we think they may with more 
propriety be charged. with what damages and wrongs both have 
-and may ensue by the deprivation of the Company’s privileges 
as contained in the royal phirmaund. And we are of opinion 
that the immediate possession of Calcutta in its present ruined 
condition can be of no service to the Company, neither do we 
think it adviseable or safe to trust any of the Company’s 
-effects tl\ere till a sufficient force arrives to defend the place 
-against the Nabob in case he should think proper -to attack it 
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•captains and 9 snljalterns, many of our volunteers and inhabi- 
tants of whom particular lists shall be forwarded the Hon’ble 
Company as recollection enables me. Myself, Messrs Court, 
Walcot and Burdet were sent to the camp the 21st in the 
morning, there put in irons and marched 3 miles to town the 
22nd in the sun and our irons, with no covering to our heads 
and hardly any to our bodies. At the dock head we were 
detained the 22nd, 23rd and 24th and the evening of that day 
put on board an open boat for this city, destitute of a rupee 
or any necessary of life. On the 7th instant we arrived there 
(our subsistence on the way up on rice and water) and were 
deposited under a guard in an open stinking cowhouse, a 
spectacle to the whole city (and hardly escaped a second 
smothering) untill the 11th when we were removed to the 
Jemmautdaar house, under whose custody we were. On the 
15th we were again remanded to the cowhouse, flattered with 
hopes of knowing our ultimate fate; there we remained that 
night, and yesterday were once again blessed with liberty and 
freedom to go where we pleased. The humanity and friend- 
ship we received here from the gentlemen of the French and 
Dutch factorys will ever require our most grateful remem- 
brance. 

[3.] It only remains that I inform Your Honour etc. that at 
the first approach of the trebles we wrote to Chandanagore and 
Hughley to join us in a cause we deemed common and pressed 
then- assistance with men and ammunition; the answer we 
received from Hugley was that they were ordered by their 
principals to remain neuter in all disputes of this kind with the 
Government; from Chandanagore the answer was more favour- 
able but of equal utility to us, for when we pressed them for 
ships and ammunition they genteelly refused us and pleaded 
their own weakness. Neither were we deficient in writing letter 
after letter to the Nabob, making him every concession in our 
power of wliich he took not the least notice nor returned one 
answer. 

[6.] Your Honour etc. have heard of the suffering of the 
gentlemen with me which alone entitle them to the Hon’ble 
Company’s favour but I should do great injustice to Messrs. 
Court and Walcot, if I omitted mentioning them in the parti- 
cular manner they merit, the former the only officer of the 
militia and the other the only one of the military alive who did 
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again, we being of opinion as we mentioned before that no* 
trust or confidence can be reposed in him. 

[12.] We were released toy the Nabob at Hughley on his- 
return from the taking of Calcutta and were delivered to the 
French Governour of Chandernagore from whom the Nabob took 
a receipt for us and ordered him to send us safe to Madras. We 
have received here the most humane treatment and have now 
110 soldiers and sailors in their hospital who are all supplied 
with diet and cloathing. 

[13.] We assure Your Honours that the above account relat- 
ing to ourselves and our transactions is in every particular true 
and just and what regards the taking of Calcutta is from the 
best information we could get in which we have taken particular 
care not to be deceived or biassed by favour or prejudice. We 
hope from your candour that you will make allowances for us 
as men and consequently falliable for any errors in judgement 
we may have committed. We being conscious of having acted 
as faithfull servants what we thought most for the interest of 
the Hon’ble Company, therefore flatter ourselves we shall meet 
with your future favour, we being entirely ruined, having lost 
every thing even to our cloaths and necessarys. 

We are with the greatest respect, 

May it please Your Honours 

Your Honours’ most obedient and most faithfull humble 

servants, 

Wm. Watts/M, Collett. 


Chandernagore, 

July the 16th, 1756. 

Account of the loss of Calcutta hy Mr. Grey, Junior 

[1.] On the 17th of June, 1756, the enemy attacked the re- 
doubt at Perrins about noon and at 3 o’clock in the afternoon 
40 men with 2 field pieces were sent to the assistance of that 
place where in the engagement the Moors from behind the trees 
and bushes killed 2 Europeans, one of whom was Ralph 
.Thoresby, About 8 0 ’ clock an 18 pounder came out to Perrins 
and the 2 field pieces with the reinforcement .that had been 
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not desert their colours. The former has distinguished himself, 
as a faithful convenant servant and both as gallant officers.. 
Dacca Factory is given up, but Luckipore received timely 
advice to withdraw and have I hear joined the President at. 
Ingellie. 

I am most respectfully,. 
Hon’ble Sir and Sirs,. 
Your most obedient humble servant, 

J. Z. Holwell. 

P. S. Our intentions are to quit this city to-morrow, to proceed 
on board any ship we find at Culpee and take the first opportu- 
nity for the coast of Coromandell. J. Z. H. 

Copy of this address I have forwarded to the Presidency of 
Fort St. George. 

(Ref. Copies of records obtained, from India Office, Letters 
to Court. Vol. 4, 1755—57, pp. 181—92. 

Published in Hill, Bengal in 1756 — 57, Vol. I, pp. 109 — 16.. 
Abstracts of paragraphs 1 — ^3 published in Wilson, Old Fort 
William, Vol. II, pp. 61-62.) 
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LETIER DATED 17 JULY 1756 

Governor Drake’s insolent remarks about the Nawah — the 
English to he permitted to resettle in Calcutta on the same- 
terms as the Portuguese and the Prussians. 

'J’ HE Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the United 
Company of Merchants of England Trading to the East 
Indies. 

May it please Your Honours 

1. Since the conclusion of our letter we were apprehensive, 
that we might be misinformed in regard to the Governor and 
Council’s not making any proposals to the Nabob for an ac- 
commodation. Mr. Watts therefore, went to see Seree Babboo^ 
Coja Wazeed’s duan at Chinchura and inquired of him what 
he knew of the matter to which he replyed that he was down, 
several times in Calcutta and that the last time he was there 
he told the Govemour the Nabob was marching down, to which. 
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sent in the afternoon, went back to their former stations. In 
the night Lieutenant Pacard who had the command at Perrins, 
sallied out upon the enemy and having drove them from their 
guns spiked up 4 of them and brought away some ammunition. 

[2.] On the 18th about 9 o’clock in the morning our outworks 
were attacked. Small parties were dispatched to the tops of 
some of the highest houses from thence to annoy the enemy 
on their approach. Amongst those Messrs. Charles Smith and 
Robert Wilkinson had the misfortune to be killed. Mons. La 
Bonne, who with a small party was posted at the Jail, bravely 
defended it for six hours, till himself and most of his men 
being wounded, they were obliged to retire within the battery 
at the Court House. In the evening the enemy killing and 
wounding sevei'al of our men and surrounding us on all sides, 
we were ordered to retreat from our outworks (after having 
spiked up our guns) and take possession of the Church, Mr. 
Cruttenden’s, Eyre’s and the Companj’^’s houses, which we 
quietly kept all night. 

[3,] The enemy on the morning of the 19th advanced upon 
us and still surrounding us killed and wounded some of our men. 
We were ordered to retire from the Church and houses we had 
taken possession of the night before and come within the fort. 
The ladies and wounded men were sent on board the ships 
The Govemour, Messrs. Manningham, Frankland, Mackett, 
Commandant Minchin, Capt. Alexr. Grant, Messrs. Crut- 
tenden, Mapletoft, Sumner, Billers, O’HaiJa, Rider, Tooke, 
Senior, Ellis, Vassmer, Orr, Leycester, Charlton, with several 
of the military and militia fled on board the ships and went 
down the river, which greatly dispirited our men. Immediately 
upon the Governour’s going oif, Mr. Holwell was imanimously 
chosen in his room (Mr. Pearkes who was his senior in Council 
delivering him up the charge of the factory till the troubles 
should cease) . The new Govemour made a publick declaration 
of his detesting Mr. Drake’s base flight, at the same time 
encouraging the military to hold out the siege with a promise 
of 3 chests of the Company’s treasure containing 2400 rupees 
among them if they could keep the place. But upon so many 
of the principal officers leaving us, the soldiers could not be 
hindered from breaking into the rooms of those that were gone 
and taKmg from thence what wine or spirits came in their way, 
by which getting drunk they began to be mutinous and unruly.. 


17 JULY 1751) 


1025 


ho answered that the sooner he came Ihc beUeri and that he 
w«)uld make another Nabob, witli other harsh expressions he 
was ashamed to mention. When the Nabob was at Hannah 
Ghat, which is about two days march from Hughley, Coja 
Wazeod his master wrote him immediately to go to Caleutta, 
that he went as far as Bamagur, but there I'oceived a message 
from !)is gomastah in Calcutta not by any means to proceed, 
for Ommichund was confined, and ho would be so likewise on 
his arrival on which advice ho returned to Hughley, that 
when the Nabob was at Bnnkabuzar, Scree Babboo was in the 
camp, from whence he wrote to Mr, Drake enclosing the foi-m 
of a letter to the Nabob for the Governor to got wrote fair and 
sign, which the Governor accordingly did but this letter did 
not arrive till the Nabob was at Mr. Kollsall’s Gardens and 
hostilities had been then commenced at Tanais Fort' etc. Seree 
Babboo delivered the letter, but it was too late, and the Nabob 
then too inccnsctl to reply to it. 

2. Scree Babboo also informed Mr. Watts that Mr. Drake 
etc. at Fulta had wrote to Mr. Bisdom. the Dutch Dircclore at 
Chinchura and enclosed him letters for Coja Wa/.eed. Monick- 
clnmd. Roy Dullub and Golam Ho.ssein Cawn desiring their 
interest with the Nabob to be admitted again into Calcutta. 
Upon Mr. Bisdom ’s receipt of the.se letters he sent to Coja 
Wazeed to desire a conference to which Coja Wazeed answered 
that the Nabob might at this time take umbrage at any private 
meeting, therefore requested ho would send some person of 
trust to him to let him know what ho had to impart. Accord- 
ingly Mr. Bisdom sent his Sccrelaiy with the letters for the 
fore mentioned persons and who also acquainted Coja Wazeed 
with the desire the English had of being re-established in 
Calcutta, to which Coja Wazeed rcplycd that as the letters 
were wrote in English and only signed they would have no 
force, therefore it was necessary for to have them translated 
into Persian and sent down to Mr. Drake to have his seal put 
to them, when he would deliver them to the respective people 
except Golam Hossein Cawn, who is turned out of the province 
Scree Babboo said he had orders from his master Coja Wazeed 
to tell Mr. Watts to write to Mr. Drake that he would deliver 
his letter agreeable to his desire but he imagined if the Nabob 
did so far comply with his request to admit the English into 
Calcutta, it would not be upon better term than the Portuguese 
and Prujssians trade on, which is to pay duties and hire houses 
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Jn. the night a corporal and 56 men, most of them Dutch, 
deserted us and went over the walls to the enemy. 

[4. ) Next morning the enemy .having got possession of the top 
of the Church and houses round the fort, from thence galled 
•our men with their small aims, killing several of them (among 
whom was Capt, Smith) and wounding many of our officers. 
The Church commanded our walls in such a manner that the 
men could not stand to the guns, and the officers were obliged 
to go about and present cocked pistoles at the soldiers to make 
them mount the walls which were almost deserted, but they, 
whenever they were out of sight, skulked and would not get 
"up. About noon the Governour and Council thought it proper 
to write to the Nabob and Duan demanding a truce and accom- 
modation, but had no answer returned. The ship Prince 
•George which had hitherto layn before Perrins (from whence 
•our forces had been some time withdrawn) was ordered down 
^ibreast of the fort, but in the way unluckily ran ashore by 
the misconduct of the pilot Francis Morris, and was taken by 
the Moors. About 4 o’ clock in the afternoon, the enemy called 
■out to us not to fire, in consequence of which the Governour 
■showed a flag of truce and gave orders for us not to fire, upon 
which the enemy in vast numbers came under our walls and 
•at once set fire to the windows which were stopt up with cotton 
bales, began to break open the fort gate and scaled our walls 
•on all sides. This put us in the utmost confusion. Some rushed 
out at the gate towards the river to take possession of a boat 
that lay half in and half out of the water and in an instant it 
was so laden that it was impossible to get it off. In the mean 
lime the Moors surrounded and showed them signs of quarter, 
■upon which they delivered themselves up. Some of them went 
lo the Nabob himself, and even by him pardoned, and others 
whilst the enemy were busy about the plunder got into a boat 
nnd went down the river to the ships at that time lying of 
Surmon’s .Gardens. But most of those remained in the fort 
were put into the Black Hole to the number of 146 of whom 
T23 were miserably suffocated by the heat, occasioned by so 
many being shut up in so small a place. Among those that 
unhappily suffered, were Messrs. Eyre, Baillie, Coales, Dumble- 
ton, Jenks, Reveley, Law, Jebb, Carse, Valicourt, Bellamy Senr, 
Drake, Byng, Dalrymple, P. Johnston, Street, Stephen and 
Edward Page, Grub, Dod, Torriano, Knapton, Ballard, Captains 
‘Clayton, Witherington, Buchanan, Lieutenants Hays, Simpson, 
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and were house for themselves and goods. He likewise says 
that we must not expect to he put into possession of Fort Wil- 
liam again and that Seree Bahboo from his master ingenuously 
told Mr. Watts that the only method to re-establish Calcutta 
upon creditable terms would be to proceed to Madrass, and 
there concert measures with the Governor and Council, and 
to return with strength sufficient to enforce any petitions we 
had to make. 

3. We must beg leave to observe here that Coja Wazeed's 
opinion entirely coincides with what we have already wrote 
you. 

4. We must beg leave further to remark to Your Honours 
that in our letter to Mr. Drake etc. dated the 8th July we wrote 
them as follows, “Had Your Honours etc. thought proper to 
treat before the Nabob reached Calcutta we are pretty certain 
a sum of money would have made all easy, prevented the loss 
of the settlement and the ruin of many thousands and we wrote 
to Your Honours etc. to that purpose when we were off 
Hughley, the only opportunity we had while in the camp and 
are informed the letter came to hand” to which in their answer 
they made no reply; therefore, if they had made any applica- 
tion they should have acquainted us that we were wrongly in- 
formed which as they did not. it appears to us a tacit confession 
that they made none at least before it was too late. 

We are with the utmost respect, 

May it please Your Honours, 

Your Honours’ most faithfull and most obedient 

humble servants, 

Wm. Watts /M. Collet. 

Chajidernagore, 
the 17th July, 1756. 

(Ref. Copies of records obtained from India Office, Letters 
to Court, Vol. 4, 1755—57 pp. 211—14. Letter published in Hill, 
Bengal in 1756-57, Vol. I, pp. 116—18.) 
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LETTER DATED 18 JULY 1756 

SluccessiOTi of Siraj-ud-daulah — protection given to Krishnadas 
in Calcutta and refusal to deliver him up to the Nawdb — fall of 
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Blagg, Bishop, Pacard, Bellamy, Ensigns Scott and Wedder- 
burn. Among those that had been in the Black Hole, but came 
out alive, were Messrs. Holwell, Court, Burdett and Ensign, 
Walcot who were sent up to Muxadavad in irons and Messrs. 
•Cooke and Lushington who got down to the ships. 

[5.] At the time the fort was taken there was not above the 
number of 20 men upon the walls. The greatest part of the 
soldiers wore di*unk. and those that were sober, were quire 
fatigued with continual hard duty and want of a regular dis- 
tribution of provisions. 

(Ref.: — Copies of records obtained from India Office, Letters 
to Court Vol. 4, 1755*57, pp- 193-210. 

Extracts of paragraphs 1 and 2 of the letter of Watts and 
Collet published in Wilson’s Old Fort William, Vol. II, pp. 59- 
60. The letter of Watts and Collet and the account of the loss 
of Calcutta published in Hill’s Bengal in 1756-57, Vol. I, pp. 99- 
109.) 
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LETTER D \TED 17 JULY 1756 

Causes of the loss of Fort William — fall of Kasimbazar — 
■estimate of the Naxoab^s army — decision to send treasure and 
European ladies out of the Fort — desertion of the President and 
others and nomination of Holwell as Governor — surrender of 
the Fort and imprisonment of soldiers — release of Holwell. 

'J’ O the Hon’ble Richard Bourchier Muxadavad, 

Esqr. President and Governor of the 17th July 1756. 

Bombay and Council. 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, 

[1.] Little capable as I am in my distressed situation of exe- 
cuting a task of this kind it yet cannot be neglected, consistent 
with fiiy duty to my Hon’ble employers, and the trust last 
•devolved on me at the settlement of Fort William, now theirs 
no more, an incident I doubt not but you have before this been 
-advised off by pattamars from this city and possibly our late 
President from Ingillee. This conjecture however will iiot 
excuse my omitting to transmit you under general heads the 
several gradations by which our Hon’ble masters have sustained 
-this important Iqss. These I am to request you will forward to 
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JCasimbazar — loss of Fort William attributed to Roger Drake’s 
'■imprudent conduct — exactions -from the Dutch and pie French — 
fall of Dacca. 

O the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the 

Hon’ble United Companj' of Merchants of England 
'■•Trading to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours 

[1.] The present melancholly situation of your affairs in 
Bengal will appear a vary sufficient apology for our not address- 
-ing you in the usual form. Of your Council, some are killed, 
.some prisoners and those who remain retired with Mr. Drake we 
know ncrt well whither. You have been doubtless long since 
informed of Ali Verdi Khan having named Seir Rajah Dowlat 
his successor to this province in prejudice of his nephews 
.Newages Mahmud Khan and Sahib Khan*, the former of which 
had his residence at Muxadavad, the latter in Proonean country 
of which he was Nabob. The succession of Seir Dowlat not- 
“withstanding this preference was greatly doubted, his creditors 
were rich and powerful, both men of much more experience in 
life, the one esteemed of abilities greatly superior. Fortune 
however had adopted him and took care to pave his way to 
that point of grandeur to which he is now arrived. In Decem- 
ber last died Newages Mahmud Khan a few months after the 
Nabob of Proonean and on the 9th of April Ali Verdi Kffian 
breathed his last. The widow of Newages for some time main- 
tained a faint shew of opposition to the succession of Seir 
Raja Dowlat in favour of a boy named Murradel Dowlat® 
nephew to Seir Rajah Dowlat and who had been adopted by 
her late husband. But deserted by her adherents she was neces- 
.sitated to drop it and to claim the protection of Seir Rajah ' 
Dowlat at this time firmly established. Kissendas, son to 
Rajabullub who had long acted as Prime Minister to Newages 
Mahmud Khan, is said to have retired to Calcutta in March 
last with immense riches of his father’s and of the ■widow of 
'his late master. The protection granted to this man and the 
refusal of delivering him up when demanded is universally 
believed to be -the cause of all our misfortunes. Umbrage taken 
i-at some new works of fortification which were carrying 
on at Calcutta and artful insinuations to the Nabob that the 
'English were putting themselves in a state to make war upon, 
him may be the pretences. On the 23rd of May the factory at 
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them, by the most expeditious conveyance in your power, whilst 
[ refer them and you to. a particular and distinct narrative of 
the causes and various accidents which have contributed to our 
fatal catastrophe in these provinces, which I will attempt as 
soon as the recovery of my health (now much impaired) will 
enable me. 

[2.] Our factory at Cossimbuzar being given up to the Nabob 
the 4th of June last (hy the most unhappy and unaccountablo 
infatuation in our Chief and Council there) the foundation of 
our ruin was laid; the accession was too important to the Nabob 
to be relinquished and he was sensible he must relinquish 
it, as well as restore our money and goods seized at the different 
aurungs, or entirely extiipate us from the provinces. The cannon, 
ammunition and military stores he became possessed of at 
Cossimbuzar determined him to tlie latter and as he expected 
some succours might reach us from the Coast, he marched 
against us with the whole force of his provinces consisting, by 
the best accounts we have since acquired, of 30000 horse and 
35000 foot with about 400 elephants of war, though our best 
information during his approach made his force no more than 
6 or 7000 horse and 12 or 13000 foot nor could \ye even learn 
v/ith any certainty whether the Nabob marched against us in 
person or not, for he had cut off all communication between us 
and the gentlemen of Cossimbuzar (whom, with the garrison, 
he made prisoners) and our spys either had not courage enough 
to approach his army for any just intelligence, or xiot integrity 
enough to give it us. On the earliest notice of his real inten- 
tions we made all the dispositions in our power for his recep- 
tion, though I believe never was fortress less defensible, encum- 
bered with houses close round us and not a proper esplanade to 
one gun, nor time possibly to pull the houses down to remedy 
this evil; advanced posts were appointed, ditches sunk, breast 
work thrown up and batteries raised at three principal posts 
to wit, at the Court House eastward, at the corner of Mr. 
Griffith’s house to the northward and at Mrs. Piearce’s Bridge 
to the southward and the Jail was fortified as a further advanced 
post. We had flattered ourselves that we should have mustered 
between 5 and 600 effective men — ^Europeans, black and milUia, 
inhabitants and those belonging to the. shipping but to our 
utter astonishment when our military roll was returned in 
Council it consisted only of 45 of the train and 145 infantry 
arid in both only 60 Europeans, in the militia were about 10(1 
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enemy, exposed ourselves to ignominy and torment, but this? 
would in no shape have availed Your Honours. 

5. The French gentlemen at Chandernagore and Cossimbu— 
zar are warmly solliciting our liberty. If we are so happy as' 
to obtain it, we purpose going to Madras in the first ship where • 
we shall be ready to serve Your Honours in any suitable* 
employment that your President and Council there may point 
out to us till your pleasure is known, 

6. Exclusive of the gentlemen whose names appear at the foot- 
of this letter there are prisoners with us here Mr. John Cartier,, 
a factor of one year’s standing, Mr. John Johnstone just com-- 
mencing assistants. Lieutenant John Cudmore and' 
Mr. Nathaniel Wilson Surgeon. Mr. William Sumner, the 
second at this factory, [is] absent at Calcutta by permission and*, 
who we hear is safe having been ordered on board ship scfme. 
days before the place was taken. We advised the gentlemen at 
Madras of this unhappy event as soon as we could collect any? 
particulars which we thought carried an appearance of truth.. 

We are with great respect, 

May it please Your Honours 
, Your Honours’ faithfull humble servants, 

Richd. Becher/Luke Scrafton/Thora. Hyndman /Samuel. 

Waller. From the French Factory at Dacca. 

. July 18th, 1756. 

'(Ref. Copies of records obtained from India Office, Letters" 
fo Court, Vol'. 4, 1755-57, pp. 215-21.) 
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LETTER DATED 17 SEPTEMBER 1756 

Parwana from the Nawab forbidding erection of new works^- 
of fortification — an evasive reply incenses the Nawab — fall of 
Kasimbazar— Bombay and Fort St George Councils requested 
to help in the recovery of Calcutta. — HolwelVs reply to the- 
charges of the Council, 
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artillery of 78 men, likewise officers included, the latter being 
under the command of Lieutenant William Hislop. 

4. The detachment of the artillery company proceeds on our 
ships Kent, London and Britannia, upon which will likewise 
embark a part of the regiment, for which purpose the said ships 
are now under their dispatches for Cork in Ireland to take it in; 
the other part of the regiment embarks on the men of war. 

5. Although the present destination of the said squadron and 
forces is for the coast of Choromandel, yet as they may have 
occasion to be at times at our other settlements, particularly His 
Majesty's ships, it is therefore in such case necessary you should 
have some directions for your conduct which wee shall now 
give you viz.. 

6. Upon the anchoring or arrival of Rear Admiral Wattson 
at your Presidencj’ or any of the Company’s settlements [wee] 
direct that he be saluted with 15 guns which he will return gun 
for gun. and in case the commodore wno wears a distinguishing 
pennant shall arrive at any of our settlements when the admiral 
is not there, he is to be saluted with 13 guns who will likewise 
return gun for gun, and that you pay him all the honours due 
to his rank and behave to him on all occasions with great regard 
and friendship, and as you are to behave with all civility and 
respect to the several commanders belonging to His Majesty’s 
squadron, so you are to give them as well as the admiral all 
necessary help and assistance. 

7. You are hereby directed to allow to Admiral Wattson 
after the rate of 40s. a day sterling which wee desire his accept- 
ance of, to defray the expences of house rent and for keeping 
a table for himselfe and such commanders and officers as he shall 
think propper. which allowance is to commence on his arrival 
upon the Chromandel coast and continued during his stay in 
India and is to be in full consideration for all expences what- 
soever. 

8. As His Majesty’s ships will be in want of stores, provisions 
and necessarys during their stay in India, you are hereby direct- 
ed to furnish Admiral Wattson or any of His Majesty’s com- 
manders with such sums of money as they shall require you 
to advance for those purposes, for which you are to talk bills of 
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exchange drawm by the admiral, commander or propper officers 
for the amount of the sums so advanced at the rate of six 
shillings and six pence per weighty dollar for the stores on the 
Commissioners of the Navy and for provisions on the Commis- 
sioners for Victualling, the same payable to us in money at 30 
days sight, taking four bills of the same tenour and transmitting 
them to us by different ships. 

9. And you are hereby possitively directed to adjust aU 
accounts any way relative to the squadron with the propper 
officers and procure bills as beforementioned for what shall 
appear due to the Company for the ballance of such accounts, or 
at least lett them be scf authentically certifyed that wee may 
not be put to the trouble of litigating such accounts in England, 
which wee too frequently were to our great loss in the late war. 

10. What wee have here said with regard to supplying His 

Majesty’s ships with money, stores, provisions and necessarys 
and adjusting accotmts with the propper officers must be the 
rule you are to observe with respect to all accounts relative 
to His Majesty’s land forces (if they shall happen to come to 
your Presidency) and bills are to be drawn at the same rate of 
6s. 6d. per weighty dollar upon the [ ] the Broad of 

Ordnance or such other of His Majesty’s officers in England 
whose province it is to discharge such bills or adjust such 
accounts. 

11. You are to carry it with great respect to Col. Adlercron 
and you are to treat all the officers of His Majesty’s forces in 
a gentleman like and friendly manner and take the utmost care 
to promote and cultivate a good understanding between the 
king’s and our own forces. 

12. You are to make an allowance to Col. Adlercron after the 
rate of 40s. a day sterling which wee desire his acceptance of, to 
defray the expence of house rent and for keeping a table for 
himself, the lieut col., major and such other officers as he shall 
think propper, which allowance is to commence on his arrival 
upon the Choromandel coast and be continued during his stay 
in India and is to be in full consideration of all expences what- 
soever, our meaning being that your are to pay the same for the 
time of his residence in Bengal. 
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Tp O the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the 
Hon’ble the United Company of Merchants of England 
Trading to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours 

1. As it is probable a vessel may be dispatched for Europe 
by the President and Council of Fort St. George or some other 
nation settled on the Coast and a conveyance offering from 
hence to Vizagapatam, we think it our duty to give Your 
Honours some account of an event which must be of the utmost 
consequence to your trade. It is with the greatest concern we 
find ourselves under the necessity of transmitting Your Honours 
such disagreeable news and shall beg leave to confine our- 
selves to generals for the present, referring to a future address 
for the particulars of the affair. 

2. Upon the receipt of your packet by the Delawar we 
thought it necessary to put ourselves in the best posture of 
defence we could and for that purpose gave directions to have 
the line of guns towards the river repaired and strengthened. 
While we were carrying on this work a perwannah arrived 
from the Nabob Surajud Dowla (who had succeeded to the 
Government upon the death of Aly Verdi Cawn) forbidding 
us to erect any new works, or dig a ditch which he was in- 
formed we were doing- 

3. As we esteemed this a very unreasonable prohibition, the 
President made the following reply by the approbation and 
consent of the Board that we were not erecting any new forti- 
fications, but only repairing our wharf which had been much 
damaged by the freshes, and that he had been misinformed in 
regard to the ditch, having dug none since the invasion of the 
Marattoes, which had been executed by the requests of our 
inhabitants and with the approbation of Aly Verdi Cawn him- 
self, that we had received advice of there being a likelihood of 
a rupture between the French and us and as they had disregard- 
ed the neutrality of the Mogul’s dominions in the last war by 
attacking Madrass, we were under some apprehensions of their 
making some attempt upon our settlement, should there be 
s declaration of war between the two nations, for which reason 
we thought it necessary to be upon our guard and make our 
place as defensible as we could. 
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4. The Nabob was at that time encamped at Kajamaul and 
the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar a few days after informed us 
that he was much incensed at the foregoing reply and had 
ordered their factory to be invested with a party of horsemen. 
This was confirmed in a second letter fi’om them with advice 
that a large body of troops were actually placed upon them 
and that more were daily expected, for which reason they 
desired a reinforcement of military and a supply of stores. 
Another letter from those gentlemen advised us that troops 
were daily stationed on them, that the Nabob himself was 
returning from Rajamaul, that a train of artillery was ordered 
to be planted against them and that he threatened to attack 
their factory as soon as he arrived. In this letter they requested 
us to complain against Hukumbeg and his duan for their extor- 
tions of late years as they looked upon them to be the instiga- 
tors of these disturbances. 

5. Upon the receipt of this letter we transmitted them a 
blank arasdass for tliem to insert the complaint against 
Hukumbeg and his duan, as they who were on the spot must 
be the best judges what to write and directed them to remons- 
trate in that arasdass the injury done us in surrounding our 
factory upon so frivolous and unjust a pretence the falsity of 
which he might be satisfied of by sending a person to examine 
and report the works we were carrying on. We likewise order- 
ed them to endeavour all in their power to accomodate the 
matter, but on no account to mention the demolition of any 
works; that in the present situation of affairs we thought it 
more adviseable to sooth the Nabob than to pi’ovoke him, which 
sending up a reinforcement might occasion and therefore we 
thought it best to defer the supply they had requested and 
directed them that in case the Nabob carried matters to 
extremity and attacked their factory, to make the best defence 
they could till the waters rose and then to retreat with their 
garrison to Calcutta. 

6. Two other letters arrived from Mr. Watts and his Councl 
with intelligence of a further number of troops having sur- 
rounded their factory and that the Nabob was daily expected 
at Muxadavad when it was imagined they would actually be 
attacked. In the former of these letters they informed us that 
one of the • principal jummadars placed upon them told their 
doctor the Nabob was angry with the English on no other ac- 
count than a draw bridge we had built at Perrins and an 
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••octagon at Mr- Kelsall’s Garden and that if we would destroy 
those works, the forces would be immediately taken oif their 
factory; in consequence of which information they gave it as 
.their opinion, if the President would address the Nabob and 
promise to demolish the draw bridge and octagon, the affair 
would be accomodated. 

7. This letter was taken into consideration by the Board and 
for many strong reasons it was judged more adviseable to 
promise the demolition of those woi'ks than hazard a rupture 
with the Nabob at a juncture that we were so little prepared 
for it. Accordingly an arassdass was wrote to that effect and 
triplicate of it forwarded to the Chief and Council at Cossim- 
buzar for them to get delivered. These letters Messrs. Watts 
and Collet acquaint us were not received while the factory 
remained in our hands. 

8. On the 7th June we received the disagreeable news of 
Cossimbuzar factory being delivered up to the Nabob who had 
made Mr. Watts a prisoner upon his going to visit him, that 
ihe Nabob on his arrival before Cossimbuzar demanded the 
Chief to come out and see him, the Nabob’s Duan who com- 
manded the van of the army writing the Chief a letter that he 
might come out with great safety, that he would introduce him 
to the Nabob. Upon this it was thought proper to send the 
surgeon of the factory to the Duan who returned and assured 
the Chief he might go out with great security. From these as- 
surances and the pachowterah droogah (or Collector of the 
Customs) being sent by the Duan to the Chief with a present 
of beetle and to conduct him to the Duan who was to introduce 
him to the Nabob, he by the advice and opinion of all the gentle- 
men of the factory and officer of the garrison went and was 
by the Duan presented to the Nabob who ordered him into 
confinement and forced him to sign a muchulka to the following 
purport, that wa should give no protection to the King’s sub- 
jects. that we should destroy any new fortifications we had 
raised and fill up the new ditch, and that if it could be proved 
we had granted dustucks to any persons that were not entitled 
to them, the loss sustained by the Government in the custom 
should be made good by the Company. These lettnrs likewise 
informed us the Nabob intended to march to Calcutta with his 
whole army which now amounted to 50,000 men besides a very 
large train of artillery. 



30 NOVEMBER 1756 


1041 

tconveyance and at the sanie time referred to a particular nar- 
Tative of the causes and various accidents which brought on 
the heavy loss you have sustained. This I promise to forward as 
soon as my health would enable me. The slow recovery of my 
«ight, much impaired by the shock and injury my nerves suffer- 
■ed that fatal night in the Black Hole and from being exposed 
to the sun on my passage to Muxadavad, must plead my pardon 
ior your not receiving the narrative I promised by the ship dis- 
patched, I understand, sometime this month from your Presi- 
•^dency of Fort St. George and by which I am sensible you will 
receive many different narratives and accounts of the causes of 
•oiir misfortunes. Leaving those to your impartial considera- 
tion, I now set down to discharge this part of my duty, humbly 
-entreating you will believe me determined to pay the strictest 
regard to the truth to the best of my knowledge and that I 
will not by any representation, either in reasoning or facts, 
•endeavour to mislead your judgments or influence them either 
in favour of myself or to the disfavour of any one else further 
than justice to myself and the state and nature of things will 
make it unavoidable, shuning, as much as possible, any repeti- 
tion of matters already transmitted you in my letters of the 
17th July and 3rd of August last, which I request may be kept 
in your view as I do not find any cause to retract any essential 
part of them. 

2. Mahabut Jung (better known by the name of Aly Verdy 
-Cawn) demising on the 9th of April last, was succeeded in the 
.government of the Subaship by his grand son Surajud Dowla 
without opposition excepting from the young Begum, relict of 
.'Shaw Amet Jung^, uncle of Surajud Dowla. This princess, fore- 
;seemg her liberty and the immense wealth of her lately deceas- 
-ed husband would fall a sacrifice to the new Suba, had meditat- 
•ed for some time the raising another to the Subaship and witK 
"this view retired before the death of the old Suba to her palace 
(some distance from the city) named Mootee Giel, with' 
Haagbullob, the dewan of the late husband, Nazzur Aly Cawn 
nnd others the mpst faithful! of her officers and domesticks, 
where she fortifyed herself and raised some troops to oppose 
rthe succession of her nephew. When the dispute was near 
•coming to extremity the old begum, relict of Ally Verdy Cawn 
interposed with her mediation by which and the promises of 
rSurajud Dowla that the princess shoxild remain in full posses- 
sion and security of life liberty and property, she was prevail- 
■125 D of A 
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9. Upon the receipt of this intelligence w6 thought it ex- 
pedient to put our town (which was extremely open towards, 
the land) in the best posture of defence we could by throwing: 
up such outworks as the shortness of our time would admit of, 
conformable to plans laid before us for that purpose which was- 
accordingly executed. The militia were likewise summoned 
and trained and everything in our power prepared to sustain, 
our attack in case the Nabob should be rash enough to carry 
matters to that extremity. 

10. The 16th of June the van of his army appeared before’ 
the redoubt at Perrins and about one in the afternoon attempt- 
ed to force a passage that way in the town, but were bravely 
repulsed by the party stationed there, numbers of them being; 
killed, which made them decamp in the night from thence, and 
enter the town from the eastward, at which quarter it was^ 
not in our power to prevent their getting in. On the morning, 
of the 18th they begun the attack of our lines and after a very 
warm fire the whole day, one of our batteries were obliged tO" 
retreat which made it necessary to recall the rest that they 
might not be cut off by the enemy in the rear. 

11. The next morning they commenced a brisk fire upottt 
the fort which they continued the whole day and great part 
of Sunday the 20th. And having gained possession of the 
several houses near the factory and the Church, they destroyed^ 
a great many of our officers and private men, who being harass- 
ed out with continual duty and the enemy overpowering uS:- 
with their numbers, the walls were scaled on the evening of.' 
the 20th and the fort surrendered upon promise of their civih 
treatment of the prisoners. 

12. We have now given Your Honours a summary relations 
of the Nabob’s proceedings at Cossimbuzar, his march against* 
Calcutta, the attack and capture of that place. 

13. There being some country vessels in the river, such of' 
the inhabitants as could escape have been confined in them and’ 
suffered the greatest distress, most of them having lost every 
thing they had and scarce saved the cloaths on their backs,*, 
which has induced us to take the liberty of maintaining them 
at Your Honours’ expence, which we flatter ourselves will not* 
be disapproved of when it is considered how general the* 
calamity has been and what numbers had it not in their power' 
to subsist themselves by any means whatever. 
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ed on to disband her troops, submitted to the banishment 
from the provinces of Nazzur Ally Cawn, and two other ofi&cers 
and returned to the city where she was no sooner arrived’ 
than she was made a prisoner and her pallace and possessions- 
seized and confiscated to the Suba’s use. 

3. The new Suba having, on his succession to the govern- 
ment, sent a seerpavr and advice thereof to Shocut Jung®, his 
cozen, the Nabob of Purranea, this latter returned the seerpaw 
and disavowed submission to him as Suba of the provincesj as- 
serting his government to be left by Ally Verdy Cawn inde- 
pendant of him. Tills occasioned the resentment of Surajud 
Dowla who resolved to reduce him by force and after he had 
laid the storm the young Begum had attempted to raise against* 
him he immediately marched against Shocut Jung with a-, 
strong army which had been raised by the old Suba as for- 
seeing the difficultie his grandson would have to encounter after- 
his death. Here I must leave the Suba on his march and go- 
back in point of time to matters no less necessary to investigate- 
the real causes of his subsequent march to Calcutta, which is- 
so blended with some incidents attending the late change of 
government at Muxadavad that it is impossible to give a dis- 
tinct view of the one, without a short recital of the other. 

4. On the death of Shaw Amet Jung (more generally known- 
by the name of Newaris Mahomet Ca-wn) and during the life 
of the old Suba, Surajud Dowla, who had in effect the reins* 
of the government in his hands long before the decease of his- 
grandfather, seized on Raagbullob above mentioned, the chier 
minister of Shaw Amet Jung, and by imprisonment and other 
despotic and severe methods endeavoured to force from him a* 
confession and discovery of Shaw Amet Jung’s riches but the- 
minister, faithfull to his deceased master, could not be brought- 
to any confession injurious to the interest of his surviving' 
family, and after a few days’ sufferings, obtained his liberty 
'by the intercession of the young Begum with her father and. 
mother. Ally Verdy Ca-wn and his Begum, but Raagbullob, 
being sensible the resolution he had shewn for the interest of 
•the family of his deceased master (between whom and Surajud 
Dowla there had been a long hatred and anirnosity) would 
never be forgiven by Surajud Dowla, thought incumbent on 
him to pro-vide as well as he could for the safety of himself, 
.and in resentment for the usage he had imjustly received for 
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14. Our remaining here so long has been owing to out- 
judging it absolutely necessary to keep the river in order to^ 
re-establish ourselves in these provinces, for which purpose we- 
have applied to the President and Council of Fort St. George* 
to assist us with all the force they can possibly spare from the.- 
calls of their own coasts and have deputed Charles Manningham. 
Esqr. to satisfye them of the necessity of exerting themselves-, 
on this occasion for recovering Your Honours’ settlements, 
rights and privileges in these provinces. As yet we have* 
received no answer fi'om those gentlemen though we daily 
expect one and we hope they will not refuse or delay sending; 
us down a considerable body of troops as soon as they received 
our letter upon that head, as their arrival at this juncture.- 
would enable us to re-establish Your Honours in all the- 
previledges and immunities of the royal phirmaund, the country 
being involved in troubles by the appointment of another Subahs 
from Dilly^ who is joined by some royal troops and several, 
considerable jummadars that have deserted Surajud Dowla. 
There is likewise an invasion expected from the Marrattoes ass 
soon as the rains take off and by the intelligence we have? 
received from Cossimbuzar the Nabob is greatly embarassed. 

15. We have likewise applied to the President and Council 
of Bombay for a supply of troops, and in case those two> 
Presidencys give us the necessary assistance, we may hope im 
a short time to acquaint Your Honours of our being resettled, 
upon a secure and respectable footing. 

16. The gentlemen at Luckipore and Bulramgurry have:- 
safely withdrawn their factories pursuant to our orders and’ 
brought away all their military stores wth what cash and” 
effects were laying in their I’espective factories. Those at 
Dacca could not do the same for want of conveyances, all their- 
boats being seized by the Nabob of that place, but were obliged' 
to surrender after they heard of the loss of Fort William, 

17. By the next conveyances we shall transmit Your- 
Honours copys of our proceedings since the loss of Calcutta, 
with the cash account and what other papers are material; and 
are with the greatest respect. 

May it please Your Honours 

, Your faithfull and most obedient humble servants,. 
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his integrity to the young Begum readily entered into her 
councils to oppose the succession, and finding the death of the 
old Suba was near at hand and recollecting his own family and 
greatest part of his wealth were exposed to danger at Dacca, 
his first care was to draw them to a place of security, in order 
to which he applyed to Mr. Watts, your Chief at Cossimbuzar, 
telling him his family were going from Dacca to worship at 
Jaggcrnaut and should take Calcutta in the way,. requesting at 
the same time that they might there find a proper reception. 
Mr. Watts accordingly wrote the President and I think to Mr. 
Manningham, to much the same eitect. These letters arrived 
during the absence of your President at Ballasore and much 
about the time that Kissendass, the eldest son of RaagbuUob, 
and the family reached Calcutta from Dacca; at least I know 
no otherwise, for on the evening I think of the 13th March my 
people at the waterside chowkeys bi'ought me intelligence that 
Raagbullob’s family was arrived from Dacca and that they had 
received orders from Mr. Manningham for their admittance- 
who, having occasion to summon a Council the next morning 
for the dispatch of the Negrais supplys, showed me Mr. Watts’" 
letter to the President, who likewise communicated the same 
to me on his return to the settlement. This letter I now under- 
stand the President has lost amongst the rest of his papers,, 
though I often since the commencement of our troubles, as; 
he must recollect, urged to him the necessity of preservmg it. 
in his own and our vindication. However as I had twice perus- 
ed it and had since occasion enough to retain in my memory 
the first impression I had received of it, I can venture to assert; 
it was near the following purport: 

“That he, Mr. Watts, had been applyed to, by Raagbul- 
lob, ths Chuta Begum’s’ dewan, who advised him that his- 
family had left Dacca with intention to* go to worship at 
Jaggernaut and should take Calcutta on his way and re- 
quested he would write to the Governor touching their 
reception there and that they might be supplyed with 
boats or aught else they might have occasion for on their 
expedition, that in compliance \vith Raagbullob’s intima- 
tion and request he wrote and recommended his family 
being received with all possible respect and regara. 
only on account of his influence with the Chuta Briram, 
but as his power at Dacca might be of the utmest 
quence to our hon’ble masters’ affairs there.” 
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Roger Drake Junr./Wm. Watts/ James Killpatrick/Richd. 
Becher/Paul Richard Pearkes/W. Frankland/M. Collk/J. 2. 

_ Holwell/W. Mackett/P. Amyatt/Thos./Boddam. 

-Fulta, 

:the 17th September, 1756. 

(Ref. Copies of records obtained from India Office, Letters 
to Court, Vol. 4, 1755 — 57 pp. 222 et seq. 

Published in Hill, Bengal in 1756-57, Vol. I, pp. 214—19. 
Abstracts of paragraphs 1, 2, 8 — 11 published in Wilson, Old Fort 
William, Vol. II, pp. 60 — 1.) 
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LETTER DATED 25 OCTOBER 1756 _ 

Fulta, the 25th October, 1756 

T ^ Roger Drake Esqr. and Council at Fulta. 

Hon'ble Sir and Sirs, 

1. On a late uerusal of your Fulta Consultation on the 14th 
July I find myself called upon (amongst others of the surviving 
members of the Council of War held in Calcutta the 18th of 
.June last) to attest the assertion of Messrs. Manningham and 
Frankland touching their being ordered by that Council of War 
■“to embark the European women on board the Dodaly and 
Diligence with a detachment of 30 men to guard the said ships, 
with directiras to move the Dodaly clear of the small ci'aft 
with which she was encumbered and of the enemy’s fire”. 
Most sorry I am, gentlemen, to find myself obliged to speak on 
.a subject so very disagreeable to my memoiy, but the whole 
proceedings of that Council appearing to my conception of so 
extraordinary a nature, joined to the consideration of my 
-minute and dissent in Council the [20th] August last (against 
any allowance being made the owners of the Dodaly for her loss 
and damages) that I cannot remain silent without incuring my 
own censure, as well as the imputation from you of much in- 
justice in my minute above referred to. Thus far I thought 
it necessary to apologize for giving you trouble at this junc- 
ture and shall with your leave proceed to speak with that 
strict regard which every gentleman owes to truth not only 
to the particulars I am called on by those gentlemen to attest 
but to the whole proceedings of that Council of the 14th July 
.and consider the defence Messrs Manningham and Frankland 
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In consequence of this recommendatory letter and the reasons 
urged by Mr. Watts, they wore received in the settlement and 
treated with all possible regard- Whether Mr. Watts know or 
can be supposed to have judged that Raagbullob’s family going 
to Jaggemaut to worship was a pretence only to facilitate their 
■obtaining a pi’otection in Calcutta, I cannot say, but I recollect 
the President’s communicating to mo another letter ho received 
from Mr. Watts about the time the death of the old Suba wa.-? 
deemed inevitable, wherein he advised it expedient “that Kis- 
sendass and the rest of Raagbullob’s family should have no 
longer protection in Calcutta, as it was very uncertain what a 
turn things would take after the demise of the Suba.” The 
President will, I doubt not, do mo the justice of acknowledg- 
ing I enforced this salutary advice and pressed more than once 
the dismission of this family, foreseeing they would bo de- 
manded, and Mr. Manningham and myself had many uneasy 
•conferences on the pi'otection being continued to them, fearing 
it might be productive of troublesome consequences and pos- 
sibly embroil us with the new Government, should they re- 
main in the settlement untill the Suba's decease. Why the 
President delayed their dismission I am at a loss to account 
for, but certain it is, had they been obliged to quit the place, 
a handle would have been token away from many who have 
been too ready to urge and maintain the protection given to 
this family as the greatest, n'ay, the solo cause that drew on 
us the Suba’s resentment, which I doubt not of convincing 
your Hon’ble Court is very distant from the truth. Their dis- 
mission would however have saved us from a most difficult 
situation which we presently fell into; for we no sooner 
received advice of the death of Ally Verdy Cawn than we had 
notice also of the stand made against Surajud Dowla’s succes- 
sion by the young Begum and her party, of which Raagbullob 
was the chief minister and favourite of his mistress, so that 
it became at that juncture a dangerous step to the Company’s - 
interest to turn his family out of the settlement, the more 
especially as for some days advices from all quarters were in 
favour of the Begum’s party, notwithstanding which, as the 
new Suba had been proclaimed in the city, the President 
wrote the usual congratulatory letter to him, which was 
favourably received. 

5- Here it became needfull to recite that, some little time 
before the old Suba’s death, the President received a private 
letter from Mr. Watts to the following purport, “that there 
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there make for depriving the Company’s forts, effects and 
garrison of the succour of that ship and then submit the 
justice of my said minute and dissent to the determination of 
yourselves and my hon’ble employers. 

2. That the European women was order-ed to be embarkedl 
by the Council of War of the 18th is true but that Messrs. 
Manningham and Frankland should embark them was no part 
of the order. .Those gentlemen tendered themselves for that 
service to which none objected publickly though myself with 
many others thought their stations both civil and militaiy wei'e- 
of such importance as might well have excused them from that 
sendee. 

3. That there was any particular order relative to the- 
Diligence I do not remember and think I can truelj’’ attest the 
contrary. Mrs. Drake, Mrs. Mapletoft, Mrs. Coates and Mrs. 
Wedderburn with their familys being embarked on board that 
vessel was purely the result of my own advice to them, imagin- 
ing the Dodaly would be extreamly crowded and they had my 
order to be recei\>'ed on board, the ship being under my direc- 
tions. 

4. That a detatchment of 30 men was ordered for the defence 
of those ships I do not remember and should certainly have 
objected to any such measure had it been proposed whilst I, 
was in the Council of War as it certainly was both impruden*- 
and nejedless. Imprudent, as it would have been a consider- 
able weakening a fatigued garrison who had barely a relief 
for duty, and needless, whilst the ships remained under the 
cover of our fort. 

5. That those gentlemen had directions to remove the Dodaly ' 
clear of the small craft with which she was encumbered and 
of the enemy’s fire are assertions to me totally new and I can 
truely attest was no part of the order of the Council of War, 
nor know I from what quarter such directions went, but if she- 
really was encumbered with small craft, there would surely 
have been more propriety in moving them than her own. On 
supposition th?t propriety was not attended to, yet surely 
whatever directions those gentlemen had did not nor could 
imply that they were to remove her low as Mr. Margass’s: 
house, a station where she was more exposed to the enemyV- 
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was a multitude of the Governments’ spys at Calcutta, that 
the small strength of its fortifications and garrison and the 
easy capture of it, were the publick discourse of the city and 
Durbar and that it behooved Mr. Drake to be upon his guard, 
and by some means prevent the Government’s spys bringing 
daily intelligence to the Durbar of the weak situation of the 
place”. This letter the President communicated to me, and 
gave me orders to make a strict enquiiy after such as might 
justly be suspected and that had no real call of business in the 
place, and also that I would issue orders to the several 
chowkeys to admit none to land or be admitted into the town 
without his orders. These insti'uctions I immediately obeyed, 
and several suspected pei'sons were in consequence of them 
turned out of the place, and none admitted without a strict 
examination. 

6. On Raagbullob’s withdrawing himself with the young 
Begum to Mootie Giel, Surajud Dowla dispatched Narran Sing, 
brother to Rajaram, the Fowzdaar of Midnapore, to Calcutta 
with a perwannah, the contents of which were to demand Kis- 
scndass and his family to be delivered up. Between 8 and 9 
on the evening of, I think, the 14th of April the President 
being at Barasut'* and Mr, Manningham at his country resi- 
dence, Omychund came and advised me that Narran Sing had 
got, in the disguise of a European dress, into the settlement 
and had the Suba’s perwannah to demand Raagbullob’s family, 
and was at his house, asking me whether I would admit his 
bi-inging him to visit me. As he had got enterance into the 
place, I thought it adviseable to see him and Omychund 
brought him accordingly in about half an hour. I received 
him with the respect due to a brother of Rajaram, an officer 
in much trust and confidence with both the late and present 
Suba. He tendered me his perwannah but I excused myself 
from receiving it, as it was addressed to the Governor who, I 
told him, would be in town in the morning on which he took 
his leave well satisfyed. In the morning early I sent for the 
jemmautdaar of the chowkey where Narran Sing landed and 
was going to punish him for admitting any one in the settle- 
ment without orders, when he informed me that Narran Sine 
came in the disguise of a common Bengali pikar, that he oppos- 
ed his landing but that soon after Omychund’s servants osme to 
him with a message signifying that he was a relation of his 
house and that he might admit him. Soon after, on advise 
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.-fire had they taken the advantage, deprived of the benefit of 
•our guns and small arms and rendered useless as to the defence 
•or succour of the settlement and contrary to Mr. Manningham’s 
•express promise to me that she should not stir from under the 
•cover of the fort. 

6. Touching the other part of the charge laid against those 
gentlemen by the colony as a just objection to Mr. Manningham 
•being sent to the Presidency of Fort St. George viz., that of 
-their refusing joining the Councils whe[n] sent for, I can form 
-no judgment further than I can collect from the defence of 
•those gentlemen as entered in the Consultation of the 14th 
•July, being a stranger to the nature of the orders the Presi- 
-dent sent by Captain -Wedderburn and' subsequently by Mr. 
Holme for their return to the fort. I was myself but just come 
in from the center battery when the Council of War in the 
•evening of the 18th was called and having been the proceed- 
ing night and day exhausted with continued fatigue, without 
' -Test or food, as soon as the Council of War broke up I I’etired 
:in hopes of getting a little repose, not doubting but the resolu- 
i:ion of it would have been strictly obeyed which were that the 
European women, the Company’s treasure and I think their 
essential books and papers should be embarked that night on 
•board the Dodaly but whether this last was entered on the 
minutes of that Council I cannot be possitive, but perfectly 
-recollect a discourse I had with Mr. Manningham on the pro- 
priety of it just as the Council broke up, and indeed I ever 
"thought untill I joined your Councils here that both the trea- 
-sure and books had been embarked, and here I. cannot omit 
remarking that better no reason at all had been given for the 
"neglect of a measure of such importance to the Company than 
-that which stands on the Consultation of the [20th] August. 
'But it is time I come to consider the pleas made use of by 
“Messrs. Manningham and Frankland for their not returning 
to the fort which are that “a little after one in the morning 
Mr. Lindsay came on board and informed them he left a 
'General Assembly sitting, that the captain of the artillery had 
'reported there was not two days’ ammunition, that many of the 
military and militia were in liquor and mutinous, that it was 
the unanimous opinion the fort was not tenable, that -a retreat 
•was resolved on, that Mr. Holwell was strenuous of its being 
made immediately and opposed by Mr. Baillie particularly, that 
tthe whole of the common people were in confusion, and that 
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that* the President was returned to town, I waited on him with 
the report of this transaction and found with him Messrs. 
.Manningham and Frankland. We were all a good deal embaras- 
.’sed how to act on this occasion, the same reasons that 'before 
forbid the family being turned out of the place after the Suba’s 
death subsisted equally strong against delivering them up, as 
the contest was yet undecided between Surajud Dowla and 
the young Begum. The result at last of our deliberations was 
that as Narran Sing had stole like a thief and a spy into the 
settlement (and not like one in the publick character he pretend- 
ed and as bearing the Suba’s orders) the President should not 
receive him or his perwannah, which resolution was put in 
execution and the President sent one of his chubdaars to him 
with orders to quit- the settlement which he did, and instantly 
letters were dispatched to Mr. Watts to advise them of the 
affair with instructions to guard against any ill consequences 
which might arrise from it. 

7. The foregoing is, Hon’ble Sirs, a faithfull narative of the 
protection given to Kissendass the son and family of Raagbul- 
lob which has been industrously and maliciously by some, and 
•erroneously by others, circulated as the principal cause of the 
.loss of your settlements in Bengali, an event which, I -will soon 
demonstrate, had ei much deeper and more remote foundation, 
for on your Chief at Cossimbuzar making a proper representation 
of this affair at the Durbar, it hardly occasioned any emotion 
or displeasure in the Suba, nor ever had a place in any of the 
subsequent complaints forwarded to us through the channel 
of that subordinate. 

. 8. The probability of a breach with France had been the 

.subject of discourse ’for some time before it was confiimed to 
:'us iby the arrival of your letter on the Delawar, and about the 
•same time we received the news' of the taking Gyria® by His 
Majesty’s squadron; both became the subject of much specu- 
lation at the Durbar where the military and naval strength 
•of the English in India were greatly exaggerated and no small 
•pains taken to instill a .dread of it into the Government; arid 
if the agents for. the French • East ' India Company' (whose 
garrison at Chandanagore did not at this period amount to 
50 men) were not at the bottom of these reports, it is at least 
I hope no breach of charity to conclude they used every riieans 
in their pcwer to confirm them; at' least such was our informa- 
tion when it was confidently asserted in the Durbar at 




Molijhil, Murshidabad 
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defence before them pronounce it as their opinion that? those 
gentlemen had cleared themselves of the charge laid against 
them in that letter signed as I am informed by the greatest 
part the colony. 

‘ ■; i' am. with respect," - • " 

. . .... . , , ' , V Hpn^le Sir ahd' Sirs, .. 

. . .- . ■Yourmost-obedienthumbleseryarit;..' 

^ ' ..•'■■X-.Z. ,ftpiweU • 

. :.(:Ref. .Copies, of. records • obtained from India. Office, Letters. tO' 
. eou^t, .VoL 4, 1755-57, ;pp. 222—39. . . 

: .? ■ ^tciiblished in Hill, Bengal in 1756-57, VoL I, .pp. 244^47 .and 
• in.Hplweii, inSfa Tracts, pp. '337 — 42.) ’ . • ‘ 



; ; Better dated so November i7^ 

. /Successful . succession :Pf . JSiraj-^-daulah-r-Pre^ent’s • im- 
..pfudent "reply - to the NawaVs order demanding demolition of 
_q.ll.:nev> works of fortification—reai causes of the: quarrel with 
■-.the Nawah— tactical f. strategical',' and other errors responsible 
■'-fprrthe surrender of the fort — eeiisure of the conduct of Roger ■ 
/Drake .'and;-, others— -irhprisonment of . soldiers and. deaths by 
siiff.ocation ./ - - ’ - ■ 

•'T’ P the ■ Hon’bie the' Court' : of Directors .for Affairs of .the- 
_ ''-Hoh’ble. .the 'United' Cotnpany-of. .Merchants of -. England. 
..Trading to 'the' -East'- Indies.. 

■’ ■ .. ■' .■ ■ ; ' Hon ’ble. Sirs,. . ; , - ,• 

" I'. ■ immediately bii my 'being released; from' my imprison- 
ment at fetters at Muxadavad I addressed your tv/o Presidencys 
of Bombay and Fort St. George on the subject of the loss of 
your possessions in these provinces, under date the 17th July 
last and again on my arrival at Hughly under date the 3rd 
August when I duely forwarded to them duplicates of those 
I dispatched from Muxadavad and requested the advices I gave- 
them might be transmitted to you by the most expeditious- 
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13. As it would be a discouragement to His Majesty’s forces to 
serve at less pay than our own, wee have agreed at our own 
expence to make good to them the difference. You are there- 
fore to pay out of our cash on the Company’s account to the 
officers and soldiers of the regiment under Col. Adlercron after 
the following rates viz., 


s d 

To the Captain of each company 2 — a day 

Lieutenant i — 

Ensign i — 

Sergeants — 2 each 

Corporals — 2 do 

Drummers — 2 

Private men — 2 

and to the Adjutant to the \ 

regiment J i a day 


14. You are likewise to pay on the Company’s account the 
undermentioned additional allowances to the offiaers. cadets 
and gunners of the detachment from the Royal Regiment of 


Artillery viz., 

s d 

I First Lieutenant i per diem 

I Second do i 

3 Lieutenant Fireworkers 8 each 

Gentlemen Cadets and Gimners 2 each 


15. You are to observe what wee said before that the before- 
mentioned allowances are only to put His Majesty’s forces with 
respect to pay upon the same footing as our own, and you are 
further to observe that no advanced pay is to be allowed to 
any other persons than as before directed. 

16. You must take care that the said forces are propperly 
accommodated with barracks or places to live in (during their 
residence with you) arid in general that they be treated with 
humanity, and as much care taken of them as of our own, and 
you are likewise to provide convenient magazines and places 
for His Majesty’s stores so as they may be in the custody and 
care of their own propper officers. 

17. The French Company have lately transmitted to us their 
project of a convention between, the East India Companys of 
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France and England for restoring union between them and 
putting an end to the troubles on the coast of Choromandel, in 
answer to that concerted here with the French commissarys and 
transmitted to France so long ago as the beginning of November 
last. Wee are opening again our conferences with the French 
commissarys but at present wee can form no judgement of what 
may be the event of them. 

18. Wee are well assured that the commanders of such of our 
Europe ships as are employed in country voyages load them 
with their own private trade in a most unreasonable . manner; 
hence in a great measure have arisen the backwardness of the 
people in India to freight such ships, and the losses the 
Company have generally sustained by paying more for the 
demorage than has been received for their earnings. You are 
therefore to take notice that wee have a right not only to the 
charterparty tonnage, but to the tonnage of the whole ship except- 
ing the three tons allowed to the commander, officers and ship’s 
company for each 100 tons as stipulated in charterparty, and 
as we do and shall insist upon such right, you must take parti- 
cular care to prevent all encroachments upon it, and if the 
commander and ship's company shall make use of more tonnage 
than they are as aforesaid allowed, you are to cause the surplus 
to be taken out, and you are hereby directed to transmit to us 
an exact calculate of the tonnage of the private trade laden 
upon or received from every ship, that wee may be able to do 
the Company justice, as wee certainly will, against such persons 
who shall encroach upon our just right in this particular. 

19. The ships Norfolk and York were so encumbered with 
goods that the commanders have been under the necessity of 
returning to us, before their departure from Gravesend, all the 
cordage mentioned in their bills of loading. 

20. We now proceed to make a few remarks upon the 
principal points in the letter from you by the Oxford whicli 
lately came to our hands. 

21. In reply to the 20th paragraph of that letter wee say that 
unless the penaltys, which the merchants stipulate to pay in case 
of a failure in delivering in the goods contracted for in the 
limited times, are duly recovered, as well for the ready money 
as the dadney goods, wee shall be always liable to disappoint- 
ments The stating their accounts with interest in case they 
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;MuxncJavnci and £j,iincd belief that the English had sixteen 
.ships of war and a strong land force coming to Bengali. 

0. On tile receipt of your letter by the Delawar we began 
to pul the settlement into ns good a posture of defence as we 
•could and ns the parapet and ambrazcurcs as well as the gun 
carriages of the line to the westward of the fort was much 
out of repair, they became tlie first object of our attention. A 
number of worlzmen were employed and I believe the parapet 
and ambrazuros (the greatest part of which we were obliged 
to pull down) more than half run up when the President was 
surprized with a pcnvannnh from the Suba to the follov/ing 
purport: 

"Tliat ho had been informed we wore building a wall 
and digRing a largo ditch round the town of Calcutta, that 
ho did not approve of our carrying on those works with- 
out his permission and ordered Mr. Drake to desist im- 
mediately and destroy what he had already done”- 

10. The French having strengthened their fort by an 
additional bastion which at this lime they had compleated, 
received at the same juncture we did a porwannah to the like 
ciTcct. both of them having been dispatched by the Suba as he 
was on his march against the Purranea Nabob; and the answer 
to them reached the Suba on the same day at Rajamaal, a city 
about three days’ march from Muxadavad; and the French by 
the completion of their bastion being enabled to desist im- 
mediately, answered him accordingly, assuring him at the same 
lime that they had built no new works, and had only repaired 
one of their bastions which had been injured by lightning, 
with which answer he appeared satisfyed. 

11. The reply your President returned to the Suba’s 
rperwannah was to the best of my remembrance as follows: 

“That the Suba had been mis-informed in respect to 
our rebuilding a wall round our town and that we had 
dug no ditch since the invasion of the Marottoes at which 
lime we executed such a work, at the particular request 
of our inhabitants and with the knowledge and approba- 
tion of Ally Verdy Cawn that, in the late war between 
our nation and the French, they had attacked and taken 
-the town of Madras, contrary to the neutrality we ex- 
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22. I believe, Hon’ble Sirs, it will by this appear clearly 
evident to you that the government [governing] principle in the 
Suba was political and the real object o£ his proceedings the 
demolition of your forts and garrisons, as his demands always 
expressed, not tliat I will be hardy enough to aver he had no 
concurring subordinate causes that had a special colour of 
resentment; and this reflection leads me to consider the other 
two articles of the machullka, as their being inserted carry the 
appearance of complaint, though never before urged by him in 
any of his demands, as transmitted us by your servants at 
Cossimbuzar. 

23. That the abuse of dustiefcs should be one cause of com- 
plaint, I am not surprized at. The face of your Consultations, 
just before the dispatch of your last year’s ships, will give 
you, Hon’ble Sirs, my sentiments of the ill use made of this 
indulgence to your sor\'ants. My minute and motion on this 
subject was, after the dispatch of your ships, taken into con- 
sideration and such remedys and checks resolved on as were 
judged might put a stop to the abuse. 

24. That we should not protect the King’s subjects, is an 
article will bear a much larger discussion. This prohibition in 
the extent it might have been carryed by the Government 
whenever they were inclined to obstruct your business, or 
plunder your merchants, would have rendered your trade most 
precarious. Had the article been explained so as to prohibit 
our giving protection to those who were actually servants to 
the Government, or others not bom in or for a term of years 
settled under our colours, it would I think have carryed nothing 
unjust or unreasonable in it, but that by no means was the 
real intention of it. The article had a latitude in expression 
that would include your merchants and inhabitants whenever 
the Suba or his ministers were pleased to call on them, a call 
they would never fail in, on some pretence or other, whenever 
they had got anything worth taking, so that in truth, it would 
have been as impossible for us, consistent with your interests, 
to have subscribed to this article as to the other regarding the 
demolition of your fortifications; and the most favourable 

‘terms intended for us (which I could with the utmost dili- 
gence learn when at Muxadavad) were, that if we had paid an 
implicit obedience to .the Suba’s commands by delivering our 
forts and dismission of our garrisons, we should then have 
been permitted to trade on paying Armenian dutys, admitting 
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pacted would have been preserved in the MoguU’s domi- 
nions; ^d that there being at present great ap^Jearancfr 
of another war between the two Crowns, we were under 
some apprehensions they would act in the same manner 
in Bengali, to prevent which we were only repairing our 
line of guns to the water-side”. 

It is fniitless now to wish this answer had been debated in 
Council before it was sent, where I think much impropriety 
would have appeared in it, as the whole of it had a tendency 
to confirm the Suba in a belief of those insinuations which had. 
been already conveyed to him that the war between us and 
the French would probably be brought into Bengali,* besides; 
its carrying a tacit refiection on the Suba’s power or will to- 
protect us. The consequence was adequate, for he was much 
em’aged at the receipt of it and immediately ordered your- 
factory at Cossimbuzar to be invested, which was accordingly 
done oh the 22nd May by Roy Dullob, of which we received 
advice from the gentlemen there the 25th and several other 
subsequent letters informing us of additional forces being 
added on the factory from time to time, and that they expect- 
ed every moment to be attacked and that the Suba was on his- 
march to Muxadavad. The subject matter of complaint assign- 
ed in every letter still regarded the new works we were carry- 
ing on in Calcutta. 

12. On the first advice received from the gentlemen at 
Cossimbuzar, we forwarded to them copy of the President’s- 
answer to the Nabob’s perwannah and in our several dispatches 
recommended them to use every salutary means in their power 
to put a stop to the Suba’s resentment and obtain a currency 
to our business (which was now obstructed at every subordi- 
nate and aurung). We directed them to assure the Suba we. 
were carrying on no new works, that we had dug nb ditch, 
that otxr enemies had mis-represented us, that if he gave no 
credit to bur assertions, we ihtreated he would send any one* 
he could confide in to inspect them, and wrote the Suba re- 
peated letters to the like purpose. We also gave the gentlemen 
instnictions to remonstrate and expostulate strongly against 
this hard treatment, and to endeavour and trace out if possible 
whether one or other of the European nations was not at the- 
bottom of it with intent to embroil the Company’s affairs, and 
-Uenefit those of their employers, and to use all means ot. 
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a Fowzdaar into your settlement on the part of the Govern- 
ment and relinquishing to th^ all dulys of consulage, rwe- 
hues etc;, terms scandalous and injurious to your honour, as 
well as commerce, terms which we could never have submitted 
to, even if we had receive no allanii from the side of France, 
without sacrifizing the rights of your phirmaund, giving up 
every part of our trust and breaking through your repeated 
standing orders for more than thirty years past. 

25. Thus, Hon’ble Sirs, it will appear to you that submission 
could not have been paid by us to two articles of the machulka 
executed by your Chief and Council of Cossimbuzar and that 
we had many months before guarded against (as much as in 
us lay) the complaint laid in the third, if the honours and 
consciences of men were to be influenced by checks the most 
binding andi solemn; but it is plain the two articles of com- 
plaint were at the last inserted to give a colouring for enforc- 
ing the third (and only one the Suba untill then insisted on 
and had really, in view)- I am sensible, no small pains will be 
taken to throw the rise of your misfortunes here on every 
cause but the right. 

26. From the appearance of the Suba’s letter to Governor 
Pigott, your President seems to be solely culpable in drawing 
on his resentment, but neither justice or probability will justify 
the conclusion. Angry he certainly was at the terms of his 
letter, but had not his resentments been much deeper found- 
ed, the terms of this letter or the error of one of your servants 
would never of itself have provoked him, or can vindicate the 
cruel destruction, both public and private, attending his pro- 
ceedings which fell equally heavey as well on the natives sub- 
jects of the Mogull’s as on yourselves and us; and the immense 
plunder of Calcutta we know was one no small subordinate 
motive (instilled into him by two or three harpys in confidence 
about him) for his march against us, at a time when he was 
rapaciously plundering wherever he could, amassing wealth to 
enable him either to buy at Court his confirmation in the Suba- 
ship or keep such a standing force on foot as would secure it 
to him, in spite of any opposition or orders from thence- ' 

27. That matters might have been accommodated with the 
Suba for a sum of money, as was effected by the French and 
Dutch, I am likewise sensible will be strongly alledged against 
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knowing from his ministers if the Suba’s intention was to extort. 
a sum of money from us, conformable to the imjust and un-- 
usueI method of bis predecessors; with all giving them possi- 
tive orders to make no concession or give any promises touch- 
ing the demolition of our fortification. 

13. Thus, Hon’ble Sirs, you see us reduced to the necessity- 
either of resisting the arbitrary orders of the Suba or of' 
abandoning and leaving open your Presidency to the mercy of 
the French contrary to your orders and intimation to us by the- 
Delawar; for to all our remonstrances we could receive no. 
satisfaction from the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar but was still;, 
advised the Suba insisted on our demolishing our new works 
(when in fact we had made none) and fill up a ditch we had^ 
never dug. ; 


14. Under date I think the 1st of June, we received a letter - 
from your Chief and Council at Cossimbuzar, advising that Roy- 
Doolob had told Doctor Forth that the Suba’s resentment was. 
caused only by the draw bridge and works we had built at 
Baagbuzar and the octagon which Mr. Kelsall had rebuilt in 
his garden, and that i£ we would write the Suba we would 
demolish those works, the forces would be immediately with-, 
drawn; and the gentlemen likewise enforcing this a necessary 
and effectual expedient to put an end to the troubles, we in 
full Council took it into consideration and reflecting on th&- 
heavy loss and disadvantage you would sustain in your invest- 
ment by the continuance of the stoppage of your business and. 
judging those works and draw bridge at Baagbuzar so far 
detatched as to be of little use in the defence of the place 
against a European enemy, we tmanimously determined and, 
agreed to promise the demolition of them and the octagon at, 
Mr. Kelsall’s garden; and to that purport as soothing a letter as 
could be indited was instantly drawn up to the Suba from the. 
President and enclosed to Mr. Watts and his Council, to whom 
we also wrote advising them of our compliance and readyness-. 
to demolish those works which had given him displeasure. 
Triplicates of this arassdass and letter we dispatched in foim- 
hours to arrive in thirty six hours and ordered a large reward . 
to the cossids if they arrived in the time. 

15. We received another short letter under the same date- 
uiz., the 1st Jime, wherein the gentlemen informed i ” ^h'e- 
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tus, but by whomsoever it is, I will be bold to say they are 
•either ignorant of the chain of politicks and circumstances 
•wluch influenced and led him on, or never reasoned or thought 
:aupon them. The Suba’s whole conduct opposes this allega- 
lion. His ministers were by our orders sounded on the alter- 
rnative and your Chief and Council of Cossimbuzar advised us 
that he had declared money was not the thing he wanted, 
but that we should desist from our fortiflcations and destroy 
.our new works etc. 

28. The protection granted the family of Raagbullob (of 
which I have already given a faithfull account) will I also 
know be urged (with circumstances which never existed) as 
-matter of heavey complaint against us, though the Suba never 
. (that came to our knowledge) made complaint about it. I 
will not vindicate the protection being continued to them, un- 
till the decease of the old Suba; I have already, and I think 
justly, condemned it, but, this excepted, I will hope the cir- 
'cumstances attending and urging it will be sufficient to extenu- 
ate that part of our conduct. 

29. I am informed it has been cruelly asserted and publish- 

• cd by the French that the bringing down the Nabob and his 
-army and the desertion of the fort etc., had been long a con- 
certed scheme the President’s and the rest of the gentlemen 
of Council who went off in the shipping, and mention in proofi 
.as a corroborating circumstance, m5"self and the other gentle- 
men of Council being left a sacrafice behind (who they say used 
generally to oppose their measures), with this further addi- 
tion that they had embarked and carryed off with them the 
.greatest part of the wealth of the settlement. However little 

right these gentlemen have to expect from me a vindication 

• of their conduct, yet here common justice to mankind forbids 
•my silence, and urges me to defend them from a charge of 

which I from my heart believe to be infamously false, not 

• only as to the act, but the intention; nor would I even repeat 
a libel so scandalous and untrue, had I not received informa- 
tion that some of your owm servants had forwarded from your 
subordinates (for want of a better) the public narrative the 
French in Bengali sent to their superiors of the capture of 
"Fort William, in which narrative, I hear, the above cruel 
charge has a place in near the same terms I have recited it, 
•with many other causes assigned for this misfortune equally 
’.void of probability or truth. 
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forces on their factory amounted to 12,000 with a train of artil- 
Jlery and that positive orders were arrived to attack it, re- 
.questing they might be re-inforced with a hundred meii, on 
which a Council was summoned, their request taken into 
consideration and the five captains called in and desired to 
give their opinion whether it was impossible this reinforce- 
.ment could be thrown into the place. They withdrew and 
.after debating it amongst themselves gave us their opinion in 
writing, declaring the thing impracticable and that the force 
the gentlemen had in the fort was in their judgments sufficient 
to defend it against the troops brought against them. This 
-opinion we immediately dispatched to them, directed them, if 
they were attacked, to make as good a defence as they could,, 
.and when they found they could defend the factory no longer, 
to make the best retreat in their power, but I believe neither 
this letter nor some of our proceeding ones reached the gentle- 
men, the Suba having for some days cut off all correspondence 
between us, a plain indication that an accommodation was not 
the mark he aimed at. 

16. On the 6th of June we had a rumour of Cossimbuzar 
being taken by the Nabob, which was confirmed to us the 7th 
.by a letter from Mr. Mathew Collet, your second at that fac- 
tory, which according to my best recollection expressed as , 
;£ollows: 

“That upon the Nabob’s repeated orders to his generals 
to attack the factory unless the Chief went in person to 
him, Mr. Watts, by the advice of his Council, thought it 
more adviseable to go to the Nabob than risque involving 
the Company in a war with the Government, that he 
accordingly did so on the 2nd June and on coming into 
his presence was made a prisoner, and orders sent for Mr. 
Collet (and I think Mr. Batson) to attend him likewise to 
-sign jointly with Mr. Watts a machulka, which order they 
obeyed, but in place of being set at liberty upon signing 
the mflp'hiincfl required, Mr. Collet was sent back to the 
factory with directions to deliver it up to Roy Doolob, which 
he was obliged to comply with, and was then, giving 
up the account of the cannon, ammunition and military 
stores, that the factory was not plundered and that the 
Nabob was determined to march to Calcutta with his whol| 
army estimated then at 50000 men, besides a large tram of 

.jartillery.” 
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30. It will by some, I doubt not, be represented’ to you tb^ 
..Omychund was at the bottom of all the Suba’s councils and 
•proceedings against .us. The part he .really acted under cover 
m this affair is difficult to distinguish and point out, that he 
was much chagrined at the little influence he had in the settle- 
ment for a, few years last past is most certain, in applications 
to the Durbar (wherein he usually was the acting person*, 
'between the Company and the Government) little use had 
been made of him, possibly more had been better. Be this as 
it will, it is most sure he had no general weight in the place 
for these four or five years, beyond what his wealth gave him, 
so that his name and reputation became lessened in the eye of 
the Government, as well as in Calcutta. Piqued at this and' 
implacable in his resentments, it is not improbable he worked 
with some instruments of the Durbar to embroil us in such 
manner as would make his mediation and assistance necesr- 
sary and thereby regain his credit and influence with both,, 
little imagining things would go the length they did, in which- 
it must have been most evident to him, his own large posses- 
sions would be equally the Suba’s prey with yours. That he- 
ad vised the dispatch of Narran Sing to demand Raagbullob’s 
family and introduced him into the settlement will not' T 
think admit of doubt, no more than that he deeply resented' 
Jiis being turned out of it again. His endeavours with "Wazeed' 
■to mitigate things when he really found they were coming' to' 
extremities was I believe sincere enough untill his iinprison*- 
ment by the President, an act of his power and sole authority, 
for which the pretence made use of was, in my judgment, by 
no means sufficient; the correspondence detected between Kim’ 
and Rajaram Harkarah (the Suba’s- head spy) whieh was read' 
in the presence of many of us contained, in our opinionsi. 
nothing to vindicate it, nor had your President even the con-- 
■sent or approbation of his Council- for this step; or that T 
remember ever required it. On his imprisonment his head' 
jemmautdaar Jaggemaut Sing stabed himself and' set fire .to his- 
master’s house, and some of his women either butchered' 
themselves or wer-e butchered by others in the -family, which- 
became a scene of much horror and' confusion; It can hardly 
be doubted that Omychund became d'esperate in his resent- 
ments, and it is probable enough he expedited the march of 
the Suba’s army, then advanced I think as far as Bancabazar, 
and it is likewise probable that he then sent him the real state* 
•f the fort and garrison^ and afterward'a. might. has beem 
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'The reasons which swayed Mr. Watts to quit his ^government 
‘at such a juncture as that, and trust himself in the hands of 
"the Suba, (on whose character or principles no reasonable 
rfaith could be had) without any proper security, hostage, or 
.-safeguard, for his person, or those which urged Mr. Collet to 
follow his example when he knew his Chief was made a 
prisoner and that consequently the trust, command and gov- 
ernment of the factory, fort and garrison devolved upon him- 
self, or why this your settlement was thus given up without a 
^single stroke being struck for it, I am totally a stranger to, and 
.can only hope, for their sakes and the honour of their country, 
they have or will justify the conduct to you in those parti- 
•culars. I will not subscribe to the opinion of our five captains 
as already recited and say their force was sufiBcient to resist 
and defend the place for any long time against the Suba’s 
army; but had it been defended at all, he could not have 
attacked and taken it without the loss of time and many of his 
j)eople, and probably some of his principal officers. A stroke 
of this kind might have had happy consequences to your 
affairs; it might have inclined the Suba to an accommodation 
by cooling still more the zeal of his ministers, generals, officers, 
^and people who allmost to a man were averse to this expedi- 
tion and attempt against the English as knowing the conse- 
quence would be as fatal to his country as to us, though he 
succeeded in it. A defence of only 24 hours would in h-'- 
. conseouences have retarded in all nrobability his maren 
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generally ..su^^ected) from time to time have given him Intel-' 
Jigence, but this is all conjecture.. We only Icnow that ' his 
Jemmautdaar just now mentioned, surviving of the wound he 
had given himself, was put upon his horse and joined the 
Buba, 'whom he informed of the transactions relating to his 
master’s -imprisonment, and when the enemy was repulsed at 
Baagbazar, he led the van of the army to the eastward and 
directed them the avenues by which they entered the next day. 

31. From others I believe you will be told that the dismisr 
sion of yoiu: dadney merchants was one cause of our misfor- 
tunes, arising from their endeavours at the Durbar to embroil 
your affairs at the aurungs as conducted by your own 
gomastahs, hoping thereby to get the dadney re-assumed and 
themselves reinstated; nay, some, I have been informed, have 
"been hardy enough to urge and assert that the large increase 
nf your revenue zemindary 'was another very principal cause 
which drew the Suba’s attention on the settlement, though 
themselves, your President and Council, and I believe the 
greatest part of the Subadaary as well as my hon’ble masters 
"know the credits of that branch was only increased, without 
any innovations made in the branch itself but to its loss and 
'disadvantage. Many more causes and reasons equally sub- 
'stantial will, I doubt not, be assigned and transmitted to you 
hy such busy and very short-sighted politicians as these. 
Strangers to the real ones, they think they shall not appear of 
nny importance unless they assign some, no matter how in- 
'congruous, but you will have now materials enough before you 
to form your own judgments. I think my conclusions on 
every cause that can be alledged for the extraordinary and 
■unprecedented conduct of the Suba have facts and probability 
to support them. To you, Hon’ble Sirs, I humbly submit them, 
■with this one conclusion more, that your situation in these 
•provinces on a re-establishment will be such as to admit of 
tonly two alternatives: that you must in future either keep 
;such a fortification and garrison as will at all times be suffi- 
<cient to force your trade against the opposition and extortions 
•of the Government, or reduce your commerce to the footing 
of the Prussians and Danes etc., without forts and garrisons 
ot all and on payment of the lowest dutys that can be stipulat- 
ed. The immunities and priviledges granted you in yoiu: 
phirmaunds, you find now, are of no validity ■without a military 
•expence (more I fear than equivalent) to put :them in force* , 
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the fort of the Success galley^ the Speedwell and Bombay 
frigate, these vessels having passed Tanners the 19th and 20th 
and joined the Dodaly and the rest of our fleet about Govind— 
pore, after they fell down from the fort though before it was • 
surrendered. Many more are the advantages I could enume- 
rate which would have resulted from the smallest defence and . 
resistance made at Cossimbuzar, and can only regret now its not 
having been done, repeating my hopes, the gentlemen in trust, 
there will give you sufficient reasons why it was not done.. 
Their treatment could hardly have been worse had they been 
obstinate in its defence, they themselves being continued, 
prisoners in the Suba’s camp under many hardships imtill I 
think the latter end of June, their effects plundered and the- 
gentlemen at the factory viz., Messrs. Hugh Watts and Chambers 
with the whole garrison put in irons and sent to the common- 
prison at Muxadavad — ^the fate Messrs Batson, Sykes, Hastings 
and Marriott would have undergone, had not luckily the two • 
former made their escape and the two latter been at the- 
aurungs.' 

17. On Cossimbuzar being invested, we wrote to the several . 
subordinates and to all' om* gomastahs at the several aurungs, 
advising them of the Suba’s proceeding and to be upon their- 
guard, and hold themselves in readyness to retreat with the- 
Company’s effects etc., and on intelligence of the captvure of the- 
place and the Suba’s march to Calcutta, we sent them orders - 
to withdraw and join us with all expedition but these orders 
were too late excepting your factory at Luckypore as I have - 
already intimated in my letter of the 17th July. Mr. Boddam, 
your Chief at Ballasore, received our orders in time to with- 
•draw himself, the few soldiers he had there and about 6000 * 
rupees of your effects; the remainder to the amount of about 
•40000 remain yet sequestered and your factory house in part 
only demolished at Ballasore; but Bullramgurry by its situa- 
tion having escaped the Government’s notice and by the- 
prudent conduct of Mr. John Bristow (left Resident at Bal— 
lasore by Mr. Boddam) is still retained. Myself and Mr. 
Boddam were dispatched to take a formal possession, of it the- 
18th September and to negotiate other matters which will be- 
transmitted on the face of our Fulta Consultations and we 
have thought it necessary to nominate Buiramgurry your 
Presidency, being divested of every other possession you had 
in these provinces. But to resume my narrative— dispatches 5 
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but on. this subject it will be my duty to give you my sentiments^ 
on another occasion more at large whilst at present I resume:* 
the thread of my narrative, broke off at the surrender of your* 
fort and factory of Cossimbuzar, the easy capture of which, 
concurring with his intentions beyond his expectations, not. 
only gave the finishing strokes to his resolves but expedited! 
and facilitated his march to Calcutta; which leads me to a 
consideration of the immediate causes of its sudden reduction, , 
most needfull to be known to my hon’ble masters; the rocks 
and quick sands on which we have unhappily struck and split - 
being fairly and candidly laid down, may prevent a second, 
wreck of your estate and trade. 

32. These causes I will beg leave to investigate under three 
general heads: the state of our fortifications and garrison, the- 
state of our ammunition, guns and military stores and the 
several errors and miscarriages arising from a deficiency (or* 
rather a total want) of military knowledge or order. 

33. To the first article of my first general head, it will not- 
become me to add much more than I have set forth in my 
letter before you of the 17th July, addressed from Muxadavad 
to your other two Presidencys of Bombay and Fort St. George.- 
The nature and extent of the power given to the Committee* 
of Fortifications — ^Messrs. Drake, Watts, Scot and Manningham — 
we have ever been kept strangers to, but I will venture to- 
conclude that had the money which was expended- on the- 
redoubt, drawbridge etc., erected at Baagbuzar, and that which 
was meditated to be spent on the circuit of ditch beyond our" 
bounds, as also that which was disbursed on the batterys etc.,, 
raised on the Suba’s approach, been timely appropriated to the* 
demolition of the houses round us to have given a proper 
esplanade to the northward, eastward and southward of your 
fort, the sinking a ditch round it well palisaded, it had been 
employed to a more important use and purpose, and have been- 
a sufficient discouragement to the Government to have pre- 
vented any project or hopes of attacking it with any pro- 
bability of success. I am sensible it will be urged the Govern- 
ment would have never suffered these measures, a reasoning 
ex post facto will not invalidate my conclusion, for had it been-, 
thought of, or carryed into execution, at the commencement of' 
the old Suba’s sickness, when every thing at the Durbar was= 
in confusion and both' partys there employed on their owm 
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nvere likewise forwarded express to Bombay, Fort St. George 
and Vizagapatam the 8th of June for a reinforcement of troops, 
stores etc., and succours demanded of the French and Dutch 
settlements on this river; the success of which last negotiation 
you have likewise in my said letter of the 17th July. The 
militia were under arms for the first time the 7th June, some- 
thing too late I am afraid you will say to be of much service, 
just coming to action. 

18. I am now, Hon’ble Sirs, come closer to the unravelling 
the real causes which stimulated the Suba to the lengths he 
has proceeded against us; how far my conjectures and asser- 
tions will be supported by probable system of politicks in him, 
■and by the.tenour of his whole conduct considered together, I 
humbly admit to your judgments; and first I will beg leave to 
remark on the three articles contained in the mschulka (or 
■obligation with a penalty annexed) which your Chief and 
Council were obliged to sign in the Suba’s camp, when before 
'Cossimbuzar, the terms of which were viz., 

“That we should not protect the King’s subjects, that we 
should not mis-use the liberty of our dusticks by covering 
the trade of the native merchants and that we should re- 
fund and make good whatever sum it should be proved the 
King had been defrauded in the revenues and dutys by this 
practice, and that we should demolish our fortifications.” 

These, Hon’ble Sirs, are the purport of the 3 articles of the 
machulka, however they [I?] may have varyed the wording of it 
by not having it before me. Had the Suba any intention of 
being satisfyed with our concession to these articles, he certain- 
ly would have rested here; your Chief, Council, fort and gar- 
rison of Cossimbuzar was in his possession; the gentlemen had 
signed and executed the obligation demanded of them; he knew 
their signing it was not valid or binding without our approval: 
:and if he had ever inclined to an accommodation he would 
have transmitted the terms they had complyed with and at 
least have desisted untill our reply could have reached him, in 
-place of cutting off for some days the means of all correspon- 
-dence or intelligence between us and your factory, and march- 
ing directly against us without ever replying to or taking 
notice of many arassdasses received from us; but the truth is, 
his jealousy of the independent power of the Europeans in his 
.country was at this juncture confirmed, which he was deter* 
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Khemes and designs, the work might have been eff^ted with^ 
out any let or hindrance; a pemannah might possibly have 
reached us to prohibit our proceeding, but no troops couU 
have been sent against us whilst the attentions of the clashing 
interests at the Suba’s Court were taken up in securing each 
their own safety on his demise. What might have been done 
during that favourable interval is sufficiently evident from the 
almost inconceivable useless works which we accomplished 
during the space of a few days only, and the same plea which 
your President urged in his letter to the Suba subsisted equal- 
ly at the beginning of the old Suba’s sickness, when he had 
reason enough to be allarmed by the approach of a war with 
France. The ruinous state of the line to the westward of the 
fort had been a reproach to your settlement and to every 
thing bearing the name of fortifications for more than two 
years and was in strong and just (I will not say very decent) 
terms represented in a letter to the Board by Mr. Jasper Leigh 
Jones, the Captain of your Train, I think in April or May 1755, 
but no steps taken to repair it untill we had reason hourly to 
expect the enemy at our doors. The whole easterly curtain 
had been for many years in so ruinous a condition as not to 
bear a gun; one we fired from it, a three or four pounder as 
I remember, which made its way through the terrace- Through 
this curtain from the principal gate to the north east bastion 
were struck out five or six large windows, so many breaches 
ready made for the enemy, in a quarter too where we were 
most liable to be attacked. To sum up the whole, the new 
godowns to the southward had rendered your two southerly 
bastions useless to each other and to the whole southerly face 
of the fort which could not be fianked by a single gun from 
either bastion. From a consideration of these circumstances, 
joined to the incumbrance of the church and houses round us 
and the other wants and disadvantages mentioned in my letter 
of the 17th July, it is self evident the place could not have 
held out an hour against a European enemy. 

34. The state of your garrison comes next under view, a 
subject on which I could wish my duty to your service would 
permit my silence, as truths disagreeable to me in the recital 
and very unpleasing to you to hear must arise from the small- 
est scruitiny made in it. It is most irksome to a benevolent 
mind to rehearse the faults which may be justly charged even 
against the living, much more so against the dead, become so 
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mined to reduce; and being sensible ours was the most formid- 
able to him, we became the first objects of his ruinous politicks. 
To support this my conclusion, I must here refer to three letters- 
which Wazeed’s gomaslah in my presence read your President 
(copys of which I believe is in Mr. Drake’s possession) ad- 
dressed to his master Wazeed from the Suba, all three to the 
best of my remembrance bearing date in May last. In each-, 
of these, “He avows his intention to reduce the power of the 
English, forbids his inteiTering on their behalf, asserting his 
having long intended it, and swears by God and his prophets- 
that he will drive them out of the country, unless they are 
satisfyed to trade in it on the footing they did in Jaffier Cawn’s- 
time”, by which he meant before the time the Hon’ble Company 
obtained their phirmaund®. Your fort at Cossimbuzar (esteem- 
ed by all judges more regular and tenable than that of Fort 
William), so near his capital, appeared too dangerous a hold, 
at a time he was influenced to believe our strength in India 
was four times more formidable than it really was, and that- 
we were on the eve of a French war which would be probably 
brought into his country. Consistent with this was his expres- 
sion of resentment at Rajamal on receipt of your President’s 
letter, “Who shall dare to think of commencing hostilities in 
my country or presume to imagine I have not power to protect' 
them?” and it was current in the mouths of all degrees when I 
was at Muxadavad that Mahabut Jung had long meditated to- 
destroy the forts and garrisons of the Europeans and to reduce- 
their trade on the footing of the Armenians. And here I hope 
it will not be deemed impertinent if I recite verbatim the last'- 
discourse and council which Mahobat Jung gave his grandson- 
a few days before his death and which I had from very good; 
authority at Muxadavad after my releasement. 

“My life has been a life of war and stratagem. For 
what have I fought, to what have my councils tended, but 
to secure you, my son, a quite succession to my Subadary? 
My fears for you have for many days robed me of sleep. I 
perceived who had power to give you trouble after I am. 
gone hence. Hossein Cooley ■ Cawn by his reputation., 
wisdom, courage and affection to Shaw Omet Jung and his 
power is no more, Monickchund Dewan, whose councils- 
house, I feared, would obstruct your government. His- 
might have been your dangerous enemy, I have taken him 
to favour. Keep in view the power the European nations: 
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in a groat measure by their own errors and want of knowledge 
in the dutj^s of their profession; but tlio choice and appoint- 
ment of commanding officers in your garrison is now become 
so important a consideration to the well being of your service 
that none who would have any claim to your favour or would 
bo deemed faithfull to_ the trust you have reiaosed in them 
can bo vindicated in concealing the ti'uth from you. 

35. Your five commanding officers wore Commandant 
Minchin. Captains Clayton, Buchanan, Witheringlon and 
Grant. Each of these gentlemen (Captain Clayton excepted) 
had seen service either in Europe or on the Coromandel Coast. 
Touching the military capacity of our Commandant I am a 
sti'angor. I can only say we wore unhappy in his keejung it 
to himself, if ho had any, as neither I nor, I believe, any one 
else was witness to any part of his conduct that spoke or bore 
the appearance of his being the commanding military officer 
in the garrison. Whether this proceeded from himself, or his 
not being properly supported in his I’anlc I cannot say, but 
such, I have heard, lias been his allegation and pica for his 
supine remissing at a juncture which required the exertion of 
every quality he could have been master of. Your President, J 
remember, spoke to mo more than once with much uneasyness 
at the beginning of our trobles on the indolence of the Com- 
mandant, and seemed to think of breaking him. Had this 
measure been carryed into execution, it had been better for 
the service and I think for that gentleman too; the disgrace 
would have been less, I believe, in the opinion of all mankind 
than that which falls on him by his quiting the fort and gar- 
rison in the manner he did, whilst he bore the character of 
the commanding officer in it. But the mischief was we. could 
not have stopped here; the next gentleman in command to him 
had never seen any service, and I am soi'ry to say demonstrat- 
ed his want of the most essential requisities of a soldier. Had 
both these gentlemen been set aside and the next in command 
preferred to the commandantship, it would have promised a 
happier issue for them and us; and most assuredly this was 
no time to have regarded forms or ceremony. Remissing or a 
deficiency of military knowledge in commanders when coming 
to action are equally fatal in their consequences, and are eyer 
the parents of neglects, confusion and disorders, andi troops 
I believe are -hardly ever, known to do their duty unless where 
they have an opinion of, as well as love for, their commanders. 
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j have in the country. This fear I would also have freed you 
from, if God had lengthened my days. The' work' my son- 
must now be yours. Their wars and politicks in the Telinga 
country should keep you waking. On pretence of private' 
contests between their Kings they have seized and divided 
the country of the King and the goods of his people bet- 
. ween them. Think not to weaken all three together. The 
power of the English is great, they have lately conquered 
Angria and possessed themselves of his country. Reduce' 

. .them first, the others will give you little trouble. When 
you have reduced them, suffer them not my son to have 
fortifications or soldiers: if you do, the country is not yours.”" 

19. How consistent the Suba has been in his adherence to- 
this last council of his grandfather, we have woefully felt; but 
that we were not solely the objects of his resentment and 
designs is evident. His perwannah to the French was dis- 
patched the same day with ours. When he marched against 
us he sent perwannahs to both French and Dutch with orders- 
to provide and join him with ships, men and ammunition to 
attack us by water, whilst he attacked us by land. They 
refused, in consequence of their refusal he invested their 
several forts and factorys, and demanded an exorbitant sum 
from each. The French were glad to accommodate, matters 
for the payment of three lack and half of rupees; the Dutch 
for four lack and a half, after having had (these last) for a 
day and half a body of the Suba’s troops in their settlement, 

■ waiting orders to attack it, and a man stationed with an axe 
in his hands to cut down their fiagg-staff and colours. The 
French had not money to pay the mulct laid on them, but 
gained Roy Doolob to become their security; the Dutch were 
reduced to immediate payment; and both did then, and have 
ever since been obliged to endure the most audafcious and 
exasperating insults from the lowest peon in the service of 
the Government. That there was this difference in the sum 
extorted from them has been accounted for, how justly I will 
not say, by the supplys of ammunition given the Suba private- 
ly by the agents for the French at Chandemagore. The thing 
however was verifyed by two of our spys, who brought us 
' intelligence that the French by night crossed over '200 chests 
of powder to the Suba’s army, then laying near Banka Bazar. 

20. Still consistent with the last advice of Mahabut Jung, 
he appeared at Rajamal satisfyed with the answer I* < f«.the: 
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That neither was the case with regard to the two gentlemen 
above mentioned I believe the whole settlement . can witness 
■with* me, and they were in no higher degree of esteem with 
their subalterns than with their soldiers. The perfering Capt 
Buchanan who was next in command to them would have 
obviated all the disadvantages we laboured under in this 
particular, a gentleman whose character as a man and a soldier 
deserved a better fate than the unhappy one which befell him 
"by the errors and misconduct of others. The vacant companys 
would have been filled up with those, we had good reason to 
think (and who indeed proved themselves) brave officers. The 
next in command to Capt- Buchanan in the batallion would 
then have been Captain Grant, a gentleman who had during 
his stay in the garrison remarkably exerted himself in eveiy 
■duty which could have been expected from him and demons- 
trated no want of either spirit or military skill, but much the 
contrary, however both may have suffered in the eye of the 
world by his quiting the fort with your President and for want 
of an opportunity of vindicating his conduct by a proper 
■enquiry being made into it. The Captain of 'your Train was a 
laborious active officer but confused, and would, I believe, 
have had few objections either to his character, diligence or 
conduct, had we been fortunate in having any Commander-in- 
Chief to have had a proper eye over him and taken care that 
lie did his duty. Here we had a fatal instance of a remissness 
in command, for that we had neither a sufficiency of ammuni- 
tion etc., nor that good, was doubtless as much the fault of 
those above him, whose duty it was to have inspected his con- 
•duct, as his, but as this poor gentleman fell a sacrifice, as 
well to his own as to the errors of others, they should be 
touched as lightly as possible. 

36. Thus, Hon’ble Sirs, I have given you as faithfull a pic- 
ture of the commanders of your five companys as I can draw 
•or as I hope can be drawn by any one else. Three of them, my 
wretched companions in the Black Hole, perished there, as did 
also all your brave subalterns (Ensigns Walcot and Carstairs 
•excepted), where I will leave them and proceed to consider 
your troops in garrison, consisting, as already mentioned in my 
.letter of the 17th July, by the muster rolls laid before us about 
the 6 th or 8 th of June, of 145 in the batallion and 45 of the 
Train, officers included, and in both only 60 Europeans. We 
were taught to believe there were at all your' subordinates at 
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French Directeur, though no one can imagine his intelligence 
"was such that he was really imposed on as to the pretence of 
repairing the damage they had sustained by. lightening. He 
manifested sufficiently his resentment and intentions against 
both French and Dutch, but their time was not come; it was 
not his bussiness to have the three nations to encounter at once 
but to compromise at the present for as much as he could get 
from them; but that the French were and still are the next 
object of his arras, will not admit of doubt no more than that 
he would have proceeded immediately against them, had not 
his advices from his court obliged him to proceed against 
Shocut Jung, the Purranea Nabob, as an object more impor- 
tant; for when I was twice conducted into his presence after 
the surrender of the fort, allmost his first question to me was, 
“Will ye all engage to join me against the French?” Adequate 
has been the conduct of the Government to another part of 
Mahobut Jung’s advice; for though liberty of trade is granted 
to the Danes and Prussians, yet they are prohibited fortifica- 
tions or garrisons. And in further proof of the resolutions of 
the Government to divest the Europeans of their forts and 
garrisons and that we were the objects of his policy and not 
of his resentment only (from either one particular private 
•course or other that may be transmitted you), I may justly 
add the apprehensions of the French and Dutch themselves, 
who on the first approach of our troubles sent strenuous dis- 
patches to their principals at Batavia and Pondicherry for the 
most expeditious supplys of men, ammunitions etc-, and I 
doubt not but it will be soon their turn to regret the having 
so quietly given us up a sacrifice, unless the Suba should be 
vanquished in his present expedition against Shocut Jung. 


21. The 3rd instant (November), a perwannah arrived to 
the Dutch from the Suba’s camp demanding them to join him 
•against us, with threatenings if they refused; and the same day 
a perwannah reached the French factory, purporting that he 
was informed they were carrying on their fortifications, and 
that if they did not immediately desist, he would pass through 
the Dutch factory and settlement and with their (the Dutch) 
solidiers destroy their fort and drive them out of the 'country 
as he had done the English; and the Government have already 
obliged the French to take down their colours erected on their 
bounds. 
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least 200 men, the best of our garrison, viz., at qossimbuzar 
100, at Dacca about 40, at Luckipore 30, and at Ballasore about 
the same number, but if is certain the numbers there barely 
exceeded one hundred. Whether two hundred ought to have 
been there or not I am not master enough of the subject to 
declare; so am obliged here to refer to your President for your 
further satisfaction, who (or in his absence your second) had 
allways the inspection of the rolls and mustering the people^ 
Of these handfull of troops in garrison there were not five who- 
had ever, I believe, seen a musket fired in anger. Had the 
militia of the place been (agreeable to your orders per God- 
olphin No. 51)* regularly trained to arms, they might at this 
juncture have been a most seasonable supply, but this essential 
regulation, I am sorry to say, was totally neglected, so that 
when we came to action, there were hardly any amongst the- 
Armenian and Portugueese inhabitants and but few amongst 
the European militia who knew the right from the wrong end 
of their pieces. From the militia about 65, chiefly Europeans, 
entered volunteers in the batallion (most of them your own 
covenant servants), in whose just praise I can hardly say en- 
ough. They sustained every hardship of duty greatly beyond 
the military themselves; their address in the use of their arms- 
was astonishing, the short time there was to train them con- 
sidered; and though their bravery may have been equalled, I am 
sure it has not been exceeded by any set of men whatever. A 
considerable body of these were on the Saturday morning* re- 
lieved from duty and were gone on board the ships to deposit 
their papers, or on other occasions relative to their private 
affairs, as were likewise on the like call many of the militia- 
with four of them officers, to wit, the Reverend Mr. Mapletoft, 
captain lieutenant, Capt Henry Wedderbum, lieutenant of 
the first company and Ensigns Sumner and Charles Douglas, 
all of them gentlemen who had failed in no part of duty, 
either as officers or soldiers, in the defence of the place, so that 
there is no reason to doubt the veracity of their own assertion 
in which they are joined by the volunteers, **that they had no* 
intention but to return to the defence of the place untill they 
saw your President, Commandant Minchin, Capt Grant and 
Mr Mackett quit it (Messrs- Manningham and Prankland' 
having quitted it before) and a general retreat rumoured, and 
indeed immediatdy after, all means of returning were cut off- 

•> Holwell’s India Tracts, p. 302 has “anno i75i’» 
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pay the pennalty in the manner they request is a fallacious 
method and must never be allowed of, and as wee take it for 
granted the merchants fully understand the terms and condi-- 
tions of their engagements, wee shall always insist upon their 
punctual complyance with them, unless there are very extra- 
ordinary reasons to the contrary. If there are any such in the 
instance before us, wee shall leave it to you to give the 
merchants an equitable releife, but then wee expect that the 
case be fully and impartially enquired into by the Board and the 
justice and necessity of making any allowance clearly stated and 
demonstrated to us. 

22. Wee observe the merchants had, upon the coming away 
of the Oxford, delivered but little more than half the goods 
they contracted for. Upon inspecting their letter to the Board 
which you refer to upon the occasion, wee do not find reasons 
sufficient to justifie so great a failure in their contracts, and 
indeed it is evident that the real and true occasion of this failure 
IS the narrowness of their circumstances. Wee hope the orders 
wee gave last year for re-establishing the oflSce of a broker will 
be the means of preventing such disappointments in future. 
Among other allegations in the said letter the merchants com- 
plain they are great sufferers by the strictness of your sorting 
in the cottah but in this particular wee will not allow of the 
least relaxation as wee shall expect and depend unrr your 
punctual complyance with our repeated orders for ksSwfzS ‘t'76 
goods fully up to their musters. 


23. ^A^ee have perused the Bxport v/arehousekeec'er 
to you containing the reasons for the omission of Ia:e 
sending several sortments of goods which v/ee had cr 
partially supplying us with them, snd so far as we cs 
in the short time wee have had to neruse them, t~v 
satisfactory. However wee shall the propper rse 
on framing the list of investment for the ships of 
when it is probable wee shall hare occasion to 
notice of them, 



in 


or 





24. Wee find Joshua Bodle;.- Crded your enrurj ^ ^ 
conduct by withdrawing hinielf from the ^ 

wee shall depend upon your aasrranUs of c==-7^ 

with our orders whenever he returns 
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Richd. Chauncy/R. Drake/W. Mabbott/Chriisto. Burrow/ 
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LETTER DATED 15 MARCH 1754 

The Council directed to receive Col. John Adlercron with 
honours befitting his rank — the Act of Parliament empowering 
the Company to hold courts martial in the East Indies. 

Our President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. Wee take the opportunity of this conveyance by the Warren 
now under her dispatches to Fort St. George and Bombay to 
send you a quadruplicate of our letter by the London, Kent 
and Britannia dated the 2nd of this month, and likewise copy 
of our letter by the Anson under date of the 15th of Feby. 

2. The ships Denham and Norfolk sailed out of the Downes 
the 18th of Feby and kept the sea; the York sailed at the same 
time but put in at Spithead where she lay until she took her 
final departure on the 28lh of the same month. 

3. The Anson sailed from the Downes the Gih instant, the 
Kent and Britannia the 9th and the London the 14th which 
three last named ships are bound to Cork in Ireland to take 
in His Majesty’s troops as you have been advised in former 
letters. 

4. Upon Col. Adlercron’s landing at Port William or any other 
of our settlements in the East Indies he is to be saluted with 
thirteen gims, and you are to shew him all the honours due 
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^m. them by the falling down of eve^ ship, yessell 
TOat. Thus, Hon’ble Sirs, you see our garrison, small as it was, 
r^uced and weakened both in its strength, officers and^ 
councils, in a very important degree to the dishe^ening those 
arho stayed, and encouragement of the enemy, and when it is> 
considered those r^aining, including officers, volimteers,, 
soldiers and militia, did not exceed one hundred and seventy 
men, and that, of these, there were 25 killed and about 70 
wounded before noon the 20th and the whole exhausted of 
their strength by continual duty and action and our people of 
the Train reduced to 14 only, it would not, I hope, been 
wondered at had we surrendered your fort without parley or- 
capitulation, though it is certain we should not have surrender- - 
^ ourselves, had not our own people forced the western gate- 
during the parley. For having no dependence on the clemency 
of the enemy we had to deal with, we had meditated, in case- 
the St. George with her boats failed us, the forcing a retreat 
that night through the southerly barrier by the river side and- 
have marched untill we came under cover of the ships then 
lying below Surman’s Garden, imagining the enemy would be- 
too much employed on the plunder of the fort to have molested' 
us greatly in our retreat. 

37. On my second general head I shall have little to say. 
That we had not powder sufficient, and that we had, not good, . 
that we had hardly any shells fitted, or fuzes fitted to them, 
that there was hardly a carriage that would bear a gun, that 
the 50 fine canon you sent out three years ago, 18 and 24 
pounders, lay neglected rmder your walls, and that we were- 
deficient in allmost every kind of military stores, are all truths 
will not admit of dispute, but who is properly accountable for- 
these defects, or under whose immediate care and inspection 
they were or ought to have been, must, Hon’ble Sirs be deter- - 
mined by yourselves. 


38. I am come now to my third and last general head, our- 
own errors, a subject, I am sorry to declare, too fruitfull of 
matter though bearing great extenuation, when it is consider- 
ed we had in truth no military head to guide us; and that I may 
be as little tedious as possible I will wave the rehearsal of 
our smaller errors and keep, to those most capital ones which 
variously, in my judgment, contributed to the loss of your- 
settlement and were the causes of embarassing and prevent— 
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and returned to the fort, though the strongest persuasives I 
.am well informed were used to detain him on board. Could 
any consideration or plea [have] been prevalent enough to shake 
■-that of honour the situation of this gentleman’s family, joined 
to those persuasions, would have swaj’^ed his stay; but he 
-retunied to the duty his honour called him, and with the con- 
:sent and approbation of Mrs. Mackett. Early on the morning 
-of the 19th, the President, Mr. Mackett, the Reverend Mr. 
JMapletoft, myself and others were employed in cuting open 
the bales of cotton and filling it in baggs to carrj* upon the 
•parapets, then (I recollect) Mr- Mackett intimated to me the 
unhappy condition he left liis lady in tlie preceding night and 
-expressed his desire and intention to step on board for five 
minutes to see her; that this was the sole motive of his going 
without any design of abandoning the fort, I am in my senti- 
ments convinced of, and is, 1 think, proved by the whole of his 
behaviour during the siege and his return to the fort from 
the Dodaly the proceeding night. With equall pleasure I 
would embrace anj', even probable, appearance to justify the 
conduct of your other servants in higher trust, against whom 
I with more real concern say, the charge fyes too heavj’- and 
obvious to admit of extenuation. The proof and supporting 
this charge I could wish a task imposed on any body else; but 
none unluckily but myself is equal! to it, as none can be so 
well acquainted with the circumstances attending it, and how- 
ever galling the remembrance of my cvm chains, sufferings 
and losses may be, they shall not influence me to deviate from 
truth, though such remembrance may urge me to terms of 
seeming bitterness, hardly unavoidable, when those sufferings 
can be attributed to naught but the unaccountable conduct I 
am now impeaching, a conduct which (however palliated by 
a thousand frivolous reasons) will justly lay your President and 
Messrs- Manningham and Frankland open to the censure of 
breach of trust of the highest imprudence and inconsistence, 
and prove them strangers to the verj’’ dictates of humanity. 

44. In what degree either of the above named gentlemen 
may appear less culpable than the others, or really are so, is 
not my business to determine- This. Hon’ble Sirs, I will leave 
to your judgment and sentence, whilst I give you as faithf till 
a statement of the facts, as is in my power; that Messrs. Man- 
ningham’s and Prankland’s falling down from the fort with 
the Dodaly and refusing to return to it and join our councils 
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ing our general retreat with the publick and private, effects 
‘deposited in your fort, and shall recite these in order of tiine 
-as they happened, that if due heed be paid to them, the like 
.misfortune may be avoided in future. 

39. Our first capital error was the neglecting taking posses- 
..sion of Tanner’s fort, on our provisions being prohibited the 
.settlement, and when there was no force or troops there to 
-have opposed us. This measure in our first council of war I 
.moved and urged with every argument in my power should be 
•done with 25 or 30 men and a party of buxerries, and that a 
-battery of six guns should be immediately erected there to- 
wards the northward or land side. In this motion I was 

istrongly seconded by Monsr. La Beaume and I think Capt. 
■Grant only, and consequently it was over-ruled. The utility I 
thought evident. It would have secured provisions from the 
other side of the river, or the Suba must have divided his 
: forces; it would have secured the retreat of our shipping, it 
might have been a retreat to ourselves, or if at last drove 
from it we had it still in our power to destroy it in such 
wise as to have rendered it useless and prevented its proving 
a troublesome thorn in our sides, which it may 'possibly yet 
be, if ever we advance again to retake your settlement, as our 
.ships must pass within almost pistol shot of it. The gentle- 
men saw the utility of this measure too late; our ships were 
:sent down to attempt the possession of it; a great deal of am- 
munition was fruitlessly thrown away against it; our ships 
.received much damage and were obliged to make an inglorious 
-reti’eat to. the no small encouragement of the enemy and our 
-disgrace; and to sum up all the misfortunes attending this 
■ error, our ships in their flight with that part of the colony who 
•left the fort, were, from the fire they were obliged to sustain 
■from this fort, and the little order observed amongst them- 
• selves, thrown into such confusion that several ran ashore 
(and some the richest in the fleet), fell into the enemy's hands 
-and were plundered. 

40. Our second capital error with our small and untrained 
' garrison, was, I conceive, the raising the three advanced posts 
.-^and batteries to the northward, eastward, southward and at 
"the Jail, which answered no purpose but exhausting, harassing 

and destroying the few people we had. If we, in place of this 
••measure, had kept our force more united,' withdrawn Piccard 
cand his party from Baagbuzar, and taken possession with' our 
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the ‘night of the 18th, though more than, once .summoned to it 
by your President, were the primary causes of all the confusion 
that ensued, will, I think, hardly admit of contest. The defence- 

those gentlemen make to exculpate themselves, stand on the 
face of the Fulta Consultations of the 14th July last and are- . 
replyed to by me on my return from Ballasore in a letter to- 
the Board at Fulta under date the 25th of October last, copy 
of which I hereunto annex; the departure of the Dodaly (of 
which those gentlemen were part owners) and their refusal, 
to return, were the cause of jealousies and fears whicht 
otherwise would never have existed, and the garrison are 
well vindicated in their conclusions (that when gentlemen 
who bore the most distinguished characters, both civil and: 
military, had quitted and refused to return, to their trust and 
duty), every man was providing for himself the best he could. 
The captain of the Dodaly exculpates himself by producine 
from your President an order of the 15th June, purporting 
that he should obey all such orders as he should receive from 
himself or Mr. Manningham; and these gentlemen take the- 
advantage of this order to prove their power and extenuate- 
their departing with the ship, a power which devolved to 
Mr. Manningham for quite another purpose, and cannot be 
wrested, with either truth or propriety, to the purpose it is. 
now produced to serve, as your President can well witness. 
The inspection and necessary orders to be issued in matters 
relative to the marine, was offered and undertaken by ■ Mr.. 
Manningham to lay [ease] the President, and not with the 
intention that he should be thereby empowered to distress - 
him and the garrison with the defection of that ship, and of 
quiting a trust which opened the way and was, I believe, in. 
some measure the cause of your President quiting his trust 
also, on the succeeding morning, though, I offer it not in. 
sufficient vindication of a conduct not to be vindicated in one- 
who bore the cb.aracter of Governouf and Commander in 
Chief of your fort and garrison. That things were in the- 
utmost confusion I admit; that no proper order, rule or com- 
mand was observed is most true; that ' the proceedings of 
Messrs. Manningham. and Frankland were suspicious and al- 
larming I grant; but on whom will air this reflect and recoil? 
Had, on the first refusal these gentlemen made to join our 
councils at this important juncture,' the ship been remanded, 
back under the cover of our 'guns; 'and a detachment sent to 
pring them., to- their duty, in place of their being suffered ' to* 
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musketry of the Church, the Company’s, Messrs. Cruttenden’s, 
Eyre’s, and Omychund’s houseSj the enemy could not have ap- 
proached us without infinite loss and with hardly any pos- 
sibility of success. From these posts, close under the cover 
of our guns, our troops could hardly have been attacked, much- 
less dislodged, as we had sufiicient proofs afterwards when the* 
outposts were withdrawn; or if there had appeared a neces- 
sity for abandoning them, the retreat to the fort was securer- 
considerably less than half the number of troops stationed at 
the outposts would have been sufficient for this service, and 
this important consequence had followed a regular relief for- 
duty, of which we had none, as things were unhappily con- 
ducted, nor would that infinite confusion and disorder in the 
fort have ensured, which did on withdrawing these batteries. 
The fort had been in a manner left defenceless for the support' 
of them and little benefited by the return of troops fatigued', 
and hardly able to stand. You have, Hon’ble Sirs, an exact 
plan of your settlement and of every house in it, on inspection . 
of which you will at one view see the inutility of these threes 
principal outposts. That to the northward was erected to 
defend the pass between the comer of Mr. Griffith’s house and 
the river side, a precaution totally useless as you will find’ 
Mr. Griffith’s house, your salt petre godowns and the whole* 
street were commanded by the guns on the north east bastion . 
within less than musket shot of your fort. That to the eastward, 
at the Court House, you will find commanded by the battery* 
over the eastern gate and from the old and new south east: 
bastions within musket shot. That to the .southward was not 
indeed commanded by any gun from the fort but field pieces 
advanced a few paces without your eastern gate, would not only- 
have commanded that but the other two principal avenues to the* 
fort. If the battery on the gate and the north east bastion had 
not been deemed a sufficient defence against the approach of 
the enemy, and had they advanced by the ditch to the south- 
ward of the burying ground and up the avenue between that' 
and my house, or penetrated through the burying ground, we 
still had nothing to apprehend from them, as the whole square- 
between the southerly face of the fort and the hospital and! 
gate of the burying ground was commanded not only by the 
new south east bastion but by seven four pounders on the new 
godowns and our small arms from thence and the Company’s? 
house. Had the disposition I have mentioned been made, and 
the walls of the Loll Baag and those opposite the Company’s- 
house levelled it is more than probable the Suba at last would' 
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wait for one to defend the ship from the liazard 
selves hod brought her into, without orders or knowledge ot 
o^ on^n the garrison, the measure would have spoke the 
Governour and Commander in Chief, a thousand mischiefs had 
been avoided, nor he himself reduced the next day to the 
unnappy dilemma which at last ended in his following their 
example, to the destniction of those left behind, and with the 
knowledge that neither the Company’s treasure, books, or 
essential papers were embarked, no more than the immense 
property then deposited in the fort, consisting of your own 
effects and of a multitude of others loft miserable .and indigent 
by the desertion, in having all meens cut off from them of 
saving it, and with those very ships which were employed 
and destined for its preservation. Fortitude is not given to 
every one, and I may most justly plead excuse for any failure 
arising from our want of militarj* knowledge; it could not bo 
expected from us, but evoiy’ act of common prudence will. 
If the levies* [sic] of so many brave and valuable men wlio 
perished by this conduct merited no regard, llie.so gentlemen’s 
own support with their employers depended on their having 
a regard to their cITccls entrusted to their charge; ns 
treasurers, it was incumbent chiefly on them to see that the 
treasure was embarked; this was a measure judged eligible in 
a Council of War, before the fort was judged not tenable and 
sure ought immediately to have boon canycti into execution. 
That coolys could not be obtained to carry that and liic 
Company’s books off, as allodgod on the face of the Fultn 
Consultation, must appear to every body then in garrison and 
Indeed to the whole world a pretence to palliate a needless 
panick, disorder and neglect. That manyt effects wove that 
n,ght embaiked is a truth known to every body, and on sup- 
position there was not a coolcy in the fori, a single topaz 
could have embarked the last year’s books, the Consultations 
and the essential papers- But it must appear a fact beyond 
contradiction that these and every thing else wore sacraficod 
and abandoned to the consideration of those gontlemon's own 
safety, though that no ways endangered but from the steps 
taken to .secure it; for had we been joined in our councils and 
the ships continued under the protection of our mms or 
brought back and any the least command exerted, we had it 

* Holwell’s India Tracts^ p. 320 has "lives”, 

Vhid., p. 321 has ‘-'money”. 
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Juive been obliged to retreat with his army, for it is plain he 
•had none with him capable of erecting any battery that could 
-have hurt us (that which did us most damage being our own 
16 pounders turned against us from the Court House), and 
with their small arms there was hardly a possibility of ap- 
proaching near enough to have affected us. My conclusions, 
Hon’ble Sirs, are on this head the result of reason and a late 
.fatal experience, and not of art, for I am no soldier; but can- 
.not help thinkmg such would have been the salutary disposi- 
tion, had we been happy enough to have had a soldier at our 
head or a chief commanding officer in any degree skilled in the 
..art of defence, but, in place of it, lines were formed which 
required ten times the number of men to defend. Lucky we 
were in having an enemy who had as little skill and address 
dn the attack as we in the defence, and much less resolution, 
or on the night of the 16th or 17th they might have entered 
at four different posts, and cut off the retreat to the fort of 
each of the five advanced batteries (including Baag Bazar and 
-the Jail), for not a gun could have been fired to cover their 
retreat but must have been equally levelled at our own troops, 
.as at the enemy. In the avenue between Mr. Coale’s and 
Omychund’s houses we sunk a ditch and threw up a tank 
within, which post, for want of people, was trusted to the 
.guard of 4 pykes only. The importance of this will appear 
in a moment from the plan of your settlement before you 
through which the enemy might have thrown ten thousand 
men into the very centre of our lines, before or as soon as we 
could have known any thing of the matter. In the avenue 
north of the Court House tank was another ditch simk which, 
from the same cause, was little better defended than ffie 
dormer. From the south east angle of the park to the comer 
-of Mr. Lascell’s house was a third, defended by a corporal 
and 6 men. The 4th was at the entrance into the square the 
lesser tank, by iVix. Putham’s house, and defended by a detatch- 
ment from the south advanced battery. At neither of these 
four immediate posts were planted a single cannon and might 
have been forced in the night without the loss of ten men to 
■the enemy, and the neglect of it cost them some thousands. I 
•am the more particular on this subject in proof of the error 
T have here censured, because from the plan before you, you 
■will be convinced from the situation of those posts that the 
■iorcing any one of them to the liight would have intercepted 
"the retreat to the fort of the troops Stationed at aU the iadytoC- 
•ed batteries, and caused the immediate surrender of the fott, 
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in our power to leave the Suba the bare walls of your fort 
only, without a gun in it that could have been of any, use to 
him or injury to us or the shipping. Had we remained united in 
our force and any proper spirit shewn and examples made 
what could have been apprehended from a few drunken Dutch 
soldiers, or a few seditions amongst the rabble of the militia. 
The President, Council, Officers, gentlemen in the service, volun- 
teers and principal inhabitants, were surely more than equall to 
quell any tumult that could have been raised by those to 
have obstructed an orderly retreat with every thing of value 
deposited in the fort. Had this been done' with proper cool- 
ness and resolution, and the whole colony proceeded as early 
in August as the fleet could push out to Fort St. George, with 
the effects, publick and private, immense had been the gain 
to both. There proper measures might have been expeditiously 
consulted and adopted for the re-establishment of the settlement 
and the remains of our shattered and distressed colony would 
have met repose and shelter. This step would have been eligible 
even in the wretched circumstances they retired, but the mis- 
fortune is, errors are fruitfull and generally beget one another. 
The panick which first seized the gentlemen in command never 
lost its influence; the little saved was, in the general confusion, 
lost at Tanners and Buzbudgea; and in place of continumg their 
route to Fort St. George, the alternative of residing at Fulta was 
determined on, and such advices forwarded to that Presidency 
by Mr. Manningham as made it a case of necessity to remain 
there, under such disadvantages and distresses as I believe hardly 
ever a wretched people laboured and at an immense expence 
to yourselves in supporting the colony and freight of ships 
for their reception and defence; part of your expence indeed 
daily lessened by the multitudes of deaths here which has 
proved a grave to a large portion of the colony and to more 
than half the detatchment and officers sent imder Major 
Killpatrick, all which might have been avoided by a prudent 
proceedure to Madrass as above. Why this was not done, in 
preference to the advices sent and our miserable residence 
here, I am a stranger, and have not yet received or heard one 
tolerable reason to support the measure. It has been alledged 
the quitting the river would have been giving up the cause. 
Had this been done, it would have been only giving up a 
cause already lost, and which they themselves had first 
abandoned. The fleet quitting the river would have lulled 
the enemy into a security which would greatly have facilitat- 
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points out not only the danger and inutility of these bat- 
terys but tlie impropriety of forming an extent of line we had 
not men to defend. And to complete our blunders in engineer** 
ing, a trench was sunk through your park from north to south 
within little more than half muskett shot of your bastions, 
the earth of which proved (after the advanced batteries were 
withdrawn) a secure breast work to the enemy, and from 
whence they did us the greatest injury with their small arms. 
We were, it is plain, engineers in theory only, with the addi- 
tional misfortune that those in superiour command either had 
no judgment in the direction or did not chusc to show it, 
whilst others who had probably better could not with pro- 
priety interfere; to which I may add we had neither time for 
projection or execution; and still further proof we should have 
remained satisfied in occupying the houses round us and trusted 
to our fort only. 

41. A third error, and which I esteem a capital one, was 
the neglecting to attack the rear of that body of troops, which 
supported the enemy’s 12 pounder in their attack of the Jail 
the 18th. This body consisted of 5000 chosen men and officers. 
The troops that defended this post sustained the enemy’s 
attack for some time in the open road before the Jail with two 
field pieces and their small arms; but being entirely open to 
the enemy and having some killed and several wounded, they 
were obliged at last to retreat under cover into the Jail with 
their field pieces, having before prepared two ambrazures for 
them in the wall, which commanded the avenue through which 
the enemy was advancing, and the post was obstinately and 
gallantly defended for a great whfie under the command of 
Monsr. Lo Boaume and Ensign Carstairs. During the attack 
of this post and just after the troops retreated into the Jail, 
we projected at the centre advanced batteiy, the attacking the 
enemy in the rear with 25 or 30 men and 2 field pieces, to be 
marched from the north battery, whilst we advanced two more 
from our post with all our infantry and militia and joined the 
troops at the Jail to make one general sally and attack on 
them in front, whilst the detachment from the northward fell 
on the rear by order of Captain Clayton who commanded at 
the centre advanced battery. I wrote strenuously to the 
President to let him know our intentions and to request he 
would instantly order the detatchment with a couple of field 
.pieces to advance into the middle road on the enemy’s rear, to 
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ed the re-taking your settlement, whereas our residence in it 
have kept them on the allarm and preparations are made for 
the defence of it which probably would never been thought 
of. Nor is it possible in my conception to account for this 
strange perseverance in misery and heavy charge to your- 
selves but from these two motives which swayed the councils 
of those gentlemen who had quitted your fort, garrison aind 
effects whilst they bore the first characters of command in it. 
Conscious and self-condemned of a conduct not to be vindicat- 
ed, it became necessary that one of their own body should be 
dispatched to give the first impression of it. Had they pro- 
ceeded with the colony, a hundred mouths would have been 
open to report their conduct as' well as their own. This, 
.Hon’ble Sirs, must I think have been the principle they acted 
on, to allow them the shadow of consistence- If the gentle- 
men. support their remaining in the river from other even 
probable reasons, I will be the first to retract my sentiments; 
not my sentiments alone, but that of near the whole colony. 
More, I think, I need not say in support of my charge against 
these gentlemen that they justly incurr the censure of breach 
of trust, have acted with the highest imprudence, and been 
consistent in nothing but errors from the first moment they 
meditated abandoning your fort in the manner they did. It 
remains only that I prove they might safely have retrieved 
this unhappy step by a return to it with all the ships, and 
that by this neglect they not only further merit the censure 
I have already passed on them, but that of being strangers 
also to the very dictates of humanity. 


45. The Dodaly (with Messrs. Manningham and Fr ank! an d) 
and some other vessells fell down the river the 18th at night. 
Your President, with the rest of the ships, vessells and boats, 
followed them the 19th about nine in the forenoon; they lay 
in sight of our fort and flagg flying untill the 20th. About 
eleven forenoon, saw the St. George, our last resource was 
aground and could not come down to our succour, and heard 
us engaged with the enemy during all this period. They 
knew the desperate state they had left and abandoned us in, 
without all possibility or means to escape or retreat, and this 
their own doing. Ihey were sensible we had not ammuni^ 
tion to defend the fort two days, or if we had, that our 
strength, with continued fatigue, watching and action, was 
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which wc received answer that "It was impossible, there were 
not men to send". The error I censure on this incident, is the- 
not sufficiently considering the importance of it, and the troops, 
that might have been without danger or inconvenience delatch* 
ed on this service had the north advanced battery been divest- 
ed entirely of the musketry stationed there, and with the- 
volunteers sent out, the post would have run no risque, whilst 
there remained only a single officer and people of the train, 
sufficient to attend the battery; or on the march of the detach- 
ment (if it had been judged necessary), that battery might 
have been re-inforced with a detachment of the militia frora 
the fort as ours had been the 17th at night under Ensign. 
Charles Douglas, when Captain Clayton was ordered on a. 
piquet of 50 men to secure the retreat of Lieutenant Blagg and 
the troops from Baagbuzar; or some people might have beeru 
draughted off from the south advanced battery, which had not 
once been (or was likely to be) attacked; the misfortune of 
this neglect will best appear from the allmost certain conse- 
quences which would have attended the carrying it into execu- 
tion. There was no impediment that could have obstructed 
the detatchment arriving directly close on the back of the 
enemy, who would have been between two fires, without hard- 
ly a possibility of a tithe of the whole- body escaping a repulse 
and slaughter, which I am convinced would have struck such 
a panick into the enemy as in all human probability, had 
obliged the Suba to have retreated and droped his designs 
against us. Touching the error, I am far from blaming your 
President; I only regret his misfortune of having no command- 
ing military officer near him, who could have seen at first 
sight and convinced him of the important use this sally would* 
have been to the service. 

42. The abandoning the center advanced battery at the* 
Court House has by some been asserted as the cause of the- 
loss of the fort, and consequently comes under the head of our 
errors, and requires consideration in the 4th place, the more 
so as I am convinced much stress will be laid on this cause by 
those who are totally strangers to the situation of things at 
that battery or the reasons which made it needfull to abandon*, 
it. This post was commanded by Captain Clayton, as eldest 
captain (next to the Commandant), myself, as captain of the 
first company of militia, was stationed under him. At this*. 
battery, with a detachment of the militia, we had on the whole, 
including officers, batallion volunteers, militia and train, about. 



I082 LETTER TO COURT 

exhausted, and that we were reduced to the wretched alter- 
natives of either sacraficing our lives by resolving to dye- 
sword in hand, or surrender ourselves to an enraged and 
merciless enemy; and yet neither ship, vessell or boat was. 
sent to favour our retreat, enquire what was our fate or 
whether we existed or had perished. To palliate this (I 
believe unequalled inhumanity) , the danger of returning 
with the ships has been, I hear, alledged. Capt. Grant, in his 
letter to us in vindication of himself the 20th August, asserts- 
he more than once urged your President to move up with all 
the ships and sloops before the fort, once in the presence of 
Capt. Young, commander of the Dodaly, who represented it 
as a dangerous attempt. I submit it to^ you, Hon'ble Sirs, tc 
determine whether your President ought to have remained' 
satisfyed with an answer of this kind, or whether the ships 
would have run greater risque in moving up 'to the fort than 
they did in moving down from it; or if there actually had 
been danger in the attempt (of which there was not even the 
shadow whilst we remained in possession of the fort), was- 
the preservation of the lives of so many brave and valueable 
men as were cooped up in it, with your treasure, effects, books 
etc., of such small estimation with these gentlemen as not to 
merit one attempt to retrieve them, though even this attempt 
had been attended with danger? But it has been urged that 
they were at no certainty whether we were in possession of 
the fort or not, and by some conjectured that we had sur- 
rendered or the place taken by assault and that the flagg was 
only kept flying by the enemy to decoy the fleet back. But if 
these were the doubts which actuated them, why did they not 
satisfy themselves? A single sloop or boat sent up in the 
night of the 19th might have hailed us on the bastions with- 
out risque, even had the place been in possession of the enemy, 
the contrary of which they would have been ascertained in, 
and the fleet might have moved up that night. This motion- 
would have put fresh spirits in us, and given dismay to the 
enemy already not a little disheartened by the numbers slain 
in the day when dislodged from the .houses round us and' 
otherways, particularly by our shells and cannon at Lady 
Russell’s and the Court House. Had . the ships moved up and* 
our forces re-united, and part of the ammunition on board' 
them dis-embarked for the service of. the fort, the Suba at 
last might have been obliged to retreat with his army or at 
. worst the effects might have been shipped off the 20th even' 
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90 men and 15 buxerries, 2 six pounders mounted^ on the bat* 
tery, 2 field pieces and 2 eighteen pounders. From the most 
superficial view of this post, it was evident to any capacity 
that the enemy would never venture to make an open attack 
against it. Our musketry for this reason became useless at the 
battery; the manifest and only service that could be made of 
them was stationing them in the houses round us which com- 
manded the battery, and the lesser avenues leading to it, but 
this very important step not seeming to be attended to by 
Captain Clayton, myself and Captain Henry Wedderburn, my 
lieutenant took the liberty to represent to him the utility and 
absolute necessity of this measure. Piqued, I fear, that a thing 
so obvious did not occur to himself, he replyed “there was 
not men enough, he would not weaken his post,” though this 
most certainly was the only means of strengthening it. Often 
as we urged it, he persisted in his error, the consequence was 
natural; the enemy, benefiting themselves 'by our neglect, took 
possession of every house round us and of the play house also, 
after the Jail was abandoned in the afternoon, and from thence, 
by half past 4 in the afternoon, were breaking out several loop 
holes bearing on our battery. About this time the enemy had 
forced the pass by Mr. Putham’s house and had got in multi- 
tudes within our lines; they had obliged the detachment from 
Captain Buchanan’s post, under Lieutt Blagg, to retreat to the 
south battery. They had also obliged the guard by Mr. 
Lascell’s house, which we had reinforced with 2 serjeants and 
20 men to retire and were seemingly advancing to attack our 
post in flank through the Loll Baag and intercept our retreat; 
but having brought one of the 18 pounders to bear upon them 
and sweep the whole easterly side of the lesser great tank, we 
stopped their career with much slaughter, the fort at the same 
time keeping a warm fire upon them from the bastions- Thus 
circumstanced. Captain Cla3d:on ordered me (I think about 5 
afternoon) to go down to the fort and represent the state of 
the battery, and receive orders whether the fort should be 
withdrawn or maintained. The orders were to withdraw it 
immediately and spike up the cannon v/e could not bring off. 
I returned with these orders and, to my astonishment, found 
the 2 eighteen pounders and 1 of the six pounders on the bat- 
tery spiked up, and the post in such confusion as bars all 
description. There was nothing could have prevented out 
bringing off the cannon and making the most regular and 
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in thf* force* Irtc] of the enemy, without having power to- 
ob:vlniel it; and a general retreat been made of the whole gar- 
rfran, ni: glnrlotjs to mir^elvers all circumstances considered, 
a;, a victory v.‘otj!d have hocir, the gentlemen would then have 
fomui a plan ready fanned to the minutest circumstance for a 
giner.al retreat that would hav<‘ been attended with no dis- 
or<:er, confusion or difnculty, if proper resolution and com- 
mar.tl b.nd .appean'il. Had your President, as was encumbent 
on him. hoisted his fiagg on board the Dodaly, of which he- 
v/ar. Idtewire part-owner, anti moved up oven the 20lh, not 
a man or but v.‘o\jltl have followed him and ho would 

then b.r.ve been early (‘nour.h to have given a new face to 
tiling;-.: but in plan.' of that, he rendcrotl him.‘;olf totally in- 
e>;ni:'able by not only quitting us himself, but in lottingf 
otb.erc, and .'.niongr.t tb.em some of the ofneers of die militia then 
er. i'o:.;.: ;!;<■ poiialy. th.tt tb.*.* retreat was general, thereby cooling 
tb.e refflutien-: and ejub'av<'urs of tbo.'ie who were returning to- 
il''., and b.ad never once entertained a thought of quilting the 
fort. Ti'.e v.'ant of be:-!:; has been another cause allcdgcd for 
:i gener.".! re*.v<-at not being practicable. Were there any 
gr.'und:'. fi'-r tb.is r.’ ia rtion, where did the fault lye? Though 
tin re might h.avi* lo t-n few boats at the Crane Gat, when the 
v.'<-nt otT. Vet it is a known truth that the wharfs to 
the right and b-f; v.-ere bnefl with them and that not one of 
the.m st-.rred from the shore untill immediately after he put off. 
win n th.ey all rotved cro.;;; the river, most of them with grain 
on liaarJ, and tins desi-r’.ion occasioned by neglect of the obvious 
me.arure of having, a mifiicicnt guard over them. But to obviate 
every excuse that can possibly be urged against the facility with 
which we could have made the retreat general, I will suppose 
th.-re h.ad not ;t country boat existed, those belonging to the 
ships, and the small craft, brou.ght close in shore would have 
bw-n amply sufTicient to have embarked the effects, garrison 
and their faniilys, which we had not at all despaired of cflccting, 
even with the .St, George’s 3 or 4 boats (had she happily [sic] 
come down to our .succour) and the assistance of Captain Wilher- 
ington’s pinnace, then lying at the Crane. But in short, Hon’ 
bio Sirs, it is not to be wondered at that, in a panick such 
as here evidently pos.sossed those In the chief command and 
<lirecUon, means the most obvious should cither not occurr 
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soldier like retreat, had we been commanded by an ofhcer of 
resolution and judgment; but as it was, our retreat had more 
the appearance of a confused rout, bringing off only one field 
piece, and the cannon spiked with so little art, that they were 
easily drilled and turned against us. The orders for with- 
drawing this post, circumstanced' as it then was, carryed the 
utmost propriety with it (the enemy having then made lodg- 
ments in the theatre and houses close round us), for though 
with our cannon and cohorn shells advanced without the bat- 
tery, we dislodged the enemy from two of the houses, to wit, 
Mr. Bourchier’s and that formerly belonging to Mr. Twiss, yet 
in an hour more not a man could have appeared on the battery 
or stirred in or out of Court House without being a dead mark 
to the enemy, to say nothing of our people having been need- 
lessly fatigued and harassed to such a degree that I believe in 
two hours more not a man of us would have had strength 
enough to have walked to the fort. On the orders being issued 
for abandoning our post, precipitate orders were sent to 
Captain Buchanan, and Captain Lieutenant Smith, immediate- 
ly to withdraw from the other two advanced batteries and 
spike up their cannon. The reason pleaded and urged in 
defence for this hasty step was “The absolute necessity of 
doing it as soon as the centre battrary was withdrawn”. To this 
I am obliged to object as a reason very insufficient; if any 
reasons at all subsisted for their being erected and maintained 
prior to the withdrawing the center battery, they subsisted as 
much, if not more, afterwards; at least, there was no cause in 
nature for the order for spiking up the cannon. The south 
advanced battery had never been attacked, the northerly had 
in the morning, and repulsed the enemy, the only circumstance 
to be apprehended was the retreat pf the troops being cut off, 
which was easily guarded against as we knew the enemy was 
within our lines. A reserve battery had been thrown up across 
the principal south avenue, just opposite to the Company’s 
house, and close under the cover of the guns from the two 
southerly bastions, with intention that Captains Buchanan’s 
command should retire to it with his cannon, in case he was 
obliged to retire from the advanced battery at the bridge, but 
this was never thought off. At this reserve battery they could 
not have been attacked without infinite loss to the enemy nor 
flanked from the intrenchment cut through the park or Lol] 
Baag which, in its whole length, was scoured by our small 
arms from the church; that and Mr. Eyre’s house being taken 
possession of on abandoning the centre battery, which like- 
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•or be neglected; nor that handles, the most weak and improba- 
ble, should be laid hold of to extenuate the conduct resulting 
from it. As such, I think myself justify cd in treating every 
reason advanced in vindication of these gentlemen quiting 
your fort in the manner they did, and not returning wlien 
they had it so demonstrable in their power, and thereby losing 
the means of saving your treasure, books and eflecls; of preserv- 
ing the lives of the many gallant worthy men who persisted 
in their defence and thus fell a sacrafizc; . of preventing the 
tears of the fatherless children and- widows loft destitute and 
unhappy, as well as those of the many parents and relations 
deprived thus of the ornaments of their famil 3 's in the miser- 
able death of a number of the most promising youths you over 
had in your service; and lastly of saving myself and others 
your faithfull servants, from chains, shame and imprison- 
ment with other distresses and sufferings hardly to be 
described. 

46. This subject, lion’ble Sirs, disagreeable as it is, I must 
not quit, without speaking to an aspersion which has been 
spread in the fleet and I doubt not elsewhere, “That those who 
were left behind and some of the principal of them intended 
going, had not the means of doing it been cut off from them, 
and so made a virtue of necessity.” This assertion I will ven- 
ture to term bold as well as base, being founded on the con- 
jecture only of some, with important* hopes to reduce others 
on a level with themselves. The intentions of the hearl are 
impenetrable but to the breast it dwells in; therefore I can only 
sa 5 % I solemnly believe that not a man left in the fort had any 
intention or design of quiting it but in a general retreat, nor 
^ould aught be discovered in their behaviour that either did 
then, or could since, give me cause to alter my sentiments. As 
to myself, against whom I don’t question but this slandei^ is 
chiefly aimed, it has been also as audaciously said that I was not 
only privy to your Pi^esident’s going away but was to have gone 
with him. Of both, he has honourably and publicldy acquited 
me. My knowing myself free from this scandalous imputetioa 
of intending to quit your fort (otherwise than in a general re- 
treat) is not enough; it is my duty to convince my hon’ble 
masters likewise that such couli not be any design, if it had, my 
motives were superiour, the means equally in my power, and 

•Holweir? 7 «< 7 ja Tracts, p. 327 has "impotent”,- 
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•wise secured the retreat of Capt. Lieutenant Smith’s command, 
;so that there could be no reason for quitting either of those 
posts in the precipitate manner they were, which was the cause 
■of infinite confusion amongst ourselves and of no small 
encouragement to the enemy, and proves a support to the 
•censure I think I have justly passed on our second capital error, 
that it had been a happy incident if these out posts had never 
been thought of. I must not quit this subject without doing 
particular justice to Lieutenant Blagg and 10 of our volunteers 
(8 of them your covenanted seiwants) viz., Messrs. Law, Ellis, 
Tooke, N. Drakei Chas Smith, Wilkinson, Dod, Knapton, Wil- 
liam Parker and Mackpherson; these gentlemen were detatch- 
ed from Capt. Buchanan’s post to sustain serjeant and 16 men 
posted in Mr. Goddard’s house to defend the post at Mr. 
Putham’s and threw themselves into Captain Minchin’s house, 
from the top of which they made a great slaughter of the 
enemy: and when that post was forced, the serjeant and his 
men made a precipitate retreat to the battery, without once 
thinking of the gentlemen posted at Captain Minchin’s, where 
these had a long and bloody conflict with a number of the 
enemy most unequall, and at last forced a retreat glorious to 
themselves, but with the loss of two of their small detatch- 
ment viz., Messrs. Smith and Wilkinson who by mistake was 
•separated from the body; the first refused quarter and kille'd 
5 of the enemy before be fell, the other called for quarter but 
was denyed it and cut to pieces. 

43. I have now brought you, Hon’ble Sirs, to the fifth and 
last act of our tragedy of errors which "brought on as fatal and 
melancholly a catastrophe, I believe, as ever the annals of any 
people or colony of people suffered since the days of Adam; to 
wit, the Governour, Messrs. Manningham, Frankland, Mackett, 
ihe principal officers and a considerable part of the colony, 
abandoning your fort, effects and garrison, with the ships and 
vessells, whereby the retreat of those who remained were to 
all intents and purposes cut off to the number of about 170 
persons, and left a sacrifice to an exasperated and merciless 
enemy, amongst those, four of your Council, a great number 
of your principal and valuable covenanted servants, three 
military captains, several commanders of ships, 8 or 9 commis- 
sioned officers, many of the principal inhabitants and others.- 
Our proceedings in this distressful! situation I have m.few 
-words summed up in my letter of the 17th Jv''’*'>.from the capit^ 
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the reflection less in proportion to the less command and trust 
invested in me. These gentlemen declare they embarked no 
private eftects, belonging either to themselves or constituents. 
The Diligence now lying at my Gat, I sent orders the 18th 
afternoon from the out battery to embark my cash, plate, 
essential papers and some jewells and in all to the value of 
about fifty to' fifty two thousand Arcot Rupees, which was 
done by my own people (my servants having before brought 
me word every cooly in the settlement was employed in 
emptying the rice boats at the factory so that they could 
not get people to carry them to the fort where most people’s 
valuable effects were deposited) ; my godowns being ■unfor- 
tunately full of heavy and cumbersome goods, there was no 
possibility of embarking them, or depositing them in the fort, 
though my house so far detatched as surely to be one of the 
first possessed and plundered by the enemy which so hap- 
pened. Had my intentions been to abandon the settlement; 
the temptation was great, and still greater as the whole re- 
mains of my fortune then in Calcutta was embarked, the 
means in my own hands, the vessell under no command but 
my own, without any possibility of my being obstructed the 
whole night of the 18th or the morning of the 19th. If such 
had been my design, I might have laid hold of the pretence 
to accompany Mrs. Drake and the ladys embarked on board 
the Diligence, about eleven the night of the 18th, or after- 
wards, when I requested and sent Monsr. Le Beaume with 
three of my servants to embark on board that vessell for the 
greater security of her and the ladies. Such were the op- 
portunities and such were the temptations I had to have quit- 
ted your fort, but the thought never entered my breast nor 
that it could enter the breast of any one else, with the cer- 
tainty there was of the retreat being general the succeeding 
night, that I neither did go nor had a sentiment that tendered 
to it, I am still happy in, notwithstanding all my sufferings, 
and though with this reflection that if I had gone I had, in all 
humane probability, saved the above remains of my fortune 
which fell a prey to the enemy the 21st at Buddgea,* without 
any one friendly, humane or salutary step being taken by the 
fleet or those who commanded in it to preserve her, the officer on 


board having weighed in the general rout and accompanyed the 
other ships, without my orders or knowledge. As to our having 
made “a virtue of necessity”, these gentlemen should be the ' 
♦Holwells , India Tracts, p. 329 has “Buzbudgee”. , 
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of the province, which I beg leave to repeat here, lest that letter.' 
by any accident should not have reached you. 

“Mr. Pearkes waving his right of seniority, he, with 
the gentlemen of Council, with the unanimous approval of 
the gentlemen in the service, the garrison and inhabitants, 
elected me their Governour and Administrator of your 
affairs during the troubles, and suspended your late Presi- 
dent and Messrs. Manningham, Frankland, and Mackett- 
from your service for this breach of trust, as also the- 
military officers who accompanyed them.” 

In my letter above referred to, I indiscriminately blamed! 
the whole who had left us in which I may well be excused, for 
I had it not then in my power to make the just distinctions and 
exceptions I have here already done; for in truth it can be in- 
cumbent only on your Governour and Commander in Chief and 
the gentlemen of Council and the officers who accompanyed 
him in this defection to vindicate, if possible, this piece of 
conduct; nor can it be wondered that those neither in trust or 
command should quit a cause where those who bore the highest 
distinctions in both deserted it. That the fort was not tenable 
is a truth cannot be contradicted, anymore than that a general 
retreat with all its effects, publick and private, might with ease 
have been effected, had those on whom it rested done their 
duty. When I mention a general retreat, I would be under- 
• stood to mean no more than of the European inhabitants, the- 
garrison and their familys; as for the multitude of others v/hich. 
were, by an infatuation not to be accounted for, admited into- 
the fort, to the number of 6000 at least, they must have been-, 
abandoned; they would have suffered nothing by being left, 
behind, and have caused much embarrassment and distress to- 
the whole by being embarked. As I have before done justice 
to the officers of militia and others who were embarked, with- 
out (I am convinced) having any intention to abandon the- 
fort, I must in this place likewise render justice to the best, 
of my knowledge and information to the character of one of 
your Board, Mr. William Mackett; this gentleman bad the 
command of the 2nd company of militia and on the 17th at. 
night went to see his lady and children on board the Dodaly 
where about 11 at night he left her, dangerously ill as she was, 

•Holwcll’s 7 «*o. Tracts,?. 317 and Hill’s BengaZ tn i75tf-57» Vol. II, p. 3 ^. 
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to reproach us or take an advantage even in expression of the 
necessity they had reduced us to; that any has assumed a virtue 
from it, I do not believe; we did our duty and no more in defend- 
ing your property as long as was in our power, which certainly 
is a virtue comparatively considered to those who did not do 
their duty. 


47. Thus, Hon’ble Sirs, I have with strict truth to the 
utmost of my knowledge and remembrance traced out and 
laid before you the causes and various capital errors which 
caused the loss of your Presidency and your settlements 
in the provinces. Necessary as it has been, I am 
sensible by what I feel myself on this subject, how un- 
pleasing to you, therefore will not give you further pain than 
in the addition of a few lines, explaining the manner your 
fort was surrendered, on which I find I have in my letters 
from Muxadavad and Houghley been rather too short. 

48. Having been much pressed at different times on the 
■20th by the gentlemen of Council and others to throw out a 
flagg of truce, I opposed it as much as possible, foreseeing the 
little utility would arise from it, considering the enemy we 
had to deal with, and that they were as perfectly acquainted 
with our distressed Situation as we ourselves; however, to 
quiet the minds of every body as much as in my power, I 
caused a letter to be wrote the 20th early in the morning by 
Omychund, who was left a prisoner in the fort, to Raja Monick 
■Chund to the following purport. “That as he and his house 
had always been a friend and tenant to the English, we hoped 
to experience it on this occasion, and that he would use his 
influence with the Suba to order his troops to cease hostilities; 
that we were ready to obey his commands, and persisted only 
in defending the fort, in preservation of our lives and 
honours.” At this period I was at no certainty of the Suba’s 
being at the siege and all the hopes I had from this letter or 
a flagg of truce was to amuse untill the St. George came down, 
nnd that we might have the night to make our general retreat 
in. About noon, as I before observed, the enemy was repuls- 
■ed from the attacks they made this day to the northward and 
a cessation on both sides ensued for more than two houra, and 
not one of the enemy were to be seen; the gentlemen of 
Council, officers and inhabitants still pressing me, I was pre- 
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to his station as Commander in Chief of all His Majesty’s land 
forces in the East Indies. 

5. An Act having passed this present session of Parliament 
for empowering the Company to hold courts martial in the East 
Indies and at St. Helena, wee have sent a separate packet by 
the Warren directed to you containing the necessary powers and 
instructions together with a letter of directions dated this day 
for carrying the same into execution, which wee have ordered 
the President and Council of Fort St. George to forward to you 
by the first safe conveyance that offers, and to which therefore 
you are particularly referred. 

6. Least any accident should happen to the Warren, wee send 
a duplicate of the said packet to Bombay to be carefully forward- 
ed to you from thence by the first safe conveyance that offers. 

We are. 

Your loving friends, 

Richard Chauncy/R. Drake/Whichcott Turner /Tlios. 
Rous/W. Willy/Will. Braund/J. Winter/Stephen Law/ 
Willm. Rider/Timothy Tullie/Z. P. Fonnereau/W. 
Wilberforce Junr./Peter Du Cane/W. Mabbott/Christo 
Burrow. 

London, 15th March, 1754. 

(Ref. — Copies of records obtained from India Office Vol. 18, 
1754-55, pp. 60-61.) 
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LETTER DATED 15 MARCH 1754 

The Act of Parliament authorising punishment for mutiny 
and desertion among the Company’s forces — persons authorised 
to appoint courts-material. 

O UR President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. His Majesty having been graciously pleased to assist us 
with a regiment of his forces under the command of Col. Jt' * 
Adlercron, and they being under the martial law, we the 
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necessary for our service that the troops in our pay should be 
subject to the same discipline, and although the Company are 
sufiRciently authorised by their charters to exercise martial law 
in time of war or open hostility, yet there being some uncer- 
tainty in determining what should be deemed to be war and open 
hostility and it being likewise necessary to prevent our forces 
deserting and that they should be kept under due regulation even 
in time of peace so as to render them useful as occasion shall 
iequire, we have obtained an Act of Parliament for punishing of 
mutiny and desertion among our forces, and His Majesty in con- 
sequence of this Act has established articles of war for the trial 
of offenders and the better government of our troops as well as 
his own 

2. The Act of Parliament and articles of war as to the forces in 
our pay is to take place from the publication of them at your 
settlement, and so long as any of His Majesty’s forces shall be 
there employed to act in defence of our settlement, or to assist 
against the Company’s enemies, the power of appointing courts 
martial is lodged in the Commander in Chief of the King’s forces, 
and the Court of Directors have power to authorise their 
President and Council to appoint courts martial within the 
jurisdiction of the settlement, and to authorise them to empower 
the commander in chief of any detachment of any of the Com- 
pany’s soldiers to do the like whilst detached from the 
settlement 

3. The •several warrants or commissions for putting this Act in 
execution, we send you herewith, and as the appointing of 
persons to officiate as judge advocates at courts martial you will 
find to be necessary, Vr'e send you the form of such an appoint- 
ment. and we shall give you such instructions with regard to 
proceedings at courts martial as we are informed are necessary 
and agreeable to the practice here. 

4. The papers we send you are as follows, viz.. 

The printed Act of Parliament with the articles of war 
anne.xed. 


A commission under His Majesty’s royal sign manual 
awithorising Colonel John Adlercron and the Commander in 
Cjnc-f A*c. to appoint courts martial. 
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mailed on to consent to a flagg of truce being thrown out be- 
■fore dark. About 4 afternoon word was brought me that 
some of the enemy was advancing with a flagg in his hand 
and called us to cease firing and that we should have quarter 
if we surrendered. This was judged a favourable jimcture to 
-answer it with a flagg of truce; ^accordingly I repaired with 
the flagg on the original south east bastion, where Captain 
Buchannan was then posted and ordered firing to cease. I 
had a letter prepared with me addressed to Roy Doolub, the 
general of his forces, “Importing an overture to cease hostili- 
ties untm the Suba could be wrote to and his pleasure known.” 
This letter I threw over the ramparts and hoisted the flagg 
of truce on the bastion. The letter was taken up by the per- 
son who advanced with the flagg who retired with it; soon 
■after multitudes of the enemy came out of their hiding places 
round us and flocked under the walls. A short parley ensued, 
I demanded a truce to hostilities untill the Suba’s pleasure 
could be known, to which I was answered by one of his 
officers from below that the Suba was there, and his pleasure 
was that we should immediately strike our colours and sur- 
render the fort and ourselves, and that we should have 
quarter. I was going to reply when at that instant Mr. William 
BaUlie, standing near me, was slightly wounded by a muskett 
ball from the enemy on the side of his head, and word was 
brought me that they were attempting to force the south 
west barrier and were cuting at the eastern gate. On being 
ascertained of this, I ordered Captain Buchanan to point a 
cannon from the bastion which flanked the eastern curtain 
and told them to withdraw from the walls or I would instant- 
ly fire amongst them. They withdrew and I immediately 
took down the flagg of truce and steped to the parade to issue 
orders for a general discharge of our cannon and small arms. 
The manner* I arrived there. Captain Dickson (who now 
commands the Lively Grabb at present in your service) and just 
after him Ensign Walcot came running to me and told me the 
western gate was forced by our own people and betrayed. I 
instantly sent Ensign Walcot with orders to see if there was no 
possibility of securing it again; he returned and told me it was 
impossible, for the locks and bolt were forced off. On this 
returned to Captain Buchanan’s post and found some of the 
enemy’s colours planted on the bastion. I asked him how he 
came to suffer it, he replyed he foimd farther resistance was 
for that the moment I had left him advice was brought 
• Holwell’s Ittdia Tracts, p. 331 has ‘‘moment”. V-' 
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No. i6 — TO October jys 5 ‘ 

1. Letters of mart (p. 120) — ^Letters of marque granted by a 
sovereign authorizing seizure of the subjects or goods of a foreign state 
by way of retaliation or reprisal for injuries. It also meant a licence 
or extraordinarj* commission granted by a government to a private 
person to fit out an armed vessel to cruise as a privateer or corsair at 
sea and make prize of the enemy’s ships and merchandise under such 
a commission, the acts so committed being not regarded as piracy. 

2. Provisional treaty and truce (p. lii) — three months’ 
truce on II October 1754 was followed by a provisional treaty which 
was signed on 31 December 1754. 

3. Saunders (p. 121) — ^Thomas Saunders was the Governor 
of Fort St. George from 19 December 1750 to 14 January 1755. 

No. 18 — ip December J755. 

I. Humhums (p. 128 ) — Hammam is a cloth of thick stout texture 
and apparently so named from its having been used at hammaniy a 
Turkish bath. 

No. 19 — ji February 17S6. 

1. Crane Gauts (p. 136) — Craneghat, the landing stairs oppo- 
site the principal river gate of Fort William. 

2. The Nabob of Cuttack (p. 145) — Mirza Saleh, Deputy 
Governor of Orissa since Septemlier 1752. 

3. A late revolution at Dacca (p. 145) — ^The reference is to 
the assassination of Husain Quli Khan, Nawazish Muhammad’s deputy 
at Dacca, at the instigation of Sirajud Daulah, and the subsequent 
appointment of Rajballabh in his place. (Ghulam Husain- Khan, 
Seir-Mutakhcriiti Vol. II, pp. 122-25.) 

4. Stringer Lawrence (p. 146) — ^Was appointed Commander- 
in-Chief in the East Indies in 1752. Replaced by Adlercron in 1754. 

5. Similia (p. 148) — Simla, an area in north Calcutta, now a 
part of Ward VI of the Corporation of Calcutta. 

6. Dussutary (p. 150) — ^From the Persian word dasttir, 
custom and dasturi, that which is customary. A customary fee, 
perquisite, or commission of a broker. 

7. Surman’s embassy (p. 156) — ^John Surman had led an 
embassy to Emperor Farrukhsiyar’s Court in 1714. 

No. 20 — ^29 Decetnber 2756. 

I. Point Palmiras (p. 175) — ^Headland at the most projecting 
part of the combined Mahanadi and Brahmani delta in Cuttack District. It 
-was an important landmark for ships bound from the south for the 
mouth of the Hooghly, particularly because of dangerous shoal off 
it. Not to be confused with another point of the Mahanadi ' delta, 
24 miles to the south-west, which is called False Point, from its liabi- 
lity to be mistaken for Point Palmyras. 
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the western gate being betrayed, and returning myseH I saw 
below multitudes of the enemy who had entered that way, and 
others who had scaled by the south west bastion and the new 
godowns — that bastion and the barrier, as I afterwards learnt, 
having been deserted at the time the western gate Avas forced. 
To the first jemmautdaar who scaled at the bastion I advanced 
and delivered my pistols; he told me to order instantly the 
colours to be cut down; I reply edj I would give no such orders, 
they were marched to* the fort and might order it themselves. 
He demanded my sword, I refused to give it but in presence of 
the Suba; on which the jemmautdaar carryed it tot the ramparts, 
opposite to where the Suba was below, without the walls; from 
thence T made him the customary salaam and delivered my sword 
to his jemmautdaar; the Suba from his litter returned my 
salaam, and moved round to the northward and entered the fort 
by the small western gate. I had three interviews with him that 
evening, one in Durbar. At first he expressed much resentment 
at our presumption in defending the fort against his army with 
so few men, asked why I did not run away with my Gov- 
emour etc., seemed much disappointed and dissatisfyed at 
the sum found m the treasury, asked me many questions on 
this subject, to all which I made the best replys that occurred; 
and in the conclusion he assured me on the word of a soldier 
that no harm should come to me, which he repeated more 
than once. The consequence proved how little regard was 
paid to this assurance, for I was with the rest of my fellow 
sufferers etoout 8 at night, cramed into the Black Hole prison 
and passed a night of horrors I will not attempt to describe, 
as they baf all description. On the ensuing morning (the 
21st June), I was taken out from amongst the dead and again 
carryed before the Suba, more dead than alive. He seemed, 
little affected. I told him the miserable catastrophe of my 
companions; he answered me by saying, he wa*! well informed 
there was an immense treasure buryed or secretted in the 
fort and that I was privy to it, and commanded me to point 
out where it was hid, if I expected favour (one of his jem- 
mautdaars had told me on the way .the cause of my being- 
sent for and advised me to make a full discovery or that 1 
should be shott of from. the mouth of a cannon the next half 
hour)., I urged every thing possible against the information, 
he had received, or that if such a thing had been, done, I was 

r •: Holwdl’s ; p. 33ii * his “masters : 

t Ibid., p. 332 has “nie round”. 
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No. I— JO January J747I8. 

1. Kedgeree (p. 183) — ^Khijiri or Kijari, a village near the mouth 
of the Hooghly, on the west bank and 68 miles below Calcutta. It was 
formerly well known as a usual anchorage of the larger Indiamen bound 
for Calcutta. In the latter quarter of the 19th century a sand-bank 
formed in the channel and the place lost its importance. 

2. Anjengo (p. 184) — A village in Travancore State, 72 miles 
north of Cape Comorin, it was one of the earliest English settlements 
in India. 

3. Ingellee (p. 185) — Hijili, a village in Contai subdivision# 
Midnapore District, Bengal. The place was an important centre of 
salt manufacture and was ceded to the Company by Mir Qasim in 
1760. 

4. Pagodas (p. 186 ) — K coin, both gold and silver, once current 
in South India. The gold pagoda was also called varaha or him. In 
1818 the rupee was made the standard coin and one pagoda was reckoned 
as equivalent to 3^ rupees. 

5. Ingeram (p. 190) — Injaram, a village in Godavari district, 
Madras, once famous for its fine cloths. 

6. Soosies (p. 195) — Susis, a kind of “fine coloured cloth 

striped in the direction of the warp with silk, or cotton lines of a diff- 
erent colour, the cloth being called dokanni if the stripe has two lines, 
if three tinkanni, and so on.” (Birdwood, George C. M., 
Industrial Arts of India, p. 246). , 

7. Serry (p. 196) — Sari or Sarhi ( ? ), the cloth which constitutes 
the main part of a woman’s dress in Northern India, wrapt round 
the body and then thrown over the head. 

8. Juggutseat’s House (p. 197)— -Jagat Seths were “the Roth- 
schilds” of India, their transactions being “as extensive as those of 
the Bank of England”. The European companies used to borrow 
money from them. 

9. Banyan (p. 204) — Banian from the Sanskrit word Vanik, . 

a merchant. “A Banyan is a person by whom the /TEnglish i 

gentlemen in general transact all their business.” ([William. Bolls,, i 
Considerations on Indian Affairs, p. 80). 

10. MautoBray (p. 204) — MahtabRai, grandson of Fateh Chand. 

11. Bisdom, Adrian (p. 207) — ^For some time he was Chief of 
the Dutch factory at Cossimbazar. He was Director of the Dutch 
Council at Hooghly from 1753 to 1759 and Director of the Dutch'^ 
Council at Chinsura later on. 

12. Mircha (p. 209)— (Mirchaigang?) A place near Patna, once 
a great business mart of the dty. 
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totally a stranger to it; but all I could say seemed to gain no 
credit with the Suba, who ordered me a prisoner under charge 
of one of his generals, Mhir Modun, and with me Messrs. 
Court, Walcot and Burdet, as intimated in my letter from 
Muxadaved, to which letter I beg leave to refer for the 
account of our subsequent sufferings, and to subscribe myself 
with the most perfect respect and duty. 

Hon’ble Sirs 

Your ever faithfull and obedient humble seiVant, 

J. Z. HolweU 


Pulta, 

The 30th November, 1756. 

(Ref. Copies of records obtained from India Omce, jueriers 
to Court, Vol. 4, 1755-57, pp. 240-331. 

Published in Hill's, Bengal in 1756-57, Vol. II, pp. 1-52. 
Published in Holwell’s India Tracts, pp. 267-333. 

Paragraphs 9-11, 33, 35-37, 39-43, 45 and 48 published in 
Wilson's Old Fort William, Vol. II, pp. 75-99. 

Bengal end Madras papers, Vol. n, 1688-1757;y pp. 14-40.) 
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13. Hajcc Hamct (p. 210) — ^Haji Ahmad was ihc elder brother 
•of Alivardi Khan. He helped his brother in conquering Mur.shidal)ad. 
He was .staying with his son Zainuddin at Patna. 


iq. Panarack (p. 226) — ^I’unarak or Pandarak, a village on the Paina- 
Monghyr road miles from Patna. This was one of the camping 
grounds on the Ganges road from Bengal to Bihar. 

15. Novemberbund (p. 231) — In Murshidabad District there arc 
three seasons or bands for rearing cocoons, viz., the November hand 
from I October to the end of Februaiy, the March hand from i March 
to 30 June, and the July hand from i July to 30 September. 'I'he Nov- 
ember hand is the most impoiiant, for the silk worms thrive best in the 
cold season, and the silk is then better in qualii}' and much more valuable. 
The March hand is not so good, and the rainy .season band tlic v/or:>l. 

16. Guzzeratt (P* 231) — Gujarat, a variety of silk cloth then 
manufaaured at Gujarat. 

17. CommcrcoIIy Tp. 231) — Kumarkhali, a l;ind of silk cloth 
manufaaured at Kumarkhali, a small town of lower Bengal in Nadia 
District. 


iS. Marchbund (p. 232) — Sec Note No. 15 of this letter. 

19. Buddicpoor (p. 238)— Buglepor or Bhagalpur, hcad- 
quaners of the division and distria of the same name in Bengal fnov/ 
in Bihar) on the right bank of the Ganges, 

20. Jillcngec (p, 238)— Jalangi, a village in Munhidabad Dhlricl, 
on the Jalangi river, a tributary of the Ganges, .situated in 
latitude north and 8S®44'35' east. 


21- Phonsdar of Hnghley (p. 240) — Faujdar of Hooghly, Hoogh- 
ly was an impomnt pises, On-zccovnt of itz imporr^'s it v/as held 
by a fcujdcr or militar}* governor on behalf of the I'^av.'ab of Bengal. 

22. Jonkeram (p. Raja Janaidram was one of the- aaunehest 
and mc-st zsslous of AU^'srdi's frisnds and v/zr at t.bfs time hie prirzs 
minister. 




2?. Golamiassum Cawn '[p, 

f Seir-d.i‘utclihirin. 


Hc'ai.n 
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3. Culna (p. 275) — Kalna, headquarters of the subdivision; 
of the same name in Burdwan District, Bengal, situated on the right 
bank of the Hooghly. 

4. Cossaes Boualca (p. 276) — Khasa Boalia, khasa, a variety 
of fine muslin manufactured at Boalia in the Rajshahi District, Bengal. 

5. Cossaes Busna (p. 276) — Khasa Bhushna, khasa produced 
at Bhushna, a place 50 miles s.w. of Dacca. 

6. Deans Town (p. 277) — Dane’s Town, a place near Diamond 
Harbour opposite Hooghly Point. 

7. RangafouUa (p. 277) — Rangafala, a creek on the eastern bank 
of the river Hooghly near Diamond Harbour. 

8. Subah of Patna (p. 278) — Shamsher Ivhan was an Afghan 
general of Alivardi Khan. Dismissed from service in June 1746 on 
the suspicion of intriguing with Raghuji, he took service with Zain- 
ud-din, the Governor of Patna, nephew of Alivardi Khan, and then 
treacherously murdered him. 

9. Feizgong (p. 279) — Tcjgaon, three miles from Dacca where the 
East India Company had their original cantonment. 

10. Reas (p. 288) — Rees, the 25th part of an anna. Down to 
1834 accounts at Bombay were kept in rupees, quarters and recs. 

11. Dougazapatamn (p. 2S9) — ^Dugarajapatnam, a village in 
Nellore District, 40 miles north of Pulicat, now known as Armagaon. 

12. Rogue’s River (p. 290) — One of the Sundarbans channels, 
so called from its being frequented by pirates with a view 
to plundering crafts going up and down the Hooghly. It is either 
the present Chingri khal, entering immediately below Diamond Harbour ■ 
or Kulpi Creek, about 6 miles further down, more probably the former. 

No. 3 — 26 July 1748. 

I. John Forster (p. 294) — ^Was President of Bengal Council from 
4 February 1746 to 20 March 1748. 

No. 4 — zp November 1748. 

1. Calcoola (p. 296) — Geonkhali, a village in the Tamluk sub- 
division, Midnapur District, B^gal, situated on the right bank of the 
river Hooghly. Owing to its position opposite Hooghly Point, where 
the Hooghly estuary narrows into the river, the place was knoAvn to- 
the Europeans at an early date. 

2. Admiral GrifiEin (p. 299) — ^Thomas Griffin reached Bengal in. 
December 1746. He was promoted to be Rear-Admiral of the Red- ' 
on 5 July 1747, 3ttd Vice-Admiral of the Blue on 12 May 1748. In 
July 1748, he resigned the command to Admiral Boscawen. He sailed ■- 
for England in January 1749. 

3. Sydabad (p. 300) — Saidabad is a place near Murshidabad, , 
also called Farasdanga 
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4. Sundcrbund (p. 303) — Sundarbans, a tract of intersecting . 
creeks and channels, swamp}' islands and Jungles constituting the part 
of the Ganges delta nearest the sea. 

5. Futtua (p. 303) — ^Fatwa or Fatuha, a village seven miles 
cast of Patna. 

6 . Alahumet John (p. 304) — ^Thc reference is to the death of 
Muhammad Shall, Emperor of Delhi in 1748, and the succession of " 
his son Ahmad Shah. 

No. 6 — 2y January I748!p. 

1. Sootamally (p. 318) — Sutanati, literally, ‘cotton mart’. The 
northern portion of modem Calcutta. 

2. The Government (p. 319) — of Nawab Alivardi Khan. In 
174S the Nawab had protested to the Company’s Governor in Calcutta 
against the seizure of aomc trading vessels of the Armenian and the* 
Mughal merchants. Receiving no satisfactor}' reply from Calcutta, 
tlic Nawab adopted repressive measures against the English traders 
in their different factories. 

No. 8 — 24 February 174S/P. 

I. BraddyJl (p. 331) — Thomas Braddyll was President of the 
Council of Fort William from 29 January 1739 to February 1746. 

No. 9 — 70 August I74p. 

I. Culpec (p. 337) — ^Kulpi, a village on the Hooghly river in- 
the district of 24-Parganas, Bengal, about 33 miles (by water) south of 
Calcutta. 


2. Nunadges Mahmud Ceewne (p. 343) — ^Nawazish Muhammad- 
Khan was the eldest son of Haji Ahmad, brother of Alivardi Khan. 
He was appointed nominal Ditean of Bengal and Deputy . Governor 
of Dacca by Alivardi. 

3. Micrabib (p. 344) — ^Mir Habib, surnamed Habibullah Khan.- 
At first in the service of Murshid Quli Khan, Mir Habib later entered 
the service of Alivardi Khan but joined the Marathas and induced them 
to invade Orissa and Bengal. 

4. Doolooberam (p. 344) — ^Raja Durlabh Ram Mahindra was • 
the son of Raja Janakiram, Minister of Alivardi Khan. 

5. Biramdutt (p. 345)— Biram Datta succeeded Chin Ray as- 
the Chief Minister of Alivardi Khan. 

No. II — 13 January X74PISO. 

1. Bulramgarry (p. 372)— Balaramgarhi, a village in Balasore 
District, Orissa, 9 miles east of Balasore. The East India Company-' 
had a subordinate cloth factory here. 

2. Moansing (p. 378) — Mohan Singh Rawal was the ■ \of 

Bijagad, south of the Narbada. ’ . / % 
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3. Captain Delavaux (p. 380)— -Captain Alexander Delavat^ 
-was granted a Captain’s commission on 20 Janut^ I748 j and was 
-appointed Chief Engineer and Captain of the Train of Artillery at 
Fort St. David on 27 January. He was dismissed from the Company’s 
■service on 12 July 1749. 

No. 13 — 25 February 174^1 so. 

I. Terret (p. 402) — Tret, an allowance made for wear, damage, 
or deterioration in goods during transit from one place to another. 

No. 14 — 24 August 1750. 

1. Chowtars (p. 414) — Chautar, H. chau, four and tar, fold, 
sheets folded four times. Same as chautaha, chautahi — a variety of 
thick calicoes listed among Bepgal piece-goods. 

2. DMRs, (p. 416) — Dasmasa, Beng, das, ten, masa, goldsmith’s, 
weight — 17 grains; a rupee weighing about 170 grains: lo/ii of a current 
Tupee. The exch^geiate, however, fluctuated. 

3. Nurdeas (p. 418) — Nawardias, H. from P. nawardan, to fold; 
to twist; to crease; a weaver’s beam, on which he rolls the . cloth. 
These who wound the cloths upon their rollera. 

Taylor in his Descriptive and Historical Account of the Cotton Manu- 
factures of Dacca, pp. 98-99, has given a description as to how cloths were 
dressed and packed in the Dacca factory for transmission to England. 
“After the cloths are bleached they are delivered in a neat state to 
nurdeeahs, contadars, who count and dry the cloths. The cloths, 
after having been dried, are examined by a ‘Serbaracar\ with respect 
to their colour and state of dryness and are then wound by the nurdeeahs 

upon their rollers Fine and thin cloths are first given to nurdeeahs 

to be turpayed, and then to rafugars (darners), if they ate to be gold- 
headed or flowered.” 

4. Huditally Cawn (p. 422) — ^Hidayat Ali Khan was the father 
of Ghulam Husain, author of *Seir-Mutakherin\ 

No. 17 — 4 February lysojsi- 

1. Bridjoos (p. 467) — ^Braja Cotmah, a merchant of the East 
India Company. 

2. Agabakkur (p. 474) — ^Agha Baqar, Naib at Jagdia on behalf 
of the Nawab’s Government. 

No. 21 — 20 August I7SI- 

1. Kissendnb (p. 515) — ^Krishna Deb, Dizoan of Hakim Beg. 
Appointed Vakil of the Cossimbazar English Factory at the Darbdr 
in 1752. On his death he was succeeded by Mathuralal, 

2. Ramkissenseat (p. 518) — Ram Krishna Seth was a banker 
and the Company’s chief broker; he was dismissed in 1753. 

No. 23 — 3 January ryjr/z. 

1. Hosscin. Cooley Cawn (p 548) — ^Husain Quli Khan, Deputy 
•to Nawazish Muhammad, Deputy Governor of Dacca. 
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I No. 3 — 23 January 1754. 

1. By the way of Aleppo (p. 9) — ^The land route via Bombay, 
<Ormu2, Basra, Aleppo. 

2. Free Merchants (p. 14) — They were not the Company’s ser- 
vants, but they had the authority of the Court of Directors to carry 
<on trade. They did not encroach upon the monopolies of the Company 
■and did not enjoy the benefits of the Company’s dastak. They were 
.required to pay the usual duties. Every ‘free merchant’ had to give 
a security of £ 2,000 for the proper performance of the covenant 
which he had to execute. 

3. Tellicherry (p. 15) — ^The East India Company had a factory 
'here since 1683. The place is 42 miles north of Calicut. 

4. Gurrahs (p. 18) — Garlia, a variety of coarse Indian cloth which 
"had a wider sale in England than finer goods, not only on account of 
-the comparative cheapness of the former but also on account of theii* 
greater suitability in a colder climate. Garlias were also used for 
packing goods. 

5. jugdea (p. 21) — ^Jagdia, a place near the mouth of the Feni 
iTiver, in Noakhali District, Bengd. The place was noted for its cotton 

cloth manufacture. — 

6. Deepchund (p. 22) — Dipchand was brother of the famous 
merchant Omichand. An influential saltpetre merchant of ' Bihar, 

ihe was one of the contractors of the Company. In a letter dated 30 
October 1746 from Chandernagore to the President of the Dutch Council 
at Hooghly he is referred to as Paujdar of Chupra (Chapra). ‘ 

7. Coja Wazeed (p. 23) — ^Khwajah Wajid also known as Fakhr- 
.xtt-tujar or chief of the merchants. He was one of the most prominent 
' merchants of Bengal, residing at Hooghly and Chandernagore. For 

some time he enjoyed the exclusive privilege of the purchase of saltpetre 
in Bengal. He interfered actively in the political relations between the 
•;contemporarj' European trading companies in Bengal and the Nawab’s 
•government. ’ 

8. Hookumbegg (p. 23) — ^Hakim Beg, an officer in the service 
• of Nawab Alivardi Khan. He was a man of an extremely niercenaiy 
'-nature. It was through him that Wadham Brooke, Chief of the Coss- 
.-imbazar English Factory, procured the parwana for removal of restric- 
'tions on English trade. 

9. Luckipore (p. 23) — ^L^shmipur, a town in Noakhali District, 

’East Bengal. Bdftaes (Baftas) ' and other coarse goods of excellent 
l-fabric were .manufactured in its neighbourhood. .I 
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2. Qucda (p. 559) — ^Kedah, one af the .five urifederated Malaya*. 
States on the west coast of the Peninsula and north of .Wellesley Province 
and Perak. 

Ko. 28 — 18 September 

1. Island Mayotta (p. 590) — Mayotte Island, one of the Comoro- 
islands in the Indian Ocean at the north-eastern entrance 0.f the 
Mozambique Channel. 

2. Permamed (p. 604) — ^Parmanand, dalal to Mr. William- 
Baillic, Chief of the English Factory at Jagdia. 

3. Raycritchund (p. 605) — ^Raja Kirttichand, son of Rai-rayan. 
.Alam Chand, was the dizvan of Alivardi Khan. He succeeded Biram 
Dattain that office. 

No. 29 — I January 1753. 

1. HuzzcramuliCp. 618) — ^Hazari Mai, brother-in-law of Omi— 
chand, was an infiuential broker and a prominent saltpetre merchant. 

2. Ely Rupees (p. 618) — Rupees, Ar. hali, present, actual, 
new; applies to coins current. Particularly the term is applied to* 
the coins of Native States, especially Hyderabad. 

3. Munsoor All Mullick (p. 019) — Mansur Ali Khan or Safdar* 
Jang, Nawab of Oudh 1739-1754, and IFaafjVtothe Emperor 1748-1752. 
Alivardi Khan had in 1750 come to an agreement with him to make - 
ah annual payment of 52 lakhs of rupees to the King in return for a. 
farman confirming him as Nawab of Bengal. 

No. 37—4 January 1754- 

1. Mill Muwajfiq — Sorting of cotton or silk piece-goods in accor- 
dance with the practice followed in the mills or factories. 

2. Bakergunge (p. 736) — ^Was the headquarters of the district' 
of the same name till 1801. 

jNo. 43 — 7 December 1734. 

I. Doonea Gaily (p. 81 1) — ^Dhaniakhali, a village in Hooghly 
District, Bengal, where the East India Company had a large weaving*' 
factory. 


2. Goolagore (p. 81 1) — Golaghar, a place in Hooghly District, 
Bengal, was the centre of trade in hemp and jute. 

3. Madurylol (p. 829) — ^Mathuralal, vakil of the East India 
Company’s Cossimbazar factory at the Nawab’s darbar’, see also Krishna 
Deb (p. 515). 

4. Catwall prison (p. 830) — ^Prison of the kotwali or the police- 
station. 
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10. Scott (p. 24) — Caroline Frederick Scott was Engineer- • 
General of all the Company’s Settlements in the East Indies. He vi'as< 
appointed to that post in October 1752. 

11. Holwell (p. 25) — ^John Zephaniah Holwell was well- 
known as author of the Narrative of the Black Hole and other books. 
He was Captain of the Militia and conducted the defence of Calcutta* 
after the flight of Drake and Minchin. He was taken as prisoner.' 
to Murshidabad, but released on 17 July 1756.'. 

12. OflEicc of jemindar (p. 25) — ^Thc Company’s Zamindarr 
acted in a double capacity. In the fifst place,, he was the Collector of< 
the Revenues. Secondly, he was the Judge of the Court of Cutcherfy. 
in his latter capacity, he decided cases, both civil and criminal, in which < 
both the parties were Indians. In 1758, the Zamindar’s functions 
as Judge of the Court of Cutcherryt which often led to conflicts with, 
the Mayor’s Court, were abolished. (Holwell, J. Z., India Tracts.. 
pp. 177-8). 

13. Goyindrem Metre (p. 25)— The Company’s Zamindar had ‘ 
a 'standing deputy’ to assist him who was always stj’led as the "Black: 
Zamindar” — ^perhaps because he was an Indian. . While the Zamindar • 
Was" continually changed — often there were two or three Zamindars in-^ 
dne y^r — ^his deputy enjoyed a longer tenure. Gobindaram was. 

the , Company’s “Black Zamindar” for twenty-eight years. 

* 

14. Drake (p. 29) — ^Roger Drake was a nephew of Roger Drake 
(Senior), one of the Directors. He was President and Governor of; 
Fort William from 8 August 1752 to 20 June 1758,. in succession to* 
Fytche. 


15. Cossimbuzar (p. 29) — Cossimbazar was one of the mostr 
important faictories of the East India Company; Since 1667, the Chief 
of this factory was a member of the Council in Calcutta. 

16. The Mayor’s Court (p. 30) — ^Established at Calcutta im 
1727 by a Royal Charter, it was empowered to trj' all civil .suits except 
jthose in which both the parties were Indians.. 

17. Dusticks (p. 32) — From the Persian word ddstak — a little* 
hMd hand-clapping to attract, a notice. A pass or permit. The 
term usually meant the passport issued by .the Governor of Fort William .• 
dr the Chiefs of the English factories, which , exempted the goods of * 
the Company or of their servants from payment of duties. 

18. Polier (p. 33) — Captain Paul Philip' Polier, uncle of the= 
better -known Antoine Louis Henry Polier,. was granted commission in., 
the Swiss Infantry of the Company in December. 1751. 

19. Company of Swiss (p. 33) — The experiment of Swiss com— 
pjmes was begun in 1751. In July that year, .Sir Luke Schaub and* 
-J^per Sellon engaged to provide two companies of j.oldiers from ther 
prbtestant cantons of Switzerland for service in India. . The experi-r 
ment, however, did not prove satisfactory and after 1756 Swiss ' com- 
panies were gradually absorbed in the British army». 
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I. Ragabullub (p. 873) — ^Rajballabh was born in 1707 A.D. 
Diwan of Husain QuH Khan, the deputy of Nawazish Muhammad 
Dacca since 1743, Rajballabh became the Deputy at Dacca after 
the assassination of Husain Quli in 1754. 

/No. 50 — 3 Septetuber lyss- 

I. Rajah Omedyray (p. 888) — ^Raja Umed Rai, appointed deputy 
. of Raja Kirttichand, D/waw of Nawab Alivardi Khan in Umed 

Rai was promoted as Diwan with the title of Rai-rayan on the death of 
Kirttichand in 1753. 

No. 51 — XI September iyss> 

I. Bur d wan Raja — Tilak Chandra Rai who was the. Raja since 
■ 1744 - 

No. 54 — 8 December I7SS> 

1. Tengra (p. 935) — Tangra, a place near Calcutta, situated on the 
eastern side of the Hooghly. 

No. 58 — 21 February IJS^- 

1. Aurangabad (p. 977 ) — h place in Jangipur subdivision, 
Murshidabad District, Bengal. 

2. Buragoziah (p. 977) — ^Boragharia, a village in Malda District, 

« opposite Nawabganj. 

3. Godagozy (p, 977) — Godagari, a place in the Sadar subdivision 
• of Rajshahi District, situated on the Padma river. 

4. Moorachah (p. 977) — Moorcha, the place is ^mentioned as 
Murcha on the Cossimbazar-Boalia road in Rennell’s map. 

5. Buxcyporc (p. 977) — ^A village in Nadia District, on the Jalangi 
river, 30 miles north of Krishnagar. 

6. Termohunny (p. 977) — ^Trimohini, a village in Jessore 
Distric' . 

7. Surdah (p, 977) — ^In the Sadar subdivision of Rajshahi 
District, Bengal, Sarda was a centre of silk manufacture. 

' No. 62 — 16 July 17 

1. Patna (p. 1008) — Mistake for Pumea. 

2. Surgeon of the factory (p. 1008) — ^Dr. William Forth was 
the surgeon. He took refuge at Hooghly after his release; here he 
was employed in obtaining intelligence of the Nawab’s movements. 

No. 63— 17 July 1736. 

l. Monsr. Le Beaume (p. 1019 ) — A French officer, who had 
deft Chandernagore and taken service with the English. • He was a volun- 
teer and Lieutenant of Militia at the time of the siege. 
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20. Godcau (p. 34) — Charles Godchcu, successor of Dupleix, 
•reached Pondicherry early in August 1754. 

21. Dorcas (p. 35)— from the Hindi word dor, a cord 
-c»r leash. A kind of cloth. “As the characteristic pattern of the 
. charkhana is a check, so that of the doria is stripes running along the 

length of the than i.c. in warp threads.” (Yusuf AH, Monograph 
. on Silk Fabrics produced in the North Western Provinces and Oudh, 
p. 94-) 

'No. 5 — 75 Fchruaiy J 7 S 4 . " ’ 

I. Robert Ormc (p, 38) — ^Thc famous author of 'M History 
■ of the Military Transactions of the British Nation in Jndosian from 
the year J 74 S'\ and other hooks. 

No. 9 — 29 Noz'cnthcr I7S4- 

1. Fort Marlbro’, (p. 5.^) — Fort Marlborough was the chief sett- 
icatent pnsse.s.<;cd by the lEnglish East India Company in Sumatra. 

2. Dadney merchants (p. 60) — Dadni from the Persian word 
dadan, to give. Tncy were the merchants of the European companies 
who received money in advance for supplying goods on contract. 

3. Aurungs (p. 60) — From the Persian word aurang, a place 
where goods arc manufactured, a depot for such goods. The term was 
applied to the Company’s factories set up for the purchase of piece-goods, 
etc. Also a place where any article of trade is manufactured and col- 
lected for wholesale disposal or export. 

4. Gobinporc (p, 61) — Gobindapur, a village no -longer existing. 
The area is now included in the Calcutta Corporation. 

5. Perrin Point (p. 61) — ^Was situated on the Hooghly river 
north of Calcutta, about 2J miles from Fort William. It was so called 
after Capt, Charles Perrin who was in Calcutta from 1703-07. It 
may also be noted that Perrin’s Garden, Perrin’s Redoubt and Perrin’s 
Bridge were also similarly called after him. 

6. Rashpoots (p. 66) — Rajputs settled in Bihar. 

No. 12— 3 r January lyss- 

1. Settlement of the Negrais (p. 74)— Negrais Island or modem 
Hainggyi is at the mouth of Bassein river, in Burma. The first British 
itrading settlement was established on this island in 1687. 

2. Omichund (p. 78 ) — A Punjabi by birth, Omichand was a con- 
tractor of the East India Company for saltpetre and other merchandise. 
He figured prominently in the Bengal revolution of 1756-57. 

3. Orua -Cossaes (p. 79) — Orhna or Oma is a v;oman’s mantle 

»c:overing the head and upper. half of the body and (Costae), 

is a kind of . muslin; or/jnos made <of khasa muslin. 
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T^o. 64— 17 July l^S^. 

I. Tanais Fort (p. 1025) — ^Tanar’s Fort (Tanner Fort), also known 
Tanna, Thana or Mackwa Fort. A fort on the right bank of the 
Ganges below Calcutta. 

No. 65 — 18 July 1756. 

1. Sahib Khan — ^He was son-in-law as well as nephew of Alivardi 
Khan. 

2. Murradcl Dowlat (p. 1027) — ^Muradud Daulah was the son 
of Fazl Quli Khan, otherwise named Ikram-ud-Daulah. 

No. 66 — 17 September 17^6. 

I. (p 1035) — ^The reference is to Shaukat Jang, son of Saiyid 
Ahmad Khan and Sirajud Daulah’s cousin. 

No. 67 — 30 November 1756. 

1. Relict of Shaw Amet Jung (p. 1041) — In other accounts she is' 
said to be the widow of the Nawab’s eldest uncle, Nawazish Muhammad 
Khan and not Shahmat Jang, but Holwell confuses between the two 
brothers. 

2. Shocut Jung (p. 1042) — Shaukat Jang was the son of Saiyid 
Ahmad Khan, nephew and son-in-law of Alivardi Khan. He held the 
post of Grand Master of the Artillery at Pumea under his father and 
afterwards at Murshidabad. He succeeded his father as Nawab of 
Purnea in January 1756. In July 1756 he succeeded in obtaining a' 
farman from Delhi appointing him Nawab of Bengal on promise 
of the payment of an annual tribute of one crore of rupees. He^ was 
^killed in the battle of Baldibari fought on 16 Ortober 1756. 

3. Chuta Begum (p. 1043) — Chhoti Begam, also kno^vn as Mihr- 
un-Nisa Begam and Ghasiti Begam, was the eldest daughter of Alivardi 
Khan and the wife of Nawazi.sh Muhammad Khan. At the time of 
"Sirajud Daulah’s succession, Ghasiti Begam conspired without success 
to place Muradud Daulah on the throne. 

4. Barasut (p. 1045) — Barasat, headquarters of the subdivision of. 
the same name in the district of 24-Parganas, Bengal. 

5. Gyria (p. 1046) — Gheria, also known as Vijaydrug. A port 
in Devgarh subdivision of Ramagiri District, Bombay. In 1756, Tulaji 
Angria was the Chief of Gheria. An English expedition imder Watson 
and Clive started from Bombay on 7 February 1756 and the fort fell on 
14 February. 

^ 6. Hon’ble Company phirmaund (p. 1054) — As a result 

•of Surman Embassy, the East India Company obtained three 
Jarmans from the Mughal Emperor Farrukhstyar in 1717. B}' one of 
.than the right of the Company to trade in Bengal free of ill dues, 
subject to the customar}' pa5’ment of three thousand rupees per 
annum, was confirmed. The Company was allowed to rent additional 
territory round Calcutta, and its ofiicials allowed to settle wherever 
thej' might choose. 
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4. Dorcas Cossajura (p. 79) — Dorias manufactured at Kasi- 
jora, Midnapur District, Bengal, 

• . 5. .Mulmuls Santiporc (p. 79) — MusUn (mahual) rnanufaciurcd-. 
at Santipur. Santipur is a town in the Ranaghat subdivision, Nadia; 
District, Bengal, situated on the left bank of the Hooghly. 

6. Alliballic mulmuls (p. 79) — ^I'hc word Alibali malnial is de- 
rived from Ar. ah', superior and P. bala, fine, meaning ‘very 
fine’. A variety of muslin of a very fine texture. C. R. Wilson- 
identifies the term with alvani. 

7. Terrindam (p. 79) — Tarhamlam, from Ar. tarh, a kind, and- 
P. andam, body, a kind of cloth for the body. A variety of muslin. 

8. Sccrhaudconnacs (p. 79) — ^Appears to be a corruption of 
sirhand-kora which means unbleached muslin for turbans (H. iirbaud, 
turban, and kora, unbleached), Taylor in his A Descriptive and' 
Historical Account of the Cotton Manufactures of Dacca describes 
seerbands as Dacca muslins. 

9. Romalls Baranagorc (p. 80) — Rumals Baranagar, from 
the Persian word rumal, face rubber, a handkerchief, a towel. Rumals- 
manufactured at Baranagar, a town six miles north of Calcutta. 

10. Callapattip (p. 81) — ^FromH. Kala, black, patti, strip of 
cloth; a kind of black cloth. 

11. Cossacs Chaundporc (p. 81) — /iC/wsa Chandpur, /e/wsa pro- 
duced at Chandpur, the headquarters of the subdivision of the same- 
name, Tippera District, Bengal. 

12. Mulmuls Subadgporc (p, 81) — Malmals Shahbazpur, muslins 
manufactured at Shahbazpur, a place in Backerganj District, Bengal. 

13. Hurricall Aurung (p. 83) — ^Modern Harial in Pabna Dis- 
trict, Bengal, once a prosperous trade mart and a centre for the purchase- ’ 
of silks and cotton fabrics. 

14. Buxerys (p. 100) — Baksari, probably soldiers from Buxar,. 
once a great recruiting centre. Commonly used in the same sense- 
as barqandas or a matchlockman. 

f 

15. Court of Request (p. 103) — ^The Court of Request in Calcutta- 
was constituted by the Royal Charter of 8 January 1753 to provide- 
“a speedy remedy for the recovery of small debts” not exceeding the* 
value of five pagodas. 

No. 15 — 1(5 April jjss^ 

I. The Mogul Emperor has been dethroned (p. 115). — ^Emp- 
eror Ahmad Shah was blinded and Prince Muhammad Aziz-ud-daulah- 
aged sixty-six, grandson of Bahadur Shah I, was proclaimed Emperor” 
Alamgir IJ on 2 July 17<;4 
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A commission from" the Court of Directors under the seal 
of the Company authorising their President and Council to 
appoint courts martial within their jurisdiction. 

A commission from the Court of Directors under the seal 
of the Company authorising their President and Council to em- 
power the commander in chief of any detachment of the Com- 
pany’s forces whilst detached from the settlement to appoint 
courts martial. 

‘ ■ 

A form of an appointment of a judge advocate. 

Instructions for the proceedings of the judge advocate. 

Form of proceedings of a court martial. 


5. The printed Act of Parliament and articles of war are 
evidence of themselves, they being printed by the King’s printer 
by public authority and no other evidence can be had as the 
Act of Parliament itself is kept with the records of Parliament 
and the original articles 5f war signed by the King are lodged 
with the Company, and is the same evidence as is given at all 
courts martial held by any of the King’s forces. 


6. Upon receipt of the Act of Parliament and articles of war 
the same are to be published in the most notorious manner, and 
with as much pomp and solemnity as you can. We think you 
should yourselves be present, accompanied with some of the 
principal military officers and attended with some of the King’s* 
and our own forces under arms, and we think it will be proper 
to consult and settle with the principal officers the method of 
such publication, and an entry should be made of it in your 
Consultations. 

7. After the Act and articles are published you must cause the 
forces in our pay to be mustered the first convenient oppor- 
tunity, and the articles of war to be read over to them, and they 
must severally be asked if they are willing to continue in 
the Company’s service, subject to these articles of war, for the 
remainder of the time they have contracted for; such as do not 
must be dismissed the service, and an entry must be made of 
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the names of such as shall be willing to continue, and of - those 
that desire to be discharged. 

8. If any of those that take their discharge shall afterwards 
incline to enlist again, the articles of war must be read to such 
person and his consent and submission to them had, and an entry 
made thereof. 

9. You are to keep the original warrant under the King’s sign 
manual, and to deliver a true and exact copy of it to Colonel 
John Adlercron and from time to time to the commanders in 
chief, &c, and you are at the foot or bottom of it to write and 
sign a certificate that the same is a true copy of the original 
warrant under His Majesty’s royal sign manual, and that such 
original warrant is in your possession. 

10. You are likewise to keep the original commission under the 
Company’s seal, which authorises you to empower the comman- 
der in chief of any detachment of the 'Company’s forces to 
appoint courts martial, and you are to give a true copy of it 
to the commander in chief of every such detachment under 
writing of it to the following effect: 

11. We do hereby certify that the above written is a true copy 

of the commission under the se^ of the United Company of 
Merchants of England trading to the East Indies, and by virtue 
of the power and authority thereby given to us, the President 
and Council at Fort William in Bengal, we do authorise and 
empower you A.B, appointed commander in chief of a detach- 
ment of the said Company’s forces, to appoint from time to time 
courts martial on any of the officers or soldiers under your 
command and to do and execute the several matters and things 
expressed in the above commission and for your so doing tWs 
shall be, as well to you as to all others whom it may concern, 
a sufficient warrant. Given tmder our hands at Fort William 
in Bengal aforesaid this day of 

To be signed by the 
President and major part 
of the Council. 


12, It may be proper to deliver several of these in blank to the 
Commander in Chief of the Company’s forces that, in case he 
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-|253 439 --?o^ 44 ^^ 454j 483, 4S6-7, 
4%.' 532, 5373 56r., 569, 575-65 Sub- 
Treasurer, 350, 31^2; Storekeeper, 
4-5. 439-40. 455; Collector of Con- 
r.iilace, 4775 rciurns 10 England, 574, 

577. 

Bure, Thomns, ,^77; jjes, 551, 

RusTion, 13ur>na, 5tY' Bhushna. 

Hu'-f.orah, see ]3.isra. 

Bnisallah, Bursolnh. 977-S. 
Bmtcr\vicke,C.ini, Charles. 340, 3.?.!; 
invilid, 477. 

B.v.vrrrv. Bitxcry. Bitxttric? see Djhsari, 
Br/.vejj Bttxcy. see BahhshL 
Buxey Cowicih^ sec B:ikhshi-hh{i 7 ia. 
Biix^ypore, Wndia IDir.u, Bengal, 
o 77-:5, 7J04. 

nn'’budf!ca. see Tinuc:- Budge. 

Bynir, I'obcrt. 4, 27: die? in Black 

Hole, :o/6. 

Caernarvon 117-s, 124, 

< — Comm '.ndcr, rcelliitchinson, Capt. 
Norton. 

Caesar (ship), 1C3, ^56-7. 265, 296, 
G'vz. 

CuilLuid. Canr. John, xviii. 

Cal a , see G Ci ;n t d lal : . 

Calcttita 0:hop), li'K. 587. 
Calcurta.>;vii,24, 107, 144, 205. 20^-0, 
230, 23?, 235, 249, 277-*8, 2S1, 3l7s 
339:510, 521,678,657, 694: 7^6, 7S8, 
‘0I9, S21-2, 827. 834, 34S, 9SS, 
1025, 109.1-7, measures for defence 
aiid^ fortification, ii, x-xiv, 62, 37S, 
74T, 769, 8S5, S96,.979-Sr, 992, 
iodS- 9, 1027, 1029, 1045- 1047, 1099; 
Coy granted saviindari of, xxiv, 1 105; 
revenues^ xxv. So: asylum to Raj- 
ballablBs family at, xxxii, 1043-55 
attacked by Sirajiid-Daulah, JOKV- 
xxxvi. roii-4, 1019, 1033-5, royo-ij 
1058, 1062; weavers’ settlement, 
xl, 84, 142, 762-5, S575 mint, 

xlix, 36, 8575 investment, 36, 793 
161, 190-8, 412-5, 435-73 

466-7, 504-JO, 545-6, 594-600,618, 
642-7, 65S, 670, 690-1, 722-4, 762-33 
811, 895> 909: 920-1, 924-5? 985; 
scarcity of grain, 87, 150-1? 736-73 
739-40; customs administration, 
149, 166-8, ■ 830-1; churches, 291, 
393? 529, 1015-65 properties and 
public works, 331, 739? 830, 895? 909; 
drainage, 3 So, 4225 see also Fort 
William. 

Collector, see Sheldon, Ralph. 

Calico, xli, 546, 577, 801. 

Call, John, engineer, 93. 

Oallapattip^ Gallypattie (kind of black 
cloth), 8x, 934? 

Callygat, sec Ralighat. 

Cambtickj 600. 

'Oxndys sccKhandi. 

•Cannon, see Guns. 
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Canton, China, 5, 38, 54-5, iiS, 
172-3? 84s, 890, 904, 9S5. 

Canvas, 283,499, 

Capo of Good Hope, 30, m, 133-4, 

403. 

Carco: 27 ta/i. see Karkham. 

Gardemis Dergoria (variety of cloth), 

755.. 

CarnatjCji, xvi, 1055. 

— — Nviv/ab of, irs'iii. 

Garoo'eybeg, see Qara Ali Beg. 

Ca-vmter, 254, 261, 306, 521, 540 
59 r, 640-1 ^ see also Snodgrass, 
Gabriel. 

Garradarn'e (kind of pfecegoods), 
80, 505-6, 597. 

Carso, John, 477; dies in Black Hole, 
1016, 

Car‘:i airs, Ensign Peter, participates in 
defence of Fort V7illiam, 1019, 1065, 
1071. 

Ca-t'r, Gapt. Edwin, of the Chester’^ 
Jichi, 112. 117, 6173 641. 

C m *er, John, .'177, 1030. 

Cisiimbur.ar, sec Cossirabazar. 

Catwally s<zcKotwaL 

Cj2/2£t, see Ocici. 

Ceylon, 167. ^ 

Chahissa^ see Chauhisa, 

CliakJa (kind of cloth made of silk 
and cotton), 195-6, 299, 364, 658. 
735-6, 8 12, S25-6, 920. 

Challapiny (variety of cloth), 776. 

Chambers, Charles, Member of Court 
of Directors, 116, 121, 123, 129, 
169, 176, 179. ^ . 

Chamb-rs, John, imprisoned at Gossi- 
mbazar, 1052. 

Chambers, Hiccox and Chambers, wine 
d2alcrs, 178. 

Ghanderbannic (land of cloth), 46S, 512^ 
726. 

Chandemagore, former French poss- 
ession near Calcutta, viii, xvii, 
xxvi, xxxiv-xxxv, 389: 1014, 1023, 
1028-30, 1046, 1055, IC935 fortifica- 
tions at, xi, 67, 8S55 war prepara- 
tions at, 1S5-6, 

Chandler, Samuel, Surgeon, 27. 

Chandour (Chandapur), Tippera 
DistI, Bengal, 605, 729-3I3 8215 

khasa from, 81, 12S, 7763 835, 934, 
10965 hammam from, 402. 

Channel Creek, on the Hooghlj", 642, 
645. 

Chapra, Saran Dist., Bihar, xlii, 209. 

Baiijdar^^tz Dipchand. 

Charcomae (chequered muslin), So^ 
812, 825-6, 1095. 

Chardinagore (ship), 297, 325. 

Chardinagur, see Chandemagore. 

Charles (sloop), 202-3. 

Charlton, Francis, writer, 65, 935 
deserts Fort William, 1015. 
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Charter, 102, 104-5, 185, 629-30, 796, 
9553 957-8, 9605 for setting up 
Mayor's Court at Calcutta, xxxi- 
X3dii, 1094; for setting up Court of 
Requests at Calcutta, 103, 7543 
Z096; procedure for alterations in, 
106. 

Chase, James, ensign, 348; Lt, 382; 
Capt., 552, 563; dies, 741. 

CAar/6i5a(kind of 6fl/ra),493, 822,932-3. 

Ctof^Odnd of conch), xx^ndii-xxxtx. 

Cfejuft/iar (customs official), 973, 978. 

Cliaukis (stations of police or customs), 
XKxiii, 300, 1043, 1045; exactions at, 
87, 618, 643, 678-9, 736, 936, 972-6, 
9873 990. 

Chauncey, Richard, Member of Court 
of Directors, 695 of Secret Com- 
mittee, 2, 53 123 55; Chairman, 4, 8, 
35-6,39346-7351; Deput>- Chairman, 
66, 70, 109-10, 1 15. 

Chaimpoor,5C£ Chandpur. 

CJiaiitar (variety of thick calico), 414, 
4933505-6, 508, 919; note on, 1102. 

Chauth (assessment equal to i/4th of 
actual revenue demanded by Mara- 
thas as price of forbearing to ravage 
the country), ii, v, 346. 

Chan^issOy sec ChmtbUa^ 

Cherackecy Cherakkccy Chergokccy see 
Clnraghi^ 

Chesterfield (ship), i, 4, 13, 18, 21, 353 
112, 117-8, 124, 131, 138-9, 152-43 
162, 170, 591, 593, 615, 617-8, 635-6, 
641-2, 651, 658, 664, 699, 79I3 797- 

Captain, see Carter, Capt. Edwin. 

Cketacky Chetahy i.e,, Chhatak (i6th of 
a seer), 290, 465. 


Che>Tie, Capt. Francis, of the Lop- 
4033 4073 409-10, 439-40. 
Chicki Edward Lord, of the Lori 
Atsofit 172. 

Ckicon, ChicozDy Lc., Chikan (embr- 
oidered muslin), 80, 410. 

CltUae (variety of cloth), 505-6. 

Chilka Lake, on coast between Orissa 
and Aladras, ii. 


Chin Ray, Chief Minister of Alivardi, 

IIOI. 

China, 119, 125, 328, 969; trade with, 
xxxviii-xxxix, xli, 167, 985; ships 
bound for, i, 3, 5, 7, 9-10, 12, 54, 
56, 124, 130-1, 172, 177, 338, 500, 
669, 671, 718, 803, 930, 933; 

Supercargoes in, 11-2, 55. 117-8, 
173. . 

Chingrikhali, fort near Diamond 
^ Harbour, 24-Parganas Dist., 665. 
Chinsura (Chmehura), Hooghly Dist., 
Bengal, \ni, 1024-5. 

— Dutch Directo see Bisdom, 
Adrian. 

Chintz (Chint), 602, 726, 919, 933. 


Chiraghi (allowance for keeping, 
lamp burning at tomb of a Muslim 
saint). 975-6. 

Chitpur Bridge. Calcutta, xxxv. 

ChitMgong (Chitigong), Nawab of, sec 
Agha Baqar. 

ChiityhuUyy i.c., Chittibinii (flowered 
cloth), 549, 822. 

Chobdar (macc-bcarcr). 686. 1046. 

Chokeyy Chov:ky\ see Chauki. 

Choppa (kind of silk cloth), 46S, 512, 
582-3, 659 - 985. 

Clioromandel Coast, see Coromandel 
Coast. 

ChoutCy sec Chauth, 

Chovibissay sec Chaubxsa, 

Chokeydary Chcnel^dary see Qiaulddar. 

Cho^widcy, Bihar, xlii. 

Chov:iarsy see Ckautar. 

Chrichton. Archibald, dies, 6oS. 

Christians, criminal eases re., 958-9. 

Chuhdaary Chuhdary see Chobdar. 

ChticktaeSy see ChakJa. 

Chunikhali, near Murshidabad, S29- 

Chtinam (lime), 63, 9S1; contract with 
Mitra, 520, 607. 

Chupra. see Chapia. 

Church, Calcutta, 291, 393. 529,. 
1015-6. 

Chushan, China, 54, 

ChutaBcgam, sec Ghasita Begam. 

Chuta Nabob* see Nawazish Muham- 
mad Khan. 

Chuttack, sec Cuttack. 

Civil Servants, see Servants of E.I. 
Coy. 

Cbrke, Bartholomew, Storekeeper,, 
suspended, 243. 

Clayton, Lt David, 347-95 Capt., 
350, 450, 477. XO02; pruticipates in 
defence of Fort William, io64“5» 
1071-3; dies in Black Hole, 1016. 

Clcrembault (Clarembault), Nicholas,. 
305; Member of Board, 155, 610, 
897, 909; Chief of Dacca, 350, 370-1, 
3S2, 487* 493 » 5 I 5 » 534 » 645* 729 
30. S73-4. 897* 9095 dies, 942-3. 

Clerk of the Peace, see Frankland, 
William. 

Clinton (ship), i, 117* 668, 680, 


725-6. 

- Commander, see Nanfan, John. 

Clive, Robert , xliii, 1105. 

C/ae(sloop), 203. 

Cloth, xxxviii, 140, 202, 226, 4 ^ 9 ^ 
472-4, 492-3, 504* 618, 660, 664, 
676, 678-9* 728-9. 743 * 869-70, 
932s sorting and paclong, 20, 330, 
545-6, 643, 645-7, 859-60; bad 
qvalitj-, 79-80, 728-9* 732-45 brown 
cloth, 229-30, 316, 3415 dearness of,. 
594, 918; supply affected by Magfa 
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INDEX 


rnd ina:*^io; 594, 91S; 

5 CC aUo AJdatt; ^ af(a; Dortal 
Dx^i^uti; 0 { 7 rha; Khaui; Mohral; 
.VtfjWJiVi:; Phi:u 7 :i Silk; Sut»Tiitnal\ 
T^XfxzcH TcrinJam; VToolIcn Goods, 
Ciovt!. xlii). 

Co,i!c# 5f%' Cj»!c. Humphrey. 

Coalcs, .\h\ iT.incc'-, 1037. 

Coaler. 'Khomav, 256. 264^ ^>07, 761, 
766, 9S3; A*^r to ZaniimkJr, 600; 
Acc^Mmtaiu General, 754; Collector 
of OmMilaitc and Kccisirar of 
OayfjAi. S9S\9io: die<. in Ulad; Holc> 
2016 . toiz. 

Coa't, .Vi- O'romandd Oust, 

Co.!^t and Hay (O'romandcl Coa$i 
and Hay of Hcnnal). 1,3-7. 10. 12, 
21-2. 37-9. 53. 56, 73. 117, 125. i27, 
13 >* 172-5. 66S-9, 671, 702, 7S3, 
S72. SSp, S91, 905, 913; see also 
Cortimandcl 0 .wt. 

Coatworth, Cipi. John, 136, S06-7, 
Cebi:* 5CC Cotid, 

Cochinral. 272-3. 

Co;:maria, see Kaftmari. 

Cohom. sec Gunj. 

linage and Currency, 16. 76, 131. 
13s* 33 ^>» 412; at Hcnpl and Madras, 
x!vi-.\lLx; A!i\*ardi*5 orders re. coinage 
at Murshidabad, 22, 576, 583. 605; 
price of gold, 592-3; comparative 
\’aluc of various currencies, 544, 61S; 
See also Bullion; Gold; Mint; 
Mohur; Pagoda; Rupees. 

Coir, 75. 499, 

Coja Minas, sec Minas, Khu‘aja!t. 

Coja Miraa, Coja Mirrali, see Mirza, 
Khu*ajali. 

Coi.a Stephan, see Stephan. Khwa- 
jah. 

Coin Vazccd. Coja Wazeed, sec Wajid, 
Khu*ajali. 

Colchester (ship), 6, 10, l3-4» 74* 128, 
iSS, 256, 264, 2S9. 295-6, 304, 
590-3, 613- 615. 617* 623, 635-6, 
638-40, 642. 654. 668, 697. 709. 
720, 745* 766, 7S3* 786, 802. S05. 
812, 8d8, S60, 872-3, S7S, 888. 

Cole, Humphrey, 979, 1002. X070; 
ease in Mayor's C^urt. 22, 101-2, 
2S9, 393, 606, 704 » S30, 935. 

Cole, Nathaniel, solicitor, 100, 393, 
75 ^* 

Collector of Consulage, sec Consulage 
^Hector. 

Collet, Matthew, 95, 741, 889; at 
Cossimbazar, xxviii, xxxiv, 522, 
909, 1026; troubles with Sirajud- 
Daulah, icxxv, 1009, 1014, 1028, 
1050-1 ; Member of Board, 155, 705, 
707, 710, 756, 761, 779* 781, 798» 
850-2, S57, S71, 88r, 903. 1036; 
Storekeeper, 609; Bakhshi^ 693; 
Military Storekeeper, 862. 
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G>IIi<ht!rn Sircor, see Kalicharan- 
oarkar. 

Podar* see Kalicharan 

roddar. 

C^crcolly, CcmmcrcoIIv. jfc Kumar- 
kliali. 

Commander of the Spys, sec Raia- 
ram Singh. 

O^mmisjioncn: for Victii=IIing. 42; 

Victualler; 

Victualling Board. 

Coi^iMioncrs of the Navv, 42; see 
also His iM.ijcsty’s Squ.Tdro'n. 
C^unittce of Accounts, xs, 96, 940. 

Gimmitt;;^ ol Attrangs, xli, 82. 
Committee of Enquiry, for deficien- 
cies in import warehouse, 266-9;. 
wr charges against Gobindaram 
Mitia, S32. 

Committee of Fortifications, xii, 
1062-3. 

Committee of Secrecy, see Court of 
Directors, Secret Committee. 
«mmittcc of Supervisors, 964, 992. 
Committee of Treasury, 272, 274- 
276. 367-8, 413, 415, 4S3, 

Committee of W'archousc, S94, SgS. 

910,918, 964. 

Compton (ship), 425. 

Conehce (variety of cloth), 512-3. 
Condoo Gosaul, see Kundu Ghosal, 
Congay, see Qemungo. 

Conjee (starch), 733. 

Connor, Peter, pilot, 538. 

Connoy Cutmah, see Kanai Cotmah. 
Consulage, 159; issue of payment by 
Armenians, xxwii, 86, 149, 3S9, 521,. 
SSC 738. 757, S31; Bombay and 
Madras Governors’ privileges re,- 
167, 797. 

C^llKtor, S2I, 649. 898, 910; 

see also Coalcs, Thomas; Frankland, 
WiUiam; Watts, Willia^. 

Master, 167-8. 

Cooke, Capt. Edmund, of the- 
Admiral Vernon, 14, 590, 628-9. 
Cooke, John, Scerctarj* to Select Com- 
mittee of Board, 146; Sub-Secretary,. 
245, 620; Alcmber of Dacca 
Council, 423; Secretary to Board,. 
620, 712, 787; survives Black Hole,. 
1017, 1022. 

Cooke, Thomas, Im^rt-Warehouse- 
Keeper, 489; dismissed, 280. 

Coopce (kind of piecegoods), 317, 
691. 

Cooper, E.I. Coy’s, 135, 407, 460, 465,. 
641. 

Cootca, see Ghatiya. 

Copper, xliii, 7. i7-8, 33. 76, II2, 139, 
306, 239-40, 267, 271,29s, 410, 463-S * 
503,541. 543. 593. 641-2, 806-10, 849, 
S70, 872, 902, 983-4, 991, 1007, 
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337 ti’ 275, 23l\-^^>=36 

/f-VSo:f • I'l: 

^4S, 6<ir 617’'; 5<)0 

‘‘-“fX. SS5'’soo\ 7Sg.^Q[^’ 2\5,'7iyl 
i°~4, ib^x ^Tnr^~' POS.'o-’^q’ 

and dispu?,; "I'^’^orS, 

Coss^^Z and T?'"*"'®’ 9^7^s- 

wj, sc,« na Bay. ^3/-S, ^cc 

<^a, Coto£' K'siiora. 

S47. -Dufcn p,,. , 

'/ar p„ ,. ■•' 

4 cq 260, oq- ^ aciorv ^.y 

I'”’ S7. yte 

413, 42^ 5S2, 1^7, 


^0^‘ru,,' ....^n^tnh, 

ifjD I-, -/il, -If. • 

^ * 5^.1, c-r, -^7-0, On„ 

^Dynv 0*5 f • 'V JjjQ* ^•■ 9 * 
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i'r^Wrom ,s',-,r r ^ -''• n-o\ '' 3 - 6 , 

», (^r u - ' -or; 

/io.ird. r.v.. " 

COI.'rf O *0.1 VV;... 

r><’-^ 7 /o?fP'^' 7 -huu...,. 

Cniii-r q; vV or tn- r . 

■Sfiilf S: doj'. :S: c^r. 
n ‘^Sss Ai„.,„. 

Cooit S35/ ^P'niralij-. 


mmMi 

549 -?^, § 40 - 2 , 


cstabJishm'^^ ^ 47 > SS2-5. 

i'''Jnc 3 x 7 ^ :■ 33 , 99-10^ 

®cr\-ants vi.,“^^^oisf2-of;y, ■**^'^ncr of 

™"»« S-l” ‘'“P«»s” 

^P-S 2 , 160 . on 137 -Si 

Sgo Z ^Hint at r*?! ^ 9 ' 0 i 

hS^.^.! 1 - 

71-2, Ij-“oo troops ,n^^}csty‘s 

'vcaSi°«court: 4 rf^^ 3 , 46.7® 

niUiS 47 -si f 

Powd^ yf^ stores, ®P-7q, §4? 

=PPoi« S!i?.‘^‘«re 7 77 S»W' 

■=*uperv 3 sing " ^ 7 , i^g 

Committcp 



INDEX 


Abdun Nftb* Klian (Abdul Nuby 
Cawn), 700. 

Abdur Rahim, Mir (Abdcrinc, Mir), 
Faujdiir of Balnramcarhi, 828, 

Abdus Subhan Klian, iv. 

Abidporc, factory at, xzS. 

Accountant, 31, 19S, 245, 249-50, 
270, zSz, 297? 305*63 362-3? 

366-8, 3HS, 393, 426, 494, 503, 522-4, 
638-9, 65X-2, 661, 679, 69G, 742, 791, 
i>36-73 89O3 942; see also Fcake, 
Thomas ; Bcchcr, Richard : Pearkes, 
P.aul Ricitard. 

Account ant-Gcncral, 98, 102, 105; 
nllowanccio,>K,S32 ;5cc also Cosies, 
Thomas. 

AcciUJnt;:, defective nature, xx, 77, 
9S, 158-95 settlement \vitli mer- 
chants, 84» 49 Af 523-5? 661-2, 696, 
7133 723-4? 757-S? of shippinR, 135; 
of/imurrrfan, 158, 2S0, 380; of subor- 
dinate settlements and factories, x6i, 
265, 283, 3x8-9, 552-3? 834? 97X> 992; 
of marine, 651-2, 66xj of 
767, 781, 7S8, 790, 837, 894-5? 90S-9? 
X0055 xrr owe* Committee of Accounts. 

Achvlunk, Aikdunk, dasutri at, 
978. 

Acton, Capt. , In German Emperor’s 

service, 501. 

Acts of Parliament, set Parliament 

jiddati (kind of piece-goods), 505-8, 


572? 597? 9X9* ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Adlcrcron, Col. John, C. tn C. of 
H. M.’s land forces in East Indies, 
40,48, 50, Z097; Court’s instructions 
re, his reception, jc\"ii, 42, 46-7. 

Admral (ship), 339. 

Adnnral Kcniori (ship), lO, 13, 586, 
59D-X, 6X7-8, 628.9, 631, 634? 64i. 

Captain, sec Cooke, Capt Edmund. 

Admiral Watson (man-of-war), 801. 

Admiralty, Commissioners of, in 
England, 754. 

Court of, at Fort William, 753, 959- 

60. 

Court ot in England, 75. 

Lords of, 37. 

Afghans, insurrections against Ali- 
vardi, 1, vi-vii; alliance widi 
Marathas, lii-iv; see also Aiustafa 
Klian; Pathans^ Shamshcr Khan* 

Africa, 9595 Bengal’s trade with, 
xxxviii s see also Barbary. 

Afton, see Aston. 

j^gent Victualler to H. M.’s Squadron, 

see Brett,- — ; Haman, 5 Murray, 

Alexander 5 RoscwcU,——. 


Aghn Baqar (Aga Baka, Agabakkur* 
Agabaqr), naib at Jagdia, 474, 606, 
1X02 ; Nawab of Chittagong, 648* 

Agha Sharif, 344. 

Agra, Residency at, 1006. 

Agradwip (Agah Dicp), Burdwan Dist, 
Bengal, S88. 

Ahmad Khan, Saiyid, Nawab of 
Pumca, 1x05. 

Ahmad Shah, Mughal Emperor, de- 
throned, viii, 115, 1096. 

Aix-la-Chapcllc, treaty of, xvi. 

Alaelia Mulcapore (varied of cloth), 
755 - 

Alamgir II, Mughal Emperor, 1096. 

Alderman, see Fullerton, WiJliamj 
Kclsall, Henry ; Rannic, Capt. David ; 
^^al^court, James; Vcrclst, Harry. 

ALppo (AUeppo), Syria, 9? X 77 ? 903 ? 
912, 1093. 

Alexander, George, Surgeon, 534, 

741-2. 

Ali Bhai Qaraw*\val, General of 
Rnghuji Bhonslc, ui. 

/ 4 h* 6 a 7 tMa/maJ (muslin of fine texture), 
35? 79? 31X? 319? 5X6, 6455 note on, 
1096. 

Alivatdi Khan, Nawab of Bengal, 
viii, xxxii, .^vi, 188, 210, 2x7, 
224, 240-2, 247-S, 271-2, 277, 299? 
303? 313? 704? 959 ? X093? X099-XIOO, 
XZ05; Bengp during regime of, i, 
xlii ; campaign ag^st Marathas, 
ii-v; measures against Afghan re- 
bels, vi, 278, 304; relations with 
Europeans in Bengal, vii-vin, 
x-xiv, xxx. 238, 275; proclaims 
Siraiud-DauToh successor, xxvii, 
23, 606, 6x4 ; death-bed counsel, 
xxviii-xxix, 1054-5 ; dies, 88, 
X027, 104X, X044; Sirajud-Daulah 
succeeds, 1027, losipvidow of, 10415 
rdations with Safdar Jang, xxos* 
B. I. Coy: 475 ? 5x8, 935-6, 964? 
988-90, X047; action in dispute 
between Armenians and, xxvi, 3x0, 
34 X- 6 , 373 - 8 , 388-9, xxoi; ex- 
change of presents with, 87, X45-6, 
327? 550, 619, 647; parwanas to 
fortify Fort William, establish 
mint and aflford trade facilities, 
882-8, 895-6,909,936, 978, 987. 

Disvan of, see Chin Ray ; Biram 

Datta ;Kirtichand. 

Alia Doivlat (snow), 959. 

AlUbalHeSi see Alibali MalmaL 
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on ofllcc of Prcridcnt, 97; 
on charter and Mayor’s Cv.irt, 
ici-7; appoint Select Co’7tmiHccs, 
i//s*7; maiiuainitit; accounts, 

ikmjo; on cuil^'rns :uinimistr,.lio:}, 

— Secret Cj:nnuttcc, 7I5 i:?, no, 
c,5S. z\i[}} 7^2; pcr.w.nci, c, 5, 12, 
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"cs. 73?- 

V.' V J 5 1 i ; c, over M ;i t a I is a 

l>i?c‘: on DuinJluni Mo.ui, Cai 

M70, 

C ni'::*, Or.Vjioni:* w K::r::c:n. 

Cv'. nc. XN::vin, r.lv:;i, i.;. •-"Vs 

55K ^'C7. f»C9, 9ao-i. 

Ci’rcr/r - />r*;r;r:rfa:/. 

Own tails of, irv>:n 'Pibet, 

Ci'vrJly. ICC iCfO-’^n 

C,vn3- « William, C50; Comrnninlcr of 

tiiv 5'>T. 

WiIHatn. pilot of the Lyni:, 
.J33; disn:i:‘ Cwi. 

Cr nui’haT. principal landinn place of 
Port William. Ocic'.tua, 136, 7S7> 
10S3. 1097, 

Creed. Hninr^n Howard. 38^.425. 
C'c.dj James. Mcr^ibcr of Court of 
Dirccror.;, 116. 1^9. 
c:ro:sv..y. Patrick, pilot. 498. 

C;o>!;^'. Htlward. relinquishes nover- 
norship of Fort St David, 1S4. 
Cniti-ul.n. Hdward lloldcn, 336, 
464. 6<;o, 7i9« ^002, loan 1069; 
Colonci in militia, xv. 619; visits 
Sir j;id-D.ail h, XMvii, 614; Super- 
intendent of Marine. 15, 7^^ 6275 
declines CUiefship of Cossimba;:ar, 
29, 600; Member of Board, 60, 295, 
304 . 307 - 3^4, 32 ^' 3273 3355 3485 
354> 39I5 398, 406, 425, 439-4O5 449, 
4545 483, 486-7, 489, 496, 532> 537 , 
s62, 569, 575-6, 5S1, 585, 593, 616, 
628, 634, 639, 655,667, 705, 707, 
710, 756, 761, 779, 78r, 79S, 85<>-2, 
871, 881; contract for marine stores, 
75-6, *711, 7185 Zamindar, 350; 
purchases rice farm, 5505 Import- 
Warehouse-Keeper, 609, 720, 8105 
corrcsDondencc re. purchase of land 


near Calcutta, 763-5, dismissed, io9, 
S97. 909, 94*^1 deserts Fort William, 
10x5, 

Cudmorc, Li John, 1030. 

Cud;n«vc, William, ensign, 6oSi Lt, 
942. 

Cw/yV Flannel (kind of coloured flannclL 
41J. 

Cu!::a, see Kalna. 

Cultvr. see Kulpi. 

Curni’jjr. George. Commander of the 
AV»’..7 117. 

Cu:;\i,cv. str Coinage and Currency. 

Cu !i. t^api. Nathaniel, of the 
^ 3^1. 361. 

see Kx:sh:da. 

Cu :t J:. Cusrc.'ih. at the ghat 

ni, 97>>. 

Cu, iV >j lixcir- XX vi. xliv; cficct 
of Bengal trade with Coromandel 
C'V.'.r on. ix, 02. 702-3, 738, 

ajsrinistraiivm at Calcutta, 
'T c:x.:ciions r»t cJiauhis^ 972-S, 
O' exempted from, 1105; see 

<»7s > Consulage; 

C Aiilccu'r. • c * Piichotra Ddfo-- 

Sha, 

- — Mn'.icr. 167. 

C\:r/;. rrv court, olncc), xxii. 2^*9, 700. 
7^>4 . 890. 89S. 910,956-81 

Cut:’':..hs, s:c Cotmahs. 

Cuti UK. iv. 145. 343-4, S2S, 1097. 

Xawab. see Mirza Saleh. 

CtcTiViee '^kind of piccegoods). So, 

^493-658, 777. 

Cuttorah, Cutirah. Cuttral, see 
Kntra. 

Cntt;, Charles, Member of Court of 
Directors, 66. 70, 109-10, 115. 

Cuiwnh, Cuttway, see Katwa, 

Cut:ajil^ see Konvjl. 

^ACC.^, xxxii, 204, 235, 768-9,9185 
centre or* cotton industry, xlv; 
mint at, xlviii ; political change 
.at, 145, S73. 1097; Seths' 

bank at, 233; Maratha inroads into, 
303; Maghs and robbers around, 
316; lime from, 520. 

Deputy Nawab, see Husain Quli 

Kuan; Rajballabh. 

— —Nawab, .<cc Nawazish Muhammad 
Klian. 

Dacca English Factory, 327, 9645 
troops at, xiv, 347, 3S1, io6f ^ staff, 
XX, 200, 305, 350, 382, 42 j 531, 
552, 620, 694, 74I5 942-35 surren- 
dered to Sirajud-Daulaii, xxxvi , 
1012, 1024, 1029, 10355 investment, 
79-80, i2$-9, 1445 201-5, 274, 302-3, 
310-I5 3195 410, 41S-9, 471-3, 492, 
515-6, 583, 603, 642, 645-6, 660, 
728-345 819-21, 835, 9325 funds 
for, 1995 234-55 2955 3395 3645 370-I5 
405, 436, 4935 53^5 5445 S6t, 757, 
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Allibannies (kind of piece-goods), 8o, 
777 , 920. 

Allwright, Richard, Commander of 
Ae London^ 10, 538-9, 916, 962. 

Almom, goods firom, 505, 547, 549, 583, 
596-7,605,6475735^7973812, 824-55 
920, 934; political condition of, 508. 

Altham, Roger, Military Paymaster, 
dies, 305. 

Alvani (variety of muslin), 1096. 

Axnaniganj (Amaungunge), near Mur- 
shidabad,vi, 518, 

Amber, xxxiv, 613, 654, 709, 745^ 

997. 

America, Anglo-French hostilities in, 
120, 123, 168. 

Ammunition, 345, 

Amyatt, Peter, 658; Chief of Lakshmi- 
pur, xxxvi, 943, 971, 1012; at 
Jagdia factory, 348,* ill, 3515 Sub- 
Treasurer, 3823 Sub-Accountant, 
423-45 964; Offg Accountant, 

425; Translator of Fawtans^ 436 ; 
Member of Board, 1036* 

Anandachand (Annunchimd), 367-8, 
5243 619. 

Anandi Ram (Anundiram), 283, 

Andrews, Henry, Surgeon of the 
Eginoiit^ 869. 

Andrews, John, Resident at Ganjam, 
266, 311. 

Angria, see Tulaji Angria. 

Anjcngo, Travancore, 184, 28S, 358, 
890 ; note on, 1098. 

Anson (ship), i, 5-6, 10-3, 16, 21, 33, 
373 39-4O3 463 523 1255 13I5 1345 17O5 
188-9, 7995 801, 819, 843-4, 848, 
8535 859, S72, 904, 9x3-45 9x6-75 
9235 965. 

—Captain, see Debuke, Capt. 
Thomas 5 Vcitdi, Capt. Robert. 

^lakan (Arracan), Burma, 18S. 

Arasdassy see Arzdashu 

Aratoon, Airs Sophia, 100, 102-3. 

Avcot, Madras, xviii, xxx. 

Arcot Rupee, see Rupee, Arcot. 

Aimcnipns, xxviii, 704, 1054, 10575 

, in militia, xv, 10665 malpractices 
re. bonds of Indians, xxiii, 7965 
qiiestio f jurisdiction over, xxiv, 
9585 ships seized by Coy, xx\’‘-xxvi, 
310, 316-7, 320, 341-63 373-73 

5SOj Xioi 5 to pa3r consulage to Coy, 
sxvii, 86, 1493 3S93 521, 55X, 738, 
757^ 830-15 at Fort William, xx>:v, 
xxxvii: in Bengal Army, 1019. 

Ai*my, Bengal, .Vi V, 280, 438-9, 551-2, 
1014-75 artiller}', xiv, 100, 114, 
3473 94X-3i recruitment, xv-xvi, 33, 
653 99-100, 109, 119, 162-3, 3S1, 
8625 Court’s orders re. promotions, 
XV, 100, 941-35 Swiss Detachment, 
xvil-:^n-dii, 163-4, 629, 641, 6515 
barracks for, 24, 523, 6495 punish- 
ment for mutiny and desertion 48 
799 5 relief to invalids and widows of 
officers, 108, 348,5305 establishment 


at Dacca and Cossimbazar, 347-8;. 
discipline, 5235 contingent for Fort 
St David, 563-4, 5875 contingent for 
Fort St George, 5895 militia, 607-8,. 
6195 garrison at Fort William, 1063-7* 

Commander, see Hollond, C&pt. 

John 5 Kilpatrick, Maj. James 5 
Minchin, Capt. Gcorge5 Mosman^ 
Alaj, James 5 Scott, Col. Caroline 
Frederick. 

Army, King of England’s, xvii, 37, 
40-3,46-8, 71, III, 114, 146, 164,. 
3815 artillery, 41, II3-4' 

C. in C., sec Adlercron, Col. 

John. ' 

Arra:k (Araq), 24, 304, 356, 422, 475-63 
■ 580, 649, 656-7, 661. 

Artillery, see Army, Bengal. 

I Grand Master of, see Shaukat 

' Jang. 

Arzdasht (written memorial), 344, 374, 
605, 936, 988, 1032-3, 1049. 

Asantt (customer, purchaser), 214-5, 
219-20, 223, 990. 

Assam, xxxviii. 

Assel (real 5 real silk ), S16. 

Assistant Export-Warchouse-Keeper, . 

sec Manningham, Charles. 

AssuWy see Sawar, 

Aston, John, 'Deputy Master Atten- 
dant, 71 1, 9615 contract for naval 
stores, 913. 

Ataullah Khan, General of Alivardi 
Khan, iii. 

Atcliabannias (kind of piece-goods), Si, 

4935 777- . 

Atmaram, 347- 

Attorney, E. I. Coy's, see Dumbleton, 
Williain. 

Auga Sheriff, see Agha Sharif. 

Atigiista^ sec Princess Augusta. 
Aurangabad, Murshidabad Dist., 
Bengal, 977-S5 XI04. 

Aurangs (places where goods are ma- 
nufactured), xxxix-xli, 60, 82-3,. 

141-3, 161, 191, 1955 198, 274-55 3095 
' - 3x6, 352, 365, 3675 37O5 372, 420, 422, 

* 44I5 '4675 47O5 4955 5055 5145 5235 5445 
546, 54S5 593-75 600, 604, 618, 645, 
679, 684-9I3 722-4, 7275 730-x, 7345 
743576357835811-35 816,8195821-33 
825, 8275 860, S745 8935 9075 9x55 
917-27,' 929-32, 9643 984-55 loio-i, 

• 1018, 1052, 10615 superiority of 
goods purchased at, 79, 1285 estab- 
lishment of, 549, 7895 overstocked 
mth imports, 5925 accounts of, 767, 

‘ 781, 788, 790,8375 894-55908-93 X0055 
note on, 10955 see also Committee of 
Aurangs. 

Aurora Broadcloth, 239, 340, 362, 

4X 1, 4633 5033 54I5 807.; , , 

Ayodhyaram, Omichand s gumashtak^ 
704. 

Azimush-Shan, SuhaMar of Bengal,* 
xxlv. 
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8o2i stoppage of business, 317, 319 
323, 519^ 548 ; debts, 468-9, 602, 644 
971; committee of accounts at, 992; 
cloth manufacture at, 1102. 

CWcf, see Feakc, Thomas; Clerem- 
bault, NichoIas;Becher, Pichard. 

Chief and Council, 278, 315^ 
421, 4773 S13; censured, 21, 84-5> 
129, 941; pay nazr to Rajballabh, 
145, 873-5; removal of Jag- 
dia factory to Lakshmipur, 604-5, 

648, 935- 

Dacca French Factory, 419, 1012. 

——Chief, yee Courtin, J.I* 

Dacrcs, Philip, writer, 152, 

Dadni (advance made to contractors), 
asl, 44, 107, I90-4 j 1985 200, 202, 
229-30, 233-4, 2373 25I3 295, 298, 
309, 347, 364-8, 378, 405, 412, 

414-5, 423, 469, 507, 524, 531, 544, 
546, 583, 594, 596-9, 618, 644, 660, 
68r-3, 724-5, 815, 828, 928-30, 972. 

Merchants, 142, 332, 596, 661-2, 
691-2,859; discontinuance of invest- 
ment through, 60, 81-2, 683-4, 

688-9, 780, 894, 90^, 926; provoke 
Sirajud'-Daulah against Coy, 1061; 
note on, 1095. 

Dale, James, Commander of the 
Falmouth, 172. 

Dalhousie Square, Calcutta, xxxv, 

Dallali (brokerage), 687, 690, 

Dallals (brokers), xl, 83, 546, 645, 
687, 690, 723, 729-31, 767, 788-9, 
820, 894, 907-8, 1005; at Jagdia, 
23, $4, 144, 161, 200-1, 282, 372, 
419.21, 423, 473-4, 525, 603.4, 
647, 768.9, 790, 822.3, 827, 833, 
933, 935- 

Dalxymple, Stair, dies in Black Hole, 
1016. 

Danbury (ship), 409, 462. 

Dandl (boatman), 664. 

Danes, The, vii, xKxix, 918, 920, 1061; 
mulcted by Sirajud-Daulah, 1028 ; 
baa on fortifications by, xxx, 
1056, 

Dane'^s Town, near Diamond Harbour 
opposite Hooghly Point, 277, 378-9, 
390, 1 100. 

Darbhanga, Bihar, vi. 

Darguh (threshold, shrine or tomb of 
some reputed saint), 976, 

D’Arnaud, ‘,Membcr of Dutch 

Council at Hooghly, 207-8, 223. 

Dasmasa, see Rupee, Das Main. 

Dastaks (passports given by Governor 
of Fort William or Chiefs of English 
Factories exempting goods of Coy 
or tlicir servants from duties), xi, 
xxvii, 32, 198, 277, 379, SSij 630, 

649, 736, 791, 922, 972-3, 975-6, 
978, 987, X093; abuse of, xxix, 
xxxi, xliv, 87, 107, 332, 647, 936, 


988, 1009^ 1033, 1053, 1057; notC' 
on, 1094. 

■ Registrar, 898, 910; see a/sa^ 
Drake, Roger, jun.; McGwire, 
William; Mackett, William; Pear- 
kes, Paul Richard ; Eyre, Inward; 
Pattle, George; Coales, Thomas. 

Dasturi (customary fee, per/quisitc or 
brokerage), 150, 5x2, 650, 743, 933,. 
977-8, 1097. 

D^Auvergns, Capt, Philip, of the 
Scarborough, 502, 522 ; dies, 530. 

David, S;t Demy, 642, 

Dawson, Adam, 250, 305; Member of 
Board, 257, 295, 307, 314, 322, 3355 
Export- Warehouse-Keeper, 329; 

President of Board, 349, 352-4, 

395, 406, 439-40, 449, 454, 483, 
486-7, 489-90, 496, 562, 569, 575-6, 
581, 585; dismissed, 608-9. 

Dayaram Tagore, 267. 

Dc Pen, Lt Matthews, 305, 369; dies,. 
55x5 relief to his family, 610. 

Deanstown, Dean’s Town, see Dane’s 
Town. 


Debsttes, Peter, dismissed, 260. 
Debukc, Capt, Thomas, of the Anson, 
853, 859, 872, 911, 914, 917. 
Deepchund, see Dipchand. 

Dclavaux, Capt. Alexander, engineer,. 

380; note on, 1102. 

Delawar (ship), 53, 117-20, X22-4, 
130, X38, 152, 170, 635, XO31, 1046-7,. 
1049- 

Commander, see Winter, Tiiomas. 

Delhi, viii, 115, 549, 618, i 035 - 
Delollage, Delolly, see DallalL 
Delolls, see DallaJs* 

Denham (5^*y>), i, 5-6, 10-3, 16, 21, 37,, 
46, 52, 780, 786, 798, 800-1, 803, 
852, 889, 9x5-6, 945, 953, 968-9, 
982-4, 1004-5, X007. 

— --<^ommander, see Meard, Capt. 
George. 

Dennet, Charles, dies, 304; 347. 

Deputy Accountant, 31, 

Deputy Export-Warchouse-Keeper, 144,. 

681-5, 789; see also Drake, Nathan. 
Deputy Master Attendant, 185^ 
265 , 7XX ; see also Man, Richard; 
Aston, John. 

Deputy Secretary of War, England, 
164. 

Deputy Storekeeper, see Eyre, Robert. 
Dethick, Thomas, Commander of thC' 
Gri ^ n , 117. 

Devisme, Stephen, Supercargo in 
China, 117-8. 

Dhaniakhali, Hooghly Dist., Bengal, 
investment at, 81 1, 985. 

Diamonds, 266, 313. 

Diaratn Tagoor, see Dayaram Tagore.. 
Dickson, Capt. Alexander, of the-. 
Lively Grahb, 1087; survives Black 
Hole, 1022. 
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(ship), 1036-S, icxSs. 

Diliv, s(c Delhi. 

Ottnity (sioul coUoa fabric woven with 
r.iiscd stripes or fancy figures). 821- 

DipchanJ, xliii, 206-7, 2^3; case re. 
his deposit. 22. 100-1 , 393. 510, 
51S, 606. 634, 70.1, 756, S30. 935; 
note on, 1093, 

DoJ. John, writer, 65, 93, 1075; dies 
in niach Hole, 1016. 

Dxiahy (ship), 54.}. 9S2, 1036-9, 
1052, 1076-S, :oSi-2. 

Commander, sc£ Young, Capt. 

Andrew, 

D.Hitfjrjru (ship). 71-2. 113. 126, 129, 
*33* 9*5* 962; agreement with 
owncis re., 111-2. 

— -^Commanijcr, see Samson, James, 

Doii (covered litter). 704. 

Domeacohy. sec Dhaniakltali. 

Dan Carlos (ship), 45S-9, 462-4. 

Dooley^ see DoU. 

Doolii. grain imported from. S79. 

Dooloabcr«m, sec Durlabhram 
Mahindra. 

Dounca Cally, see Diinniakhali. 

Daria (striped muslin), 35, 80, 128, 
202, 299, 303, 364, 402> 414 j 
0S6, 1095; Knsijora, 79, 81, 128, 
401 , 4 1 8^ 471 , 492-3» 505-8> 5*5> 568, 
582, 597> 1096; from Dacca, 

79, 128, 379, 392. 401, 41S, 421, 516^ 
730, 83s, 1096; from Kaikala, 

594. 755. 820. 

Domcacnlly,rec Dhaniakhali. 

Dorricn, John, Member of Court of 
Directors, 116, 121, 123, 129, 169, 
J76, 179. 

Dorrill, Capt. Ricliard, of the Severn^ 


359. 390, 409. 441-2. 

Dornll, Thomas, Chief of TcUichc- 
rry, 587. ^ ^ ^ 

Dornngton (slup), 613. 

Dosuti (kind of cloth woven with 
doubled threads), 80, 415, 417, 469. 
495. 514-5. 602, 659, 724. 776, 822' 
Dougazapatam sec Dugarajapat- 


nam. 

Douglas, Ensign Charles, 1020, 1066, 


1072. 

Dow, Lt Col. Alexander, on trade in 
18th century Bengal, xxxviii. 
Downs, roadstead off Kent near Dover, 
England, lo-i, 37, 46, 71, 108, no. 


A//- 

Drabbe, ^,Chief of Patna Dutch 

Factory, negotiates with E.I, Coy 
for saltpetre, 207-19, 221-3, 225-6, . 
228. 

Dragon (ship), 53, iii, 126, 132, 288, 
356-60, 410, 435. 499-500, 502-3, 
514. 516, 521. 530, 536-7. 544. 549. 
570, 669-71, 673. 709. 711. 715-6. 
732. 779. 782, 962. 


Cjptain, jce Kcnt,Capt.Hcnry. 

Dmhc (ship), 54-6, 71. 904. 982. 

Commander, see Fisher, Capt^ 

Benjamin. 

Drake. Mrs >■ , wife of Roger 
Drake, jun., 1037, 1085. 

Drake. Nathan, Deputy Export-Warc- 
housc-Kccpcr, S98, 910 5 partici- 
pates in defence of Fort William, 
1075; dies in Black Hole, 1016. 

Drake? Oipt. Richard, of the Hazoke, 
172; of the Durrington^ 589-90? 

617. 635. 714. 

Drake, Roger, jun., 424, 476. 979. 
1027 ; Military Storekeeper, xiv, 
331. 347? Registrar of Dastaks, 
xxxi, 331 ; declines chiefship of 
Cossimbazar Factory, 29 ; Alcmber 
of Board, 295, 304. 307, 314. 322, 
327. 335- 354. 39i» 398, 406, 439-40. 
449, 454, 483, 486-7. 490. 532? 
537. 562, 569* 575-6. 581. 585? 
BakJishu 350. _ 

President of Board and Gov- 
ernor of Bengal : 97? i55» 

610, 616, 628, 634, 639, 

655-6, 667. 705. 707. 710, 756, 
761. 763-5. 779» 781, 798. 850-2, 
857-8. S71, 881, 883-4» 887, 903, 
911-2, 965. 968, 970-1. 977. 999 - 
1000, 1007, 1017. 1036; visits 

Sirajud-Daulah, xxvii, 614-5? ans- 
wer to Sirajud-Daulah re. fortifi- 
cation of Fort William? xxx-xxxi, 
1031, 1047-8 ; part in giving asyhm 
to Rajballabh*s family, xxxii- 
xxxiii? 1008, 1013. 1043-61 1060; 
uncompromising attitude towards 
Sirajud-Daulah, xxxiv, ion, 10^-6, 
1028, 1058; deserts Fort William, 
xxxv-xxxvi, loio, 1012, 1015. ^020, 
1066, 1075-84. 1094; A^ember of 
Aurangs Committee, xli, 927? Pre- 
sents from Alivardi, 619 . on charges 
against Gobindaram Mitra, 650-15 
explanation re. the Severn and the 
Walpole, 672-3; on s£tpetre wn- 
tract with IGiwajah Wajid, 676; 
on loss olf perquisites owing to new 
method of investment, 796-7 5 ans- 
wer to Alivardi re. Cotmah s 
988-9; conspiracy against Sirajud- 
Daui^y 1059; Member of Forti- 
fications Committee, 1062; stmte- 
gical errors in defending Fort 
William, 1071-2. 

Drake, Roger, sen., Member of Court 
of Directors, 69, 116, 176, I79? 
of Secret Committee of Court of 


Directors, 2, 5, 12, 55. 117. ^71; 
Deputy Chairman, 4, 8, 35-6, 46-7; 
51 ; Chairman, 66, 70, lo^io, 
115, 121? 123, 129, 169. 
Dresaenet (kind of doth), 4rr- 
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Barrah Garrah, see Baragharia Na- 
wabganj. 

Harwell, Edward, writer, I75- 
Harwell, Richard, Chief of Patna, 
negotiations re. saltpetre, zo6-io, 
214-7, 221-2, 281; removed from 
Patna, 244. 

Barwell, William, President 
Board, xxvi, 293-5, 3075 3I4> 

322, 327, 335? 3495 Member of 
Court of Directors, 8, 39^ 4^5 

Ii 5 > 169. 

Basra, Iraq, xxv, 9^ 258, 380, 

912, 1093; seizure of Armenian 
ships bound for, 310, 320^ 341 - 

^Resident at, 157. 

Batavia, 167, 289, 306, 6495 783^ 9045 
1056. 

Batson, writer, 246, 

Batson, Stanlake, 455, 1050; 

arrested by Sirajud-Daulah 1009, 
1028; escapes, 1052. 

Batta (rate of exchange, discount), 
xlvii-xlviii, 544, 593a 598a 602, 

886 . 

Bayley, see BaiUie, William. 

Bcagress see Bigha. 

Beauvoir, Charles, dies, 530. 
Becber, Richard, xxvii, 495-^5 
Member of Supervising Commit- 
tee, XX, 85; on causes ofSiraj- 
ud-Daulah’s quarrel with Coy, 
xxviii, xxxii-xxxiii ; Chief of Dacca, 
xxxvi, 942-3a 964a 971 a ^012^ IO3O; 
Member of Aurangs Committee, 
2^a 927 ; Import-W arehouse-Keeper, 
J37a 720, 809; Member of Select 
Committee, 146; Member of 
Board, r55a 478a 532, 537a 562, 
569a 575-6, 581, 585a 611, 614, 

616, 628, 634, 639a 65Sa 667, 705, 
707, 710, 756, 761, 779a 781, 798, 
807, 850-2, 857, 870-1, 881, 903, 
941, 1036; temporary Chief of 
Cossimbazar, 349; inquires into 
accounts of R^santosh, 559, 
561, 568, 574a Bakitshiy 609; 

Accountant, 897, 910, 917. 
Bedara, mid-way between Chan- 
demagore and Chinsura, battle 
of, xxxix. 

Becrpur, see Birpur. 

Begasy see Bigha. 

Beu, Capt. , of the Svkilloio^ 

497- 

Bcllamy, , writer, 695. 

Bellamy, Ensign ^ 725. 

Bellamy, Rev. Gexvas, chaplain, 
382, 522, 1021; dies in Black 

Hole, 1016, 1022. 

Bellamy, Humffreys, 183, 225, 

298; Member of Board, 257, 
295a, 307a 314, 322, 327a 335a 354a 
391 5 Import-Warehouse-Keeper, 266, 
268, 362, 393; Zamindar, 278; 


BakhshU 323a 608; .Export-W;re- 

house-Keeper, 350; returns t'j 
England, 398, 400. 

Bellamy, John, recommended for 
writership, 382, 522; Lt, dies 

in Black Hole, 1017. 

Bellamy, Thomas, 423, 635, 766, 
8595 hot to have seat on Board, 
i55a 943; at Jagdia, 200, 315-6, 

„ 323a 348a 37J:a 421- 

Belvidcra (sloop), 260, 403. 

B enandcrambauboo, Benautrambosc, 

see Binodram Basu. 

B’jn utbeharrj'seat. see Binodbihari 
Seth. 

Bencooi jn, see Fort Marlbro*. 

Bender, see Burdett, John. 

Bengal, 7, 18-9, 27, 59a 126, I34a 

141, 146, 150, 152-3, 157, 162, 
164, 171, 173, 1009, ion; ijoli- 
tical and economic conditions 
during Alivardi's regime, i, vii; 
Maratha incursions into, ii-r, 
44ia 548, iioi; Afghan rebel- 
lions in, vi; effect of Anglo- 
French war on economy of, viii- 
ix;^ trade in i8th century, xli- 
xliiii industries in, xlv-xlvi; ships 
bound for, 12, 55, 124, 310, 

702-3; money for, 138; copper 
for, 139; woollen goods for, 174; 
measures for safety of, 176; Ccry 
granted duty-free trade in, 1105. 

Governor, see Fort William 

Board, President. 

^Nawab of, Shauicat Jang seeks 

office of, 1105; see also Azimush- 
Shan; Murshid Quli Jafar Khan; 
Shujaud-Din Muhammad Khan; 
Sarfaraz Khan; AUvardi I^an; 
Sirajud-Daulah. 

Bengal Army, see Army, Bengal. 

Bengali Language, 267, S32. 

Benjamin (ship), 188, 256, 264, 

289, 441-2, 458, 461-4, 482, 484^ 
490-1, 493, 4979 671. 

Captain, see Meard, Capt. 

George. 

Bermet, Capt.-Lieut. Martin, 347-8; 
dies, 349. 

Benson, Capt. William, of the East- 
eaurty 264-5, 3239 335- 

Berboon, see Birbhum. 

Best, Capt. Thomas, of the Prince 
Henryy 37. 

Betiluut, xxxix. 

Bhagabat Pal, 230. 

Bhagalpur, Bihar, 238; plundered 
by Marathas, 518; note on, 1099. 

Bhaskar Pant, General of Ragbuji 
Bhonsle, ii-iii. 

Bhushna, Jessore Dist., Bengal, khasa 
from, 3659 4149 5059 5079 1100. 

Biglta (measure of land), 69, 279, 

764-5. 
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Drummond, John, writer, 4» S, 27 5 
dies, 943. 

Du Cane, Peter, Member of Court of 
Directors, 8, 35-6, 39, 46-7, 51. 

Dtiddalcy, see Dodalay, 

Dugarajapatnarn, also known as Arma- 
gaon, 40 miles north of Pulicat, 
Ncllorc Dist., 289, iioo. 

Duke of Dorset (ship), 54-6, 72,76, 99, 
108-10, 170, 2S3, 502, 538, 540» 
542 » 544. 563, 582-3, 585-6, 594, 
614, 697, 904, 910, 914-7, 95^, 

968, 970, 982-4, 999, 1006. 

Commander, jcc Forrester, Capt. 

Bernard. 

Dulal Sarkar (Dulou Sircar), 558. 

DiimbJcton, William, atiiiuvcy, loi, 
614 ; dies in Black Hole, :oi6. 

Dunldrk, France, 169. 

Dunldcy, Lt James, 305; invalid, 

_477. 

Dupcn,5C(; Dc Pen. 

Dupicix,J.F,, Marquis, xvi-xvii, 1095* 

Durand, Capt. Jolm, refuses to pay 
house tax, 963, 991. 

Durassapatam, 307* 337, 357- 

Durgah, see DargcJi, 

Durlabhram Mahindra, Diioan of 
Sirajud-Daulah, 344, 1025, 1055, 
1087, iioi ; role in seizure of 
CoGsimbazar Factory, 100S-9, loii, 
1048-50; note on, iioi. 

Dnrrington (ship), 14, 53, 75, 79-80, 
98, 322, 5S6-8, 5S9-92, 617, 630, 
635* 654, 668, 697, 7I3-4» 716, 
719* 766, 779, 7S2, 901. 

Commander, see Draltc, Capt. 

Richard. 

DtismaSi sec Rupee, Dets Mosa, 

Diissatary^ Difssf/tary, Difstorc^ see 
DasUiru 

^•Sticks Dust:ich^ see Dastaks. 

Dutch, The, x, 146, 150, 376, 577, 
777,, 873; relations with /ili- 
vardi, vii, 23S, 275; relations 

with Sirajud-Daulali, xxvii, 614-5, 
1012, 1028, 1055-6, 105S; competi- 
tion aifcccs Coy*s trade, jrcxix, 
xliii, 107, 167, 191, 330-T, 416, 
506, 510-1, 546, 600, 688, 930; 
co-operate with Coy in i>rotcst against 
Alivardi’s orders re. coinage, xlviii, 
22, 576, 583, 6o'5;^ agree to oppose 
Prussian interests in India, 34, 50J, 
781, 796 5 saltpetre contract with 
Coy, 206-28, 244, 301, 674; soldiers 
desert Fort William, 1010, 1016, 
loSo ; help fugitives from Fort 
William, 1023, 1053 ; see also 

Bisdom, Adrian ; Chinsura ; D’ 
Arnaud, — 5 Drabbe, — ; Fatwa; 
Hooghl3\ 

Duty, see Customs and Excise ; Taxa- 
tion. 


^agk (M.Mhs ship), xvi, 40. 

- — Commander, see Pococh, George. 
Harl of IJoldcrncss (ship), 54-6. 7l,Sk)4. 

• Commander, see Court, Capt. Mai- 

tlicw. 

East Indies, 46, 50, 7i-2> ^53 5 

H. M.*s troops for, xvi, 37, 40, 

176; ban in England on use of 
silks from, >:li; Coy empowered 
to hold court-martial in, 47; pro- 
poned French expedition to, 

175. 

Eaucourt (ship), 54-6, 72, 76, 

99. loS-TO, T70, 183, 188, 256-7, 
265, 272, ;!95, 299, 3085 323. 

327-?.. 335, 67X, SS9> S97-8, 

904, 909-10, 914-7, 926, 93-j 

934, 939, 958, 966, 983^ 98S, 

996, 

Commander, sez Evans, Cipt. 

Arthur, 


Eastern Sea, 409. 

Edgbaston (ship), 337-?* 355-7: 

359-61, 3S8, 390^ 39-> 397-9- 


4055 534. 

Captain, see Tiddeman, Capt. 

Edward. 

Edgccotc (sliip), 54-6. 

Commander, see Pcarsc, John. 

Edgccoun (ship), 9S1. 

Edwards, Capt, , of the Speeds 

toclly Soi. 

Egerton, Cant. William, of tlie 
Lynn, 432-3, 436, 453, 456. 

Eginoiit (ship), i, 74, 12S, I33> X50 j 
157, 706, 716, 7-0' 75-: 7543 

766, 772, 78^-A. 786, 7P8, 800, 

802, S48? 852. '860, 867. 869, 87:^: 
SSS-o, 925, 927, 932. 

Captain, see Tolson, Capt. 

Thomas. 


EL^mbuznT*. Elmobur.ar, see Ilambnrar, 
Elatches Miilcaporc, see Alaehci 
Icaporc, 

Elizabeth (ship), l, 73, I 34 .' ^ 72-3 5 
3395 35I5 706, 715.- yS-lj SOT-2. 
S48, 850,, S5=, S7I< 888, 937; 

negotiations for freight of, 7t<>'7* 


/i W. 

Commander, see Enrdett, Ro- 
bert; Wills, tape. Edward. 

Ellct, Lt John, 727-85 74X- 
Ellis, Brabazon, Member of Select 
Committee at Bombay, I47* 
Ellis, William, 533, 607, 609, S56; 
deserts Fort William, 1015, 1075. 


Eltham (H.ZvF.s ship), 188, 256, 289. 
Ely Rupees, see Rupee, Hali. 
Emdon, Germany, 345 50i> 7^^* 
Emeralds, ^2,^ 270, 655* , 

Evimcrties (kind of ' piece-goods), 
577, 869. 
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l^inar* ii; R.nfpm<i recruited from, xv- 
xvi; production ofandtrDdein 
pctrcin.xlii-xliii.xlv, 1093; 

Iwn <‘n import of rice fn‘»m* ^’7. 

——Deputy <>ovemi»r* ree 7^'jinwd-Din 
A!i rmJ Khnn* 

— of, ifr Alix'nrdi Khnn. 

Hmirad, nilcr of, scr Molinn Sinph 

In* 5 \V*s|, 

nnJcis, VTiIilam, 0S5, 1015. 

IMU Of l->:c!utv.:c. m>:, 31*41*2, 9K, 
160, tzz , 24t* 251-4* 2SJ.7, 593t 
301. 307. 307-13. 320-I* 32.f-6, 
??13*4. 34 K '353* 37K, 3S3-7, 394'‘7» 
403-4. 42f»-3». 442-K, 450*3, 

494. 525-9. 534-^’. 553-7» 
550*60, 564-??, 57*-3? 577->‘0, 5‘^3-4> 
611*4* 620*6, 630-.I, 636-^, 652-4. 
6fc-3, 696*0, 706*9, 726, 72S, 
743*52. 770-6, 792-6, S37-46, S53-6, 
K62-9, S75-?^. K9S-O02, on. 043*55, 
966*70. <>92-^5. JOOS-6. 

Hmdnhtui.l* ur BrimUban Seth. 

B:n«dhd»3Ti S^ih, 47S, 404- 

Ihni\!f/m Ba-.ti, ^4i1tpctrc contract 
with. 507* 67a. 

R;fa;n D^;b, of AltvarJi. 345; 

ni'tc on, itoi. 

Bhhhum, Bcnpl, Maratha inroadi into, 
51K. 

Birpur, unTth from, 402. 

Bisdem, Adrian, Dutdi Director ol 
Otimuni, 2oK^ 223, 1025 ; note on, 
109S. 

Bnhnuc!Mr.nn Datta, 3K0, 393. 

Bifhnupnr (Bmrnporc), BanKura Disi., 
ncnpal,4i3. 

Bishop, Hmipn Richard, 2S0, 401, 41 S. 
490; Lt, dica in Black Ihdc, 1017. 

Bhchford, James, 30f 450. 455> 533? 
Oiicf of Japdin, 3»5“f>> 323> 34®, 
371-2; Military* Storekeeper, 350; 
cnqujr>' into his conduct, 401. 422-3, 
525,6io;Mcml>cr of Board, 439-40, 
454. 483^4«7» 53=. 537. 562, 573; 
suspended, 609. 

Black Odiccior, Black Zamindar 
(Indian Asst to Co>V Collcaor 
at Calomn or to Coy’s Zamindar), 
see Gobindiiram Mitra, 

Black Hole, xxxvii-xxxviii, joio, 
ior6-7, 1022, 1041, IC65, 10S8, 

1094. 

Black Town (Indian quarter), Calcutta, 

XXXV. 

Blnpc, Lt Thomas, loS ; participates 
in defence of Port William, 1072-3, 
1075 ; dies in Black Hole, 1017. 

Dlandford (mnn-of-war), lai. 

Blount, Samuel, Supercargo, ii. 

Bon’ia, Rajshahi Disk, Beng.:], khasa 
from, 276, iioo- 

Board of Ordnance, England, 42. 

Boddrm, Thomas, Chief of Balasorc 
and Balaramgarhi, xxxvi, 962, 970-1, 


1012, 1052 ; Member of Cossim- 
baznr Council, 305, 311, 381, 941; 
Member of Baird, 1036. 

Bod’ey, Joshua, Supercargo of the 
Afar^, cnquir>’ into conduct of, 15^ 

^ AS* 95^ 5^7* <5fM-5. 703* 

B^gbu:paul, sec Bhngabat Pal. 

Boghtijar, see Bnghbaxar. 

BoggIcpnrcN sec Bhagalpiir. 

//c3.'f;5.3v (frifratc), 1052. 

Bombay. 37, 46, 52, 140, 166, 30S, 382, 
441. 45«« 501. 6X5* 703. 7r3> 783> 
X040. J093, 1105; Mayor’s Court at, 
NTcii-xxiii; woollen goods for, xliii, 
h 59. I37i 174. 720, 7S6; money to 
Bengal from, xlviii, 462, 491. 533, 
7S0, 785, S47 ; saltpetre for, 7* X4> 
X75. 461, 500, 588, 669, 92s. 962-3, 
9S2; copper for, xS, 2To; saltpetre 
from, 120; customs flaministration 
at, 167; bnudcloih for, 309, 326; 
rice for, 442; soldiers for, 563; 
gimpowdcr from, 5S7 ; shipbuilding 
at, 587. 711; cotton from, 9x7; 
coinage and airrcnc}' at, xxoo. 

— Governtu, 797; see also Wake, 
William; Bourchicr, Richard, 

-*G.n*crnor imd Ciuncil, 6, 13, 

>5. *7. X57* 3*7. 33S. 35S, 360, 409. 
44X» 670, 717. 802, 905, 913; send 
monc>' to Bengal, 138, 357. 7X8* 
9S1, 1005; on purchase ora Persian 
ship, 648; request for gunpowder, 
654-5; requested to give military 
aid to Bengal, X035, X053 . 

——Select Committee, 146-7. 

Domhay Castle (ship), i, 4, 13, 54-6, 
58. 7X. 76. 93. 30S-XO. 3x5. 327> 
329. 336. 34X. 361, 368, 438, 59X> 
615, 617-8, 62s, 635, 639, 641-2, 
655: 745. 892, 906. 

Captain, see Brown, Capt. Thomas. 

Jiarteta^ Bonnetta (ketch), 410, 435. 

Boneta^ Bonetta (sloop), 188-9, 290, 
40S, 586.7, 799, 915, 982. 

Commander, see Riccards, , 

Honlum, Capt. Pinson, of the Norfolk, 
10, 172; of the Searborottglh 530, 
542. 

BiK>gbU7.nr, sec Bnglibozar. 

Hookey, Cnpl. William, of the Shafts^ 
bury, 37. 

Bootle, Robert, Member of Court of 
Directors, 4, 116, 123, 169. 

Boragharia, see Baragharia Nawabganj. 

Borneo, 167, 

Boscaiven (ship), X72, 177. 

— — Commander, sec Braund, Benjamin. 

Boscawen, Admiral Edward, ix, 309, 
3?3. 670, 1 100. 

Boualcn^ see Bonita. 

Boulton, Hen^ Crabb, Member of 
^urt of Directors, 4, S, 35-6, 39> 
46, 66, 69-70, 109.10, 115-63 r23> 
129, 169, 176, 179. 

Boulton, Robert, cadet, 164, 
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! -K.Cp !\ 20, 

45 . 




27 ' 

277^ -00, 

302, 

SX 7 > 



3 i' 3 . 367, 401. 

410, 

.JX2. 



4tS, 

437, 459 . 

466, 

504% 

507 

^ 545 

-• 5C0, 

S77, 600, 

619, 

<^42- 

3* ^65* 

679-S2 

637 - 8 , 

718, 


762 

> 766-7, 777 

-g, 784, 7SS-90, 

812- 

’ 3 > 

847, 

851, 

873. 893.4, 


Paiviv (ship), 186, 246. 

Faransi (Indian-born Portuguese), 
question of jurisdiction over, x>uv, 
956, 95S. 

Fariiuvi (imperial order or grant), 
xiii, ssv, xxvii, xliv, 68, 247-8, 
332. 349 . 436, 536. 549 . 551 , 585, 
686, 885, S95. 909, 973 - 6 . 978, 
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Bourchier, Richard, Governor of 
Bombay, 5335 780, 78576, 802, 8535 
8595 890-1, 905, 9135 9175 1017, 
1074 - 

Boyd, John, Member of Court of 
Directors, 4, 8, 35-6, 395 115*^5 
121, 169, 

Braddyll, Thomas, President of 
Board, 331, iioi. 

Bradford, Ensign Joseph, 292-3. 

Bralimins, Mayor’s Court’s jurisdic- 
tion over, 105. 

Braja Cotmah, 467, 988; note on, 1102. 

Brass, 808-9. 

Braund, Benjamin, Commander of 
the Boscazoetti 172. 

Braund, William, Member of Court of 
Directors, 4, 8, 35-6, 39, 46-75 5 i; 

Brettj , Agent Victualler to H.M. s 

Squadron, 356. 

Bridge, Capt. Timothy, 33. 

Bridgewater (H. M.’s ship), xvi, 40, 
805. 

Command er,5^c Martin, William. 

Bridjoo, see Braja Cotmah. 

Brings, Joseph, >dies, 245. 

Brill (ship), 588. 

Brilliant (snow), 590, 635. 

Brindaban Seth, 425. 

Bristol (ship). Commander of, see 
Latham, Thomas. 

Bristow, John, steward in hospital, 
478; surgeon’s mate, 521; resigns, 
552. 

Bristow, John, Resident at Balasore, 
1052. 

Britannia (ship), i, 5, lo-i, 37-8, 41, 
46, 52, 125, 131, 1S45 3405 3545 
356, 359-60, 362-3, 390, 4075 4095 
441-2, 460-1, 482, 484, 487-8, 490-2, 
4975 499-502, 531-3, 537, 541, 671, 
6735 805, 848, 853, 858, 889, 937. 

Captain, see Norway, Capt. Ne- 

viDe; Somner, Capt, John, 

British, The, ordered to leave France 
during war, 1695 benefit of royal 
charter to, 958. 

Broach, Bombay, cotton from, 359-60. 

Broadcloth, xliii, 59, 76, 119, 271, 
326, 338, 618, 785, S09, 9175 for 
Tibet, xxxix; sale, 309, 340, 411, 
54I5 627, 720-1, 786, 804, 807, 892, 
964, 083-4; varieties in demand, 
722, Sio; see also Aurora Broad- 
cloth; Popinjay. 

Broadhy, Capt. Henry, of the True 
Brim, 10, 315. 

Brocade, 593, 642. 

Broker, proposal to revive office of, 
195 455^232-35 270, 692. 

Bromfield, Thomas, tried for murder, 

753-4. 


Brooke, Henry, Chief of Haingy^ 
800, 809, 869, 915, 982. 

‘^rookc, Wadham, Chief of Cossij 
ba%r, 230, 241, 300; mediates 


Armenian dispute, xxvi, 10935 asked 
to moke good deficiency in import 
warehouse,238, 269, 388; dismissed, 
3495 case iu Mayor’s Court, 392, 
5295 5585 574 - 

Brown, John, Member of Cossun- 
bazar Council, 305; dies, 608. 

Brown, Capt. Thomas, of the Bombay 
Castle, 545 308, 3295 3335 3355 3375 
6175 635-6. 

Brown, Ensign William, 162. 

'Buchanan, Capt. John, 790, 1064-5; 
to supervise gjunpowder mills, 998-9; 
participates in defence of Fort 
William, 1073-4, 1087; dies in Black 
Hole, 1016. 

Buckserrics, see Baksari* 

Buddal, east of Malda, Bengal, 8745 
920; investment at, 812-3, 895, 
908, 918-95 924-5. 

Buddlepoor, see Bhagalpnr. 

Budge-Budge (Buddgea), 24-Parganas 
Dist., Bengal, 1080, 1085. 

Budgerow (lumbering kecllcss barge), 
261, 658, 711, 799, 806, 847. 

Budwan, see Burdwan. 

Buglepor, see Bhagalpur. 

Bullion, xliii, 3, 8, 16, 595 765 123, 
131, 1385 1975 213, 233-65 270, 272, 
276, 2935 297-85 300, 3035 3x6, 336, 
3395 3525 361, 412, 49X5 5445 5875 
592, 5995 618, 668-9; selling price, 
xlvii, 602; Alivardi’s orders re. 
coinage of, xlviii, 22, 576, 583, 605; 
for Patna, 206; for Cossimbazar, 
210, 231-2, 273, 341, 726; for Dacca, 
2955 3035 732,821. 


Bullramgurry, Bulramgarry, Bulrain- 
gurry, see Balaramgarhi. 

Bully (Cotmah, see Bali Cotmah. 

Bulram Qotm^, see Balaram Cotmah. 

Bundannocs, sec Bandana. 

Buragaziah, sec Baragharia Nawab- 
ganj. 

Buran (Burran, Burron), old name of 
Khuhia, q, v. 

Burdett, John, writer, 65, 93; im- 
prisoned, loio, 1017, 1022-3, 1089. 

Burdett, Robert, Commander of the 
Elizabeth, 172. 

Burdwan (Burdawan), Bengal, 392; 
Maratha incursions into, ii-iii, 
239, 276, 4225 parzvana T&moving 
ban on Coy’s business in, 895-6, 
909. 

^Raja, see Tilak Chandra Rai. 

Burhabalang River, Balasore, xxxvi. 

Burrel, Alexander, 434; dies, 476. 

Burrow, Christopher, Member of 
Court of Directors, 2, 4-5, 8, 12, 
35-6, 39, 46-75 5X5 1x55 1x75 123, 1295 
1695 X7I5 1765 X79. . , 

Burrow, John, Supercargo in China, 

zx. 


Burtow, Thomas, 26,407,5745 Mem- 
ber ofBoard, 3495 3545 39X5 3985 406 
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1010, 10133 1035, 1054, 1058, 

1061, 1105. 

Fnrnikhsiynr, MughnI Kmpcror, 
156, 10^7; farmans to E.I. Coy 
from, xiil, xliv, xlviii, 248, 585, 
1105; farman to Armcninm, xxvn, 
551 - 

Fateh Chnnd, Jat;at Sethy hanking 
transactions of, 202, 230, 2*^6, 
250, 272, 310, 339, 405, 436, 468, 
471-33 5153 53 ^. 

Fatchpur, Saran Dist., Fihar, 
209. 

Fatwa, 7 miles cast of Pntnn, iioi; 
Afghans plunder Dutch factory 
nt> vi, 303; saltpetre manufacture 
at, xlii. 

Faujdar (military governor of a 
district), 422, 736, 828, 861, 975, 
1045, 1058, 1093, 1099. 

Fazal Quli Khan, 1105. 

Fca, Capt. Thomas, of the VPaU 
458-60, 462, 483-4.. 

Fend, William, Supercargo in 
China, ii. 

Fcakc, Thomas, Accountant, 350; 
hands over charge of Dacca factory, 
3S0» 382, 403, 425; Aiember 

of Board, 424; dies, 477-8. 

Feizgong, see Tejgaon. 

Fenner, Capt. Parson, of the St. 
George, 969, 983, 1004. 

Fenwick, Capt. Thomas, sen., 245, 
348, 433> 1002; fixation of 
his rank, 347; on furlough, 942. 

Fenwick, Ensign Tliomas, jun., 
4 ^ 5 * . 

Fcmcll, William, Commander 
of the Exeter, 54. 

Ferret Cloth (variety of cloth pos- 
sibly used for making stout 
tape), 820. 

Field, Ca^t. Thomas, of the Royal 
George, ix, 323 j of the Falmouth, 
7 I 4 j 753 > 777-8; requests for 
crew, 766, 782. 

Findlay, David, 569. 

Finley, Oliver and Wood, 655. 

Fire-arms, for Fort St David, 

.563. 

'Fisher, Capt. Benjamin, of the 
Drake, 54, 904; of the Porto 
Bello, 313, 315. 

Fitzhugh, Thomas, Supercargo in 
China, 55, 118. 

Flannel, 362, 411, 503, 541. 

Fleming, S. J., dies, 551. 

Flint, James, Supercargo in China, 

„55, 118. . 

Floyer, Charles, Deputy Governor of 
Fort St David, 184, 188, 258, 
408, 791. 

Fonnereau, Zachai^ Philip, Member 
of Court of Directors, 46-7, 51, 
66, 69-70, 109-10. 


Pool Stigai , see PIml Sugar. 

Foot, John, Commander of a new 
rbip, 172. 

Forrester, Gtpt. Bem-ard, of the 
Duke 0/ Dorset, 54, r/te„ 952, 
__ 969 ' 70 > 98,<, ioo6. 

1 ’orr.ter, John, President of Hoard, 


257. 1100 . 

Fori Atigir.tif, at Chinrura, vii, 

Fort Mnrlhro’, Bcnkulcn, Sumatra, 
=46, 259, 335, 35S, 904; ship-; bound 
for, 10, 54, 56. T17, 172, 617, 852, 
888; pepper from, 126, 132, 629, 
707, 715, Soo-2, 848, 850, 910*1, 
914; rice for, iS6; jute Imgs for, 
457; note on, 1095. 

Fort Si. David (ship), 563, 587-S, 

Fort St Davi.l, South Arcot Dist., 
Madras, 1K8, 190, 236, 2.*,0, 246, 
255-6, 259, 262, 291, 296-7, 304, 
306, 329. 347 , 355 , 371, 382, 403, 
405, 413, 453 , * 155 , 464*5, 502*3, 

520. 522, 532, 562, 627, 635, Foi, 
1102; military aid to, ix, xvii, 581, 

521, 563; rice and other provisions 

i'or, ix, 1S5-6, 308, 323, 497; 

redwood from, 185, 337 * 8 , 357 * 8 , 
499; saltpetre for, 351, 410, 435, 
442, 501 ; treasure from, 360, 399, 
450, 458, 492; cloth from, 4x1-2, 
441, 463; gunpowder for, 538-9; 
trade conditions at, 702-3, 937 * 8 ; 
customs at, 738. 

— — Deputy Governor, set Hindc, 
John; Floyer, Charles, 

— Governor and Council, 263-4, 
281, 288-9, 295, 336, 359 , 383, 409, 
457, 4S8, 499-500,516, 53 ^, 540, 5 . 44 , 
552,588, 671; on political situation 
on the Coast, 1S4, ^ 306, 549; 
payment for military aid, 5S7, 

Judge Advocate, 333. 

Major, ire Lawrence, Ma). 

Stringer. 

Fort St. George (sloop), 184, 186, l8S, 


„ 357 , 49S. 

Fort St George, lo, 12-3, 16-7, 46, 
52-3, 119, 130, 132, 134, 173, 455 , 
903, 91 J, 96S; military aid &om 
Bengal to, ix, 589; gunpowder for. 
Lx, 643, 654, 752; ships bound for, 
1 , 5 , 9 , II, 37 : 9 , 55 - 6 , I 3 l> 172 , 
616-7, 856; wmc for, 2, 6, 57-8; 
treasure from, 3, 16, 58-9, 138, 174, 
177, 668, 873, 983; woollen goods 
for, 6; saltpetre for, 7, 21-2, 57, 175, 
925; redwood from, 460, 498; 
Presidency vc-cstablishcd, 587; copper 
for, 872; see also Madras. 

Maior, see Heron, Lt Col. 

Alexander. 

■ President, 797; see also Prince, 

Richard; Saunders, Thomas; 
Pigot, George. 
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should have occasion to make detachments from his main body, 
he may give one to each commander in chief of every such 
detachment, filling up the blank with the name of every such 
commander. 

13. In like manner also the President and Council should give 
blank appointments for persons to officiate as judge advocates 
lo be lodged with the Commander in Chief to be issued by him 
•as occasion should require. 

% 

14. The appointment of a court martial is not done by any 
written order; but the Commander in Chief who has the power 
of appointing a court martial gives his orders by word of mouth 
to the Judge Advocate to summon a court martial to meet at 
such time and place as shall be thought proper. 

15. As these our instructions are framed from the best infor- 
mation we are able to get, so if, in the execution of them, they 
shall be found defective, you are at liberty, with the assistance 
of the military officers, to deviate and vary from them, always 
taking care that you strictly and exactly keep up to the Act of 
Parliament and articles of war, and by no means to exceed the 
powers thereby given. 

16. And we direct you to transmit copies of the proceedings 
of all courts martial and of all other your transactions in conse- 
quence of this Act of Parliament and articles of war, and of 
-these our instructions. 


We are, 

Your loving friends, 

Richard Chauncy, Chairman/Roger Drake, Deputy/ 
Whichcott Turner/Thos. Rous/W. Willy/Will. Braund/ 
J. Winter/Stephen Law/Willm. Rider/Timothy Tullie/ 
Z. P. Fonnereau/W. Wilberforce Junr./Peter Du Cane/ 
W. Mabbott/ Christo. Burrow. 

London, 15th March, 1754. i 

(Ref. — Copies of records obtained from India Office Vol. 18, 
1754-5, pp. 62—67.) 
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LETTER DATED 29 NOVEMBER 1754 

Shipping news — instructions to send a large quantity of 
saltpetre for the coming season— directions to encourage the sale- 
of woollen goods— the Coui-t welcomes the new plan of purchas- 
ing goods at the aurungs through the gomas'tahs — the inhabi- 
tants of Fort William to pay the expenses of fortifications— 
perynission given to recruit Rajputs.for military service. 


Qur President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1, Wee writt to you last season under the following dates- 
viz., , 

The 28th of November 17S3 by the St. George. 

The 19th of December by the way of Fort St. George- 
accompanying' the list of the investment to be made in the 
year 1754. 

The 23rd of January 1754 by the Denham, York, Norfolk 
and Anson, and a letter of the same date to the President andi 
second in Council. 

ft 

The 31st of January a short letter to acquaint Lieut. Col. 
Scott it was our pleasure he should proceed to Fort St. George- 
and a letter, of the same date to that gentleman to the like- 
purport. 

The 15th of February by the Anson, 

i 

The 2nd March by the London, Kent and Britannia to be- 
forwarded from Ft. St. George. 

The 2nd of March by His Majesty’s ships a short letter- 
relating only to the manner of saluting them. 

The 15th of March by the Warren to be forwarded from 
Fort St.' George, and the Prince Henry by the way of Bombay 
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rrc<ic!cnt Cntindf, 12-3, 39, 

4<o. 4^9* 49^* 59>^ 593/ 
^'39-40. roit ?05* 714* 7^0, 7K4, 
7?9> ?0U S5?, S5S.9, SK9-i> 904-5» 
9J4*5* tlispinc wiih l^cnr.al 

tJovi rc. trade on Coro- 
mandel Oxi^U !>:, 02, 7377?^» 937-J^; 
Court'? inMn»:tio''r. re, S\vi^<; troops, 
t<>374; rccpir.x Col. Scoxt to relieve 

* Mai. I^wrencc. 7^2-3; Hcntral 

Govt militsn* aid from. 

t055, 1053; informed of Foss of 
G»vV rcstfcmmi in neneaf, 1040. 

— - ^^e^:cI Comminec. 146, 176; 
mrrn^>!:r5. 147- 

/•Vr: tn/;/.;-?; Cliip^ 33^>-7« 347> 3f»C. 
!v»*’; William, 131, 14H; fortifications, 
xii. C1-4. fi/* *47. 243* 519-20, 

yS2-f?, o;o. xoo>4, 1051, IC}7-50i 
lC‘'o-3; o.ipntrcd by Siraiud-Dnulah, 
XXW, 1007. lOIO-l* 1013-21, 102fi, 

102^, 1035. 1030. 1059. 1063- 

fp: icraltc Celatna.^ 

— iNtnjv'r, Sfr ^\nior of Fori 
William, 

F’rl Willi un Hoird, dispute wth 
.N^tdms Gom re. tmdc on 
Own land cl Cv.st, j?c, 702-3, 
037-'^: correspondence snth 
W'att’* re. fortificati^^n of Fort ^Wil- 
liam and mint at Otlailin. \ii-xiii. 
SS’2-S; Gniri censures cxinva;;flnt 
liviiirt of member. xi\. 694-5; 
inntntcn.nncc of record? • XX. 32, 157* 
94?. 1029; jiulicin! powxr, xxii- 
xdii, .to.5K i6s» 75--3* 797* S.18-9. 
959-fii ; relations with Sirafud- 
OnuUli. xxvii-xxxx'i. 23. 1009, 1033, 
1049. 1059; answer to Court's 

criticism of investment, xxxix-xl, 
600. fi02; inquio’ into Gobinda- 
ram ,\b'tra's conduct, 25-6, 650-1, 
JV31-2, S61-2; rcdisiribmion of posts, 
^55» 350> 60S-10, S97-S* 909-XO, 
940, 964 ; question of .\laj. Hollond’s 
rank on, 531; finances, 160, 380, 
41S, 743, 846-7, 870, 915; members 
take oatli of allcRiance. 304 ; members 
to visit hospital by^ turn, 610; 
explain shippinp policy, 669-73, 
784-5; members' bania or scr>*ant 
not 10 be employed ns ptmashtahi 
68^-6; Court on members holding 
chicfsbips of subordinate factories, 
693-4; punishment for flouting 
auiboriiy of, 701, 963; management 
of jianj by, 879*8 1> 939-40; on dis- 
pute between Zamindar and Mayor's 
Court, 956-8 ; condition of members 

* after fall of Fort Willirm, 1027, 
1030; Council of War, 1036-S, 1079; 

' Holwcll blames members who 
deserted Fort William, 1076. 
^ President, to be member of Fortifica- 
tions Committee, xii; to be mem- 
ber of Supervising Committee, xx; 


powers and duties, xxi, §7; private 
trade by, xliii; requests increase in 
emolumenu, x66-7> 797 ; judicial 
powers, 960-1; election of Holwcll 
as, J020-1 ; see also Braddyll, 
’'Fhomas; Forster, John; Dawson, 
Adam; Fylchc, William; Drake, 
Reger, fan. 

Secretary. 250, 522, 701-3, 

955-8; office administration, 652, 
79X, 896, 942; plea for increase in 
emoluments, 836; see also McGwire, 
William; Cooke, John. 

— — Select Committee, composition 
and functions, 146-7, 171. 

Forth, Dr William, Surgeon a 
Cosrimbaxar, xxix. lOoS-p, 1049' 
zza|. 

Fortifications. Committee of, see Com- 
mittee of Fortifications. 

Porttme (sloop), 668. 

Foulis. Charles, Commander of the 
Lord Ansorti xo. 

Foulis, Sir James, Member of 
Bombay Select Committee, 147. 

Fowhr, Francis, Commander ot the 
Walpole, 117, 

po:vTdar^ Fotosdaar,. see Paujdar. 

Pox (ship), 172-3- 

——Commander, see Hume, Alexander. 

Fr.*;iC2, relations %riih England, 44, rio, 
1x3, 120-r, 169, 171, 1773 883-4, 
8S6, 939, 1046, 1063; sec also 

French. 

Fr.inkhnd. William, 212, 214, 264, 
333» 586« 837. 990, X046; deserts 

Fort William, xxxv, 1010, 1015, 1020, 
1066, XO75-84; Member of Auratigs 
Committee, xii, 927; Sub-Export- 
Warchousc-Kceper, 20, 143-4, 305, 
609; Member of Board, 155, 5773585, 
616, 62s, 634» 639, 655> 667, 705, 
707, 710, 7563 7fii. 779. 781, 798, 
S50-2, S57, 871, 881, 903, 

9XX-2, 965, 968, 970, 9993 1007, 
1036; on Holwcll's revenue 
statement, S9-90, 7395 Clerk of the 
Peace, 573; Collector of Consul- 
ate, 830-1; BakJishi, 897, 910; 
Member of Warehouse Committee, 
898, 910; blamed for conduct during 
siege of Fort William, 1036-9. 

Free Merchants, 28, 93, 153, 389, 
655; pay consulage on exports, 
xxvii, 389; rivalry \rith Coy’s ser- 
vants in coastal trade, xliv-xlv; 
right to send ships to any port 
wthin Coy’s jurisdiction, 14-5, ^9- 
30; note on, 1093. 

French, Thc,xv,xxvi, xxxi, 72, 112, 
130, I34> I46-7> 150. 1733 260, 

‘ 265, 306, 522, 827, 1049, 1054; 
Afghan demands on, vi, 303 : 
occupy Dutch garden at 
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Maj. James; Mosman, Maj, James ; 
Scott, Col. Caroline Frederick. 

Aialabar (Mallabar) Coast, xxxviii, 
X 5 . 55 j 953 1183 1343 1673 1893 
358,43537033802,851,9x43 pepper 
from, 125, 131, 308; copper from, 
S06. 

Malacca (Mallacca), 167. 

Malay Peninsula, Dutch imports from, 
xliii. 

Malda, Bengal, 67S, 919-20, 1005 ; 

khasa from, 307, 492-3, 570, 597; 
investment at, 810-1, 813, 895, 
90S-9, 9x8, 924-5, 964, 985- 

Maidive Islands, Indian Ocean, 167, 
937- 

Male, Lt George, 273, 280, 942 ; dies, 
992. 

Malmal (muslin), 21, 3x1, 515, 540, 
65S, 660; from Santipur, 79, Si, 
317, 364, 402, 414, 4^7, 49^3 505-8, 
560, 570, 577, 596-73 755, 1096; 
from Shahbazpur, Si, 777, 1096; 
from Kasijoraj 12S, 402, 471, 492, 
560, 570, 596, 598 ; from Balasore, 
128, 416; from Dacca, 303, 730; 
from Rajballabhpur, 776 ; from 
Malda, 964 ; see also Sera MaUnaL 

Mmnodies^ sec Mahmtidi. 

Man, Richard, Deputy Master Attend- 
ant, dies, 71 1. 

Mandevile, George, Supercargo, 55. 

Mangan (uii authorised exaction at 
landing places and custom stations), 

976. 

MangySy sec Manjhu 

Manik Datta, 330, 346. 

Manikdiand, 1025, 10S6 ; reconciled 

to Alivardi, 1054. 

Alanila, Philippines, BengaPs trade 
with, xxxviii, 167. 

Manjhi (steersman of a boat), 200-1, 
274, 337, 543, 664, 734, 787, 813, 
975-6. ... 

Mankarah, 111,421. 

JManningham, Charles, 66 , 71 , 85 , 
170 , 607 , 719 , S 37 , 898 , 910 , 972 - 3 , 
977 , 979 , 1045 - 6 ; Member of 
Supervising Committee, xx, 855 
Export- Warehouse- Keeper, xxi, 
20 , 26 , 60 , 943 1433 6093 618 , 797 ; 
role in Rajballabh affair, x^^iii, 
X 043-4 ; deserts Fort William, 
■XXXV, 1010 , 10155 1020 , 1066 , 

1075 - 84 ; Member of Com- 

mittee, xli, 927 ; Member of Select 
Committee at Fort William, 146 ; 
Member of Board, 1553 40O3 4253 
449 , 454 , 483 , 4 S 6-73 4893 4963 532 , 
5373 562 , 569 , 575-63 58 I 3 5853 616 , 
^ 28 , 6343 6393 6553 667 , 7053 7073 
710 , 756 , 761 , 7793 7 SI 3 7983 850 - 2 , 
8573 871 , 8 S 1 , 883 - 4 , S 87 , 9033 
911 - 2 , 965 , 968 , 970 -x, 999-10003 
Z 007 ; his services appreciated, 94 , 


1433 S97; Collector of Consulage, 
477; Zamindar, 700; visits Madras 
to secure aid for Bengal, 1035; 
sends European women aboard the 
Dodalay and the Diligence^ 1037-8; 
withdraws from CcAmcil of War, 
1038-9 ; Member of Fortifications 
Committee, 1062. 

Manohar Roy, zamindar, 764-5. 
Mansell, James, writer, dies, 246. 
Manship, John, Member of Court of 
Directors, 116, 123, 129, 169, 176, 
179- . 

Manship, Samuel, dies, 305. 

Mansur Ali Khan, see Safdar Jang. 
Mapictoft, Rev, Robert, Lt of Militia, 
deserts Fort William, 1015, 1020, 
1066, 1077. 

Maple toft, Mrs Sarah, 1037. 

Maratha Ditch, Calcutta, xii-xiii, xxx, 
XXXV, 1047. 

Marathas, The, vii, x, xiv, 192, 198, 
2353 2393 27I3 2733 2993 3443 3673 390, 
1035, iioi ; Bengal trade aflected 
by incursions of, i-vi, xlii, 229, 
274-73 292, 303, 319, 330, 3353 
342-3, 3653 372-33 378-93 3893 
412-3, 421-2, 441, 470, 475, 495, 
514, 518, 523, 547-93 552, 5993 
674, S24-5, 1031; reconcile with 
Alivardi Khan, S85; see also Balaji 
Bajirao ; Bhaskar Pant ; Raghuji 
Bhonsle I; Shahu; Tulaji Angria. 

Marchband Silk, 232, 416, 511, 928, 
X099- 

Margarct (brigantine), 266. 

Margas, Solomon, 100, 102, 965-6. 
10375 1039. 

Marine, 114 ; accounts, 137-8, 614, 
651-2 ; administration, 786, 847. 

Superintendent, 15, 76, 651-2, 

658, 711, 7x83 961; see also 

Cruttenden, E. H.; Lutton, Capt. 
Samuel ; Graham, Capt. David. 
Marine Stores, 260, 589, 672, 913, 
965-6 ; contract with Cruttenden, 
75-6, 711,718; contract with Ranson, 
712 ; sec also Naval Stores. 

Markham, James, ensign, 476, 659; 
Lt, 832. 

Marlborough (ship), 117, 122, 124, 
130-1, 138-95 17O5 1833 199. 

Commander, see Macleod, 

Alexander. 

Marmoodie (ship), 59 1- 
Marottoes, Marrathoes, set Marathas. 
Marque (Mart), Letters of, 120, 169, 
960 ; note on, 1097. 

Marriage, tax on , 90. 

Marriott, Randolph, Member of 
Cossimbazar Council, 1052. 

Martin, William, Commander of the 
Bridgetvater^ xvi ,40. 
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Chinsura, vii^ fortify Chandcr- 
nagorc, xi» xiii, xxx, 67; relations 
with Sirajud-Daulah, xxvii» xxx, 

6i4-5> 1012, 1028, t047, 1055-6, 

1058; trade in Bengal, xxxix, 276, 

352, 402, 600, 688, 729; relations 
with Alivardi, 376, 884-5, P^y 
ntisir to Raiballabh, 873-4, 

EX Coy : rivalry in South India 
with, i ; negotiations for peace with, 

34* 43 ^ 4 > war preparations Again- 
st, xvi, IZ5, 883-4, 1031; hostilities 
with,vii-x, 120 -t, 123, 168-9* 171* 

177, 184-5, iSpi entice away 
Swiss soldiers from, xvii-xvili, 629, 

651; issue of prize-ship, 187-8; 
victory at Madras over, 291; pro- 
pag^da againstp Z046; provisional 
treaty, 1097; help fugitives from 
Fort William, xxxv-xxxvi, 1014, 

1023, 1028, 1030, 1053; to pur- 
chase saltpetre from, xliii; co^ 
operate in action against Alivardi's 
orders re, coinage, xlviii, 22,576,583, 

605; agree to oppose Prussian in- 
terests in India, 34, SOI, 781, 796; 
competition affects trade of, 167, 
419-20, 441, 506, 510-1, 515, 546, 

627, 645, 673* 938-9 ; version of 
causes of capture of Fort William* 

1059- 

See also Chandernagorc; 
Cbssimbazar French . Factory; 

CoiitHn, J.I,; Lcbcaumc, LtMelchoir; 
Pondicherry. 

French, Thomas, writer, 152, 

Fringy, see Farangi, 

Fullerton, William, Surgeon, 424. 
521-2, 559, 610; Alderman, xxiii, 

« 754 - 5 - , . 

Fulta, Fultah, Falta, 

Furruckscer, Farrukhsiyar. 

Futtichand, Fuctichund, Futtlchund- 
seat, see Fateh Chand. 

Futtiporc, see Fatchpiir, 

Futiua, sec Fatwa. 

Fytchc, William, President of Board, 

29, 598, 609, 1094; Member of 
Board, 295* 307. 314. 335. 354*391* 

398, 406, 425 i 439-40* 449 . 454. 

483. 486-7, 489, 496; Import-Warc- 
house-Kceper, 29i.35o;Sforekeeper3 
304, 337 ; Export-Warchousc-Kccpct , 
403* 424* 43^5 Chief of Cossimbazar, 

522, 531, 583; dies, 608, 610. 

Gambling, discouraged among Coy’s 
servants, xviii-xix, 400. 

Ganda (unit of currency in cowries), 

Gangadhar Ray, 721, 

Ganges River, 66. 

Gomj (market), 9 if - 739'‘40* 832, 

861; managed by Board, 149-50, 
831. 879-81; duties, 790, S70, 

939-40* 


Ganjam, Madras, 351. 

— Rc8idcnt,ree Andrews, John. 3 
Gapat Burdur, 104* 

Garha (coarse cloth), xi, 81, 1271, 

I4ii * 91 - 3 . 198-201, 274. 299, 

330. 365 - 7 * 373. 4 * 4 . 425. 474 >- 
50S-7. S14-5. 523. 545-8. 5 S 3 > 

582, 594 - 15 . 598. 602 - 4 . 644 . 659 - 
60, 789, 812, 922-3; high price, 
18-9. 195; from Cossimbazar, 231-6, 
275. 300, , 370, 416-7. 468-70,. 

724-6, 728; 814-5, 8x8, 860, 928; 

note on, 1093. . 

Garlandi Nathaniel, Supercargo, 11. 
Gaut,re^ Ghats. . 

Geers, Richard, toS. 

Gentleman, Capt ^ — , 282, 

Gentoos (Hindus, natives of India),. 
66, X05. 

Gconkhali, Midnaporc Dist., Bengal,. 

296, 539. ixoo. 

George (snow), 258. 

Ghasita Begam, wife of Nawazish 
Muhammad Khan, opposes Sirajud- 
Daulah, xxviii-xxix, xxkii-xxxiii,. 
1027. I04X-6, 1105. 

Gkatiya (inferior), 209. 

Ghats, 787, 806, 977-8. 

Ghetia, sci Vijayadurg. 

Ghulam Husain Khan, author or 
Siyaru'l Miitakhkhirin and officer 
in AUvardi’s service, 240, 376-7,. 

• 935 * X025. 1099- 
Gingcr^ xxxviii. 

Gingham, 547. 596. 735. 825. 920. 
Giria, near Rajmahal. 

Glover, Capt. Atphocisus, of the- 
Warren, 10,38,482,491. 

Goaiocs, see Gala, 

Gobindapur, site of Fort William,! 
61, 830, 1039, T052, 1095; grant 
of Zamndari to Coy, xxiv; construc- 
tion work at*979-8i. 

Gobindaram Mitra, Deputy Zamindar,. 
519, 664, 979; enquiry into conduct 
of, xxiv-xxv, 25-6, 1 5 1-2, 607, 

619. 650-1. 655, d99, 831-2, 

861-2; note on, 1094. 

Godagari (Godagoly, Godah Gurry),. 
Rajshahi Dist., Bengal, 1x04; 
dasturi at, 997-8. 

Goddard, Hoflond, 460; to iteturn 
to England, 29, 96, 664, 769-70, 
869; Alderman, loo-x, 522, 606; 
dies, 878. 

Godehcu, Charles, vii, 34, 121.1095* 
Godfrey, Peter, . Member of Court. * 
of Directors, 66, lio, 115-7, 12 r 

123, 129, 169, 171, 176,179. 
Oodolphin (ship), 13-4. 20, 39, 117-8,. 

124 . 131. 138. 283, 586, 589-92# 
598, 603-4, 6c8, 617, 629. 631-2,- 
635. 637. 640-1, 649, 659. 679^ 
797, 808, 884, X066. 

— -Commander, see Hutchinson, Capt.* 
WiUianu 
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Mary (ship), 15, 49S, 587^ 702- 

Commander, sec Craggs, William. 

Masmd (throne), i. 

Mason, Charles, Commander of the 
Stretham, 54, 

Massey, Ec^und, Chief Mate of the 
Dertharriy 983. 

Master Attendant, 158, 187^ 254, 
259-61, 264, 282, 307, 3i4-5> 318, 
323, 352. 356-7, 359-60, 400, 408, 
410, 432-4, 455-9, 478, 491, 497-8, 
500-1, 536, 538-40, 587, 590-1, 
606-7, 640-1, 712, 714, 783, 796, 
799, 847, 969; rules re. ojSice of, 15, 
672; see also Graham, Capc; David; 
Lutton, Capt. Samuel ; Pinson, 
Capt. John ; Plaistcd, William 
Bartholomew ; Ranson, Capt. 

Jonathan; Wedderbum, Capt. 

Henry. 

Master of Arms, see Irwin, Capt. 
James. 

Mathuralal, Vakil of Cossimbazar 
Factory, 829, 1103, 

Matlabgani, near Dacca, proposal to 
shift Jagdia factory to, 605, 648, 

768. 

Matthews, Ensign William, dies, 425, 

Mauderam, see Madhavram. 

Maulda, Mauldau, see Malda, 

Maungutii see Mangan. 

Mautobray, see Mahtab Rai. 

Mayor’s Court, Bombay, composition 
and jurisdiction, xxii-xxiii. 

Mayor’s Court, Calcutta, 30, 32, 100, 
243, 250, 306, 437, 510, 522, 
963, 1194; jurisdiction, xxii-xxiv, 
648, 791, 956-8; procedure, 101-6, 
162; cases in, 392, 529, 558, 574, 
606, 634, 702, 704, 756, 848, 895, 
909; dispute with Holwell, 700-1, 
965; appointments of Aldermen, 
754-55 deposits in treasury by, 
777; fees, 836. 

Registrar, salary, sx, 832. 

Mayor’s Court, Madras, composition 
and jurisdiction, xxii. 

Mayotta Island, Madagascar, 590, 1103. 

Mcard, Capt. George, of the Deniton, 
10, 798, 800, 802-3, 809, 915, 969, 
983,1004-5,1007; of the Den/am/n, 

, 441,458,461. 

MeckuJkaSy sec Muchalka. 

iHwfcoay (ship), 255. 

Mccr Abgcil , Meet Abseil, see Mir 
Afzal. 

Mcerabeeb, Mccrabib, see Mir 
Habib, 

Mccr Jaffeir, Meer Jaffer, see Jafar 
Ala Khan. 

Merchants, proposal for taxes on, 
279 ; measures to check private 
trade of merchants under Coy’s 
protection, 466; see also Accounts; 
Broker; Dadrti Mcrchams; Free 
Merchants; Investment; Trade. 


Meredith, James, attorney, 392, 529>. 
574- 

Mermaid (sloop), x88, 265, 278, 456, 
^585-8, 799. 

Meters, Metre, see Gobindaram Mitra.. 
Mhir Modun, see Mir Madan. 
Midnapore, Bengal, ii, iv-v, 392,, 

421-2. 

^-^Faujdar, see Rajaram. 

Miet Abderine, see Abdur Rahim, 
Mir. 

IVlierabib, see Mir Habib. 

Mihell (JM^hel), Best, Commander 
of tht Kif^sher, xvi, 40. 
Mihrun-Nisa Begam, see Ghasita 
Begam. 

Miles, Thomas, Asst at Patna, resigns,. 
280. 

Military Paymaster, 802; see dbo 
Harrod, William James; McGwire,. 
William ; O’Hara, Charles 
Vassmer, Francis. 

Military Storekeeper 999 ; sec also 
Blachford, James; Collet, Matthew;. 
Drake, Roger, jun. ; Eyre, Edward. 
Military Stores, xxxvi, 78, 347, 563 ^ 
for Fort St David, 587-8; sale, 
592; shortage during siege of Fort 
William, 1067. 

Militia, xv, 162, 607-8, 619, 1066,. 
1104. 

Mill Mofflek, 681; note on, X103. . 
Mills, Capt. John, survives Black Hole,. 

1022. 

Minas, Khwajah, 240-2, . - , ' 

Mincmn, Capt. George, 327, 402,. 
552, 620, 666, 1075; deserts Fort 
William, xxxv, loio, 1015, 1020, 
1066, 1094; allowances, 154 > 
guards C<^s boats at Dane’s Town, 
3795 C.inC.of Bengal Army, 5335- 
on formation of militia, 607-8; 
recommends promotions, 608, 620;. 
requests for gunpowder contract, 
833; surveys Fort William fortifi- 
cations, 939; capacity and characr 
ter, xo64-5a 1076. 

Mint — 

— — Calcutta, xlix; proposal for es- 
• tablishment, 36, 68, 857, 882-3,. 

886-7. 

—— Dacca, xlviii. 

—-Madras, xlvii. 

^Murshidabad, 22, 272, 544 5- 

Alivardi’s orders re. coinage . at,, 
xlviii, 576, 583. 

— Rajmahal, uvjii. 

Satgaon, xlviii. 

Mint Master, 593. 

Mir Abderin, see Abdur Rahim,. 
Mir. 

Mir Afzal, Coy’s Vakil at Patna, 551, 
655. 

Mir Habib, iii-iv ; skirmish against 
Jafar Ali, r, 344, 378, 421; note on 
xiox. 
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Gold (store-house for grain or salt)* 

323* I 

Golaghar (Gollagorc, Goolagorc, 
Gooligor), Hooghly Dist., Bengal, 
investment at, 81 1, 895, 908, 921, 
924,985; note on, 1103. 

Golam Hosscin Cawn, Goliem Hussein 
Cawn, • Golumhassun Cawn, see 
Ghulam Husain Khan. 

Gold, xxxix, 138, 58S, 592-3 ; exempted 
from dutj', 167, 

Gomastah, sec Gumashtah. 

Goodcrc, John, Supercargo, 55. 
Gooicrc, Robert, to return to England, 

569# 

Gopalpur, cloth from, 402, 493. 
Gopinath Seth (Gopenaut Scat), 299, 

425* 

Goring, Capr. — , 187^ 456. 

Gosainram Shaw (Gosscram Saw), 

. SS4, 887, 935 ' 6 - 

Gostlin, Francis, writer, 4, 8, 27. 

Gatf, see Ghats. 

Gottenburg, Sweden, 721. 

Gough, Charles, Mcmbei of Court 
of Directors, 66, 69-70, 109-10, 
iiS-6, 123, 129, 169, 176, 179. 
Govindaram Metre, Govindram 
Metre, see Gobindaram Mitra. 
Govinporc, see Gobindapur. 
Graham, Capt. David, Master Attend- 
ant, 961, 982. 

Grain, xivi, 552, 629, 635, 641, 736* 
801, 858; scarcity at Calcutta, 87, 
150, 272, 615, 649, 657, 717, 739-40. 
837, 9I7j 9405 increase in price, 
S24; duty on, 879-80. 

Grampus (sloop), 408-9, 459 , 799 - 
Grand Master of the AilUlery, see 
Shaukat Jang. 


Grant, Capt. Ale.vander, 741, 941, 
943; deserts Fort William, xxxv 
1010, 1015, 1020, 1064-6, 1068, 

10S2. 

Grantham (ship), i, 5, lo, 172-3, 
189. 

Commander, see Oliver, John. 

Gravesend, England, 37, 44, 785. 
Gray, George, jun., writer, 65, 93; 
on capture of Calcutta, xxxvi, 1013-7; 
Alderman, loo-i; on Capt. West’s 
estate, 752-3. 

Gray, George, sen.. Surgeon, 610, 

835- 

Great Britain, see England. 

Great Buzar, see Bara Bazar. 

Great Moghal, see Farrukhsiyar. 

Great Nabob, see Alivardi Khan. 
Green, Capt. John, of the Stafford, 
718. 

Grtffin (ship), 117-8, 122, 130, 339, 

360, 949 - , 

Gommandcr, see DethicK, 

Thomas. 


GrifBn, Commodore Thomas, 186 
*89, 254, 256, 288, 299, 306; note 
on, 1100. 

Grubb, William, writer, 4, 8, 27; 
dies in Black Hole, ici6. 

Gujarat, merchants from, 511, 
725, 977 *,, 

Gujarat Silk, 105, 231-2, 300, 369, 
416-7, sto-i, S15, 547, 600-2, 

659, 725, 727, 814, 816-9, 873, 
928-9, 977, 1099. 

Gumashtah (Indian agent or factor, 
clerk for correspondence), xl-idi, 
60, S2-3, 128, 141-2, 197, 203, 

214,224, 234, 248,283,3x6,339. 
371, 467,469,472, 508-9,546,600, 
603, 606, 674-7, 684-8, 691, 704, 
722-3, 743, 763, 78S-9, 797 , 8 * 0 - 3 , 
S19, 821, S32, 893-4, 907-8, 

924-5, 930-1, 978, 1005, 1052, 

1054, 1061. 

Gaudies, see Ganda. 

Gungadarry, see Gangadhar Ray. 

Guttge, see Gan/. 

Gunjam, see Ganjam. 

Gunner, 245, 261, 347; post abolished, 
xiv, 331; salary of his staft 114, 
347: see also Irwin, Capt. James: 
Rcade, Capt. E.F. 

Gunny, 330, 338, 409, 617. 

Gunpowder, ix, xHi, 7 , 148, 643, 833; 
for Fort St George, 21, 654-5, 
752; for Vizagapatam, 263; for 
Fort St David, 538-9; for Coro- 
mandel Coast, 586; contract with 
Capt. Withcrington, 77, 149, 

381, 529,665, 702, 998-9; at Cossim- 
bazar, 1009-10; shortage at Fort 
William, 1067. 

Guns, 283, 345, 348, 399, 721; from 
Monghyr, xlvi. 

Gnrrah, sec Gotha. 

Gusar (ferry), 978. 

Guzarat, Guzzeratt, see Gujarat 
Silk, 

Guzarhan (officer appointed to collect 
toUs on high roads and at ferries), 
978. 

Gyria, see Vijayadurg. 

yiaiasses (cloth dyed ih a sort of 
magenta colour), 755 , 776 - 

Hague, Capt. , of the St. George, 

1021. 

Haingyyi Island, in Bassein river, 
Burma, 720, 783, 802, 809, 852, 968, 
982, 1004-s; administrative cooitroi 
of Madras Govt over, 74; stores 
for, 70X, 7x2, 766, 798, Soo, 9x5. 
1043; note on, 1095. 

Haji Ahmad (Hadjee Ahmet, Haji 
Hamet), elder brother of Alivardi 
Khan, 210-1, 216-7, 247:in]prisuaed, 
278; killed, Ti, 303; note on, 1099 
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-Mir Jafar Khan., see Jafar Ali Khan, 

. AHr Madan, 1089, 

Mir Qasim, see QasiiP Ali Khan* 
Mircha (Mirchaiganj ?), near Patna^ 
sop, 238, 1098. 

Mirza, Khxrajah, 329, 704- 
Mitza Saleh, Deputy Governor of 
Orissa, 145, 1097, 

Alisenor, John, Supercargo in China, 

J 1 - 2 , 55 . 

Misenor. Capt . Robert, of the Wanvick, 
dies, 388. 

Mocha, Yemen, 167.% 1S9, 502, 540, 

671, 

Aiogul, Mogull.rci' Mughals. 

Mogtil Emperor, see Ahmad Shah. 
Mohammad Dcloll, sec Muhammad 
Dallal. 

Mohan Biswas, merchant, 237*8, 
Mohan Prasad, imprisoned, 700-1. 
Mohan Singh Rawiil (Moansing), 
ruler of Bijagad,378, iior. 

Mohurs, 592-3- 

Alonghyr, Bihar, 278; guns manu- 
factured at, xlvi. 

Monick Durr, see Manik Datta. 
Monickchund, see Manikehand. 

Monorc Roy, see Manohar Roy. 

Monro, James, Chief Mate of the 
Afisorjy 859. 

Monsooram (Alansaram ?), 298. 
Afontcurra, sec Mankarah. 

Menrford (ship)^ i, 73 s 77 > I 37 s 183^ 
23S, 283, 668-9 s 693-4> 701-2, 7 i 3 s 
71S-20, 74 i> 780, 783 s 785s 787, 799 s 
802, 804-5, 852, S61, 8SS, 890-1, 
906, 017. ^ 

Captain, sec Vincent, Capt. Fre- 

deridk. 

Moor, David, pilot, 408, 538. 
Aloorachah, on the Cossimbazar- 
Boalio Road, 1 104 1 dasturi at, 

977 - 8 . 

Moore, Capt. Thomas, of the Re- 
eovery^ murdered, 959. 

Aioors (Muslim rulers and people of 
Bengal), 92, I 05 s 976 , 1010, 1014, 
1016, 1019; Mayor*s Courtis 
Jurisdiction over, xxii. 
Moorshadarad, see Murshida- 
bad. 

Moortally, Moostally, new attrattg 

at, xl, 789s 923- 

Morattas, Morattoes, Morrattoes, see 
Marathas. 

Morris, Francis, pilot of the Prince 
George j 10x6. 

Morrj', ]^chard. Chief Mate of the 
Scarhorough^ 530. 

J^ortars, see Guns. 

Mosman, AlaJ. James, 327, 332, 3975 
Major of Fort William and Member 
of Board, xvv, 347, 4355 dies, xi, 
348-50, 523. . 


Alotijhil (Mootcc Giel), Jake and palace 
at Murshidabad, Bengal, 1041, 
1045, 

Mowtabray, sec Mahtab Rai. 
Mozambique, E. Africa, 167. 
Aluccomsing, see Mukham Singh., 
Mnchalha (written agreement), 319, 
346, 519^ 736, 787 > 973 s 1033, 1050, 
1053, 1057. 

Alucktaporc (Muktapur?), 5 ^ 9 * 
Muga Dhoti (variety of silk cloth), 
xxxix. 

Muggs, Mugs, see Maghs. ^ 

Muglial Emperor, see Alimad bnan, 
Alamgir II; Muhammad Shah. 
Aiugbal Goveriunent, 585, 8S7, 

question of jurisdiction over subjects 
of, xxii, 648, 1033, I 053 s 1057 9 
refuses permission to Coy to set 
up mint, xlviii. 

Mughals, The, 316, 320, '.xoi. 
Muhammad Azizud-Daulah, see Alam- 
gir 11. 

Aluhammad Dallal, 422. 

Aluhanunad Shah, Mughal Emperor, 
304, iioi. . . 

Muhammad Yarbhai Khan, 242, 
Midiammadans, question of junsaic- 
tion over, 959 - , ^ r * 

Muir, Granger, ensign, 476, 7323 
832. 

Alukham Singh, Omichand Dipchand s 
gumashtahy 209, 214, 248-9, 

Alullub Gunge, Multubgungc, see 
Madabganj. 

Mtihmlsy see MahnaL n • ^ 

Mumford, Capt. John, of the Prince 

Henryy 172. 

Mungeer, see Monghyr. 

Alunsoor Ali Mullick, sec Safdar 
Tanc 

Muradiid-Daulah (Murradel Dowlat), 
Ghasita Begam favours succession 
of, 1027, 1105. ^ „ 

Alurray, Alexander, Agent VictuaJer 
to H,M.’s Squadron, ix, 30?- ^ _ 

Murshid Quli Jafar Khan, Nawab of 
Bengal, xxix-xxx, 1054, iioi. 

Murshidabad, xiii, 23, 240-1, 275-6, 
278, 3135 3 i 7 » 320, 345 » 4383 475 ^ 
518, 548, 606, 686, 704, 726, 728, 
874, 892, 906, 978a 988, 1009-10, 
1017, 1027, 1040, 1054, 1094, 

1099, 1105; Maratha incursioris into, 
ii-iii, 412, 421; silk production at, 
xlii, 1099; mint at, ^dviii, 22, 272, 

— Rupee, Murshidabad 
Sikka, 

Musk, from Tibet, xxxix. 

Muslin, xlv, 402, 600, 1096; duly on, 
xU; sec bIso Maltna!^ 

Aiussulmen, see Muhammadans. 
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Mustafa Khan^ Afghan General of 
Mvard!> killed^ iii, vi« 

Mutclttilca, AfMfc/«fWcfl, see Mi(- 
cltalka. 

Mutlubgunge, see Mntlabganj. 


Nadia, Bengal, 275, 292-3, 727; note 
on, zo^. 

Nagpur, iit-iv. 

Naitisook (fine cotton fabric), 79, 
81, 128, 3iiy 319, 4935 7765 993-4- 

Nanfan, John, Contmandcr of the 
Glititofty 117, 

Nannur (Nannour), Birbhum Dist., 
Bengal, new aurang at, xl, 7S95 

923* 

Narayan Biswas (Narran Biswas), 

724-5- 

Narayan Das (Narran Singh), broilier 
of Rajaram, demands Rajballabh's 
family, xxxii-xxxiv, 1008, X045-6, 
1060* 

Narottam Biswas, 664. 

Narsingh, Coy*s Vakil at Patna, 

2X0* 

Narsingh, dallaly 822. 

Nasmith, Ensign , dies, 281. 

Natal (Nattal), Sumatra, ban on 

opium trade with, 801. 

Naval Stores, auction, 592; con- 

tract for supply, 913, 965-6. 

Navy, see His Majesty's Squad- 

ron. 

Nawardias (weavers who wind cloths 
upon rollers), 4x8; note on, 1102. 

Nawazish Muhammad Khan, Nawab 
of Dacw, 343* 5193 737> 73?3 1054, 
1105; facilitates Coy’s trade, 936, 
987;dies, 1027, X042; note on, xioi. 

— —Wife of, see Ghasita Bcgam. 

Nayanchand, 367-8, 524, 619. 

Nazar Ali Khan (Nazzur Aly Cawn), 
104X ; banished from Bengal, 
1042. 

Nazarpore, dasturi at, 978. 

Nazr (ceremonial present), 737, 

.r739. 

Neeps, sec Tip, 

Negapatam, Tanjorc Dist., Madras, 
306. 

Negrais, see Hainggyi Island. 

Negus, John, 490; Sub-Secretary, 
438; dies, 608, 610. 

Neptune (snow), 912. 

Newages Mahmud Khan, Newaris 
Mahomet Cawn, see Nawazish 
Muhammad Khan. 

New Castle (ship), 35S. 

Newman, John, pension to widow 
oft 530. 

Newnham, Nathaniel, jun,. Member 
of Court of Directors, 46, 66, no, 
X15-6, 121, 123, X29, 176, 179. 
Nianchand, ree Nayanchand. 


Ntllae (kind of blue cloth), 317^ 
547* 59fi* H25- 

Nilu Pandit (Nilla Pundit), engage- 
ment against AHvardt, 343. 

Ningpo, port in China, rt7-8, 172, 
904; Coy's trade with» 54. 

Nixon, William, 606. 

Nonoor, see Nannur. 

Norfolk (ship), 1, 5-6, 10-3, 16, 21,. 
37, 44, 46, 52, X2I, 172, 177, 44*-^* 
450. 454-5t 462, 477. 484- 486. 
67Z, 780, 872, 875-6, 888. 944-5,. 
966, 

•—Commander, xcr Hancock, Capt* 
Nathaniel; Bonham. Capt. Pin- 


son. 

Northbury, John, 539. 

Northern Settlements, 30S. 

Norshesk (ship), 265, 273. 

Norton, Capt.— -« of the Wake, 288. 
Nonvay, Capt. Neville; of the Hri* 
taunia^ 10, 805, 858. 9^4* 
Novemberband Rice, 550. 
Novemberband Silk, 231-2. 300-Xr- 

369* 402. 4x6-7, 469, 5X0:X» 5X3w 
547, 600-2, 644; from Cossimbazar,. 
724-5, 728, 767. 8x4-5. Si7-8» 

S73. 927-9. 985-6; note on. 1099. 
Nowarris Mohmud Cawn. Nunadges. 
Mohmud Cccwnc, see Nawazisa 
Muliammad Khan. 

Nuddea, Nuddear. rec Nadia. 
NnrdeaSt see Nawardias* 

Nuzzirt see JVlaer. 

Nyansookf sec Nainsook, 


^ecideut (sloop), 184. 

Ockoon (AlAund ?), 

O’Hara, Charles, engineer cmplojf'Ca 
as covenanted servant, 65; super- 
vises work at Perrin’s Pointf. 

xii, 896-7. 909. 939J 
741, 942; Sub-Secretary and Miliwty 
Paymaster, 790; deserts Fort Wh-* 
Itam. XOX5, 1020. 

Oil, xlvi. 595 ; duty on, 550; , 

Ojha (title of hcadpriest of Vaidyanath 
temple at Deoghar; Brahmin sootn-' 
saver), 828. 

Okes, ^vard, writer. 152. 

Oliver, John, Commander of tnc- 
Grantham, 10,172. ^ 

Oliver, see also Finley, Oliver ana 
Wood. , 

Olmorra, Olmorrah, Olmurrah,, 
Omorra, see Almora.* 

Omeydray, see Umed Rai. 

Omichand (Omychund), xxv, xxxv,- 
269, 607, 704, 1002, X032, XO^T?^ 
1093; role in Krishna Das affair,, 
xicdi-xxxui, 1045; contract for 
saltpetre, xlii, 7S,. 351, 393» 435>. 
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(taps* lovUh, of the 5r<’r- 
n>:fp 117; of the IFticcr, 530* 542-3» 
S5-* 62- 

irr Hyni!?)i3n* 

Thv-^m.v, 

Hit S;vjaiUt> v* is. ^Zf ^76. 

iX:; Oi2n'*i int:rvjctii>:n rc.» 
x\'i-rv‘ii. •?>?; 'loro 756. 7.63; 
h,nj*c*» r»J oliiccr*. 2X0; iccruii- 
ir.cn:* 3^:. 

Kt \ViHia?n. of r»'y,i| anillcry. 
n'ii, jr. 

H H-'*' ■ r: /ri* Hf^js IluMin. 

Ho’^ " nJ* - . C.r.pt. Vs’iHiani z ! *; rc^^itenv, 
•*•#**«» ^ • 

UjU.-;;* (lirT.— — , of I?!C Priu^c 
^7rr5^i^ 7n . 

'cc /.V’ i'/ 

//.\V (IlsnJi* ft'*iva1 cflMnatcJ n :hc 
( »r /’*. i! rr: - f » 

Tl 'lla :i!r :7*. 

HoHaivl. Csp:. Jo!in. 7^1. 35-; 


On' 

ji.-.nJmr 

oJ I'.’f' Wjlli.im. 

*Meu 

I*-** 

iL'.ird :3*,-5. 4V>-40. 

4:*3. 

• C » • '•*, 

*4 ^ ' *-,* 

'“T. 4-9- s;i-2; 


r. 

•rr^y^ <:t; c in <: 

ot Uz 

.V ” 

-^2*.; d:r-w 


« V.p:. 1 

>1 4 '-'- 

.it. 

A!cx:.nd 

:r, 

%Vi ri: 

1 . John 

Zep!i:ini.th. xlv. 

h-r-j. 

y-sjK o*' 

k>:*6. j icn; 

xX% <- 

■dvMtM 1 

*»r::bcn:L>:u. xiu-xiv. 

fo:o- 

! ; .Mr' 

;;hrr of SupcrviMnn 


XX, S 5 ; on cnitc< of 
cn^nty v/j:]j Coy* 
xtv:!i. XXXI, toit-oe; on Krishna 
l)a% 7tr,ni* xxxu-xxxui, 

Jtirin;: a!ta2j; on FoVi 
William* XX:; V, iosc»^. loi^-x. 1076; 
on Ic!*.*; of l'*>j! William, xxwi. 
ior7.24, iof>2-yy ; aecoum of Hinck 
Ho!e,xx>r.nUr:xxviii, !02a-3 ; Mem- 
ber of Boarit. 155* fii6* fiaS, 6^4. 
f»V). 65 St 7 J<« "Q*^- 761. 77 {>* 7 ^*- 
79K.S5>2,S5r.K7r.KxSr.oD3*9Ti-2. 
9r>5,9r>S* 97 i>I- 999» surgeon. 

; r;;Mgn<;. 424! on resettling 
l*atna Factory* 6fo; on investment, 
6S4-6, 6S9-0D; imprisoned by 
StniiiiJ-Daulah, roto, 1017, ioSS*q; 
answers charges by Manningham 
and Fnmkland, to36.40> 10S4-6; 

ilMieahh* 1041; on defence of 
Cossimbazar Factor>'. 1051-2; note 
on, 1094. 

Zamindar: 609,700-1,742,796; clash 
with Mayor’s Court re, jurisdiction, 
xxiit-xxiv, 956-8, 963, 965; cliargcs 
against Gobindaram Aliini, xxiv-xxr, 
23-6, 607, 619, 650-X , 655, 699,831-?^ 
86x-'2j his ser\'iccs appreciated, 37, 89, 
95»^97> purchases Land for weavers at 
Calcutta, 69, 762-5* 830* S58; 

revenue statements, 90-1, 69 j, 

738-9, 83 870, 896 ; on scarcity 


of food grains in Calcutta, 66 j, 736, 
740; on duties otf:anj\ 878-80,939-40. 

Hooghly (Houghly), Bengal, xxrji, 

xmit. 230*249* 273* 277* 378,389, 
436, .16K, 577, 6x4, 704* 885, 1014, 
1025. tozS, t040 ; plundered by 
Marathas,!!; Ostend Factory at, 35, 
86. 609; purchase of saltpetre at, 43.5, 
509,073; Jjcaf 5a/;r’bank at, 47X; 
purchase of gunpowder at. 654. 

•-~.Duidi Director and Council, 
xxxiv. 806, 1093; demands re. 
Or-tend !'acior>‘, 86, 699 ; saltpetre 
c^mtract with’ Coy, 206-3S, 290, 
^01-2 ; to asrist Coy against the 
I'rcnch. 506 ; ^ help Coy during 
trouble^ with SirajuJ-DauIah, loir, 
1 02^5 : l]i>doin. Adrian; 

D’Arnr* :d,— . 

RrtjiL2r, 240 , 422. 6 1 4 . 075; 

prir en:? t.', 145, 861 ; note on, 2009, 

II‘>oghsy R v;r. xi. 1104 ; surveyed 
45 S. \jSc, 

ILv'V- Hookumbeg, see Hakim 
Bet!. 

?cc Iloli. 

II ' Vv'* George. Sub-Secrciar}% dies, 
24f- 

ILr.t'. Mann. Supercargo, ii. 

ii-v.-ita , Calcutta, 651; Members 
ol Bvard to visit by turn. 6ro. 

Ho*.' IT C.*^'Jey Cawn, see Husain 
Quli Kiinn, 

ll'iigh* Capr. Samuel, Alcmbcr of 
Select Committee a: Bombay, J47. 

//.»f7c^;ro« (ship), 54-6, X 18. 183, ZS5-7, 
ZS0-9O' 231, 246, 261-3, 265-6, 
27". 2S2. 290* 296, 322, 9SX. 

Comm md-rr. Walpole. Richard; 

Worth. Clnpt. Isaac. 

How N. Capt. John* 74 K 

H nviii. Samuel, writer, 4, 8. 27. 

Hu :v.b-g, Huduimbcg, Hukembeg, 

I hikumbeg, see Hakim Beg. 

Huditally Oium, w Hidayat /Vli Khan. 

Hughlev. Huphly,xre Hopghly. 

Hull, John, Supercargo in China. liS. 

Hume • Alexander, Supercargo in China, 
XX* 55; Commander of the Fox, 
172. 

Hume* Lt John, 33. 

Hume, William* dies, 551. 

Hutnhutn . see Hcnimaw, 

Hunt* Major , pension to hsi 

widow, 349* 529. 

Hunter* David, at Haingj'yi Island 1 
701,712, 720. 

Hurri^Ib Hurricall, see Harial. 

Hurruckchund, see Harakii Chand. 

Hurry paul* sre Haripal. 

Husain Quif Khan, dcpulj' to 
Nawazish Muhammad Khan ar 
Dacca, ^48* 1054* xxoa, jic|; 

• murdered, X097. 
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466, 509-10, 524, 53X, 643-4* 670-1, 
^74-S, 724, 758, 925; supplies 
ether goods, l93-4» 299» 352> 

415 > 544 . 577. 596* 766, 8935 settle- 
ment of accounts, 274, 298, 309. 
3<53, 367-8. 436, 467. 483. 504. 

619, 642; instigates Sirajud- 
Daulah against Coy, 1060-1; note 
on, 1095, 

Omichand Dipchand, saltpetre contract 
xeith, 209-28, 247-9, 301. 

Otislm (ship), r, 5, ro-i, 16, 172. 
— Commander, see Hindc, Thomas, 
Opium, xxxvni, xivi, 330-1, 801. 
Ordnance, Board of. see Board of 
Ordnance. 

OrhnaKhasa (woman’s mantle made 
of khasa muslin covering head and 
upper half of body), 79, 128, 364, 
^ 597, 873, 1095. 

Orissa, Alarathas in, ii-iv, iioi. 
—Deputy Governor, see Mirza 
Saleh. 

Ormc, Robert, 552; Member of Fort 
St George (Council, 38, 147; 
Sub-Accountant, 245; ill, 393. 423 - 4 * 
522; resigns, 610; note on, 1095. 
Ormuz, Persia, 1093. 

Orr, Willcs, writer, 4, 8. 27; deserts 
Fort William, 1015. 

Ostend Company, xxxix, 35, 86, 

699. 

Olteram, see Atmaram. 

Oudh, Subahdar of, see Safdar Jang. 
Omehna Bramin, see Qjha. 

Oxford (ship), 13, 29, 39-40, 44 - 5 . 
53. 77. 98. I 18, 124, X31-2, 135* 
3 S3, 188-9, 197, 201, 205, 223, 
^35. 239, 257, 262-4, 289, 591, 615, 
617, 636, 643. 661, 664-5, 668, 678, 
699* 707, 730-1, 728, 733, 791, 
819; mutiny aboard, 641. 

Commander, see Stevens, Capt . 

Tliomas, 

Oyer and Terminer, Courts of, sec 
Courts of Oyer and Terminer. 
Czzodram, see Ayodhyaram. 


ACAtui, ICC Piccard. 

Pachotra (custom or toll), 975-8. 

Pachotra Darogka (custom inspector), 
9S7, 1033; see also Hakim Beg. 

Page, Edward, writer, 4, 8, 27; 
dies in Black Hole, 1016. 

Page, Stephen, writer, 4, 8, 27; dies 
in Black Hole, 1016. 

Pagoda, 1S6, 754; note on, 1098. 

Path (courier), 686, 1070. 

Paikar (wholesale dealer), 419, 645, 
723. 729-31. 820, 1045. 

Paikari (commission paid to wholesale 
dealer), 690. 


Palanquin, 439; restrictions on use by 
writers, 29, 156, 356, 835, 
Palmer, Henry, Supercargo, 55. 
Palm^Tas Point, headland in Cuttack. 
Dist., Orissa, vii, 1755 note on, 
1097. 

Pan (unit of currency), $51. 

Pandarak (Panarack), village 40 miles- 
from Patna, 226; note on, 1099. 
of boat), 279. 

Pargaua (tract of country comprising. 

a number of villages), 768, 936. 

Paris, 34. 

Parker, Capt.,—: — of the Lively^ 296,. 
306. 

Parker, Capt. Thomas, of the Princess 
Angmia, 10, 412. 

Parker, William, 1075. 

Parks, Samuel, Sub-Accountant, dies,. 
245. 

Parliament, on war with France, 
125; Act banning use of oriental 
silks in Great Britain, xii; for 
punishing mutiny and desertion,. 
47-51J 539 7995 re- Court of Requests 
103, 754 * . . 

Parmanand, dallal to William Bailhc,. 
604, 1103. 

Parrin’s Point, see Perrin’s Point. 
Parivana (order, grant or letter under 
royal seal, license or pass), 87,, 
218, 240, 242, 316, 366, 37I9* 

377-8, 548. 648, 736-7. 739 . 768,. 
884, 887,895, 909, 935-6, 964. 973 - 8 ,. 
987-8, 1008, 1031, 1045-7, 1055-6, 
1063. 

Patbans, 278, 303, 378; see also 
Afghans. 

Patna, ii, 66, 238, 274, 305, 365, 412, 
435, 508-9, 546, 582, 618, 649* 766,. 
847. 869, 893. 920, 1008, 1095}, 

1104, Afghan insurgents at, vi,. 
27S, 301, 304; centre of saltpetre 
production, xlii, 

Stihah of, see Zainud-Din Ahmad 

Khan. 

Patna Factory, re-establishment of, 
24. 88, 551. 655, 660-1, 936,- 

990-1, 1006; Supervisors at, 247-8, 
280; proposed withdrawal, 249,. 
290, 301-2; accounts, 250; invest- 
ment, 273. 

Chief, see Jackson, John ; BarweH„ 

Richard. 

Chief and Council, 156; purchase- 

saltpetre, 205-28; to sell copper 
and woollen goods, 271, 298. 

^Vakil, see Mir Afzal; Narsingh. 

Patta (deed of lease), 331. 

Pattamar (sort of swift sailing vessel;, 
foot-runner), 6, 461, 668, 858,. 

983, 1017- 

Pattaih Pnttam (advance of money- 
for manufacturing any article; also 
goods manufactured to order), 107 
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Hutchinson, C*pt. Norton, of the 
Camtarven, 117 ; of the SaallotS) 
296-7, 307. 

Hutchinson, Capt. William, of the 
Godolphin, 14, I17, 589-91, 617, 

629, 640-1. 

Huzzeramull,see Hazari Mai. 

H)-dcrabad, xxx. 

Hyndman, Capt.——, 847. 

Hyndman, Thomas, Asst at Dacca, 
552 ; Member of Dacca Council, 
694, 821, 1030. 


ijaradar (renter of village or estate at 
stipulated rate), 978. 

Ilambazar, village on the Ajoy river, 
Birbhum Dist., Bengal, auratig at, 
xl, 789, 923, 985- 

Ikhester (ship), x, 5, 9-1 1, 16, 172-3, 
780, 782, 784, 789, 8x8, 821, 823. 
—Commander, see Tedd, John. 

Imhost Cloth (kind of woollen cloth), 
411, 54t, 543. 

Impey. Michael, Member of Court of 
Directors, 4, 8, 35-6, 70, 109, 1x5, 

176, 179. 

Import Warehouse, inquiry into de- 
ficiencies of, 238-9, 266-9, 297, 392. 
Import-Warchouse-Keeper, 17-8, 
X12, 137, 238, 256, 267, 270, 

277, 340, 464-5, 542, 720-1, 753, 
787, 806-10, 891-2, 9x6; see also 
Fytche, William; Bellamy, Hum- 
fireys; Brooke, Wadham; Crut- 
tenden, E.H,; Pearkes, Paul Ri- 
chard; Frankland, William; Bccher, 
Richard; Cook, Thomas. 

Imports, duty on, 65, 151, 167-8; 
see also Customs and Excise; 
Trade. 

Indians, not to be employed as 
writers, xxi, 27; excluded from 
Mayor’s Court’s )urisdiction, 
xxiii, 105-6, 796, 1094; invest- 

ment contracts with, 689. 

Indigo, high price of, 917, 920-1. 
Ingelle, see Hijili. 

Inglis, William, Surgeon, 777-8, 
940. 

Injaram (Ingeram), Godavari Dist., 
Madras, 190, 263, 282, 351,1098. 


———Resident at, see Saunders, 
Thomas. 

Innombmr, see Ilambazar. 

Investment, 3, 8, 12-3, 18-22, 78, 
81,120, 125-7, 143-4, 174, 273-6, 
295, 298-9, 340-1, 352, 401-2, 

492-4, 531, 544, 560-1, 570-x, 

577, 582-3, 668-71, 696, 735-6, 
776-7, 8X0-4, 893,908-9, 917-25, 
964, 9S4-6; Coy’s servants suspected 
of underhand dealings in, xix-xx, 
84-5, 69a, 971 ; junior senranti 


to acquire knowledge of, xxi’ 
xxii, 95; new method of, xl-:di’ 
60-x, 82-3, 128, 141-2, 679-90’ 
743, 780-1, 788-9, 837, 893-5, 

907, 926; at Dacca, 21, 79-80, 
129, 202-5, 319, 371, 418-9, 471-2, 
515-6, 603, 645-6, 660, 728-34, 
S19-21, 932; at Jagdia and Laksh- 
mipur, 21, 199.20X, 516-7, 548-9, 
604-5, 646-7, 821-4, 932-4J Su- 

pervising Committee for, 85-6; 
at Calcutta, 190-8, 363-8, 412-5, 
435-7, 466-7, 504-10, 545-6, 594- 
600, 6x8, 642-7, 658, 670, 691, 
722-4, 762-3 ; at Balasore and 
Balaramgarhi, 229-30, 372-3, 475, 
517, 735-6, 824-6; at Cossim- 
bazar, 231-8, 300-1, 369-70, 415-7, 
468-70, 5x0-5, 534, 547-8, 601-3, 
644, 659-61, 724-8, 8x4-9, 860, 
873, 927-32; President’s per- 
quisites ^ccted by new method, 

796-7. 

Ireland, 171. 

Iron, xliii, 7, 12, 17, 38, 56, 76, 166, 
186, 272, 357, 407, 755, 980; 

Gottenburgh and Russian varie- 
ties, 31, 502, 721; sale, 239-40, 
309, 503, 542, 641, 807, 9831 for 
Vizagapatam, 263. 

Irwin, JamcsjXS, 439-40, 587; junior 
merchant, 350; applies for Sub- 
Accountant’s post, 424; attempts 
to salvage the Lynn, 433*4, 4595 

dies, 608. 

Irwin, Capt, James, Gunner and 
Master of Arms, 245, 

Itlaq (fees paid by suitors on^ deci- 
sion of their cases), xxiii, 90, 
796. 

Ives, Edward, on French war 
preparations, xvi. 

Ivory, xxxix, 272-3. 

Izardar, see Ijaradar. 


Jackson, George, Commander of the 
Esses., 10. 

Jackson, John, 250, 266, 281-2; 

Member of Board, 193-6; Chief of 
Patna, 209, 212, 2x9-20, 223, 

2445 dies, 294, 304. 

Jacobs, Capt. , payment to his 

family, 3S2. 

Jacobs, Nathaniel, covenanted ser- 
vant, 256, 432; Sub-Secretary, 
423; dies, 438. 

Jacobs, Capt. Nathaniel, 245; dismi- 
ssed, 327. . 

Jafar AliKhan, in, 392; skirmish 
with Mir Habib, v, 421-2; grants 
saltpetre monopoly in Bihar 
to Clive, xliii; declines Governor- 
ship of Cuttack, 344;. . , 

jaffeir Cawn, see Murshid Qul, 
Jafar Khan. 
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202, 204, 237, 303, 406, 410, 419-20, 
469, 47ij 5 ii- 3 > 515. 525* 68?) 
72 S» 727 » 729 > 767s 811-2, 814, 
' 816-7, 819-21, 873, 875 > 893> 919- 
21, 923 ) 927 - 3 i» 977 > 985-6) 1005. 

Fattans^ 56 tf Fathans. 

Fattlc, George, ' Member of Board, 
305 > 3079 314. 322, 327? 3355 Re- 
gistrar of Dastahs^ 437; dies, 551-2. 

JPaync, John, Member of Court of 
Directors, 66, 69-70, 109-10, 115-6, 
121, 123, 129, 169, 176, 1795 ot* 
Secret Committee of Court of Di- 
rectors, 1 17, 1 71, 

i’earkes, Paul ^chard, xxaui, 204, 305, 
315, 493, 808, 9905 Member of 
Board, 155, 531, 562, 569 > 575-69 
5S5, 694, 779, 781, 79s, 850-2, 
857, 871, SSi, 903, 9it-2, 965, 
968, 970, 999, 1007, 1036; Member 
of Dacca Council, 200, 203, 609; 
question of his seniority, 305 5 
Registrar of DastakSi 552; inquires 
into Ramsaniosh case, 559, 561, 
56S, 574; Bakhshiy 769, 8485 Import- 
Warchousc-Kcepcr, 897, 91 cj 

Member of Committee - of Super- 
visors, 939, 964 j Accountant, 964; 
allowances, 999; participates in de- 
fence of Fort William, 1010, 10x5, 
1020-1, 1076. 

Pearl (man-of-war), 1S7. 

Pearls, xxxix, 12, 655. 

Pcarse, John, Commander of the 
Edgecote^ 54. 

-Pearson, Capt.-Lt William, 477, 5339 

551. 

Pedmiyterah^ see Pachoira. 

Peck, William, Commander of the 
Prince oj Wales^ 

Packard, , Surgeon, 379. 

Pegu, Burma, timber from, 75. 

Peislcy, Richard, Supercargo, 55, 

xiS. 


Pelham (ship), 107, 326, 32S, 336, 
338,981- 

Commander, see Lindsay, Capt. 

George. 

Peniascoe (stuff made of pine-apple 
fibre), 735-6, 825. 

-Pensions, policy re. grant of, 1605 
to invalids of Bengal Army, 34S; 
to widows of Coy*s servants. 529-30. 

Pepper, xxxviii, xliii, 500, 670, 852-3, 
914; from west coast of Sumatra, 
74> 1199 126, 132, 628-9, 707, 715, 
800-2, 848, 850, 910-1 X from Mala- 
bar, 125, 131, 358, 859, 890, 9I3-4- 

Percival, William, Member of Select 
Committee at Fort St George, 

*• 147- 


.Pergtinnah^ see Pargatta^ 
JPennamed, see Parmanand. 


Perper, Ferpetuana (a durable fabric 
of wool), 362, 41 1, 463-4» 503-4> 
541, 627, 720, 8to. 

Pcrrcnca, Penenna, see Purnca. 

Perrin^a Bridge, 1032, 1095. 

Perrin's Gardens, 1095; purchased by 
Coy, 143. 

Perrin's Point, on the Hooghly river, 
north of Calcutta, 61, xox6; con- 
struction work at, 790, 897, 9395 
note on, 1095. 

Perrin's Redoubt, xii; completed, 
xiii, 972, 1095; engagement between 
Coy and Siraiud-Daulah at, xxxr, 
1034; see also Baghbaaar. 

Persia, 9, 779; ban on use of silk from, 
xli; cloth for, 59» IX9» *745 ships 
boimd for, 117, 172-3; ban on pur- 
chase of ship from, 64S. 

Persian Gulf, 903; Bengars trade 
with, xxxviii. 

Persian Language, 5S5, 694, 1025; 
sources of history of Ben^ja! in, 
x.Kviii, x.xxviii. 

PenpannOy Pcrzvawtahy see Parzi*ana. 

Phermaundy PhirmanivL see Far/nan. 

Phipps, Edward, Supercargo in China, 

1x8. 

Phipps, Thomas, Member of Court of 
Directors, S, 35-6, 39, 46, 70, to9-io, 
1159 *23, 169. 

Photae (kind of ccilourcd clotlt), Si, 
546, 594 “ 5 i 755 ^ 776. 

Phousdary Phozvsdary see Fanjdar. 

Phtil Sugar (fine sugar), 7x4, 853. 

Picaty Piccary Pikar, see Paikar, 

Picarry\ see PaikarL 

Piccard, John Fxancis, participates, in 
defence of Fort Williamj xox5, 
1019,1068; dies in Black Hole, 
1017. 

Pigot, George, Governor of Madras, 
xxxiv, S90, 904, 9*4i XO13, X05S; 
Member of Fort St David Council, 
489. 

Pigou, Frederick, Supercargo, 55, 
118. 

Pikcy sec Paik, 

Pilots, misconduct during Angb- 
French war, 175. 

Pinatz,— , pilot, 290. 

Piniascoesy see Peniascoe, 

Pinson, Capt. John, 456 ; iMastcr 
Attendant, 558, 588-9; dies, 15, 
627. 

Plaisted, William Bartholomew, in- 
charge of Calcutta fortifications, 
xii, 380, 896.7, 909, 939, 1099; 
Master Attendant, z, is, 916; 
dispute with McGwire, 24-s, 848-9 ; 
Engineer, 242*3, 608; suspended, 
961-2. 

Plant, Henry, Member of Court of 
Directors, 4, 8, 35-6, 39, 46, 116, 
121, 123, 129, 169, 176, 179. 
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Jagannath, temple at Puri, Orissa, 
xxix, 1043-4. 

Jagannath Singh Omichand*s jam«- 
dar^ 1060-1. 

Jfagat Seths ftitlc conferred by Mu- 
ghal Emperor on Fateh Chand, 
Mar\\'ari banker of Murshidabad, 
and his successors), 197, 270, 

276, 298, 1002; role in settling 
Coy's dispute with Armenians, xxvi, 
34I3 3455 374* 376-8; financial 
transactions, xlvii, 203-4,231-7, 272, 
297, 300, 339-4O5 37I5 468-95 5 i 5 » 
544, 602-3, 644; powers re, coin- 
age and currency, xlviii, 390, 
576, 605, 886; trade activities, 
190-1, 194-5, 29S; note on, 1098. 

.J^gdia, Noakhali Dist., Bengal, 
cloth from, 81, 515, 776, 964; note 
on, 1093. 


Naibs see Agha Baqar, 

Jagdia Factory, 203, 303; staff, 
XX, 86, 348, 74I5 832; investment, 
2X, 128, 199-202, 34I> 392, 473-45 
516-75 548-95 646-7, 660, 821-4, 
861, S70, 932-4; shifted to Lak- 
shmipur, 23, 87, 144-55 604-5, 

648, 7375 827, 935; complaints 
of dallals at, 84, 161, 603-4, 768-9, 
790-1, 833-4; accounts, 282, 318, 
397, 419-235 5255 834; stoppage 
of business at, 323, 371-2, 606; 
money for, 339> 3645 436, 493-45 
53X5 5445 642, 733, 7355 757. 

Chief and Council, see Amyatt, 

Peter; Baillie, William; Black-^ 
ford, James; Playdell, Charles 
Stafford; Watts, William. 

Jagdishpur, Shahabad Dist., Bihar, 

iiijVi. 

Jaggemaut, see Jagannath. 

Jagger>’ (coarse brown sugar made 
from sap of various palms), 649, 
656, 661. 

Jail, Calcutta, 1015, 1018, 1021, 
1068, 1070-1, 1073. 

Jalangi, Murshidabad Dist., Bengal, 
238, 332, 366-75 490. 813, 977-8, 

1099. 

Jawadar (an officer of police, customs 
or army), xxxiii, 1022-3, X032, 

1035, 1045, 1088. 

Jfamawar (stuff worked in gold thread), 
468, 5x2-3. 

Jankiram, merchant, 267. 

Jankiram, Raja, Prime Minister of 
Alivardi Khan, v, 240, 1099. 

Janoji Bhonsle, son of Raghuji, 
iii-iv. 


Japan, copper, from, xliii, 335 808. 

Java, sugar from, xlvi. 

Jayram Roy, zamindar, 764-5. 

Jebb, John, 477; dies in Black Hole, 
1016. 

Jcllcngv, JclUngcc, see Jalangi. 


Jelmilis see Jhilmilu 
Jemindar, set Zamindar of Tweniy- 
four Parganas, 

Jemmaxitdavy sec Jamjar. 

Jenkins, Benjamin, Commander af 
the Tavistock^ 172. 
jenks, John, Member of Cossim- 
bazar Council, 478, 9S9; dies 

in Black Hole, 1016, 1022. 

Jenny (ship), 184, 186. 

Jhilmili (kind of fine silk), 493. 
Jiddi, Saudi Arabia, xxv, 167, 310, 
^.320, 3335 34I5 44X5 4585 538. 
Jillengee, see Jalangi. 

Jodrcll, Capt, Philip, of the Prince 

George, 54, 904, 

John N.igore, Calcutta, 279-80. 

Johnson, Ralph, pension to family 
of, 530. 

Johnstone, John, 741,832-3,1030. 

Johnstone, Patrick, writer, 4, 8, 
27; dies in Black Hole, 1016. 

Jones, Capt. Jasper Leigh, 833, 
10635 dies, 943. 

Jones, Owen, 741. 

Jo ICS, Robert, Member of Court 
of Directors, 66, 69, no, 115-6, 121, 
123, 129, 169, 176, 179. 
Jonkeram, see Jankiram, Mer- 
chant, 

Joyrani, see Jayram Roy. 

Jucktate, see Takhta. 

Judda, Juddah, juddea, see Jidda. 
Judda Aderchant (ship), 409, 544. 
Judge Advocate, powers re. court- 
martial, 51, 164-5, 799; at Fort 
St David, 333. 

Jugdea, see Jagdia. 

Jugutseat, see Jagat Seths, 

JuUungey, see Jalangi. 

July band Silk, 1099. 

Jimmadar, see Jamadax, 

Jungle Cloth (variety of cloth), 
516. 

Junkcram, see Jankiram, Raja. 

Jury, Grand and Petit, question of 
procedure of, 959-60. 

Justices, Court of, see Court of 
Justices. 

Justices of the Peace, 958, 

Jute, xlvi, 409; see also Gunny, 


JVagmari, Dacca Dist., Bengal, khasa 
from, 128, 4935 505-75 56I5 5975 

8735 919. 

Kagram, new atirang at, xl, 7895 

923. 

Kaikala, ttnndam from, 128; doria 
from, 508, 5945 597, 7555 820. 
Kajce Hamct, see Haji Ahmad. 
Kalicharan Poddar, 940-i. 
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Radhakrishna, 720-1. 

Radhakrishna Klian (Radakisscn 
CIawne),3i8, 

Radhanagar, Midnapore Dist., Ben- 
gal, 704. 

Radhanath (Radanaut) Cotmah, 884, 
887. 

RaeSi see Ree. 

Rafugar (darner), 419, 73^. 

Raghu Mitra (Ragometre), 330, 346, 
664. 

.Raghuji Bhonsle I, Chief of Nagpur, 
invades Bengal, ii-iii, alliance with 
Afghan rebds, vi, iioo. 

Raghunath Biswas, 724-5. 

RaJidar (collector of tolls or transit 
duties), 978. . 

Rahd'iri (transU duties collect :d at 
inland stations by z^mind on their 
own authority), 97 , 

Raja Junkeram, see Jankiram, Raja. 

Rajapur, khasa from, 402. 

Rajaram, Faiijdar of Midnapore and 
Commander of Spies, 1008, 1045, 
1060. 

Rajballabh, 1097; opposed to Sira- 
jud-Daulah, xxviii — ^xxix, 1041-4 ; 

protection to his family in Calcutta, 
xxxii, 1027, 1043-6, I959"6o; Deputy 
Nawab of Dacca, 873-5; note on, 
1104. 

Rajganj, khasa from, 493; 

Rajmahal (Rajamaal, Rajamal, Raja- 
maul), Santal Parganas Dist., 
Bengal, i, xxxi, xxxiv, lOoS, 1032, 
1054-5; Maracha inroads into, v, 
421 ; mint at, xlviii. 

Rajputs, The, 1095; recruited for 
Coy's army, xv-xvi, 66; in Sira- 
jud-Daulah's army, 1008. 

Rim Krishna Seth (Ramkissenseat), 
contract with Coy, 274, 341, 467, 509; 
non-payment of duties on goods, 
518; reinstated as dadni merchant, 
524; disnussed, 681; note on, 1102. 

Rinanandakhali (Ramxnutcally), Noa- 
khali Dist., Bengal, 517 . 

Ramjiban Kaviraj (Ramjeebon Cub- 
barage), gttmashtah of Raja of Bur- 
dwan, 909. 

Ramnath (Ramnant) Bose, realisation 
of debts from, 330, 346, 393a 
753; dies, 379-80. 

Ramram Biswas, 267-9, 297. 

Ramsantosh, bania, inquiry into ac- 
counts of, 558 - 9 a 56ia 568, 573 - 4 a 
585a 614, 

Ranaghat, Nadia Dist, Bengal, 1025. 

Rangafala, creek on cast of the 
Hooghly near Diamond Harbour, 
277, 401, 494, 5S3, 642, 802, 1 100. 

Rangpur, Bengal- silk from, 369-70, 
512-4, 534, 582, 601-2, S19. 

Ranisarai. 26 miles east ol Patna, 
iv, vi. 

Rannie, Capt. David, xxxi, t02i; 
hires frcw EHzabethy 73, 716-7, 
719, 803 ; Alderman, zoo-i. 


Ranson, Capt, Jonathan, 384, 712* 
Coy’s suit against, 30, 558-9> 573 - 4 > 
614, 6x9, 702, 848; Master Attcnd- 
ant, 498,* 539 - 

Rashbiliari Seth, 274. 

Rashpoots, see Rajputs. 

Ratan Malik. 474. 

Ratiram Poddar, (Joy’s shroff, 267. 

Raudjee Nomma, sec Razinamah. 

Rawana (passport authorising goods 
to pass without payment of further 
duty), 649. 

Rnycritchund, sec Kinichand. 

Raymond, Jones, Member of Court 
of Directors, 70, 109 — 10, ti6, 

129, 169, 176, 179; of Secret Com- 
mittee of CJourc of Directors, 55, 
115, 117, 171. 

Razinamah (deed of agreement), 346. 

Rea, Ensign Robert, 305. 

Rcvidc, Capt. Edward Frcdcrick- 
Guimcr, bequeathes money to Coy, 
245, 380. 

Rcasy see Rcc, 

Recovery (snow), mutiny aboard, 959 • 

Commander, see Moore, Capt. 

Thomas. 

Red Sca,xxxviu. 

Redwood, 73, 185, 259-60, 265, 

289, 297, 337-8, 352, 357-8, 360, 
407-8, 458-9, 499> 563. 587-8, 615, 
670, 716, 7S3, S02, 84S, 850-1, 
8S9-90, 904 - 5 > 91 1, 914 > 966, 969. 

Rcc (i/25th part of an anna), 2SS, 461, 


491; note on, ixoo. 

Register of Dusticks, sec Dastaks^ 
Registrar of. 

Renault, Pierre, xxxvi. 

Reveley, Roger, Member of Cossim- 
bazar Council, 478; recalled, 941; 
dies in Black Hole, 1016, 1022. 

Revenues, Holwell effects increase, 
XXV, 25-6, S9-92, 1061 ; misma- 

naged by Gobindaram Mitra, ,26-7, 
607, 619, 650-r, 831-2; Courrs 
instructions re. collection , 150-1 , 
693 ; from lands in Calcutta, 279-80 j 
from ground rent and house-tax, 
739-4O1 896 ; from ganj\ 831, S79-81, 
939-40; from auction of duties leviable 
by Coy, 870, 940; sec also Customs 
and Excise. 

Collector of, 1094. 

Rhoda (ship), ix, 54-6, 58, 71, 323, 3373 
361, 890, 904, 918-9. 

Commander, see McNamara, Capt. 

John. 


Rhoddary^ see RaJidarL 

Riccards, ^Commander of the Bo^ 

nettUi 409. 


Rice, xxxviii, 14, 333, 358, 407, 

.533> 59O3 599> 601, 604, 657, 
673, 917; for Fort St David, ix 
184-6, 189, 262-3, 308, 323; price^ 
xlvi, 262, 436, 550-1, 595> 615' 
645-6, 656, 660-1, 893; for Madras, 
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S25-6, 873, 8931 9265 junior scr- 
\'ants to be employed iot xxi->odi| 
959 S97; repairs^ 380^ 476; banfas at, 

^ 928. 

Kottval (chief police officer), 304, 830, 
1103. 

Krishna Chandra, Raja of Nadia, 
764 - 5 > 935 - 

Krishna Chnran, gtmjoslttah at Santi* 
Ijur, 686-8. 

Krishna Das, eldest son of Rajbollabh, 
given asylum in Calcutta, xsdx, 
xxxH-x?o:iii. 10x2, 1027, 1043-6. 

Krishna Deb, 515; Vakil of Cossim- 
bazar Factor^’, 549-50; dies, S29; 
note on, 1X02. 

Kulpi, 24-Parganas Dist., Bengal, 337, 
432-3, 641, 7 xx> 805, X024, iiox. 

Kumnrkhali, Nadia Dist., Bengal, khasa 
from, 12S, 402, 50S, 570, 873; silk 
from, 231-2, 283, 300, 369, 416-7, 
510-1, 515, 534 > 601-2, 819, 1099- 

Kundu Ghosai, 267. 

Kuttack, see Cuttack. 


i^ABccquillc (Fr. sloop), captured, 
1S7-S, 

La Bonne, see Lcbcaumc. 

Lac, XKxix, xlvi, 670, 922-3. 

Lakshmikanta Seth, 3x8, 425, 524. 

Lakshmipur, Noakhali Dist., Bengal, 
161, X093; transfer of factory from 
Jagdia to, 23, 144* 648, 737 ^ 768 - 9 , 
827, 86x, 933, 935; proposal to rent 
pargana of, 87, 768-9, 936, 986; 
bafta from, 735 * 

Lakshmipur Factory, 23, 87, 12S; 
investment, 823, 933 - 4 * 986; ac- 
counts, 97x; closed during trou- 
bles with Sirajud-Daulah, 1012, 
I02.t, 1035, 1052; garrison at, 

X066. 

Chief, sec Playdcll, C.S.; Amyatt, 

Peter. 

Lalbagh (area now known as Dalhousic 
Square), Calcutta, 1069, 1073-4. 

Lancaster (ship), 460. 

Lapwing (ship), 184, 257, 297 * 3o8, 
314* 319* 335* 399-400, 403, 407-8, 
410, 4^2-3, 4 ^ 5 * 438-9* 441* 454 * 
466, 475 * 495 * 559 - ^ „ . 

Captain, see Chcync, Capt. Franas. 

Lascars, 185-6, 260, 265, 297, 361, 
408, 588, 802, 959-60. 

Lascelles, Peter, Commander of the 
Yorky 172. 

Latham, Thomas, Commander of the 
Bristoh xvi, 40. ^ ^ 

Law, Jean, on causes of Sirajud-Dau- 
lah*s enmity with E.I. Coy, xxix. 

Law, John, 5335 Member of Cossim- 
bazar Council, 833; recalled, 941; 
participates in defence of Fort 
William, 1075; dies in Black Hole, 
X016, Z022. 


Law, Stephen, Member of Ccutx of 
Directors, 4, 8, 36, 39, 46-7, 51, 
66, 70, 115, 176, 179. 

Law’rcncc, Robert, writer, 382. 
Lawrence, Maj. Stringer, 649, 651;. 
Major of Fort St David, xiv; uses- 
Swiss troops during Anglo-French 
war, xvii-xwiii, 163; to be Member 
of Fort William Select Committee,. 
146; Member of Fort St C^rge 
Select Committee, 147J ill, 781-3; 
to be relieved by Col. Scott, 790:. 
C. in C. in East Indies, 1097. 

Lc Geyt, Carteret, Commander of the 
Pmfield, 1X7, 703-4* 7I9* 761. 
Lead, xliu, 76, 173, 186, 239-40, 290,, 
309, 464, 542, 980, 9S3; from Eng- 

l:md, 2, 6-7, 17* 177* 329* 363* 
463; sale, 411, 465, 503, 541, 807. 
Lcbcaumc, Lt Mclchoir, 1085; parti- 
cipates in defence of Fort William, 
1015, 1019, 1068, 1071; note on,. 
1104. 

Leghorn, Italy, 400. 

Leigh, Hamlet, dies, 521. 

Lcyccstcr, Edw-ard, tvriter, 152. 
Leyccstcr, Ralph, writer, 4, 8, 27; 

deserts Fort William, X015. 

Lcyrit, Duval dc. Chief of Chandcr- 
nagore French Factory, 674. 

Licll, Tliomas, ii; Supercargo, X73.’ 
Umhoo (kind of cloth), 145. 

Limpao, Limpo, see Ning^. 

Lindsay, Capt. George, of the Pelham y. 
107. 


Lindsay, William, writer, 153. 
Linwood, Nicholas, Member of Court 
of Directors, 66, 70, 109-10. 

Lion (budgerow), 658; lost, 7x1. 

Lisbon, Portugal, 171; cartiiquake at^ 
127. 

Lisle (ship), 461-2, 551. 

Lisle, Commodore , 400, 460. 

Little, J.H., on Holwell’s account of 
Black Hole, xxxviii. 

Lively (H.M.’s ship), 187, 256, 289, 
296, 306. 

Commander, see Stevens, Capt. 

Nathaniel; Parker, Capt. . 

Ldvely Grabb (ship), 10S7. 

— -^mmander, see Dickson, Capt. 
Alexander. . . 

Lloyd, Capt. ^ 522. 

Loake, Simon, 575, 577. 

Lockwood, Thomas, Supercargo, 55,. 
118. 

Loll Baag, see Lalbagh. 

London (ship), i, 5, lO-i, 37-8, 41,, 
46, 52* 125* 131* 134* 1703 441* 
448,457-9*462-4* 477 - 8 . 538, 540, 
561-3,568-70, 576, 671-2, 805, 848,. 

853* 859* 904* 912-3, 915-7* 923, 
962, 966, 970, 972, 981-4* 988i 
— —Commander, see Sedgwick, Capt. 
William; Alu right, Capt. ^chard.. 
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74^ S53, 85S> 889^ 966; shortage in 
Calcutta, 87, 150-1, 736; duty on, 
55O5 739 *’ 40 ji S79-80; for Fort 
Marlbro’, 715, 914; from Backcr- 
gungc, 736-7; for riaingg^M, 915. 

Richards, Sjt John, 238, 274, 

Rider, William, Member of Court of 
Directors, 4, 8, 35-6, 39, 46-7, 51. 

Rider, William, writer, 65, 93, 477, 
636, 898, 9IO-X, 965; deserts Fort 
William, 1015. 

Rtpan (H.M.’s ship), i88. 

Rivclcy,5cr Rcvcicy. 

Robcrion, , of the Crampusy 409, 

Roberton, ^i^s Jane, 552. 

Roberts, William, purser ofihcLy//w, 
450. 

Robertson, Capl. David, of the Den 
Carlos, 458, 464* 

Robins, Benjamin, Engineer-General 
in India, xi. 437* 457* 499-500, 
520-1, 741; arrives at Calcutta, 519; 
dies, 65, 93. 539, 551* 649. 

Robinson, Capt, Robert, of the St, 
George, 2, 10, 7S2, 785. S53; dies, 
969, 983. 

Robson, Capt. William, of the ICenr, 
441* 458. 460, 464* 539-40* 563. 574. 

Roche, Edward, 297. 

Rogcram, see Rqaram. 

Rogers, Charles, writer, 152. 

Rogometre, sec Raghu Mitra. 

Rogue’s River, a channel of the Sundar- 
bans, 1S7, 200, 32S, 432, 588, 590, 
714; note on, iioo. 

Rojcbullob, see Rajballabh. 

Romal, Romall, see RumaL 

Rooper, Samuel, Storekeeper, 350, 
424; Member of Board, 391, 393, 
398, 406; resigns, 425. 

Rosewcll, , Agent Victualler to 

H. M.*s Squadron, 288. 

Ross, Miss Christiana, 161. 

Rossbcharryscat, see Rashbihari Seth. 

Rous, Thomas, Member of Court of 
Directors, 4* 8 , 35-6, 39 * 46 - 7 * 116, 
123, 129, 176* 179- 

Rowanna, see Rawana, 

Roy Dullob, Rov Dullub, Roydulub, 
see Durlabhram Mahindva. 

Royal Cohorn, see Guns. 

Rcyal Duke (ship). Commander of, sec 
Cuming, George. 

Royal George (ship), ix, 323* 337 * 355 * 

Captain, see Field, Capt. Thomas. 

Royal Regiment of Artillery, see Army, 
King of England’s. 

Ruffagur, see Rafiigar. 

Ruggonaut Biswas, see Raghunath 
Biswas. 

Rtmal (face towel; handkerchief)* 
80, 776; from Baranagat, 506, 1096; 
price, 468. 

Rungpoor, Rungpore, see Rangpur. 

Rupees, Alivardi’s orders re. coinage 
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of* 576* 583; exchange values of, 
592, 6 t 8 ; batta on, 8 S 6 . 

Arcot, batta on, 544, 593; great 

demand for, 873. 

^Bombay, batta on, 593. 

• Current, value of pagoda in, 754. 

Dasmasa, note on, 1102. 

Hall, note on, 1103. 

M adras, batta on, xlvii, 602; 
value in sterling of, 459. 

- — ^Patan, 544. 

Samvat. exchange rate of, xlvii. 

Sikka, exchange rate of, xlvi-xlvii; 

COST of converting silver bullion into, 
233* 270, 274, 316; Alivardi’s order 
re., 605; purchase price, 618; pur- 
chase at Cossimbazar, 726. 

Russce Coprah, 234. 

Russell, Sir Francis, Chief of Cossim- 
bazan 68, 237, 249-50. 

Russia, iron from, 31, 721. 
Ruttirampodar, see Ratiram Poddar. 
Ruttonmullick, see Ratan Malik. 
Ryder, William, see Rider, William. 


^ABADGBPORE, sce Shahbazpur Island. 

Sachi Cotmah, Alivardi claims pro- 
perty of, 884* 887, 935 - 6 . 964* 988-9. 

Sadashiva D ^s, 104. 

Safdar Jang, Nawab Vazir of Oudh, 
relations with Alivardi, ii, 619, 1103. 

Sahib Khan, Nawab of Purnea, dies, 
1027; note on, 1105. 

Saidabad, Murshidabad Dist., Ben- 
gal, 300, 317; Armenian settlement 
at, xxv; note on, iioo, 

St Augustin Bay, Madagascar, 322. 

St, Catherine (^hip), 704. 

St. Davids, sec Fort St David. 

St. George (ship), 1-3, 5-10, 12, 16, 
21, 52, 170, 780, 782, 785, 787* 
792, 803, 806-7, 88r, 915-6, 969-70, 
983, 1004-S, 1021-2, 1067, 1081, 
10S3, 1086. 

Captain, sec Robinson, Capt. Ro- 
bert; Fenner, Capt. Parson; Ha- 
gue, Capt. . 

St Helena, i, 5. lo* 39 * 54 * 56, 117-8, 
124, 131, 152, 171-2; Coy empowered 
to hold court-martial in, 47; stores 
for, 361, 390, 398, 405-6, 449* 453, 
486, 495 . 536, 561, 569* 575 * 581, 
585, 628, 667, 709* 756, 761, 778, 
849, 856, 871, 881, 889, 903-4. 965. 
999, 1007 ; cloth for, 415-7. 5I5- 

St. Nicholas (ship), 498. 

Sair-Chauki (customs or transit 
duties), 518. 

Sal, 520. 

Salampore (kind of piecegoods), 266. 

Salisbury (H.M.’s ship), xvi, 40, 183. 

Commander, see Knowle, Thomas. 

Salt, for Assam, xxxviii; farm held by 
Mitta, 26, 832; from Hijili, 1098. 


/ 
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Ijcnjr Ell^ (kind of cloth), 6o, 1x9, 
140, 504. 

herd Ans 0 *s (ship), I, S^ 172-3- 

Commander, set Chick, Edward 

I-^rd. 

Lord< of ihc Admiralty, Admi- 
ralty. 

L’Oricnl, port in France, 115, 175. 
Ladsa (<ihip), 410, 435. 

I^we, Cipt, Benjamin, of the Walpole, 
35S, 362, 461-2. 

IjOwc, Joseph, dies, i6r, 741. 

Lubbers, Ensign George Nicholas dc, 
162. 

Luckapoor, Luckipoor, Luckiporc, 
Lu»:kvp.'>rc, see Lakshmipur, 
I^uckicondscat, Luckicund, see Laksh- 
mtkanla Seth. 

Lunatics, 102-3, 

Herha, sec Herha Lungu 
f Hfjzi Rutnal (kind of cloth), 46S, 511, 
1 uMiington, Henry, writer, 65, 93; 
escapes from Black Hole, 10x7, 
J022. 

Lution, Capt. Samuel, Master Attend- 
ant, 15, 672, 712, 916. 

Lyndsay, William, writer, 610, 
Lyndsay, Dr William, dies, 381, 
Lynltam,— , chaplain, 587. 

Lym (ship), 450» 453* 462, 467, 471, 
473. 47S, 503. 516,521; loss of, 
432-3, 456; salvage of goods from, 
434* 436, 459, 463. 

Ly/>«, see JAotu 


iVlAnnoTT, William, Member of Court 
of Dircaors, 2, 4. 8, X2, 35-6, 39, 
46-7f 5L 55» 66, 69-70, 109-10, 
XX5. 

Maccaflray, Col. ^,752-3. 

Mcfjwirc, William, 490, 5^2-3, 6to, 
615-6; dispute with Plaisted, 24, 
X55. 797» 848-95 962, 970; Scc>' to 
Board, 305, 437; Registrar of JDai- 
taksy 33t; Military Pajrmastcr, 382; 
Chief of Balaramgarhi, 620, 647, 
651, 735, 824-6, S28. 
j^^achilka, MackuUka^ see Muehalka, 
^^cKcion, William, ensign, 280; Lt, 
608, 

Xiackett, Robert, Supercargo in China, 
118. 

j^^ackeit, William, 390-T, 620, 778, 
rS2, 871-2, 1004; deserts Fort Wil- 
ham, xxxv, loxo, X013, 10x5, X020, 
X075-7; Member of Board, 
t55, r*o9, 616, 628, 634, 639, 655, 
^67, 705 . 707. 710, 756, 761, 7795 
781, 79% M50-2, S57, 881, 903, 91 X- 2 , 
^65, 999, 1007, 1036; Military 

^f:rreVe^per, 424; Registrar oif 
609; Storekeeper, 897, 
tfo; to er;< 5 u 5 re into IIolwelKs re- 
itrtment, 939; nskhsln and 


Member of Warehouse Committee, 

964- 

Mackinath, Capt Evans Lutton, 902, 
Mackwa Fort, see Tanais Foxt. 
Macleod, Alexander, Commander of 
the AJarlbomigh, 117. 

MacNamara, John, Commander of 
the Rhoda, ix, 54, 323, 361, 392. 
Afaerae (crocodile?), 577, 605. 
Mada^scar, 802. 

Madeira Island, off west coast of 
Africa, 1-2, 5-6, 10, 54, 57, 

77» 108, 117-8, 122, 124, 131, 172, 

185, 351, 442, 785. 

Madeira Wine, 1-2, 6, 122, 135, 139, 
173. X77, 239, 270, 282, 3075 350-2, 
4425 5425 5885 5925 89I5 902; for 
Bengal, 2, 54, 139, 177-8, 361-2; 
for Fort St George, 57-8, 356, 408; 
allowance to witers and army ofH- 
cers, 465; increasing demand, 722; 
bad quality, 881; sale, 916. 

Madge, Thomas, Chief Mate of the 
Montford, S05. 

Madhavram, 664. 

Madras, xvii, xlvii-xlviii, 167, 184, 

186, 191, 239, 246, 2795 3585 488, 
49O5 53S5 5425 615, 697, 6995 716, 
761, 779-835 7875 790, 7945 8005 
S04, 842, 888, 984, X014; Anglo- 
French war at, 291, 1031, 1047; 
coral for, 399; jute for, 409; red- 
wood from, 457; gold market, 593; 
trade conditions at, 702-3, 937-8; 
customs at, 738; hafta from, 822; 
rice for, S89; set also Fort St 
George. 

^President and Council, xvii, 339, 

6^2, 786, S23, 64S, 1026; dispute 
w’ith Fort William re. trade on 
Coromandel Coast, 702-3, 737-8; 
Fort William Board seeks military 
aid from, T012-3. 

Madras Rupee, see Rupee,- Madras. 
Madura, Madras, xvtii, 

Madurylol, see Mathuralal. 

Maghs (natives of Arakan, Burma), 316, 

494. 

Magror, Shahabad Dist«. Bihar, vi. 
Mahabat Jang (Mahabut Jung), title 
of AHvardi Khan, q.v., 
iMahmudt (fine muslin; kind of piece- 
goods), 546. 

Mahomud’Ycarboy Cawn, see Muham- 
mad Yarbhai Khan. 

Alahtab Rai. Jagat Seth, 230, 272, 
371 5 377 # 47 ^f J098. 

Mahumci John, see Muhammad Shalt . 
Mainwartng, Capt. Roger, of the 
Colchester^ 590- x, 615, 6x7, 621. 
Maiira, At. K., on HolwcH's account 
of Black Hole, xxxvjii. 

Major of I’ort William, 476, 530 

see also HamiUnn, Oipl. Robert; 
Holland, Capt. John; Ktlpairick 
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Saltpetre, xli, 3» 7» 12, 14, 21-2, 56-7, 
7 S» 120, 125-6, 132, 140-1* i 74 '- 5 - 
205, 255, 265-6, 283, 297, 30S, 335, 
358* 4 ^ 0 * 499 * 539-40. 563* 590, 
615* 635 * 669, 673. 716, 767, 777 > 
780, 783, 785^ 800, 802, 804, 848, 
850-1, 853* S89-91, 904-5. 911, 913-4, 
916, 923, 969, 983, 1069, 1093; 

production, trade and usis, xiii- 
xliii, xlv; contract with Omichand, 
78-9* 331* 3<S8, 393, 466, 509-10, 
524* 531* 643-4. 671, 674-8, 724, 
758, 925, 1095; contract wi:h the 
Dutch re. purchase, 206-28, 244, 
290, 301-2; for Fort St David, 
263, 336, 351* 435* 442. 501; from 
Patna. 273-4. 281, 467. 509, 984; 
for Madras, 338-9, 966; for Hombay, 
461, 500, 588, 617, 630, 962, 982, 
Samson, James, Commander of the 
Dodingtoriy 71. 

Samson, Capt. John, of the Hard- 
wickc, 54, 58, loS, 542, 574-5. 889, 
891, 902, 911-2. 916, 96S. 

Sanad (deed of grant by govt of office, 
privilege or right), 978. 

Sanderson, Capt. Robert, of the 
Fort St. Davidy 563. 

Sandwich (ship), 172. 

Commander, see Purling, John. 

Sandys, Thomas, Supercargo in China, 

II. 

Sannuy Sannoey Sanoe (land of cotton 
fabric), 229, 290, 403, 605, 644, 
824-6, 934. 

Santipur, Nadia Dist., Bengal, viahnal 
from, 79, 81, 317, 364, 393, 402, 
414, 467, 492, 504-8, 560, 570, 
577 ^ 596-73 7553 7773 1096; gumash- 
tabs at, 686-8, 788-9; investment 
at, 811, 813, 895, 908, 921-2, 924, 

984. 

Santose, see Ramsantosh. 

Santosh Roy Choudhary, 764-5. 
Sarajec Doala, see Sirajud-Daulah. 
Saran, Bihar, 220. 

Sarapa (complete suit presented as 
dress of honour), 619, 1042. 

Sarda, Rajshahi Dist., Bengal, 977-8; 
note on, 1104. 

Sarfaraz Khan, Nawab of Bengal, 
i, 603. 

Sarhatig (commander; skipper of an 
Indian ship), 5S6, 588, 787, 806, 

959. 

Satgaon, Hooghly Dist, Bengal, mint 
at, xlviii. 

Saunders, Thomas, Governor of Fort 
St George, vii, xii, 121, 489, 781, 
783, 787, 790, 801, 1097; Resident 
at Injaram, 265. 

Siunderson, Lt Robert, 280, 347; 

Capt, 434, 477 ; dies, 941. 

Savage, Henry, Member of Court of 
Directors, 116, 121, 123, 129, 169, 
2763 179 - 


Sawar (horseman), 988. 

Scarborough (ship), 502-3, 522, 530-1 3 
540-1, 544, 555, 563, 574* 581-2, 
669, 671-2, 6973 705* 715* 

sec D*Auvcrgnc, Capt, 

Philip. 

Sch:u:b, Capt. , xvii, 164. 

Schiub, Sir Luke, to provide Swiss 
troops, 163-4, 1094. 

Sfolt, Alexander, pilot, 40S, 500, 640. 
Scott, Col. Caroline Ficd:rick, 24, 53, 
65, 71; Engineer-General, xi; 

in charge of Fort William fortifica- 
tions, xii, 61-4, 67, 88, 694, 706, 
74 i> 7693 S82-4, 896, 939, 972, 

979-81, 992, 1000-3, 20G2; suggests 
rccruiimcnt of Bihar Rajputs, x\di, 
66; Commmdcr of Garrison at Fort 
William, 66, 78, 99; manufacture 
of gunpowder by, 77. 14S, 833; on 
baksaris employed in Zamndari^ 100, 
742 ; his allowances, 154; dies, 
147, 7St, 790, 892; note on, 1094. 
Scott, William, Quartermaster, 832. 
Scott, Ensign William, dies in Black 
Hole, 1017. 

SC‘'afton, Luke, 639 1 at Dacca 
factory, 3S2, 531 5 55^3 1030 . 

Sea Horse (sloop), 702, 71 1. 

Scarlc, John, Supercargo in China, 
117-8. 

Scat Mautobcay, Scat Mowtabray, 
sec Mahtab Rai, 

Scats, Scat’s House, see Jagat Seths. 
Sccca Rupee, see Rupee, Siklta. 

Secret Committee of Court of Directors, 
see Court of Directors, Secret 
Committee. 

Secretary, see Fort William Board, 
Secretary. 

Sedgwick, Capt. William, of the 
LondoUy 441, 457-93 4645 dies, 538. 
Sccrhettic, Scerbund (kind of muslin 
probably used for turbans),* 79, 401, 
418, 59S. 

Sccrhandcowiah (kind or cloth), 79, Si, 
128, 31I3 3193 412, 43S, 776, 933-45 
note on, 1096. 

SeerpazOy see Sarapa. 

Seersucker (kind of piecegoods), 81, 

508, 7553 777 - . , « , , 

Seir Rajali Dowlat, see Sira}ud-Daulah. 
Select Committee at Bombay, Fort St 
George, Fort William, see under 
Bombay, Fort St George, Fort 
William resp. 

Seller, Sjt 273. 

Sellon, Jasper, 1094. 

Senaudy see Sanad. 

Sera Mahnal (variety of muslin), 658, 

964. 

Serampore, Hooghly Dist., Bengal, 
Danish factory at, spndx. 

Serec Bibboo, see Sliiva Babu, 
Serrikisna, Serry Kissen, see Sri 
Krishna. 
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•containing instructions for carrying into execution the Act; ot 
Parliament lor punishing mutiny and desertion among our 
lorces. 

2. Since the departure of the several ships with our before* 
mentioned letters wee have received the following from yon 
viz., 


Of the 1st of March 1753 by the Oxford. 

Of the 3rd of September 1753 by the Delawar by the way 
of Fort St. George. 

A short letter of the 17th of September by the same 
conveyance. 

A short letter of the 31st of December by the Portfield, 
being a duplicate of that forwarded by the Dragon 
not yet arrived. 

Of the 4th of January 1754 by the Portfield. 

.Of the 19th of January by the Falmouth, being a duplicate 
of one by the Durrington which is since come .to our 
hands. 

Of the 28th of February by the Falmouth. 

Besides which wee have received the following letters from 
Lieutenant Col. Scott, viz., 

Of the 18th of September 1753 by the Delawar. 

Of the 28th of the same month, being a duplicate of that 
since received by the Durrington. 

Of the 6th of January 1754 by the Portfield. 

Of the 2nd of March following by the Falmouth. 

3. We send this letter by the way of Fort St. George as it 
may possibly reach you sooner than the general letter wee 
propose to write by the Coast and Bay ships, being intended to 
convey to you some general informations and directions previous 
to our said general letter. 
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LETTER FROM COURT 


4. The names and stations of the ships which wee have 
taken into our service this season are as follows viz., 


Ships 

Tons 

Commanders 

— ' • r 

Consignment 

Drake 

Earl of Holdernesse 

499 

499 

Benjamin Fisher 
Mattlicw Court 

^For China directly 

Prince George 

499 

Philip Jodrcll 

Bcncoolcn and China 

Bombay Castle 
Rhoda 

Prince of Wales 

499 

499 

499 

Thomas Browne 
John McNcmara 
William Peck 

^ Coast and China 

Exeter 

499 

William Femcll 

St. Helena and 
Bcncoolen 

Hardwicke 

499 

John Samson 

Madeira and Coast, 
and Bay 

Duke of Dorset 
Eastcourt 

499 

499 

Bernard Forester 
Anhur Evans 

^ Coast and Bay 

Edgecote 

Strethom 

Houghton 

499 

499 

499 

John Pcarse 
Charles Monson 
Richard Walpole 

^ Bombay 

J • 


5. The ships Drake and Earl of Holdernesse, are now under 
dispatch and are to proceed directly for China, the first with 
the wollen goods intended for the Canton market this season,, 
the other goes to Limpao or Chusan where wee are endeavour- 
ing to open and establish a trade. 

6. The Prince George is now likewise under dispatch for 
Fort Marlbro* on the west coast of Suihatra with the necessary 
consignments for that settlement, from whence she is to proceed 
to Canton' to be returned to England with a China cargoe. 

7. The Bombay Castle, Rhoda and Prince of Wales are allso 
under dispatch for Fort St. George where, after having dis- 
charged the cargoes and sent ashoar the passengers and soldiers 
intended for that Presidency, they are likewise to proceed to 
Canton to be returned home with China cargoes. 

8. The Exeter and Hardwicke are allso under dispatch, the 

first for St. Helena and the west coast of Sumatra and the othel 
for the Coast and Bay, being to call .at Madeira for a cargoe of 
wine for the use of our two Presidencys of Fort St. George and 
Fort William. .... 


mbtK 
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' Serry (kind of piec goods ?), 1965 note 
on, 1098, 

Servants of E,I. Coy, manner of 
living and administration, xviii-xxii, 
95-73 694-5; P^y consulage, xxvi- 
xxvii, 389; malpractices in trade, 
xxxi, xliii-xliv, 107, 647, 988 ; at 
subordinate settlements, 21, 84-6, 
693-43 910; service regulations, 
28-31, 156-7 ; to execute covenants, 
1533 742; pensions, 160, 529-30 5 
paucit y of covenanted servants, 
318; to take oaths, 350 ; to giv-: 
security, 383; gambling discouraged 
among* 400; emoluments, 439; trade 
privileges, 630 ; proposal to employ 
junior servants at aitrangs, 688, 
1006; underhand dealings in invest- 
ment, 692; junior servants to 
attend kotha, 897 ; in militia, 1019 ; 
condition after fall of Fort William, 
1029-30; see also Writers, 

Seven Years’ War, vii-viii- 
Severn (ship), 355-63 358-60, 383 , 
390, 409, 441-23 449-50, 454 - 5 , 
461-2, 475, 501, 550, 672. 

Captain, see Dorill, Capt. Richard- 

Sewell,* Lt Thomas, 348-9, 381, 392; 
dies, 424; allowance to his widow, 
425. 

Shadow, Sarah, 956-8. 

Shaftsbury (ship), 37-8. 

Commander, see Bookey, Capt. 

William. 

Shahab id. Bihar, Rajputs recruited 
from, XV. 

Shahamat Jang, see Nawazish 
Muhammad Khan. 

Shahbazpur Isl ind, Backergunge 
Dist., E. Bengal, malmal from, 8 1 , 
777, 1096- 

Shihu, King of the Marathas, ii, 317, 

342-3* 

Shaikh FarhatuUah (Shake Faraut 
Toola), 277. 

Shalbaft (kind of shnvl), 735, 812, 920. 
Shamshcr Khm, Afghan General of 
AUvardi, mulcts Europeans, vi, 301, 
303; murders Governor of Patna, 
278; killed, 304; note on, noo. 
Shaukat Jng, Nawab of Purnea, 
rivalry with Sirajud-Daulah, xxix, 
xxxiv, 1042, 1056; appointed Nawab 
of Bengal by Mughal Emperor, 
103s; note on, 1105. 

Shaw, Lt John, 3S3. 

Shaw Anct Jung, Shaw Omet Jung, 
see Nawazish Muhammad Khan. 
Sheldon, Ralph, Collector of Calcutta, 
xxiv. 

Sheldrake, Samuel, 266, -26SJ dismiss- 
ed, 290; dies, 291. 

Shellac, 402-3, S12. 

Shellbaft, see Shalbaft. 

Sheriff, 960. 

Shewen, W'”jam .wTitcr, 152. 


1 

Shloping, 1-3, 5-7, 10-6, 37-40, 46, 
52-8, 71-5, 107-8, 110-2, 116-9 
124 - 7 , 129-37, 170-3, 177 , 183-5" 
188, 255-66, 289, 296, 328, 407-10^ 
44 X- 2 , 456-62, 484, 497-502, 538-4L 
586-91, 616-7, 628-30, 634-6, 640-1 
658, 667-73, 703-5, 711-20, 766-7] 
779-80, 782-6, 799-805, 848, 850-3, 
858-9, S72, 888-91, 903-5, 9x0-6, 
962, 966, 068-9, 9S1-3, 1004-5; 

ship-building in India, xlvi; ban 
on assistance to Prussian sliips, 
34-5,, 781; kentledge for, i66; 

remissness of pilots, 175; dispute 
re. Armenian ships, 316-7, 341; 
dismissal of the Britanmay 487- 
90; Court’s instructions re. 
cargo, 627; free merchants* right 
to send ships to any port 

within Coy’s jurisdiction, 
629-30; dispute between Bengal 
and Madras Govts re. shipping 
on Coromandel Coast, 668-9, 

?o2-3, 737 - 8 , 937 - 8 ; Board’s 

inability to provide adequate 
tonnage 784-5; Coy’s pilots 

forbidden to command foreign 
ships, 796; see also His Majesty’s 
Squadron; Marine; Master 
Attendant. 

Shiva Babu (Shri Babu), Khwajah 
Wajid’s diwan at Chinsura, xxxiv, 
1024-6. 

Shobharam Basak, 524-5. 

Shocut Jung, set Shaukat Jang. 

Shore, Thomas, Supercargo in 
China, 117-8. 

Shova Singh, rebellion of, xiii. 

Shroffs, xlvii, 203, 247, 272, 290, 
303. 472. 

Shujiud-Din Muhammad Khan . 
Nawab of Bengal, xliv, 

Siberamporo, 977. 

Sikka^ Sikka Rupee (silver cur- 
rency of Kings of Delhi in general 
use), see Rupee, Sikka. 

Sikka Weight, 274, 276. 

Silk, xxxviii-xxxix, 191, 373, 813, 
1096, 1104; from Cossim* 

bazar, 84, 144-5, 231-4, 237-8, 

275, 299-301, 310, 317, 332, 368-9, 
402, 416-7, 468-70, 510-5, 534, 

547 - 8 , 582-3, 600, 644, 659, 724-5, 
727-8, 767, 778, 814-9, 873, 902, 
927-32, 964, 985-6; raw silk, xxvi, 
175; ban on use of orien- 
tal silk in Great Britain, xli- 
xlii; industry in Bengal, xlv; 
price, 195-6, 985; from Kumar- 
khali, 283; plundered by Maxa- 
thas, 299, 319, 342; from Rang- 
pur, 370, 5S2; mm Sonamukhi, 
S12, 922; sorting and winding, 
828, S60; roducaon in 

Murshidabad dist, 1099; see alia 
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4S7 

24 

Ffytche 

Fjtche 

493 

2 

Cuttanccs 

Cuttanees 


2 

per pice 

per piece 

505 

9 

Doorea ’ 

Dooreas 

99 

13 

copies 

covids 

99 

13 

covids 

iScovids 

511 

36 

575 

5975 

512 

6 

7d 

7 and I 

532 

31 

firmar 

fiwian 

99 

33 

0 

To 

533 

13 

200*000 

ZjOOjOOO 

537 

18 

arzdast 

arzdasht 

541 

9 

45,.. 

49 

99 

27 

Calped 

Culieed 

99 

28 

Imbott 

Imbost 

575 

24 

aul 

Paul 

576 

14 

10 

To 

581 

Page number 

681 

581 

583 

8 

3" 

8. 

585 

29 

Wm. Frankland. 

Wm. Frankland/C. 
Manningham. 

589 

22-23 

quarter master 

Quartermaster 

590 

17 

Admiral Vernan 

Admiral Vernon 

598 

21 

on 

of 

607 

29 

be 

he 

610 

36 

transit 

transmit 

6x8 

16 

1746. That 

17465 that 

628 

13 

W. Macktee Edward Eyre 

W. Mackett/Edward Eyre 

634 

36 

please to Your 

please Your 

639 

31 

0 

To 

644 

3 

chants had provided upon 
the former list. 

account to purchase 
petre agreeable to his 
contract. 

645 

20 

considerable 

considerably 

647 

4 

smallst 

smallest 

648 

42 

conformoble 

conformable 

657 

36 

J.U. Holwell 

J.Z. Holwell 

661 

17 

in 

in— r 

99 

36 

is 

us 

662 

17 

insttad 

instead 

664 

28 

Rogo Metre 

Rago Metre 

99 

36 

Sechetary 

Secretary 

99 

37 

immediatt 

immediate 

667 

8 

Edward Frankland 

W. Frankland 

99 

8-9 

W.Eyre 

Edward Eyre 

671 

15 

September. 

September^ 

681 

13 

moffick 

moffick^ 

696 

14 

allowed. 

allowed^ 

699 

32 

as Your Honours shall 
think fit to give. 

to Your Honours’ 
treasury that month. 

712 

9 

briklayers 

bricklayers 

725 

7 

the 

they 

» 

22 

apply 

these 

supply 

733 

32 

that 

736 

6 

concerning ? 

concerning 

>1 

34 

‘ Bakergunge* 

Bakergimge^ 

753 

5^ 

gentlemen 

gentleman 

fit 

z8 

possible 

possibly 

761 

20 

Machett 

Machete 

765 

Z 

baga 

bega 
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Stretham (ship), 54-6, 322, 587, 981. 
— Commander, sec Mason, 
Charles. 

Sub-Accoumant, 282, 502, 8365 

salary and allowances, xx, 832 ; 
see aho Parks, Samuel^ Onne, 
Robert; Amyatl, Peter; Court, 
Richard. 

Subadgporc, see Shahbazpur Island. 

Suhah (short for Snbcihdari Naw^b 
of Bengal), 97S; see aho Alivardi 
Khan; Simjud-Daulah. 

\ 

Subarnarekha River, v. 

Sub-Export-Wjrehouse-Kecpcr, 305, 
643; sec also Frankland, William. 

Subor Buzar, see Sobha Bazar. 

Sub-Secretary, see Hooper, George ; 
Cooke, John; Vassmer, Francis; 
Negus, John; Harrod, William James; 
O’Hara, Charles. 

Sub-Treasurer, see Bunow, Thomas. 

Sub-Zamindar, see Court, IWchard. 

Success (galley), 2S9, 1052. 

Success (ship;, 337 > 457 ^ 461-2. 

Success (sloop), 7 12. 

Suffolk (ship), 1 17-8. 124, 130-1 , 
138-9, 540, 668, 680. 

Commander, see Wilson, Wiiham 

Sugar, xxxviii, 356, 407, 780, 785 ; 

produced in Bengal, xlv-xlvi ; 
Hakim Beg's demands re., 145, 
829-30, 986; for Surat, 360; for 
Bombay, 917; sec also Phul 
Sugar. 

Sulivo"*, Laurence, Member of Court 
of Directors, 116, 121, 123, 129, 
169, 176, 179- 

Sumatra, 54, m, 13 167; pepper 
from, 126, 132. 

Sumner, Capt. John, see Somner, 
Capt. John. 

Sumner, William Brighiwcll, 634; 
at Dacca factor^’, 620, S20, S28, 

835; escapes imprisonmenr, 10^5, 
1020, 1030, 1066 » 

Sumsh'"c Cvune, Sumshcer Cawm, 
see Shamshcr Khan. 

Suncullv, see Chunakhali. 

Sundavbans, iv, 303; note on, iioi. 

Siiporca-gocs, in China, 11-2, 
55 , 117-S, I 73 s 985- 

Supervising Committee, at Fort 
William, personnel and duties, xx, 
85-6, 144. 

Supervisors, at Patna, to settle account* 
with Omichand, 247-9, 2S0. 

Suntrvisors, Committee of, see 
Committee of Supernsors. 

Surajud Dowla, see Sirajud-Daulab, 


Surat, Bomba 73, 1S9, 265, 271, 273, 
283, 320, 33S, 390, 407, 713.717, 7i9> 
726, 780, Soi, 848, 853, 872; tin 
and tutenag from, 167 ; cotton from, 
308, 359-60, 409, 44T, 461, 550, 
S04, 918, 923; sikhxs from, 702. 

Surda, Surdah, see Sarda. 

Surman, John, embassy to Farrukh- 
siyar, 156, 1097, 1105, 

Surmaii’s Bridge, Calcutta, 764. 

Surman’s Garden (modem Hastings), 
Calcutta, xii, xxxvii, 1016, 1067. 

Susi, 195-6, 299, 317, 364, 505, 50S; 
note on, 1098, 

Sutanati (modern Nortli Calcutta), 
318, 3463 832 ; zamindari granted to 
Coy, xxiv ; note on ,1101. 

Siitchee Cutmah, Sutchy, sec Sachi 
Cotmah, 

Sut-rumal (kind of handkerchief), 283, 
^05, 507, 545 - 6 , 594 - 5 > 598 , 

690-1, 921. 

Szvallozo (H.M.’s sloop), 400, 408, 540, 
562-3, 570- 

Captain, sec Speke, Capt. Henry. 

Swallow (snow), 292, 295-7, 299, 303, 
307-8, 3 I 4 - 5 » 330, 497 > 5i6, 

519-20, 

Swift (snow), 186. 

Swiss D -t5chmcnf, 14 ; employed in 
Anglo-Frencli v;ar, x% 4 i-xviii; deser- 
tivm, 33 ^ 5<^o, 641, f-St; incorporation 
in Coy’s troops, 163-4; note on, 1094. 

Sydabad, see Saidabad. 

Svkcs, Francis, 27, 522 ; ac Cossim- 
bazar, 832, 1052, 

Symson, sec Simpson. 

Syrangs sec Sarliafig^ 

Syang, Syriang, sircar^ see Saran. 

Syre^chokey, sec Sair^Chauki^ 

Svren (PLM.’s ship), 33S. 

Syreti (sloop), 71 13 7833 785* 787- 

Commandc , see Smith, John. 


Taffeta (Taffaties, Taffitic), 449, 468, 
4933 4953 511-33 5S2-33 601, 659, 
S153 929-30- 

Takhta (cloth measure), 200, 392, 

419-20, 516, 646. 

Talbot, Ensign Robert, 521, 620. 

Tanais Fort (Tanar’s Fort, Tanna, 
Tanner Fort), on right bank of the 
Hooghly below Calcutta, 1019, 1025, 
1052, 106S, loSo, 1105. 

Tangra, near Calcutta, 935, 1104. 

Tanzch (fine muslin), Sr, 730, 732, 
776; from Birpur, 402 ; from Dacca, 
471 ; from Tagdia, 964. 

Tarter (war-ship), 336. 

Tavistock (ship), 172, 1773 3493 35I3 
3563 3593 361, 3633 3793 401, 406-7. 

— — Commander, Jenkins, Benjamin. 

Taxation, xx\\ 00, 107, 279, '’q';; 

additional duty on account of p lie 
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2 
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961 

37 
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For 


Read 


Lescelles 

gunge. 

C Rupees 

storng 

relous 

J. Z. Hollwcll 
Morattes 
that 
ripht 
accurc 
points 


LasceUes 

gunge, 

C. Rupees 
strong 
zealous 
J. Z. Holwcll 
Morattoes 
than 
right 
accrue 
point 


Copies of records obtained Public General, 
from India Office, 

JohnJamson John Samson 

33679 3367^ 

470 4709 

Copies of records obtamed Public General, 
from India Office, 
flatter 

1755 

29 September 
Bamjebon Cubbarge 
cigth 

Copies of records obtained 
from India Office, 


flatter ourselves 
1755 Uic ] 

28 September 
Bamjebon Cubbarage 
eighth 

Public General, 


Harwich 
voyaged 
proposed 
Consimbuzar 
reason 
hundered 
Condultation 
conformtabic 
pemission 
engine’s 

(711-11-9) 

Mr. Ann Barlow 
pence (51c) 

£ ir55-4s.6d 

nine hundred and fifty red 
dos. for three thousand 
two 
packet 
opinion 
dccrcss V 
direct 

recommend your 
Hummuns 

Copies of records obtained 
from India Office, 

26 January 

26th January 5th January 

Copies of records obtained Public General, 
from India Office, 

oecommg (sxc) becoming 

Copies of records obtamed Public General, 
from India Office, 

Sirs, Sir, 


Hardwick 

voyages 

prospect 

Cossimbuzar 

season 

hundred 

consultation 

conformable 

permission 

ensign’s 

(711-11-9) (sic) 

Mrs. Aim Barlow 
pence 

£ i,i 55 - 4 s- 8 d 

one thousand six hundred 

do. account David Baron 

packets 

opinions 

decrees 

directed 

recommend him to yo*ir 

Hummums 

Public General, 

5 January 


/ 


^5^ 


4 
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INDEX 


works, 64-5 5 on grain, 91 
550, 739-40, 879-80 ; sair'-chaiiki at 
Mnrshidabad, 518^ ; on sale of 
European houses in Calcutta, 739> 
963, 991-2 ; on ganjy 790? 870? 
939.40 ; see also Consulage ; Customs 
and Excise. 

Taylor, ^,Surgeon*s Mate, 741- 

Taylor, Capt. Francis, of the Tryal, 
290, 292, 35^-73 383- 

T*^3k, 261, 800, 980. 

Tcdd, John, Commander of the 
II Chester y 10, 172. 

Teddcman, Edward, see Tiddeman, 
Capt. EdNvard. 

Teepy see Tip* 

Teepoy^ see Tepoy* 

Tcjgaon, near Dacca, 279 ; note on, 
1 100. 

Tclinga, see Carnatic. 

T*'Uicherry, Malabar Dist., Madras, 
15, 238, 357. 492, 587. 703. 802, 
851-2, 859, 888, 890, 904, 9i3-4> 
96S-9, 983, 1093 ; pepper from, 358, 


499. ^ 

Tengra, see Tangra. 

Tepoy (kind of cloth), 735^ 813, 825. 
Tcrindam (kind of muslin), 79» 128, 
317, 414. 603, 730, 732, 1096; 

from Dacca, 4715^473*^ , 
Termolunnv^ see Trimohini. 


Tench see Tret* 

Thana Fort, see Tanais Fort. 
Thomson, Thomas, Supercargo, 11-2, 

173 * 

Thoresbv, Ralph, killed, 1014, 1019. 
Tibet, Bengal’s trade witli, ^ix. 

Tiddeman, Capt. , of the 

Hanvichy 356. 

Tiddeman, Capt, Edward, of the 
Edghastoriy 337, 357-8, 3925 399 j 
534; of the IVorccster-i 172. 

Tilak Chandra Ral, Raja of Burd- 
wan, 895-6, 909, 1104. 

T'hkchand, merchant, 524. 
Tillech:irry, see Tellicherry. 
Timber, xxxix, 520, 551; from Pegu, 


Tin, xxxviii ; from Malaya, xliii ; 

from England, 167. 

Tincal (crude borax), 22, 627, 676, 

847. 9593 984. ^ . 

Tindal (petty officer of lascars), 588. 
Tip (promissory note), 209-18, 234, 

247-8, 349^ 415, 508, 534» 600, 675, 
677-8, 682, 687-8- 
Tirrcndcany sec Terindam. 

Tobacco, xxxix. 

Take (parcel), 681. 

Tolson, Capt. Thomas, of the 
Somersety 326, 328; of the Egmoiit, 
720, S52, 872, 889. 

Tom, Capt. jasper Leigh, 939. 

Tookc, William, writer, 477, 609. 
Tooihcnaguc, see Tutenag. 


Top^s (artillery man), 163, 1079. 

Torin, Benjamin, Supercargo in China 
II, 118. 

Torriano, Richard, writer, 65, 93; 
dies in Black Hole, roi6. 

Tosurryy see Tussore, 

Trade, E.I. Coy’s, xxxviii-xxxix,xli-xlii, 
1061-2, 1 105 ; dispute between 

Madras and Bengal re. trade on 
Coromandel Coast, ix, 92, 702-3, 
737-8, 937-3 ; obstructions by 
Alivardi, xxvi, 341, 884, 1093 ; 

imports, xliii, 16-8, 139-40, 720-2, 
786-7, 806-10 ; attempts to start 
trade with Chushan, 54 ; Court’s 
instructions re. freedom of, 92-3 ; 
decline in, 134, 160, 785 ; condition 
of markets on Coast, 702-3, 785, 
937-8 ; exactions at chaukisy 736, 
936, 972-S, 987 ; s :e also Aurangs ; 
Cloth ; Copper; Customs and Exdse; 
Djini Merchants ; Dastaks ; Dasturiy 
Free Merchants ; Gumashtahs ; 
Investment ; Merchants ; Opium; 
Saltpetre; Silk ; Wine , Woollen 
Goods. 

Illicit, by Coy’s Servants, 

xviii, xxxi, xliii-xliv ; by comman- 
ders of ships, xix, 44-5, 9S-9 ; 
preventive measures, 92, 136, 258, 
466, 7S7, S06-7 ; ships searched 
for, 462, 538, 588, 617, 711-2. 

^Private, 328, 499, 501, 803, 970; 

regulations for, 92, 647. i 

Treasure, see Bullion. 

Treasury, Committee of, see Commit- 
tee of Treasury. 

Treaty, between England and France, 
121. 

Tret (allowances made for wear, damage 
or deterioration in goods during 
transit from one place to another), 
402, 1102. 

Trichinopoly, Madras, xviii. 

Trimohini, Jessore Dist., Bengal, 
977-8, 1104. 

Triton (ship), I, 5, lo-i, 16, 17X, 177. 

Commander, sec Harris, Frauds. 

Trivadi, French camp at, xviii. 

True Briton (ship), 1-3, 5-6, lo-i, 16, 
295-6, 298, 308, 329^ 7S5- 

Commander, see Broadley, Capt. 

Henry. 

Tryal (snow), 290-2, 296, 304, 351, 
356, 360 ; sold, 357. 

Captain, see Taylor, Capt. Frauds. 

Tiyall (sloop), 246. 

Tucker, Henry St George, on indus- 
tries in Bengal, xlv. 

Tuctaesy see Tdkhta, 

Tulaji Angria, 361, 1055, 1105. 

Tullic, Timothy, Member of Court 
of Directors, 4^ 8, 35-6^ 39^ 46-7^ 
51, 116, 121, 123, 129, 169, 179. 

Tumcrick, xxxviii, 226, 228, 255, 

274> 315>453>S40> 544*627^670, 676. 
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37 

1022 

I 

1024 

15 

1026 
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7th 
Sirs, 
shodarry 
insert 
Sirs, 
guzrbnas 
12860 9001 
5992 
stimatc 

Copies of records obtained 

from India Office, 

made of the river 

het 

on 

as 

wnole 

Frank 

Banner 

Copies of records obtained 
from India Office, 


7 th (sic) 

Sir, • 
rhoddary 
insert 
Sir, 

guzrbans 

12860 (sic) 900X (sic) 
5992 (sie) 

Estimate 
Public General, 

of the river postponed 

the 

On 

ns 

whole 
Frank — 

Bennet 

Public Genera], 


bad, debts bad debts 

Copies of records obtained Public General, 
from India Office, 


black blacks 

Cartairs Carstairs 

reces recess 

Copies of records obtained Public General, 
from India Office, 

were house warehouses 

Copies of records obtained Public General, 
from India Office, 

93 

Calcutta, — Holmirs reply Calcutta, 
to the charges of the 
Council 

J. 2. Holwell J. Z. Holwell 

Thos./Boddam. Thos. Boddam. 

Copies of records obtained Public General, 
from India Office, 

222 et seq, 222 — 231. 

Coates Coales. 

Copies of records obtained Public General, 
from India Office, 

pa 222—39 pp. 232—39 

difficultie difficulties 

Shaw Amet Jung Shaw Omet Jung 


quite 

power is no more, Moni- 

ckchund Dewan whose 

councils house, I 

feared, would obstruct 

your government. His 

solidiers 

scruitiny 

requisities 

perfering 


93 

quiet 

house, I feared, would 
obstruct jour govern- 
ment. His power is 
no more. Monickchund 
Dewan, whose coundls 
soldiers 
scrutiny 
requisites 
prefeiing 



INDEX 


Turmohaxinny, see Trimohini. 
Turnerj Whichcott, Member of Court 
of Directors, 4,' 8, 35-6, 39j A^> 5 h 
66, 70, 109-10, 115, 121, 129, 169. 
Tussotc (kind of siJk), 812. 

Tutenag, JcxxviK. xliii. 167. 

Twine, 263, 338. 

Twiss, Jomes, 393, 1074. 


Rni, Rain, Ditvan of Alivardi, 
SSSj note on, 1104. 

Usgatc.Lt , 347 J Copt., 379. 

Vajjcourt, James, 407, 609, 1003; 
Alderman, xxiii, 754-5; dies in 
Black Hole. 1016. 

Vassmer, Francis, Sub-Secretary end 
Militar\’ Paymaster, 897, 909; 

deserts Fort William. 1015. 

Vcitch, Copt. Robert, of the Avsott} 
10, S02; dies, S53. 

Velvet, 140. 203, *593. 642. 

Venetian (gold coin from Venice 
long current in Indai), 592. 

Verejst, Harty, 694; Alderman, 
*xiii, 754-5; at Lakshmipur, 

941. 

Vermilion, 832. 

Vicary, William, pilot, 408, 589. 

Victualling Board, 460; see also 
Agent Victualler. 

Vijayadurg, Ratnagiri Dist,. Bombay, 
captured by the English, 1046; 
note on, 1105. 

Vincent, Capt. Frederick, of the 
Montford, 137, 7^1-2, 7 i 9 > S03-S, 
852, 890. 

Vizpgapatam, Madras, 186, 190, 
264, 295-6, 390-1, 461, 1031. 

Vizagapatam Factory, 263, 265, 
2S2, 351-2, 1053 j investment, 357, 
359- .457. 

Chief, see Prince, Richard. 


Wager (ship), 14,22,279,500,502, 
538-9, 542-4, 552, 555, *:62, 587, 
615, 617, 627-8, 640, 642, 648, 
650. 739, 847. 

•_Captain» see Hindman, Capt. 
Joswh. 

Wiijid. Khwajoh, xsevii, 614, 704, 
1054; Kaltpetre contract wth 
Cov, xiii, 78, 216, 671, 674-7; 
dispute with Coy re. Dipchand^s 
deposit. 23j 6i>6, 935; me- 

diates in Armenian dispute, 320; 
mediates between Coy and Sira- 
jud-Daulab, loix, 1013, 1024-6, 
1060 ; note on , 1093 . 


Wake (ship). Captain of, see Norton 
Capt, , 

Wake, Willicm., Governor of Bom^ 
bay, 283. 289- 342. 409. 

Waclott Bnsiyn Edward, survives 
Black Hole, 1010, 1017, 1022-3, 
1065, 1087. loSy, 

W’^alkcr- Mordccai, Supercaigo in 
China, ix, 173. 

Waller, Samuel, Member of Dacca 
Council, 694. io?o. 

Walmslc^', Capt. , 902, 

Walpole (ship), 118, 124, 1315^38-?^ 
152- 162, 164^ 170? 3-1O3 349-50, 
352- 356, 358-63, 4093 44ij 455, 
458, 460, 462, 483“4» 490, 503, 
5995 672. 

* — ^Captain, see Lowe, Capt. Ben- 
jamin; Fowler- Francis. 

Wj Ipolc. Richard, Commander of 
the Houf^hten^ 54. 

Walpole, Thomas, Member of Court 
of Directors, 4, 8, 35-6, 465 no. 
Walsh, John, Member of Madras 
Council, 489. 

Walter, Henry, pilot, 64c. 

Wendiwash, North Arcot Dist., 
Madras, viii. 

Ward, Capt. Edward, of the Yerft, ip, 
786, 800-2, 851, 853; of the Warvneky 
183, t88, 255, 257. 

Warehouse, land purchased for, 1485 
see also Committee of Warehouse; 
Import Warehouse. 

Warehouse-Keeper, 112, 217, 255, 
259 j 262-6, 270, 275, 290, 297, 328, 
339^ 361-2, 415, 457. 464. 488, 

^91, 497, 506, 542-3. 570. 658, 
664, 688, 78S-9, 906; see also Export- 
Warehouse-Keeper; Import-Ware-. 
house-Keeper. 

Warren (ship), i, 5, lo-l, 37-8, 46-7> 
52, 55, 441-2, 462, 482, 484, 486, 
491-2, 496, 504. 517. 523. 599. 671>- 
799, 801; mutiny aboard, 461, 

Commander, see Glover, Capt. 

Alphonsus. 

Warsvick (ship), 37-8, 172-3. 175. 
177-9. 183, 254-5. 257-8, 262, . 
265, 273, 276-8, 282, 500, 502,540, 
67I5 859. 

Commander, see Ward, Capt 

Edward; Webb, Capt Nicholas. 
Watson, Admiral Charles, xvi, 40-1, 
176-7: captures Vijayadurg, 1105. 
Watts, WilUam, 306, 399. 497. 56J, . 
569-70, 582, 1021; on fortification 
of Fort William and mint at Calcutta, 
xii-xiil, 68, 882-8; Chief of Cossim- 
bazar, xxviii, 609, 726, 736-7, 829 > 
860, 929-31. 933. 935. 959. 985-71 
on protection to Rajballabh*s family> 
xxix, xxxiii, 1043-6; imprisoned by 
Siratud-Daulah, xxxiv-xxxv, 10C8-9, 
TOTi, 1014, 1028, 1033, 1050-2. . 
Wndicaies himself, xxxvi; Member..,, 
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For ; 

Copies of records obtRined 
from India Office^ 

Gobindaram 

at Calcutta in 1727 by a 
Royal Charter, 

bar d hand-clapping to 
attract, a notice. 

Backcrganj 

July 

Cuttack 

Scir^Mutahhcrin 

1714 - 

Golumhassum 

Scir^Mittakherin 

Plaistcad 

Dougazapatamn 

now 

* Scit-Minahheriyi * 
Bridjoos 

N0.37— ^ ^ 75 -/- 

1 . Mill Muwafiq 
2. Bakcrgungc 

Omcdyray 
Burdwan Raja • 
Aurangabad 
Sahib Khan 

11 . (p. 1035 ) 

Khan and not Shahmat 
Jang, 

Vijaydrug 

Surman 

Ms. 

BIBLIOGRAPH 
«Sctr -Mutakherin 
BIBLIOGRAPH 
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Read 

Public General, 

Gobindaram Mitra 

by a Royal Charter of 
1726, it did not start 
in Calcutta till 1728; 

hand, hand-clapping 
to attract notice. 

Backergunge 

June 

Chuttack 

Scir^uUMutakherhi 

1714-15. 

Golumhassun 

Seir^uJ-Mutahlierin 

Plaistcd 

Dougazapatam 

also 

Scir-uUMutakherin 

Bridjoo’s 

N0.34— 3 September 1753. 

I. Mill Moffick (p.681) 

^037— 4 S^tuary 1754. 

I. B^rgunge 

Omeydray 

Burdawan Rajah (p. 89Sr 

Aurangabaud 

Sahib Khan (p. 1027) 

I. Another Subah 
from DillyCp. 1035) 

Shahmat Jang, 

Vijayadurg 

Surman’s 

Mss. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Setr-uh^^utakheriu 

BIBLIOGRAPH 
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of Select Committee, 146; Member 
of Board, I 55 > 354 ^ 39I5 39 ^, 4 o 6 , 
439-40, 4^9> 454> 4S3> 4S6;7> 
532, 5373 562, 5693 575-6, 58l3„ 585> 
1036; Chief of Jagdia, 348; Collector 
of ConsulagCj 3505 Storekeeper, 424; 
Zamindar, 425; on exactions at 
chaukis, 972-73 987-9; , suggests 
compromise with Sirafud-Daulah, 
1024-6; Member of Fortifications 
Committee 1062. 

Wazeed, see Wajid, Khwajah. 
leavers, 83, 144, 280, 599, 986; 
settlement around Calcutta encour- 
aged, xl, 69-70, 84, 762-5, 857-8, 
927; at Jagdia, 372, 420, 548-9; 

. desertion, 330, 4743 5953 618. 

Webb, Capt. Nicholas, of the Warwicky 


. :>/3 */^3 ■L//3 , 

Webber, Rev, Charles, chaplain, 3115 
recalled, 400, 

Webber, Capt. William, of the Harcouriy 
117; of the Prince William, 326, 
3333 3353 338, 357-8, 361, 380, 
388, 390. 

Weddetbum, Mrs Alice, wife of Capt. 
Wedderburn, 1037, 

Wedderbum, Ensign Charles, dies in 
Black Hole, 1017. 


Wedderbum, Capt. Henry, 1038, 
1073; recommended for Jester, At- 
tendant’s post, 961-2; deserts Fort 
William, 1020, 1066. 


Weights and Measures, regulation of, 
, 165; sikka weight, 274, 276, 316. 

Wells, Lt William, engineer, 64, 831: 
to supervise work at Perrin’s, 147-8 ^ 
.790; dies, xii, 896, 939- 

West, Capt. William, 187, 752-3. 

West Coast (of Sumatra), 124, 186; 

pepper from, x 19, 540 ; see also 
.Sumatra. 

Wcstmrt, Foss, Member of Fort 
St David Couhdl, 489. 

Western, Maximilian, Member of 
Court of Directors, xx6, X2X, 123, 

129, 169, 176, 179- 

Weston, Capt. William, of the 

ExetcTy 183, 185-6, 260-3, 272, 315, 
323; returns to England, 627. 

Wheat, xxxviii, xlvi, 263, 289, 323. 

White Town (Europteh quarter), 
Calcutta, 91. 

Whitinl, Capt. John, dies, 348. 

Wilberfofce, Wflliaihi jun.. Member of 
C6urt of Directors,’ 4, 8, 35, 39, 

_46-7> 5^^ 66, 69-70, 109-10. 

Wilder, Richard, sericulturist, xlii. 

Wilkinson, Robert, writer, 4, 8> 27; 
kUled, 1015, 1075. 

Wii^am (ship), 186. 

Williams, John, Commander of tht 
Hcuor, 1I7, 

'^tUams, Richard, 422, 475-6. 

Williamson, George, writer, . 152. 


Wills, Capt, Edward> of the Bllzabeth * 

. 339. 717. 850, 853, 87t. 

Willy, William, Member of Court of 
Directors, 4i 8, 35-6, 39, 46-7^ 51 ^ 
66, 69-70, 109-10, 1x5. 

Wilson, George, Commander of the 
Kenty 10, 858, 

Wilson, Nathaniel, surgeon’s mate, 
552; Surgeon, 741, 870-1; imprison- 
ed, 1030. 

Wilson, William, (Commander of the 
^ Suffolk, 117. 

Winchelsca (ship), x, 73* 77> 128; 

♦ 154, 188, 256, 264i 283, 289, 296, 
307-8, 706, 712-4, 718, 720, 755* 
780, 873-5^ 801-4, 836, 848, 856, 
858, 888, 890* 

— Commander, see Baron, Capt. 

. Christopher. 

Wine, 58, 77, 122, 179, 266, 278, 500; 

. see also Madeira Wine. 

Winter, James, Member of Court of 
Directors, 47, 51. 

Winter, Thomas, Commander of the 
Delawary 117. 

Witherington, Capt. Lawrence, 438, 
551-2, 941, 943, 1064, 1083; manu- 
factures gunpowder, 77^ 381, 5^9^ 
665, 702, 752, 998; dies in Black 
. Hole, 10x6. 

Wogan, William, Member of Dacca 
Council, suspected of illegal gains, ^ 
85> 107; resigns, 661, 

Wollaston (Woolaston), Francis, 477; 
dies, 521. 

Wood, Francis, Supercargo, 55. 

Wood, John, free merchant, 318; 
granted pass for coastal trade, xlv. 
629-30; ordered to return to England, 

955 700-1, 769-70; suit against 
Ramjiban Kaviraj, 895, 909. 

Wood, Richard, Supercargo, 118. 

Wood, Capt. Richard, of the Colchester, 

296,309. 

Wood, see also Finley, Oliver and Wood* 
Woolhead, Willie, 573-4, 577. 

Woollen Goods, 2, 6-7, XX9, 137, 140J 
x86, 270-1, 298, 329, 635-6; from 
Tibet, xxxix; sale, xliii, 16-73 59 > 
76-7, 239-40, 340, 362-3, 41 15 463-55 
502-3, 541-3, 592, 619, 627, 641, 658, 
673-4, 720-2, 786,807-8,892-3, 906-73 
916, 964, 991; for China, i, ix, 54, 

118, I7;2; for Persia, 119, 174; 
clandestine import, 136; varieties in 
demand, 809-zo; see also Broad- 
cloth ; Cloth; Perpet, 

Worcester (ship), 172-3. 

Commander, sea Tiddeman, Capt 

Edward. 

Worth, Capt. Isaac, of the Houghtony 
183, 185, 259-64, 266. 

Writers, E.I. Coy^s, 157, 382, 834; 
appointments, 4, 8, 27, 65, 93, 152; 
restrictions on use of palanquin by. 
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LETTER FROM COURT 


12. V/oe have stipulated with the owners of the several ships 
taken up this season with regard to kintladgo, that the Drake 
and Earl of Holdcrncsse for China directly, the Prince George 
for Bencoolen and Cliina, the Bombay Castle, Rhoda and Prince 
of Wales for Fort St. George and China, and the Exeter for St. 
Helena and Bencoolen are to carry wliole kintladge in iron, 
that is to say, sixteen tons for every one hundred tons they 
are lett for, the ships Hardwick, Eastcourt and Duke of Dorsett 
for the Coast and Bay are to carry none, but the ships Edgecote, 
Stretham and Houghton for Bombay are to carry half kintladge 
in iron, that is to say, eight ions for each one hundred tons they 
are lett for. 


13. Although wee have given you the above information, you 
must always carefully inspect every ship’s charlerparty that 
you may have any concern with and it is the more necessary 
to do so as there are at present in India ships of different seasons 
and consequently different proportions of this article, and you 
must attend to what we have frequently directed in order to 
prevent mistakes in calculating the tonnage of any ship — ^that 
the iron kintladge is to be reckoned a part of the tonnage and 
as and for so many tons in goods as the charteiparty mentions 
there are tons of iron kintladge. You are likewise to take 
notice that the kintladge is always full 16 tons for each 100 
tons every ship is lett for qither in iron or goods, and conse- 
quently if there is no iron kintladge mentioned in the charter- 
party, that proportion is to be supplied with saltpetre; if only 
8 per cent in iron is mentioned then the other 8 per cent is 
to be made up with saltpetre, but if 16 per cent in iron is 
mentioned then you are not obliged to load any saltpetre unless 
to compleat the charterpai'ty tonnage. 


14. As we have had so few ships from the Coast arid Bay 
this year, wee have among other articles been greatly disappoint- 
ed in the quantity of saltpetre wee had reason to expect, and as 
the quantity wee would gladly have laden on the several ships 
,To be dispatched from the three Presidencys in the season of 
1755 should amount to 2000 tons in the whole, you ai'e therefore 
to make an early provision thereof accordingly upon the best 
terms you can. This will be a probable method of getting a 
ship or two extraordinary off the hands of our three Presidencys 
and therefore wee recommend it to you to make the propper 
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reason still subsisting, wee have now given the same liberty and 
under the like restriction with regard to the wine to be consigned 
ta you in the Hardwick. 

19. You must cause a careful survey to be taken of the said 
wine and if it has suffered by bad stowage or unusual leakage^ 
you must oblige the commander to make good the damage. 

20. Captain Samson and his ship’s company have the usual 
indulgence of twenty pipes of wine; if that quantity is exceeded,, 
the surplus is contraband and seizable and you are to put into- 
execution the orders wee have repeatedly given in such cases.. 

21. The freighters of silver, coral and other licensed trade- 
have agreed as usual that if any ship or ships on which such, 
articles are laden shall proceed to Bengal without touching, 
at Fort St. George or on the other hand arrive at Fort St. George 
and do not proceed to Bengal, that the President and Coimcil 
at either place may forward the same agreeable to the original 
consignment on any of our European ships at the risque *of the- 
said freighters but without any further charge to them. 

22. Being satisfyed that you and our servants at Fort St. 
George must have more ships on your hands than you can 
provide loadings for, you must concert together the proper 
measures to employ in the most profitable manner on freight 
voyages or otherways such ass cannot be returned to us the 
season of their arrival and you are to act herein with that 
integrity and publick spirrit which the duty you owe to your 
employers requires of you. 

23. Such ships are to be dispatched home first which have 
been longest out, and in order that as many may be sent home 
as possible, no ship is to have more than her charterparty 
tonnage (after making the usual allowances for deficiencys in 
weight), unless you can spair goods without prejudice to the 
loading of any other ship or ships. 

24. Our servants at Fort St. George have directions to forward 
to you ny the Hardwick and all other safe conveyances as 
large proportion of the treasure consigned to them on that 
ship, the Bombay' Castle, Rhoda 'and Prince of Wales as they 
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indulgence with the utmost integrity and lay it aside again 
upon the first favourable occasion. And here it is necessary 
you should be acquainted that the course cloth and long ell? 
•which wee have bought for this year’s export are in general 
considerably cheaper than those of former years and at the 
same time not’ inferior in quality. 


29. Wee now transmit you a list of the investment to be 
made at your Presidency for the ships to be dispatched in the 
•year 1755, the directions and observations wherein are to be 
duely attended to and complyed with. 


30. Upon a perusal of your general letter of the 3rd of 
September 1753 and of the Consultations and papers relative 
■to the method of making your investment, wee are fully convinc- 
sed of the necessity you were under of laying aside your dadney 
merchants®, and in general approve of the plann you proceeded 
upon of sending gomastahs to the several aurungs^ to purchase 
goods immediately on our accounts, and wee observe by your 
last advices that, considering how late in the season it was 
^before you carried it into execution, it has been attended with 
more success than could be expected, and wee have reason to 
believe wee shall feel the advantagious effects in your following 
year’s investment. It has been intimated that there has been 
thoughts of taking into consideration whether thiss,,new method 
of providing the investment should be continued or annulled, 
and indeed an expression to that purpose in a letter 
from the President and Mr. Cruttenden dated 18th January 
1754 gives us some reason to believe there was such an intention, 
but wee hope you have not deviated from your said plann 
without the most evident necessity. Wee shall defer giving 
you our further thoughts or directions upon this branch of our 
affairs until wee send them in our general letter, excepting that 
wee cannot but observe there is one principal defect in your 
new plann, which is that all the correspondence with the aurungs 
centers in the Warehousekeeper; although "vyee have a due sence 
of the integrity and abHitys .of Mr. Manningh^ who fills that 
•station, yet wee think it a matter of too great consequence to 
be entrusted with any one person whatsoever, and therefore 
wee possitively direct that for the future the advices to and 
from the gomastahs at the several aurungs be carried on by a 
■committee to be composed of the President the second in Council 
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33. Wee are sencible of the difficulty of making an estimate 
Jto any degree of certainty of the charge of the works projected 
by Col. Scott but wee hope the further experience that gentle- 
man must have gained with regard to the prizes of materials 
and labour will have enabled him to send us one by the ships 
•of the following season; if not, wee must desire he will form 
-and send us one as soon as he can; wee shall consider it as an 
'estimate only and make all due allowances accordingly. 


34. Wee observe Col. Scott laid a project before the' Board 
'for securing our settlement from any attacks from the country 
■forces which you were of opinion in the present juncture ought 
to be guarded against especially as the expence would not be 
•considerable, and that you had therefore approved of it and 
.given him directions to set about it accordingly. Wee have 
'Considered the said project, dated the 11th of Feby 1754 and 
examined the planns referred to, and upon the whole think you 
“have acted very right in consenting to its being carried into 
•execution. 


■ 35. As it appears, the enclosing Calcutta according to this 
project might be finished in one season (so much being already 
•done to your hands and having very little buildings of either 
'brick or wood to erect), wee shall expect to hear by your next 
-advices that it is very near if not entirely compleated. 


36. It being of great importance to the Company that the 
•great sums of money which will be unavoidably expended upon 
the works should be applied properly and honestly, wee there- 
fore expect and direct that you do, in concert with Col. Scott 
•or in his absence with whoever else he shall have authorized 
to act as his representative, consider of and fix upon a propper 
method for carrying on the fortifications and works honestly, 
frugally and effectively. Although wee cannot so well form 
.-a plaim of such method as you who are on the spott, yet the 
following articles must make a part of it and be punctually 
•eomplied with, ' 


37. Col. Scott is to be present at every consultation whenever 
■any affair relative to the fortifications and works are imder con- 
isideration and in particular at the purchase of all meterials. 
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hereby confirm the appointment of Messrs; Barker and Wells 
to be engineers and of all such others as Col. Scott has found 
to be propper subjects. 

45. No person is to be employed or paid as an engineer^ 
although recommended or appointed by you, without the appro- 
bation of Col. Scott. 

46. You are to regulate all payments of workmen and for 
materials in a just and equitable manner and take particular 
care that no dishonest gains are made by any of our servants 
in the- exchange of money or in any other shape whatsoever 

47. As wee have a great opinion of the abllitys as well as 
the integrity of Col. Scott, you are to give all due attention to 
such observations as he shall at any time lay before you tending, 
to the Company’s advantage, and laying aside all selfish views, 
you are upon fair and candid examination to carry them into 
execution, so far as they relate to the conducting in a more 
regular manner not only the business of his particular depart- 
ment of Engineer General but any other branches of our 
affairs. 

48. Col. Scott’s assistants are to be assisted and supported in. 
the execution of all such orders and instructions as he shall 
from time to time think necessary to give them which are not. 
repugnant to the Company’s interest. 

. . 49. You are to provide a house or convenient apartments for- 
Col. Scott at our expehce during his residence in Bengal or 
make him a reasonable allowance in money for one. . . 

. 50. You are with Col. Scott to consider the abilitys and 
services. of such assistants who shall or may be employed under 
him and give them all fitting and due encouragement, but wee- 
earnestly recommend it both to you and Col. Scott to consider ' 
the present scituation of the Company and confine such allow- 
ances within the most reasonable bounds. ^ 

■ i ■ • _ ■ ■ ' , . . 

51. As the works at your Presidency will be of great utilitjr 
to the inhabitants in general, it is highly reasonable they should 
bare some part of the expence of .them; wee therefore direct that- 
you immedia-lely take into consideration what new or additional' 



29 NOVEMBER 1754 


55 


9. Wee propose to dispatch the ships Duke of Dorsett and 
Eastcourt for Fort St. George and Bengal about the 18th of 
Jany. next and the ships Edgecote, Stretham, and Houghton 
for Bombay about the 18th of March. 

10. The Supracargoes chosen and appointed this season for 
conducting our affairs in China are viz., 

For the Drake to be dispatched from hence this season 
and the Warren expected at Canton next year from 
the Malabar coast Messrs. Frederick. Pigou, 
Thomas Lockwood, Richard Peisley, Francis Wood 
and Thomas Smith. 

For the Prince George and Rhoda Messrs. Henry Palmer^ 
George Mandevile, Francis Kinnersley, John 
Goodere and Robt. John Harrison. 

* For the Earl of Holdernesse Mr. Samuel Harrison now in 
China, Mr. Thomas Fitzhugh who takes his passage 
from hence in the said ship and Mr. James Flint 
now in China. 

For the ships Bombay Castle and Prince of Wales Messrs. 
John Misenor, Samuel Harrison and Alexander 
Hume who were directed to continue in China the 
year 1755., 

For such ships as shall or may arrive or be ac Canton in 
the year 1755 from any of our settlements in India 
destitute of Supracargoes Messrs. Frederick Pigou, 
Thomas Lockwood, Richard Peisley and Francis 
Kinnersley. 

The beforementioned gentlemen are formed into other 
setts for different purposes which it is not necessary 
to mention to yon. 

• 

11. Such orders as shall be given by Roger Drake, Richard 
Chauncy, William Mabbott and Jones Raymond Esqrs, who are 
our present Secret Committee, are to be duly attended to and 
observed by such person or persons to whome they shall he 
directed- 
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Fort St. George, but as there has been and there still may be- 
in imavoidable necessity lor it, wee must depend upon -yours 
and Col. Scott’s best endeavours under these circumstances to- 
keep up the garrison in the most respectable condition you., 
can. Col. Scott has hinted to us that there are a sett of men 
called Rashpoots,® natives on the banks of the Ganges near 
Patna who are gentoos of the fighting cast, and is of opinion that, 
if they are properly disciplined they will make excellent soldiers. 
Wee think in the present dilemma this project deserves attention 
and therefore you are with Col. Scott to give it a due considera- 
tion, and if you find it useful and practicable, wee give you leave- 
to recruit your garrison with a sufficient body of those people. 

We are, 

Your loving friends, 

R. Drake /Richd Chauncy/W. Mabbott/N. Newnham Junr./.‘ 
John Payne/Cha. Cutts/Whichcott Turner/P. Godfrey/; 
Rob, Jones/W. Willy/Cha. Gough/W. Wilberforce Junr./ 
Hy. Crabb Boulton/Z. P. Fonnereau/Nichs. Linwood/.' 
Stephen Law. 

London, 

29th November, 1754. 

(Ref. — Copies of records obtained from India Office Vol. 13,. 
1754/55, pp. 75—95. 

Paras. 31 — 52 published in Wilson’s Old Fort William Vol. 11 ’ 
pp. 14—18.) 


10 

LETTER DATED 29 NOVEMBER 1754 

The Council advised to obvain the prior permission of the- 
Naw'ab. for the fortifications of Fort William and establishment 
of a mint at Calcutta — William Watts recommended as the most 
suitable man for conducting negotiations with the Nawab, 

T O the President of Fort William and Chief of Cossimbuzar- 
. for the time being, allso to Lieut. Col. Caroline Frederick. 
Scott and Mr. Charles Mahhingham or in the absence of Col.. 
Scott to the other three gentlemen. 
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use of it, making up every ship’s, charterparty tonnage with , a 
large proportion of that article. You must take care to supply 
Eort St. George with a sufficient quantity for the ships which will 
be finally dispatched from -thence and you must forward to 
Bombay by the first conveyance 300 tons at least but you, must ~ 
send as much more as our President and Couhcil shall advise you 
may be necessary. 

15. If you can spair saltpetre to any ships without prejudice 
to the dispatch of others, you may load on every ship over and 
above the charterparty tonnage to the amount of .50 tons and 
«ven larger proportions if it shall appear necessary for facilitat- 
ing the bringing home the beforementioned quantity of 2000 
tons at least, provided the commanders request for such surplus 
saltpetre at the low freight, and in order for your knowing 
how to act in this affair, you must make a calculation of what 
may be probably laden from Fort St. George and Bombay, 
which you may very well do by observing what supplys have 
been or are intended to be forwarded thither, and govern your- 
selves accordingly with regard to the ships to be dispatched 
home by you. 

16. Wee expect you will use your utmost endeavours in 
concert with our other Presidencys to send home as many of 
the ships as are at present biuihened with as possible, and wee 
must remind you of our frequent orders for dispatching one 
or two early ships from Bengal as being of the greatest im- 
portance to us in many respects. 


17. In the preceding part of this letter you are acquainted 
the Hardwick is to call at Madeira for wine; wee have given 
directions to our correspondents there to ship three hundred 
pipes of the best wine the island produces and consign 150 pipes 
to om President and Coimcil at Fort St. George and the other 
150 pipes to you. 

18. As wee observed in our last year’s letters that the number 
■of servants, civil and military, at Fort St. George greatly ex- 
ceeded that at your Presidency and therefore then gave the 
President and Council hberty to detain out of the 150 pipes 
consigned to you by the St. George any quantity not exceeding 
60 pipes if really wanted and in that case only, the same 

V 
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4. There is nnolher object of imporlnnce to the Com- 
pany the acconiplishini; wtiereof luis iHjon strenuousiy recom- 
mended in our Ictteiv- of the H>li» of January nr)2 and the 23rd 
of January 1754 to Uie Prosiilenl and r.ccot^d in Council for 
the lime beim»; wee mean the procuring from the Country 
Government a projjpor ;;i‘anl or authority for cr.tablisltinn a 
mint at Calcutta, and j»ave them authority to apply any r^ums 
of money for that purpose not exceedinit one hundred thousand 
rupees in the whole. Wee now empower you to pursue the 
directions f^ivan in tlu>;;e letters (exlraclr. from which wee now 
enclo.se) and you are hi;reby directed to use Vfiur utmost en- 
deavour.'; to obt.ain a jtrant accordiuftly, provided the expence 
doe.s not exceed one hundred thousand rupees as is before- 
mentioned. 

.5. As the country Goveinment have always .shown more pre- 
ferable marks of favour to the Fnplish than to the other 
European nations, wee have preat hopes that you will be able 
to succeed in both the beforementioned points and for much 
less .sums than wee have limrnited you to expend, but at the 
same time wee know it will greatly depend upon the trans- 
actions being carried on at the Durbar by our own .scr\'ants with- 
out the intervention of vackcels^ who by experience wee find arc 
not to be depended upon, and are always running us into 
extravagant oxponcos in whatever they are employed. Mr. Walts- 
who. wee arc acquainted, undcr.sland,s the language well is 
therefore to negotiate these affairs under your directions, or in 
case of his death or absence some other of our servants with 
the like qualification must be fixed upon. 

6. In the application with regard to the fortifications the 
propper use must bo made of the right wee apprehend the 
royal phirmaunds have conveyed to us for cariydng on what 
works wee think propper in the places thorobj' granted to us. 
You must at the same time make the Government sencible that 
wee have no intentions to render ourselves formidable to them, 
that our only view in erecting any works is to protect our 
property against the attempts and designs of any European 
power; which at the same time may be the means of preserving 
the tranquillity of the country in general. 

7. Wee have been informed that when Sir Francis Russell® 
was Chief of Cossimbuzor, the country Government offered a 
grant for a mint at Calcutta for a sum far short of what wee 



29 N0VEJVI;BER 1754 


59 » 

can possibly spair, and are told that the earlier they do it the- 
greater will be the service. 

25. The treasure by the latter ships will be consigned as. 
usual to you but as they will touch first at Fort St. George the- 
President and Council will have liberty to detain so much of 
it only as will be absolutely necessary; what is to be forwarded 
to you as well what wee have laden on those as the first sett- 
of ships, is to be in the proportions of bullion and rupees which, 
you shall or many advise them will be most suitable to you. 

26. If is with concern wee observe by your last advices that 
woollen goods were such heavy articles and that you had 
thought it necessary to send a considerable part of what re- 
mained on your hands to be disposed of at Bombay, where like- 
wise wee find it was thought by the President and Council, 
they could not easily be disposed of, without prejudicing their 
o^vn sales, and had thoughts of returning them to Bengal. Not- 
withstanding the accounts wee have received from you are- 
some thing discouraging, yet still desirous of promoting the- 
national advantage and hoping for a favourable turn in the 
Indian markets, wee shall comply with the indents from the 
several parts of India at" least, which, although very far short; 
of what has been annually sent for three years past, yet may, 
with what remains on hand, be rather an overstock. Wee shall 
therefore depend upon your exerting yourselves to promote- 
the sales thereof to the utmost of yoiur power. 

27. And here it may be necessary you should be informeu 
that our exports of broad cloth this season will be about 333' 
bales to your Presidency (although you have not indented for- 
any) 500 bales to Fort St. George, 1130 bales to Bombay and 
240 bales to Persia. 

28. Wee observe that you put up the woollen goods to sale- 
at an advance of 15 per cent, upon the invoice price, agreeable 
TO our former orders but that they would not sell at that rate: 
under the like circumstances in future, wee do hereby dispence- 
vj/ith your observing those orders and do authorize you to lower 
tUai’ rate discretionally at future sales in order to find the real 
market price and sell them accordingly, provided you do not 
put them up under the invoice price, but wee insist upon the- 
sales being as publick as possible and that you make use o" N 
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or in his absence the next in station to him (the Major excepted)- 
and the Export Wareliousekeeper, which committee is to report, 
its proceedings from time to time to the Board. 

31. As wee are desircous of having the fortifications and, 
works at Fort William begun and carried on without loss of 
lime, wee make use of this first opportunity, since the receipt 
of Col. Scott’s letters noticed in the beginning of this letter, ta 
send you our directions and sentiments on this subject. 
Although wee choose to convey them through the propper 
channel of a general letter, they are to operate in as full and. 
eflectual a manner as if they were particularly addressed to our 
Engineer General and you arc accordingly to communicate them* 
as well as all others relative to this subject from time to time 
to Col. Scott or whomsoever else they may concern, being, 
intended as instructions, directions and authoritys as well for 
that gentleman as you our President and Council. 

32. Upon carefully attending to the project for amending; 
and enlarging Fort William as contained in a letter from Col. 
Scott, dated the 6th of Jany. 1754 and upon inspecting the planns 
therein referred to, wee entirely agree with him in opinion that 
the present scituation of Fort William is to be preferred to 
any other cither dowm the stream towards Gobinpore** or up 
the river towards Perrin Point® and in general wee approve of 
Col. Scott’s project as well in point of scituation as the several 
alterations and additions to the present works, which wee would 
have carried into execution accordingly. Wee are sencible, in- 
the progress of the work new thoughts may arise and some 
alterations and deviations from the plann may be found neces- 
sary; yet as wee hope they will not be very material, wee do em- 
power you and Col. Scott to execute his plann with such altera- 
tions as shall be thought necessary, but notwithstanding anjr 
thing in the beforegoing directions you are hereby ordered not to- 
begin or make any progress in the beforementioned fortifications 
and works until you have the sentiments, leave and concurrence 
of the President of Ft. William and Chief of Cossimbuzar for* 
the time being, allso of Lieut. Col. Scott and Mr. Charles- 
Maningham to whome wee have given some particular instruc- 
tions on this subject in a letter of this day’s date directed to 
those gentlemen only. In the absence of Col. Scott, the other- 
three gentlemen are hereby empowered to act and carry .into- 
excculion the said instructions. 
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use it was intended for was concealed until possession was 
obtained. Wee very much approve of the design and although 
wee hope it will be carried into execution before this comes to 
your hands, yet least any unforeseen difficultys have retarded 
it and secrecy may be still necessary, you are hereby directed 
to take such measures for perfecting it as you shall judge 
propper and communicate the whole in due season to our 
President and Council, who are then to make the utmost 
advantage of the labours of such a useful sett of people, consis- 
tent with the good usage that will be necessary to make them 
easy and willing to live under our protection. 

We are, 

Your loving friends, 

R. Drake/Richd. Chauncy/W. Mabbott/M. Impey/John 
Payne /Whichcott Turner/J. Raymond/Thos. Phipps/ 
Nichs Linwood/W. Willy/Hy. Crabb Boulton/Z. P. Fon- 
nereau/Cha. Gough/Cha. Cutts/Stephen Law/y\/m. 
Wilberforce Junr. 

London, 

31st January, 1755. 

(Ref. — Copies of records obtained from India Office Vol. 18. 
1754/1755, pp. 106-107.) 
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The Bengal Council ordered to work in concert with Fort 
St. George Council in shipping matters — orders to appoint a 
supervising committee for correspondence with the several 
aurangs — weavers to he encouraged to settle near Calcutta— 
the Armenians to pay consulage — instructions to keep the 
Darbar m good humour by timely presents — works of fortifica- 
tion to he expedited — the Courifs appreciation of J. Z. HolwelVs 
services and their sentiments regarding the office of Zamindar— 
orders for all' the Companies ships going to the Coromandel coast 
to land their cargoes at Fort St. George — remarks on the jurisdic- 
tion of the Mayor’s Court. 

OUR President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 
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38. Wee absolutely forbid the Paymaster, Storekeeper or any 
-other of our servants whatsoever furnishing bricks, chunam, 
timber or any other materials whatsoever on their .own private 
■accounts directly or indirectly. 

39. You are to give all fitting encouragement for the importa- 
tion into your bounds of all sorts of materials as well as for the 
making of bricks by as many different persons as possible and 
.you are with the utmost care to prevent all monopolys of 
materials. 

40. You are to give publick notice that you will receive 
•proposals in writing at Boards to be held for the purpose from 
all persons indifferently (our own servants excepted), who are 
willing to furnish you with materials of all kinds, and the person 
•or persons who offer at the lowest rates, provided the materials 
are good, are to be contracted with. 

41. You are to purchase no bricks but of such a size as Col. 
•Scott or his delegates shall approve of, which wee are informed 
i'Should measure when burnt 11 inches long, inches broad and ' 
2 inches thick. 

42. It Col. Scott or any person or persons acting under his 
.authority shall find any material bad, insufficient or which 
:shall be deemed not fitt for use, they are to absolutely reject 
.and return them, and you are to gett them replaced or paid for 

by the person or persons of whom you purchased them. 

43. The Paymasters, Storekeepers, Buxeys or whoever else 
: shall have the care of materials are to furnish Col. Scott or 
his delegates with such as they shall want from time to time 
for immediate expence who are to keep propper accounts of 
them; however you are to give Col. Scott or his delegates such 

'directions for keeping those accounts as may make them 

• coincide with your general books. 

44. Col. Scott is to employ as many engineers to assist in 
•carrying on the works as he shall think necessary consistsnT 

with a prudent frugality, and upon his fixing upon any 

• or persons qualified for that station, which he is hereby 
rized to do on all vacancys, you are to appoint them 
'unless you have material objections to the contraiy- 
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the said ship’s arrival in the East Indies and having delivered., 
the government’s stores and the Company’s effects and pas- 
sengers, she is to be at the entire disposal of the owners upon, 
condition that she shall not be sold to the French or any other 
European nation, and that at whatever settlement she shall 
happen to be disposed of, the Governor and Council are to take- 
security of the person or persons who purchase her that they 
will agree to the said condition. We are to pay the owners for 
the hire the sum of three thousand five hundred pounds, viz,,. 
one moiety in England, one fourth part on her departure from 
Fort St. George and the remaining fourth part on the final 
delivery of her consignments in Bengal. We are likewise to 
pay her... pounds a head for every soldier and passenger; 
if she is detained at her consigned ports, for the delivery of.’ 
her cargo more than thirty days in the whole, we are to pay 
after the rate of eight pounds, seven shillings and eight pence 
a day for the time of such detention. This is a summary 
account of our agreement with the owners, which is intended 
for your immediate information. What further shall be neces- 
sary, together with the charterparty and other useful papers- 
will be sent you on the ship itself., 

7. It was our first intentions that the said ship should carry 
all the stores and necessaries for His Majesty’s service 
but the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty having, 
intimated that there will be a want of beef and pork in the 
squadron before she will probably arrive in India, we have 
permitted the shipping a quantity on the Eastcourt and Duke 
of Dorset amounting to about sixty tons on each ship; this, 
has in some measure prevented our sending all the consign- 
ments for the Company intended for your Presidency which, 
will therefore be conveyed to you in the Dodington. 

8. We have reminded our President and Council at Fort- 
St. George of the advantage the early arrival of the ships- 
Eastcourt and Duke of Dorset in Bengal must be to uS; we 
expect therefore that they will be detained no longer than is* 
absolutely necessary. 

9. We have carefully perused your answers to the complaints 
made in our letter of the 24th January 1753 with respect to- 
the employment, dispatch and other matters relative to. cur 
shipping, and we cannot help saying that they do not give iis- 
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'duty or dutys can be.levyed on imports, exports or in any other 
:shape whatsoever that shall appear the most equal in -general 
and least burthensome on the poorer sort of inhabitants, and you 
are to levy a reasonable duty accordingly and carry the produce 
thereof to account in your general books under a new head 
and- you are to levy such duty until you have our orders to 
discontinue it. 

52. Wee find you have taken Mr. O’Hara one of the young- 
'engineers who went out under the care of the late Mr. Robbiiis 

into our ser\dce as a covenant servant, a step which you had 
no authority for, without our particular directions, and as wee 
are in want of engineers and are satisfyed by the accoimts wee 
have had of him as well from Col. Scott as others that he ^vill 
be of most use to us in that capacity, wee cannot agree as yet 
to admit him upon the line of covenant servants at Bengal or 
-elsewhere, and therefore until further orders he is to continue 
under the direction of Col. Scott, but he may be assured and 
so may the other young gentlemen in the likewise scituation, 
wee mean such as wee appointed assistants to Mr. Robbins, that 
when they are admitted upon the line of covenant servants 
they shall rank agreeable to our promise. 

53. Wee have permitted Mr. William Rider a jvriter upon 
your establishment, w’ho came to England for the refcoVery of his 
'health, to return to his station; his absence is to be no hinderance 
to his ranking in the same manner he would have done had 
he not come to England. 

54. Wee have chosen the eight following named writers for 
•our service in Bengal viz., John Dod, Richard Torriano, John 
Burdett, William Knapton, Henry Lushington, George Ballard, 
Trancis Charlton, and George Gray, who are to take rank in the 
-order they are here placed; the greater part, if not all of them, 
take their passage on the Hardwicke. 


55. Wee intend to send on the ships bound to Bengal as 
many recruits for your military as they can conveniently carry 
'but as those ships will call first at Fort St. George, wee'cainriot'- 
help giving leave to the President and Council to detain all or as 
many of them as the circumstances of our affairs may require. 
V/ee are sencible of the difficultys you lie under by- recnrits 
intended for your Presidency being thus annually stopped at 
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it appears ne had monopolized those articles under the specious 
pretence of fulfilling his contract, during the time he had, with 
your connivance, forced himself into the post of Suporintendant 
of. the Marine; if such methods arc pursued we can expect 
nothing but gross impositions and if we find any future 
instances of the like kind we shall highly resent them. 

Secondly f oj goods from Europe or from one part of India to 

another. 

20. We have consigned to you on these ships, the Eastcourt 
and Duke of Dorset, one hundred and sixty chests of treasure 
viz., eighty on each ship as also to a large amount in woollen 
goods, copper, lead, iron and other goods and stores for sale 
and use, for the particulars of which wc refer you to 
the respective invoices. 

21. The President and Council of Fort St. George have 
directions as usual to take out and coin as much of the bullion 
abovementioned as you shall have advised them may be neces- 
sary for you, and they are forbid detaining any part thereof 
unless obliged to do so by absolute necessity, and wc hope you 
will not only receive the whole amount of the treasure by 
these ships but likewise a considerable proportion of that con- 
signed to our said President and Council by the ships Hardwick^, 
Bombay Castle, Rhoda and Prince of Wales. 

22. In our last letter you were acquainted that the broad 
cloth intended for you this season would be about three 
hundred and thirty three bales. V/e are now to acquaint you 
that we have sent but about two hundred and six bales. The 
export to our other Presidencies are the same as mentioned in 
that letter. 

23. We have in general conformed to your indents as near 
as possible, which you will observe upon examining the 
invoices; the only material deviation is in the broad cloth as 
we send you the quantity above-mentioned for the reasons 
given in our last letter, although you did not indent for any. 

24. You must strictly observe what we directed in our last 
letter with regard to putting up and selling our woollen goods, 
the liberty there given being to subsist no longer than until 
you have got off the heavy stock on hand or the first favourable 
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Gentlemen, 

1. You will observe by our general letter to the President 
and Council of this day’s date that wee have approved of Col. 
Scott’s project for fortifying Fort William and have directed 
that it be carried into execution, but at the same time wee have 
ordered that they do not begin or make any progress in the 
works until they have your sentiments, leave and concurrence. 
The reason of this restriction arises from our apprehensions 
that if they are begun without the previous consent of the 
Country Government or at least such a connivance as you shall 
judge will be as effectual as their consent, wee may expend 
great sums of money and either be entirely prevented from 
finishing them or lye at their mercy for leave to proceed at an 
expence not to be borne. That these apprehensions are not 
without foundation appears by Col. Scott’s letter to us of the 
2nd of March last in which wee are informed that the French 
had been stopt for two years and upwards from finishing their 
projected works for the security of Chandemagore. 

2. In order therefore for obtaining a propper grant or conni- 
vance from the Country Government for leave to fortify Fort 
William without any obstructions or impediment, you are hereby 
directed to make such applications to the Nabob and the members 
of his Durbar as you shall judge will be most likely to be attend- 
ed with success, and as wee are sencible no favours can be 
obtained from such a mercenary government as that of Bengal 
without money, wee do empower you to dispose of any sum to 
the Nabob and to such others as you shall think propper, provid- 
ed the several sums so to be disbursed do not altogether exceed 
one hundred thousand rupees. The manner of conducting this 
affair we shall leave entirely to your discretion and shall only 
say that the great age of the Nabob and the present emptyness of 
his coffres seem to be circumstances greatly in favour of an 
immediate application being attended with success. 


3. When you have obtained a propper grant or connivance 
for carrying on the works, you are to acquaint the President 
and Council therewith and you are then to concur with them 
in every measure that shall be necessary for carrying Col. 
Scott’s plann into immediate execution. 
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31'. Observing you have a large nuinber of anchors remain- 
ing, and the different sizes of those indented for not being 
particularized, we have determined to send none. 

32. And here we thinh it necessary to order that Colonel 
Scott and the artillery officers be always consulted when you. 
are forming indents for cannon and all kinds of military stores.. 
You are to have a due regard to the hints and information they 
shall give relative thereto, and they are to sign such indents: 
as shall be so agreed on. 

Thirdly, of investments. 

33. In our letter of the 29th of November last you were 
directed to make an early and sufficient provision of saltpetre- 
upon the best terms you can; you were likewise acquainted in 
what manner and proportions it was to be laden as well on 
the ships to be dispatched directly from Bengal as our other 
Presidencys; you must therefore attend to and comply with 
those directions, and as in the present situation of our being: 
unavoidably burthened with shipping saltpetre will greatly 
facilitate the dispatch of more than could, without a considerable 
proportion thereof, to be returned home, you must lose no- 
proportion of laying in a large stock agreeable to our former- 
orders whenever you can procure it at reasonable prices. 

34. We are satisfied with the pains you took in making the 
saltpetre contracted for the year 1753 and the success in 
consequence thereof in reducing the price from Arcot rupees 
six and. four annas demanded by Omichund^ to five Arcot 
rupees and twelve annas but we should have been better- 
pleased, had you made the contract with Coja Wazeed whose 
property it was rather than Omichund, as it plainly appears to- 
be the intentions of the latter to confine as much as lays in 
his power all your dealings in this article in particular to- 
himself alone, for we can never suppose his alledged loss by 
this contract [to] be fact -without concluding at the same time 
that he will in some shape or other make himself amends for 
it, and his excuses for asking such an extravagant price at 
first are no ways satisfactory; in short it is for the interest of 
the Company to encourage as many persons., as possible to 
make proposals not only for this article of saltpetre but all' 
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•and must give us no veiy favourable impressions of the conduct 
of those gentlemen at Dacca who have been principally intrust- 
ed with the care of the investments, which we shall expect you 
to enquire as fully, as carefully into, and show the strongest 
mark of our resentment to those whose behaviour hath exposed 
•them thereto. 

38. The fine Dacca dqreas in general have proved very 
indifferent insomuch that only four bales out of nine put up 
at our late sale would sell, and those at a bare advance. The 
broader sort of two covids and quarter per Durrington were 
■dearest of all;' and would not sell. The bale of superfine per 
Falmouth and that per Durrington sold well, but so bad is the 
.general quality of fine goods of 'that factory that unless it 
can be greatly improved, and brought up to the musters of 
former years, we shall be under a necessity of reducing very 
.greatly our investment there. 

39. By the ship Durrington we received two bales superfine 
mulmuls forty five covids long No. 1 and 2; some of them are 
most curious, and cannot suppose so high a price should have 
fieen given, had they not been bought or contracted for on a 
muster of one of the best pieces, whereas in the best bale there 
were some pieces thirty per cent inferior in quality to others. 
In the lower priced bale there was a much greater difference, 
as well as a greater number of very frayie, uneven, bad pieces. 
If they could be procured of an even quality, and without 
such a mixture of bad pieces, they would answer, but with 
them we apprehend they will be found very unsaleable. 

40. In answer to the 20th and 21st paragraph of your letter 
by the Falmouth, we shall point out to you the several articles 
therein mentioned which either will not sell, or sell at so small 
an advance as to discourage us from ordering more of them 
viz., allibannies, romalls Canpore, and charconnae, new 
romalls Bamagore® and doosooties twenty four covids long and 
two and half broad, do twenty four covids long and two broad, 
do romalls, cuttances, and do flowered. The carridarrics of all 
sorts sell very ill, those of the common sort [most], carridarrics 
•chicow excepted, of which kind you may send us five hundred 
pieces (500) and if the price of the common sorts can [not] 
be reduced, you must reduce the quantity ordered of each kind 
in list of investment to five hundred pieces; the superfine 
carridarrics chicow will not sell. 
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have limmited you to give. Wee recommend it to you. to make 
the proppor use of this mint by being as frugal of our money 
as possible. 


8. Tile conducting the affairs recommended to your care 
by this letter, you cannot but observe, rectures secrecy. Wee 
shall therefore depend upon your observing it as strictly as 
the nature of them will admit! of. 




Vie are. 


Root. Jones/W. Wilberforce Junr/W. WfLIy/Hy. Crabb 
Boulton /Cha. Gough/Z. P. Foonereau/John Payne/Cha. 
Cults /Xichos. Linwood/Richd. Chauncy /Stephen La~/ 
W. rvIabbott/R-.Drake/N. Nev.mham Junr./ v, nichcott 
Turner/P. Godfrey. 

LOKDOtv 

29th November, 1754. 

(Ref. — Copies of records obtainea rrom inma O^Cc. \ c_ iZ. 
1754-55. pp. 96 — 9.9. 

Paras. 1-3 and 6 published in v.iisc-ns O.c. rort v, 

VoL n pp. 18—20). 
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Approval by the Court Oj 
a plot of land near Calcutta for tr.e ssm 

"PO the President and seconc m Conn 
William in Bengal- 
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long time been so notorious that other measures were absolutely 
necessary to be taken. W6 cannot therefore but look upon 
their obstinacy and insolence in their treaty with you for the 
investment of 1753 as the occasion of one of the luckiest 
incidents that could have happened to the Company, we mean 
the laying you under the necessity of making the investment 
in a new method which, from your accounts of it and the great 
advantage we have in its very infancy experienced by the 
superior quality of the goods provided under your new regula- 
tions, has been already a great advantage in point of profit and 
will, we are satisfied, be productive of much greater, if pursued 
with zeal and vigour and conducted with integrity. We hope 
therefore you will convince us by steadily pursuing this plan 
that you have our real interest at heart and that the intimations 
we have had of the inclinations of some of the Board to return 
to the old method again may prove groundless, especially as 
they go so far as to hi . . . that the merchants have found or 
are in hopes to find a way to reconcile them again to their 
interest. 


47. And here we think it necessary to recommend it to your 
serious consideration, whether the investments at the sub- 
ordinate settlements may not be made in the same manner as 
at Calcutta, and . . . you find it practicable and as advantageous 
you are hereby empowered to give directions to our servants 
to proceed upon the like plan. 

48. Although this new method of sending gomastahs to the 
aurung's is what we highly approve of, yet it must be attended 
to with great care, and in particular no one person whatsoever 
ought to have an undue influence upon the gomastahs. It was 
for that reason that we directed in our last -letter that all the 
correspondence with and management of them was to be carried 
on by a committee to be composed of the President, the second 
in Council, or in his absence the nestt in station to him (the 
Major excepted) and the Export Warehousekeeper, which com- 
mittee is to report its proceedings from time to time to the 
Board. We hereby confirm those directions with this addition 
that it is our meaning the said committee is always to consist 
of four persons of which the President and Export Warehouse- 
keeper and his Assistant are to be threej and one other of the- 
Council whom you shall think the best qualified for it 
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1. We sent in triplicates by the ships Bombay Castle, 
-Hardwicke and Rhoda a general letter under date of the 29th 
■of November last, one or all of which, we hope will have come 
to your hands long before this, as we gave particular directions 
to our President and Council of Port St. George to forward 
those by the Bombay Castle and Rhoda by the first safe con- 
veyances that offered. 

2. Those letters contained some general information and 
directions, and were accompanied by lists of investment to be 
made at your Presidency, packets from the Secret Committee 
to the President, and from us the Court of Directors to the 
•President, Chief of Cossimbuzar, Colonel Scott and Mr. 
Manningham of the same date with our general letter with 
•other particulars mentioned in the lists of the respective 
packets, to which you are referred. 

3. We shall now in the usual method send you such further 
■informations as are necessary, together with our sentiments and 
directions upon the affairs of your Presidency in general and 


First, of shipping. 

4. The Bombay Castle sailed out of the Downes with a fair 
wind on the 16th of December as did the ships Hardwicke, 

■Rhoda, Prince of Wales, Drake and Earl of Holderness on the 
19 Ih of the same month. 

5. The ships Prince George and Exeter, although dispatched 
-at the same time, were prevented by some unlucky incidents 
from getting to the Downes time enough to have the advantage 
of the favourable wind which carried the others away, and 
did not therefore sail from thence imtil the 2nd of January. 

6. Besides the ships mentionea in our last letter we have been 
under the necessity of taking up another viz., Dodington, James 
'.Samson commander, to accommodate the government 'with a 
conveyance for stores and provisions for the use of His Majesty’s 
squadron and land forces now in India; she is lett for four 
hundred and ninety nine tons, mounts twentysix gims and is 
to be navigated by seventy Europeans. We have hired, her 
for the run from England to the East Indies and not to return 
again to Europe, which we have done purposely to ayoid adding 
"to the burthen of shipping already on our hands in India; after 
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54. It has appeared to us very extraordinary that so exceed- 
. ing populous a place as Calcutta is and no doubt inhabited by 

great numbers of weavers should be of so little immediate... 

. to us; the merchants have employed those useful people and 
• have hitherto run away with the advantage which we might 
with equal ease have obtained. But thanks to the conduct of 
those merchants which has drove you to expedients which, 
might not otherways have been thought of, you now find many 
sorts of goods are fabricated within our bounds, cheap and of 
good qualities, and may be had at the first hand. As it is. 
evidently for our interest therefore to encourage not only all 
the weavers now in our bounds but likewise to draw as many 
others as possible from all countries to reside under our 
protection, we shall depend upon your utmost efforts to 
accomplish the same and shall hope the time is not farv off 
wherein we shall find a great share of your investment made 
under your own eyes. 

55. The merchants’ behaviour has been such as to deserve 
no favour. You have therefore acted very rightly in keeping 
them strictly to the terms of their contracts by obliging them 
to pay the penalties they had incurred according to your state- 
ment of their accounts. 

56. The utmost attention must be always had to the conduct 
of our servants at the subordinates through whose hands so 
great proportion of our estate passes. The annual remarks we 
have made in our lists of investments, together with what 
appears upon the face of your letters and Consultations, especial- 
ly those received last season, shew the necessity of it. At. 
Cossimbuzar our servants have so remarkably fallen off, in 
that once valuable article of raw silk not to mention others, 
that we cannot suppress the suspicions that must naturally arise 
against their management. Our servants at Dacca likewise, whO' 
.for a considerable time gave us great satisfaction, have of late- 
done quite the reverse, and we have as much reason to complain 
of our people at Jugdea. In short, we have too much reason to 
believe our servants at the several subordinates in one shape 
or other unfaithfully interest themselves at our expence in 
the investments, and we are the more induced to believe so- 
from the observation ... have made upon the delolls of Jugdea 
complaint against Mr. Bayley and Playdell which was under 
'your examination upon the departure of the Falmouth, together 

with some hints which have been given us of unfair practices 
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a reasonable satisfaction, but not to enter upon further alter- 
cations we must acquaint you that a diligent, faithful and 
unbiassed conduct in this branch . . . our affairs is at all times 
•of great importance to our . . . but now more particularly so 
xmder the present load of shipping. We shall expect you will 
make it the object of your most serious attention and save us- 
as much as possible from the expence of demorage which a 
contrary behaviour will certainly bring upon us. 

10. It is inconceiveable to us how you could make such an 
inadvertent remark as that in the fifth paragraph of your letter 
of the 3rd of September 1753 viz., “That though we had dis- 
patched six ships for Coast and Bay, yet our orders for the- 
investment, could it be fully and in every particular complied 
with, would only be sufficient to load home three as by the 
calctilate enclosed in the packet will evidently appear.” Now,, 
by the very calculate you sent us it appears that the total of 
the investment to be made at your Presidency amounted to 
twelve hundred ninety one tons exclusive of any saltpetre and 
redwood, which with the usual proportions of the two last 
articles is more than sufficient for three ships, and we must 
further observe to you that the amount of the investment to 
be made on the Coast was eleven hundred and twentyfour 
tons, likewise exclusive of saltpetre and redwood, so that you see- 
the six ships destined for the Coast and Bay that season might 
according to our orders have been fully provided for. We call 
this an inadvertent rather than suppose it done with a view 
to mislead us and hope you will take more care for the future. 

11. We are sensible of the necessity you were under of 
detaining the ships Winchelsea, Montfort and Elizabeth and 
we observe the efforts you made to employ them to the best 
advantage. IVhat the two former will produce by their freight 
to and from Surat cannot yet appear but we are apprehensive 
it will not be adequate to their demorage, and what you lett 
the Elizabeth for to Captain Rannie viz., twenty three thousand 
rupees is very -far short of what we must pay for her detention; 
however as you appear to have done as much as you could 
to procure better terms we must rest satisfied, and in general 
whenever you are so burthened with tonnage we shall depend 
upon your faithful and diligent endeavours for employing our 
shipping to the best advantage, always reiosmbring our former 
orders that when circumstances are m'ore favourable you will 
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60. If the said committee shall think it necessary to have 
any persons in our service suspended,, you are accordingly to* 
suspend them until our pleasure is known, unless you find good 
reasons to the contrary. 

61. Ah'^the trust reposed in this committee is of great im- 
portance and their proceedings will we are satisfied be attended 
with many good consequences, we require every member of 
the Council and every person in our service to be aiding , and 
assisting to the utmost of their power to the said committee, 
if they expect a continuance of our favour. 

62. As the entrusting the conduct and management of our 
affairs at the subordinates to people of experience is of the 
highest concernment to the Company, it must be observed by 
you for the future as a standing rule or order that our sett of 
servants at Cossimbuzar do consist of two of your Council and 
one senior merchant at least, besides junior servants, at Dacca- 
of one of your Council, a senior merchant and junior servants, 
and that one of the best qualified servants next below your 
Council be always appointed Chief of Jugdea, Luckapore or 
wherever else the Jugdea settlement shall be moved to. 

Fourthly, of the trade of India and transactions with the 
country Government. 

63. It appears very strange that the Dutch Directore and 
Council at Hughly should not long ago have made the claim 
you mention with regard to some transactions with the 
Ostenders in the year 1733 if they [were] satisfied it was a 
reasonable demand upon us; your not complying with the 
demand without our directions was right, but at the same time 
that you transmitted it to us you ought to have sent us what 
account you could find of it in your books and registers of that 
time together with your opinion upon the whole, for want of 
which we can give no other directions than that if the demand is 
renewed you must give us the best informations you can collect 
of the nature and justness of this demand and wait our further 
orders. 

64. We agree in our sentiments with you that as Armenians 
enjoy the benefit of our protection they ought to pay consxilage, 
equally with the Europeans; you are therefore to continue 
collecting it . agreeable to our former orders, unless you find it 
will be attended with any bad consequences. 
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opportunity that offers for returning to the method of putting 
lliem up at an advance of fifteen per cent upon the invoice, 
agreeable to our former orders. 

25. Your sending such a large parcel of your woollen goods 
to Bombay on tlie Winchelsea and the Montfort, without first 
having the opinion of the President and Council of that place 
upon such a measure, was not right as we are apprehensive 
they have been under the necessity of returning them by the 
said ship, 

26. We shall continue our orders to Bombay Presidency to 
i-emind them of making you as large remittances as they can 
spai'e. We have the satisfaction of observing their punctuality 
hitherto and the great service it has' been to our affairs, 

27. As it will not answer to send more than one ship to 
Madeira, we cannot at any time order more than one hundred 
and fifty pipes of wine, to be consigned to you for the reasons 
given in our last letter; you "may fall fifty pipes short of that 
quantity if the President and Council of Fort St. George shall 
think it necessary to detain so much. 

28. The sample of gun powder by Captain Witherington 
whicli was sent to us by the Oxford, having been proved by 
His Majesty's officers in the Tower, appears to be of so weak 
a quality as to be not fit for service, and we observe the same 
complaint has been made of the powder sent to Fort St. George. 
We therefore approve of Colonel Scott’s undertaking the making 
•of gun powder, as we have reason to hope this manufacture 
will succeed to our satisfaction under his management. 

29. We now transmit for your information instructions for 
making gun powder agreeable to the method practiced by the 
persons who make it for the use of the government, which will 
be of great service to the persons who manufacture it at your 
Presidency, and must therefore be carefully attended to. 

30. Your accounts of remains of stores and indents received 
this season are faulty and defective in many articles, particularly 
in describing properly the sorts and sizes of cordage, anchors, 
^canvas and many other sorts of stores, which has occasioned 
us a great deal of trouble and will prove some disappointment 
to you, which must be avoided in future by a more careful 
attention to the drawing up those accounts correctly. 


L, 
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69. Upon occasion of Mr. Holwell’s motion lo take more 
effectual possession of Patna factory, we find you are of opinion 
. that without our leave for re-establishing that factory it would 
• be of no benefit to send a covenant servant thither, but on the 
contrary would make us liable to exaction, and we think you 
. judged right. Although from past experience we shall not be 
induced without good reasons lo resettle at Patna, yet we shall 
be very glad to have your thoughts upon it. and therefore 
direct that you take this affair into your serious consideration 
and lay before us the advantages and disadvantages that may 
attend such an undertaking together with your opinion upon 
the whole, and if it shall bo your opinion that a resettlement 
may be of utility to the Company you are to point out the 
manner and method of effecting it to the greatest advantage. 


70. The death of the Nabob is an event that may on account 
of his great age be daily expected, and as it is highly probable 
it may be attended with great confusion and troubles in the 
province before another can be securely seated, we therefore 
recommend to you, whenever it happens, to take all prudent 
measures to preserve our possessions, effects and privileges 
and, standing only upon the defence, to observe to the utmost 
f your power the strictest neutrality between the competitors. 
It was with a view to this event that in our last letter we so 
readily approved of Colonel Scott’s proposal for rendering the 
settlement more defencible, and as it did not appear to be a 
work of time or much expence, we hope your next advices will 
inform us it is near if not fully compleated. 


71. We advised you by the ships of last season that we had 
for a considerable time been in treaty with the French East 
India Company for an acconunodation of the differences 
between the two Companies on the coast of Choromandel, but 
notwithstanding our readiness to agree to all reasonable and 
honourable terms the difficulties thrown in the way by the 
French Ministry and Company, together with their usual 
chicanry, have hitherto prevented those differences from being 
terminated by a happy treaty; however as one of the commis- 
saries still continues in England, we are not absolutely without 
hopes it will at last be attended with success for which no 
endeavours on our part shall be wanting. 
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bthers whatsoever and you must always endeavour to stir ■ up- 
and promote a useful competition. 

35. We observe and approve the President’s conduct in the- 
share he had in beating down the price of the said saltpetre- 
and as it is reasonable he should be paid expences he has been 
put to on the occasion, you are therefore immediately to- 
discharge the same whatever it is; by your advices it appeam 
to be about t... thousand five hundred rupees. 

36. As the sale of our Bengal goods is now ended, we find, 
it necessary to confirm to you the several remarks made in 
the course of our list of investment on the several species of 
goods bought on the new plan at the aurungs, compared with-, 
the same kinds bought of or contracted for with the merchants,, 
the sales which have answered even beyond our e3q)ectation in 
favour of the former, and was in no kinds more remarkable- 
than in the orua cossaes® and mulmuls and doreas Cossajura*; 
the common sort of the two last kinds purchased at the aurungs- 
sold from twenty to thirty per cent higher than what are 

invoiced as bought of the merchants per Durrington and 

Falmouth at higher prices. The mulmuls Santipore® in general 
are neither amended in quality or reduced in price, in propor- 
tion to most other sorts purchased at the aurungs. 

37. Since our said list of investment was drawn out we have- 
made a thorough inspection into the several articles purchased 
at our factory at Dacca, and the sales have but too well con- 
firmed ... in our sentiments thereon, and in the . . . ion that your 
reprimands to the gentlemen there was what their conduct, 
hath very justly exposed them to. Notwithstanding our 
repeated complaints for these three years past in regard to- 
the bad quality, as well as great advance in price of the most 
considerable articles of their investment, we find as much- 
reason as ever to complain of the bad quality of almost every 
article of their fine goods. The seerbetties, alliballie mxalmuls®' 
terrindams’’, nainsooks and seerhaudconnaes®, are in general very- 
bad in kind, and unless the two last articles can be procured 
of a quality nearly equal to what we have formerly received, 
they will be quite imsaleable. It is the more extraordinary 
that we should be under a necessity of repeating these com- 
plaints at a time that the quality of several species of the- 
Calcutta investment is not only amended but the price reduced. 
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it extremely difficult for Mr. Holwell to reply to them in time- 
to obviate impressions they might have made on us to his^ 
prejudice. But however well qualified Mr. Frankland may be- 
to execute the work of such a nature, it ought to have been 
the business of a committee regularly appointed for the purpose 
and not the result of the voluntary enquiry of one person only,, 
and we shall be greatly disappointed if we do not find you 
that method upon the departure of the Falmouth so as that 
we may receive by the next ship at furthest a full and satis- 
factory account of your proceedings in, and sentiments upon 
this aSair. 

75. But if you have still delayed to enter upon the examination 
of the state of the office of Jemindar and the several papers- 
which have passed upon the occasion, you are hereby positively 
directed immediately to set about the same in order for stating 
for our information the advantages and disadvantages of the 
present plan and pointing out what alterations and regulations- 
you think necessary to be made in it, as well for the advantage- 
of the Company as the ease and common benefit of the people. 

76. We must here remark that the office of Jemindar is of' 
so complicated a nature and the business so various and 
burthensome that it is almost impossible it should be conducted, 
under the direction of one person. You are therefore to con- 

* sider whether it may not be divided into several branches to- 
be managed by different persons, and if you think such an 
alteration may be of general utility, you are to point out the 
proper methods of carrying it into execution. In proposing 
such a division we have a view not only to the general utility 
which may be the result, but likewise to ease Mr. Holwell, as- 
far as is consistent, from the heavy load of business he labours- 
under, that we may have the benefit of his abilities in other 
material branches of our affairs. 

77. You are likewise to point but to us what duties or fines- 
appear to be particularly grievous upon the poorer sort of 
people, such as the duty on marriages which we think ought, 
to be either totally abolished or levied with great regard to 
circumstances, and the duty called etlack, if it is necessary 
to be continued, ought to be used with moderation and greatly 
redressed. 
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41. The nainsooks and seerhaudconnaes Jugdea are a [good] 
kind of cloth, but come so very - dear, that they sold with 
difficulty [at] a bare advance. 

42. The herba lungees and atchabannies per Falmouth sold 
tolerably well, and would have the full quantity ordered per 
list of investment of those kinds. Fine seersuckers, in general^ 
sold well, more especially the two bales of a new sort No. 1 
and 2 per Falmouth; the low ones sell for a bare advance only. 
The tanjebs sierra will answer, and shall expect the quantity 
ordered. The mulmuls radge cullubpury were tolerable good, 
but will not do in any large quantity. 

43. The photaes of the common sort being all of one pattern 
sell very indifferently, which is entirely owing to the want of 
variety of checks, which is evident from the sale of those called 
the Dutch sort of which we had five bales per Falmouth which, 
though bought near one rupee per piece cheaper, sell for more 
than the former. You must therefore reduce the common sort, 
and send us so many more of those called the Dutch sort which 
contain a variety of differing checks or patterns in the same 
bale. 

44. The callapattip^®, and cossaes Chaundpore^ are well 
approved of; of each of those articles we would have five 
hundred pieces (500). The mulmu s Subadgpore*“ are good for 
their price, and would have the quantity ordered of them per 
list of investment. As to the mulmuls Santipore forty covids 
long and three broad, we find these of a very indifferent quality; 
if they cannot be procured of a better fabrick and more free 
from frayies, they will not answer. 

45. The doreas charconnae Cossajura per Falmouth proved 
very good, and sold for a great price, but would be still more 
valuable if they could be made as even, but a little thinner, 
that the checks might appear more clear and distinct. What 
we have already observed in relation to the gurrahs, we find 
confirmed by the sale, that those purchased at the aurungs have 
found a preference, and those of lower prices sold equally well 
with more advanced ones of those purchased of the merchants. 

46. The bad circumstances of the generality of the merchants 
employed in the providing your investments, their many im- 
positions and non-compliance with ■ their contracts have for a 

125 Dir. of Arch. 
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always remember to levy the old duties whenever circumstances 
will admit of it. 

. 84. The importation of your ships and vessels at foreign ports 
upon the coast of Choromandel must without doubt greatly 
prejudice that branch of our revenues, the customs, and the 
President and Council of Fort St. George did their duty in 
representing to you the bad . consequences of it and the neces- 
sity of reviving the standing order of the 31st January 1734. 
Although we are desirous of indulging all pur servants in a 
■freedom of trade, yet we will not allow of its being carried on 
in any respects to the prejudice of the Company; on the contrary, 
whoever enjoys the benefit of our protection ought to contribute, 
as far as lies in their power, towards the expenses we are 
constantly put to on that account. We therefore do most 
earnestly recommend it to you to take care that no ships or 
vessels belonging to yourselves, our other servants or any 
persons trading under the Company’s protection do land their 
cargos or any part thereof at any ports, either European or 
Moors, to the northward or southward of Port St. George but 
■at Fort St. George itself or such other factories or settlements 
which belong to us, unless very satisfactory reasons are given 
to the contrary at either or both Presidencies. We have 
•directed our President and Council of Fort St. George, as we 
now do you, to acquaint us from time to time how this recom- 
mendation is complied with that we may shew a proper 
■resentment against such persons who shall be regardless of 
our interest. In order to prevent any restraints upon trade 
we have laid our positive command upon the President and 
Council of Fort St. George to take the utmost care to invite 
•and encotirage trade by the general good usage of all persons 
who may resort to Fort St. George or its subordinate settlements 
■for that purpose and in particular by suffering them to buy 
and sell publickly or privately as they themselves shall chuse, 
to deal freely and without restraint with whoever they shall 
•think proper, and that if any of our servants at that Presidency 
shall prevent or endeavour to prevent such a freedom of trade 
'On any pretence whatsoever, we have acquainted them they 
will incur our highest displeasure. 


'85. And the more effectually to prevent all combination, 
•monopolies and attempts upon the freedom of trade we have 
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49. Great care must be likewise taken not to risque too 
:much of our estate at a time in the gomastahs’ hands and that 
they give at all times sufficient [and undoubted] security to be 
.answerable for what they are entrusted with and that not- 
withstanding your method of sending a cash keeper with the 
.gomastah, who by way of a check keeps one key of the cash 
chest, yet the gomastah is to be accountable for all the money 
.you advance him. 

50. It was one of your resolutions that no gomastah should 
be entrusted with more than twenty thousand rupees at one 
■time, which we think a sum fully sufficient if not more than 
Jiecessary, but upon an inspection of the state of the aurimgs 
transmitted to us by the Falmouth you have in many instances 
•considerably exceeded that sum, particularly it appears there 
was owing to the Company, as a balance from Hurricall aurung“, 
forty seven thousand, eight hundred and seventy one rupees, 
nine annaes and nine pice, of which thirty thousand rupees was 
.in cash and four thousand in the delolls’ hands, the remainder 
was cloth in the godown and in the washerman’s; this with the 
other instances in the said state has the appearance of too much 
remissness at first setting out as you have given no reasons for 
so doing. 

51. Many regulations must occur to you, as you proceed on 
■this plan, necessary for the better conducting it (which caimot 
be thought of by us), for the safety of our estate, the good 
quality and cheapness of the goods, as likewise for the early 
;provisions of them, for all which we must and shall depend 
upon your integrity and judgment, 

52. And here we cannot help observing that had you entered 
■upon ■ the consideration of your investment sooner, we might 
reasonably have expected even upon your new plan a much 
larger quantity of goods, the want whereof together with the 
lateness of their arrival have much distressed us but we depend 
upon your having made us ample amends for the disappoint- 
ment by a large and early investment in 1754, especially as 
you had a flow of cash for the purpose. 

53. Your opening the cottah to receive any ready money 
goods made in or near Calcutta and your setting the weavers 
-to work upon romalls and other goods fabricated in our bounds 
meet with our entire approbation and we hope you will pro- 
secute this branch likewise with the utmost vigour. 
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first engaged him, upon this condition however that they still 
serve us as engineers so long as we shall have occasion to 
employ them in that capacity, or until our further pleasure is 
known; they are, over and above their appointments as covenant 
servants, to have such allowances as they shall merit in their 
capacity of engineers; we do not chuse at present to fix them 
on the establishment of any particular Presidency as they are 
to be occasionally employed wherever our Engineer General 
shall think them most useful. However they are to rank and be 
naid during their residence at any of our Presidencys in the 
manner beforementioned. 

91. Although you have caused Charles O’Hara to execute 
the covenants transmitted to us by the Portfield as a writer 
upon the Bengal establishment, yet we reserve to ourselves the 
liberty of stationing him at either of our other Presidencys of 
Fort St. George or Bombay as we shall hereafter think fit. 
We have given directions to the President and Council of Fort 
St. George to cause the other assistants to the late Mr. Robins 
to execute covenants there with the like reservation of station- 
ing them at Bengal or Bombay. Mr. O’Hara must write to his 
friends to give the usual security for his performance of 
•covenants. 

92. Mr. Manningham having discharged his duty as standing 
Export Warehouse-keeper greatly to our satisfaction and depend- 
ing upon the same conduct so long as he shall continue in that 
post, which is to be until we signify our orders to the contrary, 
you are hereby directed to pay him Current Rupees four thousand 
a year, over and above his salary and appointments as one of 
the Council, which is to commence from the time you received 
our orders for appointing him Export Warehouse-keeper and 
is to continue so long as he remains in that post, but the said 
allowance is to be paid on this express condition that it is to 
be in lieu of all fees, rewards or perquisites whatsoever as 
Export Warehouse-keeper. 

93. But you are hereby directed not to make [the] said allow- 
ance of four thousand Current Rupees to any person whatsoever 
who shall succeed or follow Mr. Manningham in the post of 
Export Warehouse-keeper without our express leave, as we shall 
not continue it but to persons who 0ve as good proofs of their 
behaviour in it as Mr. Manningham, 
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at D.acca which we are not yet sufficiently -enough apprized of 
to mention, to all which add the very extraordinary instance 
of Mr. Wogan’s raising from nothing such a fortune at Dacca 
■as, it is generally reported, he has brought home, although so 
young arid low in the service; upon the whole there*;' appears 
a real necessity that their future conduct should be well looked 
after and a scrutiny made into their past management. 

57. We therefore hereby direct that immediately upon the' 
receipt of this a supravising committee be formed which is to 
be composed of the President for the time being, -Mr. Charles 
Manningham, Mr. Richard Beecher and Mr. John Zepheniah 
Holwell, and in case of the death or absence of any of the 
beforementioned persons the President is to fill up the said 
committee to the number of four with such other members of 
the Council as he shall judge best qualified for such an important 
trust. 

58. This committee is to enquire into the manner of making 
the investments and the management in general at subordinate 
settlements; they are likewise to enquire into the particular 
conduct of our servants employed there for some time past, 
now and in future, and whether they have or do make any 
tmjust advantages and what in the management of the invest- 
ment or in any other branches of their employs and they are 
to consider of and point out such regulations as they shall 
think necessary, and the said committee is empowered to send 
for such books and papers and examine all such persons, whether 
blacks or whites, as they shall judge can give any information 
in the matters before them, and they are to report the facts 
with their opinion upon the whole to the Council Board from 
time to time. The Board is then to take into consideration the 
said reports and determine thereupon impartially and according 
to the best of their judgments, always remembering to do the 
■utmost in their power to recover what the Company are 
defrauded of, and you are further directed to enter all -such 
reports together with your proceedings thereupon at large in 
your diary for our information. 

59. If it shall be found necessary to send any one of the 

committee to the subordinate settlements, we would have Mr. 
Holwell proceed thither, unless he should represent that his 
absence will be of great prejudice to the Company in his 
particular employ as Jemmindar and in that case one other of 
the committee is to be sent, Ihe President excepted. . ' • 
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99. We must suppose you were fully satisfied with the truth 
of the fact represented by Mr. Goddard for his not complying, 
with your notice for proceeding to England and shall therefore 
admit it as a reasonable excuse for that lime, but we insist 
upon our repeated orders being put into immediate execution,, 
unless you can give convincing reasons to the contrary. 

100. It was and still continues necessary that you are at all 
times ready to check and prevent the expensive manner of 
living arid the strong bias to pleasure which, notwithstanding, 
what you say to the contrary, we well know too much prevails- 
among all ranks and degrees of our servants in Bengal, and 
we do assure you it will give us great satisfaction to find by 
your action that we shall have no further reason to complain 
on this head. 

101. The original intention of having accounts laid before 
the Board at certain periods was that proper remarks should 
be made upon them before they are passed, but it plainly 
appears upon an inspection of your Consultation book that you. 
look upon the method as mere form, and we have too much 
reason to believe that they undergo no examination whatso- 
ever; in order therefore to prevent any frauds and irregularities 
which are and may be covered or unobserved by this loose 
manner of passing accounts, you are hereby directed to appoint 
a committee of accounts which is to consist of two, three or 
more of the Council and such a number of our servants next- 
the Council as you shall judge will best answer the intention;, 
the President is to be one of the committee and be present, 
whenever he can conveniently. To this committee all matters 
relating to accounts are to be referred, who are to examine and. 
state facts and report the same to the Board together with 
their opinion upon the whole. All monthly and other accounts 
passed at certain periods must likewise be strictly examined 
by this committee who are to report their observations upon them 
and give their opinion whether it is fit they should be passed; 
every person present at such committee is to sign his name to the 
several reports, which reports are to.be read in Consultation: 
previous to the passing the accourits they relate to and are* 
to be duly entered in your diary for our observation. 

102. Committees must likewise be appointed upon the same- 
plan to examine and state facts and give their opinion on all. 
affairs that require consideration and attention. 
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G5. You must use all prudent measures, by applications to 
the Durbar and othenvays, to get relieved from the impositions 

of the chokeys planted and down the country, represented to 

us in your letter of the 4th of January, but at the same time you 
must be extremely careful to prevent all abuses of the 
dusticks that the government may have no pretences to 
intciTupt the trade on tliat account, which we are afraid they 
have some times too much reason for. 

66. We observe your proceedings on occasion of the prohi- 
biting the importation of rice from Bahar into Calcutta, and 
the stand you made against complying with the demand of 
three thousand rupees for a perwannah to take off the said 
prohibition, which for the reasons you give we approve of, 
f though] we shall depend upon your conduct to procure the free 
importation of grain in such a manner as according to circums- 
tances you shall judge best, to prevent the necessity and misery 
which must be the certain consequences of a scarcity in such 
a populace place as Calcutta. 

67. We do not find any other material complaints against 
the country Government in the course of your advices now 
before us, excepting that we see an extreme readiness to lay 
hold of every opportunity that will afford the least occasion 
for exacting money, which we hope you will take great care 
not to give them any real or plausible pretences for. It requires 
great prudence to ward them off, and the keeping a good 
correspondence with the Nabob and his Durbar and giving now 
and then a timely present agreeable to our former directions 
we still think to be the most likely method of effecting it. 

68. Wo wish the removal from Jugdea to Luckapore may 
not bo the effects of bad conduct in Messrs. Bayley and Playdell. 
Wo must thei’efore wait for the result of your enquiry into 
their conduct before we can give any further directions than 
wo did last year that we must depend upon your conducting 
it to tlie best advantage. And with regard to their proposal 
for farming the district of Luckapore on our account, you did 
right in not complying therewith without our orders, but you 
ought to have given us your sentiments whether you thought 
it eligible or not, and before we give our consent you must 
send them to us vexy explicitly and your opinion whether the 
renting that district may be of any and what advantage, or the 
contrary. 
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and at the same time it is obvious How correct that account 
ought to be to answer the purposes for which' it is inteiidfed. But 
you sent us none [by] your packet which was forwarded in 
Septerhber by the way of Fort St. George, or by the Portfield, 
neglects that you must never again be guilty of. and we must 
observe that the accounts in general are not so exact and 
methodical as they would be if the directions we formerly gave 
were punctually observed and which therefore must be more 
carefully attended to in future; in particular you must make 
a memorandum at the foot of them of goods and money either 
received or sent to our other Presidencies near the time the 
account is dated, as otherways the [value] thereof, by being dis- 
charged from yours and not received at the Presidency they are 
consigned to, may not be accounted for at either. This was the 
case in the account transmitted to us by the Oxford, the invoices 
by the Hector and Durrington for Bombay being neither included 
in yours or the Bombay accounts of quick stock. 

108. We last year sent you particular directions with regard 
to the manner of keeping your general books so as to render 
them not so voluminous for the future, which you must exactly 
attend to, as we find you have previously made some regulations 
of the like kind though not exactly in the method we have 
pointed out, 

109. We now forward some remarks made by our Accountant 
General upon your last books, which you are to take due notice 
of, particularly of the irregular separating the invoices of the 
cargoes sent you into several parts and making as many entries 
in the journal as there are parcel or parcels and some in very 
distant pages, a method which must necessarily occasion con- 
fusion and is liable to mistakes. 

110. Many mistakes and omissions appear in your bills of 
exchange and your advices relative to [ ... ] again this season, 
all owing to want of care and attention. [Do] not give us 
occasion to repeat our complaints so often on this head. 

111. From the large sums of money which have been 
remitted to England by bills of exchange upon us for money 
paid into our cash by several of the commanders of our ships, 
we have some reason to suspect they are the produce of illicit 
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Fifthly^ of fortifications, buildings arid revenues, 

72. Having in our last letter been very full with. regard to 
the fortifications and works at your Presidency and the methods 
i;o be observed in conducting them, we have at present little 
more to say than what relates to the revenues. 

73. We have with great attention perused and considered 
Mr. Holwell’s state of our revenues at Calcutta, Mr. Frankland’s 
remarks, Mr. Holwell’s reply and the other papers relative 
thereto and we must in justice to Mr. Holwell acquaint you 
that he accounts for the mistakes which have happened in that 
state in a manner that convinces us they were mere inadver- 
tencies and no way calculated to impose upon us, that he has 
evidently encreased our revenues to a very considerable amoimt 
without imposing any new duties or oppressing the poor, but 
on the contrary several old ones have been abolished and the 
poor in many instances relieved, and we mxist as further 
piece of justice to him add that the insinuations of his raising 
his own character with us, at the expence of reputations of 
the gentlemen who preceded him in his office of Jemindar, are 
entirely without foundation; in short, his integrity, capacity 
and application have rendered him so well worthy our notice 
that we are determined most heartily to countenance and 
protect him in all his endeavours to serve the Company. 

74. It was very natural to expect, when a piece of such 
importance as Mr. Holwell’s state of our revenues was laid 
before you, which was so long ago as the 17th of December 1752, 
that yo,u should have given it a speedy and serious consideration 
in order to have informed us of your sentiments upon an affair 
of such a complicated nature, but how great is our disappoint- 
ment and surprize to find you have not from that time to the 
dispatch of the Falmouth in the beginning of March last 
considered it as a Board so as to come to any resolutions or 
opinion for our information. You have transmitted to us the re- 
marks of one member only [who], notwithstanding what you say 
in your letter of the 4th of January 1754, does not appear upon 
the face of any of your Consultations to have been authorized 
to collect and make remarks for your information as ought to 
have been done, if you intended to have proceeded with any 
regularity in an affair of 'such consequence, and it is very 
observable that those remarks were designedly, as we have 
reason to believe, delivered in so late in the season as rendered 
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a hardship on the officers to lose their rank at your Presidency 
by serving us on the coast of Choromandel. We therefore 
direct that all the officers as well those we send out for Bengal, 
as those who command the detachments sent directly by you 
to the assistance of Fort St. George, do preserve their rank upon 
the Bengal establishment without being superseded in case of 
their return. 

116. To obviate a doubt which has been made we now dec- 
lare it to be our intention and meaning that the captain of the 
artillery company (and not the major) is to provide the 
cloathing for the company in the same manner as the captains 
of the other companys are allowed that privilege by our 
military regulations. 

117. It is but justice that the officers of the artillery com- 
pany have equal encouragement with the rest of our forces. 
We therefore direct that they do succeed according to their 
ranks to vacancys as they happen in the military companys, 
provided you are fully satisfied of their me[rit] and good be- 
haviour. 

118. If it is practicable for the buxerys*'* employed in the 
zemindary to be rendered useful as a military body under the 
command of Colonel Scott, without putting the Zemindar to 
difficultys in the execution of the judicial branch of his office, 
we think it a desirable measure. We therefore recommend it 
to you to re-consider this case and determine upon it as you 
shall judge may be most conducive to our interest. 

Eighthly, concerning the Charter. 

119. With your general letter by the Falmouth we received 
the following papers. 

A complaint of Messrs. Rannie and Kelsall, Aldermen, against 
Messrs. Goddard and Gray with their answers and the determi- 
nation of our President and Council thereon. 

Copy of the proceedings in the Mayor’s Court relating to 
Deepchund’s deposit with a letter from Mr. Dumbleton to 
Mr. Cole, our solicitor. 

Proceedings of the Mayor’s Court in the case of Solomon 
Margas and Sophia A ratoon. 
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78. You must send us an account of your whole proceedings . 
in this affair as soon as possible, and wait our confirmation and . 
further commands, except that you cany into execution such., 
regulations as shall appear to be immediately necessary without . 
waiting for orders., 

79. And here we must recommend it to you to fix [up in].' 
all the buzars and other the most publick places in the town,„ 
in the different languages, exact accoxmts of all duties, fees,, 
of office and all other allowed collections upon all sorts of goods, 
provisions, necessaries and other particulars which contribute 
to our revenues, for the information of people in general, and., 
you must take effectual care that the farmers, collectors and 
others do not exact a pice more than is allowed, and you are 
hereby directed to transmit to us for our information copies . 
of such public notices. 

80. It is our inclination and intention that the inhabitants., 
be governed with mildness and equity and not oppressed by 
grievous duties. Yet at the same time the encrease of our 
revenues in general must be [the] constant object of your care- 
as far as it may be reasonably and without oppression extended. 

81. We think the duty of five per cent proposed to be levied . 
on the sale of houses belonging to Europeans and others in the 
white town, as mentioned in your letter of the 4th of January, . 
is reasonable and we direct therefore that it be levied.' 

82. We can form no judgment of the reason or otherways-. 
of the proposal mentioned in your said letter the 4th of January 
in relation to converting the ground... called cowries into siccas 
and raising the half rent in[to] full rent because we cannot have 
a sight of Mr. Holwell’s letter which, although said to be entered 
in your diary, is carelessly omitted and a copy has not been 
transmitted to us as it ought to have been. 

83. Although in the present circumstances of the Company 
we cannot afford to lessen our revenues unless it is absolutely 
necessary for relieving the distresses of the poor, we hope that 
only has been the motive for your taking the gunge into your 
hands and lowering the duty upon the import of grain, and'" 
although in extraordinary cases we leave you a discretional 
power to act according to the best of your judgment, you must ■ 
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upon, our Presidont and Council giving security to pay the 
costs of the re-hearing, our President and Council have a year’s 
time given them from the service of the Order in Council to 
proceed in the cause in the manner mentioned in that order. 
Mr. Cole never served this order and it seems rather to have 
been his duty to have carried this order into execution. In 
the meantime Mr. Cole died and his executor renounced the 
execution of his will so that there is no representative of him 
before the court and therefore we are of opinion the Mayor’s 
Court were right in dismissing the application of our Piesident 
and Council to have the dep[osit] paid to them, in as much as 
their complying with it would have been an exparte judgment 
without hearing what could be said against it by Mr. Cole’s 
representative. We are advised nothing can be done in this 
cause till it is revived by a representative of Mr. Cole’s and our 
President and Council are served with the order of the King 
in Council, and then such proceedings must be had as the order 
directs and according to the instructions we sent with it, and in 
the meantime the deposit must be delivered over to the Account- 
ant General agreeable to the directions of the charter. 

124. The case of Margas and Aratoon is very singular. In 
England the person and estate of lunaticks are by the king’s 
prerogative under His Majesty’s immediate direction. A writ 
issues to enquire by a jury whether the party is a lunatick or 
not, and upon being found to be so the custody of his person 
is granted usually to one • person and that of his estate to 
another and the Lord Chancellor, who has the exercise of the 
prerogative in this particular, gives the necessary directions for 
the care of the one and of the other. Nothing of this kind 'is 
provided for by the charter. In the present case- a deposit is 
made to answer the plaintiff’s demands, and that the plaintiff 
may have -an -opportunity to prosecute- his suit, sufficient -proof 
upon oath should be -laid before the court of the state- of mind 
in -which Mrs. Aratoon is, and an -application should foe made to 
have a guardian -assigned to 'defend the- cause for her, and if 
upon reading this evidence and upon a motion for the purpose 
of which the .plaintiff must have notice ?and be heard if he 
thinks- fit, it 'Should' appear - to the- court -that Mrs. -Aratoon is a 
lunatick or- otherwise incapable of managing herself -or her 
-affairs, the coUrt should appoint 'a guardian to defend -the -suit 
for her,-'and if ho' such application should- be made on behalfi-of 
the defendant, the plaintiff in the cause may, upon proper 
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directed our said President and Council to affix up in the most 
publick places at Fort St. George and the several subordinate 
settlements, in the usual languages, publications for the notice 
of all persons of these our intentions that they may be entirely 
freed from the apprehensions of being hindered, imposed upon* 
and oppressed in their trade by the Governor, the members of 
the Council, our inferior servants or any other persons whatso- 
ever, and we have directed them to transmit to us for our* 
information a copy of such publications. 

86. What we have laid down in the preceeding paragraphs 
must be observed by you and all our servants as inviolable 
rules for the good usage of traders and the entire freedom of 
trade at our Presidency of Fort William, and you are hereby 
commanded to give publick notice thereof accordingly and send 
to us for our information a copy of the publications you make 
on the occasion. 

Sixthly and seventhly, of covenant and military servants and 

accounts. 

87. In our last letter you were acquainted we had permitted 
Mr. William Rider to return to his station according to his 
original standing. He took his passage on the Bombay Castle- 
to Fort St. George from whence he will make the best of his 
way to you by some other conveyance. 

88. The eight young gentlemen whom, we acquainted you, 
we had appointed to be writers upon the Bengal establishment 
viz., John Dod, Richard Torriano, John Burdett, William 
Knapton, Henry Lushington, George Ballard, Francis Charlton, 
and George Gray — ^all of them proceeded on the Hardwicke. 

89. V/e now send you a list of the names of such persona 
as have our permission to reside in India as free merchants in 
the seafaring way or otherways. 

90. Having taken into consideration the case of the young 
engineers who were assistants to the late Mr. Robins, we do 
agree and direct that they be immediately put upon the footing” 
of covenant servants, and that they have the salaries and' 
appointments of covenant servants according to their standing,, 
that is to say, those that landed with Mr. Robins from the day 
of their arrival and Mr. John Call from the day Mr. Robins- 
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130. If the principal withdraws .and the ball is dead, the 
heirs, executors or administrators of the bail must be proceeded 
against in the manner mentioned in the book of instructions 
sent over with the former charter under the title or marginal 
note “MANNER OF PROCEEDINGS AGAINST BAIL”. The 
precept against the representative of the bail must be in the 
form set forth in that book, with this addition that after the 
recital that the defendant had not surrendered himself to be 
charged in execution, there should be a further recital to this 
effect viz., 

“AND WHEREAS it is alleged that the said A. B. (the 
Bail) is dead and that you are his Executor or 
Administrator as the case is THESE ARE THERE- 
FORE &c." 

131. This precept must be served and returned in the manner 
directed by the instructions, and besides the defence mentioned 
therein such executors or administrators (may) plead 

firstly that they are not executor or administrator, or 
secondly, that they have not assets or effects of the 
person to satisfy the recognizance. 

132. In case of either of these pleas, the plaintiff may take 
issue and the matter of fact must be tried, and such plea if 
found to be false, judgment must go for the plaintiff and 
execution, not exceeding the sum mentioned in the recognizance, 
must issue against the representatives of the bail, who will be 
answerable to the amount of the as[sets] which shall be found 
to be in his hands or to have been wasted or misapplied by 
him, but the representatives of such bail are by no means to 
be charged with or liable for more than the amoxmt of the 
effects of the person they represent and which have actually 
come to their hands. 

133. We avoid entering into the case of Soodasiebdass and 
Gapat Burdar. The proceedings transmitted are not complete 
and we therefore recommend it to you to settle the matter 
between the Mayor’s Court and the Zemindar and that you will 
as far as possible frame such rules to be observed by them 
respectively as may for the future avoid a clashing between 
their several jurisdictions. 
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. 94. Mr. Holwell has highly merited our particular notice and 
^encouragement, and the least we can do for him is to lett him 
rise in our service equally with the rest of our servants. We 
•do therefore hereby annul and make void the restriction in 
our commands of the 8th of January 1752 by which he was 
fixed as twelfth and last of Council and to remain so without 
rising to a superior rank therein, and we direct that upon the 
receipt of [this], Mr. Holwell take rank and his seat at the Board 
according to the time of his arrival in Bengal in the same 
manner as if no such restriction had been made, that is to 
.say, next below Mr. Mathew Collett, but however it is our 
meaning and direction that Mr. Holwell do still continue 
•Jemindar and that he is not to quit that post without our leave. 

95. And here we think it proper to declare our sentiments 
for the encouragement of our servants in general that such of 
them as shall by their abilities, integrity and zealous endeavours 
to serve the Company render themselves objects of our favour 
will certainly be taken due notice of. 

96. As it is extremely material that all our servants in 
general should acquire a knowledge of investment, we direct 
that every junior servant be employed part of his time in 
the cottah and that the Export Warehousekeeper do take the 
•necessary care to employ and instruct them in such a manner 
as may effectually answer our intentions. 

97. Your reasons for not employing our junior servants in 
their turn at the subordinate settlements are unsatisfactory; 
we therefore insist upon your carrying into execution the 
directions we gave for that purpose in our general letter of 
the 24th of January 1753. 

98. The account you give of the behaviour of Mr. John 
Wood who is under covenants as a free merchant was such as 
made it necessary, to preserve the authority you are vested 
with from contempt, to order him to proceed to England, and 
we approve of your caution in giving him a year’s notice. As 
it appears you found upon a strict enquiry into the conduct of 
Mr. Bodley on the Mallabar coast that his behaviour was highly 
culpable, you did right in obeying our commands for ordering 
him likewise home, and you may depend upon our supporting 
-you in all your just and impartial proceedings against such 
-persons as do not deserve the benefit of our protection. 



£06 


LETTER FROM COURT 


sects in whose names the beforementioned petition had been 
presented. We are of opinion that the Mayor’s Court, notwith- 
standing this clause, may hold plea in suits between any persons, 
though bom in India, who do not fall within this description. 

138. We shall not willingly apply to His Majesty for any 
alterations in the present charter unless in such instances as 
are essential or very material, as all applications of this kind 
are very difficult and attended with great expence and trouble. 

139. It is probable your letter in answer to this may furnish 
us with further observations upon the charter, and as we may 
be at a loss for the reasons that may be offered in support of 
such alterations as may be proposed, we desire for the satis- 
faction of His Majesty’s ministers [and] for our own that in 
all cases where any alterations may be thought necessary in 
the present charter, you take the same into your consideration 
in consultation with other persons and particularly with some 
of the principal persons that be affected by such alteration and 
that you enter the reasons that may be offered for or against 
the alteration in your Consultations, and that in all cases you 
send us the precise form of the clause or paragraph in the 
words you would have it stand in any further grant which may 
be made by His Majesty in consequence of our application to 
him for the purpose. 

140. In the 26th paragraph of our letter of the 24th Jany 
1753 we directed the Mayor’s Court and- Court of Requests to 
point out to . us such alterations in the charter , as they should 
think necessary, but as we find that method to be inconvenient, 
we desire you will signify to the Mayor’s Court and Court of 
Request, and to ^aU others that for the future- their, applications 
for any pu:^ose whatsoever be not .made to us in the first 
instance, but they make the same to you, .our President and 
Coimcil, to the end that you may examine them and then trans- 
mit them to us with your opinions, reasons and , observations 
upon them. 

141. We have not. received by any- of the ships' this season 
an accoimt of wills registered at the Mayor’s Court,. which has 
proved a great disappointment to many persons who have 
applied for a sight of- them; it must therefore be your busiaess 
to call upon the Mayor’s Court every season for all the books. 
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103. But all the rules and directions we can lay down will 
be of no effect nor can we ever expect to see our affairs properly 
conducted, unless the President for the time being, agreeable 
to his situation and the real intention of his post, is a general 
inspector and supravisor of the whole machine. In that light 
we look upon the President and we expect Mr. Drake will exert 
himself accordingly. We shall then find that the several im- 
portant posts, which have been hitherto conducted too indepen- 
dently, will be properly checked and controuled and our servants 
in general will likewise be in all respects kept to their duty. 
Whenever therefore the President shall lay before you any 
complaints or observations upon the conduct or management of 
our servants of any rank or degree or proposes any regulations 
for the better management of our affairs in general or any 
particular branches of them, you are seriously to attend to and 
consider them and apply such remedies as the nature of them 
requires. 

104. Whatever directions we give to you must always be 
understood to extend to all your subordinate settlements as far 
as circumstances will admit and you are to give the necessary 
orders accordingly. 

105. In consequence of the authority the President is vested 
with, he is to call upon the several persons employed to see 
in what manner their business is executed and prevent giving 
us such continual reasons for complaint, for we are sorry to 
say that almost all the books, papers and accounts received 
this season, with regard to method as well as writing, are faulty 
and slovenly to a degree that we are quite ashamed, and plainly 
shew the great negligence of both our senior and junior servants. 

106. The Consultation book in particular is very faulty and 
in abundance of respects, especially as many material papers and 
accounts are omitted to be entered and the greatest part of it 
so carelessly copied as to be hardly legible, and the general 
books have equal faults to be found with them. 

107. It is a by law of this Company that the Court of 
Directors shall annually in the month of June cause a general 
state of the Company’s affairs to be drawn out and laid before 
them. This is the principal reason for our directing you to 
send us by every opportunity an account of your quick stock. 
125 Dir. of Arch. 
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some time hence according .as .circumstances may make it 
necessary. 

144. Captain Samson of the Hardwicke upon the departure 
from the Downes advised us he had taken on board a young 
lady as a passenger for Madeira, whose name we have since 
been informed is Campbell. As he had not our leave for that 
purpose, and as we are apprehensive he intended to carry her 
to India, if therefore she shall be landed at Bengal or at any 
of our settlements under your Presidency, you are hereby 
positively ordered to take effectual care that she is sent back 
to England at the expence of the owners of the Hardwicke upon 
the first ship you shall dispatch. 

145. We are very desirous that a provision should be made 
for the relief of the widows of such of our military officers who 
are left in indigent circumstances, as likewise for sick and 
wounded and disabled officers and privates upon the Bengal 
establishment. We therefore most earnestly recommend it to 
you to consider of ways and means for setting [up] a fund for' 
those good purposes. We will not point out to you what each 
officer and private man shall contribute thereto of his pay 
according to his rank, as judging that you, in concert with 
our principal and other officers, may be better able to settle 
the same to the general satisfaction of the whole body. Among 
other good effects of such a fund, it will prevent your sending 
over to us many unhappy objects, whom we know not how to 
relieve, as having no fund out of which to support them, and 
you are hereby directed to send us a very particular account 
of your proceedings in consequence of this recommendation. 

146. We have chosen the following persons to serve us in 
a military capacity at our Presidency of Port William viz., ' 
Thomas Blagg who is to succeed to the first vacant lieutenancy 
that shall happen after his arrival, and after those gentlemen 
who went out in the same rank the preceeding years have been 
provided for, also Richard Geers, Henry Spelman and William 
Hastings who are to succeed in the like manner to the first 
vacancys as ensigns. Lieutenant Blagg and Ensign Spelman 
take their passage on the Duke of Dorsett and Ensign Geers 
and Hastings on the Eastcourt; their pay is to commence upon 
their arrival at Fort William viz., Mr. Blagg as a lieutenant and 
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trade. You must therefore for the future oblige every com- 
mander to make oath before you, agreeable to his instructions, 
that the money paid in by him is [ . . . ] part of his allowed 
privileges and profits thereon and that he neither has taken 
up, nor will take up [ ... ] money in India to trade withal ir. 
the room of it. Upon your so doing you are to grant a certificatt 
for the amount. 

112. The book of standing orders transmitted to us by the 
Porlfield is vcr>' defoclive, and particularly for more [than] 
ten years past. We therefore positively insist upon and direct 
that you turn twenty j'eats backward at least and make a 
careful abstract from our commands to you, not only of what 
are therein particularly termed standing orders, but of what- 
ever else shall bo judged to be rules of conduct, and here you 
are not to fail on any pretence whatsoever, and that we may 
bo a.‘5sured of your compliance you are not to fail sending us 
a copy as soon as it can be possibly compleated. That this 
collection may be made with judgment, it must be performed 
by one or more of your ablest hands. 

113. All papers of consequence any way relative to the Com- 
pany of their affairs should be constantly made a part of your 
packets and accordingly inserted in the lists. To shew you 
how defective you have been in this particular, we now send 
5'ou an account of such papem on’.y, which ought to have been 
inserted in the Falmouth’s packet, as a specimen of many other 
omis.sions of the like nature. 

114. Although the officers and military recruits on the ships 
Eastcourt and Duke of Dorsett are intended for your Presidency, 
wo are apprehensive the President and Council of Fort St. 
George will be under the necessity of making use of the 
liberty wo have given of detaining them for our service on 
the coast of Choromandel. Under these circumstances we can 
only recommend it to you with the assistance of Colonel Scott 
to recruit and keep up your garrison in the best manner in 
your power, until from a happy lum [of] our affairs you may 
be supplied in the usual manner. 

115. We observe and approve of the method the President 
and Council of Fort St. George have agreed upon of continuing 
the detachments, belonging to and intended for Bengal, as pro- 
perly belonging to the Bengal establishment, and it would be 
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(Extracts from paras. 19, 54, 56, 64, 77, 79-81, 105, 125, 136-37, 
142 and 144 published in Long.'s Selections from Unpublished 
Records, 1748-67, pp. 64^68. 

Paragraphs 73, 74. and. 94 published in Holwell’s India 
Tracts, pp, 249-50. 
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LETTER DATED 14 FEBRUARY 1755 

QrUR President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

It is highly necessary you should be informed that great 
naval preparations are .making both here and. in France; what 
the event of them may be cannot be foreseen; you will therefore 
do well to be upon your guard. 

We are. 

Your loving friends. 

R. Drake/Richd Chauncy/W, Mabbott/J. Raymond/ 
W, Willy /P. Godfrey /Whichcott Turner /John Payne/ 
Nich. Linwood/Z; Pi Fonnereau/Thomas Walpole/ 
Will. Barwell/Hy. C. Boulton/Thos. Phipps/Charles 
Cutts/Charles Gough/N. Newnham Junr./W. Wilber- 
' force Junr./Robt. Jones. . 

London, 

14th February 1755. 

(Ref: — ^Home Public General Letters from Court, Vol. 1, 
1755-58, p. 52.) 
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LETTER DATED 26 MARCH 1755 

Shipping news — the Courts . concern at the mistakes in 
invoicing and the deficiencies in packing — apprehensions re- 
garding recrudescence of hostilities with the French — His 
Majesty’s troops sent for service in the East Indies. 

O UR President and Council at Fort William in- Bengal. 

1, The Eastcourt and Duke of Dorset sailed out of the Downes 
on the 17th of February, by which ships we sent in duplicates 
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Letter from Mr. Kelsall and others to the Court of Directors 
for enlarging the sums cognizable by them to one hundred 
rupees. 

Letter from the Mayor’s Court to the Court of Directors 
wherein most of the particiilars beforementioned are repeated. 

120. We shall consider these papers in the order we have 
stated them. 

121. On the 30th October 1753 a rule of the Mayor’s Court 
was made to oblige executors and administrators to deliver in 
inventories and accounts of the estates of the persons they 
represented within the times therein limited, which order we 
are of opinion was a very right and proper one. 

122. On the 6th and 15th November 1753 Mr. Alderman 
Rannie made other motions for the further regulation of 
executors and administrators. The subject of these motions, 
however substantially right in themselves, do not seem to us 
to be so properly rules of practice as laying down rules for 
what should be the judgment of the court upon cases that 
may come before them, but however that may be, they were 
not questions in any particular cause then immediately under 
the consideration of the court but were motions only for the 
forming general rules of practice, which rules, if they had been 
agreed to by the court, were to affect all persons in general 
and were not calculated to affect any one person in particular 
or by name upon questions of this nature, and which carried, 
are to be the acts of the court. We are of opinion every member 
of this court has a right to give his opinion and vote as he 
thinks fit and the court ought not to have received Mr. 
Dumbleton’s information. We think Mr. Goddard and Mr. Gray 
had a right as Aldermen to vote in these questions and that our 
Governor and Council were likewise right in dismissing the 
application that was made to them for removing Mr. Goddard 
and Mr. Gray from their office of Aldermen on this account. 

123. As to Deepchund’s deposit, Mr. Cole being the plaintiff 
in the cause obtained a decree to have Deepchund’s deposit 
paid to him with interest and costs. From the decree an 
appeal was brought before the King in Cotmcil, upon hearing 
whereof the decree was reversed as to interest and cost, and 
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affidavits of the defendant’s state of mind, apply to the court 
that a guardian may be appointed for the defendant' and the 
court may appoint one accordingly and may afterwards proceed 
in the cause as in other cases, and though a like case with the 
present may not perhaps offer again, yet if it should, we are 
of opinion a common appearance only should, be entered for 
such a defendant as [it] seems to be a great hardship that a 
person under such circumstances should be obliged to give 
bail. 

125. We are very glad the institution of a Court of Request^ 
is so agreeable and useful as Mr. Kelsall in his letter to us 
represents it to be. but we cannot extend their cognizance to 
larger sums than what are given them by the charter, since 
however useful it might be, there is no probability that His 
Majesty would upon any application enlarge the sums, as all 
the Acts of Parliament, of which there are several for the 
erecting of like courts in different parts of the kingdom, have 
not in any of them invested such courts with a power of hearing 
and determining in suits exceeding the value of forty shillings. 
The Zemindar must conform to the rules and orders we have 
established for [the] government and then we are not appre- 
hensive any inconvenience can arise from the exercise of his 
office. 

126. By what we have already said we have answered the 
greatest part of the letter from the Mayor’s Court. We shall 
therefore take no further notice of it than of such parts only 
as have not yet been mentioned. 

127. The Mayor’s Court say they cannot find any provision 
made in cases where the bail dies, the defendant being dead 
or withdrawn before satisfaction made to a final decree, and 
that it is a point in question whether the estate [of] such bail 
is liable to make satisfaction. 

128. A person who becomes bail for another enters a recog- 
nizance whereby he undertakes in. a certain sum that if the 
defendant shall be condemned in , the suit he will .surrender 
his person or make satisfaction for him. 

129. By this obligation the bail and his representative- and 
estate are bound to the performance of the condition of it and 
the recognizance is a charge upon his estate preferable to bond 
debts. 
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must take out her cargo as fast as possible to prevent the expence 
of demorage. If she shall be disposed of in Bengal you must 
take particular care that the purchaser or purchasers give 
sufficient security that she shall not on any account or pretence 
whatsoever return to England again or be sold to the French or 
any other European nation; this must likewise be recommended 
in the strongest terms to the President and Coun^’ of Bombay, 
or to our servants wherever ishe may proceed to be disposed 
of, in case of her not being sold in Bengal. 


5. On stating and selling the ship Chesterfield’s account with 
the owners, we observe Capt. Carter paid for one himdred and 
forty plates of copper weighing fourteen maimds twenty eight 
seer and four pice, which was reported to you by the Import 
Warehousekeeper deficient but no notice is taken either in the 
report or on the Consultation, whether the chests were delivered 
in good condition, or not, and as the owners demand the re- 
payment of the amoimt of the said copper alledging that the 
chests were delivered in good condition, you are therefore 
directed to make a particular enquiry as to the condition of 
the package of the said copper when it was delivered and send 
the same to us by the first conveyance together with your 
opinion thereupon. As it appears that the said report was not 
made until near two months after the delivery of the copper 
from the ship, and as we find continual difficulties arise in 
selling the accounts of shipping with the owners, as to that part 
of them which relates to goods damaged and wanting owing 
principally to the want of a due attention in describing the 
condition of the packages and other negligencies, you are there- 
fore hereby possitively directed in future to cause all goods and 
treasure to be surveyed, weighed and told over in the presence 
of the captain or purser as soon as it can be conveniently done 
after they are landed, and you are to comply very carefully 
with the former orders we have given you for describing the 
condition of such packages in which there are any goods damaged 
or wanting, and you are particularly to observe the orders given 
to your Presidency in the general letter of the 20th March 1744 
with regard to the manner of weighing goods. 

6. You will observe by the accounts of pieces wanting and 
over annually sent you, and signed by our -Warehousekeepers, 
particularly those transmitted this season, that there are pieces 
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131. TJic Mayor's Court say they arc at a loss how to under- 
stand that part of our instructions directing the Accountant 
Gfnoral to draw upon our President and Council for such 
<icpo:.ils as the Mayor’s Court shall order to be paid or delivered 
ovtM- to ti’,0 suitors, as the form of the draft contains a proviso 
for making the same void if not complied with in a month after 
the date, and from thence form a question how the suitor is 
:<» recover his money or elTecis. if by any accident such draft 
should not be complied with, within the limited time. 

l.'>,5. This provi.sion is agreeable to the rules obsen'ed by the 
Accountant General of the Court of Chancerj’ wliich, by the 
charier, wc are directed to confonn to and the reason [is] to 
prevent such draft.s being negotiated as monci' and the better to 
<-nabIe the Accountant General to keep and ball[ancc] his ac- 
coxmts. as many mconveniencies would arise if a time was not 
limited for the bringing m of such draft. If the draft is not 
complied with in due time, the person to whom such draft is 
made payable must deliver it up to the Accountant General who 
mu; t ilsereupon cancel it and give a fresh one; but if a draft 
should be lo;;i. in that case application must be made to the 
Mayor's Court, and the party to whom such draft was made 
must, by projicr proof upon oath, shew how and b^' what means 
such draft happened to be lost, and upon making out their case 
to the satisfaction of the court, the court by a new order must 
direct the Accountant General to make another draft in the 
place of that which may so happen to have been lost. 

13G. The Mayor’s Court complain of that part of the charter 
v.-]jich takes from them the cognizance of disputes between the 
natives. 

137. This insertion was occasioned by a representation which 
in the year 1735 was made to our President and Council at 
Fort St, George by petition in the names of the whole body 
of inhabitants of Madras Bramins, Guzzerals right and left, 
Gentoos and Moom, setting forth that they had laws and customs 
of their own difToring from those of England and praying that 
they might be at liberty to determine the differences arising 
among themselves by arbitrators of their own chusing, to which 
we at that time agreed and in consequence thereof got this clause 
to be made a part of the present charter and under the words 
Indian natives [we] meant to include the several persons and 
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10. As we think it right that the .establishment of our 
artillery companies should be as_ near as possible conformable- 
to His Majesty’s, and having given commands 'for that purpose 
to our other Presidencies, we now do the same to you, and it; 
is accordingly hereby ordered and directed that, instead of the- 
establishment of the company at Fort William directed in our 
general letter of the 15th December 1752, that the said company 
of artillery be composed of the following officers and private 
men with the pay hereunder mentioned viz., 

A captain at two hundred pounds a year.. 

One captain lieutenant one hundred nine pounds,. 

and ten shillings. 

One first lieutenant one hundred pounds do.. 

One second lieutenant.... ninety pounds do 

Three lieutenant fireworkers three shillings a day each- 

Three serjeants ; two shillings do. 

Three corporals one shilling and eight pence- 

do. 

Eight bombardiers one shilling and six pence do- 

Twenty gunners one shilling and four pence do.. 

Sixty four mattrosses one shilling do- 

Two drummers one shilling do 

Total 107. 

11. The regulations and rules laid dov/n in our former 
establishment of the 17th of June 1748 are to continue in force- 
so far as is consistent with this new one. 

12. We had some thoughts of regulating your marines but 
vve have upon further consideration judged it more adviseable 
to defer the same until next season, that we may have before- 
us your proceedings in consequence of our commands in the 
general letter of the 23rd of January 1754, which as we shall, 
depend upon being sent in the most disinterested, exact and 
explicit manner, they will render our commands on this head 
more perfect than they can possibly be this season. 
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papers and accounts necessary to be transmitted to us, the 
register of wills in particular, all of which are to be made part 
of yotur packets, as we shall always expect them to pass through 
your hands. 


Supplement. 

142. Since what we have mentioned imder the 3rd head with 
regard to Mr. Wogan, we are not surprised at the large fortune 
he has acquired in so short a time, having been informed that 
he supplied the Dutch with their Dacca goods on which he 
got at least fifteen per cent. This practice of furnishing our 
rivals with goods, we have great reasons to believe, has been 
for some time past and is at present carried on by our servants 
greatly to our prejudice, by furnishing the Dutch with those 
very goods which we ordered and were provided with our dadney 
and puttim, and particularly the best in quality which we are 
confirmed in from the general opinion of the Dutch gentlemen 
who come over to our sales, who all say that their Dacca goods 
are greatly superior to ours. This accounts for the cause of 
our justly repeated complaints of the badness of those goods 
and we can never expect to be remedied so long as these 
practices are continued. We therefore positively command 
you to a strict enquiry into this affair in particular and send 
us an accoimt of your proceedings therein, by which we shall 
be able to judge whether you have proceeded in earnest and 
who (if any) have been guilty of this infamous practice. We 
are further informed that these very goods are sent down imder 
the protection of the Company’s dusticks, which could not be 
done without your knowledge if you did your duty, [ . . . ] 
will we suffer our rivals to run away with the benefit of our 
dear bought privileges. We therefore expect and require of 
you to take effectual care that the dusticks are not made use 
off to cover from, the country dutys any but the Company’s or 
their immediate servants’ goods, and that you do strictly 
examine and compare the goods with the dusticks to see that 
they are delivered at Calcutta agreeable thereto, that they are 
not afterwards carried to the settlements of any other' Europeans 
whatsoever. 

143. Since writing the beforegoing, we have taken, .up another 
ship upon the usual terms viz., the Pelham, . Capt. George 
Lindsay commander, burthen 499 tons. We shall station her 
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V/e are, 

Your loving friends. 

John Dorrien/John Manship /James Creed/Cha Gough/ 
Timothy Tullie/Thos. Rous./Maximn V/estem/ Henry 
Plant/ John Boyd/N. Newnham Jr./Lau. Sullivan/ 
Rob. Jones/R. Bootle /Charles Ghambers/R. Drake/ 
P. Godfrey /John Payne/ J, RaymoniJ/Hy, Crabb 
Boulton/Heny. Savage. 

London, 

16th April 1755. 

(Ref: — Copies of records obtained from India Office, Vol. 
18, p. 146.) 
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LETTER DATED 10 OCTOBER 1755 

Shipping news — personnel of the Secret Committee — orders 
for a large quantity of saltpetre for the - coining season — the 
Council directed to take necessary precautions in view of strained 
Anglo-French relations. 

OUR President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. We take this opportunity of sending you by the way of 
Fort St. George, some general advices, the early information 
whereof may be of use. 

2.. The several letters we, writ .to you last season were dated 
the 29tii of November 1754, the 31st, of January, 14th .February, 
26th.. .of March aiid 16th. April 1755.. alj which we hope came, 
safe to your .hands, as likewise, some separate .letters to, the. 
President and others which went by the same conveyances as. 
our said general letters. 

3. The accompanying list will inform .you of the times our 
several ships of last season proceeded on their respective 
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the other three as ensigns, although they may not immediately 
succeed to the stations intended for them as beforementioned. 

147. Notwithstanding our giving commissions to the said 
several persons [...] succeeding to any vacancies, yet [...] 
such commissions are not to determine the rank, which it is our 
pleasure shall be exactly in the [order] we have named them 
in the proceeding paragraph. 

148. As the said persons are to receive pay as beforementioned, 
although there shall happen no immediate [vacancies], you must 
take care that they are usefully employed [until] you have an 
opportunity of giving them commission. 

149. You will receive by these ships, the Eastcourt [and the] 
Duke of Dorsett, about two hundred recruits unless they happen 
to be detained at Fort St. George, agreeable to what we have 
mentioned in the preceding part of this letter. In case the 
beforementioned officers shall likewise be detained at Fort St. 
George, they are notwithstanding to preserve [their] rank at 
your Presidency according to the directions [we] have given 
in the 115th paragraph. 

150. Having reason to be dissatisfied with the conduct of 
Mr. Edward Holden Cruttenden, we [hereby] direct that upon 
the receipt of this he be immediately dismissed from the 
Company’s service. 


We are. 

Your loving friends. 

R. Drake/Richd. Chauncy/W. Mabott/M. Impey/John 
Payne /Whichcott Turner/J. Raymond/Thos. Phipps/ 
Nichs. Linwood/W. Willy/Hy. Crabb Boulton/Z. P. 
Fonnereau/Chas Gough /Chas Cutts/W. Wilberforce 
Junr. 

London, 

31st January 1755. 

{Ref : — ^Home Public General Letters from Court, Vol. 1. 
1755-58, pp. 1-51.) 
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1 1 8 LETTER PROM COURT 

. For the Harcourt.to be .dispatched from hence and the 
"Houghton expected irom the . Mallabar coast 
Messieurs Edward Phipps," Richard Wood, Robert 
Mackett and John Hull. ^ ' 

, ..For . the Caernarvon and Suffolk Messieurs Frederick 
Pigou, ' Thomas. Lockwood, Richard Peisley, and 
Francis Kinnersley who are now in China. 

For the ship Griffin ' ’stationed- for Limpao Messieurs 
Thomas Fitzhugh, James Flint both now in China 
and Benjamin Torin who proceeds from hence, but 
if it happens that the said (Ship does not proceed to 
Limpao, but shall be under the necessity of loading 
home from Canton, in such case the Supra Cargos 
are to be Messieurs Phipps, Harrington, Devisme 
and Torin. 

For such ship or ships as shall or may arrive at Canton 
in the year 1756 destitute of Supra Cargos Messieurs 
Shore, Phipps, Wood, Searle, Mackett, Harrington. 
Devisme and Hull. 

8. You will observe that we have made no disposition foi 
"the continuance of any Supra Cargos in China for the year 1757. 
We h.'^ve for good reasons dropt the practice we have, lately 
fallen into of continuing a sett the year round (for the present 
•at least) and we have ordered Messieurs Phipps, Wood, Mackett. 
and Hull to dispose of the whole consignment of woollen goods 
intended for Canton this season, which all goes directly thither 
in the Harcourt. 

n. The Griffin for St. Helena and Limpao and the Delawar 
■for Fort St. George are now under dispatch. The Harcourt 
as above-mentioned directly for Canton, the Stormont and 
Godolphin with the Caernarvon and Suffolk for Fort St. George 
and China, also the Marlborough for Madeira, Fort St. George 
•and Bengal, likewise the Oxford for St. Helena and the west 
■coast will proceed on their voyages the beginning of December. 
The Chesterfield and Walpole for Fort St. George and Bengal 
will follow the beginning of February, and the Bombay ships 
about the usual time. This is the disposition of our shippin.g 
.at present; it may be deviated from or altered as circumstances 
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our general letter of the 31st of January, a triplicate whereof 
you will receive by this conveyance in the Dodington. 

2. The Dragon, Captain Henry Kent, arrived at Spithead 
on the 14th of February last from the west coast of Sumatra 
having lost her passage about the Cape. She brought us your 
general letter of the 3rd of September 1753, duplicates whereof 
came to our hand long before, as you have been already 
advised. 

3. The Dodington by which you will receive this letter now 
proceeds to Fort St. George with a large quantity of stores 
for His Majesty’s land and sea forces and about two hundred 
soldiers, part of whom consists of a detachment from the royal 
regiment of artillery, together with several articles for that 
Presidency, which being delivered she is to proceed directly to 
Bengal, unless the President and Council of Fort St. George 
shall think it more for our interest to employ her in a different 
manner, in which case the goods and stores consigned on her 
to you will be forwarded by them, by the first safe conveyance 
together with this letter, the invoice and bill of lading and all 
other necessary papers. 

4. In our last general letter of the 31st of January we gave 
you a summary account of our design in taking up the Doding- 
ton, and the terms on which we freighted her. We now trans- 
mit to Fort St. George the charterparty agreement between the 
Company and the owners, which will be forwarded to you in 
case she proceeds to Bengal, to which therefore we refer you 
for further particulars, and we expect your pimctual observance 
of, but we must inform you that we have paid to the owners 
the sum of seventeen hundred and fifty pounds, being one 
moiety of the freight agreed for, and have or shall pay to them 
likewise in England the amount of the passage money for the 
passengers and soldiers. You will observe, if the said ship shall 
be detained at Fort St. George and Bengal for delivering her 
cargo more than thirty days in the whole at both places, we 
are to pay demorage. We have therefore directed our President 
and Council of Fort St. George, in case she proceeds to Bengal, 
to forward the charterparty and other necessary papers on her, 
together with an account of what money they have paid to the 
commander on account of the owners and other proper infor- 
mations for the adjusting and finishing their account. You 
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14. As we cannot by this conveyance send you any particular 
directions with regard to the investment to be made in Bengal, 
we can only recommend it to you to proceed in the same manner- 
and with the like diligence as you have done for two seasons^ 
past, and with regard to the sorts, quantities and qualities of 
the goods to be provided, the list sent you last season must be- 
the guide until you receive a new one, at the same time making 
all due allowance for the number of ships to be provided for 
at yours and Fort St. George Presidency. 

15. And you must make such an early and competent pro- 
vision of saltpetre upon the best terms you can as will be- 
sufficient for the several iships to be sent home not only from 
Bengal but from our other Presidencies. We shall expect to 
receive from our several settlements in the year 1756 at least 
two thousand tons of saltpetre and you are to guide yourselves 
accordingly in your purchases, first making as near an estimate 
as you can of what proportions of that quantity remain on hand. 
and may be shipped off from our Presidencies of Fort St. George 
and Bombay. As the quantity of saltpetre now ordered is 
very large you must be extremely cautious in your contracts- 
for it so as to purchase upon the cheapest terms possible. 

16. Having given permission for the lading some coral on 
the Delawar it is necessary you should be acquainted that the- 
freighters of silver and other licensed trade do agree as usual 
that if any ship or ships of this season on which such articles- 
are laden shall proceed to Bengal without touching at Fort St.. 
George or on the other hand arrive at Fort St. George and do 
not proceed to Bengal, that the President and Council at either 
place may forward the same agreeable to the original consign- 
ment on any of our European ships at the risque of the said’ 
freighters but without any further charge to them, 

17. Our principal view in dispatching the Delawar so early 
was to give information to you, as well as to our other Presi- 
dencys. that hostilities are commenced between the British and 
French nations in America, that a great -number of French 
ships have been already and are continued to be taken in Europe- 
by our men of war, but none of them have been yet condemned, 
nor have commissions been issued for privateers or any letters 
of mart* granted here, there is no account that the French 
have issued letters of mart . or reprisals, nor have they taken 
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NVanting in many bales although the packages are entire and 
-without any appearance of plunder, also, that there are many 
mistakes in invoicing piece goods. You must for the future 
give directions that particular care be taken both in invoicing 
-and packing all goods to prevent such mistakes and deficiencies, 
for we now acquaint you that in case any goods in future are 
received short of invoice the person or persons who sign the 
■tickets in the bales will be charged with such deficiencies, 

7. Great naval preparations have been making in France 
'‘or some time past, which has given so just an alarm to our 
administration and the nation in general, that a fleet is fitting 
out with the greatest zeal and alacrity, sufficient to protect the 
honour of the British nation. What may be the consequence 
of those armaments cannot be foreseen, but in all events, it will 
be absolutely nccessaiy that you stand well upon your guard, 
until we can with some certainty give you further informations. 


8. Although we expect that our three Presidencies at all 
times act in concert and with mutual harmony and give their 
aid, assistance and advice wherever and whenever it may be 
necessary for the common interest of the Company, without 
confining their views to their respective Presidencies only, yet 
it is at this critical time more immediately necessary, and there- 
fore we most strongly enjoin your observance of it, and that 
•you will give all due attention to the advices you may receive 
for those purposes from the Governours and Councils of our 
other Presidencies, or the Governours or any select committee 
constituted by us, or our Secret Committee. 

9. His Majesty having, out of a tender regard for the welfare 
of the Company in the present crisis, most graciously assisted 
-us with a detachment from his royal regiment of artillery, 
•of four companies, each consisting, according to the establish- 
ment, of one hundred and seven men, commission and non- 
commission officers included, one of the said companies is 
•embarked on the Dodington and the other three on the Bombay 

ships. The manner those companies are to be employed, and 
consequently the destination of our said ships, fall under the 
-particular directions of our Secret Committee, who will give 
"the necessary informations wherever they shall think fit. 

125 Dir of Arch ^ 
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1. Wc writ you a short loiter by tlie Dolawar, dated the 
Utlh of October, to be forwarded to you either by that ship, 
or l.be first conveyance that o/Tered from Fort .St, Georf'e. She 
left Spilhead in company with the Griffin on the last day of 
that month, having been retarded so long by several unavoid- 
able incidents, A duplicate of our raid letter comes herewith. 

2. Wc forward this letter by the Marlborough, to infoiTn 
you that we have desired our correspondents at the island of 
Madeira to load on her the annual supply of wines for our 
settlements, one hundred and fifty pipe.s whereof are to be con- 
signed to Fort St. George, and the like quantity to you, but 
wc have, ns usual, indulged the President and Council at Fort 
St. George to detain part of the wine consigned to you. not 
exceeding fifty pipes, provided they are really in want of it. 
and not otherwise; upon arrival of the wine in Bengal, you 
must continue your method of having it carefully surveyed, 
ns well on board as ashore, that wo may judge whether we 
sulTer either by our correspondents at Madeira, or by any 
embezzlements or carelosrness in the people of the ship, that 
wc may take the necessary measures for obtaining satisfaction 
accordingly. 

*1. Should the commander and ship’s company of the 
Marlborough exceed the twenty pipes wo have indulged them 
to carry, the surplus must bo deemed illicit trade, and proceeded 
against agreeable to our repealed directions. 

4. We have taken such notice of your complaint of .the 
quality of the wine you received by the St. George, as likewise 
of complaint made by the President and Council of Fort St. 
George as to the deficiency in the size of the casks of what 
they received by the same ship, as we believe will leave no 
reason for complaints of this kind again. 

5. The Marlborough having nothing more than the before- 
mentioned one hundred and fifty pipes of wine consigned to 
you, it is left to the discretion of the President and Council of 
Fort St. George,, either to send the said ship immediately to 
you with the wine and any other consignment they may have 
in readiness, or forward them by any other safe conveyances. 
Whether it will be best to return her to us from one or the 
other Presidency, you, in concert with our servants at Fort 
St. George, must determine according to circumstances; but 
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We are, 

Your loving friends. 

R. Drake/Richd. Chaxmcy/W. :Mabbott/M. Impey/ 
N. Newnham Junr./John Payne /Whichcott Turner/ 
Thos. Phipps/ W. Willy /Rob. Jones/Stephen Law/ 
John Boyd/Will. Barwell/Cha. Cutts/Hy. Crabb 
Boulton/Chas. Gough. - . 

London, 

26th March 1755. 

(Ref .: — Home Public General Letters from Court, Vol. L 
1755-58, pp. 53-57.) 
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UR President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 


1. It is necessary you 'should be informed that the Committee 
of Secrecy for the ensuing season is composed of the following 
gentlemen viz., Roger Drake, Peter* Godfrey, Christopher 
Burrow, John Payne and Jones Raymond Esqrs., three of whom 
are a quorum. 


2. The British and French armaments continue preparing 
with the greatest vigour, and as we apprehend both fleets are 
upon the point of sailing, it is likely we shall in a short time know 
whether the event will be peace or war, we fear the latter. 

3. A ship arrived a few days ago at Port L!Orient from 
Pondicherry by which the French, are informed that the Mogul 
Emperor has been dethroned^ and a prince of the royal family 
placed in his stead; this is an event, if true, that well deserves 
your attention and the best use must be made of it in conjunction 
with our other Presidencies, as well to secure our trade rights 
and privileges as to prevent as much as lies in your power the 
artful designs of the French at Delhi in procuring grants to- 
the prejudice of this Company. 
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LETTER DATED 19 DECEMBER 1755 

Shipping news — instructions to provide a large quantity of 
saltpetre for the ships of the season — the Court's approval of 
the goods purchased at the aurungs through the gomastahs. 

President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. We writ to you this season by the ships Delawar and 
Marlborough; the letter by the first named ship was dated the 
10th of October and that by the other the 3rd of December, 
duplicates and triplicates whereof are now sent on the Coast 
and China ships to Fort St. George, to be forwarded to you 
together with this letter. 

2. The Delawar and Grifiin sailed from Spithead on the 
31st of October under a convoy, which left them in safety, 
and making the best of their way on their voyages, the 14th of 
November in the latitude of 41 degree north. 

3. The Harcourt directly for China, the Marlborough for the 
island of Madeira and the Coast and Bay, and the Oxford for 
St, Helena and the West Coast were dispatched on the 6th day of 
December; for the time of their final departure from England, 
we refer to the general lists of the arrival and departure of 
our shipping, which we shall cause to be sent you. 

4. The ships Stormont, Godolphin, Caernarvon and Suffolk 
for the coast of Choromandel and China are now under dis- 
patch, on which we have consigned to the President and Council 
at Fort St. George treasure to a considerable amount, as we 
likewise did by the Delawar and Marlborough, as large a pro- 
portion whereof as they can possibly spare, being to be for- 
warded to you by the first safe conveyances, and we hope will . 
get to Bengal early enough to do us good service. 

5. The treasure intended to be laden on the two Coast and 
Bay ships, the Chesterfield and Walpole, will be consigned in 
the usual manner to you, but at the. same time we mu.st give 

T?4 



Emperor Ahm?d Shah with grandees 




126 


LETTER FROM COURT 

such a provision of that article, both for the ships to be dis- 
patched by you and our other Presidencys, as will be sufficient 
for the several ships to be loaded home, giving every ship such. 
a proportion over and above the charlerparty tonnage as she 
can conveniently carry, on. the commander’s requesting for it 
at the low freight. 

9. Concluding that no ship can be spared to be sent either 
from Fort St. George or Bengal to the west coast of Sumatra, 
to take in any pepper there the ensuing year, we have ordered 
our servants at Fort Marlborough to give the Oxford as full 
a loading of pepper as she can take in, and to acquaint the 
President and Council of Fort St. George with what they shall 
have remaining or may further expect, whose directions they 
are to follow as to the disposition of it, and from whom you 
will receive the necessary advices relative to such surplus 
pepper, if your assistance shall be thought necessary. 

10. The few ships you will have to provide for, and the for- 
wardness which we have reason to believe your investments 
will be in, must probably give you the best opportunity you 
ever had of giving them early dispatches, and therein of shewing 
your diligence and regard to our repeated recommendations on. 
this head. 

11. If there shall be a considerable quantity of goods provided, 
by you and the President and Council at Port St. George, more 
than sufficient for full loadings for the ships on your respective- 
hands, and if our own ship the Dragon shall happen to be at 
either Presidency, or can arrive from Bombay in a proper' 
season to be sent to England, we would have her loaded either' 
from Fort St. George or Bengal or both Presidencys, with such 
surplus investments, and consigned therewith to us accordingly, 
taking care that she is properly manned and fitted for the- 
voyage. 

12. The ships Hardwicke and Dodington were freighted by 
us for voyages to India, as you have been already informed. 
They are now the property of particular persons, who have 
leave to employ or dispose of. them there. If you and our' 
Presidency of Port St, George shall have very pressing occasion 
for further tonnage, and either of those ships can be procured 
and properly fitted and manned for Europe in a seasonable- 
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voyages as likewise of the happy arrival of all those with us 
since we sent you the last accounts. 

4. We are to acknowledge the receipt of your general letters 
of the 6th, 9th and 12th of September, the 7th, 20th and 23rd of 
December 1754, the 9th of January, 3rd of February and 1st 
l\4arch 1755 as likewise of letters from the President and others 
which came in the same packets. 

5. The ships taken up for the Company’s service this season 
are as follows viz., 


Ships Tons Commanders Consignment 

Harconrt 499 William Webber For China 

directly 

Griffin 499 Thomas Dethick St. Helena and 

Limpao in 
China 

Caernarvo’i 499 Norton Hutchinson "j 

Stormo'iit 499 Josiah-Hindman i Fort St. George- 

RufiTolk 499 William Wilsoii [ and China 

Godolphin 499 William Hutchinson J 

Oxford 499 Thomas StevQ.ns St. Helena and 

Bencoolen 

Clmstorliold 499 Edwin Carter "I 

Walpole 499 Francis Fowler }■ Coast and Bay 

Dclawar 42.) Thomas Winter j 

Jlarlboroujih 499 Alexander Macleod Jiladeira Persia 

Hector 499 John Will'ams and Bombay 

Clinton 499 John Nanfan 

' Royal Duke 490 George Cuming y Bombay 

Portfield 400 Carteret Le Govt J. 


6. All orders, directions and instructions which shall be given 
by the Secret Committee for the time being must be strictly 
attended to and carried into execution by the Presidency or 
whoever else they are directed to. The gentlemen who com- 
pose that Committee the present season are Roger Drake, Peter 
Godfrey, Christopher Burrow, John Payne and Jones Raymond 
Esquires. 

7. The several setts of Supra Cargos appointed this season tO' 
conduct our affairs in China, are viz., 

For the ships Stormont and Godolphin Messieurs Thomas 
Shore, John Searle, Stephen Devisme and Joseph 
Harrington. 
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articles of your investment. The goods in general purchased 
by the gomastahs at the aurungs are in both respects preferable 
to those purchased of the merchants, some very few articles 
excepted. The orrua cossaes per Colchester are much preferable 
to those per Winchelsea and Egmont purchased of the 
merchants. 'The cossaes cogmaria both those distinguished 
(C Cos and F C Cos) purchased at Harrial aurung are very 
tolerable, as are the several sorts of Commercolly cossaes 
(Cos C and F C) and the new sort of cossaes Chandporie, all 
purchased at the Jugdea factory, the latter , in particular, and 
the common Cos C are much better than those per Winchelsea 
and Egmont, purchased of the merchants. The cossaes Burron 
are not so good in their kind. The Cossajura mulmulls and 
•dooreas are very tolerable, the quality of the Coincola terrindams 
is much amended, as is that of the mulmulls Ballasore purchased 
at Harripaul aurung, but does not yet come up to that of former 
years. 

17. We must do our servants at Jugdea the justice to com- 
mend them, in having brought about an amendment in quality 
■of their baftaes. The baftaes chutty (I B F Chut) per Winchel- 
sea and Egmont are good, and hope they will encrease the 
quantity of them as well as those per Egmont distinguished IBFM 
which are of a very good kind, of the narrow sort there were too 
many. The humhums' purchased at Luckipore factory are 
very good and cheap, and some of those at that of Abidpore; 
those bought at Harrial are much inferiour as well as dearer, 
for which reasons they should be dropped or decreased, as you 
can increase those of which we received two bales per Col- 
chester invoiced among the Dacca goods, and' distinguished thus 
H M ch and called humhums chardore. 


18. Though some few sorts of the Dacca, goods (particularly 
dooreas) are amended in quality, we still have great reason 
to complain of many others, as some of the terrindams and 
most of the nainsooks and seeihandconnaes, which cpst very 
high prices, are very ord nary; those of. the two last kinds per 
Egmont and Colchester from Jugdea factory will not answer. 

19. The work of some of the Dacca dooreas especially per 
Egmont is very good, but the sprigs. are at much too great a 
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Tequire, and the several commanders will be accordingly under 
:such orders and directions from the Secret Committee as shall 
be judged necessary as well for the security of the ships and 
cargos as any services they may render the Company in the 
•course of the voyage. 

10. The Delawar goes consigned to Fort St. George with 
.a cargo of treasure, goods, merchandize and stores and about 
thirty recruits for our own forces at that settlement. We have 
5iven directions to the President and Council at Fort St. George 
to forward to you as large a proportion of the said treasure as 
•can be spared by the first safe conveyances. 

11. As in all probability the Delawar will be at Fort St. 
•George very early in the season, the President and Council 
.are directed either themselves or in concert with you to employ 
her usefully until the proper time of her being returned home 
irom either of our Presidencies as shall be judged most for the 
Company’s interest. 

12. We shall not order any ship to call upon the west coast 
to take in pepper for China as was done last year in respect 
to the Prince George. You are therefore to concert proper 
measures with the President and Council of Fort St. George 
for sending a ship thither to bring to England the surplus 
pepper remaining after the annual store ship is provided for; 
we give you this early notice that the ship to be employed on 
"this service may compleat her business in time to prevent the 
•danger of a less of passage home. 

13. It may be of service for the more expeditious disposal 
-of the woollen goods on hand at Fort William to give you this 
early notice that^ we shall not exceed the number of two 
hundred and five ba’es of broad cloth and sixteen bales of long 
■ells for your Presidency this season, that none will be sent to 
Fort St. George, that the export for Bombay Presidency will 
consist of about eight hundred and sixty bales of cloth and one 
hundred and fifty three bales of long ells, besides complying 
•with the Persia indent for about five hundred and sixty bales 
•of cloth and five hundred bales of long ells of which last named 
••article there are only ten pieces to the bale. We hope you -will 
•make the best use of this information. 



19 

LETTER DATED 11 FEBRUARY 1756 ' 

The Court welcomes the steps taken hy the Council to- 
check clandestine importation of goods — insists on the appoint- 
ment of a committee to report on the state of the marine — 
instructions to humour the Nawah by timely presents — 
personnel of the Select Committee — Col. Scotfs plan of fortifi- 
cations not to he carried out into execution — the Courtis com- 
ments on the case of Govindaram Mitra — instructions to regulate 
better the lives of the writers — collection of customs at Calcutta 
to be regulated — continuation of strained relations with the 
French. 

QuE President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

' 1. We sent you a short letter by the Delawar, dated the 10th 
October last, principally to give you information of the then 
situation of affairs be.tween the British and French nations, to 
acknowledge the receipt of your several advices this season, 
and likewise to acquaint you with the ships taken into the 
service of the Company for the several parts of India and China, 
their destination, and other general informations. We writ to 
you again on the 3rd of December by the Marlborough, and by 
the ships Caernarvon, Stormont and Suffolk on the 19th of 
the same month to be forwarded to you from Fort St. George. 
As all the said letters have been sent by a sufficient number of 
conveyance there is no necessity for sending any copies of them, 
but we shall recapitulate some of the most material parts and 
proceed in our advices, observations and commands in the 
usual method and 


First, of shipping. 

2. The Delawar in company with the Griffin sailed from 
Spithead on the 31st of October last, and were left in safety 
by their convoy on the 14th of November in the latitude of 
forty one degrees north;. . ' ’ ' 
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any British ships that, we know of, except the Blandford man 
of war of twenty guns, which has been since restored by order 
of the Court of France, as yet there has been no declaration, 
of war made by either nation, as likewise to inform you that 
we have heard nothing from the French East India Company 
relative to the provisional treaty and truce^ made in December 
last by Mr. Saunders'’ on our part and Mr. Godeheu on the 
part of the French for restoring tranquility on the coast of 
Choromandei, although we delivered the said treatys to the 
French Company’s Commissioners then in England so long ago 
as the beginning of last -July upon Mr. Saunders’s arrival on 
the Norfolk. This being the situation of affairs, it is highly 
necessary and we accordingly order you to be strongly on your 
guard, and in constant readiness in every respect to defend 
our estates, rights and privileges in all events. You are to 
watch all the motions of the French and stand upon your defence 
only, unless they shall commit hostilities against us, in which 
case you are to act as shall appear to be most for the Company’s 
interest. 


We are. 

Your loving friend?, 

R. Drake/P. Godfrey /John Payne/Nath. Newnham 
Junr./Henry Plant /Whichcott Turner/John Boyd/ 
L. Sulivan/Robt. Jones/John Dorrien/Heny. Savage/ 
Charles Chambers/Timothy Tullie/Maxim. Western. 
London, 

10th October, 1755. 

(Re/: — ^Home Public General Letters from Court, "Vol. 1^ 
1755-58, pp. 59-64). 


17 

LETT R DATED 3 DECEMBER 1755 

Madeira wine for Bengal — strained Anglo-French relations 
and the consequent race for armament. 

QUR President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 
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a smaller ship than the other three), as well' in point of value 
as tonnage, and load as many goods on each ship over and 
above the charterparty tonnage as she can conveniently take 
in, without being pestered or rendered incapable of defending 
herself in case of an attack at sea, observing, if there is not 
tonnage sufficient for the whole of the investments provided 
at both Presidencies, that so much of the coarser sort of them 
must be reserved for the following season as will leave room 
in the ships for the more valuable sortments. 

7. Concluding from what has been before observed that no 
ship can be spared to be sent either from Fort St. George or 
Bengal to the west coast of Sumatra to take in any pepper 
there the ensuing year, we have ordered our servants at Fort 
Marlborough to load for England on the Oxford as much pepper 
Over and aboye her charterparty tonnage as she can possibly 
take in, and to give notice to the President and Council of Fort 
St. George by the first conveyance that offers of the quantity 
they shall have remaining, and what they have reason further 
to expect after fully loading the Oxford, that such surplus 
pepper may be disposed of in such manner as our said President 
and Council shall think best, who have directions to send you 
such advices as may be necessary on the occasion. 

8. Being desirous of having as large a quantity of saltpetre 
brought home in the ships which proceed to India this season 
as possible, you are to load on each ship as much as she can 
conveniently carry over and above the kintlage proportion, and 
likewise over and above the charterparty tonnage, provided it 
does not interfere with your sending us the more necessary 
and valuable part of your investment, and provided the com- 
mander requests for the last mentioned surplus tonnage in salt- 
petre at the low freight. 

9. If there shall be a considerable quantity of goods provided 
by you and the President and Council of Fort St. George more 
than sufficient for full loadings for the ships on your respective 
hands, and if our own ship the Dragon shall happen to be at 
either Presidency, or can arrive from Bombay in a proper 
season to be sent to England, we would have her loaded home 
either from Fort 'William or Fort St. George or both Presiden- 
cies, with such surplus ’ investments and consigned therewith 
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we have earnestly reminded them that the earliest and satesi 
-opportunitys must be embraced, to forward to Bengal, all the 
treasure they can possibly spare, in bullion or rupees, according 
to the notice you may have given them. 

6. In our letter by the Delawar, we gave you a general view 
of the situation of affairs between the British and French 
nations. We have only to add thereto, that hostilities are carried 
■ on, with vigour, in America, that our men of war in Europe 
take all the French ships they meet with, of which great numbers 
now lay in the several ports of His Majesty’s dominions, but 
none are yet condemned. No declaration of war is made by 
• either nation, no commissions for privateers or letters of marque 
have been issued or granted here, and [so] far from any being 
issued by the French Court, all British merchant ships are 
suffered to go in and out of their ports without molestation. 
However the French continue to exert themselves in encreasing, 
with the utmost diligence, both their land and sea armaments, 
and have drawn down a great number of their forces to their 
•'Coasts, and, it is generally believed, are meditating some grand 
effort. On the other hand, the most vigourous measures are 
taken in England, to be prepared against all attempts, and it 
is with great pleasure the whole nation sees the Parliament 
most heartily concurs therein with His Majesty. This being the 
jpresent situation, you must carefully observe the directions 
we gave in our before-mentioned letter by the Delawar, to 
.stand well upon your guard, that you may baffle any attempts 
which may be made by the French, upon our estate, rights and 
■privileges. 

We are. 

Your loving f:iends, 

R. Drake/P. Godfrey/John Payne/Nath. Newnham 
Junr./R. Bootle /Charles Chambers/Thos. Phipps/ 
Thos. Rous/Hy. Crabb Boulton/Henry Plant/Rob. 
Jones/Heny. Savage /Timothy Tullie/John Manship/ 
Cha. Gough/John Dorrien/Lau Sulivan/Maximn. 
Westem/Christo. Burrow. 

London, 

.3rd December. 1755. 

(Re/:— Home Public General Letters from Court, Vol. 1. 
.1755-58, pp. 67-69). 
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given us as much satisfaction therein as circumstances would 
admit of, particularly by sending the Elizabeth to fill up on the 
west coast and. the York on the coast of Malabar, from whence 
likewise by your disposition (we mean the Mallabar coast) we 
have reason to expect the London and Anson. There seems 
therefore to be very little probability of any ships remaining 
on your hands; however if contrary to our expectations a ship 
or ships shall happen to be detained in India a season extra- 
ordinary for want of goods or from any other unavoidable 
incidents, we shall depend upon your best endeavours for em- 
ploying them in the manner that shall appear most advantageous 
to the Company. We are sensible of the great decline of trade, 
apd. In consequence, of letting out our ships on freight for so 
much money as we could wish, and what in better times we 
have reason to expect; in case therefore it shall be thought 
proper to lett out any on freight, we shall leave the terms to 
be settled by you, and if it shall appear you have acted therein 
to the best of your judgment, we shall rest satisfied, although., 
we are not entirely reimbursed the amount of the demorage 
resulting from the detention. 

13. We have revived our orders for encouraging the com- 
manders of such of our ships as may happen to be dispatched 
from Bengal or Port St. George after the 3rd of March, to use 
their best endeavours to get about the Cape of Good Hope 
and thereby gain their passage home the same season, by pro- 
mising a. gratuity of two hundred guineas in case of a French 
war, and at other time one hundred guineas; at the same time- 
they are acquainted that at whatever time they are dispatched,- 
if it shall appear they do not use their best endeavours to gain 
their passage, they are liable to be rendered incapable of the . 
Company’s service, which we mention for your information in . 
order for your reminding the commanders thereof, and for your 
doing oh your part -w^hatever may be necessary for encouraging 
and enforcing their compliance with this part of their instruc- 
tions. 

14. Upon ' occasion of some late' differences with the., 
owners of our shipping, with respect to demorage, it is necessary 
to make it a standing rule, and you are to observe it as such 
accordingly, that you carefully take notice whether the cbm-’ 
mand'ers. of our Europe' Ships loiter oir mispend their time, 'and ' 
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leave lo the President and Council at Fort St. George to detain 
such part thereof, as shall appear really necessary for the 
Company's service at that Presidency, but no more on any 
pretence whatsoever. 

6. We propose likewise to make such consignments of 
treasure and goods to Bombay as will enable the President 
and Council to assist you with large remittances in treasure or 
by bills. 

7. As we conclude the Britannia and Kent will be loaded 
home from China, and the Anson and London will, in all 
probability, according to the accounts we have lately received, 
be returned to us with full loadings of pepper from the Mallabar 
coast, neitlier you or our servants at Fort St. George will have 
more ships on your hands than will be necessary to bring borne 
your respective investments, and consequently the four ships 
intended this season for the Coast and Bay will be but barely 
sufTicicnt for the goods which, in all probability, will be ready 
for them. Under this circumstance we must leave it to your 
discretion and that of our Presidency of Fort St. George to 
proportion the loading of each ship, as well in point of value 
<is tonnage, by giving such a surplus as shall be thought proper. 
And observing that, if there is not tonnage sufficient for your 
whole investment, such a part of the coarsest sort of it must 
be reserved for the following season, as will make room for 
the more valuable assortments. 

8. When we informed you in our letter of the 10th of 
October that we should expect to receive from our several 
settlements in the year 1755 at least two thousand tons of 
saltpetre, and gave you directions to guide yourselves accord- 
ingly in your purchases of that article, we had reason to believe 
you would have had a ship o'r ships of a former season remaining 
on your hands, which, from what we have mentioned in the 
preceding paragraph, we now apprehend will not be the case. 
However, as we are desirous to receive as large a quantity of 
saltpetre in 1756 as possible, even to the amount of the said 
two thousand tons, we mean from all our settlements, if there 
shall happen to be tonnage for it, and if it can be brought 
home without interfering too much with the more valuable 
parts of yours and their investments, you must therefore make 
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recovering any part of the deficiency from the owners; for the 
future therefore in all similar cases you must charge the ship 
with all deficiencies, or give your reasons for not doing it. 

. 18. The Secret Committee has given and will give the neces- 

sary instructions to the President for the security of our ship- 
ping in the present situation of aifairs, and you are jointly or 
separately to give him your best advice and assistance when- 
ever he shall apply for the same, the better to enable him to 
take such measures as will be most conducive to their safety. 

19. We very much approve of the method you have taken to 
prevent the clandestine importation of woollen and other goods, 
by ordering all sloops and boats which come from Europe ships 
to land their goods at the Crane Gauts* near the factory stairs, 
which, with the other precautions mentioned in your letter of 
the 9th of September 1754, appear to be so well calculated for 
the purpose that we direct them to be carefully continued every 
season in future. 

20. It is highly probable that the copper mentioned in your 
letter of the 7th December 1754 was clandestinely carried from 
hence in one of the Europe ships, but although the presumption 
was strong, we do not think you had evidence sufficient, under 
the circumstances of its .being in the possession of Capt. 
Coatsworth, a commander of a country ship, of his. insisting upon 
its being his property, and that he bought it upon the 
Mallabar coast, but at the same time he ought to have given 
the desired satisfaction of an affidavit, or some proofs of whom 
he bought it, and we desire you will let him know that if he 
ever is found to act in such a dis-ingenuous manner for the 
future, you are to withdraw our protection from and send him 
forthwith to England. Upon the whole we approve of your 
proceedings in this case, and recommend the like vigilance and 
care in future. 

21. With regard to the explicit directions you desire for 
knowing when you have a right to seize, we can only say tha 
whatever goods are brought out in or landed from any o ow 
ships which are not licensed by us, or by our orders, J’®- 
lawfully seized and confiscated, wherever they are fo^d, but 
the manner of getting at a satisfactory and legal evidence to 
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time, we do empower either Presidency to agree with the 
owners, upon the best terms you can, to take up either ship on. 
freight for a voyage to England with such a cargo' as shall be 
thought proper to be consigned to us on her, and in case of 
such an event, all necessary care must be taken to settle the 
agreement as nearly conformable to the usual terms of the 
charterparty of our freighted ships, as circumstances will admit 
of. You are to look upon these directions as an expedient only 
in case it shall be absolutely necessaiy to send home another 
ship, and not otherwise to be made use of. 

13. It was our intentions to have forwarded a list of invest- 
ment by the ships now under dispatch, and for om: better 
government therein had fixed our sale for the Bengal and Coast 
piece goods for the 2nd instant which was a few days after we 
received the news of the fatal calamity which befell the city of 
Lisbon, which by an earthquake that happened on the first of 
November, and a conflagration which ensued, hath almost 
reduced the whole of it to a heap of ruins, to the immense loss 
of the mercantile part of Europe, and of England in particular, 
though Holland and Hamburgh are also very greatly involved 
therein. 

14. This melancholy event caused so great and immediate- 
a stagnation in business, and so much affected publick credit 
in the negotiations of exchange with most parts of Europe, 
that we found ourselves under a necessity, on the pressing 
instances of many of our principal buyers, to postpone the 
sale, and whether it will be possible for us to have it ended 
by the time our latter ships for Coast and Bay sail is yet. 
uncertain. 

15. It is however necessary that you should be informed that 
our investment will, in general, be pretty much on the foot of 
our last, except in the article of gurrahs, in which it must be 
greatly lessened and restrained, as no ships will probably be 
left on your hands, and that the whole of your tonnage will be 
barely sufficient for the finer goods we shall expect from your 
Presidency. 

16. It is with pleasure we can observe' an amendment in 
the quality as well as a reduction in the price of several 
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must appoint a committee to make the necessary, examinations 
and enquiries all which they are to report, to the Board, the 
better to enable you to give us .the satisfaction we desire, in 
failure whereof you may be assured of our highest displeasure. 

Secondly, of goods from Europe or from one pari of India 

to another. 

24. We have sent to Fort St. George this season by the ships 
Delawar, Marlborough, Caernarvon, Stormont, Suffolk, and 
Godolphin to the amount of two hundred and sixty -three 
thousand five hundred and sixty eight pounds sixteen shillings 
in treasure, and although it is consigned to that Presidency, 
a part of it is intended for Bengal, and we have accordingly 
in the most pressing manner directed the President and Council 
to forward to you by all safe conveyances as large a proportion 
as they can possibly spare. 

25. The treasure now consigned to you in the ships Chester- 
field and walpole amounts to the sum of forty thousand eight 
hundred and ninety six pounds sixteen shillings and as those 
ships are first to call at Fort St. George the President and Council 
are as usual empowered to retain what they may really want 
for the service of that Presidency, as likewise to follow any 
instructions they may have received from you with regard to 
the coining such part of it as you shall think most for the 
Company’s interest. 

26. We have likewise consigned to the President and Council 
of Port St. George on the Chesterfield and Walpole to the 
amount of forty seven thousand four hundred pounds in gold 
with directions to forward to you the full value thereof in 
silver if- they can possibly spare so much. 

27. For the particulars of the further consignments to you 
on these ships the Chesterfield and Walpole and in [what] 
manner they agree with your indents, we refer you to the 
invoices and bills of lading. 

28. The President and Council of Bombay will have . the 
Customary directions to make you as large and early remittances 
as they can; their punctuallity hitherto leaves no room to doubt 
Of your having a plentiful supply through that channel. 
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diftnncc. and they come ro very dear, that we have reason tb 
think they will not all rell at an advance, and we can but 
obycrv'c to you that if otir i-crvnnts at Dacca do not exert them- 
selves sn a vrry t-xtraovdinary manner to keep up the quality 
and rr:duec the pric' a of their several fabricks, we shall be 
oblipt‘d to v.* 5 th<sra\v th.rii factory and put the investment there 
more on tho foot on which it is carried on at present with you. 


Th.-r rai 

refeivrd hy y.-;.: 

and in v.'h.;;! :v.:in;v r 
articles of your ;nv( 


thi'.'un'n .short, remarks on the goods 
. •.iupninj; will enable you to judge where 
V );i are to extend or restrain the several 
though we cannot at present give 


veil C ’rr.n!' at 


tJl'TcO!. 


S^ipplcviCiit. 

21, In c:-.-" 71 hao; .rts th.at cither of the ships Hardv/icke or 
lotj:'u*t’-n 'hril in •.’ouence of what is intimated in the 
2tirr;a.,e:;;!-h I.'- ';;-,e)ited for England, you must, in making 
he .-tV'-u — < v.-;:-', the ov.’ncr.':, consider that it is only for a 

((.'•vv-' v.'.’:- . .? ...m' that therefore the freights mentioned 

nA, 0 lh<.r ships must not te thu rulu 

s r..s hv. - frsichts are in fuii consideration for 

he ttuiveu.j ;v. liomeward bound cargoe.s. 

We are. 

Your loving friends, 

n n- God(my/Nalh Kcv,'nham Jnnr./John 

n. ."'."r Hrie 1 Chambers/ John :.fam<nip AsTiichcott 
- j/Thn-;. Rous/james Creen/i-au- 


IXJN'no:.*, 
h December. 1755 


:Rc/:— I lom.c* Public gr.d 24 mrisYsned fn Lrzg's 

)-55. pp. C-5.74. Jlecr/rdz, 1741-^7, rr. 

Jctionr from UnpuhU'’'^' 
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36. In consequence of your representations to us this season 
tve send you no more than two hundred bales and a few cases 
of cloth, and seven bales of long ells. We flatter ourselves this 
small export will enable you to dispose as well of these as all 
the remains in your hands, especially as we gave you liberty 
last season to dispense with our former orders for putting the 
old goods up with fifteen per cent advance, provided you did 
not put them up, to sale under the invoice price, but it is our 
intention that the woollen goods now sent out, which are better 
-and cheaper bought than for some years past, should be put 
up upon the terms formerly prescribed. 

37. It is of consequence to us to have early informations of 
the remains of every articles of woollen goods and their value; 
you must therefore without fail send such an account as well 
as your indent for the same by the first ship you dispatch in 
the season, and by every other conveyance that happens after. 

38. Observing by your account of remains a great number 
-of anchors in your stores, you must send to Bombay all that 
•can be spared, they being much wanted on that side of India. 

39. In your indents for stores you must carefully distinguish 
-what are intended for use and what for sale and you must with 
equal exactness distinguish the sorts of the several kinds of 
-goods and stores remaining in your accounts of remains annually 
-transmitted to us, in both which particulars you have been 
defective this season. 

40. The makers of the velvets now consigned to you have 
put their names on each parcel; you must therefore take due 
notice thereof, and give us the necessary informations which of 
-them are best liked. 


Thirdly, of investments. 

41. We would have you take every opportunity of laying in 
^ stock of saltpetre agreeable to our former recommendations 
whenever you can purchase it upon reasonable terms. We 
-should have been glad to have received, by the several ships^to 
be dispatched fipm our different settlements in the year 1756, 
•even to the amoxmt of two thousand tons in the whole, hut 
-as that is not now to be expected, considering what has been 
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3. The commanders of the ships Marlborough for the- island 
of Madeira, Fort St. George and Bengal, the Oxford for St. 
Helena and the west coast of Sumatra, and the Harcourt 
directly for China, had their final dispatches from hence on 
the 6th of December, and the commanders of the Caernarvon, 
Stormont, Suffolk and Godolphin bound to Fort St. George and 
China had theirs on the 19th of the same month, all which 
ships have been prevented by a series of contrary winds from 
proceeding on their voyages until the times mentioned in the 
enclosed list. 

4. You will receive this letter by the Chesterfield and 
V/alpole, but notwithstanding those ships are consigned to and 
fhe cargoes almost entirely intended for Fort William, the 
commanders are ordered first to touch at Fort St. George and 
deliver to the President and Council there the packets, consign- 
ments and passengers designed for that Presidency and follow 
all such orders as they shall receive from them with regard to 
delivering all or any part of the bullion consigned to you to 
be coined and receiving rupees in lieu thereof with such other 
orders as they shall think proper to give them. 

5. Notwithstanding the said ships Chesterfield and Walpole 
arc consigned to Bengal, they as well as the Delawar and 
Marlborough are to be loaded home by you and the President 
and Council at Fort St. George, each of them wholly or in part 
from one or the other Presidency as shall be mutually agreed 
upon between you according to times and circumstances. 

6. As we conclude the Britannia and Kent will be loaded 
home from China and the Anson and London will, according 
to the accounts we have lately received from the Mallabar 
coast, be in all probability returned to us from ' thence with 
full loadings of pepper, neither you or our Presidency at Fort 
St. George will have any ships of former seasons on your hands, 
and if that should be the case, the four before-mentioned ships 
bound this season for the Coast and Bay viz., the Delawar, 
Marlborough, Chesterfield and Walpole, will be but barely 
sufficient to bring to England the investments which may be 
ready for them. Under such a circumstance we must leave it 
to your discretion in concert with the President and Council 
at Fort St. George to proportion the lading of each ship as 
nearly equal to their burthens as may be (the Delawar being 
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of providing any quantity of goods you may want, The bring- 
■ ing therefor^ this scheme to its desired perfection must be left 
to your prudent management, and , if 'the same attention and 
•care is kept up as we must do you the 'justice to acknowledge 
has been hitherto shewn, we can have no reason to doubt of 
success..". 

. ' 45. The punishing such of -the gomastahs -who had defrauded 
the Company was a-right and a proper measure, as was likewise 
the rewarding others who had behaved particularly well in their 
respective stations, and caimot but be -attended, with good con- 
sequences. We recommend both- the one and the .other, method 
to be continued occasionally in the most impartial manner, 
iiccording' to the best of your judgment. 

46. The encouraging a number of weavers to reside under 
•our protection, within the bounds of Calcutta, has been already 
warmly recommended to you as a most useful expedient. It 
is an object you must never lose sight of, as we are satisfyed, if 
carefully and rightly attended to, it will greatly relieve you 
from the difficulties and embarrassments which continually 
arise at the subordinates, by giving you. an opportunity of having 
many if not most, of .the goods usually brought from thence 
made under your immediate inspection. 

47. Although the parcel of ready money goods mentioned in 
your letter of the 1st of March to be purchased of the merchants 
may not be quite so cheap or good in quality as. those provided 
at the aurungs, yet it was a very right measure as we hope 
it will prove an encouragement for larger quantities to be 
offered to you in the like manner and which we .recommend 
to be [also] accepted if you are satisfied with, the goodness of 
the fabrick and that the prices are reasonable. 

48. We are well assured that notwithstanding the great 
advances made to the dadney merchants they seldom sent to 
the aurungs about one third in ready money, the remaining two 
thirds consisting of merchandize on sale of which depended the 
completing their contracts. If this was the case, it was a gross 
imposition, and the genuine consequences must be as we too 
frequently found them, disappointments in quantity, the en- 
hancement of prices and great debasement in quality,. over and 
-above the ' desperate debts incurred, by this method, the : bare 



11 FEBRUARY 1756 .133 

to us, taking particular care that she is properly manned and 
fitted for the voyage. 

10. The ships Hardwicke and Dodington were freighted by 
us for voyages to India as you have been already informed. 
They are now the property of particular persons who have 
leave to employ or dispose of them there. If you and our 
Presidency of Fort St. George shall have very pressing occasion 
for further tonnage and either of those ships can be procured 
and properly fitted and manned for Europe in a seasonable time, 
we do empower either Presidency to agree with the owners, 
upon the best terms you can, to take up either ship on freight 
for a voyage to England, with such a cargo as shall be thought 
proper to be consigned to us on her, and in case of such an 
■event all necessary care must be taken to settle the agreement 
as nearly conformable to the usual terms of the charterparties 
of our freighted ships as circumstances will admit of, but you 
are to observe that the rates of freight inserted in the said 
ships’ charterparties are in full consideration for the outward 
as well as homeward bound cargos, and likewise for four months 
service in India, all which must be taken into consideration 
and such a proportionable freight agreed to be paid as shall 
be deemed equitable upon the footing of a voyage to England 
only. You are to look upon these directions as an expedient 
only, in case it shall be absolutely necessary to send home 
another ship, and not otherways to be made use of. 

11. We cannot help repeating a paragraph in one of our 
letters this season, that the few ships you will have 
to provide for, and the forwardness which we have reason to 
believe your investments will be in, must probably ^ve you 
the best opportunity you ever had of giving them early ^s- 
patches and thereby of shewing your diligence and regard to 
our repeated recommendations on this point. To this we must 
add that ships which have late dispatches too often meet with 
bad weather in getting about the Cape and thereby damaging 
their cargos, as is the case of the Egmont arrived from Bengal 
this season in a very great degree, and which might probably 
have been avoided had it been possible for you to have sent 
her away sooner. 

12. We are not insensible of the difficulties you have laboured 
under to employ and dispose of our shipping to the best advant- 
age, and we must do you the justice to acKnowiedge you have 
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Mr. Frankland in the post of Deputy Export Warehousekeeper 
without our express leave, as we shall not continue it. but to' 
persons who give as good proofs of their behaviour in it as- 
Mr. Frankland. 

52. For the particulars of our remarks with respect to the- 
investments at the several subordinate settlements we refer to 
our letter of the 19th of December, and the now accompanying; 
list, but we must in general add that the debasement in the- 
quality and the dearness both of the raw silk and piecegoods 
provided at Cossimbuzar, the continual embarrassments in which, 
our servants are involved with the merchants, together with 
the frequent disappointments you meet with in receiving the- 
investment from thence in time, want a particular explanation. 
We shall therefore depend upon receiving a satisfactory account 
of the proceedings of the Supravising Committee we last year 
gave directions to be appointed and in the course thereof we- 
hope to find such regulations made there, as likewise at the 
other ‘settlements, Dacca in particular, as will put the provision 
of the several investments upon a better footing in future. 

Fourthly, of the trade of India, transactions with the- 
country Government and European nations &ca. 

53. As you have. given your opinion that Luckipore is a 
proper and more convenient place than Jugdea for the residence 
of our servants in respect to the provision of an investment and. 
forwarding the same to Calcutta at all times of the year, and 
that in consequence thereof you had permitted Messrs. Baillie 
and Playdell to compleat the works and remove thither as soon 
as possible, we shall depend upon your care and vigilance to- 
make the advantages resulting from that settlement answer 
the expectations you have given us of them, the principal of 
which, in our opinion, seems to be what you mention, that the- 
investment may be provided there without the intervention of 
the delolls, and by that means buying the cloth at their real, 
prices from the weavers. As this is a scheme of Mr. Baillie s, 
which seems entirely to have taken its rise from his disputes 
with the delolls at Jugdea, and as he has made the charge of 
the removal to Luckapoor much larger than you expected, it 
is highly necessary you should keep the most watchful eye 
upon the conduct of such of our servants as shall be employed, 
there from time to ti^joe, as well to prevent their running usj 
into unnecessary difficulties and expences, as to carry the sai . 
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whether any defects in their ships or the negligence and inability- 
of the commander, officers and ship’s company retard their 
voyages, and particularly if they do not proceed on their 
voyages' to Great Britain immediately upon your giving them 
their final dispatches; in any of the said instances you are to 
make regular protests against them, that we may avail ourselves 
in procuring thereby ample satisfaction either from the owners 
of such ships, the commanders or both. 

15. If on the beforementioned or any other occasion you 
shall come to a resolution to protest against the commanders 
of any of the Company’s ships, such protest must be delivered 
the same day, or. at furthest the day after such resolution is 
come to, taking notice of the delivery of the same upon your 
Consultations. 

16. Being frequently at a loss in adjusting accounts with the 
owners of our shipping for want of proper accounts papers 
and vouchers, you are therefore to observe it as a standing rule 
in future, that an account current be stated between the Com- 
pany and the owners of every Europe ship, in which you are 
to charge all money and stores supplied (mentioning the times 
when), also all goods damaged and wanting, and you are to 
credit the said account for every sum of money paid by the 
commander on the account of his owners, and you are in general 
to debt (sic) or credit the said accounts for every other money 
transaction which may pass between the Company and the 
respective commanders on the owners’ behalf, and we further 
direct that three accounts of the same tenour and date be drawn 
out for each ship and signed by your Accountant, two of which 
are to bO transmitted to us by the first conveyances (of which . 
the ship concerned is to be one) and the other is to be delivered 
to the commander. 

17. Upon settling accoxmts with the owners of the Oxford, 
among other items, the deficiency in the Madeira wine by that 
ship came before us, and it appeared upon your Consultations 
of the 16th of October 1752, that the Cooper reported one pipe to 
be empty, the other one hundred and forty-nine pipes in indiffer- 
ent good order, and that it would take about twelve pipes to fill 
the leakage,. notwithstanding which Capt. Stevens has produced 
the bill of loading for the same endorsed by the Iniport Ware- 
housekeeper “Received the contents.” This has prevented our 
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rupees. As we are sensible a well timed' present may obviate- 
many embarrassment, we hope these were such, and you may- 
be assured whenever they appear reasonable and necessary for 
the purpose of preserving harmony with the country Govern- 
ment', we shall always approve ' of ' them. 


■ ‘59. As the present situation pf affairs requires more than 
ordinary vigilance to prese^e and protect our estate, rights andl 
privileges in Bengal, and as the various dangers to which they are- 
at this- time' miore particularly exposed, may be best foreseen 
and obviated by persons on the spot, we have thought proper 
to appoint, and do accordingly hereby constitute and ajppoint 
Roger Drake Esqr. or the President of’ Fort William for the- 
time being. Lieutenant Colonel Stringer Lawrence^ when in. 
Bengal, Mr. William Watts or the second in Council for the- 
time being, Mr. Charles Manningham and Mr. Richard Beecher 
to a Select Comniittee to transact affairs -with the country Gov- 
ernment and neighbouring powers, also with ye French, Dutch, 
and other Europeans, and in general to take such measures as; 
shall best conduce to the protection and preservation of the 
Company’s estate, rights and- privileges in Bengal, but they are 
not to disburse any of the Company’s treasure, or cash without 
the concurrence of the majority of the. Council at -a Board duly- 
summoned; this Committee are to follow all. such orders and' 
instructions as - shall from time to. time be sent them by our- 
Secret Committee, and- they are to correspond and act in concert, 
with our Select Committees of Fort St. George and Bombay, 
whenever the' mutual interest of our settlements in general or 
any one in particular shall be- concerned; they are likewise to- 
concert all necessary measures with the commanders of Hi^ 
Majesty’s sea- and land forces whenever they are in Bengal; 
this Committee are to enter all their proceedings, resolutions 
and correspondence in books to be kept for. that purpose only, 
and transmit them to us by every opportunity, and for the 
better carrying on the business of this Committee, Mr. Cooke- 
or the Secretary of the settlement for the time being is to be 
their secretary, or if he is too much engaged in the Company’s 
other affairs, then such other well qualified person as the said 
Committee shall think proper; in case of the death of any of 
the beforementioned persons, the Committee are to fill up the- 
vacancy or vacancies with such person or persons as they shall 
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•fix it upon the person or persons who have been guilty of 
bringing out such unlicensed goods m\ist depend upon a strict, 
discreet and impartial enquiry. 

22. Your stating the facts relating to some bales of woollen 
goods transhipped at Bombay from the Winchelsea on the 
Montfort, on which there appeared a damage, (and as there were 
some difficultys in the case) the referring it to us to reimburse 
ourselves from the owners of whichever ship we may think 
liable to the damage was so far right, but you have thrown 
a further difficulty in the way by running into the like inadver- 
tency which, you yourselves mention, the President and Council 
of Bombay did with respect to the Winchelsea, that is by your 
delivering up to Capt. Vincent [the] Montfort’s bill of loading 
with a receipt on the back of it in the following words. Received 
the Contents, Calcutta the 6th December 1754, Richard Beecher, 
Import "Warehousekeeper. Thus you see both ships’ bills of 
loading have full discharges thereon, which may possibly prevent 
our getting satisfaction from the owners of either. The proper 
way would have been to have further mentioned on the said 
bill of lading, that the damaged bales to which Captain Vincent 
excepted were referred to be adjusted between us and his 
owners. 

23. You inform us in your letter of the 7th December 1754, 
that you had agreeable to our orders scrutinized into your marine, 
and after mentioning that you could not dispense with fewer 
sloops and budgerows, you add that you had extracts of the 
marine’s expences laid before you and do not see where you can 
lessen any one charge. But upon turning to your Consvdtations 
we cannot find any minutes of such scrutiny, or any proceedings 
thereon, further than ordering on the 22th of August, abstracts 
of the expences be prepared and laid before you, which was 
accordingly done on the 11th of November following, but neither 
then or at any time afterwards does it appear that any one 
observation was made thereon or any further "inquiry directed. 
We expect very good reasons (if any can be given) for the 
little attention you .have shewn in this instance to our possitive 
commands, and in the mean time we insist upon your taking 
up in the most serious manner the enquiry with regard to the , 
marine as directed in the year 1764 and sending to us in the 
most explicit manner the result of it, in order to which you 




11 FEBRUARY 1756 


139- 


, 29. Our correspondents at Madeira are desired to consign to 

you on the Marlborough one hundred and fifty pipes of wine, 
the invoice for which you will receive by that ship, and the. 
letter we have writ to you by her will inform you of all further - 
particulars relative to that consignment. 

30. We sent by the ships Caernarvon arid Suffolk bound to 

Fort St. George one hundred and fifty tons of copper, which, 
being intended for sale in Bengal, the President and Council 
are directed to forward it to you accordingly by the first safe' 
conveyances. ' . ! ’ 

31. We now consign to you on the Chesterfield and Walpole 
the further quantity of one hundred and. fii^ty- tons . of copper,- 
which with what is mentioned in the preceding paragraph makes, 
the whole you will receive this season., three hundred tons. 

32. As you have altered your opinions with regard to Barbary 

copper, we have sent none of that sortment; but have substituted 
instead thereof a quantity of- battered plate copper as particula- 
rized in the invoices. - ' • ' 

33. Having purchased the copper of several persons a dis- 
tinguishing mark is put upon every parcel and inserted in the 
invoices that we may know which turns out better. You must . 
therefore . cause the several sorts to be put upon distinctly that 
we may be informed whose sortments are most to be preferred 
that we may regulate our future purchases accordingly. 

34. It is material for us to be informed of the particular 
sortments of copper remaining in your warehouse from time to 
time, as likewise by what ships they were imported, which must . 
be therefore carefully distinguished for the future in your 
accounts of remains. . 

35. Although we would always have the utmost care taken 

to prevent the buyers at your publick sales being 'distressed by 
any unreasonable proceedings, yet we think you have acted . 
very justly and properly, in obliging them to clear the several 
lots of copper purchased at the sales of 1753,. as their objections 
to its not -answering the samples were demonstratively proyed. 
to be groundfed (sic). . ' 
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must be observed in the .carrying on the beforementioned works 
Tinder Lieutenant Wells as far as the difference of circumstances 
will admit of. 

64. We are informed all books, papers and plans belonging 
to the late Colonel Scott were delivered to his executors, but 
as many of them must entirely relate to the Company’s affairs 
you must apply to the executors for them and, if any are neces- 
sary for our information or inspection, must keep the originals, 
and transmit copies thereof to us. 

65. We observe you have made a purchase of the Seats of 
a compound and some godowns for the sum of four thousand 
nine himdred Current Rupees, which- as .you represent to be very 
commodious for warehouses, and magazines', we must presume 
to be a necessary and good bargain. It appears also you were 
in treaty to rent a spot of ground called Similia® for the, sum of 
two thousand two hundred and eighty one Current Rupees, and 
as, for the reasons yon give, it seems to be ' necessary and 
advantageous to the settlement we shall leave it to you to. 
compleat the bargain if it is not already done. 

66. As our servants at Cossimbuzar have estimated the ex- 
pence of repairing the factory at- so high , a sum as thirty 
thousand Dusmas' Rtipees, you did well in determining to send 
Mr. Wells, to that factory to. survey the condition of it, and as 
we must' submit to .the expence of necessary repair's, we shall 
expect to be informed that these have been, .agreeable to your 
■assurances, effected upon the most reasonable terms possible. 

67. The brother of the late Colonel SCott having represented 
to us that Colonel Scott had, for the improvement of the bad 
quality of the gun powder at Fort Williarn,’ bought a house and 
ground called Perrin’s Gardens which, with his necessary ex- 
pences- thereupon, amotmted in the whole’ tb about nine or 
ten thousand rupees, and desiring that the same might be pur- 
chased by the Company, to whom it might be beneficial, as 
well as be some relief to' the family of the deceased, we are so 
far willing to comply with the same request that, if the house 
and ground with the improvements can be made useful to us, 
and can be bought upon reasonable terms and not otherways, 
we do empower, you to purchase the same of. Colonel Scott’s 
executors. 
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skid under the first head with regard to the small number of 
ships to be provided for, you are to load as large a quantity 
upon every ship as she can take in, without interfering with 
your loading all your investment of piecegoods, or at least the 
greater and most valuable part thereof. You must take care 
to supply our Presidency of Fort St. George with sufficient 
quantities for the same purpose for such ships as are to have 
their final dispatches from thence. Bombay Presidency must 
likewise be supplied by every good conveyance with such a 
proportion of saltpetre as may in like manner be brought home 
in the ships from that side of India. 

42. Should you not be able for want of tonnage to send home 
the whole of your investment, you must take care to ship all 
the finest and most valuable part thereof, and what you may be 
under the necessity of retaining must consist of the ordinary 
gurrahs and other coarse goods, taking care however to have 
a sufficient quantity of coarse goods for flooring as likewise that 
the sortment of the cargo of each ship may be general. 

43. Having been under the necessity of postponing the sale 
of our Bengal goods for the reasons mentioned in our letter 
of the 19th of December, we could not form a list of investment 
to be then forwarded to you, but as we sent you some general 
though short remarks, we hope they will reach you time enough 
to instruct you in some measure to judge in what manner you 
are to extend or restrain the several articles to be provided. 
We now transmit to you a complete list of investment, which as 
it fully contains our directions for the quantities and qualities of 
the several species of goods to be provided, and such necessary 
observations as have occurred to us upon this interesting branch 
of our commerce in general, you are to look upon them as the 
most material part of our advices and give all due attention 
and obedience to them accordingly. 

44. It is with great satisfaction we observe the success your 
new method of providing the investment by gomastahs at the 
aurungs has met with, as it is a plan that hitherto seems to be 
the best calculated to answer every desirable purpose, not 
only with respect to the quality and price, but likewise the 
quantity of the goods to be provided. The two first we have 
in a considerable degree already ■ experienced; as to the latter 
we think when the method is fully established you cannot fail 
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•was not attempted in the year 1752, -when rice appears to have 
been near double the price at which it sold from October 1753 
to October 1754, and when that farm was lett for near double 
the sum which had arisen therefromi from the fifteen preceding 
years. As we have never received from you any satisfactory 
information why that farm was lett for so small a sum during 
that period of fifteen years, we should be glad and do desire 
to have the best reasons that can be assigned for that dispropor- 
tion of rent. 

73. It cannot for many reasons be supposed that the gentle- 
men who purchased that farm for the year 1752 would have 
■given more than the value of it, for which the Company 
had that year a credit for rupees twenty five thousand and 
thirty six, instead of twenty two thousand seven hundred and 
sixty, as mentioned in the general letter per ship Egmont, in 
which it must be supposed the dussutary® was inadvertently 
omitted, and there are reasons sufficient to believe that, had the 
•gunge been lett the following year in the same manner, a larger 
•sum would have been produced therefrom. 

74. The apparent causes of the distress complained of seem to 
be the general calamity of a scarcity of grain, which is said to 
have been felt in a greater degree by the French and Dutch, if not 
•other people of the province, which must have been still height- 
•ened by the exportation, whether at an advanced or reduced 
duty thereupon. If the measure was right to ease the inhabi- 
•tants by the reduction of the duty on importation, that of re- 
•ducing just at the same time the duty on the exportation seems 
absolutely contradictory, inconsistent, and not to be accounted 
for, but on a presumption that private views in that respect 
•influenced much more strongly than publick ones, and that, not- 
withstanding the miseries and distresses so much enlarged upon, 
there were profitable markets to be found, at which private 
merchants might sell rice at higher prices than at Bengal. 

75. Had you been able to have assigned any other causes 
for thfese repeated complaints, your duty required' it, nor could 
your doing it have been looked upon as a presumption, and 
although we can never wish to see the revenues of the Company 
raised or extended by the oppression and distress of the inhabi- 

. tants, we shall always wish to see innovations in regard to the 
methods of collecting the Company’s revenues undertaken •with 
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mention of whidh we think sufficient to prevent your recurring 
again to a practice so highly prejudicial. 

49. When we pointed out a method in our letter of the 23rd 
of January 1754, for assorting the goods in the export warehouse, 
we had great reason to complain of the too general inequality 
of the pieces packed in one and the same bale, without the 
distinction which is now very properly made, but we are sensible 
that till the new method of purchasing goods at the aurxmgs 
is better established, and the quantities encreased, it is not in 
your power to avoid making up your bales of differing qualities, 
though of the same species. As our sole view in giving those 
directions was to have the pieces packed in each bale of the 
same quality and price or as nearly so as possible, we shall 
not tye you down to any particular method, provided in general 
you answer our said intention, but leave it to you to proceed in 
such a manner as you shall judge will best conduce thereto. 

50. In consideration of Mr. Manningham’s service in his 
station of Export Warehousekeeper, we last year gave directions 
for your paying him four thousand Current Rupees a year, to 
commence from the time you received our orders for appointing 
Tiim Export Warehousekeeper. Being likewise well satisfied of 
the ability and application of Mr. Frankland, Assistant Export 
Warehousekeeper, and depending upon a continuance of his 
best services, we have thought proper in like manner to en- 
courage him. You are therefore hereby directed to pay Mr. 
Frankland the sum of two thousand Current Rupees a year, over 
and above his salary and appointments as one of the Council, 
which is to commence from the same time as Mr. Manningham’s 
.as beforementioned, and is to continue so long as he remains in 
that post, but the said allowance to be paid on this express 
-condition that it is to be in lieu of aU fees, rewards or perquisites 
whatsoever as Assistant Export "Warehousekeepef, but as we 
observe Mr. Frankland has an annual allowance of five hundred 
rupees as Assistant Export Warehousekeeper, the same is to 
•cease upon his receiving the beforementioned allowance of two 
•thousand rupees, and consequently a deduction must be made 
for what he has received from the time the last mentioned 
•allowance commences. 

51. You are not to make the said allowance of two thousand 
‘Current Rupees to any person whatsoever whp...sh^ su« 
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peared before us, Metre farmed the buzars (he has given in. 
an account of, and sworn to) in a clandestine or fraudulent 
manner.” Your determination at the Board, and your opinion, 
in your said letter seem to be so very different one from the 
other that we cannot reconcile them, and therefore can only 
say that we expect your punctual compliance for carrying into 
execution the orders we have already given you in respect to 
this affair. And if it appears to you Metre fraudulently obtained 
the farms in question, you must recover the said sum of four- 
thousand seven hundred and eighty five Currant Rupees with 
interest; if you are convinced he did not, you must acquit him. 
of the same, but give us your reasons very explicitly and. 
separately for the difference between the opinion you were of 
in your Consultation of the 30th of January, and that in your 
general letter of the .3rd of February, it not appeai’ing upon, 
your Consultation held the day the letter bears date, that the 
said affair was then reconsidered, or that your said letter was. 
read or signed. 

Sixthly and seventhly, of covenant and military servants and 

accounts. 

77. We have chosen the following named persons to serve 
the Company as writers at our Presidency of Fort William, 
who are to be stationed in the manner they are named, viz.,. 
Thomas French, Charles Rogers, John Smith, Edward Leyccster, 
William Smith, Edward Okes, William Shewen, George- 
Williamson and Philip Dacres. 

78. Mr. French took his passage on the Delawar, and as he- 
has served the Company several years at St. Helena very faith- 
fully and capably, we make no doubt of his proving a useful 
servant. The other young gentlemen proceed on these ships,, 
the Chesterfield and Walpole, and as we have taken, care to be 
satisfied of their qualifications in writing and accounts, we think 
they likewise may with proper care be of good service. 

.79. Mr. Culling Smith having recovered his health, we^ have- 
given him leave to return to Bengal as he had your permission 
to come to England, and as you represented he was a young- 
gentleman very diligent in the Company’s service and worthy 
of our favor. He is to take his rank upon the list of covenant, 
servants in the same manner as if he had not been absent. 
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scheme into an effectual execution, taking particular care that 
you .do not lose the providing the limboo cloth by the removal 
•of the factory. 

54. The threats of the Nabob of Chuttack® to give the Com- 
pany trouble on a disputed account between Mr. Kelsall and 
-•a Bramin not being yet brought to an issue, we can only observe 
how ready these people are to embarrass the Company upon 
•every triffling occasion, and that it requires your constant at- 
tention to prevent as much as lays in your power, all occasion 
for complaints, as well as to obviate the extortions which are 
the general result of them. This being an affair of a private 
nature, it appears to us at present that Mr. Kelsall ought to 
"be answerable for the consequences. 

55. The relation you give of the behavior of the merchants 
■at Cossimbuzar with regard to the sorting of their silk and 
■their intending to make complaints to the Durbar on that 
•nccount, seems to be extremely insolent as well as absurd, and 
•evidently shews the expedience of some regulations in providing 
the investment at that place, by which the interventions of the 
merchants should be as little necessary as possible. 

56. You must never submit to Hookumbeg’s exaction on 
^account of the sugar purchases, if it is possible to avoid it, and 
whenever you are under a necessity of paying it, we shall de- 
■pend upon your assurances to recover from time to time of the 
private purchasers of sugar, the amoimt of such exactions. 

57. Upon occasion of a late revolution at Dacca® we observe 
•you were of opinion, under the then situation of affairs the 
payment of three thousand rupees by our servants there could 
not be avoided, without incurring the resentment of the Nabob, 
■and that therefore you had approved their conduct, but at the 
same time your caution to them was very right to forbid their 
paying any large sums to the Durbar without your permission 
•first obtained, a caution so obviously necessary that we make 
•no doubt you will extend it to every other settlement. 

58. We observe you have, in consequence of our recommen- 
-dations for keeping upon good terms with the Government, made 
•a present of a horse and some wax work to the Nabob amounting 
to two thousand three hundred Current Rupees, and to the 
Phousdar of Hughley and his Duan about seven thousand 
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him that he is to nominate two persons in England to give the 
usual security of four thousand poimds as one of our Council. 

84. Notwithstanding .we expressed ourselves in the same 
•terms with regard to the late Col. Scott’s appointments as we 
iiave now done in respect to Major Kilpatrick’s, which we ap- 
prehended^'to be so plain that our meaning could not be mis- 
taken, yet upon tiiming to the abstracts of the monthly muster 
rolls entered upon your Consultation book, we find that, over 
and above all the allowances you were directed to make him, 
you paid him an additional pay of fifteen shillings a day as 
major. We therefore e:q)ect by the next conveyance to be in- 
formed what were the reasons that induced you to deviate in 
this manner from our orders and the agreement we made with 
Colonel Scott, and we also expect that you take the utmost 
care that no further or greater allowances are made to Major 
Kilpatrick than those mentioned in the preceding paragraph, 
which are exactly the same as the majors at our other Presiden- 
cies enjoy. 

8*5. As upon a further inspection we find by the muster rolls 
and the account of allowances received per Winchelsea that you 
have continued to Capt. Minchin, as Captain Commandant upon 
the decease of Colonel Scott, the salary of two hundred and 
fifty pounds a year and all the appointments of a counsellor 
although not of Coimcil, also the fifteen shillings a day, as we 
have never given you any authority for such allowances, you 
must likewise assign your reasons for making them, and upon 
any further vacancy in the majority, you are to pay the provi- 
sional Commandant a[...] fifteen shillings a day, only as 
Commandant and captain of a company. And we possitively 
direct that immediately upon the receipt of this letter all the 
said allowances to Captain Minchin excepting fifteen shillings a 
day only do cease, and upon the arrival of Major Kilpatrick the 
said fifteen shillings a day is likewdse to cease, in lieu whereof 
Captain Minchin is to receive no more than the established pay 
of ten shillings a day as captain of his company. 

86. You will receive b5' the Chesterfield a commission under 
the seal of the Company, whereby the undemamed persons are 
constituted and appointed to preside over and manage all the 
Company’s aifairs at Fort William in Bengal, and all the several 
ier)endanc[ies] thereunto belonging \dz.. 
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measure highly necessary to preserve the respect due to the 
Board, but as you inform us he has made his submission and. 
acknowledged his rashness and represent him to be capable and 
well qualified, we do not disapprove of your restoring him to 
our service, in hopes that his future behaviour will deserve 
this mark of our lenity. 

91. in your letter of the 7th December 1754, you say you. 
shall take care that all our junior servants be kept strictly 
employed, for which end you had ordered the heads [of] the- 
several offices to insist on their attending their business from 
nine to twelve in the forenoon and in the afternoon and evening 
when occasion requires. This regulation to enjoin an attendance- 
(short as it is) implies how remiss our junior servants had been 
in this particular, and indeed the copying part of almost every 
booK and paper received from some time past strongly evince 
us of the truth of it; they are done in such a hurry that in 
general they are unfit to be seen, and many are scarcely legible. 
It will be as well for the advantage of the young people them- 
selves as the Company, they be kept regularly, constantly and 
strictly to business, which we therefore most earnestly recom- 
mend and possitively enjoin to your care and attention to effect,, 
and if any of our junior servants neglect or refuse to do the 
business allotted them, you are without regard to persons to. 
suspend them from our service, and not restore them without 
a satisfactory amendment, and we insist upon it that all the 
junior servants do give their attendance in their respective 
publick offices or stations six hours in a day at least, and aa 
much longer as shall be necessary. We very well know that 
the writers with pallankeens has not a little contributed to the 
neglect of business we complain of, by affording them opportu- 
nities of rambling when they ought to be otherways employed, 
as well as putting the greater part to an expence they are not 
in circumstances to support, and therefore since you have in a. 
considerable degree dispensed with our orders on this head, 
we shall expect it from you that this indulgence be so strictly 
attended to that we may have no reason to complain of the 
abuse of it. 

92. An original letter from the Chief and others at Patna, 
and a leaf torn out of the original dairy of Mr. Surman’s 
embassy^ to the Great Mogul, were picked up in a publick 
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find best qualified for the purpose. We most earnestly recom- 
mend and enjoin the most inviolable secrecy to be observed 
in all transactions of this Committee as far as the nature and 
circumstances of the several affairs before them will admit of. 

60. That we might give you the necessary information with 
regard to the situation of affairs between the British and French 
nations as near the time of dispatching these ships as possible, 
we do it by way of supplement to this letter; all further informa- 
tions and directions will be communicated by the Secret 
Committee to your beforementioned Select Committee. 

61. It is necessary you should be acquainted of what gentle- 
men our Select Committees at the other Presidencies are com- 
posed; that of Fort St. George consists of the President and 
second for the t'me being, Colonel Lawrence, Messrs. Powney, 
Orme, Wynch and Perceval. That at Bombay the President 
and second for the time being. Sir James Foulis, Mr. Brabazon 
Ellis and Captain Samuel Hough. 

Fifthly, concerning fortifications, buildings and revenues. 

62. The death of Colonel Scott is a very unfortunate incident, 
as it has deprived us of a very able engineer, and the more so 
as we are at a loss to find a person of sufficient abilities to 
succeed him and to carry on the works entrusted to his care. 
We are imder the necessity therefore of revoking the orders 
we gave in the 32nd paragraph of our letter of the 29th of 
November 1754, with regard to Colonel Scott’s plan for fortifying 
Fort William as contained in his letter to us of the 6th of 
January 1754, and to direct that you do not proceed in the 
execution of that plan, or carry on any other expencive works 
until you receive our further directions. We do not mean how- 
ever to hinder you from putting the place in such a proper 
posture of defence as may be necessary in the present situation 
of affairs. We would also have Colonel Scott’s project dated 
the 11th of February 1754 for rendering the settlement defensi- 
ble against attacks of any country enemy compleated, if it is 
not already so, under the direction of Lieutenant William Wells 
to whom the necessary instructions we find were communicated 
by Colonel Scott by a letter dated 21st of March 1754. 

63. The rules and orders which have been laid down by us 
for carrying on the works under the direction of Colonel Scott 
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will be sufficient to prevent our having again the like causes 
for complaint. 

97. In page two hundred and seventy of your journal, sundry 
stores are enumerated as remaining under the. Storekeeper’s care 
without distinguishing the Military from the General Store- 
keeper, which makes it very troublesome to compare, the Store- 
keeper’s account with the general books, as may be observed by: 
the following instance viz., 

Said to remain by the Said to remain by the 

general books Military Storekeeper’s- 



Rs. 

A. 

P. 

Bs. 

A. 

P 

Artillery stores 

41712 

12 

9 

20415 

1 

0 

Armoury stores 

22757 

5 

9 

22736 

5 

9 

Petty stores . 

8817 

8 

9 

7133 

2 

3 

Iron ordnance 

30965 

4 

6 

30965 

4 

6 

Stores for gun powder 

10001 

4 

6 

10001 

4 

6 

MiKtaiy stores 

521 

4 

0 

521 

4 

0 

Gun powder . 

16345 

11 

6 

16345 

11 

6 

Grape shot . 

• • • 

• 

. 

1684 

6 

6 

Mortars 

m • • 

9 


1318 

10 

3 

Shells . 

9 • • 


• 

3702 

3 

6 

Shott ... 

9 9 • 


• 

14544 

6 

9 

Tents . ' . 

9 9 9 

• 

• 

1753 

7 

3 


Bs. 131121 

3 

9 Bsi 

131121 

3 

9 


It is true the totals agree with each other but the partieffiars 
differ widely. You must therefore in future cause to be dis- 
tinguished in one view, what is under the care of the Military 
arid in another what is under the care of the General Store- 
keeper that they may agree with each other. 

98. You must in future send us annually the following, 
particulars viz., the Master Attendant’s account of dock head, 
expences, in which the number of hands employed in each, 
sloop are to be distinguished with the accoimt of their wages. 
The Zemindar’s monthly accounts and to explain the business- 
of the several persons employed imder him. Also the Military 
Paymaster’s accounts, and the monthly muster rolls with an 
explanation of the stoppages charged therein, and how they 
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68. It is very surprizing that there should be such great and, 
we are satisfied, just complaints of the bad quality of the gun 
powder made at Calcutta, where every ingredient in the com- 
position is to be had in plenty and perfection. Whether you 
contract with any person or persons to deliver it to you at 
certain prices, or have it made for the Company under the 
inspection of proper supravisors, we shall leave to your deter- 
mination, but we must at the same time earnestly recommend 
it to you to cause the utmost care to be taken in either case, 
that the strictest justice is done us in the quality as well as 
price. 

69. We have been informed that the apartments set apart for 
the lodgings of our writers are from the nature of their situation 
very damp, and consequently greatly prejudicial to their healths. 
You are therefore to allot some other places for that use, or 
if necessary erect such new apartments in the most frugal 
manner as may best answer the purpose, having a particular 
regard that they be as near the respective offices for business 
as possible. 

70. Upon your suspicion of the Armenians who reside at 
Calcutta endeavouring to evade paying consulage upon their 
own goods, under the pretence of their belonging to persons 
up the country for whom they only act as agents, we find you. 
had given directions to come at the truth, by administring an 
oath on the occasion. We approve of the method, and as we- 
see no reason to alter our opinion with regard to collecting the- 
consulage upon aU goods belonging to Armenians who reside- 
at Calcutta under our protection, we shall depend upon your 
continuing all such prudent measures as will prevent your 
being imposed upon in this branch of our revenues. 

71. Having very fully given our sentiments upon the Zemin- 
dary affairs in the letters of last season, directed you to examine 
into the state thereof, and point out such alterations and regu- 
lations as may be necessary to be made in the present plan, we- 
have now only some observations to make on the several para- 
graphs in your general letter of the 1st of March last relating, 
to the gimge. 

72. Had the real distress and misery of the inhabitants of 
Calcutta been the sole motive to the taking the gunge into the- 
hands of the Company, it seems pretty extraordinary tha.t it 
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100. Most of the bills of CKchangc z*cccived the last season 
are carelessly written, and many mistakes made both in the 
sums and names; which scorn principally to arise from the 
little time the young people wo ai’o afraid bestow upon this as 
well as in most other branches of our business. 

101. The General Court having taken into consideration the 
stale of the Company's affairs, they came to a resolution to 
reduce the dividend upon the capital stock from eight to six 
per cent per annum and although the nece.ssity of this reduction 
arises principally from the heavy o.xpences incurred by the 
troubles upon the coast of Choromandol, yet the smallness of 
the profits upon the general balance of our Bengal trade has 
not a little contributed to this disagreeable measure. We can- 
not therefore too earnestly recommend it to you to be careful 
and frugal in the management and conducting of every channel 
of expence, to improve the revenues of the Presidency to the 
utmost extent they will reasonably admit of, without oppression, 
and to keep up that attention you have lately shown to the 
increase and improvement of the investment, that we may 
again be enabled to raise the dividend or at least satisfy the 
proprietors of this Company, that no care is wanting on our 
part in general, or yours in particular to effect it. 

102. The present circumstances of the Company will not 
admit of any expense that can be possibly avoided, therefore 
no allowances are to be made by way of pensions to any persons 
whatsoever but such as are real objects of charity and want 
immediate assistance, and that we may have a collected view 
of what is paid at your Presidency on this account you must 
cause a list to be drawn out, and sent separately in the packets 
every year, of the names of such persons as have pensions or 
allowances in any shape whatsoever, as well civil as military, 
setting opposite to each person’s name the monthly or annual 
allowance, together with the reasons for the same, as likewise 
his or her present circumstances, that we may upon the whole 
be enabled to give such orders as shall be reasonable, as well 
with regard to the Company as the pensioners. And you are 
to observe the orders we gave in our general letters of the 23rd 
January 1754, for sending to England at our expence the objects 
therein described. 
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"veiy mature deliberation, and supported by reasons, and on 
motives seemingly less contradictory and partial, as nothing 
•can be more clear than that encouraging the export, which must 
be the result of lowering the duty thereof, must greatly tend 
to the oncrease of those distresses which the general plan is 
said to be solely calculated for the alleviating of. Happy will 
it be (though the quantity of rice exported last year should 
fall short of many former) if that quantity so forced off by the 
reduction of the duty is not felt hereafter. Had the miseries 
-and distresses of the people been so great as represented, or 
beyond what had been experienced in former times, it should 
seem that the reduction of the import duty should have been 
followed with a total prohibition of the exportation, as the 
most effectual and consistent means for attaining the desired 
•end of relieving them. 

76. In our letter of the 23rd January 1754 we directed you 
to state an account of the profits Govindram Metre had made 
•on all and every farm which you could trace back, and found 
to have been purchased by him in a fraudulent manner and 
:after making all just and reasonable allowances to oblige him 
‘to refund the oveiplus with interest. In the course of your 
•enquiry into this affair, we find that Metre delivered in on 
oath an account of the profits he had accumulated on the farms 
in question, and you say in your Consultations of the 30th 
.January 1755: “A statement was made of the profits he had 
made on the several farms he had held amounting to four 
"thousand seven hundred and eighty five Current Rupees, eleven 
.annaes and three pice, and the Company having directed that 
Metre should repay the profits on all and every farm by him 
held in a fraudulent manner with interest, upon which the 
opinion of the Board was required whether Metre ought to 
be accountable for the said sum with interest or no.” After 
you had severally given your opinion, the whole is summed up 
in these words: “The majority are of opinion that Metre is 
accountable for the profits he has made on the farms by him 
held, that he should pay the sum of four thousand seven 
'hundred and eighty five Currant Rupees, with interest thereon 
•from October 1752.” But in your letter of the 3rd February 
1755, after giving a summary account of your proceedings herein, 
'you say, “The majority of the Board take the liberty to acquaint 
Your Honours that they do not find, by what has hitherto ap- 
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107. Wc have received no register of wills cither this or the 
last season, to the great disappointment of many persons here. 
You must therefore call upon the Mayor’s Court for those 
Tcgislcrs, and transmit them tc us by the first conveyance, and 
you must demand from that Court annually the register of wills 
and forward it to us without fail the same season. 

108. The recruits sent by these ships Chesterfield and Waipole 

amounting to solely for your garrison, and 

as we are sensible how weak you are in Europeans, we have 
acquainted the President and Council of Fort St. George that we 
hope they will be so far from detaining any of them that they 
will spare some of those on their establishment and forward them 
to you by the first conveyances, if circumstances can possibly 
admit of it. 

109. As in the present situation of affairs it is absolutely 
necessary to have our military force as complete as possible 
you must take all prudent measures to engage as many good 
Europeans to chter as can be prevailed upon . in Bengal, in 
■dome degree to make up for the disappointments you have 
hithertd met with, by the unavoidable stopping those at Fort 
St. George which have been yearly intended for your garrison, 

110. That the offiders who are at present in our service may 
have no reason , to complain of being Superseded, we shall not 
send out any this season above the degree of ensigns unless we 
shall find a .real necessity to alter our present resolution. 

111. .George Nicholas de Lubbers and William Brown take 
their passage for Bengal on these ships, and are to have cofflr 
missions given them as ensigns upon the first vacancies that 
happen after their arrival in the order they are named; their pay 
as ensigns is to'cOhimehde 'frorh the day of their arrWal; you must 
therefore take care that they a!re usefully employed until such 
vacancies happen. 

112. We should be glad to know your reasons for not forming 
a militia as directed , in our letter of the 16th January 1752, and 
as at this time in particular a regular militia may be of the 
greatest importance for the better -defence of the settlement, 
you are without delay to cause a plan to be formed for the 
purpose, and you are to carry the same into execution as far 
as shall appear useful and practicable. 
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00. Wc have now IhouRht proper to give Mr.- William 
Lindsay, at prci^cnt a writer, one year of his time and conse- 
quently upon your receipt of this letter, he is to take rank 
next .'ificr Mr. Culling Smith. 

81. Wo send you as usual lists of the several persons who 

arc licensed this season to proceed to the East Indies as free 
rnercliants m the soafnrini: way and otherways. which lists are 
sipned by our Secretary. • 

82. All such writer.*; ns are come of age arc to execute fresh 
covenants, and our covenant sciwants in general must give the 
u.*;ual j'-ccurity as they advance in station, agreeable to the usage 
of ih.c Cojnpany and our repeated orders, particularly that of 
the 2f*;h of March 1749. Wc accordingly encIo.so a list of the 
names of the .several persons on whom you are to call for fresh 
covenants as well as othens who are to name the securities 
required. 

8.3. Having received a verj' satisfactory' character of Major 
Jamc.s Kilpatrick, at present employed in our forces on ‘the 
coast of Choromandcl, wo have entertained him to serve the 
Company as Major of our garrison at our Presidency of Fort 
William and of all our forces employed at and under our said 
Presidency. He is to be third of Council and ,to remain so 
without rising to a superior rank therein; he is also to have the 
command and cloathing of one of the companys, agreeable to 
the 22nd paragraph of the military regulations dated the 17th 
June 1748, for all which stations his salary' is to be two hundred 
and fifty pounds a year, with the usual appointments for diet, 
servants and pallankcen as third in Council, to commence on 
hi.s arrival at Fort William, which salary and appointments are 
to l)c in lieu of all other allowances whatsoever for the said 
several stations of Major, third of Council, and captain of a 
company. Notwithstanding Major Kilpatrick is appointed third 
in Council he is not to be embarrassed with any other affairs 
than the care of the military. We have sent the major’s commis- 
sion by the Chesterfield with directions to the President and 
Council of Fort St. George to deliver it to him, and at the 
.same time to pre.ss his taking the first opportunity of proceeding 
to Bengal. Upon his arrival he is to execute the covenants 
enclosed in the Chesterfield’s packet to you, which are to be 
returned to us by the next conveyance, and you are to acquaint 
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( 94. “Though it was expressly understood here that Captain j 

;Polier, being, much- the older officer, should take, rank of the- 
.other, three; Swiss captains, when our .commissions were given 
.them the time of dating them’ seemed to be a matter of jndiiTer- 
epce since they wpre* destined to different Presidencies, but as- 
. they now;, happen to be • together . upon the coast of Choro- 
mandcl, , and. ,Capt. Polier. insists .. with .reasons on the. rank 
promised to him, we, in order to remp.yc the difficulties occasion- 
. ed between him and Capt. Schaub, merely by the dates of their, 
commissions, send^herewith a. new commission for Capt. Polier,., 
which you are, to, deliyer to him .on his giving. up the„former, 
and if he. should b.6 returned lo l^engalj.you are. to forward the 
same to him.” 

9.5. “It having been represented to us that the method of 
dieting His Majesty’s troops in messes, and which is likewise* 
followed by the Swiss, is of great advantage to the men, we 
can but recommend to you the ordering the same to be observed 

by all the militaiy in 6ur .service;”, ■ . 

.... . , , . . 

147. .“The several paragraphs of this letter from . 91 to 95* 
both inclusive, relative to the Swiss troops in our service, 
having been communicated to Sir Luke Schaub, he has signified 
.to us that he entirely agrees thereto, as he shall let the several 
commanders know and fully explain , to them ,for their several 
concurrence in effectuating our intentions; an attested copy of’ 
Sir Luke’s letter to our Secretary on this occasion accompanys- 
this, in order for your making such use of it as may be 
•necessary.” 1 - 

114. We have appointed Robert Boulton who takes his^ 

' passage on the Walpole, to serve as a cadet in our forces at 

Bengal, and to be preferred to an ensigns’ commission, if his • 
behaviour shall merit it. 

115. We having, in our separate .letter of the '15th of March.’ 
17.54, sent you instructions for- summoning and holding of courts 
martial, and our President and Council at Fort "St. George- 
having represen^d unto us that the officers made a difficulty 
of acting at courts martial summoned in consequence of verbal 
orders only, we have advised upon it with the Deputy Secretaiy 
at War and with the Judge Advocate and they having given us- 
their sentiments in writing, wo send you a copy of it which.' 
is as follows: 
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Roger Drake Esqr. — President and Governor. 

■William Watts Esqr. — Second of Cofuncil. and to succeed 
as President and Governor in case of the death or 
removal of Mr. Drake. 

James Kilpatrick Esqr. — as Major and third of Council and 
to remain so without rising to a superior rank 
therein. ■ 

* 

Mr. Charles Manningham ...Fourth in Council. 

Mr. Richard Beecher Fifth 

Mr. Paul Richard Pearkes Sixth 

Mr. William Frankland Seventh 

Mr. Matthew Collett Eighth 

Mr. John Zephaniah Holwell Ninth 

Mr. William Mackett Tenth 

Mr. Edward Eyre Eleventh 

Mr. Nicholas Clerembault Twelfth 

• 87. As vacancies happen in the said Coimcil, they are to be 
iilled up by the next persons in standing, unless their behaviour 
or circumstances may render them unfit for such important 
rstations, but as we have been informed that Mr. Thomas Bellamy 
has not a capacity to render him of any service to the Company 
;at the Council Board, if this appears to you to be the case, it 
is necessary he shoxild be superseded, and we direct that Mr. 
William Baillie be not admitted to have a seat in Council with- 
•out our particular orders. 

88. For the reason given in your letter of the 7th of Decem- 
ber 1754, we acquiesce to your giving up to your Secretary the 
pass money usually received on the Company’s account amount- 
•ing as you inform us to two hundred and fifty rupees per annum 
in a medium. 

89. We are pleased to find Mr. Macguire has, since the rash 
•action we complained of, behaved much to your satisfaction. 
Let him be informed that our entirely burying the remembrance 
it will depend upon the continuance of his good behaviour. 

90. The insolent and refractory behaviour of Walpole Eyre, 
•one of your writers, justly drew on him a suspension as a 
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.. 1117. We ^dWisend (you? several remarJcs.'madeiby'duriAcGdunt— 
ant. -upon fthe ;acco.utlts-of..:ypur ,.*RresWenQy,. .particularly ..the 
general '.books, rto,|which, -you are .to give the same -attention as. 
if they • were inserted in the - body of ^ these • our .’commands. 


' IIB. As ■ we have :a quantity of • iron ghott laying useless .at - 
'Bombay, we hereby acquaiht*ydu'that'tlre same will be oirdered. 
from ’ thence ' to Vdu 'fot 'kmtiage 'f6r 'our sTobps, being ' well 






iion to he 'put on 'board each sloop, in' oVder 'to 'ahsSver .dur 
intended puippse; we further desire 'to 'have an Account ''Sent 
JUS. of what useless iron, sho'tt and giihs 'you have lymg by you,, 
.'that 'our orders may be' had as to the disposition t'hereof. 

, 119. The method of .collecting our ciistoii^s' at 'Caicutte 
for a long time, appeared to us ve^ irregular, the’ extent of 
your limits bn, ^ the river being large, land the merchant. at liberty 
to.ship.pff his goods, from, .what part,' he ..pleases, must .(admitting' 
.'ybiir utmost care and caution) be of great prejudice to this 
branch of our revenues. We .therefore order that bn. receipt 
of .this our, I letter .you appropriate , the, Cbmpanyls .house,, which.. 
we, are informed is very .prpjier, and thej. situation equally so, 
for the purpose of a plaice of receipt, for all. goods whatever to> 
be exported from, and you are to affix notice at the fort gates 
and other most publick places that all goods whatever to be- 
exported sball be brought: to ’and Shipped off at this fhouse, "and 
there only, and ‘whoever shdll be found' to -’ship goods from any 
other place within your limits, the -whole to be '"forfeited, -one- 
third to the informer and "f two "thirds 'to the Company; 'and 
whereas we do hear that goods have, at times, "been "brought: 
down the river and put on board your ships without landing 
at Calcutta, evading by this .practice our export duty, we do also-^ 
direct that you make publication that such goods shall be for- 
feited, in’the manner-' aiid-proportioh aibdvemenlioned. -And now 
having, we hope, regulated the' branch to' your 'future 'ease, and 
'for .the benefit of the 'Company and the fair trader, ' we shall 
next give " -you - our sentiments concerning ' iyour -President’s, 
•request for an "encreased allowance. 
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necessary house which the writers make use of, and ^e now 
in our hands, where we. are informed many fragments of papers 
of great importance have likewise been seen. We cannot avoid 
taking this notice, that you may prevent such idle mischief in 
future. 

93. You have omitted to send your Consultations from the 
.3rd of February 1755 to the time of the dispatch of the Egmont 
on the 1st of March following, and in the book we have received, 
many papers said to be entered after Consultation are omitted. 
We take this notice that more care may be taken as well that 
we may receive your Consultations regularly brought up to the 
time of the departure of every ship, as that copies of all papers 
•of consequence are entered therein. 

94. We have been assured that the general letters are often 
carried to be signed by the members of the Council at their 
•several houses, which, if true, is very irregular and must be 
discontinued, and for the future no general letter to us must 
Tie signed but at a Council to be held for the purpose. 

95. The Company’s Resident at Bussorah having complained 
to us as well as the Presidency of Bombay of the ill conduct 
•of Mr. Baldrick, a Supracargo of one of your country ships, who 
used our said Resident with great insolence and might, by his 
folly and rash behaviour, have subjected the Company and 
private traders to a duty of seven per cent to that government, 
of all which the Governor and Council of Bombay having 
-apprised you by their letter dated on or about the 1st of Febru- 
ary last, we shall expect a full and exact enquiry has been made 
into this affair upon Baldrick’s return to Bengal, and that if he 
bas been guilty of what he is charged with, that he be sent to 
England, for we are determined to support the just authority 
•of our agents and not suffer it to be trampled on with impunity 
by any persons who reside in India under our protection, which 
is not the case of Mr. Baldrick. 

96. Your general books ending April one thousand seven 
hundred and' fifty-four are sent home without an alphabet, the 
journal in various places has no totals, the leger wants many 
Teferences to the journal, and in many other instances they, are 
■faulty and defective, and the leger in particular is copied in 
a very bad hand. We hope the bare mention of these faults 
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129 . We do therefore order that on all such goods arid those 
only, 'an import 'Sfity o£ one’joer cent; be* in future levied- by 
our Consulage Master, at the Compkhy^s house, of which publick 
notice is to be given in the same manner /as-' ordered. for the 
export duty; Hlbc value oT'tlie said Imports to be ascertained, in 
the same mariner as that of the export duty or consulage, unless 
a better method can KiJ 'tHriught' of; and all goods imported are 
to be subject to the^-same forfeitures, if -landed- at any.pther. 
place, as arc directed in case of shipping off any. goods from . 
any other than that of the Company’s house. 

124. By the impo'siXion of this duty;’ we have not the imme-. 
diate advantage which may accrue therefrom to the Company, 
so much in view, as the introducing of that order and regularity 
which we apprehend to have been long wanting with regafd 
to the collecting of our expOrt duties or -^consulage and -which 
may have been greatly le'sSehed' for jwant of it; wherefore, in 
order to encourage our G'overnours in future to exert them- 
selves in establishing and carrying into execution this plan 
for the better management ! of these twp .branches of. our 
revenues, we do direct that, out of, the produce thereof; the sum 
of ten thousand Current Rupees be paid from year to year to 
our Governour for the time being, which emoluments put him 
on a more equal foot with our Governours of- Fort St. George 
and Bombay. 

'•i'. •* « 

125. The collection's may be.'paid our Governours -quarterly, 
all duties entered and the import and export books fairly trans- 
cribed and transmitted us yearly.. . 

126. In the execution of ..these . regulations, ., the Cop.sulage 

Master may require more sjerVants, to. which or' any ’.‘other 
additions you may see necessary we, shall willingly acquiesce 
but we order that he always be one of Council and his residence 
at the Company’s house. , ' 

. . 127. As we are sensible the Consulage .Master .mpst be put 
to an extraordinary trouble in carrying into Execution these 
regulations, you must give us, your septiments upon what you 
think he ought to be allowed for the same,' Which shall- be 

properly considered ari^ directions sent in ‘consequence thcre'of. i 
' ‘ ‘ ... - V ' ’ r J / - 

128. Hostilities are still carried on between the British .-and., 
French nations is America, 'His Maje'ity’s ships continue to 
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are adjusted. As these accounts are very necessary for our 
inspection, you must not fail to send them. 

99. There is such an apparent irregularity in the manner of 
your carrying to account the money collected for consulage 
that we cannot avoid taking notice of it, that you may send us- 
a proper explanation by the first opportimity. We observe then 
that by the several accounts entered after Consultation of the 
4th July 1754, the following collections appear viz., 

From 30tli April 1753 to 31st Jul 3 ^ The amount is Bs. 141 3 6- 

31st July to 30th October . . . „ 1616 7 0- 

30th October. . . .to 31st January 1754 . „ 7514 6 6 

31st January 1754 to 30th April . . „ 4508 14 9- 

Es. 13780 15 9 


The said collections are carried to account in your general 
books ending the 30th of April 1754, in the following manner 
viz., 

1754 April . . . By Treasury Office . . . 2200 0 0 

By ditto .... 115S0 15 & 

Es. 137S0 15 9 


But by an account likewise entered after the said Consulta- 
tion the Company is made Dr. as follows: 

1754 March 14. To cash paid into the treasury 2200 0 ^ 

May 6. To ..ditto.. 2160 0 0 
13. To ..ditto.. 3391 3 0 
June 12. To . .ditto. .2381 10 9 
17. To ..ditto.. 1793 9 6 

July 1. To . .ditto. .1854 8 6 11-580 15 1 


By this it appears that the sum of lloSO'lf 

to be paid into the treasury in April x.OT £ 

months of May, June and July foUinriir go 3 

which was after the said general bools dosed, snf ” 
quently the collector must have fhe o" 

laying in his hands longer than it o r-r-— ~ Vs-» j-r-r. 
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XETTERDATED 29 DECEMBER 1756 

Shipping news — outbreak , of war with Fravoe — obedience to- 
orders of the . Select . Committee enjoined — intended ejcport of 
woollen goods for Bengal-^ensure of the .conduct of the Com^ 
pany’s pilots — the Bengal Council cautioned .against the Frehch 
force proceeding to Indiu. 

^ UR President and Council at Fort William in -Bengal. 

1. We writ to you last season =by -.the conveyances and under 
the dates as follow, viz., the 10th October by the Delawar, 
the 3rd; December by the Marlborough and the 11th February 
following by- the I'Ships .Chesterfield- and Walpole. 

2. Your several ' letters to .us by the ships lately arrived are 
come to hand as follow, on the 25th ’August a short letter ..by 
the Anson dated the 24th November 1755; , on the 13th September 
by the Hardwicke your general letter of the 11th September 
1755 and a- letter from our, President and ,-Mr..Manningham. of 
the 3fd of the same month; at the same time we received by 
the London your general letter by that ship dated the 8th of 
December; on the [ . . . ] of September a short letter overland, 
of the' '29’th of September 1755 was received; on the 7th of 
October the Eastcourt - brought your letter of the’ 5th .Of January 
1756; ■ on -the - 6th • of November we received '-by' the Duke of 
Dorsett that of the -•26th -January, and- ‘finally on the same day 
we received from the- St. ‘ George your general letter of the 
26th of February; -together' -with the several other' letters men- 
tioned in the list of the packet from the Supravising and Private 
Committees. 
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103. '-Upoh a very attentive consideration of .your enquiry 

into the-*5nformation of the'.Jugden delolls .against Messieurs 
Baillie and Play dell, .we s’o highly . disapprove of. Mr. Baillie’s 
conduct’ in general thaf.!we think him. .very, unfit to. preside in 
the management' of affairs at Jugdear;or..JE;jUckip-Oor:i... You are 
therefore immediately upon the receipt of this letter to call 
him down to Calcutta, where he is to remain until our further 
pleasure is known, but as Mr. Baillie has projected- to make the 
investment' at those places by providing goods at the aurungs 
in the manner it is now done at Calcutta, without the interven- 
tion of merchants or delolls, if therefore you find that scheme 
feasable (as we cannot 'help thinking you will), you must send 
thither some very capable person in the room of Mr. Baillie 
with instructions to use the utmost diligence and prudence to- 
carry it into effectual execution. . .t . . 

104. The regulations made, by you in consequence ,of the said 
enquiry, .as mentioned in your letter of the 7th of December 1754, 
with regard, to the manner of keeping the accounts at ,311 the 
subordinate settlements are highly necessary^ and we expect 
that you will take the utmost care that theyjere at all t^es 
punctually complied with. 

105. It is very material that your annual lists of inhabitants 
transmitted to us ^ould be exact and authentick, but- we cannot • 
help observing that they seem to be copied, without any enquiry 
being made, from the preceding year’s lists. As an instance 
of this. Miss Christiana Ross stands upon the list for the year 
1754 when at the same time' it could not but be publickly known 
that she . was returned to Europe in a French ship. 

106. We were advised, in your general letter of the 26th 

September 1754 that . Mr,- Joseph Lowe one of our covenant 
servants died on the 24th May 1753 but it appears by your. 
Consultations and the chaplain and surgeons’ lists that he died 
bn the 31st May. This difference has occasioned a contest with 
regard to an' estate) and besides the trouble to hib relations, it 
has not been a little to ’us in' giving certificates and answering 
enquiries from the several parties concerned. To prevent such 
difficulties in future, you' must be very exact in giving an account' 
of the time of the decease' of all' .persons, in which the. letters. 
Consultations and lists must agree. ■ . 


125 Dir. of Arch. 
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7. The names and destination of the several ships taken* into 
sthe.Cdmpany’s seiVice this season, are as follow viz.’“ ' 

Ships ' . Tons • ‘ Coimnandors • ; Cpnsignmont* 

' Onslow . 1 . 499, • ' tTJioma's Hindo St; Helena and 

7 ’ , • - China 


.Sandwich' , • , 
Triton 

Boscawpn 
■ Norfolk 
Tavistock 
‘ ’Princess Aiignsta 

Falmonth • 

' Warwick 


,499 
499 . '. 

- John Purling-. 
Francis Harris 

j*Chiha directly 

,499 

Bonja^nin Braund"' 

1 • : 

499 

Pinson Bonham ' 

^Fort St. Geor- 

499 

Benjamin Jcnkin.<i 

ge and China 

499 

, Thomas Baddison^ 

.499 1 

• James DA/lo’ ' 

■ St. Helena. and 



Bencoolen 

499 

Nicholas IVobb 

Madeira and 


Coiist and 
Bay 


; llcUostcr 
Worcester 
' Grantliam 
; Fox 
Elizabeth 


499 John Todd '] 

499 „■ ■ Edward Tiddoma ii ' 

499 John Oliver • ' • V Coast and Bay 

499 Alexander, Huino J 

499 .Robert Burdett J 


. Prince Edward 

Hawke 
■ New Ship 
York 

Lord Anson 


499 • 
• • 1 

r 

499 

499 

499 

499 


James Haldane 

RioJiard Brake 
John Foot 
Peter Lnscolles 
Edward Lord Cl 


■..^Rersia and 
, ‘Bombay 

^Bombay 


. ; 8. Besides which 'ships,- upon occasiop of the present war, we 
•purchased a vessel- which we- have called the Prince* Henry 
packet, and given the command thereof to Capt. John Mumford; 
she sailed from -the -Downes on. the 5th .August last for Fort 
, St. George, on p.urpqse .as- has been 'beforementioned to carry 
the news of this event, in order for its being communicated to 
you, and to whomsoever else it may concern. 

9. The ship Onslow for St. Helena and Li.mpo in China sailed 
from Spithead the -Srd of. December. . ’ 

id. The Sandwich !and • Triton for- Canton direct; with -the- 
whole consignment of woollen goods intended for that market 
this season, are now upon dispatch.- ' ' .* 

11. As are also the Boscawen, Norfolk, Tavisioek- and Princess 
Augusta bound first to Fort St. George and then to Canton, the 
Warwick for Madeira and the Coast and Bay, and the Falmouth 
: for St. Helena and Bencoolen. 
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113. Having come to a resolution not to procure any naore men 
.’from Switzerland for recruiting our four Swiss companies, but 
to unite them with our other troops, but although at present 
•there are none in Bengal, yet it is necessaiy you’ should be 
informed of the directions we have sent to the President and 
Cnuncil of Fort St. George, that if Capt Polier’s company 
should return, or any others be sent to your assistance, that our 
.said directions should be as effectually carried into execution 
in Bengal as at Fort St. George; for that purpose therefore we 
here recite them in the terms they were expressed in our 
general letter to that Presidency of the 19th of December last, 
and we likewise transmit to you attested copies of Sir Luke 
'Schaub’s letter therein referred to. 

Paragraphs 91. 92, 93. 94, 95 and 147 of the beforementioned 
general letter to the President and. Council of Fort St, 

George. 

91. “As for avoiding of trouble and other inconveniencies 
we are come to a resolution, not to procure any more men from 
Switzerland for recruiting our four Swiss companys, but to 
unite these with our other troops, so as to leave no distinction 
between them; we recommend it to you and' Cbloriel Lawrence 
to consider of such methods for carrying it into execution as 
will be most for the general service, and not disagreeable to 
the officers, for whom we have a great regard, and whose, con- 
currence will be necessary during the term of their contracts.” 

92. “It is not however to be understood in the union or 
incorporation proposed, that draughts shpuld be made out of 
the said Swiss companies against the- inclination of the captains 
•of each, but that they shall continue in the respective com- 
panies to which they belong, if it shall be most agreeable to 
the said captains; as to the dividing of the European recruits, 
the more equal it is, the less it should seem liable to objections, 
but that as well as the general method of recruiting' them either 
with other Europeans or Topasses must be submitted to you.” 

93. “Our intention therefore is that the said, four companies, 
•officers as well as soldiers, be in all respects whatever put 

upon the same footing as the English, except only in regard to 
the number of each company, which is limited to one hundred 
and forty, and must continue on the same foot, agreeable to 
•their capitulation during the term thereby limitted.” 



.174 


LETTER FROM COURT 


18. We have also given very positive orders to the President 
-and Council at Fort St. George, to send you as large a propbir- 
tion of the treasure consigned to them bn the China- siiips 
.beforementioned, as they can possibly spare, by the earliest and 
•safest conveyances. 

19. The woollen goods providing for your Presidency and 
which will be sent on the Coast and Bay ships, are about six 
hundred and sixty bales of cloth, three hundred and sixteen 
bales of long ells and seven hundred and ninety pieces of long 
ells of yard and half wide in sevent 3 rnine bales. The consign- 
ments to Fort St. George consist of about one hundred and forty 
bales of cloth and twenty bales of long ells, and those to 
Bombay of about' fourteen hundred bales of cloth- but ho long 
€lls, besides a considerable quantity of woollens for the Persia 
market to be sent on the Prince Edward. This previous notice 
may probably be of use and you are to make it' publick or 
reserve it to yourselves, as you shall think most for our interest. 

20. As we are advised from Bombay, that they have disposed 
of all the woollen goods they had on hand, and we have the 

; satisfaction to observe you have likewise done the same, al- 
though not to that advantage we could wish, yet upon terms 

• considering all circumstances we must approve :of — ^we have in- 
timated to the President and Council at Fort St. George that if 
they should be under any difficulties iri the disposal of their 

■ woollen goods, and are assured they may go off to greater 
. advantage in Bengal or at Bombay, in such case they are to 

• consign them accordingly, agreeable to the advices they shall 
receive from ei^er Presidency. J 

21. The very late arrival of our .shipping this season puts 
it out of our power to send you lists of investment by these 
conveyances, or make any remarks upon the ' goods received 

-from your Presidency; they must 'be deferred therefore to go by 

• ."the Coast and Bay ships and we can now only recommend it 

• to you to make an investment upon the best terms and in the 
best manner you are able, agreeable to the directions of last 

-season. 

22. As we are desirous of having as large a; quantity ,of salt- 

■ petre provided for the ships to be returned to us from our 
"three Presidencies in the year 1757 as they can conveniently 



11 FEBRUARY 1756 - 


165 

“Regularly there must be an order in writing from the 
"President and Council or Commander in Chief thereunto autho- 
:rized for holding general ■ courts ' martial which order should, 
ibe produced the court, for the power- being originally dele- 
gated from the Crown by the sign manual and in the second 
instance transferred by the Court of Directions (sic) under the 
;seal of the Company- should be conveyed to .the court martial 
by an act of like solemnity. - A genera), order -to the Judge 
.Advocate to summon courts martial from -time to time, des- 
cribing the rank and rotation of the members and authorizing 
the courts so summoned to proceed to tryal of any offenders 
brought before them, might perhaps suffice and in that case the 
•Judge Advocate might take verbal directions, for the particular 
occasion of summoning them because he alone is answerable 
and the court would be obliged to proceed under the general 
order, but the usual practice and that which seems least liable 
to e.xceptions is for the Commander in Chief, duly authorized, to 
issue a warrant for that particular purpose as often as occasion 
requires a general court martial to . be held, specifying the 
matters to be tried, in which is also inserted the name or des- 
cription of the officer appointed to preside and this warrant 
miay be directed either to the Judge Advocate or the President, 
possibly the former may be more adviseable as the Judge 
Advocate is charged with transmitting the proceedings to the 
person by whose warrant of authority the court is held and 
mention is to be made in the title , or preamble of the proceed- 
•ings to the effect following viz.. 


“At a General Court Martial held at the 

day of 1755 by virtue of a warrant from 

(the President and Council of the settlement or the Commander 
in Chief as the case may be) bearing date the . day 

«£ the same month” &ca. . . - 


Supplement ' ' 

* ‘ * * • • * 

116. Being sensible that iron and leaden weights by frequent 
use will lose considerably, we therefore now send you a sett of 
Tjrass standard weights with proper scales and triangles, by 
which you are immediately to regulate the weights at your 
Presidency, and you are to carefully preserve the said standard 
•weights for .the same purpose at all times hereafter. 



176 


LETTER FROM COURT 


permit, to defend our estate in Bengal against any attempts that* 
may be made upon it by this force, and in particular, that you 
’ will do all in your power.to engage the Nabob to give you hisi 
protection as the only and most effectual, measure for the 
I; security of settlement and property. We have the. satisfaction 
j, of being further able to inform you that-a squadron of His.* 
1 1 Majesty’s ships will be soon ready to proceed to the East Indies, 

! to continue there for a time in the room of that under Vice- 
Admiral Watson, • and • although . we are not at present fully 
apprized 'of its force, we have good reason, to believe it. will be 
sufficient to cope with the French squadron.' . 

26. What further occurs to us on this interesting subject.; 
will be communicatee^ to our Select Committee of Fort St. 
George, who will have directions to forward to you whatever 
shall be necessary J;or your information. ' > . ■ 

We are, 

Your loving friends,.. 

P. Godfrey/John Payne/R. Drake/J*. Raymqnd/N. 
Newnham Junr./M, Impey/Henry Plant/L. Sulivan/j 
John Dorrien/Rob. Jones/Heny. Savage/Thos. Rous/j' 
Cha., Gough /Trimothy • Tullie/Hy. Crabb Boulton/i 
Stephen Law/Christo Burrow /Charles Chambers/,' 
John Manship/M. Western. 

London, 

29th December 1756. 

(Ref: — Home Public General LeWers from Court, Vol. 1,- 
1755-58, pp. 127-134.) 
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LETTER DATED 29 DECEMBER 1756 

OiLtbreah of xoar with France — intended cox^signmeiit of 
Madeira xoine for Bengal — complaints of the Bengal Council ■ 
particularly regarding leakage of wine referred to the Company's- 
representative at Madeira. 
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120. iWe are co.nyinced station j^iot , t]^e advan- 

tages equal to pur pthej governmente ,of Bpinbay and Ma^aas; 
but then ypu must be sensible that w;e do not, nay, we could . 
not bear the weight of ^those emoluments. Jt is the , trader that 
pays -the consulage and .coinage to. Bombay, and |ihe consulage 
at Madrass; in like manner we shall be very willing .to indcige 
our Govemours of .Bengal, as we are satisfied ,that pur ^lowances. 
(though' very handsonae) will barely .support their e:^ences, 
and here we have been put \mder many .d^culties as the load- 
ing your trade, already declared .to be at ,a very low ebb, .may 
be deemed an hardship by the community; but after mature 
deliberation, we have .fixed ;upon the following method, wjhich 
we judge can be liable to few ,or no .objections. 

121. Your sea imports have hitherto been exempt from all 
duties whatever, ,and this exemption we mean to continue on 
all merchandise that shall pay an import or an e^gjort duty to 
any of our other settlements, and this we do for two reasons, 
first, that an additional duty on goods already loaded may be 
esteemed and possibly -felt as a burthen, secondly, that it may 
bring the French and Dutch, your competitors, too much upon 
a footing with you. 

122. .The articles then that we intend to be subject to .an 
import duty are those that have always been introduced to 
Calcutta custom-free; such are all goods, all liquors and neces- 
saries‘ directly from England, all goods directly from China, 
Mocha, Juddah, Manilha, Batavia, Mallacca, Zeloan, the Malabar 
coast, the coasts of Sumatra, .Borneo and Mozambique, the 
Maldives and other places, that do not pay us or our Residents 
a custom or consulage; and the proof that we require is that 
the Custom Master, or Chief at any of our settlements, from 
whence the goods are brought, shall signify that they have paid 
the Company or their Resident a duty, and this certificate pro- 
duced to your Consulage Master shall be an exemption, but not 
else, and that we may be cle.arly understood in these our direc- 
tions, we shall explain ourselves in. two instances .which will 
suffice for the rest. Tin introduced directly from England and 
tutenague from China .will pay .this duty, but tin .and tutenague 
imported from Surat are exempt, for they. have paid c.ustoms, 
but it is not oiu: intention gold or silver either in bullion or 
coin shall pay .any duty. 
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'''■• 6; Messrs; Chambers, Hiccox arid Chambers 'at the islana 
Madeira have our directions .to consign to. you on the Warwick 
, ‘One hundred and fifty pipes of wine, and to our President and 
Council at Fort St. George the same quantity, but as the demand 
for wine at Fort St. George is so great, we cannot avoid indul- 
ging them with detaining (as we have done for some time past) 
fifty pipes, part of the consignment to you, but no more on any 
account whatsoever, and not even that quantity or any part 
of it without a real necessity. ' . . 


7. In consequence of the 42nd paragraph of your general 
..letter of the 11th of September 1755 relative to the leakage of 
Madeira wine, and of’ some complaints of the same kind from 
our Presidency of Fort St. George, as well as of the short 
.gauge of the casks (which though not taken notice of by you, 
we make no doubt that there were the same reasons for), we 
have made the strongest representations thereon to our corres- 
pondents at Madeira, and we hope with good effect, but in 
order to prevent as much as possible any future complaints, we 
.have concerted and agreed with them that the wines shall be 
upwards of a year old before they, are shipped, by which they 
will be better assured of the quality, and as the fermentation 
by that time will be in a great measure over, it will in some 
degree prevent the leakage so much complained of. They are 
likewise to take particular care that the casks are made up 
to hold compleatly one hundred and fifteen gallons each, and 
before shipping them, they, are to call upon the captain either 
to see every cask gauged and full himself, or depute one of 
his officers for that purpose. They are to draw out certificates 
of the particulars of such gauge to be signed by themselves 
arid the captain or his officers aforesaid, one of which is to be 
sent to us, one delivered to the captain and the others forwarded 
to Fort William and Fort St. George. . All the Company’s wines 
for the future are to have our mark burnt on each cask. As 
. it has been intimated that some of our commanders have had 
their pipes made up to gauge considerably less than the Com- 
pany’s standard of one hundred and fifteen gallons and as it is 
possible that such casks may .have been delivered in lieu of 
some of the Company’s, it may in some measure account for the 
short gauge so frequently complained of from Fort St. George, 
to prevent which in future, the marking the Company’s casks 
only, as beforementioned, will be very useful. And we have 
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take there as well as in Europe all the ships of that nation 
they meet with by way of reprizals, great numbers of which 
now lay in the several ports of His Majesty’s dominions, but 
none are yet condemned; the French are using their utmost 
diligence to fit out a great marine force, and are drawing down 
to the sea coasts numbers of their troops with which they threat- 
en an invasion. The British- nation, on the other hand, were 
never better prepared to baffle their attempts as well as protect 
its honor and trade than at this time, both by land and sea. Not- 
withstanding all this, no declaration of war is made by either 
nation, no commissions for privateers or letters of marque have 
been issued or granted here, nor are we informed that any have 
been issued on the part of France. All British merchant ships 
were suffered to go in and come out of their ports without 
.any hindrance or molestation until the end of last month, 
when it is said all the English vessels at Dunkirk (about nine 
•small ones in the whole) were stopt, but we do not hear whether 
the like has been done in the other ports of that kingdom, or 
that they have made any other reprizals in Europe since the 
•commencement of the present differences. It cannot well be 
imagined that affairs will remain long in this situation, there- 
fore in all events you must stand well upon your guard. 

129. Since writing the beforegoing, advices have been 
received that the French king’s orders were published at 
Dunkirk for all British subjects to quit his dominions before 
the 1st of next month, except such as may obtain his permission 
to remain. Another edict was published inviting his subjects 
to fit out privateers, promising a premium, of . forty . livres for 
every gun and as much for every man they take bn board our 
ships, with a further promise that in case peace should be 
concluded soon the king will purchase the said privateers at 
•their prime cost. 

We are,- 

Your loving friends, 
R. Drake/P. Gfodfrey/John Payne/R. Bootle/ John 
Raymond /Whichcott Turner/ThoS. PhippS/Rob. Jones/, 
Hy. Crabb Boulton/John Dorrifen/John Manship/, 
Henry Plant/Will. Barwell/ Lau ■ Sulivan/Timothy 
Tullie/Maximn Western/Chas Gough/Heny. Savage/f 
John Boyd /Charles Chambers/Christo Burrow,- 
London, 

11th February 1756 
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3. From the accounts ^ye gave you in. our lette^ last season 
of the situation of publick affairs, an open war between the 
British and French nations might easily he foreseen; it h^s 
proved so in the event, His Majesty 'having proclaimed war - 
against France on the 18th of. May last, which was returned 
in a very short time after on the part of the French king; some • 
of His Majesty’s declarations are now sent for your information; . 
not but we have great reason to believe you will know it long ; 
before this reaches you, by the dispatches sent immediately 
overland by His Majesty’s ministers and ourselves, or by the - 
Triton man of war and our own ship Prince Henry packet,. _ 
the first of which left England on the 17th of July, and the 
other the 5th of August, both charged with the news of this im- - 
portant event. 

4. We make no doubt you have, in consequence of the infor- - 
mation you have most probably received, concerted' every 
necessary measure for the defence of our settlements -and • pro- - 
perty, and the security of our commerce, to the utmost of your 
power and circumstances. We shall only add that we shall 
greatly depend upon your care and prudence for the future - 
safety of our valuable settlements in Bengal. 

5. We enclose for your information a list of the arrival and . 
departure of our shipping; you will there observe, how late in . 
general our several ships arrived occasioned by unavoidable 
tedious detentions at St. Helena, Lisbon, Ireland and elsewhere;-^ 
besides the many difficulties we labour under on this occasion, 
the late arrival of your dispatches and those from all the other 
parts of India is not one of the least, and in course lay us under ■ 
the necessity of confining the contents of our advices 'by these ■ 
conveyances to some general information and directions. 

6. All due obedience must be paid to the orders and directions - 
of the Secret Committee, or any three of them, by the President, . 
those gentlemen who form the Select Committee or any other 
person or persons to whom they shall think proper to issue 
them, in as full and ample a manner as if they were signed by ' 
the Court of Directors; the gentlemen who compose the Secret - 
Committee under the present direction are Peter Godfrey, John- 
Pay ne, Christopher Burrow, Roger Drake and Jones Raymond- 
Esqrs, 
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12. The ships Ilchesler, Worcester, Grantham, Fox ancLj 
Elizabeth for the Coast and Bay \yill be dispatched about the 
26th of February, as\vill at the same time the Prince Edward- 
for Persia and Bombay. 

13. The Hawke, New Ship, York and Lord Anson for Bombay, 
will be dispatched about the 25th of March. 

14. Wo have_ appointed several setts of Supra-cargos for 
transacting our affaii's .in China, ' only one of which : it may 
happen j’ou can have a connection with’, and that is for such 
ship or ships as shall or* may arrive at Canton in. the year 1757.“ 
from any of the Company’s settlements in India, other than 
those we have- particularly provided for, viz., Messrs. Thomas > 
Liell. Thomas Thomson, Mordecai Walker and Thomas Smith.: 

15. The freighters of silver, coral. and other licensed trade- 
have executed the usual agreement, that if any ship or ships 
on which such articles are laden shall proceed to Bengal without', 
touching at Fort St. George, or on the other hand' arrive at 
Fort St. George and do not proceed to Bengal, that the President, 
and Council at either place may forward the same agreeable - 
to the original consignment on any of our European ships at the 
risque of the said freighters, but without any further charge • 
to them. Although this is only a repetition of the annual and 
•customax-y clause on this head, yet under the present circums-- 

tance of a French war it may require your more.- particular ' 
notice. 

16. Besides one hundred tons of lead and the one Hundred and’ 
fifty pipes of Madeira wine on the Warwick, [other] consign- 
ments to you are inconsiderable if any thing; for whatever 
relates thereto and in particular the wine we. refer, to a separate* 
letter by that ship. 

17. We have left it to the discretion- of our President and' 
Council at Fort St. George, either to detain the "Warwick foir 
an early dispatch from thence, or to fox-ward her to you, accord- 
ing to circumstances, observing however that, if the first is- 
determined upon as the properest measure, the wine and other' 
consignments for Bengal are to be sent by the earliest- and’ 
safest conveyances that offer, and in particular as large a pro- 
portion of her treasure (although not consigned to- you) as- 
can be spared. 
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providing goods agreable to the list received by her. Again on 
the .r^eipt ofvthe ne,w. list of investment per Oxford .we .sent 
them cbpy thereof with orders to comply therewith as hear as. 
possible: ■ • • • , 


^ 5*. .^Oh the 6th April we received a IfetVer frohi the worshipful 
Jbhri jilinde Esq., Deputy Governohr and Council at Fort St, 
Day^ hiider date the 24 February advising that five French ships 
s^e^ Pondicherry on the 28th January, since which they 
heard ^rbih Ahjengo® of their being b’ff that place the llth Feb- 
rii’a:^, "ihlat 'they had bebn relieved in great measure by the 
arrival' ‘there ’of the Frittahia, that they were unloading of her 
as fast as possible, but could come to Ao resblution what to do 
with her., for Want of -advi'ces :from 'hence, nor cGuld they (form 


my; judgment of .the King’a ships pp the .Company’s, which ought 
£0 have called there as well to relieve them as take away their 
bales, of which they had above two thousand, that among the 
heavy losses sustained bn that 'dba'^'t 'tor tWo^'months before, half 
the pRffider ' of 'MadraSs b'eing -carried 'away, in that 'time the 
Priiifahys-lEmelia^Werit into MadraW rbad arid Was taken there the- 
Hth -February. 




i. we received a letter from Charles -Floyer 

Esqr., .etc, Council, pnder date the 22nd April per sloop Occident, 
advising of. their -misfortune in losing Mr. Hinde, who died on the 
Hth.pi^that^ month, -that -Mr. Edward Crooke -having Telinquished 
thej^uceessipn on accpiint of his -age and -ill state of health, it has 
deyplved; on ..Mr. Floyen as being next in station, that they 
received ours^qf {the 4th February -and thank -us -for the treasure 


and other supplys sent them per His Majesty’s squadron, which 
very happily ' came' to 'their relief on the 2nd March, the French 
Kayin|[''riiade m attempt against them the day before and would 
hq' .dbj&b't have besieged ‘ih'em the next day, but, bri the arrival 
^.;%hepsquadr6n"th'ey retiredj 'fhat' bn the Sflst' April 'Your 
Honours’ ship the Lap wi^^^ there by whom they received 

a very wellconie supply “of 'Iffty chests of silver, that they have 



'piA d^reable_t6 "Yoiir '-HonburS’ orders 'they "should send the 
La'pwing-td^BrtMaHb’bi'bugh wHich proVed 'vbi'y convenient 'as 
they had it in their power to sen^'hy'her'^^what ‘they should 
thinkrnebessary'tfor-'ihe'u'se ofthat settlement,- that the iBirittahnia 
'wasrjust'-uponbhefcrdispatch ifor Europe, that -‘by- -the - Jenny, Fort 
St, .G.eorge~ arid SRrince -of 'Orange they -i'eceived the -cargoes mf 
rice consigned them by those; ships which will be a very suffi- 
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icarry, consistently with the other parts of the investments, even 
.in the whole to the amount of two thousand, tons or thereabouts, 
.you are therefore to set immediately about a provision accord- 
ingly, and to supply Fort St. George and Bombay with the 
necessary proportions in which no doubt you will be regulated 
by the advices you have and may receive from our servants at 
those places, as well as the manner of conveying it to them. 
Instructions as to the particular quantities to be laden on each 
.ship will greatly depend upon. the number of ships to be laden 
and the tonnage of your investment of piece-goods and raw silk. 
We shall consider these circumstances and send you directions 
by the Coast and Bay ships. 

23. We are sorty to say we have been informed of very great 
remisness in our pilots during the last war which, had it sooner 
come to our knowledge, we should have resented in a proper 
manner; we understand it was a common practice with them 
to look out for any thing they could meet with in Ballasore 

■Road, or otherways to get the charge of any foreign or country 
ships which first came in their way, for which they demanded 
.and received an exorbitant price; by these means our ships, 
which at that season were daily expected to arrive, were totally 
neglected, insomuch that our commanders have been obliged 
to ptlt a confidence in and trust the care of their ships to an 

• enemy’s pilot. We therefore direct that you give strict orders 
to our pilots that some of them do constantly keep on their 
proper stations off Point Palmiras*, at the season our ships are 

• expected, until they all arrive, and carefully attend upon them 
until they are safe at their moorings. 

\ 

24. We have chosen Mr. Edward Barwell to be a writer upon 
the Bengal establishment, and he accordingly proceeds to his 

. station on the Warwick. 

25. The French are making great preparations at Port 
L’Orient for an expedition to the East Indies, according to the 
best information we can at present get. It consists of six men 
of war of the line, two frigates and eight Company’s ships fitted 
in a warlike manner, on which are to embark about two thousand 
five hundred land forces; to what particular part of India this 
force is destined we cannot learn. We must therefore recom- 
mend it to you in the strongest manner to be as well on your 

.•guard as the nature and circumstances of your Presidency will 
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men at Fort St. David, bearing date the 25 June, advising of a* 
great scarcity of rice with them and desiring a supply of 1,000'’ 
tons. We found it necessary to accept proposals from the 
owners of the Prince of Orange, Fanny, William, and Fort St 
George and agreed with them to deliver their cargoes of rice at: 
that settlement and as the Fanny was bound from thence to the 
West Coast, we sent on her such supply for Fort Marlborough as- 
the gentlemen at Fort St. David had desired; at the same time 
they advised of the arrival of Your Honours’ snow the Swift on» 
the 10 June 

14. On the 5 September the ship Princess of Wales was dis- 
patched with all the rice, wheat and stores she could take in and* 
one hundred and thirteen military officers included. She had 
orders to call at Vizagapatam and delivered 11 bales of woollen 
goods and 2 chests pagodas* designed them from Fort St. Davidi 
by the Jenny which ship passed by that port. She accordingly 
arrived at Vizagapatam on the 19th September and from thence: 
proceeded to Fort St. David from whence she returned on the 
23rd November to us and by her we received a letter from the- 
gentlemen there, acknowledging the receipt of the stores and. 
military sent on her. 

15. On the 9 July being informed that two ships were fitting: 
out at Chandemagore in order to carry provisions to Pondicherry, 
the President at the same time laying before the Board a letter' 
from Commodore Griffin dated the 6th June advising that the 
French intended sending the Princess Emelia to Bengal and that: 
if we could arm two of our Europe ships and let him know when, 
we were ready to receive her he would give her an opportunity 
to slip out of Madrass which he shall be obliged to do shortly- 
as he must collect his whole force in expectation of a French: 
squadron in August, From these advices we thought it neces- 
sary to prepare the Exeter and Houghton to proceed down the- 
river with all expedition. The captains alledging they could! 
not possibly get ready till the end of the month, they were pro- 
mised all the assistance in our power and desiring 50 lascars, we 
supplied them accordingly and every thing was. landed from the.- 
•Exeter except lead and iron sufficient to make her. sailworthy. 

16. On the 28 July the seamen of the Exeter, and Houghton' 
petitioned to have secm-ity given them for the wages then due to; 
them and requested the usual encouragement given upon expedi- 
tions of this nature, upon which we thought proper to offer themi 
two months’ pay m case they came to action, but their, captains- 
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QuR President and Council' at PoPtiiWiJliamr.anl.©eftigal. 
1 . This ship the Warwick, Captain Nicholas' 'WehSj'pBirntlianci- 


er, being consigned to the island Madeira .Jo ;jri 'tiiB'‘anrijfhI 
supply of wine for the use of our PreSiddrici^ W ^WilTi!^ 
and Fort St. George, and as there is a probability^of dier pfoc'eeci- 


ing singly from thence, as well as that* some of all-^lie Coast 
and China ships will arrive at Port' St. Geofge ' 6 Sf 6 fe^‘'ffefV' we 


shall confine this letter principally to what ' relates' to’ the 
V/arwick, and send our general advices by the said ships which 


are now upon their dispatch, being the Boscawen, Norfolk. 
Tavistock and Princess Augusta. . , 7 


2. The accompanying list will give you a general account 
of the late arrival of the several ships this season’; those from 
your Presidency brought the several packets the commanders 
were entrusted with. " ‘ 


3. In our letters lost year you ‘were, in general, apprized 
of the situation of affairs between the British and French 
nations, wliich was such as in all probability would draw on 
an open war; the event has proved so as you will observe by • 
the accompanying declarations, His Majesty having proclaimed 
war against France on the 18th May last, which was likewise 
done soon after by the French king against His Majesty. 

4. We make no doubt of your having information of this 
important event locg before this reaches your hands, .as adyices 
were immediately sent by the way of Aleppo, as well by the 
Government as ourselves, to give notice of it to Admiral Watson 
and the Company’s senmnls in general-; for the .same purpose. 
His Majesty’s ship Triton sailed from Portsmouth on the 17th 
•of July last and our own ship the Prince Henry pacjket -the 5th 
of .the month following from the Downes. 

5. The principal consignment to you on this ship is lead, 
which and any other particulars laden on her in ^England for 
your Presidency will appear )yy .the nccpnapanying invoice .and 
bill of lading, to which therefore we refer. The .treasure .by 
this ship is cpnsigned to Fort ,St, peorge., hut the President ,and 
Council are. appriz,e.d hy .us .of .the r.eajL ,s.eryice it .will .be to 
send you as .large a -propp.rtipn,pf as jP.o..ss,ih.l.o» .ahd a.ccprd- 
ingly ordered to supply you, by the .earliest and safest epny^ 

.jyances .that .offer, .either by this ship or,,.,o.thers .at tbefr discretion, 

125 Dir. of Arch. 
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?our. Honours’ sloop the: Fort- St; George- and- the Kittyr a- hired- 
.sloop'. The-: Becquille'had- 27- Europeans^ and* 3 'blacks- on-board,- ; 
six of which made their escape in a boat and the -rest’-are- pris- 
oners here. The French have demanded her and her crew as 
being taken in: the -river- and* call ■ it-a -breach - of neutrality- but we 
.• have-'- refused* to deliver them alledging . that - they ; first* broke - the- 
•neutrality by: taking, the = Fort -St. George te the- eastward* of- the- 
-eastermost Brace. They also- applied to- the- Durbar on* this- 
occasion- but the Nabob has-determined it -in our- favour, 

:21v On the 16' September'. Captain Tboiiias. Stevens' desiring,' 
permission' to bring his ship the Oxfbrd up tb town, it -was graiit- 
-ed; when the captain- arrived, he informed us that he left the' 
iSfadeiras the 3T March, that' on the'" 22' of that* . month, Your" 
-Honours’ ship the Eastcourt, 'Winchelsea, Benjamln and'CJblches- 
"ter-sahed 'thence in' company' with- His Maje&ty?S'ships'the*Ripon, 
Exeter-, York^ -Pooh and- Eltham but-has- heard- nothing of- them' 
^since, 

22*. On the 24 September Your Honours’' sloop the Calcutta' 
'imported here"- from Fort Saint David;- by her the President 
-received" a- letter from' Mr./Floyer advising, that He sent her down 
! being, unfit f Or service on that- coast for want of repairs. 

23; Oh'the'*9'Octobbi' the'"Bbneta‘slb'op built' fbr our own' use- 
;for" the" ge'ntleiiien at Bombay aWiVfed' here.' 

24. On the 28 October Mr. Edward-’Ward desiririg' leave-’ to!. 

• bring his ship up to town he had .our permission and on the 29 
-dittb Mr. 'Wardj.the Chief Mate' of the ’Warwicke; being'.' arrived 
in' to'wn' informed us of-' the' death' of Captain Misenor and asihe'; 
•was ah' approved mart! we ordered’ our Secretary to confirmihim'- 
-in: the command of- that ship:. 


25'. Oh' the' 16- November- we received: a letter ' froni'Vikaga-’ 
patairi, ad vising, that the Mermaid sloopj provided* for' our use' by 
the gentlemen at’ Bombay, having left' that port the Qth- Septem- 
ber lost her mast on the 10th October upon the Airacari' coast 
and was obliged to bear away for that place where they will 
-endeavour to furnish her with a mast that she' m'ay- proceed 
. hither When the' season' will permit. 

26. From the Mermaid' sloop: we received advices- from’ 

■ Bombay that they were concerned' to acquaint us with- the' loss- 
' of- YoUr- Honours’ ship Anson- which after a- brave' resistance' on* 
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further given positive directions, as you will observe by Captain 
Webb’s instructions, that he does not ship or suffer to be shipped 
upon his own account or that of any of his ship’s company any 
pipe or pipes of wine but what shall contain the full quantity 
of one hundred and fifteen gallons each. These precautions 
will be continued every season, and we desire you will let us 
know what effect they have, by sending to us a very particular 
account from year to year of the condition of the wines consigned 
to you for our information and having justice done us, if there 
appears reason to apply for it. 

8. The commander and ship’s company have the usual indul- 
gence of twenty pipes of wine. 

9. We have chosen Mr. Edward Barwell to be a writer upon 
the Bengal establishment, and he accordingly proceeds to his 
station on this ship the Wanvick. 


We are. 

Your loving friends. 

P. Godfrey/John Payne/R. Drake/J. Raymond/, 
N. Newnham Junr./M. Impey/Henry Planf/L. 
Sulivan/John Dorrien/Rob. Jones/Heny. Savage’/Thos. 
Rous/Cha Gough/Timothy Tullie/Hy. Crabb Boulton'/i 
Stephen Law/Christo. Burrow/Charles Chambers/, 
John Manship/M. V/estern. 

London, 

29 th December 1756. 

(Ref : — Home Public General Letters from Court, Vol. 1, 
1755-58, pp. 139-142.) 

Paragraphs 6, 23, 25 published in Long’s Selections from Un~ 
'published Records, 1748-67, p. 74. 
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•i two ships than by sending them to Fort St. David; we therefore 
. on the 16 November ordered the Exeter to be unloaded and we 
shall dispose of such of her cargoe as will sell here and wait a 

■ safer opportunity for sending such part thereof as we cannot dis- 
: pose of to Bombay. 

29. The next day as by the advices from Vizagapatam and 
'Tngeram® we learned that there would be about 550 bales laying 

there and as they had no tonnage there to bring them away we 
came to a resolution of sending the Houghton thither and the 
'captain was ordered to get here in readiness for that purpose. 

30. We are now to proceed in giving Your Honours a summary 

- view of the state of your affairs under our management to the 
present time, first beginning with the most, material, the invest- 

, ment. 

31. On the 9 March being a proper time for beginning our 
Calcutta investment for the ensuing season the merchants were 
ordered to attend on . the 11 which they accordingly did but hav- 
ing heard of the arrival of the Princess of Wales we deferred 
proceeding therein till we received Your Honours’ orders by her. 

32. On the 13th of that month the Calcutta list of investment 
was ordered to be drawn out and laid before us. On the 16 
ditto the merchants attending we informed the Seats of the 
favourable mention made of them in Your Honours’ orders per 
Princess of Wales and they were told that this favour ought to 
make them exert themselves to the utmost in providing goods 
for the ensuing season in the manner as directed by Your 

- Honours’ orders this season which would be most for their own 
.'interest, in order not only to retain but increase Your Honours’ 
■;good opinion of them. We then acquainted them and all the 
' anerchants with the new orders in regard to providing goods this 

^season and informed them that we were ready to contract on 
• those tenns. They desired time to consider thereof and on the 
' 19. they told us they could not pretend to. provide goods on the 
terms proposed, there being but few articles on which they were 

■ to receive but little dadney and the rest were to be provided for 

■ ready money that it was in vain for them to promise, for we 
' should certainly fail in having cloth for the lading of our ships, 
for there were many articles in which there is no gain but some 

■ times a loss even when full dadney has been advanced for them, 

■ particularly on the coarse goods, as well as there are some 
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which they were directed to consider of and let us know how- 
near they could comply there-with; our proposals are entered', 
after that day’s Consultation, 

34. On the 9th of April the merchants informed us that they 
had thoroughly considered of our proposals and find that it is; 
impossible to comply therewith, that the times are such from the 
great scarcity of money and apprehensions of impediments from 
the Morattoes, the most they could think of undertaking for 
ready money was one fourth part of the investment and unless- 
they received dadney for the other three fourths, they could not 
promise to complete the investment and that they could not 
possibly undertake more than fifty thousand (50,000) pieces of 
gurrahs besides the last year’s ballance of that article. As we 
found it impracticable to bring them to engage for so many 
ready money goo’ds and gurrahs as we had hopes they could have- 
undertaken we thought the most likely way to procure a quantity 
of gurrahs and goods for readymoney was to set aside all the- 
Cossajurah goods which would amount to about four laacks and 
a half, also to the amount of three laacks and a half more of the- 
finest sortments of goods which we thought they could provide- 
for ready money and that the person who contracted for the 
Cossajurah goods should deliver in one piece of gurrahs for- 
every piece of that sortment and for the other sortments of ready 
money goods they should deliver in one piece of gurrahs for 
every two pieces of those fine sortments and that we offered them 
30 per cent dadney on all the other sortments of goods and that, 
they should besides undertake 75000 pieces of, gurrahs on dadney 
and we acquainted them that whoever being joined in good 
security would undertake the provision on those terms, we- 
would agree -with them. The merchants promised to consider- 
thereof and give us their answer. 

35- On the 13th following the merchants declared themselves, 
incapable of performing agreable to our proposals made them on. 
the 9th for they said there was a considerable sum due to them 
un last year’s dadney, also a great deal of money lent us last, 
year at interest, so that it was impossible for them to go to work- 
■without that money or new money advanced them for goods to 
he provided this year, that the enly -way they could -think of 
rraakimg this year’s investment was as follows: to provide- 
■seventy five thousand pieces of gurrahs in all, to .set aside ,to the- 
amount ef seven or -eight laack -of rupees as ready money goods 
•of all sortments in proportion, except gvu-rahs of -which 25.000^ 
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Supply o/ rice to Fort St. David to meet scarcity — recrude- 
scence of hostilities hetioeen the English and the French — 
instructions of the Council to subordinate factories regarding, 
advance of dadney — contract between the English and the Dutch 
Companies for purchase of saltpetre — Omichund’s failure to send 
dotun all saltpetre to Bengal — settlement of Coja Minas’s case — 
outside arbitration not to be invited for settlement of the mer- 
chants' accounts — demand of securities from the merchants 
before advancing dadney. 

To the Honourable the Court of Directors for Affairs of the 
Honourable the United Company of Merchants of England 
trading to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours. 

_1. Our last address to Your Honours bore date the 22nd Feb- 
ruary 1746/7 per Kent, Montfort, Salisbury and Marlborough, 
These ships were dispatched from Kedgeree* by Messrs. Humphry 
Bellamy and William Kempe on the 27th of the same month 
when the Kent drew eighteen feet ten inches water forward and. 
nineteen feet abaft, the Montfort eighteen feet ten inches for- 
ward and eighteen feet eight inches abaft, the Salisbury eighteen 
feet by the head and nineteen feet by the stern and the Marl- 
borough eighteen feet two inches water by the head and eighteen 
feet six inches by the stern. We hope those ships have saved 
their passage and are safe arrived with Your Honours. 

2. We have the pleasure to advise Your Honours of the 
arrival of the following of your ships with us vizt on the 9th 
March the Princess of Wales, Captain Thomas Harry, on the 
4th April the Houghton, Captain Isaac Worth, on the 1st May 
the Exeter, Captain William Weston, on the 16th of September 
the Oxford, Captain Thomas Stevens and on the 26th October 
the Warwicke, Mr. Edward Ward. 

3. By the above ships we were favoured with Your Honours 
several commands under date the 6 June 1746/7 and 18th Feb- 
ruary 1746/7 and copy of your commands per Eastcomt and 
Caesar dated the 16 January 1746/7. 

4. On the arrival of the Princess of Wales we wrote to the 
several subordinate factorys and transmitted them Yc-ur 
Honours’ orders relating to them and directed them to go on 
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practised and ought in his opinion to be avoided; he was there- 
tore for contracting with all the merchants in general for the- 
investment as has been customary and not with Omichund sepa- 
tately. The President was of opinion that as we had been so- 
long contending to bring the merchants to contracts as near as 
possible to the Company’s orders and they obstinately refused to 
alter their former method of contracting on dadney and as on 
the 28 May we agreed to look out for merchants who would per- 
form the investment on easier terms he thought Omichund’s. 
proposals ought to be agreed to as agreable to Your Honours’ 
orders and much for your interest, and as it might be the means 
of engaging other merchants to follow his example, in providing 
goods without advancing money; Omichund’s proposals being 
thus approved of by the majority of the Board it was agreed tch 
be put in execution, but that the brokerage should not be excused, 
him. 

39. On the 13th June sixteen mercnanxs of which seven were 
new men proposed to undertake a part of the investment to the- 
amount of 7,70,000 rupees on the following terms — ^to be advanced 
50 per cent dadney as we should be in cash, and interest to be- 
allowed thereon till paid, from the time of signing the contract 
and 35 per cent more to be paid them when their goods were 
prized and interest to be allowed thereon from the 1st October,, 
that one third of what they should provide to be for ready money 
of which the Cossajurah goods to be a part and for every piece- 
of Cossajurah goods to deliver in one piece of gurrahs, on which 
gurrahs dadney as before mentioned was to be advanced them. 
The merchants’ names and the sums each person would under- 
take is entered on that day’s Consultation. 

40. On the 15th June we sent for the Seats and other mer- 
chants and informed them of the proposals made us on the 13th 
and asked them if they would comply on the same terms. They 
desired till the next day to give their answer. The next day we 
took into consideration the proposal made us on the 13th instant 
and it was unanimously approved of. It was then debated, 
whether the merchants who made those proposals should be em- 
ployed or not; our several opinions are given at large on that, 
day’s Consultation to which we beg leave to refer Your Honours^ 
when the majority being of opinion that these merchants ought 
to be employed on their giving security we agreed to employ 
them accordingly. The Seats and other merchants then appeared 
and made us another offer, that for the two thirds remaining of 
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cieht supply and that as they were not then furnished with more 
money than they had occasion for they should give bills on us 
for the payment of them. They also acknowledged the receipt 
of our further supply of treasure on the Jenny and Fort St< 
George. 

7. On the 5th March having advice the three sloops were 
fitting out at Chandernagore which carried six guns each and 
several Europeans on board, we apprehended they might attack 
our sloops in Balasore Road, therefore thought it necessary to 
arm two of our sloops sufiiciently for offence and defence by 
putting guns on board them and twelve soldiers upon each and as 
we thought it would be of great service to have those sloops 
destroyed to prevent their doing any mischief, we sent our 
Deputy Master Attendant on board one of them -with a power to 
command all the sloops in the Road with directions not to act 
offensively on this side the Braces, judging we had a legal power 
to grant such commission by His Majesty’s most gracious charter. 
The French sloops proceeded no lower than Ingellee* finding 
themselves loo weak to encounter ours who tended them and 
therefore returned back to Chandernagore. 

8. On the 12 March judging it necessary that the Princess of 
"Wales should come up before the Port as a security to her and 
an additional strength to this place the captain had orders 
accordingly. 

9. On the 16 March we wrote to the gentlemen at Fort St. 
David desiring they would supply us with 400 tons of redwood 
for the kentlege of Your Honours’ ships. 

10. On the 5th April we WTOte to Captain Isaac Worth to 
bring his ship Houghton up to town as we judged it most secure 
for her to lay before the fort. 

11. On the 2nd May we received a letter from Captain 

William Weston, commander of the Exeter, advising pf his men 
being all sick and down with scurvy and requestmg proner 
assistance to bring his ship up to town which we complied vdr: 
and sent him 30 Europeans and fifty lascars. 

12. The gentlemen at Fort St. David under date ihe 
June, having requested a supply of rice, some stores, men 
ammunition, we received the proposals of the owners cf sevicnl 
country ships for transporting them thither but on 
sideration thereof we found it most conducive to YcnrH.’ncnrv' 
interest to send the Princess of Wales on that serrrrs snn 
was accordingly ordered to be got ready. 

13. On the 7 July we received another letter ^ 
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price they bore at Cdssimbtizar. Ifi re^drd to the sorosies of 50 
dhd i*578 and 40 dhd 2 fine, they Ibrig insisted upon an advance 
ot rupee's two, 2, per piece dh account of the excessive dearness 
df silk aiid at last agre'ed to allow them 1 rupee 8 annas per piece’ 
ifio'f'e thah last yedf oh th6se' two so'Mihehts afid oh the muster 


•of ordinary soosies of 40 and 2 ah advance of 1 rupee 6 anna's per 
piece and the ser'fy^ tO rerriairi as usual. For the same reason, we 
\vere obliged to advance 1 rupee it annas on the rriusler of 
chucktaes and agreed that all tljO other sortments of goods should 
remain at the same price as last year and the list of investments 
at the A. and ihediufri price was then ordered to' be drawn out, 
which being laid before us dri the 23 June is entered after that 
day’s Consultation and a division whereof was drdered to be 
drawn out. 


42, Oh the 25 June a list of Omichuhd’s proportion of the 
ihivestmdht was brought in and is entered after that day’s Gonsul- 
tatioh; ariidUhtiftg tO rupees 8'?7038-2, the rerhaining part of the 
investment being to the amount of rupees 1754973-12, one third 
thereof to be set aside for ready money amounting to rupees 
584991-4 and the amount of the Cossajurah goods being only 
rupees 411000, We' set aside such sortrrients to make up the 
remainder as we thought most likely for the merchants to bring 
in for ready mOney. The several species are’ entered after that 
■day’s Consultation to which we beg leave to ref err Your Honours. 


43. Oh the 6th July the division of the list of investment was 
brought in and entered after that day’s Consultation; at the 
same’ time the merchants, with whom we had agreed, gave in 
their proposals of becoming security for each other in. three 
sdtts,- which we accepted of but Mr. Jackson objected against two 
of them as being persons whorh he objected to on the 16th June. 


44. O'h the 9 ditto Messrs. Jackson and Kempe delivered in a 
letter to the -Board Contaiiiing their opinions of our proceedings 
in the investment which being entered after that day’s Consulta- 
tibri,- we beg le’a’ve tb referr thereto. Mr. Jackson also beged leave 
that a minute might be made of his opinion on the security pro- 
p'bSed by the merchants on the’ 6th instant which is entered on 
the Coiisultatibh bf that day.- 

451 On the 13 ditto eight qf the old rrie’rchants offered to. under- 
take part of the inyestitient to the amount bf 360000 rupees on the 
same terms as the merchants we engaged with before and to be 



id JANUARY 1747/48 ' 


187:-' 

informing us that they were not satisfied therewith, as we thought-;; 
it proper to get them Willingly to this work, we promised them 
four months’ pay. 

17. On the 31st ditto the seamen of those two ships and (sic) ■ 
in another petition setting forth that unless they had something- 
given them in hand as privateers or ships going upon such an ’ 
account have and in case of prizes taken, an equal distribution 
of such prizes made, besides a sufficient security for their wages, 
they were all unanimous they would not fire a gun. As we . 
found these people so troublesome and encroaching in thdr - 
demands, we thought it best to order the captains to weigh their 
anchors and to proceed to Ingellee immediately and there to wait , 
our further orders. 

18. On the 5 August we consulted our Master Attendant with 
Captains West and Goring what place were best to station the - 
ships Exeter and Houghton for the service designed and agreable . 
to their opinions thereon the ships were stationed and orders . 
were sent their captains agreable thereto and they were parti- . 
cularly directed to be in Balasore Road by the 25 August, but as 
they never got there nor proceeded lower than Ingellee from 
various excuses and delays for which we are unable to account 
and therefore protested against them, copy of the protest and 
many letters that passed between them and us on this occasion 
are all entered in books apart herewith sent and to which we beg 
leave to refer Your Honours. 


19. On the 5 October Mr. Haman Agent Victualler to His 
Majesty’s squadron arrived here informing 1 : 1 s that he left the. 
Lively man of war near the Braces and that the Princess T.TT^s'i-= 
was in Madrass Road guarded by the Pearl rngn of war, so 
she could not come this way. And as the Exeter and ’R m-.f—rr 
lay at Ingellee at an expence and as it was necessary Srr 
Exeter to prepare for her voyage to Bombay, we esteemef * 
proper to recall those ships and they accordingly reimref ^ 
Rogues River. 


20. In the book of letters apart hereTrith sent Tccr 
will find entered a report of Messrs. A^on. 
by which you vdll perceive that onr sloons siaticcs: ' 

of the broken ground had mace prize of a 
sloop called the La Becqxiille which, afrer 
gentlemen at Balasore, proceeded into the 
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50. On the 26th October having sufficient in our treasury we 
advanced the merchants with whom we contracted as above ten, 
10, per cent dadney in further part of their contracts, which is 
all that we have been able to advance them as yet, 

51. On the 3rd September the Export Warehouse Keeper laid 
before us an abstract of the gurrah contract last year, and as 
no dustucks had been asked for gurrahs, due on that year’s 
ballance, we sent for the merchants and they were required to 
deliver in the gurrahs that were due from them, to which they 
replied that from the troubles in the country and the Morattas 
falling in among the gurrah aurung they could not possibly 
bring in all the gurrahs last year, but being ashamed to keep any 
of Your Honours’ money in their hands, they delivered in other 
goods to a larger amount than they had received money on 
dadney and that we are largely indebted to them on the last' 
and former years’ account, which ballances if we' would pay. 
them, they would send the money to the aurungs to provide 
gurrahs and that they were wholly unfurnished with money of 
their own to provide that article. 

52. The merchants again attending the next day we took their 
above answer into consideration and it appearing to us that the 
dadney they had received last year for gurrahs they laid out in 
goods more to their advantage, we were of opinion that they 
ought to deliver them in this year and they were told we ex- 
pected their compliance fully with that article. 

53. On the 21st November the Accomptant laid before us the 
gtirrah contract for 1742 with the ballances due from the mer- 
chants on that account, by which it appears that the sum of 
rupees 90744-9 is still outstanding and due from persons, who 
were either dead or insolvent and as there was no likelyhood of 
any more gurrahs being delivered in on their account we thought 
proper to finish this affair by placing their ballances to their 
respective securities to which end we called those merchants 
before us and demanded the principal with the interest thereon. 
They agreed to make good the principal but refused to allow 
interest, alledging the heavy loss sustained by that contract, 
occasioned by the arrival of the Morattoes immediately after that 
contract was made, which rose the price from 51-8 very con- 
siderably. They also alledged that as they made good this 
ballance for deceased and insolvent persons, they ought not to 
be charged interest thereon, as they had riot the use of the money;? 
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•4he 2nd ':September .-of migh an 'hour tand -three ..quarters -struck 
to e French ship supposed .a privateer> of 'fifty, guns an .sight^-of' 
Ihe island but'*her -treasure and packett were- saved) by/ one .of i the 
^boats' they had'dispatched .for intelligence, that'.the'.Portfieldrfrom . 
Mocha was that morning chased by the same.-,ship,'. but it proving- 
calm she was towed out of their reach by their advice boats and. 
got to Suratt, that the above ’French .ship with /another of about 
'36 guns came, in the offing, of ‘that port .-the ’26 August, /that -.they 
cruized in sight of the fort -till the .4* September, since v’when fhey- 
'have not. been seen, that the Heathcote which; sailed from -Eng- 
land with the Anson in February last parted, company from her 
the 15 April in latitude 21.49 So. is not yet arrived there nor hadl 
she: been at Mocha the 13 August when the rPortfield sailed 
.'thence; (that the Anson spoke with .the r Grantham on- the. 22 April 
in 27.43 So., that having in their advices of -the 21 August .wrote- 
us with regard to sending any of Your Honours’ ships to that 
side remarking at the same time the inconvenience they expe- 
.-rienced last year, that three of their ships not being able to. take 
in goods on the Malabar coast from the French squadron- s -being 
there, they now judge it important to acquaint us that unless a 
superior force should. come that way it would be .very hazardous 
to dispatch any of Your Honours’ ships to the Malabar coast. 

'27. ’These advices from Bombay being of ..great consequence 
.we judged it necessary to advise Commodore-: Griffin -thereof that 
he might take such measures as he should think proper thereon 
and the Boneta sloop being in- the greatest readiness, we accord- 
ingly dispatched her to him, the ’President, being .well, acquainted 
wherefo find him. 

-28. As we expected so large , a tonnage from Your Honours 
:this .year which -must necessarily fall on our hands,. as none of 
.•them could be provided for on -the. coast, .we designed sending 
; ships tExeter, Houghton and Oxford to -the Malabar coast fo -be 
•laden. home with pepper and on-, the .19th October the captains 
•were ordered to prepare -their ships, accordingly . but by the .late 
.-advices. from: Bombay it; appearing too hazardous to send. any of 
Your Honours’ ships ! to -that • coast. and the gentlemen at; St. 
rDavids • having desired a /large . supply - of rice -.to :be • sent • to -.’them 
in December and. the commodore, having. applied to, the President 
'.to i be -reinforced. by some; of Your .Honours’ ships,. of -.the largest 
,weight,of metal and-the Exeter and .Oxford being -the only. ships 
/here which .-carry nine , pounders, -f rom all- .which /considerations 
iwe-jcould notithink;-of..a-more proper naethod/pfrdisposing.pfrthpse 
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dadney. We lihen appointed Mr. 'Thomas 'Bellamy of .Gaundl 
there, in the room of Mr. Paul Ridhard ' PearJkes who we had 
appointed of Oouncil at Dacca. 

5.7. On the 7 May we received a letter .from ' Jugdea dated the 
^ .April acknowledging the receipt of ours of the 23rd March, 
promising to comply with our orders therein as near as possible, 
that the deloUs having applyed to them for advancing them 
money .as had been usual for two years past which was always 
in small oums they had acquainted them with our orders to 
advance nothing on dadney and that they had taken time to give 
their answer thereto. They also enclosed invoice and manjees’ 
receipt for two hundred and ninety 290 bundle.s and jucktates of 
cloth sent at that time. 

58. On fthe 8 June we repeived .another letter ^rom Jugdea 
.and the 28th May inclosing their , account current .for the last year 
;in which we observe that the ten thousand, 10000, .-rupees in part 
(of the <old .debts has -been duly collected, they .also -sent invoice 
and (receipts for one himdred seventeen, 117, bundles -of .cloth, 
(that the 'delolls assure them it is mot an .their power to transact 
Your Honours' husiness in .any other method -than has been.;prac- 
•tised two years before, which has heen jby , advancing money in 
small sums ,and they humbly petition this method may he 'cpnti- 
nued, otherwise -they should he .obliged to seek some '.other .pro- 
ftection. tOn the 10th following we acknowledged the re.ceipt of 
theirs ;of the i^th April jand ^the 27th May, (also .of .the .{doth.men- 
■tioned iin the dormer, in which we observed the .delolls -.co.uld -not 
carry on their business mnless they were advanced small sums 

I of -money, that as this was the case *we -must submit .thereto , -and 
directed them to .beware tp have the :goo,ds ;f or the .money .-they 
advanced, (all (Or near .all inhefore they advanced any fresh sums, 
that the President had laid 'lbrforeius.a muster-of ,gvirrahs:of 36 
sand ';2J which ;he had received hrom -thence, .the price .’marked 
thereon would tcome p.ut to . sixty twp rupees per .porge, washing 
included. ■ We -have -had it dressed here . and ifind it igood, though 
if made of a coarser thread would be better; however as it comes 
-out -cheaper than any .gurrahs -this way, .we. would have them 
•provide as many pieces as they -cotdd to -be -down this season. 

59. On the i23rd June; -we -received another ietter (from . Jugdea 
"dated the 30 April, advising‘Otmne hundred 'seventeenhundles of 

cloth sent -us hy that 'dispatch. 
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-articles on which there arises a gain and that we might be assur- 
*ed if the merchants found any goods so dear at the aurungs as 
not to yield them a profit, they will never bring them in for ready 
money and we should be thereby disappointed of what we might 
-expect. They also apprehended that should the government 
'-come to learn that we had altered our method of providing goods 
.'.and find that the merchants furnished goods with their own 
'money they would certainly make a handle thereof to fleece 
them and will put a stop to their bringing in goods till their 
■demands were satisfied, as they lately served the Dutch at 
Cossimbuzar, whose custom was always to wind off the silk in 
their factory and having provided a small part on dadney last 
“year, the government put a stop to all their business till they 
■ had paid a sum of money for this new method of acting. To this 
latter objection they were answered that for some years past they 
-had provided some fine goods viz., Cossajurahs for ready money, 
of which the government had taken no notice, to which they 
replied that what they had provided without dadney was but a 
small part in proportion to the dadney goods and that they had 
•kept it very private among themselves, from whence it might 
'-have escaped the government’s notice. The merchants were 
‘then told we expected they would comply with Your Honours’ 

• orders as near as possible and directed them to let us know what 
goods they would provide for ready money and what sortments 
>it was absolutely necessary to advance dadney upon. They 
were also told that we should have a large tonage on hand and 
-could not have the usual assistance from Madrass, that settle- 
ment being lost and that it was therefore expected that they in 
^.general and the Seats in particular should for the credit sake of 
'Your Honours exert themselves in providing the full quantity of 
-coarse goods as well as fine agreable to the list of investment to 
which they promised to give us an answer in a few days and on 
the 25th of that month they delivered us their proposals for con- 
tracting for the ensuing season, which are entered after that 
.day’s Consultation. 

33. The proposals being taken into consideration on the 27th 
'We observed that what they offered to provide for ready money 
-was but a small part of the investment and that they only offered 
vto contract for fifty thousand, 50,000, pieces of gurrahs whereas 
-we thought they might provide one hundred thousand, 100,000, 
ibesides what is due on last year’s ballance and that many more 
•-articles of the fine sortments may be provided for ready money. 
^ 0 . therefore drew out proposals such as we thought most proper 
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will admit of, that they shall shortly make another dispatch of 
•cloth and hope that we would supply them shortly with treasure 

they had not then above five thousand, 5000, rupees in cash. 

64. On the 12th March we received a letter from the Chief 
.and Council at Dacca dated 4th of that month, advising that they 
'had dispatched to us forty three, 43, bales and a bundle of 
musters and inclosed invoice of thirty, 30, bales, the other 
thirteen, 13, bales being part of that invoice of the 3 February, 
.and what were returned thither to be dressed, the boats they 
were dispatched on having been oversett in a storm,, as they 
advised us under date the 6th February, that as the time is near 
. for Futtichund's House and other shroffs demanding the interest 
due on the money borrowed of them, and as they have no money 
to pay off the same, desired our directions how to act when the 
vvdemands should be made. 


65. On the 16 March we wrote to Dacca and sent them by 
‘ Charles sloop seven chests of treasure, fifteen, 15, bales of doreas 
..and three, 3, bales of hummums for flowering and on the 19th 
following, we acknowledged the receipt of theirs of the 4th of 
that month and directed that should the shroffs demand the 

-amount of their notes they must endeavour to renew them, till 
we could supply them with money sufficient to pay them off; at 
•vthe same time forwarded to them the list of investment received 
■per Princess of Wales, directing them to comply with Your 
•.Honours’ orders relating thereto. 

66. On the 30 March we received another letter from Dacca 
aimder date of the 20th that month, acknowledging the receipt of 
..the list of investment, which they should endeavour to comply 
'With as near as possible, that unless they were supplied with 
-more money they should be able to do little or nothing, that 
- .-they should not advance any money on dadney, till they received 

our orders, but without advancing puttun it would be impossible 
?.to provide any of .the: fine goods and desired us to send them 
an ample supply of treasure. On the same day we .replied 
thereto and observed the situation they were in for money and 
'promised them a supply as soon as we could get any, directing 
' 'them to keep as near as possible to. Your Honoxirs’ new orders 
• and to advance no more money at . a time than was absolutely 
..^necessary' for getting. in your goods. • : 
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pieces of the above^ quantity to be’ -reckoned therein and to con- 
tract for. the remainder on dadney as usual-,, that is to.ha've 85 per 
■cent on the- mediuni’ prieei 30 per cent to be ad'vanced them in 
ready money on contracting and the- remaining. 55 per cent to 
be paid them by the 1st August following or interest notes, to be 
then- given them- to that amount. As in Consultation of the 9th 
we had determined to receive offers for goods to be provided for 
ready money from any substantial merchants who would contract 
■for to’ deliver them in, we again agreed to wait some time to. try 
if any merchants would offer themselves on the terms proposed. 

36’. We accordingly waited till the 25th May when the mer- 
chants being called upon their final answer was required on what 
■terms they would or could carry on the investment, they declared 
on no' other terms than the following: that they woxild provide 
•50,000 pieces of gurrahs upon dadney, that one fourth part of the 
investment including all the Cossajura goods they would pro- 
vide’ for ready money, the rest on dadney, on which eighty five 
per cent to' be advanced as last year. That is sixty per cent first 
and 25 per cent afterwards and that they could not undertake 
it upon any other terms. 

37. Oil the 28th we took this their final answer into considera- 
“tion and observing from thence that they were obstinate and 
refused coming to- our terms, we agreed to use oUr endeavours to 
•engage some other merchants to contract on better. 

38. On the 8 June Omichund proposed to undertake one third 
of Youf honours’ investment in equal proportion for ready 
money to be paid him as the goods were prized and at the same 
price agreed for with other merchants and a third of 50,000 pieces 
•of gurrahs besides Which to deliver in a piece, of gurrahs' for 
-every piece of Cossajurah goods and to have interest allowed him 
on this last sortment from the 1 January till paid for and on all 
the other goods from the first July, requiring also to be excused 
the deduction 12a. 6. [?] for brokerage as Your Honours were to 
Tun no risque of your money. Upon which we agreed to take his 
proposal into consideration, the next time we met and accord- 
ingly on the 10th we debated thereon and were, all of opinion it 
•should be agreed to except Mr. Jackson who said as on one hand 
he would ba far from depressing, any of our merchants, so on the 
•other he thought it imprudent to lift up any particular one too 
high and the flinging d whole third of the investment into one 
man’s hands seemed a ready step towards it; It has never been 
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\vi;Qte ,tp gentlemen at .ppS5iim,t>,uzar ,to,jp.rqqure ,an qr^er on 
J.ugu^lseat’s IJpuse tp .supply .them .wi,th ,a lack , of rupees. .Qp t!^e 
,^th .Jply ,we \yxq\c to them .t,hat .\ye .were sorry ,tp say l^e 
-gentlemen at .Cossimbuzar ;l,'\ad pot ,bcpn able to succeed ,in 
getting .them pny rcmit,l,an.ce from Jugutseat’s House that there- 
fore ,they niust .endeavour <to .carry ion , their investment with 
what money they may be able to borrow at Dacca till we were 
.in cash to supply tlippi from .hence. 

71. On .the .27th and 30th pf July we received two letters 
from Dacca .under date the 16 .and 25 of the same month com- 
plaining that, if .money be not soon sent them, they should -be 
able to make but a small investment and have no puttun goods 
and that they qould take up no money there or at least under 
Uyelve, 12. per cep.t which, if we approved of giving, they would, 
.try what sums could be had. that the creditors of Mr. Smith 
.deceased .had put peons on Mr. Pearkes who acts for the executor 
^and . prevents his sending down the goods, belonging to the 
cjeceased, that Mr. Pearkes had petitioned them to interfere in 
the Conipany-s name but they were assured should they do so, 
the creditors would immediately come upon the Company and 
the Durbar would stand by them. 


72. , On -the llst .Avjgust we acknowledged the receipt .of theiiS' 
,.pf ,the nth, J5th and 26th .ultimo and .that ,we had .again wrote 
4 to the .gentlemen at .Cpssimbpzar to. endeavour .to get .them money 
#om.J.ugguts.eat’s House. gnd, hoped they would be able to^succeed 
.for that we -had .pot rponey -tP ;Send .them ,from .hence, .that .we 
..obseip^ed .the ;aRplicnti.pn .rnajle ,to them .by .Mr. .Pearkes, as 
^Mr. .-Smith ,by his .^1 .pjgh.agem.ent ;in .borrowing .more .^than he 
..was .able -to ,pay .had .greatly .abused . Xqur .Honours’ .indulgence 
{gnd -thereby fprefeited. your .prpteption, .wp .could npt .approve- 
...of -their , interfering ip .any .mapper fthat may tend to a Durbar 
..dispute ..or su]33eQt .the .Company .to .the ^payment. pf .his .debtSr 
but ithat .as .we ..are inf ormed..P4r., Smith’s banyan® had a: 

security for the money -his master borro.wed, ,w® 
should oblige him to make good such debts in a manner that may 
/Cause .noJurther itrouble tthernin. 


, ;73..-;Qn,the. ,3,Qth,qf jthis.month. .lett.er,from' 

Dacca, ed ,th^e .23.rd. pf ,tiiat,mpntij, adyisipg. of -.their, Ijpying ,re- 

..^peiyed jp ,le,tter';frq|n ,the,.,geptiemep * 

-i^Rtlse fpr viyenty,.flve^ibqusaa^,.^,OgO,.,$ica^^ 
rjRupeea.^y^ichT^as.-jall. they.pqpl^^ plWsiP .frpm.the. l^f^utbljr^.^' 
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the investment they would undertake them on condition of 
having 50 per cent paid them within the month of August and 
the remaining 35 per cent to be paid them on delivering in goods 
to the amount of the 50 per cent, but the Cossajurah goods they 
desired to be dadney; in case they were not so far favoured that 
they would then provide the Cossajurah goods for ready money, 
that for every piece of Cossajurah goods they would give one 
piece of gurrahs, but those gurrahs to be dadney. The Cossa- 
jurah cloth and gurrahs to be made a separate head of, but if 
there are any new men introduced into the dadney they would 
do no business at all. 

41. On the 18 the Seats and other merchants werdligain sent 
for and asked if they would agree to the proposal made them on 
the 15th and directed to give their final answer. They replied 
that they abided by their answer given us on the 16th upon 
which the majority were of opinion that as they obstinately 
denyed contracting with us, unless upon their own terms and 
impertinently refused to let us employ any other merchants, that 
we should look out for such as would contract conformable to the 
proposals already agreed to; Messrs. Jackson and Kempe being 
of another opinion it is minuted on that day’s Consultation, to 
which we beg leave to refer. The musters being brought in the 
same day, we proceeded to make a price thereon with such mer- 
chants as we had already agreed to employ and accordingly pro- 
posed to them the lowering the prices of the several musters to 
which they replied it was impossible for them to lower anything 
as the price of cotton was so high, workmen so scarce and times 
so bad and that some articles must be raised as they could not 
perform them viz., gurrahs, soosies® and chucktaes. The two 
latter articles being silken goods and the price of silk being so 
extravagantly raised they would be excessive thin and the 
fabrick spoiled unless there be an advance allowed on them. 
We agreed to take this into consideration and to finish the prices 
the next day, when we went upon this affair. The merchants 
insisted upon raising the gurrahs of 36 and 2\ to 82 rupees per 
corge assuring us it must be done if we expected them to be 
good and to have the full quantity, cotton being so very high 
and rice so dear the aurungs where the gurrahs are made. After 
using our utmost endeavours to contract for this sortment at a 
lower rate than what they demanded, we found it impracticable, 
as they declared if we lowered anything from that price that 
these goods would be worse in short and as our last year’s 
gurrahs were excessive thin and the fabrick near spoilt, we there- 
fore complyed therewith, having been already informed of the 
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took into consideration Your Honours* orders per Princess of, 
Wales in relation to that factory and were unanimously of opinion- 
it would be absolutely necessary to keep your servants at that- 
factory for this year at least, in order to get all the petre we- 
could from thence and to procure the piece-goods ordered, which, 
we apprehend could not be provided there this season by any. 
other means and also to try if the Government would do Your 
Honours justice with Deepchund and others who owe money on 
ballances. And as in the 23rd paragraph of your above mentioned 
orders Your Honoure appear satisfied to purchase saltpetre in 
company with the Dutch in order to lower the price, we thought 
it would be proper to pursue that method provided they would 
suffer us to furnish the petre in Patna this year in our turn, 
that we may not be deceived by them as last year. As the 
gentlemen at Patna formerly wrote for bullion to be sent themr 
we then agreed to send ten chests thither; the same day we- 
wrote to the gentlemen at Patna informing them of these our 
resolutions and sent them a list of goods to be provided for the- 
ensuing season and directed them to inform us what woollen- 
goods, copper and other articles they could dispose of there to- 
be sent them at a proper time, but as we had not received their 
answer to our orders about contracting for saltpetre sent them- 
under date the 8th January, we were in hopes they had been- 
able to come to such an agreement as we then directed; however 
as we were in want of a large and early provision of petre for 
the expected tonage and as the season was far gone and would 
not admit of writing to and fro upon this head, we should leave- 
it to them to act in the best manner they could for procuring’ 
as large a supply of that article as would be in their power an(f 
directed them immediately to set about that work and recom- 
mended it to them to purchase in company with the Dutch, that 
we should desire the Directore and Council of Hughley to do- 
the same -with their Chief and Council and permitted them to 
appoint such person their vacqueel as they should judge most 
proper and directed them to acquaint the country Government, 
that one inducement for our not withdrawing Your Honours’ 
factory there was in hopes they would do you justice -with* 
Deepchund and others who owe money on ballances and that 
in case they refused us assistance herein we should absolutely, 
•withdraw it next year. 


79. On the 14 March we received a letter from Mr. Barwell 
Chief etc. Council at Patna dated the 2nd of that month -whichi 
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joined in security with each other. Their names and sums they 
offer to engage for are entered upon the face of that day’s .Gon~ 
sultation. 'Being asked how they came to be so obstinate before 
and to give siich an improper answer to the Board they desirpd 
us to excuse it as they only sought their own advantage as 
merchants. In consideration of their repenting of their obsti- 
nacy and offering to provide goods on the same terms as the other 
merchants we agreed to accept of their proposals and a division 
of the goods among them was ordered to be drawn out. 

46. Qp. the Ij^th ditto the diyision of the list of gopds tp be 
provided by thp merchants was accordingly brpuglit in and is 
entered after tha}: day’s Ppi>sultatiop,. 

.47. On the 6th July having some bullion lyinjg in our godowns . 
we offered it to our ’ merchants as part of their dadney at the 
san^e rate as Juggutseat’s House® allows, which they accepting of 
we agreed to advance them 15 per cent and on the 10 ditto the 
security bonds, with their receipts for the same, were laid before 
the Board. On the 20 July we agreed to advance in the same 
proportion to the last contracting merchants in bullion and their 
security bonds and receipts for the money were duely brought in 
^s wer.e also alj their teeps. 

48. On the 15 August the President delivered in a letter to 
the Bpard animadverting on the proceedings in making this 
year’s investment in order to obviate any ill impressions which 
the several objections made by Messieurs JaclKoh and Kempe in 
relation thereto might occasion if not answered and proper 
reasons giyen fpr the method taken in this material branch of 
■Your Honpurs’ affairs. This letter is entered after that day’s 
CoiKuitatipn and we beg leave tp refer "Your Honours thereto. 

49. On thp 21st September the "Warehouse Keeper cpmpared 
"Ypur Hpnours’ orders abput the investment per Oxford with those 
received per ship Princess of Wales and there being some altera- 
tions therein wp (^irepted him to lay the same before us which 
he accgrchngly did pn the 6fh dctolDer when the merchants were 
sent for qn^ ' acquainted therewith. They prohiised us they 
\ypuld write to their gprnastahs to forbid tfiem providing any 
more of thqse sprtments that yj^pre diminished iii’ this new list 
and that thpy wpuld bring in as many of the goods, whose 
qu^titys was increased, as t^ey pops(bly cpuld, ^ut tiU 'wie 
advanced them more money, they shpuld not liaye it in their 
power to .pp'sdde tjiem. 
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Galoutta upon' thd ternlB v?(i iWcnttoncd and upon llicrbest onquiiy 
th'ey coPld' iWakd they beli'ov6 tlvat any att'cmpt of theirs fot that 
•end would prove vain and fruitless. 


83. Oh the 30th March- the Dutch deputies Messrs. BisdoiA and 
.D’arnaud returned and brought us a letter from the Dircctore and 
Council at Hugliley dated the 8th April N.S. with the article 
• enclosed which being extracted in that day’s Consultation, we 
shall trouble Your Plonours with the principal points insisted on, 
which are,, to have tho contract made fOi‘ four years at least, 
that Mr. Harwell should not have tho providing of petre this 
year, but that business Should rest in their Chief Mr. Drabbe, 
that in case we agreed to the above propositions, that they were 
willing to give us our full quantity of petre provided by 
Mr. Drabbe Idst yoat* and also of the petre bought by them at 
Hughley. Having taken this letter into consideration, Your 
Hoh'ours A^'iir pCrCeive our preiCoddings with tiie Dutch deputys 
thereon, upon the face of that day’s Consultation and they 
having Withdrawn the objection to Mr. Bafwell’s having the pro- 
vision of petre in’ his turn and W'e judging it proper to agree with 
th'em to- make the Contract for four ye’ars, as it might be a means’ 
to’ reduce the price of petre, we drew up a sett of articles for 
the contract and that day returned an answer bj^ the hand of 
the deputys as entered upon that Consultation to which we beg 
leave to feferr. 


84; The next day we wrote to our gentlemen at Patna and 
informed them of the agreement we had come to with the Dutch 
and directed them to forbear the provision of petre for this 
-Reason and to give Mr. Drabbe all the assistance in' their power 
- for carrying on that business. 


85. On the 1st April the articles of our contract with the 
Dutch being read- and approved Messrs. Kempe and Eyre were 
■deputed to carry them- to Hughley and. to . receive the Dutch- 
articles in return. At the same time we wrote to the Direefore 
and Council at Hughley to send express orders to their Chief at 
'Rstha- 16 provide large a (Quantity of petre as was procurable 
this’ season and fhat” they would inform our deputies at- what' 
•ame We" -wete to hhve the saltpetre they are- to' deliver us in 
'Hughley and the price' it stands them' inv 
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■Upon this we agreed to accept of the principal and refer the 
interest to Your Honours’ consideration, the merchants having 
we are well assured been great sufferers by this contract. 

54. The same day we took into consideration the gurrah con- 
tracts for the year 1745 by which it appears the 30 April 1746 
there was due on that contract rupees 142350-12-6 upon which 
:sum we charged them an allowance of interest 5 per cent; on the 
30 April 1747 there appeared a ballance on that contract of 
Tupees 65915-7-9 which we thought proper to settle to prevent 
confusion in our books by charging interest thereon for one year 
to the 30 April last. 

55. On the 3rd March the gentlemen at Jugdea having wrote 
•for money to carry on that investment, we took into considera- 
tion Your Honours’ commands per Marlborough in relation to 
•that factory and were unanimously of opinion that it was most 
for Your Honours’ interest for those gentlemen to remain there 
and provide goods without advancing money, as were very cer- 
tain we could not purchase those goods in Calcutta but at a much 
"higher price than they are now provided and that we could be at 
no certainty of having the sortments directed. The list of invest- 
ment was therefore ordered to be drawn out, and as the gentle- 
men of Dacca had also ■wrote for a supply of treasure and none 
but Sicca Rupees being procurable here, we agreed to send 60,000 
Sicca Rupees to Dacca, with orders to send forty thousand 
'Current Rupees, 40000, to Jugdea if to be had, otherwise such 
rupees to that amount as were most proper and keep the remain- 
•der for their own occasions. At the same we advised the gentle- 
men at Jugdea of these our resolutions, sent them the list of 
investment and ordered them to begin and provide goods for 
ready money, expressly forbidding them the advancing any on 
-dadney. At the same time, we sent the list of investment to 
Dacca directing them to comply therewith as near as possible by 
•purchasing goods for ready money, as we waited Your Honours’ 
•further orders to what amount might be advanced on dadney at 
their settlement which they must till then forbear to do. 

• 56. On the 21st March we received a letter from Jugdea under 
'date the 14th February advising of their then sending by -boat 
175 one hundred and seventy five bundles of baftaes. On the 
•:23rd following we acknowledged, the receipt of the abovQ letter 
:^ind sefit;tbem- a-new.list.of inves'tment per Princess of "W^es, and 
•again directed them to provide .their goods •syithoj\t:a4vMcing 
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into consideration as will appear by the said Consultation where- 
Iheir different opinions thereon are recited and agreable to the- 
sentiments of the majority, it was concluded to. close with 
Omichund’s proposal immediately. He signed his.teep in Council 
accordingly, the 3rd of that month, that they gave him on his- 
request one hundred and one, 101 rupees to bind the. bargain 
and also a letter 'to the Nabob and Hajee Hamet^ which 
he desired, that they have continued Narsing vacqueel of their* 
factory and shall advise us after due enquiry what broad cloth, 
etc. may be disposed of there. 

■ 89. Having taken the above letter into consideration, we* 

thought; proper to direct the Directore and Council at Hughly 
of this contract to know if they approved thereof and to offer* 
them the teep, which we would direct to be delivered Mr. Drabbe 
if they consent thereto which we doubted not of, as a large- 
quantity of petre is thereby secured at the price they were will- 
ing to give when their deputys were here. 

90. On the 22nd of that month we received- an answer from, 
the Directore and Council of Hughly shewing their satisfaction 
that the contract was made upon very advantageous conditions'- 
which they entirely approve of and shall order 'their Chief in 
Patna to receive Deepchand’s teep, whenever Mr. Barwell offers* 
it. 

91. The same day we "wrote to our Chief and Council at Patna, 
acknowledging the receipt of theirs of the 4th of ditto, that "we- 
approved of the contract made with Omichund Deepchund as 
we had left, it to them to act m the best manner they could for 
the provision of petre, of which they knew we were in great 
waht'and as no. money was advanced into those people’s hands- 
though, from their former ill behaviour, Mr. Barwell had just* 
reason to doubt their performance and we wished they cotild 
have brought them to settle their own accoimts, before they 
entered into this new contract, which the hopes of selling their* 
petre and being employed hereafter might have induced them to. 
We directed them to deliver Omichund Deepchund’s teep to- 
Mr. Drabbe in order to have the petre added to the provision he 
is already making, that having. sent our bullion to Cossimbuiar, 
we ordered ten, 10, chests to be reserved for their use and the- 
gentlemen ordered to send it them as soon as they write for it,, 
but it would be mpre for Your Honours’ interest if they could 
-borrow money at Patna as. we are in great want of money for 
Pur investnient here as at all the subordinates. 
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50. O.n the 24t:h J.uly we rec.ejye.<J .a letter frpm Jngdea Under 
date 'the 4th of ithat. month Inclosing jlnyoice and manjee’s receipt . 
for fifty .thi'ee .53 .bundles lof .cloth, dispatched from -thence the • 
18 June, that the superfine hummums mentioned in that invoice • 
they could not send .directly to Dacca, without putting the d.eloUs 
to ,an expence p£ ten thousand, 10,0.00, rupees as ,by contract .with 
the .Government not.to .provide cloth at;an inland markett ihoye- 
three rupees per piece; they .also acknowledged to have received 
from Dacca factoiy a supply .of forty thousand, 40,000 Ar.cptt. 
•Rupees, before .the receipt of which the ballance in their hands 
was not above four thousand, 4000 rupees. At the same time 
we received another letter, of the 7;th July, .acknowledging .the 
receipt of ours of the 10th June, that they should pay strict obe- 
dience to the directions and orders contained therein, that they 
had advanced two thousand, .2000 rppees fpr gurrah to.be made of 
a coarser and rounder thread, that should Ypur Honours’ ships 
arrive in time to supply them with money, they should be able 
to provide twenty five thousand, 25000, pieces of that sortment 
iUnd to make an . increase in the article of baftaes (to make an 
■investment to the amount .of 500000 .fiye hundred .thousand 
;rupees, .therefore hope .to be favoure.d as soon as [Conveniently we 
. .ca.n, with .a lack or a lack and a half of -rupees. 

(61. «Pn the ,28th .August w’e .acknowledged the jreceipt of itheir 
.letters of the 18 June, 4 and .7 July .and that >the cloth -therein 
mentioned iwas .sa.fe nrnived and -then idire.cted them to send -the 
•remainder pfithe superfine hummums as .spon as possible, -that .we 
were glad to observe the large .quantity -of .cloth they cpuld pi^o- 
vide this year and that we should supply them with money as 
soon as we were able, but till the Europe ships .arrived it was not 
in our power. 

. i62. fOn -the Srd '(November -we treoeived another letter from . 
.Jugdea -.under date the 6th 'October advising .that they -will -send 
-US the remainder of the hummums, as^soon as possible, ithat -they 
•have .been greatly .-disappointed in getting .in this -sortment, 
.account' the 'large increase (Of rthis year’s .orders. .'They nlso In-- 
'.closed invoice and -.receipts of .pne . hundred thirty .nine, 0.89,. 
•bundles of -.cloth -dispatched the-'SOth-'Septenaber. 

•68. lOn ithe ■.22nd .ditto 'wecreceived anqther letter from Jugdea 
.datad.<the 6th of month, .acknowledging the areceipt.-of the list of" 
. -investment ^pe^■. (Oxford (which, '.when .they receive .-a 'tfuiither- 
supply, shall be complied .with jas.th.e; (remainder- .of- jihe season. 
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96. On the 19th we wrote to the Directore and Council . at 
Hughley that we were apprehensive the contract lately made at 
Patna with Omichund Deepchund would not be complyed with 
unless that Mr. Drabbe removed the impediments he laid in their 
way at the Durbar. We therefore desired them to give orders 
immediately to that gentleman not only to remove that im- 
pediment, but also to get an order from the government for their 
providing petre on our joint account and when he has obtained 
•one, to get a writing from Omichund Deepchund signifying the 
receipt of such order and then we doubted not their complying 
with the contract. 

97. On the same day we wrote to our gentlemen at Patna 
and acknowledged the receipt of their letters of the 22nd and 
■29th of April that we observed what passed between them and 
the Dutch Chief and approved of their resolution not to infringe 
the teep made with Omichund Deepchund, that we had informed 
the gentlemen of Hughley of their proceedings with Mr. Drabbe 
and desired them to direct Mr. Drabbe to get an order on the 
government for Deepchund’s procuring petre on our joint 
account. 

98. On the 21st the above letter to Patna being wrote fair 
and brought to be signed, Mr. Jackson proposed a paragraph to 
be added, which is entered in next day’s Consultation, together 
with our several opinions thereon to which we beg leave to 
xeferr; the majority of the Board being against the addition it 
was omitted. 

99. On the 22nd May, the petre that we were to receive from 
the Dutch, being begun to be weighed off and we having money 
in our treasury we sent Mr. William Frankland to Hughly with 
one hundred forty thousand, 140000 Sicca Rupees to be brought 
to our account for petre. At the same time we wrote to the 
Directore and Council desiring them to receive it and the re- 
mainder should be sent them when they made up our account. 

100. On the 25th we received a letter from the Directore and 
Council of Hughley dated the 3rd June N.S. advising that they 
should enjoin Mr. Drabbe not to hinder Deepchund in the pur- 
chase of petre, as far as it would be necessary for his complying 
with his contract with us for fifty thousand, 50000 maunds, but; 
as for getting him an order for permitting the purchase of petre, ^ 
they would not only think it unnecessary, but' even dangerous' 
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67. On the 11 April having laden six chests of treasure and a 
.’bundle of velvets on the Cloe sloop for Dacca factory, we en- 
closed them invoice thereof and advised them of the death of 
.Mr. John Smith who departed this life the ' 4th of this month, 
that we had appointed Messieurs Paul Richard Pearkes and 
.Edward Eyre third and fourth of Council at their factory. 

68. On the 25 April we received another letter from Dacca 
.dated the 13th of that month, acknowledging the receipt of ours 
of the 19 and 31 ultimo and of the arrival of the treasure and 
piece-goods sent there on the Charles sloop, but that they were 
■to acquaint us, on the arrival of the money, the Seats’ gomastah 
made an absolute demand of the interest on the sums due to 
them and apprehending great inconvenience in not complying 
with this demand they deferred sending the forty thousand 
-rupees to Jugdea till our answer thereto arrived. The same 
.day we replied thereto and allowed them to pay ofE the Seats 
with the money already arrived and that having dispatched to 
• them 60000 sixty thousand rupees on the 11th instant we directed 
them to supply Jugdea as soon as that money arrived at their 
factory, 

69. On the 7th May we received a letter from Dacca, 
'.acknowledging the receipt of ours of the 25th April and they 
.should obey our orders in paying the Seats and supplying Jugdea 
factory, that several claims being made on the estate of 
. Mr. John Smith deceased by the shroffs and others there to the 

amount of twenty thousand, 20000 rupees, they advised us there- 
~of to take proper measures to prevent the Company being 
.sufferers and inclosed a list of the demands. On the 16th we 
replyed thereto and directed that in regard to the claims made 
. ..on Mr. Smith deceased, the shroffs etc, must be told they must 
. make their demands on the executor and that they must by no 
means admit of any claims being made on the Company for 
his private debts, that they are to take the properest measures to 
..obviate any such demand on that factory. 

70. On the 24th June we received a letter from Dacca, dated 
the 13th of that month, advising that they would do all in their 

' ;power to obviate any demand on their factory, account Mr. Smith, 
" and entreated earnestly for a supply of treasure, otherwise it 
would be impossible to send down any goods this season as they 
' -cbuld got no money there. On the 1 July we -acknowledged the 
•7 receipt of the above letter, that as we were hot in cash, we had 
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letter to them from the Dutch Chief arid their answer thereto, . 
which being entered after our Consultation of the 1st June we 
beg leave to refer Your Honours thereto. 

105. The same day we received a letter from the Directore 
and Council at Hughley dated the 8th June H.S. acknowledging 
the receipt of ours of the 23 May and the one hundred forty 
thousand, 140000 rupees sent them by Mr. William Frankland. 

106. On the 1st June we received another letter from the 
Dutch Directore and Council at Hughley dated 11 June N.S. 
advising that on receipt of ours of the 25th May they resolved 
to renovate their orders to their gentlemen at Patna, not to 
hinder Omichund Deepchund in the purchasing saltpetre as far 
as would be necessary for complying with their contract, but on 
the moment they were dispatching that order they received a 
letter from their Chief importing a conference between him and 
Muccomsing, Omichund Deepchund’s gomastah, about the 
permission from the government and their saltpetre teep, the 
particulars being extracted fully on that day’s we beg leave to 
refer to, from whence they thought that those people never 
intended to comply with their contracts, and were only seeking 
evasions that they might say hereafter it was no fault .of theirs 
if their contract was not fully complied with and therefore 
-desire we would send orders to Mr. Barwell to assist their 
Chief in obliging Omichund Deepchund to comply with their 
contract or at least to deliver them all the petre they may have 
purchased, that Mr, Drabbe in the same letter advises that their 
assammies will take no more money on saltpetre unless he 
agreed to give them three rupees eight annas per maxmd, being 
the price Deepchund contracted for, which Mr. Drabbe refused, 
upon which they desired to know if we thought it convenient to 
grant the assammies the price they ask, though perhaps the 
quantity be not much enlarged thereby or to be satisfied with as 
much as the money amounts to which has been advanced them 
before. 

107. On the 2nd June we received a letter from Omichund 
■Deepchund setting forth that they would not transact any 
business with the Dutch as they had made the contract with our 
gentlemen and calling on us to procure the order from the 
.government agreable to their contract and declaring us 
answerable for any losses they might sustain in case we do not 
perform our part of the agreement. The translate of the letter 
is entered after that day’s Consultation. 
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.tliat tins' srtidll woufd’ b’6' of vety little' use' tb’waYd^- pr’ovid- 

ing their ifive’sfme'U’f aiid' fKat if sdtrte great e¥ su^J^iys- d'an'hdt' Be 
tlVdih' vety shWtly, they ha'd ' Btif little hdpeS- of |)rdcMifing 
•ohe as' thd seasdh' was so fat advanced arid rid' rhoririy to- Be gotj 
that they had acqnairited Idf. Sfriith’s’ ctadifdts' v^ith duf order's- 
that the Cdiri^iariy were nd waya dondefri’ed' iri' his dhbfs,- they 
b'eirig of a ^rn>ate' riafUrd, that they had efiquifed arid fdUrid 
IVff. Siriith’s bhriiari wa's ri’dt security for fiiis deh'ts; 


74’. On the 23'fd September under date' the 15th 6f that 
iridnth, we received aridfhet letter' advismg- that iri- a’- few days 
they should seri’d us's'orfie Bales arid thaf-cduld riioney be' supplied 
theiri, they did doubt riot' stflX, though' the season was so far ad- 
vanced, they should Be able to serid down three hundred, 300 
bales. 


75. On the 25th September we acknowledged the receipt of 
theirs of the 13th. 20th. 23th and 25th ultimo and 15th- instant, 
.advising that Your Honours’ ship Oxford had brought us a small 
:supply of bullion which the currency of our own business and 
that at Cossimbuzar required, that we were in hopes of a further 
.supply soon, when we shall do our utiriost in aid of their 
inves'tmerit. 

76. On the 22nd November we received another letter from 
Dacca dated the 15th of that month, representing their inabilitys 
to proceed in their investment, not having where with all to 
'defray their monthly expences, no one being willing to lend them 
-one rupee as the Company’s ships were not arrived with 
treasure. 

'77. On the 3rd March we wrote to the Chief arid GOuricil at- 
fatria and acknowledged the receipt of their letter's of the 10th 
•Januafy and 15 February arid observed tBat they would e'riquire 
if any saltpetre could be cdntracte'd for "with security there' tO Be' 
•delivered iri Calcutta, the mbney to Be paid on delivery arid that' 
they would advise Us thereof. We dife'cted the'rri to p'effOfiri this 
.as soori as possible, as we waited their answer with the utniOst 
iiripatierice, that in c'aSe they should fail of conftactirig iri that 
maririer we might purchase it here. 


78. On the 12 of March judging it essentially necessary to 
•come to a speedy resolution about Patna factory and the pro- 
■visiori of petre there -we a^eed.to riieet the next day to take that 
.-affair into ffiatU'fe cori'sidefation. Acco'fdirigly ofi the 13th' -we' 
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enclosed them letters from the President to Zeind Hamet Cawn 
and Kajee 'Hamet and copys thereof for their observation and 
directions, when they received the teep from Mr. Drabbe, to 
deliver them if they judged they would be of use towards- 
obtaining the order for Omichund Deepchund’s providing petre^ 

111. On the 8th June we received a letter from our gentle- 
men at Patna under date the 24th May, setting forth the- 
embarrassments the Dutch Chief laboured under with Omichund’ 
Deepchund’s teep and as they could not perceive it to be in their 
power to extricate him from them, they desired us to favoiur 
them with our directions thereon, in reply to which we referred- 
them to our letter of the 6th. 

112. On the 17th June we received a letter from Mr. Richard 
Court at Hughley dated the 15th that in lading the boats, one of 
them had the misfortune to start a plank as she was lading which 
damaged fifty nine, 59, bags in such a manner that he was afraid 
there would not be a third of it left when it was dry. 

113. On the 19th Mr. Richard Court being returned front 
Hughley delivered us a letter from the Directore and Council 
there dated the 28th June N.S. advising of their having weighed" 
off to Mr. Court eleven thousand, two hundred, nineteen bags^ 
11219, being the half of the quantity purchased from Coja 
Wazeed the account of which shoixld be made up and sent us, that 
they had ordered their gentlemen at Patna to deliver four 
thousand, five hundred fifty eight, 4558, maunds of petre, our 
portion of last year’s purchase in Patna to Mr. Barwell on the- 
first division that -was to be made. 

114. On the 25th June we received a letter from oxm Chief 
and Council at Patna dated the 10 ditto owning the receipt of ours- 
of 12 and 19 May, referring to their letters of the. 14, 18 and 24 
May for what had passed between them and the Dutch, relating 
to Deepchxmd’s teep, from whence we might from a judgment 
how that matter stands and according to our directions they 
neither had nor should infringe it, that they inclosed sent their 
indent for woollen goods etc. in which they did not insert an 3 r 
bullion, .on leaving it to us to send them what quantity we- 
thought proper or none as we thought agreable to the circum- 
stances of that factory. 
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containing only a conversation between Mr. Barwell and’. 
Mr. Drabbe about the petre is extracted in the Consultation of 
the 16. 

80. On the same day we wrote to the Directore and Council at. 
Hughley informing them of that conversation, by which it 
appeared that the reasons they gave for refusing us our share - 
of petre purchased the last year at Patna as well as our propor- 
tion of Deepchund’s petre at Hughley was palpably invalid and-' 
our right thereto manifest, that having recommended it to our 
Chief and Council at Patna to make a provision of petre for the-' 
ensuing season and to perform that business in conjunction with- 
their Chief there, we hoped they would approve of this method" 
and desired them to send the same orders. 

81. On the 24th March Messrs. Bisdom^ and D’amaud two • 
gentlemen of Council at Hughley arrived and delivered us a. 
letter from the Directore and Council dated 2nd April N.S. 
setting forth that the conversation Mr. Barewell mentions to • 
have had with Mr. Drabbe is so difiEerent from Mr. Drabbe’s- 
manner of telling it, who offered to take his oath upon what he 
has already alleged, that they can’t but think him in the right 
and their refusing us saltpetre valid, yet as they are desirous to • 
prevent the raising of the price of saltpetre they are ready to - 
agree to any reasonable terms for framing a new contract and’ 
therefore depute the above mentioned gentlemen to conferr with 
us hereon, in case we should desist from our proposals of having 
the provision done by Mr. Barwell, which they caimot consent 
to, as well because their Chief has advanced a lack of rupees on-, 
petre, as for other solid reasons. The Dutch deputies then pro- - 
posed some articles in order to form a contract for the provision 
of petre for both Companys the next season which are entered'-' 
after that day’s Consultation and having taken them into con- 
sideration, such alterations as we thought proper to make therein, 
we delivered to the deputys and are likewise entered after that 
day’s Consultation; we also wrote to the Directore and Council 
of Hughley informing them of these our alterations and hoped' 
they would approve thereof, that we might make a contract for' 
the provision of petre on equal terms. 

82. On the 20 March we received a letter from our Chief and’’ 
Council at Patna dated 13th ditto advising that the present' 
situation of that factory was such as would not admit of the- 
contracting for saltpetre with any security to be delivered in •• 
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119. The same day we received another letter from our Chief 
and Council at Palna dated the 29th June advising of the Dutch 
Chief’s application to them, for twenty five thousand 25000 
rupees more to carry on the petre business which sum they 
accomplished by borrowing to pay him, but finding whenever 
they want money on a particular pinch, some rubs and difiicultys 
thrown in their way they desired us to send them thirty or forty 
thousand. 30 or 40000 rupees. 

120. On the 20 July we wrote to the Directorfe and Council 
at Hughley advising them of what our gentlemen of Patna wrote 
us under date the 26th June, that in regard to what they desired 
in theirs of tlie 8th July N.S. we are at a loss to know what 
method could be taken to oblige Omichund Deepchund to a per- 
formance of their contracts as no permission from the govern- 
ment for their purchasing petre could be obtained, which might 
be in a great measure attributed to the dilatoriness of their Chief, 
to convince them whereof we remarked that under date the 
15th May O.S. their teep was delivered and yet the licence was 
not attempted to be obtained from the Durbar till after the 21st 
■June O.S. Nor did we find that Mr. Drabbe ever desired the 
restraint to be taken off them till 'the 24th June, from whence 
it was evident that the non-performance of Deepchund’s contract 
was owing to the backwardness of their Chief in supporting it, 
which they themselves acknowledged to be an advantagious 
•one and we apprehend it had been complied, with, had they 
ordered the perwannah to be' obtained as we desired in ours of 
the 12th and 19th May and which they decline in theirs of the 
5rd June N.S. However if they could point out to us any 
.reasonable and proper methods for promoting the business we 
•should readily comply. 

121. On the 27th we received a letter from the Directofe and 
•Council at Hughley under date the 4th August N.S. expressing 
their surprise at ours of the i6th July attributing the nonper- 
formance of Oniichund Deepchund’s contract to Mr. Drabbe 
whereas they might more justly lay the fault to our gentlemen’s 
-.door who had thie teep in their hands from the 3rd April tO the 
15 May and never gave themsel-ves the least concern about 
getting ah order from the Durbar, which ^ey believed proceeded 
•from their being convinced it would be of no use, that Omichund 
Deepchund in the •very begihnihg were unable and ne'ver intend- 
ed to comply ihere'with, •which probably they -made •with no 
other views. They then proceeded to give reasons for their 
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0(5. On tJic Olli April i\icf-srs. Kcinpc and Eyre I'eturncd from 
Huphly and delivered us ll'.c exchange of articles with a letter 
from the Divoclore and Council which being extracted in that 
oay j: Con.'Uiltat Jon, v.‘c beg leave to refer thereto. Your Honours 
will perceive thereby thru the price of the petre they purchased 
of Avar.ced is Arcoti Riipers six and two anacs, 6‘2 per maund 
besides some small charges. 


{>7. O.n the I3tli of tha; month we wrote to the gentlemen at 
Patna inclosjng copy of tin* DjJtcli articles and directed them to 
;:Cl confonn.'ihle thesvio. We also s'cnt them copies of the letters 
v.’hich passed between the Dutch and us on this occasion and 
djtccled Mr. li.'if.vell to explain the part of his conduct which 
they complain of in retjard to the petro business and that as 
soon n;; they am h‘uru from ;dr. Drabbo the quantity of petre 
he expe cts to provide this : ea; on, to advise us thereof and provide 
hoab? to br.jie :i down whilst there is water enough for them to 
n.T.:;; Mtrcha.’" 


nc. On the pith April we received a letter from our gentlemen 
at Patna dated the 4th of tiiat month, acknowledging the receipt 
of outr. of ilje I.”tii March v.-jth the list of investment, that they 
would conu)ly tlu'rewith a.s near as po.ssible, though the season 
is too far adv.inccd to expect the whole quantity of goods 
ordered, that agre.-ible to our orders they immediately went upon 
the jjetre hvaaness and what llicy have done herein will appear 
by tlieir Consultations herewitii sent to which Mr. Jackson on 
his request was admitted, that on the 28th March they sent to 
the Dutch Chief to know if they could depend on having from 
him thirty thou.cand. .‘50.000 maunds saltpetre in a limited lime 
and a stipulated price, on the .'iOlh he told them that he could 
say no more on that .subject but that he would advise his princi- 
pals at Hughly and wa.t the orders, that on the 31st Omichund 
Decpchund came and made a proposal to enter into a contract 
for fifty thousand, 80,000 maund saltpetre dobarrah and cootea 
at three Sicca Rupees, eight annas, 3.8 per maund, to be paid for 
as weighed off, one half to be delivered in two months and the 
other in five month.s after the date, to be weighed off at his 
carconnans at Singia, Chaprah and Futtipore and he signs the 
teep on this condition that they acquaint the Durbar that he 
transacts business for the English, that he agrees his old tran- 
sactions shall not in the least interfere with his new engagements, 
that further he is willing to have Muccoomsing go down to 
•Calcutta to settle his old accounts, that this proposal they took 
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125. On the 5th we answered the above letter and could not 
think it adviseable to risque Your Honours’ money on so pre- 
carious a footing as forcing Omichund's petre from him when 
so just an objection lays against us, for the nonperformance of 
the contracts lays on our side and as they were desirous of 
giving prdper orders for secluding Deepchund from the petre 
business we took the liberty to remind them, that in November 
next, it would become our business to provide petre for the- 
ensuing season, therefore could not consent to tying up of our 
Chief and Council’s hands from dealing with any merchants or 
assamies at Patna as they should judge best corresponding with 
oar mutual interest. 

126. At the same time we wrote to Patna that we had consult- 
ed the Directore and Council of Hughley concerning the advice? 
they sent us under date the 26th June in regard to Omichxmd 
Deepchund’s petre contract and directed them to join the Dutch 
Chief in endeavouring to prevail upon Omichund Deepchund 
to deliver us what petre they could. 

127. On the 10th we received a letter from the Dutch Directore 
and Council under date the 20th August N.S. The purport there- 
of was to show how improper it would be for us to employ 
Deepchund in the petre business and to declare whatever perni- 
cious consequences might attend the making a contract with him 
must lay at our door. 

128. On the 11th we took into consideration Mr. Jackson’s 
letter delivered into Council the 27th ultimo, our several opinions 
thereon being entered in that day’s Consultation, we beg leave 
to referr thereto. 

129. On the 21st August we received a letter from the 
Directore and Coimcil at Hughley dated the 30th August N.S. 
enclosing the account ciirrent of saltpetre bought from Coja 
Vazeed as made up by them, the ballance thereof being Sicca 
Rupees twelve thousand two hundred forty nine, four annaes. 
three pyce, 12249.4.3. in our favour, they sent us the same and 
by a letter from their gentlemen at jPatna dated the 14th August, 
they perceived that Deepchund had farmed the whole district of 
sircar Syriang giving for each twenty five thousand, 25000, 
rupees, more than was paid for before and that by another gift 
of twenty five thousand rupees he had obtained a grant that 
none but himself should buy in petre in sircar Syrang and that 
he actually designs to. make himself master of the saltpetre 
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92. On the 11th May we received a letter from our Chief and 
Council at Patna dated the 29th April inclosing their Consulta- 
tions from the 15 to the 28th of that month and informing us- 
that the Dutch Chief had protested against the teep with 
Omichund Deepchund and had desired thirty thousand rupees^ 
30,000 to be advanced him account the petre business provided 
they break their teep with Omichund Deepchund otherwise he- 
does not want it, that they being of opinion the teep should not 
be broke, no money was advanced him but desire our sentiments 
clearly and fuUy for their further proceedings. 

93. On the 12 May we received a letter from the Directore 
and Council at HughJey dated the 21st May N.S. advising that 
their gentlemen at Patna, hearing that Deepchxmd had made him- 
self entirely master of the petre business, had for a gift of foiur 
thousand, five hundred, 4500, rupees to Hajee Ahmet obtained 
that the purchasing of it should be interdicted to him. They 
desired our sentiments thereon to enable them to send proper 
orders about it, that our remaining share of the petre purchased 
by their Chief last year amoxmts to four thousand five himdred 
fifty eight, 4558, maunds which they are ready to deliver us as 
well as the half of that they bought at Hughley our portion of 
which was twenty one thousand, five hundred forty three maunds. 

94. The same day we wrote in answer to the foregoing letter,, 
that we observed the advice they had received from their 
gentlemen at Patna and informed them of what our gentlemen 
had i-vrote us by which they would observe how matters stood 
between our factory there, but as we had given orders for 
Deepchund’s teep to be delivered Mr. Drabbe, we doubted not 
their coming to an amicable agreement and notwithstanding 
Mr. Drabbe’s fears concerning Deepchund, we could not think it 
adviseable to infringe the contract lately made by our gentlemen 
with him and desired him to direct Mr. Drabbe accordingly, but 
if it should be judged improper between us to purchase petre' 
of them the year after, we might take such resolution as might 
be thought expedient to prevent his becoming master of the 
petre business. 

95. On the 16th we sent Mr. Richard Coxu:t to Hughley to 
weigh of the petre. we were to receive from the Dutch and wrote 
to the Directore and^ Council to deliver it to him and desired 
their assistance to help him with boats to bring it away.' 
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thousand, 15000 rupees, that the reason of our money not being; 
ready in Patna was because we could not get a bill of exchange, 
that we were sending treasure on light boats and would allow 
them interest for the difference of time, which we hoped would 
satisfy them for such a trifling defficiency, that we can’t by no- 
means allow of nineteen hundred and twelve rupees eight 
annaes. 1912.8. charged in Mr. Drabbe’s account current as that 
money was spent before we entered into contract. We also- 
remarked to them the large interest charged by Mr. Drabbe,. 
which we doubted not but they would order to be reduced to 
the currency of Patna, that then these two articles would con- 
siderably reduce the lawful demand Mr. Drabbe had upon our 
gentlemen there. 

134. On the 3rd September, we received a letter from the- 
Directore and Council at Hughley dated the 13th September N.S. 
acknowledging the receipt of ours of the 25th and 28th August 
O.S. and that they should order the two articles in Mr. Drabbe’s 
account current to be adjusted agreable to our desire and to- 
forbid him to charge any interest on the four thousand, five 
hundred, fifty eight, 4558, maunds of petre out of last year’s 
purchase but that this did not take away the lawfulness of his. 
demand for the principal of that quantity, which as it was to- 
be delivered us at Patna, ought likewise to be paid there, as it 
was weighed off. They approved of Mr. Drabbe’s design to have 
recourse to the 6th article of the contract, as Mr. Barwell did not 
advance them money in time for this year’s purchase of petre- 
and as they had been much streightened for this neglect of 
Mr. Barwell’s and had been obliged to get a. bill of exchange 
at an excessive high agio (sic). 

135. On the 7th September, we received a letter from our- 
Chief and Council at Patna dated the 22nd August, acknowledg- 
ing the receipt of ours of the 6th, that they in company with the- 
Dutch Chief had sent two or three times to Omichund in order to- 
prevail with him to give them their petre; but that he would 
not come near them. 

136. The same day we wrote to the gentlemen at Hughley 
and acknowledged the receipt of theirs, of the 13th September,, 
that we agreed to our gentlemen at Patna paying, Mr. Drabbe- 
the amount of the four, thousand five hundred, fifty eight, 4558, 
maunds of last year’s petre, but could not allow it lawfull.for 
him to. deprive us of any part, of our proportion. of this ye^’s 
p.urchas.c, on. account, of the. trifling. deficiency, of. money which. 
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because they should doubtless be obliged to obtain an order the 
next year for the interdicting it to him again which must be 
attended with an expence. The President also received a letter 
from the Directore desiring that we would receive four thousand 
five hundred, fifty eight maunds, 4558, of petre being our portion 
of last year’s in Patna, as from some losses they met with in 
bringing their petre down last year they should be obliged tO' 
charge us with our part thereof, if we received it in Hughley. 
We therefore agreed to receive it in Patna to avoid disputes and 
the President advised the Directore thereof. 

101. The same day we answered their letter of the 3rd June 
N.S. wherein we insisted on their giving orders to Mr. Drabbe te 
obtain an order from the Government of Patna for Omichund. 
Deepchimd’s purchasing the full quantity of fifty thousand 
maimds, 50000 of saltpetre this year, as we apprehended that if 
such a power was not obtained those merchants would not com- 
ply with their contract, in which case we declared that any 
failure in the contract and the consequences thereof must lay 
at their door as we had done the utmost in our power. 

102. On the 28 May we wrote to our gentlemen at Patna to 
receive of Mr. Drabbe there the four thousand five hundred 
fifty eight, 4558, maunds off petre which the Dutch had promised 
us. 


103. On the 29th May a letter from our Chief and Council at 
Patna, bearing date the 14th ditto, came to our hands acknow- 
ledging the receipt of ours of the 22nd April and enclosing their 
Consultation of the 13th May, whereby we might observe that 
Mr. Drabbe the Dutch Chief who was then present told them 
that he accepted the teep agreable to his superiours’ orders and 
that he would acquaint them of whatever accidents might 
happen with Omichund Deepchund in relation thereto, and that 
they were to give him an answer, that they then agreed to 
advance Mr. Drabbe forty thousand, 40000, rupees for the pro- 
vision of petre this year, that they apprehended the bullion and 
copper they had then on hand would prove sufficient for their 
present occasions, but if it should happen otherwise they would 
endeavour to borrow money agreable to our directions. 

104. On the 31st May, we received another letter from our 
gentlemen at Patna dated the 18th of that month, inclosing a 
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to the Dutch, we prevailed with the deputys .to wait till the 
packets should arrive. 

141-A, In. our Consultation of the 20th Your Honours w ill 
perceive our proceedings therein and our answer to the Dutch 
letter, wherein we only endeavoured to gain time, as we had 
then received no information from our gentlemen at Patna in 
relation to Deepchund’s project and as we hourly expected Your 
Honours’ further orders in relation to the affairs of that factory. 

142. On the 21st September we wrote to our gentlemen at 
Patna and acknowledged the receipt of theirs of the 22nd 
August, informed them of the letter we daily received from 
Hughley in relation to Deepchund’s project and directed them 
to let us know if he was engaged in any such scheme. 

143. On the 23rd we received two letters from the gentlemen 
.at Patna dated the 5th and 8th September advising that the 
Dutch Chief had informed them, the Nabob had given the farm 
of all the saltpetre in the Subahship of Bahar to Omichund 
Deepchund and that he -believed they had no intention of 
dealing with us, as they were sending their gomastah to Bengali 
with a view of selling their saltpetre there, that what truth 
there might be in this, they knew not. but left it to our judge- 
ment. They also advised that the Dutch Chief had wrote them 
that as so much time was elapsed without their ‘advancing 
money he would give them no more petre than he had received 
money for and would send the rest down on his masters’ 
account. They added it was most two months and a half since 
they advised us of their wanting a supply of money but had 
not then received any from us. 

144. On the 25th September we received a letter from the 
Directore and Council at Hughley dated the 5th October N.S. 
urging us in the strongest terms to join with them in oversetting 
Deepchund’s schemes and declaring, if we deferred coming to an 
agreement with them therein, we should be guilty of a breach 
of the contract and they should be under a necessity of taking 
■such measures as their duty and the interest of their Company 
required. 

145. On the 29th we took the above letter into consideration 
and were of opinion that it would be endless to engage in 
any expence to tie up Deepchund’s hands as that method had 
several times proved ineffectual . and that the best way to 
obviate the effects of his proceedings was to keep to our 
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108. The same day we wrote to the Dutch Directore and 
■Council o£ Hughley and acknowledged the receipt of their favour 
of the 11th June N.S. and advised them of the purport of 
Omichund Deepchund’s letters and desired them, as we looked 
upon our contract with those people to be a mutual advantage 
and as we found it would come to nothing unless absolutely 
under our own management, to send immediate orders to 
Mr. Drabbe to return the teep to our Chief and Council and- 
direct him to acquaint the Durbar that he would not in any 
respect obstruct Omichund Dcepchund in the purchase of petre 
that year, that in case of their compliance therewith, we should 
direct Mr. Barwell to act agreable to the contract and on his 
receiving any petre from Omichund Deepchund, to deliver 
Mr. Drabbe their proportion and that we knew of no other 
method of adjusting this affair at that time so much perplext, 
that wo obsciwed their assammies would take no more money 
-on saltpetre unless Mr. Drabbe agreed to give them three rupees 
eight annaes, 3.8 Sicca per maund, which we supposed to be for 
an additional quantity and should readily consent thereto if 
Mr. Drabbe should find it necessary but we could see no reason 
for giving that price for petre before contracted for. for though 
Omichund Deepchund’s contract is at 3:8 per maund they will 
observe no money is advanced them, which makes a considerable 
saving in interest exclusive of the risque of trusting the 
assamies. 

109. On the 6th following we received a letter from the 
Directore and Council dated the 15th June N.S. in answer to the 
■foregoing that they concurred in opinion with us and should 
immediately dispatch orders to their gentlemen accordingly 
.and recommended it to them to make the assamies sensible of 
the unreasonableness of their demand and endeavour to persuade 
them to provide as much petre as possible at the price they 
•contracted for at first. 

110. The same day we wrote to our gentlemen at Patna and 
acknowledged the receipt of theirs of the 14 and 18 May and 
directed them to receive the teep back from Mr. Drabbe and 
without delay to apply to the government to get an order for 
■Omichund Deepenund to purchase petre for us conformable to 
the contract and to deliver the said order to Omichund Deepchund 
asking the receipt for the same and. when they shoul.d receive 
any petre from them, to deliver Mr. Drabbe his proportion there- • 
■of agreable to our contract with the Dutch. At the same we 
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proposal of the Dutch gentlemen. Our several opinions were 
entered on that day’s private Consultation and the majority 
of the Board being of the opinion to comply therewith, we wrote 
the Directore and Coimcil at Hughley and informed them of 
our resolution to join them in an application to the Durbar, pro- 
vided no money should be paid till they were sufficiently assur- 
ed the expence would answer the designed end. 

149. The same day we wrote to Patna informing them of 
the resolution we had come to and directed them to join the- 
Dutch Chief in an expence not exceeding twenty thousand. 
20000 rupees between them, provided no money be paid unless- 
they were assured the expence would answer the end designed 
and for the other parts of our letter, as they are not so material,, 
we beg leave to refer Your Honours to that day’s Consultation. 

150. On the 26th October we received another letter from 
Hughley dated the 5th November N.S. and is entered in our' 
private Consultation of that date together with our answer' 
thereto which being of little or no consequence we beg leave- 
to refer thereto. 

151. On the 18th November we received a letter from our' 
Chief and Council in Patna dated the 28th October advising 
that Mr. Drabbe had sent for his account current and acquainted, 
them he had orders from his principals to rectifie it in conse 
‘quence of their agreement with us and promised to send them 
a new account current, which he had not then done and that 
if he should refuse to deliver them eiffier the four thousand- 
five hxmdred, 4500, maunds of last year’s purchase of our pro- 
portion of this year’s petre, they should protest against him 
agreable to our directions, that on the 27th October they dis- 
patched to us thirty, 30, boats with petre and turmerick. 

152. On the 20th we received a letter from our Chief and' 
Council at Patna dated the 2nd ditto advising that since their 
last, they had advised that one of the saltboats with three- 
hundred and sixty five, 365 bags, of saltpetre was lost a little 
below Panarack” and that thirteen, 13, of the boats had run 
ashore in a very strong eddy on a sand and that they hoped to- 
dispatch their cloth and the remainder of the petre in a fort- 
night’s time. 

153. On the 25th we received another letter from our 
-gentlemen at Patna, dated the 14th ditto, informing us that the- 
;Dutch Chief had been with them and that agreable to the 



10 JANUARY 1747/48 


217 


115. On the 26th ditto the Warehousekeeper delivered in his 
report of the saltpetre, received from Hughley, which is entered 
for that day’s Consultation. 

116. On the 9th July in a letter dated the 18th ditto N.S. 
the Directore and Council advise us of the receipt of a letter 
from their Chief at Patna under date the 6th wherein he writes 
that he sent his vacqueel to the Durbar to desire the Nabob and 
his father Hajee Ahmett to permit Omichund Deepchund to pro- 
ceed this year 'in the purchase of petre, but that they had refused, 
it, saying the season was too far spent and that they would give 
him leave next year, upon which he desired twice or thrice 
Omichund Deepchund to go to the Durbar with his and our 
vacqueels to obtain such permission, but they always declined, 
it positively, declaring they could not give us any saltpetre this 
year, neither did they want leave because Hajee demanded fifteen 
tliousand, 15000, rupees for such an order which they did not 
intend giving, that they thought proper to advise us of this and 
desired to know what information our gentlemen had sent about 
this affair and what measures we thought proper to take for 
obliging Omichund Deepchund to comply with their contract or 
at least to deliver Mr. Harwell all the petre that was remaining 
in their hands from what they purchased anno 1745 and what 
they got clandestinely this year. 

117. The same day we acknowledged the receipt of the 
foregoing letter, but could say nothing on this head till we heard 
how Mr. Harwell had proceeded therein of which we should 
advise them. 

118. On the 13th July we received a letter from, our Chief 
and Council at Patna, dated the 26th June being extracted in 
that day’s Consultation, we beg leave to ref err your Honours 
thereto, the chief purport whereof being that Mr. Drabbe 
would deliver them four thousand, five hundred, fifty eight, 4558, 
maunds petre agreable to the orders he had received, and 
agreable to our orders of the 25th May they had demanded 
Omichund Deepchund’s teep from him which he had accordingly- 
delivered and acquainted them that his vacqueel and ours had’ 
been at the Durbar and in short that they could obtain no such 
order and that Omichund being sent for and informed hereof 
replyed that he found the order could Tie obtained and the 
season was elapsed for getting in petre,- therefore what could he- 
say further. 
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remaining years in ease it should suit oiir convoniency to under- 
take it. that being advised frotn Patna that Mr. Drabbe in 
Council with our gbntlerhon had considered the affair of 
paying tlie government twenty thousand, 20,000 iiipees to get 
Deepchund’s petro and apprehended it too great a risque to 
trust the government with Your Honours' money beforehand, 
it was therefore our opinion that both otir Chiefs should Be 
directed to make the agreement with the governnieht as before 
ordered, but not to pay the money till Deepchund’s petre should 
be delivered to them, or sufficient security given for the delivery 
thereof, that as they say it will be agreablC to them for us to 
receive our remaining proportion of petre out of what is now to 
be received at Patna we agreed thereto. 

156. On the 30th November, we received a letter from the 
Directore and Council at Hughlcy dated the 9th December N.S. 
acknowledging the receipt of the above, agreable to the contents 
whereof, they will order their Chief to take charge of the pro- 
vision of petre this year and that our Chief should have the 
provision bf petre for the two last years of the contract, that 
in regard ®to what we wrote concerning paying money to the 
government for obtaining Deepchimd’s petre, they think it 
absolutely necessary that both our Chiefs should be left at 
liberty and empowered to use the best methods they could to 
accomplish their ends. 

157. The same day we took the above letter into considera- 
tion and agreed to write in answer, that as Mr. Drabbe and our 
gentlemen at Patna were of opinion that our Companys’ money 
ought not to be risqued or paid away, without .sufficient 
security for the government’s performance of articles, we should 
keep to those terms and send such orders to our Chief and 
Council at Patna and desired they would send the same to 
Mr. Drabbe as it was the only secure method to prevent our 
being duped. 

158. On the 1st December we wrote to our gentlemeh at 
Pa'tha arid gave orders conformable to what had lately passed 
bfetweeri uS and the Dutch. 

159. On the 10th Decerhber by the boats from Patna we 
receivied a letter from bur gentlem’eh there, dated the 30 
October, advising of their having dispatched to us. Six thousand, 
one hundred arid seventy three, 6173, bag's of saltpetre arid 
eighty bags Of tUtiriePck thereon. 
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•Chief’s conduct and also why they approved of the teep and 
add that the only and best means for bringing the saltpetre 
business on a good footing and making ourselves entirely masters 
•of it was to join in obliging Deepchund to deliver all the petre 
that was in their hands and if need be to be at an expence at 
the Durbar for that purpose and afteniVards forever *to seclude 
Omichund Deepchund and all other natives and conclude with 
■desiring our concurrence herein. 

122. The same day Mr. Jackson delivered in a letter to the 
Board in relation to the contract to be made with Omichund 
Deepchund and containing his opinion of settling the merchants’ 
.and assamics’ accounts which being entered after that day’s 
Consultation, we beg leave to refer Your Honours thereto. 

123. On the 28th of the same month we wrote in answer to 
the last Hughley letter that we agreed with them that our 
gentlemen at Patna wei'e much to blame in not attempting to 
.get an order from the government for Deepchund’s carrying on 
the petre business, whilst the teeps remained in their hands, 
■of which neglect we had taken due notice, but from the time 
Mr. Drabbe received the teep, till he delivered it back to our 
gentlemen, it certainly lay upon him to have got the govern- 
ment’s licence and then we should have performed oior part and 
might have expected Deepchund would have performed his, 
that in regard to their proposal of applying to the government 
to force Deepchund’s petre from him. we could not think it 
Avould be performed by such means, because the nonperformance 
•of the contract may be attributed to us, for not obtaining the 
.government’s order, as we ought; besides experience has shown 
us that an expence of money to tie up the hands of those who buy 
petre is useless and therefore think it most adviseable that their 
.gentlemen at Patna in conjunction with ours should endeavour 
TO prevail with Deepchund to deliver what petre he can in 
part of his contract. 

124. On the 3rd August we received a letter from Hughley 
•under date the 12 di'tto N.S. wherein they agreed to send order 
to Patna as we desired, but as they could not think perswasions 
would have any effect, they again leave it to our consideration 
•\vhether it would be adviseable, in case amicable means fail, to 
enjoin our gentlemen at Patna to apply to the government for 
the obtaining Deepchund’s petre; provided the money given in 
such case does' not exceed two annaes per maund. 



230 


LETTER TO COURT 


168. On the 16th we dispatched the abovementioned bales 
to Ml’. Heath with direction to get them whitened and to 
return them to us in proper time. 

169. On the 21st October, we received a letter from 
Mr. Heath dated the 5th ditto acknowledging the receipt of the 
brown cloth and shPuld forward the whitening and dressing of 
them and return them to us as soon as possible, that he had 
drawn on us for eight thousand, 8000, Madrass Rupees in favour 
of Bogbutpaul, which he had taken up for carrying on his 
investment. 

170. On the 12 November we received another letter from 
Mr. Heath under date the 1st ditto advising that the rains 
continuing late would impede the return of the brown cloth 
sent him to be dressed early enough for this year’s shipping. 

• 171. On the 12th March some bullion being arrived by the 
Princess of Wales and Mr. Brooke being then down in Calcutta 
on his private affaii’s, as wo thought it necessary to get it dis- 
posed off as soon as possible, the President wrote to Seat 
Mautobray, to know if he would purchase it. 

172. On the 21st March we received a letter from Cossimbuzar 
enclosing a letter to the President from Seat Mautobray desir- 
ing the bullion to be sent up to our factory, from whence he 
would receive it and pay us in rupees there and on the 23rd 
ditto we acknowledged the receipt of their letter and advised 
them of our having dispatched thither thirty, 30, chests of 
bullion and at the sametime enclosed them the list of goods 
to be provided there, with such paragraphs of Your Honours’ 
orders per Princess of Wales as related to them, directing them 
to comply therewith as near as possible, and to pay due obedi- 
ence to that paragraph for providing as many goods as they 
could without advancing dadney. 

173. On the 31st March, we wrote to the gentlemen at 
Cossimbuzar and directed them to endeavour to procure one 
lack, fifty thousand new Sicca Rupees, we supposed they 
might have from Futtichund upon oiir bullion lately sent and 
to send it us down immediately, but in case that house could 
not supply them with ready money, to get an order for that 
sum on his house here or at Hughly as we then had an im- 
mediate call for that sum. 

174. On the 5 April, we received a letter from the gentlemen 
at Cossimbuzar dated the 31st March advising of the receipt 



10 JANUARY 1747/48 


221 


•business in the province of Bahar; thereupon they had many 
reasons to engage Us to write our endeavours to frustrate his 
•design as the only means of obtaining the aim of the contract 
jnade between us; they added that their Chief had twice 
•demanded money from Mr, Harwell for the providing saltpetre, 
-but had been as often put off and therefore desired us to order 
it to be paid witnout delay. 

130. The same day we replyed to the above and acknowledged 
the receipt of the money they sent us and promised soon to send 
them our thoughts upon what they wrote concerning Deepchund, 
that we were surprised at Mr. Barwell’s having refused to ad- 
vance their Chief money on account saltpetre as he had not 
mentioned a word thereof to us, but that we would send him 
.positive orders to pay it. 

131. On the 26th we received a letter from our Chief and 
Council at Patna, dated the 8th ditto enclosing a letter from the 
‘Dutch Chief with their answer which being entered after that 
•day’s Consultation, we beg leave to referr Your Honours thereto. 

132. On the 28th we received another letter from our 

.gentlemen at Patna, wishing we had sent them forty or fifty 
thousand, 40 or 50000 rupees agreable to their request as it might 
have been of use towards enlarging their investment and enclos- 
ing another letter from the Dutch Chief with their account 
•current and their answer from him by which we would perceive 
that he charged them, nineteen hundred twelve rupees, eight 
.annaes, 1912. 8, for their proportion of the four thousand five 
hundred rupees 4500 paid Hajee to stop Omichund Deepchund 
from purchasing petre which they referr to us; they also enclos- 
ed another letter from the Dutch Chief, all which letters are 
•entered after that day’s Consultation, ^ 

133. The same day we wrote to the gentlemen at Hughley and 
•enclosed copys of Mr. Drabbe’s account current and a letter that 
they might observe he threatens by his letters to have recourse 
to the 6th article of the contract and which we desired them to 
.give orders to prevent, for though Mr. Drabbe’s account current 
made 'us indebted twenty nine thousand, six hundred, seventy 
:six 29676 rupe,es, yet they might observe that part of this sum 
•arises on four thousand, five hundred, fifty eight 4558 maunds 
of petre. which was to be delivered in Hughley, though at their 
desire we agreed to receive it. in Patna, so that the real 
•deficiency of money on the present year’s petre is short of fifteen 
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178. On the 23 haying inspected tlic muslotB Of raw silk, ive 
itound the, Novemberbund much infcriour to that of last year^ 
appearing mixed with the Marohbund**, the Guzzerat was near 
last year’s muster in fineness but very dirty and the Gommer- 
colly near equal, 

179. On the 27 we wrote to the gentlemen at Gossimbuzar that 
we could not think of agreeing to the prices affixed to their raw 
silk as they were so extravagant and directed them to use all 
proper methods for recovering the ballances from their merchants 
and to infom us of such methods as they judged most proper 
for the security of the money they should trust them with in 
future. 

180. On the 5th May we received a letter from the gentlemen 
at Gossimbuzar dated 29th April ackhowledging the receipt of 
the twenty, 20, chests of bullion sent them under the care of 
Ensign English, by Whom they have returned One hundred 
thousand, 100,000, new Siccas and enclosed to us a bill oh Jugul- 
seat’s House for fifty thousand, 50000, Siccas hiore. The same 
day Ensign English arrived with the above-mentioned sum. 

181. On the 15th May we received another letter from the 
gentlemen at Gossimbuzar under date the 7th ditto advising that 
they could not possibly reduce the price of i*aw silk for many 
reasons therein mentioned and that the lowest price their mer- 
chants would contract for gurrahs Was eighty, 80, D’Massa Rupees 
per corge, that they had and should continue to use their utmost 
endeavours to recover the ballances due from the merchants, 
before they trusted any more money in their hands, and in. 
regard to the expedient for securing the money to be trusted with 
their rnerchants hereafter, they were of opinion that the abolish- 
ing the office of broker has been by experience found highly 
detrimental to Your Honours’ affairs, especially in contracts for 
the investment, the merchants being come to such a pitch as to 
fix what prices they pleased on their goods, which evil they 
conceived could be cured by no other method, than by having 
a ruler over them, of wealth and credit of their own cast, .in 
order to obviate any imposition of .this , kind and to secure any 
debts from f^ing on Your Honours in future and if ,we should 
approve of this prpposal, the person whom they recomipend is 
Bully Cotmah, who ’.formerly acted , there as broker with great 
credit and reputation. 
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did not amount to more than ten thousand — 10,000 rupees, but 
if they were determined to act with so much strictness, that we 
must remark that the 6th article allows time for our gentlemen 
at Patna, which as we could not get bills we were obliged to send 
treasure by water and was accordingly on the way, so that in 
case Mr. Drabbe detached any part of our proportion of this 
year’s petre, we declared him guilty of a breach of the contract. 

137. The same time wo wrote to Patna and acknowledged the 
receipt of theirs of the 8th and 12th ultimo and advised them of 
the money we had sent them and in case they wanted more, we 
hoped they would bo able to borrow there, for we could see no 
likelyhood of supplying them till our ships arrived and informed 
them of all that had lately passed between us and the Dutch 
and directed them to protest against Mr. Drabbe as guilty of 
breach of the contract, if ho detained any part of our proportion 
of this year's purchase of petre. 

138. On the loth we received a letter from the Directore and 
Council of Hughley dated the 23rd September N.S. in which 
they could not allow any broach of the contract, in having re- 
course to the 6th article thereof, since the money which their 
Chief so long ago demanded for the provision of petre was not 
then advanced. 

139. The same day Mr. Jackson delivered in a letter to the 
Board containing the contract made with Deepchund, which 
being entered after that day’s Consultation, we beg leave to 
refer Your Honours thereto. 

140. On the 16th Messrs. Bisdom and D’Arnaud brought us a 
letter from Hughley dated the 26th September N.S. advising of 
the information they had from their Chief at Patna of 
Dcepchund’s design to oblige the Europeans not to buy petre for 
the space of five years, nor ever to demand what was owing 
them from the assamys and that he had framed a project not to 
sell any petre in Patna but to send it all down to Bengali, that 
they had sent the above mentioned gentlemen to deliberate with 
us thereon and to settle with us such means as should be found 
necessary to frustrate Deepchund’s designs. 

141. Haying that day advice of the arrival of Your Honours’ 
ship Oxford and hoping that some new orders might arrive in 
relation to, Patna factory which might direct us . in our answer 
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187. Thjs same day we wrote to Cossimbuzar that we Knew 
not who informed them that their principal merchants were en- 

-couraged here to get gurrahs, none but Cotmah and Russee- 
•'Coprah having offered to take dadney from us, that the former 
"had resided here several years and his gomastah was at 
* Cossimbuzar to provide goods as usual, the other had left his son 
with them as he informed us to provide goods as formerly. 

188. On the 7 July we received a letter from the gentlemen 
. at Cossimbuzar advising that the Seats had sent them word, they 

- could not supply Dacca factory with the money there ordered. 

189. On the 9th August we received another letter under date 
•the 5th ditto that having in theirs of the 1st July wrote us that' 
they had contracted with their merchants for ten, 10, annas 
per seer less than what affixed to the musters sent us, but as 

■ the teeps were not then signed on account of the troubles com- 
. ing on, they have since prevailed with them to lower it four 
annas more which they apprehended was the most they could 
lower it to this season,* therefore desired our orders for a further 
provision if we thought it necessary, that the Seats had taken 
.,away their bullion but persisted in the resolution of giving no 
-••more than two hundred and one. 

190. On the 10 we wrote in answer to the foregoing, that as 
they had lowered the price of silk four annaes more and appre- 

iiended it would be reduced no lower, notwithstanding it was 
very high, yet we thought it adviseable to encrease the quantity 
before ordered and directed them to provide four hundred, 400, 
bales in all, in the same proportion of each sortment as was first 

- ordered, that we observed Jugulseat’s House persisted in reduc- 
ing the price of bullion to two hundred and one, 201, which was 

i-so low that it would not be worth while to bring, from Europe 
. and to represent this in the strongest manner and use their 
-Utmost endeavours to keep it up to the price they agreed for in 
-the beginning of the season. 

191. On the .26th August, "we received a letter from 
-Cossimbuzar dated, the 22nd of that month advising .that having 
ibeen obliged to pay off the interest of their notes to Jugulseat’s 

House for two years past, it had swept away the amount of their 
••■twenty chests nf bullion, which put -them imder' the greatest 
..difficulties for -carrying, on .their - investment, which we must be 
sensible of from the. small- finance of their cash and treasury 
.accounts enclosed, that they could procure no more for Dacca 
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fesolutions agreable to the contract with the Dutch, not to pur- 
chase from him on any account whatever. We wrote to the 
Directore and Council to that purport which Your Honours 
will perceive at large in that day’s Consultation. 

146. On the 12 October, we received a letter from the Direc- 
tore and Council at Hughley dated the 20th October N.S. by 
which they appeared quite ^ssatisfied with our interpretation 
of the 6th and 15th articles of the contract and that, as we were 
pleased to reiterate our declaration against Mr. Drabbe’s 
stopping any part of our proportion of this year’s purchase of 
petre, they apprehended we had an inclination to separate from 
them, thereof they must look upon the contract as broke yet 
not by them but us. 

147. Having on the 13th Ofitober taken this letter into con- 
sideration, we apprehended from the purport thereof, that the 
Dutch had a mind to break the contract and throw the blame 
upon us and wanted to extend the purport of the 15th article 
to oblige us to an expence for defeating of Deepchund’s schemes. 
We thought it therefore necessary to obviate that intention by 
deputing two gentlemen of the Board to confer with them to 
show the unreasonableness of their persisting in depriving us 
of our part of this year’s petre for the accidental deficiency of 
"ten thousand 10.000 rupees and to learn what method they pro- 
posed to take to defeat Deepchund’s designs and to know to 
what amount they imagine any esfpence they may be at on this 
nccount might arise. Messieurs Bellamy and Eyre we according- 
ly deputed to Hughley with a letter to this purpose. 

248. On the 19th October Messrs Bellamy and E3rre return- 
'Cd from Hughley and delivered us a letter from the Directore 
-•and Council there dated the 29th October N.S. the contents 
whereof they desiring to be kept secret, it was entered on our 
private Consultations which come herewith, the. purport where- 
of was that they thought it for the' mutual interest of both our 
'Companys to seclude Deepchund and all other country people 
from the saltpetre business, that they apprehend this end 
may be obtained for the expence of twenty thousand 20000 
xiipees or thereabouts, provided the affair be kept secret and 
nobody gives notice to Deepchimd of this our design and that 
in case we agreed to the reasonable and necessary proposition, 
•they were ready to deliver us ■our full proportion of petre of 
this year’s purchase. Hawng taken this letter into considera- 
•lion, it was debaied whether it was proper to comply with this 
125 Dir. of Arch. 
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measures Would prove abottiVe, othenvise we Uilght expect the 
full quantity ordered. In respect of their raw silk they had 
agreed to give their merchants bills of debt at interest, for the 
whole quahtity ordered, but whether they would be able to; 
comply without assistaiice of money, time only could evincel 
as to the silk piece goods a considerable quantity might be pro- 
cured, had they money to purchase them. 

195. The same day we answered the foregoing letter and 
directed them to ittform the Seats, in case they reduced the price 
of bullion so low, we were apprehensive Your Hohpufs would 
in future order it to be disposed of on the Cormandell coast, but 
if they still insisted to give us no more than two hundred and 
one, 201, we must submit thereto as we had it not in our power 
to resist their imposition, their' being no other purchasers, that 
with regard to their investment they may assure their merchants, 
mat they shall be supplied with money as soon as ever we had it. 
in our power. 

196. On the lOthl October we received a letter - from 
Cossimbuzar dated the 30th Septenaber accompanying thirty 
two, 32, bales of gurrahs on ^bur Honoiurs’ account. 

197. On the 19th October we received a letter from Cossim- 
buzar tmder date the 16 ditto advising that the Seats had obs- 
tinately peiBisted in giving no more for the bullion than two 
hundred and one, 201, which they were obliged to comply with- 
and delivered it them accordingly at that price, that they 
enclosed a bill of exchange oh their house here for seventy 
seven thousand, 77000, new Sicca Rupees. 

198. The same day we wrote to the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar 
and acknowledged the receipt of their bales and the bill of- 
exchange on Futtichxmd’s House and as the gentlemen at Saint 
Davids had made large draughts on us and being much in debt 
for our cun:ent e3q)enCes, We directed them to Use their endeav- 
ours to procure another billfor usforfiftythousand, 50000, Siccas; 
unless they should have paid the money into their factory fof 
the other ten, 10, .chests of bullion. In such case we directed, 
them to forward that sum by boat as soon as possible. 

199. On the 29 October w;e received .a. letter. ^om the gentle- 
men at C6Ssimbuzar dated the 24th. .^tto .in;which .they were 
sorry' to .observe the necessi^. we were .under .of drawing so- 
mut^ money put of their hands at .a time when they were about 
deliveiihjg but to their inerchants to enable them to perform- 
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contract it was our turn to provide petre for the ensuing year, 
that they replied they could not give him an answer till they 
had orders from us, that then he talked over with them the 
aifair of paying the government twenty thousand rupees, 20,000, 
to oblige Omichund Deepchund to deliver their petre at three 
rupees, four annaes 3.4 per maund but not to pay the same till 
they had sufficient security that all his petre should be deliver^ 
ed them upon consideration hereof, they were of opinion that 
the dependence on this government under the present manage- 
ment either before or on the payment of the money would not 
be a sufficient security, therefore judged it best to wait to see 
whether we should order Your Honours’ money to be risqued 
ind paid away on such terms. They then desired to know of 
the Dutch Chief if he would give them their proportion of last 
and this year’s petre, to which he replied he would give them 
what he had there and write to his superiours to give us at 
Hughley what might be wanting to make up the full quantity. 

154. The same day we received a letter from the Directore 
and Council at Hughley dated the 5th December N.S. desiring 
us to give orders to our Chief at Patna not only tqj make a 
beginning in advancing what money was required for providing 
petre for the ensuing season, but also that their Chief might 
be assisted in executing the agreement made between us against 
Deepchund and prevent his having anything to do with the 
petre trade, that as they had no more in Patna than nineteen 
htmdred ninety nine, 1999, maunds of petre it would be very 
agreable to them, if we would receive our proportion out of 
what is now to be received which our Chief might take from the 
first parcel. 

155. At the sametime we took the Dutch letter into con- 
sideration and a debate ensued thereon, whether it was more 
for Your Honours’ interest for our Chief to set about the pro- 
vision of petre this season or leave it in the hands of the Dutch 
for a year longer, when the majority being of opinion that the 
provision of the petre for the ensuing season ought to be left to 
the Dutch, we accordingly wrote to the Directore and Council 
of Hughley to send orders to their Chief to provide petre for 
us both as they did last year, there being some impediments 
at that time in our way, which made it not so convenient for 
us to undertake it. and that we should give orders that their r 
Chief should be supplied with our proportion of money, that 
as by this means they will have had the provision the first two 
years of the contract, we must have the furnishing of it the two 
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advanced on fresh contracts as also for the payment of the old 
ballances at the time they stipulated. 

202. On the 28 November we received a letter from the 
gentlemen at Cossimbuzar dated the 25 ditto advising that they 
had delivered the remainder of the money they were to have 
sent us to their merchants on dadney for raw silk, which amount- 
ing to no more than three rupees, five annaes per cent, they were 
apprehensive many of them would fall extreamly short in per- 
forming their contracts, that they should obey our orders with 
regard to Mohunbisswass and other merchants indebted to- 
Your Honours and not trust them again without proper security. 
They advised they had received a letter from Sergeant John 
Richards, acquainting them of the arrival of the Patna fleet at 
Mircha, but not having received orders from us, relating there- 
to, they judged it would be most expedient for the fleet to pro- 
ceed the lower way, as the quickest and least expensive passage, 
that accordingly they sent a banian with money to the sergeant 
for that purpose. What fmi;her relates thereto. Your Honorws 
will observe in our Consultation of the 30 November. 

203. The same day we replyed to the gentlemen at 
Cossimbuzar, wherein we observed their apprehensions of their 
merchants falling short in performing their contracts for raw 
silk from the small advance of money but that we should not 
fail to supply them as soon as possible. In the meantime we" 
directed them to use their utmost endeavours to get the mer- 
chants to comply with their contract and we also approved of 
their transporting the petre from Buddlepoor^® to Jillengee,® 
if they could not send it cheaper the lower way, and as Your 
Honours in the fortieth paragraph of your orders per Princess 
of Wales, seemed desirous to know how the Dutch came ofi from 
the Nabob’s demand at the time when he forced from us three 
hundred and fifty thousand, 350,000, rupees, we directed them 
to learn what sxim the Nabob took from the Dutch that time or 
since for Your Honours’ information. 

204. In our address to Your Honours per Kent and Montfort, 
we advised of having appointed a committee for exa m ining into* 
the nature and rise of the deficiehcys in the import warehouse. 
That committee having finished their enquirys and delivered 
them into the Board we on the 19 November took the same into 
consideration and it appearing that those deficiencys arose 
whilst Mr, Wadham Brooke was Import Warehousekeeper, wO" 
thought it necessary to order him down from Cossimbuzar as 
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' 161. On the 11th March We ordered the list of inves tmen t 
for Balasore td be dfawh out and sent thither, and as there was 
twenty, 20, bales of brown sanoes, which came from Balasote 
fpr Madrass Presidency and apprehending they would not be 
wanting on the Coast fpr the use &ey were designed, we thought 
it most a.dyiseable to return them to Balasore to be whitened. 

162. On jthe 21st March we wrote to ]\fc. Heath at Balasore 
and enclosed him such paragraphs of Your Honours’ orders per 
Princess of Wales as related to that factory, as also the list 
of investment by her and directed him to comply therewith as 
near as possible, haying a dUe regard to that paragraph of Your 
Honour orders directing him to provide as many goods as 
possible without advancing dadney. 

163. On the 17th June we received a letter from Mr. Heath, 
at Balasore dated the 7th ditto accompanying invoices of 
eleven, 11, bales of sanoes and that the troubles there on ac- 
count of the Morattoes had obliged him to send us up seven 
bales of brown cloth on the Balasore sloop. 

164. On the 1st July, we acknowledged the receipt of the 
foregoing and approved of his sendmg up the sanoes for the 
reasons he gave. 

165. On the 8th August, we received a letter from Mr. George 
Heath at Balasore dated the 1st ditto, requestmg a supply of 
money, to carry on his investment there. 

166. Under date the 28, we acknowledged the receipt pf the 
foregoing and permitted him, as we apprehended he ngiight take 
up the mop^ey he wanted fpr the investment there, to draw a 
bill on us for the amount as the risque was thereby saved Your 
Honours, that there being twenty seven bales of his brown 
cloth, part received from him this year and part the last, whicji 
‘we could not get properly whitened and dressed here, we direct- 
ed bim to advise us of the time proper for returning it to him 
^ order to be cured there. 

167. On the 9th September we received a letter from 
Mr. Heath at Balasore dated the 3 acknowledging the receipt 
of the foregoing advismg that he should -take up What mOney 
he .wanted there and draw bills .on ,usi agreable to .our. permis- 
SiOiij that the earlier the tjyenty seven hales of broym;. cloth 
were returned the sooner they would be whitened and dressed. 



.^40 I LETTER- TO COURT 

211> On the 16 November we caitte to a resolution of keeping 
the woollen goods per ship Exeter and then ordered them to he 
r surveyed in the presence of the captain and as we had received 
;some woollen goods from St. Davids and likewise having some 
remaining in our warehouse, we then agreed that they should 
'be put at pUbiick .outcry the i7th December folowihg with the 
•'fcbppfer, lead and i^n, laying on hand except what was wanted 
■for Your HohoUrs*. use, to which Consultation we beg leave to 
refe'r Your Honours for the price we agreed to put them up at . 

■ The account sale was brought in the 22 December and is. entered 
after that day^s Consultation. 

212. On the 26 March, the President received a letter from the 
■phousdar of Hughley^^ informing him that he had received an 

■ order from the Nabob to receive of the executors of Coja Minas . 
the sum of sixtyi' thousand, 60000, rupees which their vacqueel 
-at MuxadaVad had obliged himself to pay to the government 
in part of the effects of Coja Minas and desiring the President- 
to receive that money and to send it to him at Hughley, other- 
wise the persons .'of the executors who are ordered to attend us 
by that day's Consultation. 

213. The exe.cutors attending us, the next day, the Nabob’s 
-order to the Phousdar of Hughly was read to them. Their 

reply and our directions. Your Honours will observe at lairge on 
that day’s Consultation. 

214. On the list June, we received a letter from gentlemen at 

• Cpssimbuzar co.ncerning the Nabob’s demand on the . executors 
-of Coja Minas ;with copy of a perwannah enclosed, which we 

acknowledged the- receipt of on tlie 6 ditto and sent directions 

• thereon 'which ^YoUr Honours will ' perceive on that day’s 
Consultation, i . 

215. On thesSl ditto we received two letters from the gentle- 
men at CoTssimbuzar under date the 17th and 16th of that month, 

reftclosing two letters. to the President from Raja Junkeram*® and 
Golumhassun ICawn®® and copy of the Nabob’s answer to the* 
President’s -letter to Rajah Junkeram, by whi.oh -we. might per- 
ceive the Nabob’s intention in besetting their factory with his 
forces in case .his demands Were not complyed with and desiring 
our directions-: how to act in such an emergency, which -we sent 
them as Your.'Horiburs will perceive by our ''Consultation of the 

'ib. ! . 



10 JANUARY 1747/48 


231* 


of ‘the thirty, 30, chests of bullion sent them and acknowledging 
the receipt of the list of investment and Your Honours’ orders 
relative to that factory, to both which they promise due 
obedience, but till they came to some terms or canvassed with 
their merchants, they could not possibly judge how matters 
would go with regard to their investment. 

175. On the 11th April, we received a letter from Cossimbuzar 
dated the 6 ditto and advising that agreeable to our orders, 
under date the 31st March, they should send us a lack of rupees 
.as soon as they could get it from the Seat’s House and an order 
ior the other half lack, on one of his houses, but they appre- 
hended the drawing of so much money from them would hurt- 
their credit. 

176. The same day we replyed in answer that as soon as 
^oats could be got ready we should send them some more 
bullion, which we lately received per ship Houghton and direct- 
ed them to send us the rupees, we before wrote for, by the 
party that convoyed the bullion and accordingly on the 18th 
we sent them, 20, chests. 

177. On the 22 April we received a letter from the gentlemen' 
at Cossimbuzar under date the 17th of that month, advising 
they had for sometime been treating with their merchants in 
-order to settle the price of raw silk for the ensuing season but 
could not possibly prevail with them to contract for a muster 
-of November bund equal to that of last years, as they had 
suffered thereby before but at last prevailed on them to agree 
■cto the prices following, viz., 

. Novemberbvmd^® ... ... @9-4 per seer the A 

Guzzeratt^® ... ... @9-13 

Commercolly^’ ... ... @9T the musters 

of which they sent herewith, the two last of which pretty near 
-equal to those of last year, that they acquainted the merchants 
with Your Honours’ orders for not advancing above thirty, 30, 
j)er cent upon raw silk and gurrahs and providing all other 
goods for ready money, but finding -them so adverse to these 
propositions, ^that they thought it impossible were to bring 
them to agree thereto, that they believed one great reason was 
the inability of their circumstances, which but too plainly ap- 
_peared from the ballances then due from them, that this would 
jever be the case till an expedient was found out to prevent 
the people in mean condition becoming security for each other, 
•which they thought necessary to offer for our consideration. ‘ 
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222. On the 26th August we received another letter, from 
Cossimbuzar dated the 20th of that month, acknowledging to 
have received the amount of the abovementioned bill of seven 
thousand and twenty one Sicca Rupees, four annaes, 7021.4, 
.as also further on that account thirteen thousand" bne hundred 
seventy six Sicca Rupees, thirteen annaes, nine pyce, 13176.13.9, 
both which sums they had brought to the credit of Coja. Minas 
and enclosing the account of sundry sums paid on their account 
to the Durbar amounting to twenty nine thousand, six hundred 
and sixteen rupees, seven annaes, 29616.7. They have since 
paid into Your Hbiiours’ treasury seven hundred, 700, rupees and 
have been several times called upon for the remainder which 
nothing but the great scarcity of money in the place has prevent- 
ed their fulfilling but they absolutely promised that the remain- 
der shall be made good and we shall take care that they comply 
therewith. 

223. On the 3rd November Mr, William Kempe, Jemindar, 
acquainted the Board that Hajee Saluis a Turk having died 
without any heirs or any claim being laid to his estate, he went 
to his house as usual in such cases, taking with him the 
Cauzee Ockoon and others as witnesses and having foimd four 
thousand, eight hundred, eighty six Arcot Rupees, seven annaes 
and nine pyce, 4886.7.9, we ordered the same to be paid into 
Your Honours’ treasury and brought to the credit of Saluis’s 
estate in order to be repaid in case any heir should appear to 
lay claim thereto. 

224. On the 30 November, the President received a perwannah 
from the Nabob, advising him, that he had appointed Mahomud 
Yearboy Cawn to seize Saluis’s estate and directing him to take 
care that there were no embezzlements which, with the answer 
thereto, being entered on the face of that day’s Consultation we 
beg leave to referr Your Honours thereto.' 

225. Your Honours will please to observe in our Consultation 
of the 7th March we took into consideration the best method 
of fortij^ng the weakest part, of the factory viz., the new 
godown and what we have done therein appears, upon that 
Consultation. 

226. Mr. Bartholomew Plaisted, Engineer, informing us that 
some part of the barracks was the most proper place to make 
bombproof, especially as the timbers thereof were very rotten and 
must necesarily be removed, we that day agreed that- a part of 
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182. On the 22nd May we took the CoSsimbu^ar affair as- 
represented by them into consideration and it -was debated 
whether it was proper to permit them to act with a broker aS 
they desired. Our several opinions are entered upon that day's- 
Gonsultatiohs to Which We beg leave to ref err and the majority 
of the Board were of opinion that no broket should be appointed - 
at Cosslmbuzar and as the gentlemen there could not lower the 
price of silk winch was so high that -vye apprehended Your 
Honours could get nothing by it, yet we - thought it necessary to- 
provide a part and agreed l^at a third -iot the former orders 
should be contracted for. 

183. The Same day We wrote to CoSsimbuzar and advised’ 
them of our above resolutions and directed them to proceed in 
providing the silk peice goods and as many gurrahs as they 
possibly Could on the best terms, advancing no more dadney than . 
was absolutely necessary, for the provision of their goods and 
to trust their money only with such merchants as would give 
security and advance none to any already, indebted till they had 
paid off their old ballances. 

184. On the 21 June, we received abetter from Cossimbuzar- 
dated the 17th advising that they had. hot been able to prevail 
with the Seats to take away the bullion On account of the troubles 
in the country and stoppage in the mint, but promised to send 
for it soon, but had given them to understand that he could' 
give no more than two hundred and o^e, 201, Sicca Rupees for- 
two hundred and forty, 240, Sicca weight for any more bullion 
that should Come, alledging by Way of excuse to the imposition 
that the profit thereon was less than formerly, ’the rupees being' 

• made of finer silver. i 

185. On the 25 Jime we wrote to the ge.ntlemen at Cossimbuzar 

and directed them to apply to Jugulseat’s House to get an order 
from them on their house at Dacca to supply the gentlemen there- 
with a lack of rupees. | 

•186. On the 4th July we received a letter from the gentlemen 
at Cossimbuzar dated the 1st ditto advising that they -were about- 
giving out dadney for raw silk they contracted for tep, 1.0, annaes- 
per seer less than what affixed to the musters and that had it' 
not been from the troubles they met -mth fro.m the government, 
they should have been able to have provided a considerable 
quantity of gurrahs notwithstendingvtheir principal merchants- 
were encouraged for that end in Calcutta -where they then: 
resided. : ’ . 
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and the rest that he has made over, sold by their order, we hope 
to have this debt made good, 

231. On the 29th April Your Honours will observe by the 
several letters received from Patna, therein extracted, Mr. 
Barwell’s treatment of Mr. Jackson, his violent behaviour 
in Council there and our observations thereon. 

232. On the 15th May Mr. Jackson being arrived from Patna 
delivering in a paper which is entered after that day’s Consul- 
tation, we then required him to give his reasons in writing for 
leaving Patna without our permission which he complied with 
the next day and are entered after that day’s Consultation. Your 
Honours will likewise observe our several opinions which being 
unanimous that Mr. Jackson was not culpable, he was admitted 
to his seat at the Board and was ordered to take charge of the 
general books of this factory. 

233. In our Consultation of the 19 May, 25 June. 20 and 23 
July are contained our proceedings on Mr. Barwell’s behaviour 
and his answer, to which we take the liberty to refer Your 
Honours, wherein you will observe the majority being of opinion 
that Mr, Barwell ought to be removed from the Chiefship, we 
appointed Mr. Jackson to succeed him and he was accordingly 
ordered to get ready to repair thither, of wKch we advised the 
gentlemen at Patna. 

234. Qn the 20th August Mr. Jackson represented to the Board 
that his affairs required him to remain here sometime longer 
in order to settle them and purposed to follow the fleet in a 
light boat, sometime in the ensuing month, which we complied 
with as his presence was not then iixunediately necessary at 
Patna. 

235. On the 9th October we took into consideration whether 
it was a proper time for Mr. Jackson to proceed to Patna or not; 
upon due consideration thereon and as he was to enter upon a 
new scene of action to purchase petre for us and the Dutch, 
the next season, we thought it would be in vain for him to make 
such an attempt without having a supply with him and as we 
were in hopes of the airiv^ shortly of some of Your Honours’^ 
ships with proper supplys and new orders with regard to that 
factory, we judged it most adviseable to wait their arrival^ when 
we should be better able to come to a final resolution with all 
affairs relative to that factory. 
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factory than a bill of twenty five thousand, 25000, rupees which 
they had sent them, that the Seats had agreed to allow them two 
liundred and three, 203, Sicca Rupees for the bullion, they 
observed that we had ordered them to encrease the quantity 
•of raw silk; and hoped we would supply them with money to 
•carrj' on that as well as other parts of the investment. 

191. On the 28th we wrote to the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar 
that we were in daily expectation of the arrival of Your 
Honours’ ships, till when we were wholly unable to send them 
.any supply, that they must therefore use their endeavours to 
furnish themselves from Jugulseat’s House. 

192. On the 23rd September we received a letter from 
•Cossimbuzar under date the 17th advising that they could not 
prevail on Jugulseat’s Housfe to lend them any more money and 
■despaired of getting any from thence or elsewhere till Your 
Honours’ ships arrived. 

193. On the 25th ditto we wrote to them and enclosed them 
"the new list of investment per Oxford and were preparing boats 
■to send them twenty, 20, chests of bullion in order to be sold to 
JTugulseat’s House, to whom we send a letter from the President 
desiring them to order ten chests thereby to be paid for tby their 
house in Calcutta for the currency of our business here and to 
pay them for the other ten chests for carrying on their business 
.and to assure them that we have certain advice of a large supply 
•of bullion being on the way and it shall be duely sent to be 
•disposed off to them and if that they could get a further supply 
for Dacca it would be an acceptable piece of service, that from 
what they wrote in theirs of the 17th we could not judge of the 
;situation of their investment and directed them to let us know 
how far they had proceeded therein. 

194. On the 9th October we received a letter from the 
•gentlemen at Cossimbuzar dated the 4th ditto, advising that the 
■Seats had agreed to pay for the bullion in the manner we desir- 
•ed, but had given them their final answer that they would give 
no more than two hundred and one for the bullion, notwithstand- 
ing their utmost endeavours to keep it at two hundred and three, 
203, that in regard to their investment they had made no great 
progress for want of money, that they had contracted for fifty 
•eight thousand, 58000, pieces of gurrahs at seventy five, 75, 
•rupees per corge but if we could not furnish them with 
■speedily or the Morattas should come as was reported, ' . 
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244. On the 10th November we received a letter from 
Mr. George Heath at Balasore dated the 1st of that month ac- 
quainting us that his ill state of health renders him incapable 
of attending the bxisiness of that factory and as he designed to 
return to Europe this season, he requested us to appoint a Chief 
in his room. 

245. On the 12th we took hlr. Heath’s letter into consideration 
and then appointed 1^'Ir. Henry Kelsall, who had been as assistant 
at that factory for some years and acquainted with the business 
there, and as he was shortly to commence factor having served 
a longer time at Madrass, we thought him a proper person to 
succeed Mr. Heath and for a further character of that gentleman, 
we beg leave ^o referr Your Honours to the 107 paragraph of 
our letter per Tryall sloop. 

246. On the 6th April Messrs. Sisson and Starke two of Your 
Honours’ covenanted servants arrived here upon the Houghton, 
the former for this settlement and the latter for Madras. We 
enquired how the captain treated them in the passage, they 
answered very kindly. 

247. On Uie 12th May Messieurs Fleming and Scrafton two 
more of Your Honours’ covenanted servants being arrived here 
were asked how Captain Sumner treated them to which they 
replyed very kindly. 

248. And on the 2nd July Mr. Batson whom Your Honoum 
appointed a writer for this place being arrived from Fort 
St. David was asked how Captain Sumner treated him in his 
passage to which he replyed estreamly wdL 

249. Your Honours having peremptorily ordered Mr. Charles 
Hampton to be sent to Bencoolen he took his passage on the 
Princess of Wales to Fort St. Davids and from thence proceeds 
on the Fanny for Fort Marlborough. 

250. In the course of our Consultation Your Honours will 
observe that Messrs. Mansell, Orme, Speck and Pybus, four of 
your servants that were upon the Madrass establishment and 
came down thither from the Coast, as they were desirous of 
being employed, we accordingly stationed them in yoTir several 
.offices as monthly writers till your pleasure be further known 
with regard to them. hhr. James Mansell is since dead of - a 
dyssentaiy. 
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Iheir contracts for raw silk, as it was certain that many of thfem 
had strained their credit so much ih purchasing the putney as 
to be unable to cany on the expence of winding it off without 
some assistance which would be then quite out of their power 
to give them and under such circumstances they left to us to 
judge of the fate of their investment. That they had dispatched 
to us thirty six thousand, 36000, Sicca Rupees which was all the 
money they wore able to procure from the Seats on account the 
ten. 10, chests of bullion, but that they had promised to pay the 
remainder in three or four days. The scarcity of money was 
such that even fi'om them they could not depend on a punctual 
compliance and desired to know* if they must compleat the 
sum of fifty thousand. 50000. Siccas. when they received it from 
the Seats; they also advised that agreable to former orders, they 
hod excluded those merchants the dadney who had not paid their 
ballances, among whom was one Mohunbiswass indebted to the 
Company, four thousand and forty five rupees, six annaes and 
nine pyce, 4045.6.9. and is a considerable creditor of Sir Francis 
Rxjsscll. on which account he threatened to renew his complaint 
at the Durbar and their vaqueels were apprehensive he might 
succeed therein at this juncture. They therefore advised their 
giving him dadney to prevent Your Honours’ affairs being em- 
broiled, he promising to pay half his debt this year and the re- 
mainder the next, that there were other merchants indebted to 
Your Honours, whom they apprehend might pay all or the 
.greatest part by this method but very little without it. there- 
fore they desired our orders thereon. 

200. Tlie same day we received another letter from 
Cossimbuzar dated the 24th of that month accompanying four 
•chests of silver. 

201. At the same time we replied to the two foregoing letters 
and acknowledged the receipt of the four chests of silver there- 
in mentioned, that as their merchants were in so great want of 
money to pay for the winding off the putney, they might keep 
the remainder of what they were to receive from Jugulseat’s 
House on account bullion, that we observed what they wrote 
about Mohunbisswass and others indebted to Your Honours oh 
ballance, but could not think it reasonable to be obliged to ad- 
vance them dadney for fear of their making application to the 
Durbar, therefore peremptorily ordered theni not to advance 
money to Mohunbisswass and others indebted on their old 
■contracts, unless undoubted security be given for money to be 
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is the usual course in the Durbar and will they suppose bo the 
first step in the present case and to evade so seemingly reason- 
able an appointment might be attended with di/Ticulties, that as 
wo have resolved not to spend any money at the Durbar on this 
occasion is a good reason for their not applying to them. For 
daily experience shews that no good issue can be expected unless 
attended with proper presents, which is always the first intro- 
duction and which they imagined from what they had observed 
there will not bo spared by their antagonists, that we well knew 
what slight obedience the Nabobs pay to the present govern- 
ment and therefore it might bo presumed little benefit could 
accrue from their mentioning King Furrucksecr’s phirmaund 
and in this opinion they joined with the Supravisors os set forth 
on the 9th November 1746, that under date the 15th November the 
Supravisors mentioned to us how sensible they were of the little 
service they could render Your Honours there and how poor an 
equivalent it would bo for the large expcnco of maintaining that 
factory and notwithstanding their best endeavours, the little 
they have been able to do since still confirms them in their 
■ opinion and they should have been backward in their duty to 
Your Honours were they to give us the least hopes of their 
rendering service, which to them seemed absolutely impracti- 
cable, that if we in answer td this should insist upon their 
-applying to the government they would immediately comply 
with our command but cannot look upon themselves in any 
respect answerable for the consequences, at the same time 
assuring us they would exert themselves to the utmost fdr Your 
Honours’ service and interest in the prosecution of this affair, 
-if we determined to have it proceeded on there. 

252. On the 22nd April we wrote to the Supravisors and 
acknowledged the receipt of theirs of the 16th March, which we 
: should have answered sooner, but expecting to hear further from 
them in regard to ours of the 13th, that notwithstanding their 
reasons for not applying to the government, we thought it 
necessary they should make it in the manner we prescribed, 
unless they were well assured it would be of disadvantage to 
Your Honours’ affair of which as they were on the spot they 
■were the best judges, that we observed the proposal of Omichund 
Deepchund for sending Muccoomsing down to settle their 
accounts here, which we apprehended would be entirely useless, 
as we should be unable to make proofs on our side or disapprove 
what their gomastah might assert and more particularly the en- 
-dorsements on the teeps, and were of opinion that Patna was the 
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soon as he could conveniently leave that factory to be examined 
thereon. We therefore beg leave to referr Your Honours for 
the conclusion of this affair to our address under the established 
heads. 

205. On the 5th March, we took into consideration the dis- - 
posal of Your Honours’ woollen goods laying on hand and which- - 
\yould not sell at the last outcry; a list thereof being laid before - 
us, we agreed to put them up the 6th of April, when we accord- 
ingly put them to sale as Your Honours will perceive by our 
Consultations of that day and the account sales are entered after ' 
the Consultation of the 13th April, as also the reasons for the 
smallness of the sale and deferring the outcry till a more proper' 
season. 

206. As we were informed the Morattas were retiring out of ' 
the Budwan country we had hopes that some of the woollen- 
goods and copper might sell and therefore ordered, by our Con- 
sultation of the 25 June, the Warehousekeeper to lay before us - 
an account of what goods were in the warehouse. 

207. On the 29 following the accovmt was accordingly laid" 
before us and we then agreed to put them up at outcry on the • 
30 July ensuing. 

208. On the 29 July we took into consideration at what prices- 
to put up Your Honours’ woollen goods, copper, lead and iron 
and then agreed to the rates which Your Honours will observe- • 
by our Consultation of that day as also our reasons for deferring;, 
the sale of the aurora broad cloth. The accounts of what then 
sold at outcry were laid -before the Board the 10th of August 
and are entered after that day’s Consultation. 

209. Some of the Madeira wine being landed from the Oxford ' 
and as all the coimtry ships were come in and the place being 
then as full as might be expected, we on the 19 of October, 
agreed that the wine designed for this place as well as that for 
Madrass should be put up at publick outcry the 26 following . 
when we resolved to put it up at one hundred and sixty, 160, 
rupees per pipe. 

210. There being 30 pipes remaining that would not sell at" 
the price, we uigreed the 26 to put them' up at outcry, we on the 
29th thought it necessary to deferr the sale till Saturday the 28" 
November when they were all sold as Your Honours will observe 
by the account sales brought in the 7th December which are- 
entered after that day’s Consultation. 
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draw up an account of what Your Honours had suffered by the 
Cossimbuzar merchants detaining their ballances in their hands 
on account of Sir Francis Russell’s debt to them that we might 
claim a dividend agreable thereto and as the sum of twenty five 
thousand, 25000, Sicca Rupees paid to Futtichund was in dilute, 
whether the dividend belonged to Your Honours or the securities 
of Sir Francis Russell, we desired the administrators to keep the 
dividend that will be due thereon in their hands till the property 
was determined. 

257. The day following the Accountant laid before us the ac- 
coimt, which is entered after that day’s Consultation, upon which 
we demanded a dividend from the administrators who replied 
they could not make a dividend according to that amount, but 
agreable to the debts due to the merchants as they stand upon 
Sir Francis Russell’s books, of which they would send us a 
copy. They also promised to keep the dividend of the money 
paid Futtichund in their hands untill the property was determin- 
ed. The copy of the account as it stood on Sir Francis Russell’s 
books they sent us on the 20th following and is entered after 
that day’s Consultation. We then ordered our Secretary to make 
a demand agreable thereto in form and the answer he received 
Your Honours will observe in our Consultation of the 29th 
following. 

258. On the 9th September the administrators to Sir Francis 
Russell’s estate, acquainting us that Mr. Stephenson had got a 
decree of the Mayor’s Court in his favour and that there would 
be a meeting of his creditors to consult about an appeal frcan 
that decree, we then directed our Secretary to attend the meet- 
ing and with the other creditors agreed to an appeal in behalf 
of Your Honours, which appeal is carried before the King and 
Council. 

259. The gentlemen at Patna under date the 28th October 
transmitted to us the books of that factory closed to the -SOth 
April last, by which there appears wrote off in the proffit and 
loss article one hundred and ten thousand, 110,000, rupees. 
Their reasons for it Your Honours will please to observe in 
their letter of that date extracted in our Consultation of the 
16th November. 

260. On the 17th following we tooke the same into considera- 
tion and then appointed Messrs. Jackson, Dawson and Eyre to 
dissect the profit and loss article of any three proceeding years 
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216. On the 2nd July we received advice from our gentlemen 
at Cossimbuzar dated the 29th June, that the Nabob had put 
horsemen on their factory who were to attend their vaqueels to 
Muxadavad as occasion required and had also given orders to 
one of his jemindars to surround their factory with his forces 
if speedy satisfaction was not made to his demands. 

217. On the 4 July we received another letter from the 
gentlemen at Cossimbuzar under date the 1st ditto advising 
further of the Durbar and their proceedings on this affair of 
which we advised the executors and represented to them the 
troubles which were brought on Your Honours’ factory on their 
account and required to know how they proposed settling this 
affair with the government. Their reply with our answer being 
entered on that day’s Consultation, we beg leave to referr thereto, 

218. Your Honours will likewise observe by our Consultations 
of the 9 and 13 July that we received two other letters from our 
gentlemen at Cossimbuzar dated the 4th and 9th oF that month 
relating to this affair, of which we on the 14th advised the 
executors of Coia Minas, who then agreed to have this affair 
made up for twenty five thousand, 25000, Sicca Rupees, for 
which they signed an obligation empowering us to get this affair 
finished, upon which we wrote to our gentlemen at Cossimbuzar 
and sent them directions accordingly as Your Honours will per- 
ceive by that day’s Consultation. 

219. On the 9th of August we received two letters from the 
gentlemen at Cossimbuzar dated the 5th of that month, advising 
that they had at last with much difficulty finished this affair 
with the Nabob for twenty five thousand, 25000, rupees and 
about six thousand, 6000, rupees more for Durbar charges. 

220. On the 10th of ditto we sent for* the executors and 
acquainted them of our having concluded this affair who pro- 
mised us to pay our e3q)ences thereon, upon which we wrote 
to the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar and directed them to let us 
know the amount thereof. 

221. On the 12 of August the executors delivered us a bill of 
exchange for seven thousand and twenty one~Sicca Rupees, four 
annaes. 7021.4, payable to Mr. Brooke in part of the money, which 
we forwarded to Cossimbuzar and directed them to credit of 
the executors for the amount as soon as they received it. They 
also paid into Your Honours’ treasury here four thousand, 4,000, 
Sicca Rupees as a further part. 

125 Dir. of Arch. 
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Oft the 5 January of Mr. Perry Purple 
Templer account of Mr. Edward 
Croke one thousand, seven hundred 
and fourteen rupees, four annaes and 
six pies, 1714.4.6, payable to Messrs. 
Gosling and Bennett or order at 
2s. 4d. per rupee 

On the 6 January of John Jackson Esq. 
on his own account five thousand, 
one hundred, and forty two rupees, 
thirteen annaes and nine pies, 
5142.13.9, payable to Mr. William 
Dunster or order at 2.4 per rupee ... 

On the 5 January of John Jackson Esq. 
on his own account, five thousand, 
one hundred and forty two rupees, 
thirteen annaes and nine pies, 
5142.13.9, payable to Messrs. Gosling 
and Bennet or order ® 2.4 per 
rupee is 

On the 5 January of Mr. Edward Holden 
Cruttenden account of William Davis 
Esq. one hundred and twenty 
thousand five hundred and six rupees, 
120506. payable to Mr. Robert Cliffe 
or order at 2.4 per rupee 

On the 5 January of Mr. Edward Holden 
Cruttenden on his own account, 
fourteen thousand, three hundred, 
seventy four rupees, three annaes and 
three pies, 14374.3.3, payable to 
Mr. Robert Cliffe or order at 2;4 per 
rupee 

Oft the 7 January of John Jackson Esq. 
on his own account, eight thousand, 
five hundred, seventy one rupees, 
six anfiaes and ninfe pyce, 8571.6.9, 
payable to Mr. William ' DuftSter or 
order at 2si4d per rupee is 


200 . 0 . 0 


600 . 0 . 9 


600. 0. 0 


14059. 0. 0 


1676. 19. 9 


1000 . 0 . 0 
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each end should bo appropriated for that purpose and be imme- 
diately set about and as he advised us against pallisadoeing the 
fort it being useless and expensive, we agreed that such pallisa- 
does as were then provided, should be applied to the ends of 
the wharf, where the walls were very low. 

227. On the 3rd September Captain Commandant Robert 
Hamilton”^ sent in his proposals for strengthening the place in 
the best and most expeditious manner it would bear which we 
thought highly necessary to comply with and then ordered them 
to be set about immediately. His proposals are entered after 
that day's Consultation. 

228. On the 12th March we acquainted Captain Holcombe 
with Your Honours’ favour to him in your 48th paragraph of 
your commands per Princess of Wales, for which he desired to 
return his thanks. 

229. In the course of our Consultation Your Honours will 
please to obsci-ve our proceeding against Mr. Bartholomew 
Clarke late Storekeeper who was indebted to Your Honours 
upon ballance twelve thousand, six hundred ninety three rupees, 
six annaes, three pyce, 12693.6.3, which he upon several appli- 
cations to him. evaded pa3Tnent of and as he continued to mis- 
behave himself by breaking the peace, carrying pistoles in his 
pocketts all over the town and threatening in different places to 
shoot the President and others and also abusing him causelessly 
abroad in a scurrilous manner, we looked upon such behaviour 
in one of Your Honours’ servants as an high insult to the autho- 
rity of the place and tended to give a bad example to others. 
Therefore on the 2nd April, we agreed to suspend him the service 
till Your Honours’ pleasure should be known. 

230. On the lOth of that month the persons who had demands 
on the store godown as per Consultation of the 26th March again 
desiring payment, we thought it absolutely necessary for Your 
Honours’ credit that those debts should be discharged and agreed 
to pay them out of your cash and finding by Mr. Clarke’s 
frequent evasions he had made use of Your Honours’ money and 
continuing obstinate in not making satisfaction, we dismissed 
him Your Honours’ service and proceeded against him for the 
recovering of Your Honours’ demand at a course of law, since 
which we have received several sums of money, which we had 
made over and when the process in the Mayor’s Court is finished 
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hundred, sixty four rupees, four 
annaes, payable to Messrs. Gosling and 
Bennett or order at 2.2 per rupee is ... 

On the 5 January of Mr. Thomas Boddam 
on account Mr. William Shiers. two 
hundred thirty rupees, twelve annaes 
and three pies. 230.12.3, payable to 
Mrs. Elizabeth Shiers or order at 2s.2d. 
per rupee 

On the 7th January of Mrs. Anne Peirce 
nine hundred twenty three rupees, 
one annae. three pice. 923.1.3, payable 
to Mr. Robert Pulleyn or order at 
2s.2d. per rupee 


375. 5 lOJ 


25. 0. 0 


100 . 0 . 0 


265. The whole amount of sums paid in at two shillings and 
two pence, 2.2, per rupee is one thousand and fourteen pounds 
sterling eight shillings and six pence, one farthing, 1014.8.6J. 

266. We have also received into Your Honours’ cash, the 
following sums, for which we have granted three certificates to 
each of one tenour and date, one of which being accomplished 
the others to become void viz.. 

On the 5 January of John Jackson Esa. 
accoimt Captain Charles Pigot, 

Current Rupees ... ... 553. 4. 3 

On the 7 January of Captain Edward 
Ward account the estate of Captain 
Robert Misenor Current Rupees ... 2139. 8. 0 

267. The whole amount of certificates received is two 
thousand, six hundred ninety two Current Rupees, twelve annaes 
and three pies, 2692.12.3. 

268. On the 26th November Captain Edward Ward sent in 
a letter requesting a survey on the Warwick within board. 
We then ordered the Master Attendant and Carpenter on that 
service and to deliver in their report thereof, which they 
complied with. The report and captain’s request comes 
onclosed; 

269. The President acquainted the Board on the 30th 
November that he had received a letter from Commodore GrifBn, 
tmder date the 5th October in which he advised that he should 
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23G. On Iho 12 May' Mr. Samuel Parks being arrived from 
Ihe Coast, Wc appointed him Sub-Accomptant agreable to Your 
Honours’ orders and then directed Mr. Cruttenden to deliver 
him the charge of Your Honours’ books and papers in the 
Accomplant’s office. 

237. On the 4th May Mr. Joseph Briggs one of Your Honours’ 
servants departed this life of a fever as per advices from the 
gentlemen at Cossimbuzar under date the 7th ditto. 

238. On the 1 August the Accomptant laid before us the 
general books of this Presidency brought up to page 145 and 
then acquainted us that Mr. Parke was unable to carry them on 
account his ill slate of health and desired that one of Your 
Honour.*;' sciwants might be appointed for that purpose untill 
Mr. Parkes recovered. We accordingly appointed Mr. Robert 
Orme to that business as being well qualified. 

239. On the 27th hlr. Samuel Parkes departed this life of a 
consumption and the next day we appointed Mr. Robert Orme 
to succeed him in the office of Sub-Accomptant. 

240. On the 21st August Captain William Holcombe addressed 
the Board to lay down his commission as captain, being unable 
to officiate as Captain and Commandant on account of his ill 
slate of health which we acquiesced to and the succession as 
follows viz., Captain Hamilton, Commandant and captain of the 
first company, Nathaniel Jacobs, captain of the second company, 
Thomas Fenwickc, captain of the third company and ordered 
commissions to be drawn out accordingly. 

241. On the 23rd September Captain Edward Frederick Read 
departed this life of a fever, whereby the posts of Gunner and 
Master of Arms became vacant; Captain James Invin being a 
proper and well qualified person for those employs, was appoint- 
ed thereto. 

242. Your Honours will observe by our Consultations of the 
Sth October that Captain Edward Fredericke Read late Gunner 
■of this garrison has by his last will and testament bequeathed 
Your Honours a legacy of eight thousand, 8000, Madrass Rupees, 
which we shall receive from the executors at a proper time. 

243. On the 11th of October Mr. George Hooper Sub Secretary 
departed this life of a fever afid the 12th of that month xve 
appointed Mr. John Cooke to succeed him, as he is very diligent 
and in every prospect (sic) qualified for that post and has Since 
given us great satisfaction therein. 
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of his ship Warwicke which we complied with on his executing 
two bonds of one lenour and date as usual, one of which with 
his request is enclosed in the packett. 

275. Agreable to our order of the 22nd December, the Import 
Warehousekeeper and Storekeeper laid before us the account 
remains of their respective warehouses with draughts of their 
indents which having been duely weighed and considered and 
compared with the particulars what was indented for last year, 
together with the consumption of Europe goods this year, we 
compleated the indents on the 5th instant, which Your Honours 
have in this packett, with the several account sales of Europe 
goods and shall reconsider it .by the last ship making such 
alterations as may be necessary. 

276. On the 26th December we had the agreable news of the 
arrival on the 23rd of that month of the Winchelsea, Colchester. 
Benjamin, Caesar and Eastcourt in Balasore Road under convoy 
of the Exeter, York and Eltham, three of His Majesty’s ships of 
war and the day following we took into consideration how to 
dispose of them, and being informed by Captain Nathaniel 
Stevens, commander of the Lively, that his orders from 
Commodore Griffin were in this case to get the stores for the 
squadron as soon as possible and as the commodore had sent 
the same directions to the Commander in Chief of the squadron 
and considering we should not have goods sufficient for lading 
those ships home we concluded it most adviseable to send the 
three former of Your Honours’ ships as they had the King’s 
stores on board to Fort St. David under the same convoy and 
then ordered the Caesar and Eastcourt to proceed into the river 
and in order to further the dispatch of those ships we sent down 
Mr. Thomas Coales on the Ballasore sloop with directions to- 
the commanders to deliver all the treasure to his order and to 
receive from him such treasure as we should direct to be re- 
laden on board them for Fort St. David, signing bills of lading 
for the same, which was as follows: 

Nine, 9, chests upon the Winchelsea 

Eight, 8, chests upon the Colchester and 

Eight, 8, chests upon the Benjamin and for the remainder 
we directed Mr. Coales to lade upon such ships and 
sloops as were in the Road and of our proc^ 
herein we advised the gentlemen at Fort St. Uavi 
At the same time we ordered Mr. Nathaniel Jacobs one 
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250. (sic) On the 3rd March we wrote to the Supravisors at 
Patna, acknowledging the receipt of theirs of the 7th February to 
which we should have replyed sooner, but extraordinary business 
prevented us, that we observed Omichund stopped from going on 
in settling and adjusting his accounts and proposed referring 
them to the arbitration of the merchants and shroffs there, that 
this method was wholly unprecedented and we could by no 
means submit to have Your Honours’ affairs arbitrated by the 
subjects of this country, it being particularly specified in the 
phirmaund, that all merchants dealing with Your Honours 
should settle accounts in your factory and the government is 
thereby ordered to compel the merchants to do so. They must 
therefore endeavour to bring Omichund Deepchund to comply 
therewith, which should they refuse, they must apply to the 
government to oblige them thereto and enclosed we sent letters 
from the President to the Nabob and Hadjjee Ahmet which we 
would have had them deliver if they thought they would be of 
use. 

251. On the 26th March we received a letter from the Supra- 
visors at Patna dated the 16th of that month, owning the receipt 
of ours of the 3rd upon which they immediately called upon 
Omichund to proceed on his accounts. He accordingly attended 
them on the 14th and referred lis to what then passed to their 
Consultation of that date, by which we may observe that they 
could not prevail on him to go on with his accounts unless they 
would acknowledge and write to us that the endorsement bn 
the teep was fictitious. This proposal of his being so very 
extraordinary they told him it must be referred to us and having 
formerly and lately made the strictest examination into this 
affair as fully set forth in their Consultations enclosed, therefore 
the determination of it must rest with us, for that further en- 
quiry to make about it there they knew not, the persons who 
transacted this business being here and they having no books 
or accounts to inspect for their guidance, that with regard to an 
application to the government to oblige Omichund Deepchimd 
to settle their accounts in the factory if he should still insist 
upon arbitrators so many ill consequences were to be dreaded 
from a step of this nature, that they hoped it would plead their 
excuse for their not having ever mentioned it to Omichund, that 
they apprehended it would first be a means of Omichund’s gain- 
ing his point by an order from the government, for on applica- 
tion formerly made them about some other merchants’ accounts, 
the Nabob immediately ordered arbitrators to decide them which 
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hy the Company’s soldiers and his subsequent release — assassi- 
nation of the Suhah of Patna and arrest of Haji Ahmad — occu- 
pation of John Nagore hy the Company. 

T b the Honourable the Court of Directors for Aifairs of the 
Honourable the United Company of Merchants of England 
trading to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours 

1. We addressed Your Honours this season under dates the 
lOth January per ship Warwick and the 23rd ditto via Bussorah 
and therein gave Your Honours as full a state of your affairs as 
the several circumstances would admit of. Duplicate of our 
letter under the 10th January comes herewith. 

2. We now proceed under the established heads to give Your 
Honours a further account of your affairs under our manage- 
ment and to reply to your several commands favoiured us with 
this season and 


First, concerning shipping. 

3. Since the dispatch of Your Honours’ ship the Warwick we 
have received Your Honours’ favour per George snow under 
date the 13th April under cover to the President from Charles 
Floyer Esq. Deputy Govemour of Fort St. David. 

4. Under the same cover the President received a letter, from 
the Honourable the Secret Committee sent by that vessell and 
the several other letters from that Honourable Committee have 
been received from the captains of the ships iii whose list of 
packet this same were mentioned to which the President will 
reply apart. 

5. On the arrival of each of Your Honours’ ships this season 
one of your servants was sent down to search for private trade 
and a strict charge given them not to connive at any illicit 
clandestine goods and we assure Your Honours we shall not 
fail to inform you if any such should be found on board. The 
several reports go in the respective packets of each ship. 

6. The proper surveys have been made on all Your Honours 
ships within board before we began to lade any goods on them. 
Such of their reports and captains’ requests as have not already 
been sent come in their respective packets. 
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inost propel* place fo" settling all accounts depending in that 
factory for if we could not come to any conclusion when 
JDeepchund was here in person there could be but little hopes 
of any success from his gomastah and supposing Deepchund to 
be in a more equitable way of thinking and to have made the 
proposal in order to have matters settled amicably, surely they 
might do it more properly in Patna as they were authorized to 
ndjust those accounts in the best manner they were able, and 
this we would have them set about if they could dispose thein 
thereto or bring them to any equitable way of thinking. 

253. On the 29th September the President acquainted the 
Board that he had received a letter from Muccomsing, gomastah 
to Omichund Deepchund, advising of his arrival at Hughley and 
•desiring to know if he could come with safety to Calcutta to 
talk with us in person; as Mr. Cole might have design to make 
•demands on this agent of Omichund Deepchund, we agreed to 
send for him to know his intentions. Mr. Coles was thereupon 
sent for and his answer to the questions we put to him. Your 
Honours will observe are entered upon that day’s Consultation, 
whereupon we agreed the President should send to Muccomsing 
to know his intentions in coming here. 

254. On the 3rd October Mr. Coles sent in a letter to tiie 
Board which is entered after that day’s Consultation and the 
same day we received a letter from Muccomsing, the translate 
whereof is entered after our Consultation of the 6th of that 
month to which we beg leave to referr Your Honours and his 
proposals therein were so extravagant that we could not admit of 
them. 

255. And on the 17th Novemiber having again taken the Patna 
•affairs into consideration, after duly weighing all circumstances, 
the majority were of opinion that the gentlemen at Patna should 
bold: themselves in readiness for withdrawing that factory some- 
time in January next in case Your Honours should not make 
any alteration in your former orders for that purpose. We 
•directed them to send us an answer to the first paragraph of 
our letter to the Supervisors under date the 22nd April last. 
The debate we had on this affair and oxu* several opinions 
thereon Your Honours have in that day’s Consultation. 

256. On the 10th April as the administrators of the estate of 
■Sir Francis Russell deceased had given notice that they would 
-make a dividend of his effects, we ordered the Accomptant to 
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13. Captain William Weston, commander of the ship Exeter, 
was on the 5th May sent for and asked his reasons for deviating 
from his voyage which, he delivered us in writing the 25th June 
and are entered after that day’s Consultation. 

14. Captain Isaac Worth sent in a letter to the Board dated 
the 30th April requesting red wood on charterparty terms which 
we complied with and his request for the same goes in the packet 
per his ship. 

15. The Master Attendant sent in his report of Peter Debatts, 
one of the masters in Your Honours’ sloop service, dated the 19th 
May complaining of his excesses, incapacity and breach of duty. 
We then ordered him to be dismissed the service and the report 
is entered after that day’s Consultation, 

16. Mr. George Heath, Chief at Ballasore, in a letter dated 
the 1st June which came to hand the 8th following advised us 
that a boat with six lascars on board belonging to the Belvidera 
sloop was cast away on the barr, the boatswain drowned and 
packet etc. letters all lost. That sloop returned to us being 
frightened out of the road by vessells that pursued her which the 
pylot took to be French but proved to be English inward bound. 
On the 10th of that month we wrote to Mr. Heath and acknow- 
ledged the receipt of his letter and returned the sloop with • the 
nee and presents directing him to hasten boats to unload her on 
the first signal. 

17. On the 25th June Captain Weston sent in a letter desiring 
his ship Exeter to be lightened, the Master Attendant having 
given it as his opinion that it was not consistent with the safety 
of the ship to lay during the freshes at so great a draught of 
water. We thereupon permitted Captain Weston to land such 
part of his cargoe as he might think proper in Your Honours 
godowns. His letter for this purpose is herewith sent. 

18. On the 10th July the Master Attendant deliverea in his 
proposals for contracting for stores wanted for the marine this 
season, with the prices he could contract for them at annexe 
thereto, which lay under our consideration till the 23rd Septen> 
ber when the same being examined the several articles mentione 
therein were contracted with him for as per the said agreement 
entered after that day’s Consultation, which upon due exami- 
nation we thought not unreasonable. 
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since 1735 in order to form a judgement how this difference 
arises. 

261. As this dispatch will not admit of our sending a state of 
this Presidency, we take the liberty to lay before Your Honours 
a calculate of the debts due at interest and on dadney contracts 
both here and at the subordinates to the 30th December amount- 
ing to fifty five laack, sixty five thousand sixty six rupees, four 
annaes, and three pies, exclusive of interest, which is enclosed 
in this packet for Your Honours’ inspection. 

262. We come now to advise Your Honours what sums have 
been received into your cash for bills of exchange, payable at 
ninety days of sight as usual, and first of those paid in by 
Your Honours’ covenanted servants at two shillings and four 
pence, 2s. 4d., per rupee, who have been sworn that the money 
so paid is on the accounts under mentioned. 

On the 17 December of Mr. Richard Court 
account William Davis Esq. fifteen 
thousand, three hundred, eighiy six 
rupees, eleven annaes and six pies. 

15386.11.6, payable to WiUiam Davis 

Esq. or order at 2.4. each is ... £1795. 2. 4 

On the 21 December of John Jackson 
Esq. on his own account, twenty two 
thousand four hundred, forty nine 
rupees, 22449, payable to Messrs. 

Grosling and Bennett or order at 2.4 

per rupee is ... ... 2619. 1. 0 

On the 26 December of William Kempe 
Esq. on his own account eight 
hundred fifty seven rupees, two 
annaes and three pies, 857.2.3, payable 
to Christopher Wywill and Mrs. Arme 
Kempe or their order at 2s.4d. per 
rupee ... ... 100. 0. 0 

On the 30 December of Captain Nathaniel 
Jacobs on his own account five 
htmdred rupees, 500, payable to 
Mr. William Denne or order at 2.4 ... 


58. 6. 8 
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25. On the 5th August Captain Thomas Har^', commander of 
the Princess of Wales, sent in a letter requesting fifteen hundred, 
1500, Current Rupees for the use and expences of his ship which 
we advanced him on his executing two bonds as usual of the same 
tenour and date, one of which with the captain’s request is sent 
in this ship’s packet. 

. 26. Captain William Weston sent in a letter to the Board 
finder date the 19th October requesting six thousand, 6000,. Arcott 
Rupees for the use and expences of the Exeter which we com- 
plied with on his executing the usual bonds, one of which with 
his request is enclosed in this packet. 

27. The same day we sent for Captains Weston and Worth 
and directed them to return such stores as were not expended 
on their late expedition, which they agreeing to we ordered the 
Storekeeper to receive and endorse off their receipts such stores 
as came to his hands, which receipts are forwarded on this packet. 

28. On the 29th October Captain Isaac Worth sent in his 
request for saltpetre to be laden on board the Houghton on 
charteiparty terms which we ordered the Warehouse Keeper 
to comply with and his request for the same goes in that, ship’s 
packet. 

29. Captains Weston and Worth sent in a letter to the Board 
requesting an allowance for their tables during the late ex- 
pedition on which they were ordered. We took the same into 
consideration on the 3rd November and then agreed to referr the 
same to Your Honours. Their request is forwarded in this 
packet. 

30. On the 16th November having stationed the Exeter and 
Oxford for Fort St. David as advised Your Honours per ship 
Warwick, we ordered the Buxey to provide rice sufficient for 
loading those two ships, the musters of which were laid- before 
the Board the 24th following at one inaund ten seer per rupee 
Arcott and it being the best August rice then procurable we 
ordered it to be purchased accordingly. 

31. Captain William Weston in his letter dated the 26th 
November requested a long boat in the room of one which was 
lost in transporting the stores for the military sent on board his 
ship or to make him such allowarice as we should think re^on- 
abie. We then agreed to referr that affair to be decided by 
Honours arid his owners in England, His request is enclose 
in this packet; • 
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On the 9 of John Jackson Esq. on his 
account, one thousand, seven hundred 
and fourteen rupees, four annaes, 
six pies, 1714.4.6, payable to Samuel 
Feake and Thomas Braddyll Esqs. or 
their order at 2.4 ... ... 200. 0. 0 

On the 9 of John Jackson Esq. on his 
account, fifteen thousand, seven 
hundred, seventy four rupees, ten 
annaes and nine pies, 15774.10.9, pay- 
able to Thomas Godfrey Esq. or order 
at 2s.4d. per rupee ... ... 1840. 7. 6 

On the 9 of John Jackson Esq; on. his 
own account, five hundred and 
fourteen rupees, four annaes, and 

six pies, 514.4.6, payable to Messrs. 

William and Euen Campbell or order 

at 2.4 per rupee ... ... £60. 0. 0 

On the 9 of Mr. Jonathan Ranson on his 
own account ten thousand, six hundred 
eighty seven rupees, eight annaes, 
payable to William Davis Esq. or order 
at 2s.4d. ... ... 1246. 17. 6 

263. The whole amount of sums paid in at two shillings and 
four pence per rupee is twenty six thousand and fifty five 
pounds sterling fifteen shilling? =nd five pence three farthings, 
26055.15.5i 

264. We have likewise received the following sums at two 
shillings and two pence per rupee from the following accounts 
viz.. 

On the 17 December of Messrs Samuel 
Court and William Young account 
Richard Eyre Esq. four thousand, 
seven hundred, forty five rupees, 
thirteen annaes and six pies, 4745.13.6, 
payable to Richard Eyre Esq. or order 
at 2s. 2d. per rupee ... ... 514. 2. 7J 

On the 21 December of John Jackson Esq. 
account the estate of Mr. Bevil 
Cruttenden. three thousand, four 
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52. The same day by the Margaret brigantine we received a 
letter from Mr. John Andrews, Resident at Ganjam, dated the 
22nd December advising that he had laden on that vessel twenty 
four, 24, bales of salampores agreeable to the invoice which came 
enclosed. 

53. We at the same time ordered the Warehouse Keeper to 
land the bales from the Houghton in order to be surveyed and 
repacked and to proceed in lading her with saltpetre and 
bales. 

54. The 8th instant Captain. Worth having sent in a letter 
requesting six hundred, 600, baggs of saltpetre we complyed 
therewith, reserving to ourselves the power of turning it into 
whole freight. His request for the same goes in the respective 
packet of his ship. 

55. Mr. Archibald Sterling for John Jackson Esq. requesting 
an order for Captain Isaac Worth and Thomas Harry to receive 
the following bulees of diamonds on board their respective ships 
we complied therewith being 

Per Princess of Wales 

I bulee coasigvied to Messrs. Henri' and Peter 
Miuhnan and Joseph Salomons. Value . looo 
I bulee consigned to Thomas Waters Esq. 

Value 

Per Houghton 

I bulee consigned to Messrs Henry and Peter 
Miulmaa and Joseph Salomons. Value 1106 '2 *49 
i bulee consigned to Thomas Waters Esq. 

Value .... • • 1530 

% 

Secondly, concerning goods from Eiirope and from one part 
of India to he disposed of in another. 

56. We are now to advise Your Honours, of the particulars of 
our transactions under this head and to reply to yom commands 
thereon by this year’s shipping. 

57’ After the dispatch of Your Honours’ ships we on the 2nd 
of March ordered Messrs. Sheldrake and Bellamy to reassume 
their enquiries into the deficiencies of the import warehouse. 
Accordingly on the '1th following they laid before us the fair 
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prepare the Medway to send home and hoped to have her ready 
by the latter end of December or beginning of January and if 
we thought proper to send any ships to Europe he desired they 
might bo oixiorcd down- to Fort St. David, but could not be fully 
determined till he was joined by a reinforcement and received 
his letters from the admiralty. Thereupon we agreed that the 
Warwicko as being most in readiness to be laden and finding 
we should have bales of different sortments sufficient to dispatch 
Iter by that time, should proceed to St. Davids of which we ac- 
quainted Captain Ward. 

270. On the 1st December Captain Ward sent in a request 
for two thousand, 2000, bags of saltpetre to be laden on board, 
which wo complied with, reserving to ourselves the power of 
tuminc it into whole freicht if we should hereafter have occasion 
and Captain Ward’s request for the same comes in the packett. 

271. On the 15lh following we sent for Captain Edward Ward 
and acquainted him that we had about four tons of turmerick 
and tendered it to him on charterparty terms to be shot loose in 
the hold, which he accepting of. we ordered the Warehouse- 
Ueenor to lade it on board. 

272. We on the 18th again took into consideration whether it 
was most advisoable to send the ship Warwicke to Fort St. David 
to proceed for Europe under convoy or to detain her to go from 
hence with the others of Your Honours’ ships and having 
maturely considered thereof, we thought proper to dispatch her 
to Europe via Fort St. David under such convoy as the 
commodore could give there, as it might be a means of getting 
her cargo earlier and safer, as also advices both from hence and 
the Coast to Your Honours. We therefore agreed that the 
President should advise the commodore of this our resolution 
and at the samelimc wrote to the gentlemen at Fort St. David 
to prepare any advices they may think necessary to go by her. 

273. On the 28th December the Export Warehousekeeper ac- 
quainted the Board that he had shipped off fourteen hundred and 
sixty one, 1461. bales to the Warwicke and there being then 
eighty seven. 87, tons wanting to compleat her tonage which 
would require upwards of four hundred, 400, bales, we judge it 
proper to turn so much of her requested peter into whole 
freight. 

274. The same day Captain Ward sent in a letter requesting 
fifteen thousand, 15000, Arcot Rupees for the use and expences 
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rupees five annas and six- pie, 40-5-6, per maund. The difference 
being six rupees thirteen annas and six pie, 6-13-6, per maund on 
maunds three thousand two hundred and sixty four two seer, 
3264-2, amounts to rupees twenty two thousand three hundred 
forty one eleven annas and six pie, 22341-11-6, which we humbly 
referr to Your Honours’ determination. 

61. In, our Consultation of the 20th July Your Honours will 
observe the recovering of debts due from several persons to the 
banians was attended with difficulties which they attributed 
to their close confinement. We thought proper to deliver them 
over to the black Jemindar in the day time to assist them therein. 

,62. The committee having acquainted the Board the 23rd 
July that .they had examined the account of Collichurn Sircar 
with Ramrambesswass and Kissenchundsoor and iound the 
difference of two thousand four hundred seventy rupees four 
annas and three pie, 2470-4-3, which Collichurn Sircar offered 
to prove the pajroent of the next day, but Mr. Sheldrake’s indis- 
position putting a stop to the proceedings of the committee we 
on the. 31st, August joined Mr. Robert Eyre with Mr. Bellamy 
oh,tha,t service and. on the 3rd September Collichurn Sircar was 
called upon ,to bring his witnesses to prove the payment of his 
ballance which being unable to produce we ordered him into the 
custody of - the Zemindar till he made good that sum. . 

' 63. On the 5th September Mr. William Kempe, Zemindar, 
acquainted us that Collichurn Sircar was not in cash,t6 pay 
his debt to the Company but that he offered to make over his-. 
effects .to a lar^e amount and sign an obligation payable to 
. the end of January on condition of his being set at liberty 
which we agreed to as judging it most for Your Honours’ in- 
terest. 

64. The same day as the time' was' elapsed which the ware* 
house banians had fixed for the sale of their effects, we ordered 
them to be sold* the Fryday following at publick outcry but the 
sale of the houses to be deferred, till we could learn the real 
value of it. The account sales of their effects was broiight in 
the 21st following and is entered after that day’s Consultation. 

65. The committee on the 9th November delivered us a letter 
and laid before the Board their proceedings referring the same 
to ud for Our sentiments thereon. They likewise inf orme 
us that every thing belonging to the. banians was dispose o 
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of Your Honours’ covenanted servants down to 
Ingellee to wait the arrival of ships Caesar and East- 
coCirt to bring up their packetts with which he return- 
ed yesterday. Your Honours’ commands therein we 
found to be the same as those formerly received by 
the Lapwing and Oxford. 

277. On the 31st December Captain Edward Ward sent in a 
letter, advising that the time limited by charterparty for the 
ship Warwick’s sailing expired the 30th day of January. His 
letter is enclosed in the packett. 

278. On this ship Warwick we have laden sundry goods and 
merchandize which goes consigned to Your Honours as per 
invoice and bill of lading enclosed amounting to Current Rupees 
seven hundred sixty one thousand, three hundred and one 
annae. 761300.1. 

279. Mr. Humphry Bellamy who dispatches this ship from 
Ingellee will advise your Honours with her draught of water 
and what else he may find necessary from thence. 

280. We wish her a safe and speedy passage to Your Honours 
and are with the utmost respect. 

May it please Your Honours 

Yoxir most faithfull and most 
obedient humble servants, 

John Forster /A. Dawson/Humffreys Bellamy /W. Kempe. 
Port William, 

10 January, 1747/48. 

(Ref. — ^Bengal letters from the Coast and Bay, 1747-48, Vol. 13. 

Paragraphs 225 — 27 published in Wilson’s Old Fort William, 
Vol. I, p. 201.) 
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Shipping details — little sale of copper — Seth Mahtdb Rat’s 
refvsal to transact hiLsiness of the mint with the Company-^ 
Maratha incursions hinder trade — arrest of Shaikh Farhat XJlldh 

125 Dir. of Arch. 
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70. On the 15th February we took into consideration the 
41st paragraph of Your Honours’ orders by ship Princess of 
Wales wherein you are pleased to require our opinions con- 
cerning the office of broker. Our several judgments passed 
thereon will appear in that day’s Consultation to which we beg 
leave to refeir. 

71. In the course of our Consultation Your Honours will 
obseiwe that when your bullion and woolen goods were landed 
Ironi the several ships we ordered the same to. be surveyed 
and the reports thereof have been duly brought in and entered, 
and the several damages that appeared upon surveying the 
captains 'have accounted for. ' 

72. The foreign silver, coral, emeralds, bugles and other 
articles licensed upon Your Honours’ ships have been delivered 
here by the several commanders agreeable to the manifest sent 
therewith. 

73. As we were offered the same price for five chests of 
bullion here as Jugulseat’s House gave for it, which was two 
hundred and three, 203, Sicca Rupees for two hundred and 
forty Sicca weight, we on the 11th April ordered it to be weighed 
off and delivered, the amount being paid into Your Honours’ 
treasury. 

74. The Import Warehouse Keeper informing us on the 11th 
April that there were seven pipes of Madeira wine bought at 
the sales in November 1746 and six. at the sales in January 
following remaining- in the warehouse uncleared and the time 
being elapsed, we. agreed that they should be put at sale the 
30th of that month unless cleared out in the interim. It was 
accordingly put up and the account sale brought in the 12th 
May and is entered after that day’s Consultation when we 
ordereS the Accomptant to lay before us the difference between 
that and the former sales which he complied with on the 16th 
and the difference appearing to be five' hundred sixty six rupees 
eight annas, 566-8. the Warehouse Keeper had our orders to 
demand the same of the former purchasers. 

75. On the 29th April as we had a large quantity of Your 
Honours’ copper remaining on hand, which we .tryed at outcry 
‘the beginning of that month when no more went off than one 
hundred and twenty, 120, maunds, though .put up .at thirty five 
rupees. We then wrote to the gentleiheh at Bombay to know 1 
they ”^uld help us off with any quantity of that article as 1 
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7. As Vour Honours in the 9lh and 46th paragraph of your 
commands per ship Princess of Wales were pleased to take notice 
of the charges and expcnccs of your sloops, on the 16lh March 
the Master Attendant was sent for and acquainted therewith 
and his reasons in writing were demanded for the same. Copies 
of the said paragraphs were sent him for that purpose and his 
reasons arc entered after Consultation of the 10th August. Your 
Honours may depend upon us that we shall never knowingly 
sulTer any embezzlements, overcharges, impositions or neglect 
in this branch of your e.xpences. We annually contract with the 
Master Attendant and no stores are sent on board your sloops 
but what he mdents for agreeable to your former orders and in 
order to lighten the expenccs as much as possible Your Honours’ 
sloops are employed in loading and unloading your ships as often 
ns they arc di.sengagcd from duty in the Road and attendance on 
your outward bound ships. 

• 

8. On the 9th April and again on the 9th November being 
the proper .season.^ for surveying the river the Master Attendant 
and pylots were ordered on that service. Their reports are 
entered after Consultation of the 22nd May and the 26th Decem- 
ber. 

9. Captain Isaac Worth was called upon the 13th April to 
give his reasons for going to Fort St. David after the last of 
August and afterwards for quitting that place contrary to Mr. 
Hinde’s positive ordoi*s to send his packets ashoar. On the 16th 
following he delivered his reasons in writing which are entered 
after that day’s Consultation. 

10. The same day we likewise demanded his reasons for his 
conduct at Bcncoolen as complained of in their letter of the 4th 
February to which he replycd as per Consultation of the 16th 
April to which we beg leave to refer. 

11. On the 27th April the Master Attendant having recom- 
mended Albert Hicks to be made a pylot in the room of Peter 
Evans deceased as a person capable and of good character he 
was entertained as such and again under date the 25th Septem- 
ber William Craggs was appointed a pilot in consequence of the 
Master Attendant’s recommendation. 

12. Captain Thomas Harry having under date the 28th April 
requested red wood on charterparty terms we ordered the Ware- 
house Keeper to comply with his request which comes enclosed 
in this packet. 
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80. On the 18th December the reports of the elephant’s teeth, 
cochineal and iron per ship Exeter were laid before us and are 
entered after that day’s Consultation. There appearing a de- 
ficiency in the cochineal of two quarters five pounds twelve 
ounces, 2 qrs. .51bs. 12oz, and in the iron of twelve hundred 
weight two quarters twenty pounds, 12 cwt. 2qrs, 20 lbs, we sent 
for Captain Weston and demanded payment thereof, which he 
desiring might be referred to be adjusted between Your 
Honours and his owners we agreed thereto as per that day’s 
Consultation. 

81. UpoK the agreeable news of the arriving of Your 
Honours’ shipping we on the 27th December advised our sub- 
ordinates thereof in hopes it would gain them credit with. 
Jugulseat’s House and particularly Cossimbuzar to induce that 
shroff to supply them with money for to carry on their business. 

82. Some of the bullion per Eastcourt being landed on the 
10th January we ordered a survey thereon and being offered 
the same price as Futtichund gives for it to the amount of 
sixteen thousand, 16000, rupees and as we were in want of 
money we ordered the Committee of Treasury to sell to that 
amount. 

83. On the 12th January we wrote to the gentlemen at 
Cossimbuzar to advise us if the way was clear to send up the 
bullion to Jugulseat’s House if they could not prevail on them 
to receive it here, to which they replyed under date the 17th 
of that month that the Seats upon their application gave for 
answer that such part of the debt as was owing to them at the 
respective settlements and we intended to order payment if 
they would receive there, but the business of the mint being at 
a stand and the troubles in the country pleaded their excuse from 
taking any more off our hands, since which Seat Moutabray 
wrote the President a letter which he laid before the Board 
the 8th instant that as he had been always ready to forward the 
Company’s business and take the bullion off their hands he 
v/ould do so now if it was in his power but the late accident 
at Patna has caused such confusion, everyone flying to save his 
life and ho himself having taken leave of the Nabob and crossed 
the great river as also that he had no rupees to supply us with, 
the mint being shut up, desired to be excused doing business 
with the Company till the country is settled. 
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19. Captain Weston by a letter dated the 11th July advised 
the Board that his ship entered into demorage from the date of 
our orders to him to got in readiness to prepare to proceed down 
the river. His letter Your Honours have in this packet. 

20. On the 13th July Captains Weston and Worth sent in their 
indents for sundry stores necessary for their ships on the ex- 
pedition they were then ordered upon, promising at the same 
lime to return such as were not expended on that service, blit 
being sent for and asked if they intended to pay for them they 
desired it might be referred to Your Honom*s to be adjusted with 
their owners in England, both which indents are entered after 
that day’s Consultation. 

21. The same day Captain Worth acquainted us by a letter 
that the demorage of the Houghton commenced from the date of 
our orders to him to get his ship in readiness to proceed down 
the river. His letter is sent Your Honours in the packet per his 
ship. 

22. On the ICth July there being two good teake budgrows 
oiTcred to sale and as wo judged it much better to purchase new 
boats than repair the old ones we ordered the Master Attendant 
to survey them. His report thereof sent in the 20th following 
is entered after that day’s Consultation, upon which it appearing 
to us that the English budgrow was very commodious and proper 
for Your Honours’ service we agreed to purchase for two 
thousand five hundred, 2500, rupees. 

23. Captain Worth applying to us for twenty men as it was 
necessary to compleat his complement we on the 27th July agreed 
to comply with his request and enclosed we send Your Honours 
the Buxey’s account of the expences of the men sent on board 
ships Exeter and Houghton upon their designed expedition into 
Ballasore Road in order to adjust the same with the owners. 

24. Your Honours’ dock being much damaged by the force of 
the late rains insomuch that the foundation on each side was 
forced inwards and the marine godowns in danger of falling, we 
on the 5th August ordered a survey thereon and proposals for 
preserving and repairing it to be laid before us, by the Master 
Attendant, Engineer, Gunner and Carpenter which they sent 
in the 10th following and is entered after that day’s Consultation 
when we ordered their proposals to be complyed with. . ‘ . 
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90. In our Consultations of the 26th December Your Honours 
will please to observe the Export Warehouse Keeper gave in his 
report of saltpetre and turmerick received from Patna which 
was dispatched under the care of Serjant Richards, by Y^hich 
there appearing a deficiency of five baggs we on the 18th of 
January examined the serjants thereon as appears by that day’s 
Consultation and wrote the same day to the gentlemen at Cos- 
simbuzar to. inform us who were the manjees of the boats on 
which the deficiency appeared that we might write to Patna 
concerning it, which they informed us of under date the 26th 
ultimo. 

91. Ramkissenseat and Rossbehaii-yseat sent in a letter to the 
Board on the 26th December pffering to deliver in goods fit for 
Your Honours' use to the amount of four laack of rupees as per 
.lists annexed which are entered after that day’s Consultation, 
which we took into consideration the 14th ultimo and such of 
them as we agreed to take appears upon the face of that day’s 
■Consultation, for which we are to ^llow them interest from the 
1st March ensuing. 

92. As it was late in the season and a great quantity of Cossa- 
jurah goods remaining to be sorted and prized, for which the 
merchants had not brought in their gurrahs agreeable to con- 
tracts occasioned by the Marrattoes falling in among- the gurrah 
aurungs, upon their, assurances that they would comply with 
their contracts we ordered them to be sorted and prized the same 
day. 

93. The gentlemen at Dacca under date the 9th January ex- 
pressed their concern that it would not be in their power to get 
any goods ready to go by the shipping to be dispatched home 
this season, notwithstanding that we had directed the gentlemen 
at Cossimbuzar to endeavour to get them a supply of fifty 
thousand, 50000. rupees. 


94. Omichund on the 18th February having delivered in to the 
amount of upwards of four laack of rupees in ready money goods 
and having a great quantity ready for prizing applyed to us for 
some money in part payment, upon which we ordered the Com- 
mittee of Treasury to deliver him ten chests of bullion at two 
hundred and one, 201, Sicca Rupees for two hundred and forty, 
240, Sicca weight. 
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32. The gentlemen at Fort St. David , under dates the 13th 
and 15th October having advised us that there was a deficiency 
of rice, wheat, cartridge, paper, saltpetre and twine per ship 
Pi'incess of Wales on the 1st December we sent for Captain 
Harry and desired him to account for the same. He then re- 
quested leave to deliver in his answer in writing which is entered 
after Consultation of the 11th December and therein having, 
desired the same to be referred home to be adjusted between. 
Your Honours and his owners we agreed thereto. 

33. Captain Thomas Hai'ry on the 10th December having, 
requested two thousand, 2000, baggs of saltpetre to be laden on. 
board his ship the Princess of Wales on charterparty terms we- 
ordered the Warehouse Keeper to comply therewith, reserving: 
to ourselves the power of turning it into whole freight if we- 
should hereafter have occasion. Captain Harry’s request is. 
sent in the packet by his ship. 

34. On the 7th December Captain Thomas StevenS having 
requested five thousand, 5000, Arcott Rupees for the use and ex- 
pences of his ship Oxford we advanced him that sum on his 
executing the usual bonds, one of which with his request comes 
enclosed. 

35. The same day Mr. Haman, Agent Victualler to the- 
squadron, sent in a letter to the Board requesting us to lade- 
sundry stores and provisions on board the Oxford and Exeter 
for the use of His Majesty’s squadron which we thought proper- 
to comply with as the commodore had wrote to the President, 
for to supply him with all the tonnage we could spare and. 
directed Captains Stevens and Weston to receive them cn : 
board. 

36. On the 15th December Captain Worth having requested- 
six thousand, 6000, Arcott Rupees for the use and expences of' 
the Houghton we complied therewith upon his executing the • 
usual bonds, one of which with his request is sent in his packet. . 

37. Under date the 15th December we wrote to the gentlemen -. 
at Vizagapatam per ship Houghton and desired them to dispatch 
her to Ingeram to take in the bales there and then return her to - 
us as soon as possible in order to be dispatched home this season. 
We also advised them of having laden on her iron and gunpowder * 
for the use of that factory agreeable to their request under date- 
the 14th October. 
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100. The same day we sent for our merchants and offered, 
them bullion in part of what was due to them on their con- 
tract for ready money goods anno and 1746 as Jugulseat’s 
House would not purchase it, to which they replyed they had 
regard to Your Honours’ interest they were willing to take to- 
the amount of two hundred and twelve thousand four hundred 
and fifty one rupees fourteen annas, 21245144, in bullion. We- 
thereupon ordered the Committee of Treasury to deliver it to 
them at two hundred and one Sicca Rupees for two hundred, 
and forty Sicca weight. 

101. Our merchants having brought in two new sortments- 
of cloth viz., 

* 

Cossaes Boualea* 20 and 1 yds. ... 45 peices-- 

Cossaes Busna® 40 and 2 Co. ... 25 

we have prized the same and send them for Your Honours” 
inspection. They tell us that the cossaes Bussna used to be sent, 
home in great quantitys by the French. 

102. The same day the President having received a letter 
from Mr. Edward Eyles advising him that by a lucky accident, 
he had met with boats sufficient to bring away all the goods, 
and that he should dispatch them on the 13th instant, we counter- 
ordered all the boats that were designed for that purpose. 

Fourthly, concerning trade oj India and therein any transactions- 
with the country Government. 


103. In our address to Your Honours per ship Warwick we* 
gave you an accoimt of the most material occurrences under 
this head and shall now proceed on what was then omitted. 


104. The Morrattas have continued in and about Ballasore* 
the whole season as Your Honours will observe by the severa . 
letters received from thence, which has in^ a great measure 
prevented the currency of trade and occasioned a scarci y o 
all sorts of grain, the country people Aying from their a x- 
tations upon every trifling rumour of their entnng mo 
province. ‘They are now dispersed in large partys from a ou - 
Muxadavad to Budwan and all. the .western country. 
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home three of them with the aid of about one hundred, 100, tonns 
of saltpetre to be laden on each ship. We therefore ordered the 
Caesar to be unloaded and Captain Court was ordered to get her 
in readiness as fast as possible. 

46. Mr. Bellamy being returned from Ingellie on the 18th 
Januarj' reported to us the dispatch of ship Warwick from thence 
on the 13th at which time she drew seventeen foot nine inches 
water forward and eighteen foot abaft. 

47. Captain Matthew Court having under date the 20th 
January requested two thousand, 2000, baggs of saltpetre on 
charter party terms which we ordered the Warehouse Keeper 
to comply with, reserving to ourselves the power of turning it 
into whole freight if we should hereafter esteem it necessary, 
to which the Captain consented and his request is enclosed in 
the packet of that ship. At the same time we ordered the 
Warehouse Keeper to lade red wood on board agreeable to 
charter party. 

48. On the 29th January the Eastcourt, Captain Benson, lay- 
ing on hand and as we could not dispose of her with any advant- 
age to Your Honours, we thought it most adviseable to order his 
ship up before the fort as a defence to the settlement, there being 
a likelihood of a revolution in the country as also against the 
French, should they make any attempts. 

49. On the 26th January Your Honours’ sloop the Mermaid 
imported here from Vizagapatam. By her we received a letter 
from the Chief and Council there dated the 21st December en- 
closing an account of her charges amounting to Arcott Rupees 
one thousand two hundred and seventeen two annaes and nine 
pies, 1217-2-9, and on the 29th we ordered the master of her to 
deliver her over to the care of the Deputy Master Attendant. 

50. The same day we ordered the master, Europeans and 
lascars to be returned on the Northesk one of our country ships 
then bound to Suratt. 

51. By Your Honours’ ship the Houghton which imported 
here the 5th February last from Vizagapatam we received letters 
from Messrs. Thomas Saunders, Resident at Ingeram, and 
Richard Prince, Chief and Coimcil at Vizagapatam under dates 
the 28th December and 14th January advising of their having 
laden on board her five hundred sixty seven, 567, bales as per 
invoice which they enclosed us 
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sent for their vacqueels and informed them he had received 
certain advice that Sumshee Caune had assassinated the Subah 
of Patna® into whose service he had lately entered with a body 
of twelve thousand, 12000, Pattans, , that Hadjee Hamet was a 
prisoner and it was not to be doubted but that the next step- 
will be an endeavolar to make a conquest' of this kingdom, part 
of his forces being already advanced, as is said, as far as Mun- 
geer, that the Nabob -is greatly distressed for money and men- 
tioned to their vacqueels the supplying him with a certain sum 
to be repaid in Calcutta, which they evaded by answering that 
at present we were quite destitute of cash. 

110. Again under date of the 31st of that month they advise 
the Nabob still continues encamped near Muxadavad and hath 
increased his force considerably but his intentions are not 
known nor can they learn from the Durbar the least news 
of what may have happened at Patna since the first advices 
that there are many straggling bodies of forces about the 
country under no kind of government, plundering daily. 

111. In our Consultation of the 8th instant Your Honours 
will observe a letter received from the gentlemen of Dacca 
under date of the 29th ultimo advising of the late revolution 
at Patna, as also a letter from the gentlemen at Patna under 
date the 14th of that month to the same purpiose. 

112. On the 29th January we ordered the cotton per Mer- 
maid sloop to be landed, which being surveyed the report was 
brought in the 1st instant and entered after that day’s Con- 
sultation. At the same time we ordered ten bales thereof for 
the use of the export warehouse and the remainder to be sold 
the 12th following, as per account sales brought iu the 15tb 
instant and entered after that Consultation. 

Fifthly, concerning buildings and revenues. 

113. Having given Your Honours a full account of our pro- 
ceedings in regard to strengthening our fortifications in our 
address per ship Warwick we shall now proceed to lay before 
Y'our Honours the state of your revenues for the last year. 

114. Mr. Humphry Bellamy, Zemindar, on the 9th of March 
laid before us the account revenues for the months of Novembei 
and December, the nett amount thereof being paid into Your 
Honours’ treasury as per that day’s Consultation. At the same 
lime he gave his reasons for their being considerably less than 
formerly which was occasioned partly by the extraordinary 
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iiuhutos book of their whole proceedings to that time by which 
it appeared that the merchants had severally cleared out their 
goods and paid for them, which money Kissenchundsoor acknow- 
ledged to have received and applied to his own use and upon 
examining Ramrambesswass and the said Kissenchundsoor in 
what manner they had disposed of Your Honours’ money and 
how they proposed to reimburse the same they evaded coming 
to an explanation. Therefore the committee thought proper to 
referr this affair to us before they proceeded any further. Our 
proceedings thereon Your Honours will perceive in that day’s 
Consultation. 

58. The committee gave in their report the 13th of March of 
an account current delivered them by Ruttirampodar, the Com- 
pany’s shroff, between him and Kissenchundsoor which we took 
into consideration the 20th following and our resolutions thereon 
Your Honours will observe in that day’s Consultation. 

59. The next day the committee laid before us their minutes 
of the 18th of that month wherein was contained their enquiry 
into the account current of Ruttirampodar with Ramrambes- 
swass, the ballance of which the 30th April 1745 is three thousand 
and thirty four Current Rupees fifteen annas and nine pie, 
3034-15-9. Having examined into this affair and being unable to 
settle our judgments by what the parties on both sides alledge 
and the account between them containing transactions of many 
years and kept in the Bengali language, we thought proper to 
order Diaram Tagoor, Condoo Gosaul and Jonkeram to examine 
into those accounts depending and give us the true state of them 
which they complyed with the 25th following and Your Honours 
have the same at large with our proceedings thereon in that 
day’s Consultation. 

60. On the 10th July the Import Warehouse Keeper sent in 
a letter to the Board relating to the different sortments of copper 
found in Your Honours’ warehouse on examining the ballance, 
which is entered after that day’s Consultation. The next day 
we took his letter into consideration. Our resolution thereon is 
therein set forth at large whereby you will please to observe we 
have directed a separate head thereof in your books. This 
copper was sold on the 29th of July and the account sale brought 
in the 10th of August following and entered after that day’s 
Consultation. The coarse copper in a medium went at thirty 
three rupees eight annas, 33-8, per maund and the fine at fourty 
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■These families chiefly composed of caulkers, weavers, peons 
•etc., and the revenues thereof collected the first year being 1746 
was rupees seven hundred fifty five rupees thirteen annas and 
three pie, 755-13-3 as will appear by the account revenues of 
•that year and from that April to the last October 1747 it 
amounted to six hundred eighty seven rupees nine annas, 687-9, 
nnd we are in hopes hereafter to make larger additions as well 
in the number of inhabitants as likewise the revenues of the 
place, which we hope will meet Your Honours’ approval. 

119. In the box of books herewith sent Your Honours have 
the account revenues from October 1746 to October 1747; also 
-an account of the loss and gain in the zemindary for three years 
past, in which Your Honours will observe an encrease for the 
Jast six months of Current Rupees one thousand two hundred 
.eighty six and six annas, 1286-6. 

.Sixthly, concerning servants, factors, writers, officers and their 

accompts. 

120. On the 3rd March Your Honours will observe that as 
IMr. Thomas Cooke in compliance with your commands was 
•dismissed from all employs in your service and as he had been 
-a most diligent and useful person to us for a long time past, 
particularly when our Secretary was disabled from attending 
iiis office by a long sickness as also on many other occasions, 
we agreed the President should present him with five hundred, 
500, Madrass Rupees as an acknowledgment of his extraordinary 
.services. 

121. On the 16th April the President acquainted the Board 
that he had thought proper to conferr lieutenant’s commissions 
on Ensigns Male, Pearson and Saimderson and on the 3rd 
•September to give ensign’s commissions to Serjants McKeion 
-and Bishop. 

122. Mr. Thomas Miles who was sent up as assistant to the 
‘Supervisors at Patna we on the 6th June appointed to remain 
upon that establishment but being in an ill state of health he 
;had our permission to quit that factory and soon after his re- 
turn to the place he on the 1st February sent in a petition to 
the Board desiring our leave to resign Your Honours’ service 
-and retmn to Europe for the recovery of his health which, with 
-the doctor’s certificate that it was necessary for him to reto 
•to his native country to restore his health, is . entered after 
-that day’s Consultation. 
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except Ramrambesswass’ house and a few women’s jewels 
which we ordered to be sold on Saturday the 28th following. 
The account sales thereof was brought in and entered after the 
Consultation of the 30th November. 

66. On the 19th November the committee having referred 
three articles to our consideration we examined into the same 
the 1st December following. Our proceedings and decision 
thereon Your Honoum will see at large in that day’s Con- 
sultation. 

67. Mr. Wadham Brooke being arrived from Cossimbuzar 
in consequence of our directions to him for that purpose on the 
5th February we agreed to examine into the state of the defi- 
ciencys and to settle and adjust them and accordingly ordered 
the banians and others concerned to attend the Board the 
Monday following but the ill state of health of Ramrambess- 
wass and Kissenchundsoor obliged us to deferr proceedings 
thereon till the day following when we entered upon the 
examination into the affair of the broad cloth referred to us 
by the committee of enquiry. How far we then proceeded 
Your Honoure have at large in that day’s Consultation but there 
being an account current then laid before us between Omichund 
and Ramrambesswass which Kissenchundsoor said he drew 
out of the books, we ordered the same to be translated and laid 
before us the next day which was accordingly complyed with 
and the same with the minutes of our proceedings the day be- 
fore being read and duly considered of, the opinion of the 
Board was required thereon as per that day’s Consultation, 
when the majority were of opinion that Omichund should make 
good the amount of what it sold for at outcry when purchased 
and orders were given that his account should be debite( 3 [ there- 
with. 

68. On the 15th instant we took into consideration how Your 
Honours were to be reimbursed the deficiencys in the ware- 
house and our several opinions are entered at large upon that 
day’s Consultation to which we beg leave to referr. 

69. In this ffecket we send Your Honours an account of what 
has been already received into your treasury account those 
deficiencies, and what is to be received from the sales that have 
been made of the banians’ effects, and we are in hopes of re- 
covering several other sums on their accotmts. 
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128. On the 22nd December Mr. John Jackson delivered 
in a . letter to the Board requesting our permission to go to the 
Cormaridell coast to settle his affairs which we permitted as 
per that day's Constitution and the 7th following he according- 
ly proceeded on his voyage. 

129. In our address per ship Warwick upon Captain Command- 
ant Holcombe’s resigning his commission, we acquainted Your 
Honours that we had appointed Captain Robert Hamilton to 
succeed him. We now, take the liberty to mention him to Your 
Honours again as an experienced officer who has long served 
Your Honours with great diligence and fidelity and is a person of 
whose behaviour we much approve. 

Seventhly, touching accompis. 

130., The Accomptant laid before the Board the account earn- 
ings of Your Honours’ sloops to the 30th April last with their 
several open accounts current which having been carefully exa- 
mined and the Master Attendant consulted in regard to the then 
value of each your sloops, the difference was ordered to be wrote 
off to profit and loss and the accounts closed and entered after 
that day’s Consultation. 

131. On the 1st instant the Sub-Accomptant laid before us the 

profit and loss article as the same arises on the different heads in 
the general books which being examined we ordered the debit 
side thereof to be entered after that Consultation. ^ 

132. The same day we wrote to the gentlemen at Bombay and 
desired them to recover of the executors of Captain Gentleman 
deceased the difference arising on the sale of Madeira wine pur- 
chased at our sales which he did not clear out, . amounting to 
seventy, two, 72, rupees and bring the same to Your Honours’ 
credit. 

133. The gentlemen at Jugdea under date the 18th ultimo 
enclosed us the state of their factory to the last of December and 
at the same time advised that nothing was brought to account ot 
the delolls’ old debt, who being pressed to comply therewith they 
declared their inability to perfonh it as Your Honours had but a 
small investment there this season they had barely a subsistence 
for their families, besides being obliged to pay off some other 
old debts as well as making good the ten thousand, 19000, rupees 
last year. 

134. The same day we received by the Houghton copys of the 
Vizagapatam and Ingeram books and other papers and accounts 
to be forwarded in the box of books. 
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would be of great sei*vice to Your Honours, to which they under 
date the 17th July replyed to, that though the price for that com- 
modity had been low there, yet they judged four thousand, 4000, 
Suratt maunds might be disposed of to pretty good advantage, 
but by our late advices from thence that it was unsafe to send 
any of your ships to that coast we did not think it adviseable to 
risque it. 

76. Under date the 19th May we wrote to the gentlemen at 
Patna to advise us what quantity of broad cloth and copper they 
could dispose of there, to which they replyed under date the 
10th June when they enclosed their indent. 

77. In reply to the 15th paragraph of Your Honours’ com- 
mands per Princess of Wales to inform you whether your 
copper will again find a vend here and to give our reasons why 
it does not go off, we are now to advise that all your copper 
sold at outcry though at a very low price but very little of it is 
cleared out, for which several reasons may be assigned as the 
great scarcity of money, the Morrattoes being in the country 
the merchants do not transport any quantity of good out of this 
place as formerly and the Nabob daily taking money from the 
jemindars who extort it again from the subjects who by this 
means are so impoverished that they cannot afford to buy copper 
utensils as formerly but are even forced to sell their old ones. 
The quantity of copper we have now indented for is as much 
as we can reasonably think will go off in these times but if the 
troubles in the country should cease we apprehend a much 
larger quantity may be disposed of, 

78. Such of Your Honours’ woolen goods and stores as were 
damaged we put up at outcry the 9th May, 27th June and 28th 
November as per account sales entered after our Consultation 
of the 12th May, 1st June and 1st December. 

79. Your Honours will observe in the course of our Con- 
sultation that several interest notes were deposited in your 
treasury for the clearing out of woolen goods, copper etc., 
purchased at your sales which we admitted of, judging it to be 
the best method of easing the growing interest and the scarcity 
of money for this whole year past laying us under a necessity 
of complying with the merchants’ request in this . particular, 
by which means we have been able to clear out a large quan- 
tity of goods which otherwise must have remained in your 
godowns. 

\ 
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commanding officers will receive neither bales or chests that have 
the least appearance of damage or any such marks upon them 
as abovementioned, being always so cautious as to return back 
upon our hands all goods that have not a fair appearance on the 
outside. Moreover had the number of pieces said to be wanting 
in those bales and chests been plundered in our godowns or in 
those of the subordinates, the package must have appeared loose 
and so much less than other bales and chests of the same sort- 
ment of goods that they would have been too remarkable to have 
•escaped observation before they were received into Your Honours’ 
ships. We assure Your Honours the strictest care is taken to 
prevent any abuses of this kind. The persons employed in your 
•export warehouse are very old servants and such as have hitherto 
proved themselves faithfull and honest. 

138. We are now to advise Your Honours what sums have 
been received into your cash for bills of exchange payable ninety 
days after sight as usual and first of those paid in by Your 
Honours’ covenanted servants at two shillings and four pence, 2.4, 
per rupee, who have been sworn that the money so paid in is on 
the account undermentioned. 


On the 9th January pf Mr. Jonathan 
Ranson on his own account ten 
thousand six hundred and eighty 
seven rupees eight annas, 10687-8, pay- 
able to William Davis Esq. or order at 
2s. 4d. is 

On the 20th January of Messrs. Fytche 
and Burrow account Mr. Nicholas 
Clerembault six hundred forty two 
rupees thirteen annas and nine pie, 
642-13-9, payable to Mr. Nicholas 
Clerembault or order at 2s. 4d. is 

On the 15th February of Messrs. Fytche 
and Burrow on their own account 
eight hundred twenty eight rupees 
thirteen annas and six pie, 828-13-6, 
payable to Messrs. Gosling and Beimet 
or order 

On the 15th of Messrs. Fytche and Burrow 
account Mr. Richard Prince four hun- 
dred twenty eight rupees nine annas 
and three pie, 428-9-3, payable to Mr. 
Richard Aspinwall or order 


£1246-17-6. 


£75-0-0 

/ 


96-14-0. 


50-0-0. 
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84. On the 29th January as the elephant’s teeth and cochi- 
neal imported here per Exeter would not sell at outcry we 
agreed to freight the same on the Northesk then bound ta 
Suratt and we accordingly consigned it on Your Honours’ 
account to the Chief and Council there advising the gentlemen 
at Bombay hereof. 

85. As we were offered ready money for twelve, 12, chests 
of bullion to be delivered at Cossimbuzar factory we on the 
15th instant agreed to send it up under convoy of an ensign 
and twenty men. 

Thirdly, concerning investment. 

86. We have already given Your Honours a full account of 
this branch of your affairs imder.our management in our address 
per Warwick. We shall now proceed to acquaint you with our 
transactions herein since that time. 

87. On the 22nd December we received a letter from our 
gentlemen at Patna under date the 9th December advising that 
they had finished their investment and that on the 2nd they 
dispatched under the care of Lieutenant George Male thirteen 
thousand seven hundred and sixteen, 13716, maunds of salt- 
petre and eighty six, 86, bales. 

88. On the 20th December we received a letter from Mr. 
Henry Kelsall at Ballasore acknowledging the receipt of that 
factory from Mr. George Heath, likewise twenty two, 22, bales 
of brown cloth which he had delivered to the washermen and 
should do his utmost to get them ready in time for this year’s 
shipping, which under date the 22nd ultimo he advised us were 
washed and in the factory excepting five which he was in hopes 
to have ready by the time a sloop arrived there to bring them 
away. 

89. The gentlemen at Cossimbuzar under date the 22nd 
December which came to hand the 25th of that month advised 
us that they had received a letter from Serjant Seller who had 
the care of the Patna fleet and that he was arrived a little be- 
low Cutwa’ where he had notice of many Morrattoes being 
thereabouts, upon which they sent immediate orders to him to 
proceed with the fleet as far as Hughley if there was occasion 
and then to return with the military to them, leaving the charge 
of the boats to the Jemindar and buxerys. 

125 Dir. of Arch. 
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hundred fifty seven rupees two annas 
and three pie, 257-2-3, payable to Mrs. 
Elizabeth Glover or order 

On the 22nd of William Barwell Esq. on 
his own account seventy eight thou- 
sand two hundred and forty three 
rupees five annas, 78243-5, payable to 
Barwell Smith and Richard Barwell 
Esqrs. or order 

On the of Messrs. John Zephania 

Holwell and Charles Bedford account 
Mr, Jonathan Ranson two hundred and 
fourteen rupees four annas and six 
pie, 214-4-6, payable to Mr. Thomas 
Hill or order 


30-0-0. 


9128-7-9. 


25-0-0. 


The whole amount of sums paid in at two shillings and four 
pence, 2s. 4d. per rupee is £25433.16.10. 


139. We have likewise received the following sums at two 
shillings and two pence 2s. 2d per rupee from the following viz., 


On the 15th February of Messrs. Fytche 
and Burrow account Mr. John Fuller- 
ton two hundred and thirty rupees 
twelve annas and three pie, 230-12-3, 
payable to Messrs. Gosling and Bennet 
or order at 2s. 2d. is 

On the 16th February of Mr. James Ross 
account Mrs. Janett Rannie two hund- 
red seventy six rupees fourteen annas 
and nine pie, 276-14-9, payable to Mrs. 
Jannet Rannie or order at 2s. 2d. is 

On the 16th of Mr. James Ross account 
Francis Jackson Esq. two hundred and 
sixteen rupees, 216, payable to. Francis 
Jackson Esq. or order 

On the 19th of Mr. Christopher Craddock 
on his own account nine hundred 
twenty three rupees one anna , three 
pie, 923-1-3, payable to Mr. John 
Cossamajor or order 


£25-0-0. 


£30-0-0. 


£23-8-0. 


100-0-0. 
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95. In our Consultation of the 20th January Your Honours 
•will observe the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar under date the 14th 
•of that month advised us that their merchants would fall very 
short in their contracts for gurrahs and raw silk and their reasons 
for the same as well as for the badness of the silk, and that .they 
had endeavoured agrepable to our orders to learn what sum the 
Nabob had taken from the Dutch at the time he extorted three 
liundred and fifty thousand, 350000, rupees from us but could get 
no particular account. Only in general it was said that about 
■that time and since he had taken much greater sums from them 
“than from us. 

96. On the 25th January the merchants acquainting us that 
they had some goods laying about Nuddea® which they could not 
bring away as the Morrattaes were plundering about Culna,® 
which we being in want of for the tonnage on hand we ordered a 
:serjant and ten men to convoy them down. 

97. The same day we wrote to the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar 
and directed them to send down to us what goods they had ready 
■as soon as possible. 

98. On the 30th following apprehending the gentlemen at 
■Cossimbuzar could not get away their goods without a convoy 
on account of the troubles in the country we ordered an ensign 
•and thirty private men for that service, of which we then advised 
the gentlemen at that factory, who in a letter of the 31st January 
■assured us they would use their utmost endeavours to procure as 
many goods as possible by the time the party arrived there and 
.as there were no boats to be hired they requested us to supply 
them from hence, to which we replyed the same day that it 
would be impossible to get up boats in time so as to return the 
.goods to be. dispatched by this year’s ships and directed them to 
•exert themselves too in getting boats at Muxadavad, Coosaulpoor 
or elsewhere and to send us down all the bales they could, but 
particularly raw silk. 

99. As there was one hundred and sixty, 160, bales of brown 
<cloth received from the Coast which we had not time to get 
■whitened we on the 19th instant ordered the Warehouse Keeper 
■to lade them on board Your Honours’ ships agreeable to. the 
invoices received from thence, also such of the brown cloth 
received last year from the Coast which we could not get whiten- 
ted for want of a sufficient number of washermen and as it was 
ludged too risquous to send them to other axnrungs. 
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February lltb of the Honourable John 
Forster Esq. accomt Captain WUliam 
Robson Current Rupees 13081-13-9- 

February the 16th of Mr. Janies Ross 

account Captain John Stevens 337-12-6. 


February the 16th of Mr. James Ross 

account Captain Christopher Burrows 224-6-0- 

February the 16th of the Honourable John 
Forster Esq. account the estate of Mr. 

Dudley Rider 2048-7-0- 

The whole amount of certificates received is Current Rupees. 
15692-7-3. 


Supplement. 

142. On the 9th October the gentlemen at Bombay in their 
letter dated the 14th August advise of their having shipped on 
board the Dragon a small parcell of stores for the use of Anjingo 
factory but as she passed that port and the stores may be of 
service to this Presidency they desired we would take them and 
credit their Presidency for the same amounting to Bombay 
Rupees one thousand three hundred forty one, one quarter,, 
fifty one raes,*® 1341.1.51, which we accordingly complyed with. 
In the same letter they advise that Captain Norton in the Wake 
landed four hundred fifty baggs of pease at Tellichery which 
were said to be for the use of the men of war and of which Mr. 
Wake in June last advised Commodore Griffin but he refusing 
to have anything to do with them they desired our directions, 
about them. 

143. On the 21st November following we ordered the Secre- 
tary to write to Mr. Rosewell the late Agent Victualler and 
desired his orders about them, to which he replyed that untill he- 
knew Commodore Griffin’s sentiments thereon to whom he had 
wrote for that purpose he could give no answer with regard to< 
the disposal of them. 

144. The gentlemen at Fort St. David in a letter dated the 
14th October having requested us to mention to Mr. Rosewell 
the necessity of his going up thither to settle some accounte 
relating to the squadron both before and since Mr. Barnet s- 
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105. On tlio 25th June the President received a purwannah 
from the Nabob for delivering up the Cotmahs to his order 
v.'Inch they being translated entered after that day’s Con- 
^;ultation, which we took into consideration the 3rd July follow- 
ing and agreed that the President should write an answer as 
<?nlcrcd upon that days Consultation, to which we beg leave 
to referr a.s having heard nothing further upon this head. 

lOG. A body of the Morrattas situated at Deans Town* having 
been a long time troublesome by stopping the rice boats com- 
ing to our markets, forty of which were under their embargo, 
which occasioning almost a famine in this settlement we on the 
12th October ordered Captain Fenwick to proceed down the 
river to head the men who wore at that time returning from 
ships Exeter and Houghton with directions to clear all boats 
with our duslucks, which sendee he having performed we on 
the 21st of that month ordered him to return. 

107. The gentlemen at Cossimbuzar under date the 11th 
November advised us that one Shake Faraut Toola who went by 
the Nabob’s order to bring rice from below to Hughley com- 
plained that he was seized on by a party of soldiers and plun- 
dered of his necessaries and was afterwards carried to Calcutta, 
where being confined sometime he was at last set at liberty 
without obtaining any redress and many aggravating cir- 
cumstances to which we replyed under date the 17th that he was 
seized upon by mistake and the people of the villages about 
Rangafoulla* had declared him to be a Morrattoe as having 
■slopped several rice boats whereupon he was brought up 
hither but as soon as we knew him to be an officer of the 
Nabob’s he was set at liberty, civily treated and everything 
taken from him returned, as they would observe by the enclosed 
4icknowledgment wrote by himself and the Cauzee’s seal affixed 
thereto. 

108. The 16lh November the Import Warehouse Keeper de- 
livered in his report of ten bales of cotton landed here from 
ship Warwick, which the Expprt Warehouse Keeper being in 
want of for the use of his warehouse we ordered the same to 
be delivered him. The report thereof is entered after that 
day’s Consultation. 

109. The gentlemen of Cossimbuzar in their letter under date 
of the 22nd January advise that early that m(irning the Nabob 
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14&. The same day Your Honours’ sloop the Bonetta imported’ 
here from the Coast and last from Ballasore where she took im 
twenty two bales, 22, of sannas as per Mr, Henry Kelsall’s letter 
of the 9th February. 

150, Pinatz, one of our pilots, who was sent down to take- 
charge of the Houghton to carry her from Rogue’s River “ to- 
Ingellie, returned the 12th instant and informed us it was im- 
possible to move her, she being in no readiness ’till the next 
neeps which would fall out the 22nd. As this will be too. late- 
for her to be dispatched within the month we shall ■ protest, 
against the captain if he is not ready to sail in charter party 
time. . We at the same time ordered- the • Export Warehouse- 
Keeper to compleat the lading of the other two ships with .all 
expedition. 

151, The same time being in great want of mdney we wrote- 
to the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar to send us down fifty thousand, 
50000, Sicca Rupees out of the money the shroffs were to pay 
into their factory, account of the expected bills of exchange frohr 
Bombay. 

152, On the 16th instant the Warehouse Keeper delivered in. 
his report of the lead received from ship Princess of Wales, by 
which there appearing to be a deficiency of five maunds thirty 
one seer four chetah, 5-31-4, we sent for Captain Harry and 
directed him to account for the same, which he desiring to be- 
referred to be adjusted by Your Honours and his owners we- 
agreed thereto. 

153, The same day we took into consideration the Patna; 
affairs and the question was put whether we ought not to with- 
draw that factory agreeable to Your Honours’ orders. Our- 
several opinions are entered at large upon that day’s Consulta- 
tion, when the majority being of opinion it ought to be with- 
drawn, we sent orders to the gentlemen there for that purpose 
and advised the Directore and Council of Hughley of this our- 
resolution and desired them to deliver us our proportion of petre 
at Hughley during the term of our contract with them in conse- 
quence of their letter of the 5th October N S. 

154, The 19 th instant the Try all snow. Captain Taylor com- 
mander, imported here. By her we received Your Honours’ com- 
mands under date the 24th July wherein you are pleased to- 
dismiss Messrs. Sheldrake and Eyre from Council. Mr. Eyre.* 
thereupon accordingly withdrew. 
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expence of buxerys, ponsways etc., which we were under a 
necessity of entertaining in these troublesome times and partly 
by a loss on cowries which fell considerably in value by a 
great quantity being imported. * ' 

115. On the 24th November Mr. William Kempe, Zemindar, 
acquainted the- Board that the buyers (sic) were so bad in the 
rainy season that the country -people deserted them and as 
the expence of repairing them was calculated at about one 
thousand, 1000, rupees, we ordered him to perform that service. 

116. Under date the 1st December we directed the gentlemen 
at Dacca to lessen their expences in every branch where it was 
possible to be done and in particular positively forbid any 
expences in building either in town or at Feizgong® which they in 
a letter dated the 19th of that month promised to comply with. 

117. In obedience to the 30th paragraph of your commands 
per Princess of Wales directing us to tax all the merchants 
both black and white in order to make a contribution for the 
heavy expence Your Honours had been at three years before, we 
on the 20th ultimo took the same into consideration and before 
looking back to find what -had been formerly done with regard 
thereto, we obseiwed that Your Honours had been fully advised 
of the steps that had been taken and the opinion of the Board 
thereon in the 85th and 86th paragraphs of the letter per Wager, 
and as the objections against levying money on the inhabitants 
are stronger at present than at that time from the situation of 

^affairs, dearness of provisions and scarcity of money we humbly 
beg leave to referr to those paragraphs. 

118. Having always in view how to promote Your Honours*^ 
interest and advantage in the branch of your revenues and 
having received information that a spot of ground in extent one 
hundred fifty five, 155, beagres and five cottahs laying and 
situated to the eastward of Calcutta about a league distance 
from it and, after a very strict search made among the neigh- 
bouring zemindars, finding that it formerly belonged to the 
districts of this place and after many arguments and debates 
having convinced the zemindars and other proprietors of Your 
Honours’ title to this spot of ground, they did at length entirely 
give up their claims, upon which we set up Your Honours’ flag 
and erected a cutcheree there. We have also set up a buzar 
and market and named the place John Nagore which is now 
inhabited by three hundred sixty seven, 367, families or houses- 
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159. Captain Taylor,- the master of the Tryall snow, informs 
.us that he parted with Your Honours’ ships the Prince William, 
•True Briton, Porto Bello and Swallow snow in the lattitude of 
2 N. to the westward of the Cape. 

160. The 20th instant we received a letter from Ensign 
Joseph Bradford at Nuddea informing us that Ensign English 
and his party had been attacked by the Marrattoes at Cutwah 
and were defeated and as the goods under his charge from 
Cossimbuzar had been plundered and that he waited our orders 
whether to proceed or return with the treasure under his charge. 
We immediately sent him orders to make the best of his way 
back. 

161. The same day some of Ensign English’s party being 
arrived, two corporals, a gunner and some private men were 
examined and their reports are minuted upon that day’s Con- 
sultation with the resolution we then came to. 

162. The next day Ensign English being arrived, delivered 
in his report in writing copy whereof comes in the packet as we 
bad not time to enter it upon Consultation. 

163. The day following he was examined before the Board 
and as the account he gave us in person was no more satisfac- 
tory than what he had set forth in his letter and as it appeared 
to us he had acted very imprudently and unbecoming an officer 
in leaving his soldiers to go and treat with the enemy and after- 
wards suffered the goods under his charge to be plundered with- 
out one of the party being hurt, we judged it so scandalous an 
Action that we agreed to take his commission from him and to 
break him at the head of the military, never to be employed as 
A soldier again, as an example to deter others from behaving in 
.so cowardly a manner in future. 

164. We are sorry to say that we cannot yet learn the names 
of any of the Morrattoe generals who commanded when this 
unlucky accident happened. We therefore cannot yet give Your 
Honours any hopes of recovering the loss -.which has severally 
Affected the private concerns as well as the publick, but proper 
persons are sent to apply to the Cheifs for restitution. 

165. The 22nd instant Mr. Wadham Brooke sent in a letter to 
the Board copy whereof comes in the packet. As it relates to 
the deficiency in the import warehouse and as he has desired 
that the concern we have adjudged him to have therein may 
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123. Under date the 15lh October we received a letter from the 
.gentlemen at Fort St. David advising that Ensign Nasmith, two 
serjants and a private man died on their passage thither and 
.as the services of Captain Holland whom Your Honours had 
designed for the command of a company on this establishment 
had rendered himself very acceptable to them and he being 
■desirous of remaining there some months longer to assist them 
.as occasion may require, they perswaded themselves his stay 

there would meet with our approbation. 

• 

124. In a letter under date the 14th November from the 
gentlemen at Patna Your Honours will observe that Mr. Bar- 
well refused to interfere in the purchase of petre, as likewise 
our reply thereto the 1st December wherein we peremptorily 
•directed him to complj*^ with all orders from the Board, de- 
claring at the same time that should any loss arise or incon- 
veniency happen to Your Honours’ affairs on his refusal or 
neglect thereof or from his omitting to perform the functions 
of a Chief, that such loss, damage or detriment must lay upon 
liim to make good. 

125. On the 22nd December we received another letter from 
the gentlemen at Patna dated the 9th of that month wherein 
Mr. Banvell acquainted us that he could be of no further use 
•or service to Your Honours there and again under date the 24th 
he wrote that he was resolved not to suffer our hard and in- 
jurious treatment any longer and having sent his family to 
'Calcutta, as supposing Your Honours’ orders would have been 
put in execution in regard to withdrawing that factory' or that 
Mr. Jackson would have gone up there, he intended leaving 
that factory in eight or ten days and would deliver what re- 
mains there were to the gentlemen of the factoiy. 

126. On the 18th January we received a letter from the 
:gentlemen at Patna under date the 1st of that month advising 
that Mr. Barwell had that day delivered to them the charge of 
■that factory. 

127. Mr. Barwell being arrived here the 23rd following 
•ordered our Secretary to VTite to him for his reasons for qin'tf 
ing Patna without our leave and contrary to your stsndiag 
•orders and for what further passed between the Bo.-jnl snd 
him we beg leave to referr Your Honours to our Consuh^^^®® 
of the 26th, 29th and 30th Januarj' and Isl instant 
Barwell was admitted to his seat at the Board and order 
l.ike charge of the books of this factory. 
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171. Mr. William Kempe who dispatches this ship will advise 
lier draught of water apd what else he may find necessary from 
heloyr. 

172. We wish her a safe and speedy passage to Your Honours 
.and are with the utmost respect. 

May it please Your Honours 

Your most faithful and most 
. obedient humble servants 

John Forster/ A. Dawson/Humflfreys Bellamy /W. 

Kempe/William Fytche. 

Port William, 
the 24th February, 1747/8. 

(Ref. Bengal Letters from the Coast and Bay 1748, Vol. 14, 
pp. 1 — 67. Paragraphs 113, 115 and 118 published in Wilson’s 
•Old Fort William, Vol. I, pp. 201—202). 
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LETTER DATED 26 JULY 1748 

Death of the late President John Forster and his successor 
John Jackson — succession of William Barwell. 

T' O the Honourable the Court of Directors for Affairs of the 

Honourable the United Company of Merchants of England 
Trading to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours 

1. Having no sure conveyance to advise you fully in relation 
to your affairs here and being fearfull that this letter may be 
intercepted we think it proper at present to advise you no fur- 
ther of your affairs that it may prove of no ill consequence in case 
this letter should fall into the enemy’s hands. 

2. On the 26th March John Porsteri Esq. our late President 
departed this life of a fever as did John Jackson Esq. on the 20th 
March at Fort St. David whom Your Honours ordered to succeed 
him, by which means the government has devolved on Mr. 
Barwell who hopes for Your Honours’ favour. 
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1?5. On tho Plh instnni Scrry Kii-j-cn nnd Anundiram shroffs 
ndvircd ur* by tb.f,*iv j'o?na;;lnh lhal they had received intelligence 
fror,'. Snr.a'i that two bills of exchange for fifty thousand, 50000. 
nuM'c;. each were dr.awn on ilwm in our favour nnd that they had 
the money by tb.em which they were ready !o pay into our fac- 
tory at Ci^rrjjnburar. Ai. we supposed those bills to be for the 
laarj: of rupei*'; Mr. Wahe advjsi ti the Prc.sidont he dc.signcd to 
retnui t;pf>n Vour Honour;:' account, we apprehended it would bo 
;.r. ;'dvan;a!:(; to receive this nioney in the.sc’ iroublc.some times 
ajjd ;:s the shroff': de.njctl no int(?rest unle.*;:: the bills were longer 
than fifteen or twenty days coming to hand nnd accordingly 
ordered tin- /y ntlemen at Ct';-sunbu5tar to receive it on ihoiic 

•erni; . 


K-ai. 1*1 obeiju-nce t<» the 51;:*, ri2nd. and !>3rd paragraphs of 
your ft'-mmands. per Pnnees;; of Wale.': we have made a strict 
scrutiny into the gejural hoo'};;; of ihi.s Pre.sidency as also the 
,S;«-.r»-J:<:' per’;, beoj-.s but find no entry made of the three bales 
of e:>nva;.': n-ceived per s-hip Montfort, but as that canvass was 
lamb'd lit-i’e in order to be forwarded to Fort St. George the three 
bak-:: wer<- ladm on the Princess .•\tigusta on the 13th August and 
sent thither and the twenty one cr.nnon received from that ship 
w«'re :il;'o tiesigned ut he sent on the Prince.ss .Augusta, being ship- 
ped on board of boats for that purpo.'-'e, and she not being able to 
receive them, having before taken in a large quantity of saltpetre, 
they wen- returned tr) the stores godown and afterwards brought 
to the credit of ,Madra.':s Presidency and arc the same as entered 
on our books R K in journal page 3S2. 


137. In reply to the Sllth paragraph of your above mentioned 
commands wo have made .strict enquiry about the goods said to 
be over and wanting in the account received from Your Honours. 
In regard to the bale of soot romnls N 8fi0 per Godolphin said to 
be wanting we lind it incerted in the bill of lading signed by the 
captain, which bill of lading was agreeable to the receipts signed 
by his officers and as there were no bales returned from lhal ship 
it must certainly have been carried in her. As to the bale of 
Commercolly raw .silk N 93 said to be over, it was put in the bill 
of lading uud afterwards endorsed off by mistake but should not 
Ijave been ondonsed off as it went in lhal ship. As to the several 
bales and cho.sts sent per ships Godolphin, Winchclsca and Duke 
of Dorset!, some bale whereof are said to bo ripped and cut and 
some of the chests to have been broke, wo bog leave to remark to 
Your Honours that this could not have happened before they 
wore sent on board because the captains or in the absence the 
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Shumsher Khan*s demand for a general tax from the Europeart 
companies. 

^ O the Honourable the Court of Directors for the Affairs of 

the Honourable the United Company of Merchants of England. 
Trading to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours 

1. Last address dated 26th July via Fort St. David. 

2. Shall now proceed under established heads. 

First, of shipping. 

3. Princess of Wales and Caesar dispatched from Ingelle 29' 
February and the Houghton 19 March. 

4. On 19 March the Tryal snow was dispatched to Fort St.. 
David with stores for garrison. 

5. The following ships are safe arrived viz., 

On 25 April, Prince William From Fort St. David 

12 May, True Briton 

26 July, Swallow snow Vizagapatam 

12 September, Winchelsea 

27 September, Exeter Fore St. David. 

3 October, Porto Bello* 

6. The President has received the Secret Committee’s orders 
by those ships. 

7. The Colchester arriving too late to be returned to the Coast, 
permitted Captain Wood to bring her up to Calcoola^, agreeable 
to his request. 

8. On 15 September dispatched the Colchester to Fort St.. 
David with stores etc. 

9. Captain Morton Hutchinson representing the Swallow snow 
as not serviceable to the squadron, resolved to leave her refitted 
for Company’s service. 

10. On 15 August Captain Hutchinson representing that 11 of 
his men were entered on board His Majesty’s ship Lively, ordered 
th e Secretary to write Captain Parker, whose reply is entered on 
Consultation 18 August. 
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On the 15th of Messrs. Fytche and Burrow 
account Mr. Richard Prince four hund- 
red twenty eight rupees nine annas 
and three pie, 428-9-3, payable to Mrs. 
Dorothy Prince or order 

On the 16th Febmary of the Reverend 
Mr. Gcrvas Bellamy on his own ac- 
count five hundred fifty seven rupees 
two annas and three pie, 557-2-3, pay- 
able to Mr. Thomas Pomfrett or order 

On the 20th February of Mr. Robert 
Orme account John Jackson Esq, 
twenty five thousand seven hundred 
and fourteen rupees four annas and six 
pie, 25714-4-6, payable to William 
Dunster Esq. or order 

On the 16th February of Mr. Edward 
Holden Cruttenden on his own account 
two thousand four hundred and four 
rupees twelve annas and nine pie, 
2404-12-9, payable to Mr. Robert Cliife 
or order 

On the 20th February of the Honourable 
John Forster Esq. account Thomas 
Braddyll Esq. sixty four thousand 
five hundred and ninety seven rupees 
and six pie, 64597-0-6, payable to 
Thomas Braddyll Esq. or order 

On the 20th February of William Barwell 
Esq. on his own account thirteen thou- 
sand rupees, 13000, payable to Mr. 
George Shorwood or order 

On the 20th of William Barwell Esq. on 
his own account twenty thousand 
rupees, 20000, payable 'to Richard 
Barwell Esq. or order 

On the 22nd of Mr. William Young ac- 
count Captain Charles Butterwick two 
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50-0-0. 


65-0-0. 


3000-0-a. 


280-11-2. 


£7536-6-5. 


1516-13-4. 


2333-6-8. 
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22. Oil' 31 March ordered the damaged goods and remnants in 
•retail godoWn to be sold at outcry. 

23. On 4th April received Company’s commands dated 12 June 
.1747 relating to coral etc. 

24. Woolen goods per Prince William and True Briton survey- 
^ed as usual. 

25. On 20 June, agreed to sell the remains of goods in import 
warehouse; also some copper purchased by Mohsooram in Dec- 
• ember 1746 which he is unable to clear. 

26. Same day agreed with Omichund to deliver him the un- 
..sold copper at Patna at a rupee and an half per maund advance 
on what it sold for at the last sales here, and on same terms. 

27. The red and green broad cloth would not sell at the usual 
-advance of 20 per cent. 

28. Account sales of damaged and worn out stores, sold the 20 
-and 22 October comes enclosed. 

Thirdly, of investments. 

29. On 7 March, the merchants who contracted last year on 
•dadney, applied for 15 per cent in further part in bullion which 
agreed to, on their promising not to sell it under the price given 
by Jugulseat’s House. 

30. On 4 April Omichund requested 9 chests bullion on ac- 
count of ready money goods delivered in by him anno 1747 which 
comply with, and also advance 5 chests bullion to the other 
merchants on account of goods delivered in this year agreable to 
their request. 

31. The 5 May the merchants propose to undertake invest- 
ment on same terms as in 1743 and 1744 and on 9th ditto, they 
agree to contract for some ready money goods. 

32. On 16 May, the merchants offer to provide investment one 
third for ready money, and to have dadney on fine goods, and 
2/3 on dadney as last year. 

33. The Seats refusing to join with other merchants for same 
reasons as last year, propose to take their share of the dadney, 
which the majority approve, but Mr. Bellamy dissents in Con- 
;sultation 2 June. ... 
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On the 20th of the Honourable John 
Forster Esq. one thousand five hund- 
red ninety three rupees two annas and 
three pie, 1593-2-3, payable to William 
Monson Esq. or order 

On the 22nd February of Mr. Thomas 
Cooke account of Mr. Miles Bame 
five hundred fifty three rupees thirteen 
annas and six pie, 553-13-6, payable 
to Mr. Miles Bame or order 

On the 22nd of Mr. William Young on his 
own account nine himdred twenty 
three rupees one anna and three pie, 
923-1-3, payable to Messrs. Gosling 
and Bennet or order 

On the 22nd of Mr. William Young on his 
own account four hundred sixty one 
rupees eight annas and six pie, 461-8-6, 
payable to Richard Eyre Esq. or order 

On the 22nd of Mr. Roger Drake account 
Mr. John Hall nine hundred twenty 
three rupees one anna and three pie, 
923-1-3, payable to Mrs. Elizabeth 
Carter or order 


172-ll-9i. 


60-0-0. 


100 - 0 - 0 . 


50-0-0. 


100-0-d. 


The whole amount of sums paid in at two shillings and two 
.pence, 2s. 2d. per rupee is £660-19-9^. 

140. We have also received into Your Honours’ cash the fol- 
lowing bill at two shillings and three pence, 2-3, per rupee. 

On the 16th February of Messrs. Adam 
Dawson and William Frankland ac- 
count the estate of Mr. Charles Adams 
deceased eleven thousand eight hund- 
red foirty one rupees fifteen annas and 
nine pie, 11841-15-9, payable to Doctor 
Thomas Adams and Mrs. Mariana 
Stephenson at 2s. 3d. is £1332-4-6. 

141. We have likewise received into Your Honours’ cash the 
•following sums for which we have granted three certificates tc 
«ach of one tenour and date, one of which being accomplished 
■the other to become void. 
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46. On 2 May directed Cossimbuzar to set about investment 
on arrival of Mr. Brooke, who reply the- 24th following that it 
was impracticable to make any, their merchants alledgihg want, 
of money and credit, and very pressing for ballances due them, 
last year for goods delivered to the amount of 3 laacks of rupees; 
that when this sum was paid, they would contract for silk at the- 
following rates, being as low as they could reduce them. 

November bund...-.., 7*8 per seer. 

Guzzerat 8*1 

CommercoUy 7’.5 

47. Cossimbuzar under date 14th July, advise how clamorous- 
the merchants were for money indebted to them etc. to which 
reply 21th that would supply them out of first money that came- 
to hand. 

48. On 1st August directed Cossimbuzar to send down all. 
last year’s goods, as the river was then open. 

49. Cossimbuzar the 1 August advise, their merchants were a-, 
little easy at promise of speedy supply, but stiU thought them- 
selves hardly dealt by, not receiving quite 3 annaes in the rupee- 
on whole investment. 

50. On 26 August received a letter from Cossimbuzar that had. 
dispatched all Company’s bales which were stoped by the Syda- 
bad® chowkey under pretence no investment was made this year, 

^ and which could not get cleared without paying 2500 rupees: In 
reply, directed them on no account to comply with this demand.. 

51. The 20 September received 2 letters from Cossimbuzar, 
one accompanying 110 bales raw silk and 18 bales gurrahs; the- 
other advising they had cleared goods at small expence; and that 
the Seats insisted on deduction of one per cent on 40 chests 
bullion delivered them here; which direct them to comply -with. 

52. Cossimbuzar dated 23 September that their merchants 
were soUicitous to know what part of the money would be sent 
them, with which if satisfied they might then promise .a con- 
siderable investment in raw silk and silk piece goods, but few or 
no gurrahs, the season for providing them being almost over. 

53. The 10th October, examined the musters of raw silk 
received from Cossimbuzar, which being mferior to musters, Mn 
Eyles is asked the reason, who refers to paragraph in Cossim- 
buzar- letter dated 15 February 1747/8, entered on Consultation. 
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<!rccr,y-'. wc orsicrod oi:r S-crelan* to transmit him a copy of that 
rarairr.-ph rk-r-rr- hi;: nnswer thereto which is entered at 
tJ'jr C.f'!;“ultol;on of (he 26th kTovember. 

14"’. On ty*,'* JPiJ) OctfiijcT Captain Nathaniel Stevens, com- 
n;;ir.:i< r of 1 !o. Mav'.r’.y';; ;.)i;p lively, having applied to the 
fi.; a i-.r.-.;;-,- for him?c*If and Mr. Kaman, the Agent 
Vjctii.'.'k-r. to r.-:.:?;-* in, \ve ordered such a house as they should 
r.pp:<:-,v rf to !‘v hi;-::! (the rent whereof amounting to one 
ih-'-.r.r.r.d <r,‘- HO?. Current Rupees was discharged 

1 ;;..’ 5-?lh 


Hit, 'pi;,. : ;(;re day the President deli'.'ered in his account 
-■ t. f :r.t<']ii?:cnco amounting to Current Rupees one 

th'iu- .* :;d fiv.' ••.venty one four annas and nine pie. 

1521-4-r'. \v;;;rh v.-,-" out of Vour Honours* cash. 
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61. Hughley under date 11 May advise new purchase of 5000' 
maunds saltpetre at 3*2 maund^ 

62. On 30 May repeated orders to Patna for withdrawing that 
factory; who in reply, will come down as soon as rivers were- 
open. 

63. Hughley on 14 June N. S. advise, their gentlemen at Patna, 
had contracted with .Deepchund for all the petre he could gather 
till October at 4-8 per maund, and request a supply of . 60000' 
rupees for this service. 

64. On 14 June wrote Hughley our surprize at their Chief rais- 
ing the price of petre witliout our consent; they reply on 7 July 
N. S. setting forth the reasons and on 22 July they desire to know 
if we will partake of this petre and deliver the refining coppers, 
to their gentlemen at Patna. On 1st August replyed that if they 
would deliver their petre at Hughley at 4-8 per maund free of 
other charges we would take it and pay them what money should, 
be thought necessary to be advanced thereon. 

65. On 14 August received a letter from Hughly, that our- 
proposal of the 1st was so extraordinary they would keep the 
petre on their Company’s account; on 29th following answered 
them, tliat as our gentlemen had left Patna, desire they would, 
bring down for us our proportion of petre purchased at 3*4 per 
maund. On which, the 19 September they promise to give us- 
half of the ready laying petre etc. 

66. On 18 September received advice from Hughly that 27449' 
bags of petre were arrived and that 1800 bags were lost by a. 
boat’s taking fire: On which sent Mr. Richard Court to receive 
our proportion and desired Hughly to transmit proper proofs of 
loss of this boat; with which they comply under date 3 October 
and advise delivering Mr. Court 8198 maunds, being our propor- 
tion. 

67. On 31st October Export Warehousekeeper delivers in re- 
port of petre received from Hughley. 

68. Same day received invoice and account current of petre- 
from Huglily being Sicca Rupees . 8627 for which sent them a. 
bill. 

69. On 4 March advised Dacca of orders sent Cossimbuzar to- 
procure a remittance of 50000 rupees which they oh 16 following, 
acknowledge receipt ofi 
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155. The next day Mr. Samuel Sheldrake departed this life of 
a complication when Your Honours’ aforesaid orders were again 
read, and Messrs. Edward Eyles and William Fytche being the 
next in succession, we agreed that Mr. Eyles should be acquaint- 
ed therewith, he being at Cossimbuzar and Mr. William Fytche 
being on the spot was admitted to his seat at the Board and was- 
ordered to take charge of the import warehouse, and Mr. Robert 
Eyre to act as Deputy Storekeeper ’till such time as the Board 
was full when we intend to make the proper exchange of offices. 

156. Enclosed we send Your Honours a letter from the minis- 
ters, church wardens and sidesmen. Your Honours will therein 
perceive what they request which we take the liberty to recom- 
mend as a very charitable design. 

157. We shall perform Your Honoms’ commands in the 4th 
paragraph of your orders per Tryall snow as near as possible 
and shall endeavour to obtain a quantity of fine white goods but 
we fear it will be impracticable while the troubles in the country 
subsist and the different armies continue to harass it in the 
manner they do at present. 

158. In answer to Your Honours’ 5th, 6th, and 7th, and 10th 
paragraphs of the aforementioned commands we do assure you 
that the information Your Honours had of our being filled with 
terrours on the success of the French at Madrass is wholly 
groundless and without any foundation and must have proceed- 
ed from the malice of ill-designing people, for we continued to 
act calmly in discharging our duty as before and in our advices 
at that time transmitted Your Honours, we only made a plain 
recital of what had come to our knowledge, which had no other- 
wise affected us than with concern for the loss of Your Honours’ 
property and for the disadvantage to your affairs by being depriv- 
ed of so advantageous a settlement. The President takes the 
liberty to assure Your Honours that his fixed resolution was 
then and is now to defend this settlement with his utmost abili- 
ties and we all join in declaring that we abhor the thought of 
giving it up or of accepting a ransom for it should be tom from 
us by a superiour force. Since the loss of Madrass we have 
carried on a friendly correspondence with Your Honours’ settle- 
ment at Fort St. David which we shall continue and chearfully 
join with them in concerting the most proper methods for pro- 
moting Your Honours’ wellfare and for the security of your 
settlements. 
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83. On 21st ditto they advise the Nabob had passed Sighighilly 
^hd that a battle was expected. 

84. On 6 April Cossimbuzar, that the Nabob and Sumsheer 
'Cawne were preparing for battle; and on 28th following they 
■advise their vaqueels brought word of the Nabob’s victory. 

85. On 7 May Patna, advise the Nabob’s compleat victory over 
Sumsheer Cawne, killing him and almost every one of his head 
•officers. That they had received advice of the death of Mahumet 
John® the late king, who is peaceably succeeded by his son. 

Fifthly, of buildings, fortifications and buildings. 

86. On 4 March Mr. George Heath request leave to transfer 
his arrack licence, which agreed to. 

87. On 20 June, Mr. Edward Holden Cruttenden declares 
.about the consulage due from Mr. Forster’s estate which is 
-entered on Consultation that day. 

88. On 20th June appointed Mr. Charles Hampton Senior 
Surveyor. 

89. On 15 August ordered the Cutwall prison to be repaired. 

Sixthly, of factors, writers etc. 

90. Fort St. David requesting all the servants designed that 
•coast, Mr. Richard Fairfield took passage, on Tryal snow the 19 
IMarch, and Mr. John Starke the 5 September on the Colchester. 

91. On 28 March Mr. Roger Drake was admitted to his seat at 
■the Board. 

92. On 14 April ordered Mr. Fytche to receive charge of store 
.-godown from Mr. Eyre, and appointed Mr. Charles Donnet 
■assistant. 

93. Mr. Jonathan Ranson being returned from the Coast 
acquaints the board on 18 April of the demise of Mr. John 
■Jackson, which occasioning a vacancy admit Mr. Edward Holden 
•Cruttenden. 

94. On 25 April being assembled in Council took the oath of 
•fidelity. 

95. On 2 May, made the exchange of posts at the Board. 

96. On 16 May Mr. Eyles being arrived from Cossimbuzar 
-takes his seat at the Board, and receives the charge of Zemindary 
.fi'om Mr. William Kempe. 
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be referred to Vour Honours' decision nnd also that the differ- 
ence arising on the sale of the fine copper, which stood on Your 
Honours’ books only at the value of ordinary copper, may be 
brought to the credit of the deficicncys, we hope to have Your 
Honours’ orders hereon. 

IGfi, Since writing thus far wo received letters from Mr. 
Eyles etc., Council at Cossimbusttr under dates of the 15th. 17th 
and JJ)th February enclosing the invoice of the goods they dis- 
patched under the c.are of Ensign Edward English amounting to- 
Current Rupees three hundred ninety five thousand and thirty 
one. fourteen annas .and three pic (.3P50.^1-14-3) as also the sove- 
r.il letters that pnrv’^ed between them and him about his being 
attacked by the Tdarrattocs. v.’hich not liaving time to extract 
upon our Constfitniions wc take the liberty to send Your 
Honours copies thereof .and beg to be referred thereto, as also 
to copy of the report of Serjant Joseph Pishott in relation to this 
unlucky accident at Culwah, 

1G7. Yesterday Ensign Bradford relumed from Nuddea with- 
the bullion under his charge and the same has been landed and 
returned unto Vour Honour.?* trc.nsury. 

ICf). On this ship Princess of Wales wc have laden sundry 
goods and merchandise which goes consigned to Your Honours 
us per invoice nnd hill of hading cnclo.scd. 

ICn. Wc liave this day granted hills of exchange and certifi- 
cates ns follow, the amount being received into Your Honours’ 
trc;!:sur\‘. 

On the 24th February of Mr. George Gray 
account Mr. Robert Coult tliirtccn 
thousand three hundred and twenty one 
runees nine annas (13321-9) payable to 
Mr. Robert Ccailt or order at 2s. 2d. per 
rupee is £1443-2-4.. 

On the 24lh February of Captain Thomas 
Harry account the estate of Mr. William 
Watts deceased three certificates of one 
icnour nnd dale, the one of which being 
nccomulishcd the other two to be void for 
Current Rupees 753-1-9.. 

170. Mr. William Banvell not being present at the several' 
transactions contained in tliis letter hopes Your Honours will 
excuse him from signing it, having signed the Consultations of. 
February at which he was present. 
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110. A new sett of transfer books opened and the charge of 
them given to Mr. William Watts, 

111. On 3 October the Accomptant delivered in Mr. Clarke’s 
account when ordered the 2 bales baftaes therein specifyed to be 
sold; and Mr, Badley, attorney to receive the money from Mayor’s- 
Court. 

112. Have granted bills of exchange as per body. 

113. Amount of those at 2*4 rupees 245676-11-9 or 

£28662-5-5. 

114. Amount of those at 2*2 rupees 17281-2-3 or 

115. £1872-2-5. 

116. Amount of certificates rupees^ 

117. 31592-15-6. 


Supplement. 

118. On 4th April ordered the pylots to obey senior pylot. 

119. On 25 April Mr. Kellsall at Ballasore advises the arrival- 
there of 3 French pylots who report they daily expect a squad- 
ron. 

120. Under date 21 April Fort St. David, enclose copy letter 
from Negapatam, containing orders from Batavia, to suppress the 
French and to keep up a strict correspondence with English. 

121. On 18 following received a letter from Hughley referring- 
to their deputies for measures in consequence of foregoing-, 
orders. For what passed refer to Consultation 30 May, 

122. On 27 June, President lays before us, letters received- 
from Commander GrifiSn and Captain Parker, advising that a- 
French squadron had appeared off Negapatam 9 June. Resolu- 
tions came to, entered on Consultation, also the assistance promis- 
ed by Dutch at Hughley, 

123. Company’s Carpenter and another capable- man sent down- 
to examine the stern and rudder of the Lively man of war, agre- 
able to Captain Parker’s request. 

124. On 14th July advanced Captain Parker 2000 rupees for 
use of the Lively which he has since repaid. 

125. On this vessel send Edward English a prisoner, in cons^ 
quence of the Commandant and other ofiicers’ opinion delivered 
in Council 25 April. 
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• 3. We had only two hundred and fifty thousand/250,000/, 
Tupees in the treasury in the month of May to begin Your 
Honours’ investment with. However after canvassing with the 
jherchants for fifteen or twenty days we have entered into con- 
tracts with them on dadney and ready money for near thirty 
laack of rupees of which we hope that the best part will come 
m and had we been supplied with a further sum of money we 
:should not doubt of getting in the whole. 

4. We have sent eight chests of bullion to Dacca and six to 
-Jugdea but have not been able to supply Cossimbuzar. 

5. Our debts remain much the same as when we wrote Yotu 
Honours last. 

6. Your Honours’ ships the Prince William and True Briton 
are safe imported here, and the Swallow snow arrived here from 
“Vizagapatam this day but brought no letter from the gentlemen 
.at Port St. David. The Colchester and Eastcourt two of Your 
Honours’ last year’s ships remain likewise here. We are with the 
greatest respect. 


May it please Your Honours 

Your most faithful and most 
obedient humble servants 

William Barwell/A. Dawson/Humffreys Bellamy/W. 
Kempe/E. Eyles/William Fytche/Roger Drake/E. H. 
Cruttenden. 

Fort WiUiam, 
the 26th July, 1748. 

(Ref: — ^Bengal Letters from the Coast and Bay 1748, Vol. 14, 
pp. 68-69.) 
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LETTER DATED 19 NOVEMBER 1748 

Merchants offer to ■provide one third of investment for ready 
•money — confusion at Dacca at the news of the advance of tho 
Marathas through Sundarhans— Afghan insurrection at Patna and 
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J O the Honourable the Court of Directors for Affairs of the 

Honourable United Company of Merchants of England 
Trading to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours 

1. Our address under the established heads bore date the 19th 
ultimo per Swallow snow duplicate whereof Your Honours will 
receive herewith. 

2. We shall now proceed to advise of your affairs under our 
management since that time. . 

3. The President and Council of Fort St. David in their letters 
per Lapwing having wrote very pressingly for-a large supply of 
rice, wheat and sundry stores and the gentlemen at Bombay 
having likewise acquainted us of the provisioni of -'pepper they 
had made on the Mallabar coast, we on the 21st November came 
to a resolution of sending three of Your Honours’ ships viz., the 
Winchelsea, Porto Bello and True Briton to Fort St. iDavid with 
•supplys for that Presidency and of giving orders to Captain 
Baron in the Winchelsea to'touch at the Northern Settlements 
for their bales, leaving it to the .gentlemen of Port St. David to 
send such of those ships to Europe or' the Mallabar coast as they 
should judge most advantageous for Your Honours’ interest. 
They were accordingly dispatched thither this day. 

4. At the same time we -agreed -to return the -Exeter as soon 
as possible to Your Honours, for which purpose she- is -now taking 
in her lading, and after her the Eastcourt .and Prince William, 
but the Bombay Castle arriving here from the Coast and . the 
merchants on the 1st acquainting us that after the dispatch of 
this vessel they should not be able to bring in goods sufficient for 
more than three ships, we resolved -upon ' sending the Prince 
William to Suratt and Bonibay-fora lading'of cotton, -advising the 
.gentlemen of Bombay hereof that they might have a cargoe in 
readiness and notice was put up at the fort gates for freight as 
usual and Captain Brown ordered to get his ship in readiness to 
proceed to Europe. 

5. We have laden on board the Winchelsea thirteen hundred 
/1300/baggs of saltpetre, on the Portd Bello eight hundred baggs 
/800/, and on the True Briton twelve hundred bags/1200/ on 
•charter party terms, reserving the power of turning it into whole 
freight should we find occasion, of which we advised the gentle- 
men at Fort St. David and we herewith transmit Your Honours 
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11. The 11 September received Company’s commands per 
Lapwing, and then ordered Secretary, to get proxies .for the-, 
owners of the Chardinagore to sign, but the owners have excused, 
themselves from signing. 

12. On 19th September allowed Captain Hutchinson £50 for 
table expences etc., as per his request enclosed. . 

13. On 3 October Captain Hutchinson requests impress money 
for men he enlists at 45 per month and for 4 months; and on 17tiL 
following he also requests an advance for the lascars he has en- 
tered on board the Swallow, which comply with, and now enclose- 
his requests and copy agreement of lascars. 

14. On 17 October paid Mr. Edward Roche, 2nd mate of the- 
Swallow, 4 months’ wages, he producing the captain’s certificate- 
that he was discharged the 18 April last. 

15. The 17 October ordered the Warehousekeeper to lade on. 
the Swallow, 3 tons redwood and 200 bags saltpetre. 

16. On 3 instant Captain Hutchinson requests leave to pur- 
chase a long boat, in room of one left at Fort St. David, whick 
consent to, and enclose his request. 

17. Shall forward on respective ships the requests and bonds 
for money advanced the captains. 

18. Have received from Fort St. David by the Company’s ships 
imported here 150 chests of treasure containing twelve laack 
rupees which have disposed of as per Consultations 9 June, 22. 
and 27 September, and 3 October. 

Secondly, goods from Europe. 

19. On 19th Jugulseat’s gomastah applyed for 40 chests 
bullion, which agreement was to be delivered at Cossimbuzar, 
and the risque and expence being thereby saved, agreed to deliver 
them here. 

20. On 10th March ordered Ramrambiswass and Kissenchund- 
soor late banians in import warehouse under the management, 
of the Jemindar, till they discover where the money is, of which, 
they robbed the Company etc. 

21. On 18 August ordered the Accomptant to draw out state- 
of deficiencys in that warehouse, which goes in .the packet. . . 
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11. The demands on this settlements running so very high 
have obliged us to direct the subordinates to desist from drawing 
any bills of exchange on us as we had not money in the treasuiy 
to answer them, as also to be as sparing as possible in their ex- 
pences in every respect, particularly buildings and repairs. The 
same caution shall be continued here. 

12. Under date the 2nd instant the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar 
wrote us that they had finished their contracts for silk but were 
unable to lower the price advised of in the fifty fourth paragraph 
of our last address and that their merchants importuned them to 
request us to send them a share of the treasure per Bombay 
Castle to enable them to perform their contracts. And again 
under date the 13th instant they advised that Futtichund’s House 
was much exasperated at not receiving a part of their treasure as 
such large sums of money were owing them at Your Honours’ 
factories. They at the same time acquainted us that the Nabob 
being informed that two ships belonging to the Armenians on 
their passage hither from Juddea and Bussorah were taken by 
the English, on which account ships bound to Bengali are afraid 
to proceed, by which means the King is deprived of his customs 
and that he is resolved to do justice to those who have suffered 
by such usage. In i-eply thereto we wrote that those affairs were 
no ways relative to Your Honours and were always adjudged by 
the established laws of our country from which the proprietors 
might be assured of having fair and equal justice and that we 
hoped the Nabob would not insist on these matters in future as 
it is out of our power to give any answer thereto. And in order to 
bring Futtichund to temper we wrote that we should be always 
glad to serve him when in our power but that the supply of the 
Bombay Castle was so very small that we could not spare him 
from our own investment any money that would be satisfactory 
and therefore hoped he would not take amiss waiting a little 
longer as we expected a large supply by the latter ships. 

13. The gentlemen at Dacca under date the 30th November 
■enclosed us an invoice of goods to the amount of seventy six 
thousand nine hundred and eighteen Current Rupees and then 
.advised that they should shortly send us another parcel! and it 
was only the want of money that prevented their sending us a 
.large quantity which they had got but had not money to dress it. 

14. On inspecting the Dacca goods we found the superfine 
.alliballies, though the difference was ten rupees /lO/ in the price, 
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34. Omichiind offering to undertake a fifth part of the invest- 
ment for ready money on same terms as last year,' accept his 
proposal, as likewise the offers of Goopenautseat for 100,000 
Tupees and Radachurnmetre for 50,000 on same terms as Oihi- 
chimd. 

35. The 23rd May merchants desire , to have settled their 
.gurrah contracts anno 1746, and 1747, upon which proposed to 
give up those contracts taking the penalty, which they consent to 
on the contracts this year being in the penalty of 15 per cent, 
which agreed to. 

36. Having insisted on the merchants lowering the prices of 
goods they agreed to lower 8 anaes in one sortment and 6 anaes 
in the other sortment of soosies and 8 .anaes in the chucklaes. 

37. On 30 May list of merchants brought in as security for one 
another. 

38. On 9 June divisions of investment entered on Consulta- 
tion and agreed to advance merchants 15 per cent. 

39. On 14th ditto shewed the merchants patterns of dooreas 
per Eastcourt and ordered them to keep as near as possible. 

40. On 21 July sent for the merchants to borrow money who 
reply they had already advanced what they had in providing 
investment. 

41. On 15 August directed merchants to bring in what fine 
goods they could get, for dispatch of the Swallow. 

42. On 12 September the President acquaints the Board of 
Admiral Griffin’s® intention to sail the 1st January, of which 
inform the merchants and direct them to bring in goods time 
enough for this convoy. 

43. On 10 March Cossimbuzar advise they had confined such 
merchants as were indebted to Company; that silk might then be 
contracted for more reasonably than last year, that our vackeels 
had informed Nabob of endeavours to recover silk seized by the 
Morattas, who was not displeased therewith. 

44. On 31st March replyed to foregoing, and at same time 
forwarded list of investment. 

45. On 19th following summoned the persons employed by 
Mr. Forster for recovering raw silk plundered by Morattas; what 
followed entered at large in Consultation 25th same month. . 
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On the 19th of Captain Nathaniel Jacobs 
eight hundred and fifty seven rupees 
two annas and three pie /857-2-3/ 
payable to William Locke Esq. or 
order at 2-4 each is 

On the 20th of Mr. William Lyndsay two 
hundred and fourteen rupees four 
annas and six pie /214-4-6/ payable 
to Messrs. George and John Ouchter- 
lony or order at 2.4 each — 

On the 20th of Mr. William Young ac- 
count Captain Charles Butter\vick 
two hundred fifty seven rupees two 
annas and three pie /257-2-3/ payable 
to Mrs. Elizabeth Glover or order at 
2.4 each is — 

On the 21st of Edward Eyles Esq. two 
thousand eight hundred sixty seven 
rupees eight annas and six pie 
/2867-8-6/ payable to Sir Francis 
Haskins Eyles Stiles Baronet or order 
at 2.4 each — 

On the 22nd of William Barwell Esq. and 
Messrs. Fytche and Burrow six thou- 
sand nine hundred and sixty rupees 
ten annas and six pie /6960-10-6/, pay- 
able to Thomas Godfreys Esq. or order 
at 2.4 each — 


£ 100 - 0 - 0 .. 


25-0-0: 


30-0-0.. 


334-10-10. 


812-1-6. 


18. The whole amount of bills granted at two shillings and 
four pence each rupee is seventy two thousand six hundred and 
seventy eight rupees fifteen annas and three pie /72678-15-3/ or' 
£8479-4-2. 


19. We have likewise granted the following bills of exchange 
at two shillings and two pence each rupee to the following per- 
sons viz.. 


On the 28th November of Mr. James 
Taylor four thousand and eighty six 
rupees /4086/ payable to Mr. William 
Taylor or order at 2s. 2d each is — 
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54. Gossimbuzar dated 27 October, advise they had fixed the 
;price of raw silk at 12 anaes per seer less than the musters sent, 
which reduced the price to rupees 6*12 for the November bund, 
.and that they had agreed to bring in 1490 maxmds at this rate. 

55. The Directore and Council of Hughley desiring bill of 
•exchange on Patna in favour of their Chief, direct Gossimbuzar 
•4 March to procure a bill accordingly for Sicca Rupees 25000: 
•at same time acquainted Dutch Chief and Company thereof; who 
reply 19th that their intention was to let us know that a remit- 
tance by bill was the best way for getting our proportion of petre 
in time. 

56. Patna under date 26th February advise that Sumsheer 
•Cawn had demanded a general tax from the 3 European factorys 
•of 40 or 50000 rupees, and refer for proceedings to Consultations 
llth and 18th February. 

57. The gentlemen at Hughley the 4 April N. S. desire a bill 
for 30 or 40000 rupees payable to the Chief; that they had pur- 
chased 4000 maimds saltpetre for ready money at Sicca Rupees 

J.5 26 per maund. 

58. Patna dated 11 April that they will withdraw the factory 
when circumstances and times would permit; that refer to their 
Consultations for what had passed between them and Dutch 
Chief on purchasing Omichund’s petre; also for the further sum 
which Dutch and themselves were obliged to pay government. 

59. Hughley under date 17 April N.S. that they were informed 
from Patna, that an agreement was made with Deepchund for all 
ithe saltpetre he then had at 2’8|per maund, that they should be 
obliged to 4 or 5 annaes per maund more to Sumsheer Cawn, 
"therefore desired us to supply them with 30 or 40000 rupees, to 
which replyed 14th of that month as it seemed a government 
affair must defer answering it at present. On 30th April their 
surprize, at our not declaring thereon, till had seen how the 
.affair would turn out and again insisted on our supplying them 
as desired. In answer dated 25 April that our servants at Patna 
being ordered to come away 16 February neither could nor ought 
"to interfere in any contract etc. 

60. Same time wrote Patna that, they ought not to have paid 
.any sums to the government for factory; and that they ought not 
-to have interfered with any contract; and again repeat orders for 
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26. The Master Attendant’s and Buxie’s account expences of 
the Swallow snow are herewith sent and the account of the ex- 
pences of this vessell shall be forwarded by the next conveyance, 

27. We have laden on the Lapwing sundry goods and mer- 
chandize amounting as per invoice and bill of lading enclosed to 
Current Rupees four laack and nine thousand/409000/. 

28. We wish her a safe and speedy passage to Your Honours 
-and are with the utmost respect. 

May it please Yours Honours 

Your most faithful humble 
servants 

William Barwell/George Battle /A. Dawson/Humlffreys 
Bellamy /William Kempe/E. Eyles/William Fytche/i 
Roger Drake/E. H. Cruttenden. 

Fort William, 

"the 22nd December 1748. 

(Ref: — ^Bengal letters from the Coast and Bay, 1748, Vol. 14, 
pp, 91 — ^102.) 
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LETTER DATED 27 JANUARY 1748/49 

His Majesty’s pToclamation regarding cessation of hostilities 
between England and France — the road from the Fort to Sutanuti 
to be repaired by taxing the merchants — the President regrets 
inability to redress the grievances of the Armenians. 

'T’ O the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the 
Hon’ble United- Company of Merchants of England trading 
to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours 

1, Our last address bore date the 22nd ultimo per ship Lap- 
Aving, duplicate whereof is enclosed, since which time we have 
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■ 70. On 19 April sent Dacca 214 pieces dooreas and mulmuls- 
to be flowered, and 8 chests bullion which on 5 May they acknow- 
ledge to have received. 

71. Dacca dated 22 May, enclose list of puttun contracted for,, 
and request a further sum of money. 

72. On 16 June, they, advise having disposed of btollion, and' 
unless a supply was shortly sent should be obliged to stop invest- 
ment. 

73. On 17 July sent Dacca 2 bales dooreas who acknowledge- 
receipt but that business was at a stand for want of, money. 

74. On 5 September forwarded Dacca 7 chests bales dooreas- 

Cossajura to be flowered and on 22nd ordered them to get down 
their flowered goods by the last of October, for the dispatch of the- 
Swallow snow. ■' 

75. On 14 April sent six chests bullion to Jugdea. 

76. On 14 August directed Jugdea to send down all the brown, 
cloth they had ready for chinting. 

77. On 22 September expressed our surprize at not hearing of 
the 6 chests of bullion; and on 3 October forwarded them invoice' 
of 20000 Arcot Rupees we directed Dacca to send them. 

78. On 31 March sent Mr. Kellsall, Resident at Ballasore, 1. 
chest bullion and enclose list of investment. 

79. On 15 September Mr. Kellsall wrote for a supply of 
money and on 3 October ordered him 4000 Arcot Rupees. 

Fourthly, of trade in India. 

80. On 4th March Dacca advise, the utmost confusion in that, 
city on news of the Morattas coming by the way of Sunderbund,* 
etc. 

81. On 31 January Patna write that Hajee Hamet was dead,, 
supposed to be poisoned; that the Pattans had plundered the- 
Dutch factory at Futtua* of white cloth etc. to the amount of 
65000 rupees and under date 21 February they advise that. 
Sumsheer Cawhe had extorted from the shroffs and others 6 laack. 
of rupees; and had demanded a general tax from the 3 European, 
nations of 40 'or 50000 rupees. Refer for proceedings to their- 
Consultations of the 11th and 18th of that month. 

82. On 14 March Cossimbuzar write that their shroffs were- 
absconded on account extortions of Nabob. - - 

. . I . ‘ ' *• 
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and dispatch thereof, the duplicate whereof was likewise forward- 
ed, all which letters to their great surprise and concern they 
found had miscarried, that their silence and neglect to forward 
the account current has been occasioned by the long sickness of 
Messrs. Blachford and Bellamy who have been- much indisposed. 
They at the same time sent us the account sale of the bullion by 
which we might observe that a gain arose to Your Honours 
thereon which they hoped would be acceptable, they having 
disposed thereof at two hundred and ten Sicca Rupees (210) for 
two hundred and forty Sicca weight (240) and informed us, 
should we have occasion to send them any more, they believe 
thev should be able to dispose of it at nigh the same price. 

9. In the same letter they acknowledge the receipt of twenty 
thousand rupees (20000) sent them by the gentlemen at Dacca, 
part of which they had invested and requested us to send down 
a Inack of rupees to go on with their investment in the months 
of February, March and April as then the cloth will' be better, 
their hping but few buyers. 

10. They likewise advised that the Mugs and robbers who 
have done erreat mischief about that place (Dacca), obliged them 
to keep thp ninnace till the 8th of that month when they dis- 
patched npr as likewise a boat of goods amounting to twenty 
three thousand eight hundred fifty one rupees fourteen annas and 
nine pie t22851-14-9). The goods arrived .safe the 12th instant 
and consisT mostly of brown cloth and arrived too late for chint- 
ing this year. 

11. Our merchants on the 31st December representing to us 
that the ‘Nfshob, upon the complaint of the Armenians, Moguls 
etc. about two of their ships [being?]' taken, had ordered peons on 
all their gomastahs at the aurungs and stopped the boats which 
were bringing down their goods, we came to a resolution to 
threaten stopping the Armenian ships from passing our fort, the 
season being too far advanced to wait for redress and then direct- 
ed the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar to inform those Armenians who 
complained at the Durbar thereof and we had hoped these threats 
might have been of use but were informed afterwards that the 
ships on which their goods were had fallen down the river before. 

12. Under date the 2nd instant the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar 
enclosed us copy of a perwannah from the Nabob to the President 
•which they judged was probably sent to stop the clamour of the 
Armenians, at the same time advised that the Nabob had heard 
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97. On the 16th May the President /jrnnls Jioutonnjit's eojjjn))*?-. 
'sions to Matthews d'Pen and James Dunkicy; and amlfiii'i} eojn- 
.missions to Robert Rea and John Kemp, 

98. On 24 May Cossimbuzar advise the death of Mr, {.imonn} 
Manship of a fever the 19th of that month. 

99. On 4 August appointed Mr, John Brev/n of Counei) ihH'n, 

100. On 18th August forv/arded a commission to Captain 
Holland to command a company here, 

101. On 31 August Dacca advised that Mr. P-aoI RJc;;ard 
Pearkes claimed his seat at the Board and also post of Export 
Warehouse Keeper as he commenced junior merchant t.he 30 
August and thereby became Mr. CierembauJtV; senior*, V/ y/.hich 
answered the 8 September that unless they had s.ny objeotio.n to 
the capacity and integrity of Mr. Pear'kos they should admit him 
accordingly. On 19th cf that month they reply, t nal mel/ reasons 
•were as Mr. Clerembault had shev.'n hl.mself capable a.cd 7/as also 

recommended by the Company arm the.’-elore v/a.-V^d v/s;t;ve 
orders, which sent them the 3rd October, t.oe e.ooploy bi'r.V;;/ hC*", 
Pearkes's rieht according to his stamdmg and the custom cd 




factory. 


102. On S September idr. Pastle arrives drom Pat.oa. and- tak/js 
.his seat at the Board and reoedvec charge cd general books drom 
i>Ir. Dawson. 

103. On 21 July apccimed Zdr, '' nham rra.ok.'a.od Cv-b nlxpofrt 
Warehouse Keeper. 


xnr, Recommenc. to m' — na-cyr nomce - 
105. On 35 Beptemhen shed Ber/arend Zl 
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18. The 11th instant the Zemindar acquainting us that the 
road on the wharf to Sootamally* market was washed away by 
the river whereby Your Honours' revennues arising from that 
buzar suffered great prejudice, we ordered him to rebuild the 
same by taxing the merchants who lived thereabouts in propor- 
tion to their ground. 

19. We herewith transmit Your Honours the account reven- 
nues from October 1747 to October 1748, also an account of the 
loss and gains in the zemindary for three years past. 

20. In our address per Swallow snow we acquainted Your 
Honours that we were in want of covenanted servants for carry- 
ing on the business of your offices, which we again take the- 
liberty to request you will supply us with, as also to enclose the- 
petitions from Messieurs William [Powney] and John [Wood to- 
be] entertained here as such, they [having assisted in your 
offices] some time past [without any gratuity], 

21. The gentlemen at Jugdea having mentioned in their letter 
to have sent their account current by the way of Dacca and the- 
same not being come to hand, we on 24th December wrote to 
them as also to the gentlemen at Dacca to forward the same with 
the utmost expedition and then ordered the Accomptant to bring 
up the books of this Presidency without it which account current 
arrived since on the 23rd instant. 

22. On the 5th instant the Accomptant laid before us the- 
account earnings of Your Honours' sloops to the SOth April last 
with their several open accounts current, which having been. 
carefuUy examined and the Master Attendant consulted in regard 
to the present value of each sloop, which being incerted and the- 
difference wrote off to profit and loss, the accounts were closed. 

23. The Accomptant laid before us the 9th instant the mer- 
chants' accounts anno 1745 whereby it appearing that a transferr 
from Radakissen Cawne’s account for five thousand nine hundred 
fifty five rupees, seven annas and three pie (5955-7-3) to Lucki- 
condseat’s account was wrote back to the other merchants’ 
accounts in that sett which account they refused signing, alledg- 
ing that Luckicondseat never acquainted them thereof, which he- 
on the other hand asserted he did, upon which the question was- 
put whether when any -one of the sett was broke the whole body 
is answerable to make good the ballance and particularly in this- 
case whether it shall stand - to the merchants’ names as it does- 
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126. Captain Baron of the Winchelsea not touching at. 
Durassapatam are without redwood for dunnage. 

127. The 10th instant Captain Hutchinson requested to be- 
paid for sundrys provided on account the Swallow snow amount- 
ing to rupees 693-1-5 which complyed with and enclose his 
request. 

128. Have granted a bill of exchange to 


Thomas Godfrey Esq. at 2-4 £60-4-9.. 

Mrs. Margaret Wright at 2-2 24-11-6.. 


129. Master Attendant being down the river, cannot send, 
account snows repairing by this conveyance. 

130. Invoice and bill of lading enclosed amounting to rupees. 
249625. 

131. Send 447 pieces of cossaes Malda fine of 40 and 2^ for a 
tryal. 

132. Request a supply of Madeira wine not receiving any this, 
year. 

133. Wish this vessell a safe and speedy passage. 

Postscript 

Since closing the foregoing received advices from Fort St. 
David dated 5 October that the general had raised the seige of 
Pondicherry. 

William Barwell/ George Pattle/A. Dawson/Humffreys 
Bellamy /William Kempe/E. Eyles/William Fytche/ 
Roger Drake /E. H. Cruttenden. 

Fort William, 
the 19th November 1748. 

(Ref: Bengal Letters from the Coast and Bay, 26th July to- 
22nd December 1748, Vol. 14, pp. 70 — 91.) 
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LETTER D TED 22 DECEMBER 1748 

Large supply of provisions to Fort St. George — Alivardi 
Khan’s reaction at the capture of two Armenian ships hy the- 
English — lack of funds at Dacca delay the dispatch of goods. 
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27. The gentlemen at Cossimbuzar under date the 21st instant 
enclosed a letter from Coja Wazeed to the President to which a 
speedy answer was desired, he staying at Muxadavad on that 
account only. They advised at the same time that they v/ere 
unacquainted v/ith the purport of the letter but were informed 
that a clearance of their business depended upon him alone, to 
which v/e yesterday replyed that the purport of Coja Wazeed’s 
letter was concerning the complaint of the Armenians, Moguls 
etc. about the Bussorah and Juddah ships to which the President 
has sent an answer acquainting him it was out of our power to 
give them any redress but should always use our best offices for 
their advantage, so hope that our business will meet with ho 
further interruption. 

28. In this packet we send Your Honours duplicates of the 
accounts sale of goods in the import warehouse as specified in the 
list thereof together with duplicate of our indent and the price 
current of Europe commodities here. 

29. The indent of stores wanted here likewise transmit Your 
Honours as also the price current of stores anno 1748 together 
with the account remained of stores here the 31st October 1748 
and abstract thereof for last year. 

30. Enclosed is a list of coral imported here since the year 
1746 which has not been hitherto claimed, copy whereof v/e shall 
forward to the Coast by the first conveyance. 

31. We are nov/ to advise Your Honours of the several sums 
for which we have granted bills of exchange, payable ninety days 
after sight as usual, and first of those granted to Your Honours’ 

-covenanted servants at two shillings and four pence each rupee, 
who have been duly sworn that the same is on the following 
.accounts: 

On the 26th January of Messrs. Fytche 
and Burrow on their own account 
thirty thousand -tv/o hundred fifty 
eight rupees tv/elve annas and nine pie 
(30258-12-.9) payable to William 
Dunster Esqr. or order at 2.4 each is 

£3530-3-10. 

On the 26th January of William Fytche 
Esqr, on his own account .seven 
hundred eighty seven rupees three 
annas and nine pic (787-3-9) payable 
to Me-ssrs, Gosling and Bonnet or 
order at 2.4 each 


19-16-11. 
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the captains’ requests for the same, as they in all probability will 
not be returned hither, as also Captain Wood’s and their several 
requests for the money advanced them for the use and expences 
of their ships together with one of each of the bonds they had 
executed for the amount. 

6. The 10th instant we put up at outcry Your Honours’ broad 
cloth, lead and iron, the account sales whereof is herewith sent,, 
by wliich you will please to observe that the aurora broad cloth 
sold at a high price and part of the green at twenty per cent 
advance but the red would not sell. As this last is an improper 
sortment for this place and was originally designed for Bombay,, 
we have come to a resolution to send it by the Prince William. 

7. Enclosed in this packet we send Your Honours an indent 
of sundries wanted in the import warehouse which we request 
your compliance with. 

8. On tlie arrival of the forty chests of treasure per Bombay 
Castle our merchants pi*essed us very much to advance them 
sixteen per cent on their dadney contracts without which they 
alleged they should be wholly unable to comply therewith, the 
cloth which they had provided at the aurungs being stopped there 
on account of money tliey owe and Omichund by letter acquaint- 
ed us that he was apprehensive of interruptions in getting down 
the goods he had contracted for through want of supplying his 
correspondents with money and therefore requested us to pay off 
the ballance due to him anno 1747. 

9. At the same time Mr. Alexander Murray agent for the 
squadron under Mr. Boscawen’s command sent in a letter re- 
questing two laack and thirty thousand /230000/ rupees for His 
Majesty’s service. 

10. Having taken those several requests into consideration and 
having other demands that we were obliged to comply with, such 
as captains’ requests, a bill of exchange from the gentlemen at 
the West Coast for twenty four thousand two hundred and thirty 
rupees and purchasing of rice for the Coast, besides our own cur- 
rent expences, we came to the following result. 

To advance the merchants sixty thousand rupees /60000/ 

To advance Omichund sixty thousand rupees /60000/ and 

To advance Mr. Murray fifty four thousand five hundred 
rupees /54500/ which last smn has been adjusted here by trans- 
fers. 
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36. We have laden on this ship sundry goods and merchandize’ 
as per invoice and bill of lading enclosed, amounting to seven 
laack thirty one thousand Current Rupees (731000), 

37. Mr. Roger Drake who di.spatches this ship will advise Your- 
Honours of the necessaries from Ingellie.. 

38. We wish her a safe and speedy passage to Your Honours, 
and are with the utmost respect. 

May it please Your Honours 

Your most faithful and most-, 
humble servants 

Will. Barwell/Geo. Pattle/A, Dawson/Hum. Bellamy/ 
W. Kempe/E. Eyles/Roger Drake/E, H. Cruttenden. 

Fort William, 
the 27 Jany. 1748/9. 

P.S.— 

By private advices fronr Bombay we are informed that the- 
Durrington and Stratham arrived there the 20lh October from-. 
St. Augustin’s which place they sailed from the 19th August, 
where they left the Houghton who lost her passage round the- 
Cape having lost her bow-sprit and foremast. 

(Ref: L. to C. 1749. Home Public, Vol. I, 1748-49, pp. 1-11.- 
Extracts from paragraphs 10. 11, 13, 14, 18 and 20 published, 
in Long’s Selections from Unpub'lished Records, 174,8-67, p. 12). 
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LETTER DATED 11 FEBRUARY 1748/49 

Supply of provisions to Admiral Boscawen — difficulties: 
experienced hy the stoppage of business at Jagdia — new regula- 
- tions concerning the military and artillery to be enforced. 

'T' O the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Hon’ble- 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the- 
East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours 

1. Under date the 27th ultimo we addressed Your Honours b> 
the Exeter which ship was dispatched by Mr. Roger Drake the- 
1st instant from Ingellie when she drew seventeen feet nine- 
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-very little superiour to the fine alliballies, that the seerhaud- 
• connaes were not kept up to the due thickness and of the cam- 
brick kind bordering upon the mulmulls, that the nainsooks were 
. dearer than the former years and not so good in quality, of which 
we acquainted the gentlemen at Dacca and directed them to have 
■ due regard thereto in future. 

15. The 24th November as there was a vacancy for a chaplain 
at this place by the demise of the Reverend Mr. Robert Wynch 
we appointed the Reverend Mr. Charles Webber, Batchelor of 
Divinity, to fill up the same at the usual salary and allowance, 
he being a gentleman of merit and general good character. 

16. We advised Your Honours in our last of having appointed 
Ml'. Thomas Boddam of Council at Cossimbuzar, he being a young 
gentleman of great industry and merit. 

17. We are now to advise Your Honours of the several sums 
for which we have granted bills of exchange payable ninety 
days after sight as usual and first of those granted your cove- 
nanted servants who have been duly sworn that the money is on 
the following accounts. 

On the instant of Messrs. Fytche and 

Burrow account of Mr. John Andrews 
eight hundred sixty five rupees 
six annas and nine pie/865-6-9/ 
payable to Messrs. Thomas and 
Nicholas Crisp or order at 2-4 each is 

On the 16th of Captain Jonathan Ranson 
nineteen thousand five hundred and 
four rupees two annas and nine pie 
/ 19504-2-9/ payable to William Davis 
Esq. and Captain Thomas Hill or order 
at 2-4 each — 

On the 19 of Mrs. Mary Harrison account 
of Mr. Samuel Harrison thirty eight 
thousand five hundred sixty four 
/38564/, payable to Mr. Samuel Harri- 
son or in his absence to Mr. Robert 
Harrison or order at 2.4 each — 

On the 19 of Mr. George Heath two thou- 
sand five hundred eighty eight rupees 
nine annas nine pie /2588-9-9/ payable 
to Mr. Richard Barwell or order at 
2.4 each — 


£100-19-31. 


£2275-9-9. 


4499-2-8^. 


302-0-1. 
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7, We are now lo advise Youi' Honours o£ the several sums 
for which we have granted bills of exchange payable ninety 
days after sight as usual and lirst of those granted at two 
shillings and four pence per rupee (2,4) to your covenanted 
servants who liavc been duly sworn that the money so paid in 
is on the following accounts viz., 

On the 301 h January of Mrs. Mice Forster 
account coral three thousand two 
hundred . twentynine rupees, one 
anna, nine pie (3229.1.9) payable to 
Mr. Jacob Dias or order at 2,4. each 
is £376.14 

On the 30th January of. do do account 
coral sixteen thousand nine lumdred 
ninety seven rupees, thirteen annas, 
nine pie (16997.13.9) payable to Mr. 

Lewis Mendez nr order at 2.4 each is • 1983 . 11 . B 

On the 2nd Feby. of William Fytche 
Esqr. on his own account two hund- 
I’eri fifty seven rupees, two annas and 
three pie (257:2,3) payable to Richard 
Binyon Esqr. or order at 2.4. each is £30 

On the 6th Feby. of William Kempe Esqr. 
and Mr. William Lyndsay account 
Mr. George Heath six hundred rupees 
(600) payable to Mr. George Heath or 
order at 2.4 each is fO 

On the 6th February of William Kempe 
Esqr. on his own accqunt one hund- 
red seventy one rupees, six annas,- 
nine pie (171.6.9) payable to Cristo- 
pber Wyirll Esqr. and Mrs. Anne 
Kempe or order at 2.4 each is 20 

On the 6th February of Messrs. Fytche 
and Burrow account Doctor Stephen 
Lightfoot six hundred and fifty 
rupees, eleven annas and three pie 
(650.11.3) payable to Mr. Richard 
BoddicoU or order at 2.4 each is 75.18.3 

8, The whole amount of sums for which we have granted 
bills of exchange at two shillings and four pence each rupee is 
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On the 21st December of Captain David 
Rannie account Mr. John Munro nine 
thousand two hundred and thirty- 
rupees twelve annas and three pie 
/9230-12-3/ payable to John Munro 
Esq. or order at 2.4 each — 

On the 21st of Mr. George Gray three 
thousand six hundred and eighty 
rupees fifteen annas /3680-15/ payable 
to Mr. Robert Coult or order at 2.4 
each — 

On the 22nd of Mrs. Elizabeth Beard ten 
thousand rupees /lOOOO/, payable to 
Richard Benyon and Osmond Beavoir 
Esqrs. or oi'der at 2s. 2d each is 
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'lflOO-0-0. 


398-15-4.. 


1083-6-8. 


20. The whole amount of bills granted at two shillings and- 
two pence each rupee is twenty seven thousand two hundred and 
Uventy four rupees nine annas and three pie /27224-9-3/ or 
£2924-15-0. 


21. As we had not money to pay off Mrs. Mary Harrison’s 
interest note Your Honours will observe that we have granted her 
bills of exchange at two shillings and four pence 2.4 each rupee 
in consequence of her request, copy whereof we send herewith 
for Your Honours’ perusal. 

22. The doctor’s indent for sundry medicines wi’nted in the 
shop comes enclosed. 

23. We have permitted Mr. George Heath, one of Your' 
Honours’ covenanted servants, to take his passage for Europe in 
the Porto Bello, Captain Fisher commander, in consequence of' 
his request and the usual ninety six rupees /96/ to be paid by 
all persons returning to Europe will be received into Your 
Honours’ treasury from his attorneys here. 

24. The Nabob arrived at Muxadavad the 30th ultimo and- still 
continues in both the subaships of Bengali and Bahar. His great- 
success we are apprehensive will make him haughty and in all 
probability troublesome. 

25. Enclosed is a register of diamonds laden on= board this; 
vessel. 
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Ihirloen thousand two hundred sixty two rupees, eight annas 
(13262.8.-) or £1436.15.4. 

11. We have also granted three certificates [...] one tenoiir 
and date for each of the following sums one of which being ac- 
complished the other two to become void viz., 

On the 6th Feby. of Mrs. Mice Forster ac- 
count the estate of John Hope Esqr. Crs. 1521.11.3 

Of Mr. William Lyndsay account Capt. 

Thomas Stevens Crs. 933.6. 

On the 11th Feby. of Messrs. Fytche and 
Burrow account Capt. Matthew 
Court Crs. 1000 

12 The whole amount of sums for which we have granted 
three certificates as above is three thousand four hundred fifty 
five rupees, one anna, three pie (3455.1.3.). 

13. Since closing the register of bills of exchange at two 
shillings and four pence each rupee we have granted the follow- 
ing bilib at that rate the amount thereof being made good here 
viz., 

On the 11th Feby. of Edward Holden 
Cruttenden Esqr. one thousand seven 
hundred and fourteen rupees, four 
annas and six pie (1714.4.6) payable to 
Mr. Robert Cliff or order at 2.4 each 
is £200 

Of Mr. Robert Orme three hundred and 
forty rupees (340) payable to Mr. 

Benjamin Allen or oi*der at 2*4 each 
is 39.13.4 

14. Your Honours’ ship the Pi’ince William, Captain William 
Webber, is now under dispatch from Ingellee for Suratt and 
Bombay having on board sundry gruff goods and broad cloth 
amounting to one hundred twenty five thousand four hundred 
seventy six rupees and three pies (125476-0-3) exclusive of freight 
which amounts to sixteen thousand three hundred thirty eight 
rupees, fourteen anna's and six pies (16338-14-6). 

15. We have now the pleasure to advise Your Honours of 
the safe arrival here of the Sommerset, Captain Tolson who 
acquaints us that he parted with the Pelham Iridiaman, twelve 
digrees (12) to the southward of the line. 
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been favoured with Your Honours’ commands under date the 
10th May 1748 accompanying His Majesty’s proclamation for the 
cessation of arms to which we shall pay due obedience. 

2. This waits on Your Honours per Exeter to advise of your 
affairs under our management since the 22nd December and 
servos to transmit you Captain Weston’s requests for the several 
sums of money which have been advanced him for the use and 
expences of this [ship ?] with one of the bonds he has executed 
for the same together with the bonds entered into by Captains 
Baron, Fisher and Broadley for the sums of money which they 
took up here for the expences of their ships. 

3. We arc pi’eparing to dispatch the Eastcourt and Bombay 
Castle and hope to get them away sometime in February. 

4. Before any bales were laden on the ship she was duely 
surveyed and the captain’s request with the Master Attendant’s 
report comes enclosed as also Captain Weston’s requests for 
saltpetre laden on the Exeter. 

5. Your Honours having ordered ten tonns (10) of turmerick 
to be sent you we have laden on board this vessell on charter- 
party terms to be shot loose in the hold, the captain having first 
consented thereto. 

6. Enclosed in this packet we send Captain Weston’s request 
for men upon which we sent for the Commandant to know if 
any could be spared him to which he replied that we could not 
spare any. 

7. In our address per Swallow we advised Your Honours of 
Messrs. Blachford’s and Bellamy’s not having wrote us for some 
time since when we thought proper to order one of the gentle- 
men of Dacca to repair thither and the Chief and Council there 
dispatched Mr. Pearkes on that service who inspected in that 
matter. 

8. In a letter from those gentlemen under date the 13 Decem- 
ber they represent to us their having wrote by the way of Dacca 
the 27 May last as by duplicate enclosed acknowledging the 
receipt of the treasure and pinnace as likewise triplicate of an 
invoice amounting to five thousand two hundred seventy six 
rupees and three annas (5276/3/-), that they forwarded the origi- 
nal to the gentlemen at Dacca who acknowledged the receipt 
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LETTER DATED 24 FEBRUARY 1748/49 

Shipping matters — high prices of coarse goods due to incur- 
sions of the Marathas — case of the Jedda ship captured by Cap- 
tain Browne — measures contemplated to check the abuses of 
dastak. 

To the Hon’ble Court of Directors for Affairs of the Hon’ble 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East 
Indies. 


May it please Youi Honours 

1. Duplicate of our address under date the 11th instant per 
Eastcourt we herewith transmit Your Honours and are now to 
acquaint you of your affairs since that time as also to reply to- 
your commands per Somersett. 

2. The Eastcourt was dispatched from Ingellie the 15th instant 
by Mr. Edward Eyles'when she drew seventeen foot, seven inches 
(17' 7") water forward and eighteen foot (18') water abaft. 

3. In obedience to your orders for dispatching the Somersett 
to the Coast, we directed Captain Tolson on the 13th instant to 

get her in readiness to proceed thither with all expedition. In 
consequence whereof he petitioned us for three or four sloops to 
lighten her to such a draught of water as the pylot should esteem 
requisite for cari’ying her down fi’om Rogues river where she 
then lay to Ingellie, which request we complied with and direct- 
ed the Warehouse Keeper to keep ten chests of treasure in readi- 
ness to be reladen on board her for China in case of the Pelham’s 
arrival before her departure from hence. ' ■ 

4. Enclosed Your Honours will receive the manifests of the 
private trade landed here from the Eastcourt and Somersett to- 
gether with the reports thereof which dn a strict scrutiny was 
found on board them. 

5. In the course of our Consultations, one sett whereof has 
been already transmitted you and another goes by this convey- 
ance, Your Honours will observe that the goods imported here 

328 
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of nn Arab Jiojjjo \o !}(' disposed of in Calcutta which they be- 
lieved Would bo very ,'icct‘jUablo to him. Cojjy of the translate 
of the pi rwnnnrth and tiu* President’s reply we herewith send 
for Vo'ur Honours’ notice. 


VA. The rent!- 
advi-ed that p'-;- 
put StOJi to t!lc 


■m' n at Dacca in a letter dated the 8th in.stant 
itive ortieis ariiVed there from Muxadnbad to 
;r iuir-intss in ja m-ral. 


1-5. in rc))!y to the ;<bs‘'ve letters we? acquainted the r^cntlemen 
at Cossimburar that w<* should not be apain.st their keeping the 
Durbar c. :y ■: to hr dtuse c.-! Jv.'-.on.aJdt* U-nin^ and .s(.’nt them the 
hor.'f wliich informed us ‘.vould bo amecablc to the Nabob to 
lay hold rf ;> ptop*-:- opjiertunity to present it to him and to the 
ponth-mcn .ai Dacca thru, wc should liave hc(?n ijlad they had got 
av.viy t:;'':r h,';!*-.‘‘. ns they v.'rde a full .stop i.s put to their business, 
wlncii we b.e.pf lie sbnjiiy cleai'-d from the Prc.sident’s 
aiuw/'-r tti tl;** NabnbV perwannah for that purpo.sc. 


Ti'.e Kttrort V.'ri?«-hotisi- Keeper informing the Board the 
ath in; tnni tiiat tlw meicimni.s can bring in over and above their 
contract;: about one iuindn d and seventy bales (170) of dilTercnt 
soriments of v;?... cc opci's. cos.snc.s. co.ssajurah. hummums, 

mulnnd.s. Santiuore mvdnuills. Cossajiirah do do fine, nillaes. 
soosit's an<l terrendan'.s and as at this juncture they may be 
serviceable to Yfuir Honours and of aid to our tonnage we agreed 
to accept the same. 


IG. Under date the lath October the gentlemen at Bombay 
advised us that they had seceived information that the messenger 
they had sent to the Sou Rajah to obtain redress for the seizure of 
Yotir Honours’ raw silk was arrived there but were then un- 
acquainted with the reception he met with or whether it will 
have the desired efTecl. 

17. By a letter bearing date the 18th instant the gentlemen at 
Css-simbuzar acquaint(?d u.s that our boats were stopped at 
Sydabnd and that they bad informed the Armenians of our 
threatning not to permit their ships to pass this fort which had 
not then the wished for oiled, that what silk and silk piece goods 
they .should be able to procure this season would be in readiness 
to be sent down by the 3th of next month, which they presumed 
we would send a .strong pally to escort, which parly was accord- 
ingly ordered in a Consultation of the 23rd instant and llie gentle- 
men at Cossimbuzar advised thereof. 
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10. The gentlemen now in Calcutta -who signed to those notes 
beg leave to represent unto Your Honours that the prizings that 
year were not concluded till the afternoon when there were a 

. hundred bales and upwards to be packed up before sunsett that 
the merchants might have room sufficient in the warehouse to 
begin sorting other goods, that there was aUvays one of your 
: servants who counted the cloth as it was carried to the bales. 
* The other junior servants are constantly’’ employed in filling up 
the notes, besides which there are two centinels placed to, have 

- an eye that none of the cloth is stolen after it. is carried out of 
► the warehouse untill the ropes are made tight and the bales 

locked up until the next day when they are screwed and gunnys 
-sewed on. Therefore they hope Your Honours will not deem 
them liable to make good that deficiency as they represent they 
-al way's acted with the utmost caution to prevent any fraud being 
committed herein. They also desire to observe that by the bales 
.appearing to be cut it is more probable they were plundered 
. after they left the warehouse. 

11. We shall agreeable to Your Honours’ directions endeav- 
our to reduce the price of coarse goods if possible, but the country 
where those sortments are made, having greatly suffered by 
the incursions of the Marrattas and the march of the Nabob s 

. armies and the workmen being dispersed and numbers destroyed 
. and ruined, will prevent us we fear as yet from reducing the 
; price in any great .degree and cotton still continues at so high a 
price as from tw*enty tw'o to tw'enty' three rupees per maund 
i(22 to 23). 

12. Your Honours will observe in the paragraph of our 
-address per Sw'aliow' snow' in w'hat manner w'e acted in relation 

to the gurrah contracts unadjusted and how w'e contracted for 
this season to which w-e shall exact a compliance as far as the 
-nature and circumstances of the contract w'ill admit. 

13. The 13th instant w'e acquainted Ramnaut Bose with Your 
Honours’ orders in relation to him w'ho replied that he has not 

- wherew'ithal left to purchase victuals and on the 20th we ordered 
Ragometre and Monickdutt to examine into his books and ac- 
counts. and shall, if he is found unable to pay the annual two 
thousand rupees, proceed to the sale of his house in obedience 

■fo Your Honours’ directions. 

14. We have directed Your Honours’ orders in relation to the 
.'Dutch pretences to an exclusive trade in opium to be affixed at 
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now in Youi* Honours’ books or be transferred to Luckicondseat’s 
account, when we all agreed [that it should] stand to the several 

merchants' names f ] and the merchants were- 

accordingly ordered [ ] accounts. 

24. The 16th instant the Accomptant acquainting us that he 
was then upon striking the ballance of the general books and’, 
that it was impossible for him to proceed therein till the affair 
was settled with those merchants for whom Bulram Cotmah was- 
security and having received a petition from Bulram Cotmah in- 
relation thereto, copy whereof is enclosed, we took the same into- 
consideration the 19th when the majority of the Board being of 
opinion that ho ought to make good the ballance due from his- 
sett to Your Honours immediately, we ordered the Accomptant 
to transferr the ballanccs due from them to his account which 
tran.sfcrr. if not siifhcicnt, we shall demand the ballance of him. 
However we take the liberty to mention to Your Honours that we 
look upon the allegations in his petition to be matters of fact 
and therefore not unworthy of your consideration. 

25. The 20th instant the Accomptant brought in the profit and 
lo.'.s article, the ballance [then] being ten laack twenty three 
thousand five lumdred seventy nine rupees fourteen annas and 
nine pie (102357.9-14-9) which, c.xclusive of the loss occasioned 
by the Marrattoes plundering of the raw silk and increase of 
interest, appeai-s to be much the same as last year. 

26. The gentlemen at Dacca in a letter dated the 16th instant,, 
in answer to our remarks on their investment of which we advis- 
ed Your Honours in our address per Lapwing, write that though 
the fine alliballies may appear in the outward fold near as good 
as the superfine, yet as they are cuttall goods they fall very 
considerably in the inward folds which is not the case of the 
superfine, they holding their goodness through [out]; besides 
there is the difference of one hundred and fifty threads (150) in 
those sorlments, that the seerhandconnahs are agreeable to their 
musters and instructions in their list of investment and that the 
nainsooks are four annas per piece cheaper than any sent last 
year except seventeen pieces which were dispatched at the close 
of the season. In the same letter they advise that the govern- 
ment* have not only put a stop to their business but have taken, 
mutchulkas from the moodys not to supply them with any 
provisions. 
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prized our merchants are obliged to have dustucks everj' day 
and to bring in their goods in such a manner as they can get 
them away frcttn the several petty jurisdictions under which 
they are made so that there is sometimes’ more and sometime 
less brought either by land or water than the dustuck mentions. 

19. Your Honours may be assured that if any fraud is dis- 
covered or proved to be committed by those who take dustucks, 
the goods shall be seized or if you are brought into any trouble 
vrith the countrj' Government they shall be obliged to answer 
it and make good the damages. Thus far we are of opinion the 
nature of the country and people will permit and maj’’ be advant- 
ageous to Your Honours’ affairs, but losing time at an improper 
season of the year when the business is transacting in a hurry 
by severe searching and using forms on the arrival of every 
boat will only we apprehend tend to impede your business and 
retard the dispatch of your shipping. 

20. We assure Your Honours that if the country Government 
endeavours to encroach on anj' of the privileges granted you by 
the royal phirmaund we shall support them with our utmost 
efforts. 

21. The military on the arrival of Major Mosman will be 
regulated agreeable to Your Honours’ directions. 

22. The 13th instant our dadney merchants delivered us a 
petition concerning their goods at Jellingee in the Naugree 
language, translate whereof is enclosed in this packet, and for 
our resolutions thereon we beg leave to referr Your Honours 
to our Consultation of that day, copies whereof we transmitted 
to the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar to' act agreeable therto, whose 
reply thereto under date the 19th instant is extracted at large 
in this day’s consultation. 

23. As by the several letters lately received from thence it 
appeared that there was no likelihood of a clearance to their 
business so as to get away their silk and silk peice goods in time 
for the dispatch of the Bombay Castle and as it was veiy late in 
the season, we oh the 20th instant came to a resolution to dis- 
patch her with all expedition to Your Honours with such goods 
as were on hand judging with what bales we picked up by 
one means or other we should have sufficient for her tonnage 
or very near it and which is now compleated 
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Oa the 26th January of Mr. John 
Hipwood on his own account sixty 
six rupees (66) payable to Mrs. 

Hannah Hipwood or order at 2.4 
each ■ 7-14. 

32. The whole amount of sums for which we have drawn bills 
at two shillings and four pence each rupee is thirty one thousand 
one hundered and two rupees and six pie (31102-0-6) or £3629-14. 

33. We have likewise granted bills of exchange at two 
.shillings and two pence each rupee, for the following sums viz., 

On the 5th January, of Messrs. Fytche 
and Burrow account Miss Elizabeth 
Torriano eleven thousand two 
hundred ninety two rupees six annas 
and three pies (11292-6-3) payable 
to Richard Binyon and Thomas Hall 
Esqrs. at 2-2 each is £1223-6-10. 

On the 18th January of Messrs. Fytche, 

Burrow and Orme account the 
estate of Mr. John Saunders one 
hundred twenty eight thousand nine 
hundred eighty nine rupees eight 
annas and six pies (128989-8-6) pay- 
able to John Horn and Edmund 
Godfrey Esqr. or order at 2-2 each 13973-17-4. 

On the 26th January of Mr. Joshua 
Bodley account Mr. James Meredith 
one hundred eighty four rupees nine 
annas and nine pie (184-9-9) pay- 
able to Mr. . Thomas Barrat or 
order at 2-2 each 20 

On the 26th January of Mr. John 
Zephaniah Holwell four hundred 
thirty five rupees three annas and 
nine pie (435-3-9) payable to Messrs. 

Gosling and Bennet or order at 

2-2 each is 47-3. 

34. The whole amount of sums for which we have drawn bills 
«t two shillings and two pence each rupee is one hundred forty 
thousand nine hundred and one rupees twelve, annas and three 
•pie (140901-12-3) or £15264-7-2. 

35. Enclosed is a manifest of private trade laden on the 
Exeter to which the captain has been duly sworn. 

125 Dir. of Arch. 
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seventy one rupees, six annas and 
nine pie (8571 : 6 : 9) payable to 
William Davis Esqr. or order @2:4 
each ... 1000 0 0 

On the 24th of Humphrey Bellamy Esqr.- 
account Mr. Paul Richard Pearkes 
four hundred rupees (400. — ) payable 
to Mrs. Elizabeth Pearkes or order 
at 2.4 each ... 46 13 4 

28. The whole amount of sums for which we have granted 
bills of exchange at two shillings and four pence each rupee is 
nine thousand fifty seven rupees, two annas and three pie 
(90.57 : 2 : 3) or £s 1056 : 13 : 4. 

29. We have likewise granted bills of exchange at two 
shillings and two pence each rupee for the following sums* 

On the 20th February of Messrs. Samuel 
Court and William Young account 
Mrs. Catharine Stackhouse five 
thousand five hundred ninety five 
rupees, six annas (5595 : 6 : — ) pay- 
able to Messrs. Richard Eyre and 
Joseph Styles or order at 2 : 2 each is . £606 3 4 

Oh the 23rd of William Fytche Esqr.’ ac- 
count Mr. Stephen Austen four hund- 
red ninety nine rupees (499) payable 
to Mr. Stephen Austen or order @ 

2:2 each 54 1 2 

Oh the 23rd of Messrs. Fytche and 
Burrow and Orme account the estate 
of Mr. John Saunders seven hundred 
thirty five rupees, six annas and nine 
pie (735: 6: 9) payable to Messrs. 

John Herne and Edmund Godfrey or 

order at 2 : 2 each is ••• 79 13 4 

30. The whole amount of sums for which we have granted ♦ 
bills of exchange at two shillings and two pence each rupee is 
six thousand eight hundred twenty nine rupees, twelve annas 
and nine pie (6829 : 12 : 9) or £739 : 17 : 10. 
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inches water forward (17 feet 9 inches) and seventeen feet three 
inches abaft (17 feet 3 inches). Duplicate of said address comes 
herewith. 

2. Your Honours' ships Royal George and Rhoda being arriv- 
ed from tlic Coast. Captain Thomas Field, the commander of the 
former, sent in a letter to the Board the 2nd instant to advise us 
that Admiral Boscawen had sent him down here to take in provi- 
sions for the fleet but finding by information from the agents 
that there would not be sufficient lading for him he requested 
us to order three thousand (3000) bags of rice to be laden on 
board him for Fort St. David garrison which quantity he judged 
would be sufficient to comploat his tonnage and Captain Jehn 
McNemarra. commander of the latter, having sent in a letter to 
the same purpose, we ordered that quantity to be purchased and 
laden on board them and we judge those ships will be ready to 
sail about the 25th instant. 

3. The Governor and Council of Fort St. David having wrote 
to us about the badness of the wheat sent them up per Colchester 
we called upon Mr. Bellamy, then Buxey, to know how it 
happened who referred us to the Consultation of the 27th Feb- 
ruary 1747/8 where it appears to be purchased by the Board, 
there being at that time no other wheat in the place and the 
Colchester not being then able to proceed to the Coast, the wheat 
lay in our goaloes the last rains which must consequently preju* 
dice it. 

4. Enclosed we send Your Honours Captain Benson’s requests 
for the several s»’ms of money which have been advanced him 
for the use and expcnces of the Eastcourt with one of the bonds 
he has executed for the same together with the bonds entered 
into by Captain William Weston for the money granted him for 
iiie expences of the Exeter. 

5. This ship was duly surveyed by the Master Attendant 
before we proceeded to lade bales on her as by the captain’s 
request and Master Attendant's report herewith transmitted. 

6. The gentlemen at Dacca have s'ince our last address in- 
formed us that their affairs remain in the same situation as when 
they wrote us last and by letters from Messrs. Blachford and 
Bellamy at Jugdea we are informed the like stop is put to busi- 
ness there and that it is a great favour that they can procure 
comnjon subsistence. 
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Shipping details — the Maraiha attack repulsed by the Nawah’s 
forces — various attempts made to obtain clearance of business — 
the road from the Fort to Sutanati to be repaired out of the 
merchants* account current — alterations in the personnel of the 
Council. 

To the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Hon’ble 
the United Company of Merchants of England trading to the 
East Indies. 


May it please Your Honours 

1. The gentlemen at Fort St. Davids having advised us that 
they intend dispatching two of Your Honours’ ships to Europe 
in September and a conveyance now offering to the Coast, we lay 
hold of the opportunity to enclose Your Honours duplicate of our 
last address under dale the 25th of February per Bombay Castle 
which ship was dispatched by Mr. Edward Holden Cruttenden 
from Ingellee the 2nd of March when she drew 17 feet 5 inches 
water forward and 18 feet 3 inches abaft. We shall now proceed 
to give Your Honours an account of your affairs under our 
management since that time ranging the same under the usual 
heads. 

First, concerning shipping. 

2. By the Hawke sloop built for the service of this Presidency 
■which imported here the 27th of February last from the Coast the 
President and Council there forwarded to us Your Honours’ 
commands by the Tarter man of war and Pelham -• Indiaman 
which being opened were found to be the same as those received 
jper Somerset. 

3. In their advices by that sloop they acquainted us they were 
then coining the bullion received per Tarter and Pelham into 
rrupees, fifteen chests whereof they sent us by that conveyance 
and fifteen more by the Fort William, a countrey ship then bound 
■to this port, and at the same time they requested us to send them 
a large supply of petre to keep in store for any occasion that 
smight offer. 
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twenty one thousand nine hundred and six x-upees three annas 
and nine pie (21906.3.9) or £2555,14.6, 

9. We have likewise granted bills of e,vchange at two shillings 
and two pence eacli rupee for the following sums viz., 

On the 7th Feby. of Mr, Thomas Cooke 
account Mr, Miles Barnes three 
hundred ninety six rupees, fourteen 
annas, nine pie (396,14,9) pa3'able to 
Mr, Miles Barnes or order at 2.2 each 
is £43 


On the 7th Feby. of do do account Cant. 

Richard Thelwall eight hundred fifty 
one rupees, one anna, three pie 
(851.1.3) payable to Capt. Richard 
Thelwall or order at 2.2 each is 92-4 


Of Messrs. Fytchc. Burrow and 0«’ni(» 
account Richard Nevill Esqr. on^ 
thousand four hundred ninety six 
rupees, eleven annas and three pi** 
(1496.11.3) payable to Richard Nevill 
Esqr. or order at 2.2. each is 

Of Mr. James Senegal nine thousand and 
seven rupees, seven annas and nine 
pie (9007.7.9) payable to himself or 
order at 2.2 each is 

Of Mr. James Ross two hi<ndred eighteen 
iiipees (218) paj’able to Mr. James 
Gay or order at 2.2. each is 

On the 11 Feby. of Messrs. Fytche, 
Buxtow and Orme account Mx's, Sarah 
Hawkins three hundred sixty nine 
rupees, three annas and nine pie 
(369.3.9) payable to Messrs. Gosling 
and Bennet or order at 2.2 each is 

On the 11 Feby. of Capt. Jonn Coales rxine 
hundred twentythree rupees, one 
anna and three pie (923.1.3) payable 
to Messrs, Gosling and Bennett or 
oi'der at 2.2 each is 


162.2.10 


• 975.16.2 


23.12.4 


£40 


100 


10. The whole amount of sums for which we have granted 


bills of exchange at two shillings and two pence ear*’' 


N 


f 




N. 
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•orders to give for the quantity he took in. She arrived here the 
3rd of May and the captain delivered us one hundred and eighty 
one peices (181) weighing factory maunds three hundred and 
eighty six and five seers (386.5) of which we advised the gentle* 
men at the Coast. 

11. By the Essex, a countrey ship, wliich imported here the 
29th May from Fort St. Davids the President and Council advis- 
ed us of the arrival there of His Majesty’s ship the Syren with 
fifty (50) chests of treasure consigned to us which they took out 
to enable them to send the Pelham and Somerset to China. At 
the same time they forwarded Your Honours’ commands of the 
21st July. 

12. Under date the 28th of May the gentlemen on the Coast 
forwarded the invoice of the redwood per Success and promised 
to send us a further supply as opportunity offered, requesting at 
the same time that we would furnish them with four thousand 
bags of saltpetre (4000) for their kintladge by the earliest con- 
veyance. We replied thereto under date the 14th of June and 
advised them of the arrival of the Edgbaston here and if any of 
Your Honours’ ships should go thither in August or any of the 
countrey ships should take it on easy terms we intended to supply 
them with what saltpetre we could spare, that we had observed 
they received the fifty chests (50) of biillion designed for the 
service of this Presidency per Syren of which we were in hopes ' 
to have received some part but our expectation being disapoint- 
ed, we greatly feared it would prove very prejudicial to Your 
Honours’ investments and desired them of taking all opportuni- 
ties of sending us some supply. 

13. The President and Couiicil of Bombay in a letter dated 
the 11th of May advised us of the arrival of the Prince William 
there with the consignment of broad cloth, iron, gunneys, and 
twine, which were then landing, that as they esteemed it too late 
in the season for her to proceed to Surat they would land her 
freight, and transmit suitable directions to the Chief and factors 
there to get the persons to whom it was consigned to consent 
their sending it thither by the first good conveyance that offered. 
They wrote us at the same time that the returning of the Prince 
William to us was uncertain as it depended on the setting in of 
the monsoon. However they directed Captain Webber to get 
his ship in readiness to proceed as soon as the season would 
permit: in such case they would consign us a cargoe of cotton. 
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16. We have I’eceived Your Honours’ commands of the 17th 
-June 1748 with copies of your orders under date the 9th March 
-and 18tli May preceeding. In obedience thereto Captain 
Nathaniel Jacobs was this day dismissed the military service 
■ and the charge of his company conferred on Captain George 
Minchin who came on the Somersett till the arrival of Major 
-Moseman when Your Honours’ regulations for the military and 
artillery shall be punctually observed. 


17. We beg leave at present to defer replying to the other 
.parts of your commands by this ship till the dispatch of the 
Bombay Castle which ship is detained for the arrival of the 
•Cossimbuzar goods which we expect in a few days. 


18. Enclosed is invoice and bills of lading of sundries laden 

•on board the Eastcourt amounting to seven laack eighty 
thousand rupees (780,000 ). 

19. The state of Dacca factory not being yet arrived obliges 
us to send Your Honours an open account current of this Presi- 
•^dency which we shall transmit closed by the Bombay Castle. 

20. Mr. Edward Eyles who dispatches this vessell from Ingellie 
will advise Your Honours of the necessaries from thence. 

21. We wish her a safe and speedy passage to Y^jur Honours 
.-and are with the utmost respect 

May it please Your Honours 

Your most faithful and most humble 

servants 

Will. Barwell/Geo. Pattle/A. Dawnson/Hum. Bellamy/ 
W. Kempe/E. Eyles/Roger Drake/E. H. Cruttenden. 

Fort William, 
the 11th February 1748/9. 

(Ref. L to C. 1749, Home Public, Vol. I, 1748/40 pp. 13-18. 

Paragraph 6 published in Long’s Selections from Unpuhlished 
-Records, 1748-67, p. 13.) 
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directed them to inform the Seats that if they insisted on having' 
the one per cent deducted we should chuse rather to bring the- 
whole to the Calcutta account. 

17. On the 20th March we ordered the damaged goods then 
laying in Your Honours’ warehouse to be sold at publick outcry 
and notice to be given as usual; the account sales thereof comes 
in this packet. 

18. The Import Warehouse Keeper informing us the 19th. 
June that there were several pieces of broad cloth laying open in 
the godown and esteeming it a proper season to dispose of the- 
poppenjay broad cloth belonging to Your Honours, we agreed to 
put it up at outcry the 19th instant on the established terms and. 
publick notice was affixed at the fort gate as usual but were- 
obliged to defer the sale on account of the badness of the weather- 
till the 22nd instant when we agreed to put it up at the following, 
prices viz., 


Aurora @ 68 rupees per peice 

Poppinjay 49 

Ordinary Red ^50 

Yellow 51 

Blue 49 


19. Your Honours will herewith receive the account of what; 
then sold but finding no bidders for the red poppinjay and blue- 
at the foregoing prices we came to a resolution of trying those- 
sortments again at outcry the 24th of next month together with 
the woolen goods per Walpole as also those designed us per 
Britannia should she arrive by that time, of which we have- 
given publick notice as usual. 

20. The 6th instant the damaged stores were surveyed by the- 
Board and put up to sale the 13th following as per account there- 
of herewith transmitted Your Honours. 

Thirdly, concerning investments. 

21. The Export Warehouse Keeper layed before the Board the 

20 th March an account of the damaged goods in that warehouse 
which by order of the Board were put up to sale the 20th April,, 
the. [ ] sales Your Honours will receive herewith. 
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by your ships were duely surveyed as by the reports .entered after 
the Consultations when they were delivered in but we esteem it 
proper to specifye the particulars of such as were damaged and 
short delivered which, on the captains’ refusal to pay for. are 
at their requests referred to be adjusted by Your Honours and. 
their owners. That you may have the same at one view the- 
amount of the damaged woolen goods per True Briton was seven- 
teen thousand nine hundred seventy three rupees, eleven annas 
and .three pic (17973-11-3) and of that per Prince William was 
four thousand one hundred seventy seven rupees, fourteen annas, 
nine pie (4177-14-9) in which is included the prime cost and thirty 
per cent thereon. The amount for which the captains sold these 
goods they have paid into Your Honours’ treasury but requesting 
the difference between that and the thirty per cent on invoice 
might be referred home as per Consultations of the 1st Septem- 
ber and 3rd October, we complied therewith, having no power 
to compel them to pay the difference. 

(5. There was also a deficiency of cotton by those ships viz., 
by the Prince William ourteen maunds thirty one seer (14rh. 31 
sr.) and by the True l.^iton fourteen maunds (14) for which we 
demanded payment as well as for the damage which the cotton 
sustained but have agreed to refer the same to be adjusted by 
Your Honours and their owners in consequence of their request 
entered after our Consultation of the 7lh July. 

7. On demanding payment of Capt. Brown for a shoi’t delivery 
of thirty eight maunds. twenty two seer, eight chatack (38" 22" 8)‘ 
of lead per Bombay Castle he refused to comply therewith 
alledging that it was landed at Fort St. David and there he sup- 
poses mixed with other lead and therefore at his request the- 
same is rofeiTed to be adjusted by Your Honours and his owners. 

8. We have ever since the receipt of Your Honours’ commands; 
of the 10th February been endeavouring to get the persons con- 
cerned in the Chardenagore to execute the papers sent out but 
were unable to prevail on any of them till just on the dispatch, 
of the Eastcourt when Coja Mirzah and Coja Stephan signed two 
proxies one whereof our Secretary enclosed in a letter apart to- 
Mr. Secretary Mole and the other goes in this packet. 

9. Mr. Adam Dawson. Export Warehouse-Keeper, had our 

order agreeable to the 21st and 22nd paragraphs of your letter of 
the 10th February 1747 to procure Your Honours’ satisfaction for 
the pieces wanting in the five bales per Montford and to e'^^ine* 
inl^ the same. ' 
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from the city with an intent to go in a few days on some expedi- 
tion then unknown, which if true they were apprehensive the 
stoppage would continue till his return. 

27. As we were at a loss to judge what presents the Nabob 
might want, they not being explicit on that head, we wrote them 
in reply that we could not enter upon a full discussion thereof till 
the Durbar ministers gave them a definitive answer, 

28. Under date the 6th April the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar 
informed us that Carooleybeg came to their factory and told them 
the Nabob expected they would satisfie the Armenians without 
any further delay and for the present had ordered two hundred 
horsemen and two hundred buxeries to be quartered on that 
factory, that he himself was come as a mediator between them 
and the Armenians and would do them all the good offices in his 
power. The Seats also advised them to make up this affair with 
the Nabob as soon as possible, that the longer they deferred it 
the more money they must pay but what sum would be sufficient 
for this they could not learn nor till some advances were made 

by us and tmder date the 10th following [ ] to us that the 

jemindar who commanded the forces put over them, being dis- 
satisfied at their not paying him and his people as usual, gave 
orders by beat of drum prohibiting all manner of provissions from 
coming into their factory. 

29. In reply to the foregoing we acquainted that Your Honours 
having taken notice of the large sums of money which have been 
extorted and paid the Nabob and having frequently complained 
thereof as great leaks to your estate, we could not make any 
advances on such an affair as this wherein Your Honours had 
nothing at all to do, and we therefore directed them to find out 
the Nabob’s views and ends in endeavouring thus to distress the 
Company’s affairs without any manner of reason when we should 
be the better able to take our measures, and told them it would 
be also very necessary to find out what would satisfie the govern- 
ment, that in regard to the threats and vaunts of the jemindar 
and soldiers set upon their factory they were not to be regarded 
as they signified little to the decision of the main question. 

30. Mr. Wake and Council of Bombay informed us by letter of 
the 13th of January that the messenger whom they had sent to 
the Sou Rajah about Your Honours’ raw silk which was plunder- 
ed by the Morattoes was returned but without any written 
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the publick places in our town and shall acquaint all the com- 
.mandors of ships to act agreeable to your directions. 

15. On the 20th wo read Your Honours’ 19th paragraph in 
relation to the saltpetre contract with Omichund and directed 
him to give his answer thereto in wiuting which he this day 
complied with and is entered after our Consultation. We there- 
upon debated this matter and obseiwing that the stress of Your 
Honours’ paragraph lyes upon the long use you imagine this man 
ha& of your money and which he absolutely denying to have 
received any advantage from, we ordered him to bring his proofs 
that the money advanced him on account his saltpetre contract 
was appropriated by him to that service at the time he received 
it and that the saltpetre was absolutely provided and delivered 
•by him to Mr. Braddyll' etc. Council on their requiring the same. 
Mr. Kernpe has given his opinion of the affair as per this day’s 
Consultation. 

16. The houses in Calcutta are held of Your Honours viz., 
.some by lease signed by the Governour and Council, others by a 
paper called a pattah in the Bengali language signed by the 
Zemindar for the time being. 

17. Agreeable to your directions in the 34th, 35th, 36th, 37th, 
.38th and 39lh paragraphs of your commands of the 17th June 
we took the dustuck affair into consideration and appointed Mr. 
JRoger Drake Register thereof who in the next Consultation 
representing to us that he being now a member of the Board 
where his time is so taken up at Councils, prizings and other 
•Dusiness that it would be impracticable for him to attend the 
business ordered him in a due and requisite manner and there- 
fore desiring that an inferior servant in station to him may be 
appointed to that service and some other employ allotted him 
more proper for one of the Board and Your Honours having 
•directed the Gunner and gunroom crew to be abolished and a 
■Military Storekeeper to be appointed to receive all the military 
.stoics from the Gunner, he therefore requested that employ to 
be conferred on him and it was agreed on this representation to 
•appoint Mr. Drake Military Storekeeper and to let Mr. William 
McGuire, Secretary, remain Register of the dpstucks as usual. 

18. We take the liberty to acquaint Your Honours that during 
•our administration we know of no abuse of your dustucks and are 
•firmly resolved not to permit any ill use thereof but in the busy 
treason of the year when the goods are brought to be sorted and 
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gracious reception from the Nabob who asked him if he had been 
to visit Mierabib® but on informing him that he had not, he 
seemed exceedingly well pleased and told him when he returned 
whatever he asked should be granted. 

34. On receipt of those letters, we wrote to Mr. Kelsall that 
We were pleased to observe the gracious reception he met with 
from the Nabob, and as the troubles at Cossimbuzar still continu- 
ed we would have him visit him again and deliver him an arsdast 
from the President which we then transmitted him. 

35. Under date the 19th May he wrote to us that the Nabob 
was encamped within three leagues of Cuttach and that he 
hourly expected to hear the news of Meerabeeb’s and Auga 
Sheriff’s being delivered into the Nabob’s hands by their own 
jemindar and two days following he advised us that some of the 
people whom he had sent to follow the Nabob’s army were 
returned with the news of his having entered Cuttach, that on 
his approach Meerabeeb with the Morattoes fled, that five of the 
head jemindars stayed behind and surrendered themselves to 
the Nabob who immediately cut of their heads, that no judg- 
ment could at that time be formed how long the Nabob would 
stay there as Doolooberam'’ and Meer Jaffeir to both of whom 
he offered the Nabobship having refused it as they doubted not 
but the Morattoes would return next season. 

36. As we had not received any encouragement from Cossim- 
buzar concerning the clearance of our business and Mr. Kelsall 
being near the Nabob, we directed him to use his utmost en- 
deavours to get an order from him for the clearance thereof in 
order for which to represent to him that this affair was as preju- 
dicial to him as to Your Honours and if he stopped the business 
much longer it would be impossible to do any this season, which 
clearance if he could procure we doubted not but Your Honours 
would esteem it a service done you. 

37. The Armenians having delivered us an address in Persian, 
we ordered the same to be translated and took it into considera- 
tion the first of June when they attended the Board and were 
asked to sign the paper to the Nabob which they then decided 
they would not. Copy of the paper drawn up for the Armenians 
to sign as also their address to the Board we now enclose to 
Your Honours. 

38. This refusal of the Armenians putting a stop to any hopes 
of accomodating the dispute with the Nabob and throwing our 



Licrrivi? TO coith' 


333 


\V 

o'.sr 

C;i5'*..ort 
.T; y 


r ws.ii.* *,•' :h«* "fljh jnslant nnd j’avc them 

!Tiu*nt'- <'in ;h?‘ aftrur of sfi!,* J;idda :d»ip taken by 
Hiov-Ti <d iKinibay Castli: to which we* have yet 




rr but by thi-n j<-p1y.>; to our lettoi*s of the 2fith 
1 :'<‘hn:aiy V«‘.uj Ijnnoun- will perceive in what 


'tjv.i.'il't'!'. u', .it are, 


2.'i. Vtiui Ib'Tji'U!': V. :1) oh-'uv*' 
te by ;in A- .t'o fjou*. '.lie U'.e; (-han*.;-' 
t;tk» u by Thoju:<>i bhown « 


tr.fiisiaie of a letter delivered 
vb-o r|,-<!jn the .sinp which was 
; the Ho'nb.-jy Castle is enter- 


t.) C:t\y.-A'.v. 
y: :T< by tlu 
Isrei u; - t 


:: Cere Jilta'ion of the 'JOi:: ,r..;t tn;, which beintt read 
hi- n-ph* ,-! {jo-,; th;-, v«v.;.cl was deemird a le.nal 
• Advoc.-ito at Tciii St. David, and if those penplc 

tia ;;'. tla-r.-to I..- dnuhtect not ln:t on proper applica- 


:h<-v wusld obtr-rri T' lirc -. jn Knitland. 


Ti <- of tl'-r iie.p.itch ot Viun Honour.^’ ship Prince 

Vo;} v.-;ll pli-.ce to obrcj ve .’s ••n?en*d on ni;r ConsMilta- 
ta-n of :h>- Mth rn-tiint v.‘ii-ti by jt apiwais that fiv<> hundred bans 
farM'} of r;re tw.-ntv ora- fierttht Iv.ah-s (21) "and seven ha.qs (7) 
ntjors* ;! in tin- list -if fjoscht did not anive in time to he laden 
on bo.ud bt fi-rc sho sailed on :':ccuunl of bad weatiiCM' and Cap- 
t.-.ifi ViVbb'T uj'.istinft tni bemi: d!spatth“d without them it being 
vviy latf ;n the se.isojj and the pylot being of opinion that if he 
•Jid not qo V. it'n th<* fir- 1 of tiu* neeps he would run great risqites 
•of heang it s ij.-e-sagi*. Mr. Wjlham Franhland delivered them to 
th<* captain, at the same tune a protc.st for any damage that 
rnseht accrue to Your Honours by his not staying. 

27, We are now to advise Your Honours of the several sums 
for which we have grantctl bills of exchange to each payable 
jninety days after siftht as usual and first of those granted to Your 
Honours' covi-n:inted servants at two shillings and four pence 
•each rupee (2,<. -Id) who have been duly sworn that the money 
is on the following accounts: 

On tlu* 20lh February of Mr. Gervas 
Bellamv on his own account eighty 
five rupees, eleven annas and six pic 
({I.*}.!!.!!) payable to Mr. Thomas, 

Pomfret or order at 2:4 each is £10 0 0 

On the 20tli Febi'uai'y of Messrs. Edward 
Holden Cruttenden and John Zepha- 
niah Holwell account William Davis 
Esqr. eight thousand five hundred 
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41. We then wrote to the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar and en** 
closed them a copy of Mr. Kelsall’s letter which gave us hopes 
that they would be able to accomodate matters on the Nabob’s 
return without exceeding the former sum limited for that pur- 
pose any great matter. 

42. Under date the tenth instant the gentlemen at Cossim- 
buzar advised us of the Nabob’s return on the seventh when they 
sent their vacqueels to wait on him whom he asked if they had 
procured the raudjee nomma from the Armenians in Calcutta, to 
which they replied in the negative and gave for reason that the 
Armenians were fearfull to give the raudjee nomma under their 
hands least they should be obliged to pay the choute, that the 
Nabob then said he would give them a mutchulca under his own 
hand not to take a rupee from them and asked them if Mr. 
Kelsall was arrived agreable to a promise made him when at 
Ballasore and spoke much in that gentleman's commendation, 
from whence they judged that he would be the most acceptable 
person that could be sent him to extricate Your Honours from 
those troubles. 

43. In consequence of the foregoing letter we ordered Mr. 
Kelsall to proceed to Cossimbuzar and advised the gentlemen 
there that they might send him to the Durbar after which to 
acquaint us from time to time how this affair went on and what 
probability there might be of success. We sent him at the same 
time a paper delivered us by the Armenians with a translate 
thereof in Persian to make use of as they might see 
advantageous. Copy of the said address comes enclosed. 

Fifthly, of revenues. 

44. Mr. Edward Eyles, Jemindar, acquainted the Board on the 
thirteenth of March that he had used all means possible to get 
the merchants to acquiesce to an order of Council for maldng 
a wharf to the road leading to Soota Loota bazar without whicli 
it would be in danger of being quite washed away next rains and 
thereby extremely prejudicial to Your Honours’ revenues arising 
from that bazar but to no effect. We ordered him then to repair 
the same out of Your Honours’ cash and that the merchants’ 
accounts current should be debited for the amount. 

' 45. Rogometre and Monickdutt two banians whom we had 
ordered to inspect Ramnaut .Bose’s books reported to the Board 
that he was willing to pay the annual two thousand rupees in part 
of his debt but not being then in cash he requested us to accept 
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31. Your Honours in your list of investment persisting in 
Icnov.'ing the reasons why no bandannoes were sent you anno 
174G Messrs. Dawson. Kempo and Eyles who were at that time- 
at Cossimbuzar acquaint us that the bandannoes wei*e prized and’. 
packed but could not be sent from thence on account of the 
Marrattas that were all over the island. 

32. Enclosed Your Honours will receive Captain Benson’.®! 
second bonds for the money advanced him for the expences of 
the Eastcourt n'ith one of Captain Webber’s bonds for the money 
advanced him for the use of the Prince William as also Captain 
Browne’s requests, by which Your Honours will observe that he- 
was at fnsi advanced eight thousand Arcott Rupees (8000) but not. 
having occasion for that sum he has repaid into the treasury six 
thousand (6000) and entered into bonds for the remaining two- 
thousand (2000) one of which is enclosed. 

33. We have laden on this ship sundry goods and merchandize 
as per invoice and bills of lading amounting to eight laack two- 
thousand five hundred rupees. 

.34. Your Honours will be pleased to take notice that there- 
are two separate bills of lading for saltpetre, one for three hun- 
dred sixty baggs (360) laden on board this ship in lieu of his- 
kintledge with which he supplied the Lapwing at Bencoolen, the- 
other for one hundred ninety five baggs (195) laden on board her 
at low freight. 

35. Mr. Edward Holden Cruttenden who dispatches this- 
ship from Ingellie will acquaint Your Honours with what is 
necessary from thence. 

36. We wish her a safe and speedy passage to Your Honours, 
and are with the utmost respect. 

May it please Your Honours 

Your most faithful and most obedient 
humble servants 

Will. Barwell/Geo. Pattle/A. Dawson/Hum.- 
Bellamy/W. Kempe/E. Eyles/W. M. Fytche/' 
Roger Drake/E. H. Cruttenden. 

Fort William, 

The 24th February, 1748/9. 

(Ref; — Copies of records obtained from India Office 1749/51,. 
’Vol. 16, pp. 1 to 13.) 



348 


LETTER TO COURT 


to transmit us a list of all their ordnance whether great guns; 
mortars, royals cohom, paltararoes, expressing their several 
lengths and weights with their dimensions at the base, trunnion 
and muzzle which they have since complied with. 

53. The President on the 30th of March acquainted the Board 
that he had received a letter from Mr. James Blachford advising 
him that he was so much indisposed at Jugdea that it would be 
necessary for him to come to Calcutta to recover his health and 
Mr. Thomas Bellamy having desired leave to quit that factory, 
we then agreed to take into consideration the next day who were 
proper persons to send thither in their room to carry on Your 
Honours' business and then we appointed Mr. William Watts 
Chief and Mr. Peter Amyat second. 

54. Major Mosman having layed before the Board on the 30th 
of March a list of invalids who were unfit for service at which 
time, we then ordered the Buxey to form a pension list in .the 
charges general and allows the Europeans eight rupees per men- 
sem and the blacks four. 

55. Major James Mosman departed this life of a fever on the 
30th of April whereby a seat at this Board becoming vacant 
which was filled up by Mr. Edward Holden Cruttenden on the 
4th of May, when we ordered Captain Eobert Hamilton to act as 
Commandant of this garrison and a captain’s commission to be 
drawn out for Captain Thomas Fenwicke to command the fifth 
company. 

56. The command of a company here becoming vacant by the 
death of Captain John Whiting who departed this life of a fever 
on the 15th of May we ordered a captain’s commission to be 
drawn out for Captain Lieutenant Martin Beimet. . 

57. On the 24th of the same month Captain Commandant 
Eobert Hamilton departed this life of a fever when we ordered 
•a commandant’s commission to be drawn out for Captain John 
Holland as he was next in standing and bore a commandant’s 
commission on the Coast and at the same time agreed to give 
him the monthly allowance of a member of the Board in con- 
sideration of his superiour trouble in the care of the garrison. 

58. Lieutenants David Clayton, Thomas Sewell and Ensign 
Chase sent in their petitions to the Board on the 29th May setting 
forth that on entering into Your Honours’ service they were then 
promised that all right of succession to vacancys should be con- 
ferred on no other officers than those at that time promoted and 
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4. On the third of March the Fort William arrived here with 
llic fifteen chests of treasure mentioned in the foregoing advises. 

5. Your Honoui*s’ ships the Royal George and Rhoda was dis- 
patched from hence to the Coast the 28th of February and the 
Buxey informing us on the 30th of March that part of the rice 
designed for those ships were lost in the way down, an account 
whereof he then laid before us amounting to two thousand four 
hundred and ton maunds (2410), we sent for the manjees and 
peons belonging to the boats on which this rice was laden who 
on examination declared their boats were overset in a hard gale 
of wind they mot with as they were going from Ingellee Creak 
on board their ships, 

G. Mi*. William Ffytche. Store-Keeper, acquainting us that 
Captain Browne, commander of the Bombay Castle, carried away 
an anchor from Ingellee amounting to five hundred and fourteen 
rupees, fifteen annaes (514-15) and producing his mate’s receipt 
for it which his attorney refusing to take and discharge we now 
transmit the same to Your Honours to be adjudged with his 
owners. 

7. The 9th of May we received a letter from Mr. Edward 
Teddeman, Chief Mate of the Edgbaston, advising of his arrival 
at Culpee*, of the death of Captain John Hereford and of a 
violent storm which happened on the Coast the 12th of April. 
Copy of his letter we herewith send Your Honours. 

8. As Mr. Teddeman in the said letter esteemed it necessary 
that the Edgbaston should come up to town to be repaired and 
desired us to send him an anchor and cable to Culpee we gave 
him permission to bring her up accordingly and ordered the 
Store-Keeper to supply him with a cable and anchor. 

9, On the 23rd of May the Edgbaston being arrived at town 
and having no objection to the capacity or character of 
Mr. Edward Teddeman, the Chief Mate, we ordered our Secre- 
tary to repair on board to confirm him in the command. 

10, Under date the 8th of April the gentlemen at Fort St. 
Davids wrote to us that they had agreed with the owners of the 
Success, a country ship, to call in at Durassapatam in her passage 
to the Bay and take in such part of the redwood we had wrote for 
as she was able, and that they would send us an account as soon 
as they were furnished with the receipt that the master had 
125 Dir. of Arch. 
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65. Your Honours having been pleased io appoint Mr. 
Nicholas Clerimbault to be your Chief at Dacca, we advised the 
gentlemen thereof and directed Mr, Thomas Feake to deliver 
over the charge thereof to him as soon as ho conveniently could 
and then to repair to his scat at the Board here. 

66. The alterations in Council occasioning a change of the 
posts at the Board here we settled them as follows, viz., 

Mr. Peake, Accomptant 

Mr. Bellamy, Export Warehouse Keeper and to take 
charge of the books till Mr. Feake's arrival. 

Mr. Ffytche, Import Warehouse Keeper. 

Mr. Drake, Buxey and to continue Military Store- 
Keeper till Mr. Blachford’s arrival. 

Mr, Cruttenden, Jemindar. 

Mr. Rooper Store-Keeper, 

Mr, Blachford Military Store-Keeper. 

Mr, Watts Collector of Consulage. 

Mr. Burrow to continue Sub-Treasurer till an 

employ is vacant. 

67. Agreable to Your Honours’ orders we took an oath to be 
true and faithful to Your Honours and shall write to our friends 
in England to give the usual security. 

68. We have acquainted Mr. James Irwin that Your Honours 
thought proper to employ him in your service as a junior mer- 
chant for which favour he desires his humble thanks to be retum- 
'ed Your Honours. The covenants designed for him to execute 
were omitted to be sent per Walpole but he has our orders to 
•write to his friends to give the usual security. 

69. On the 21st instant Mr. William Ffytche, as Major Mosman 
was dead, desired his seat as third of this Board agreable to Your 
Honours’ orders in the 54th paragraph of your commands per 
Walpole. When the President asked the opinion of the Board 
thereon, the majority of the members thinking he ought to take 
his seat as third till Your Honours’ pleasure was known, he was 
admitted thereto accordingly and there ordered to take charge of 
the general books as also of the export warehouse till the 
arrival of Mr. Feake. 

70. As Mr. Watts being taken into Council occasioned a new 
.-appointment of a Chief of Jugdea, we appointed Mr. William 
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14. Your Honours’ ship the Elizabeth, Capt. Wills com- 
mander. imported here the 3rd instant from the Coast being sent 
fi'om thence by the Admiral to can-y up stores for the squadron. 
By her the Governour and Council there favoured us with the 
agreablc news of the arrival of Your Honours’ ship the Griffin 
there and then requested a further supply of two thousand bags 
of saltpetre (2000) per Edgbaston and Elizabeth as they had 
obtained leave of the Admiral for it to be laden on board them. 
In consequence whereof we ordered the Warehouse-Keeper to 
lade two thousand bags of that commodity on board the 
Elizabeth. 


Secondly, concerning goods jrom Europe. 

15. On the third of March we took into consideration the dis-. 
posal of the bullion and treasure then laying in the warehouse 
and came to the following result 

To pay 17 chests of bullion to Futtichund 

12 do. — of rupees to dadney merchants. 

7 do. — of bullion to those merchants 
who provided ready money goods and six chests of bullion to 
Serrikisua, to reserve five chests of bullion for Cossimbuzar, five 
ehests for Dacca and four chests of rupees for Jugdea and ordered 
the same to be disposed of accordingly but Futtichund’s gomastah 
refusing to take it at the rate he formerly used to do, and desir- 
ing to have it delivered him by the weight of the Secca Rupee 
we ordered his request to be complyed with, it being a custom 
at Cossimbuzar. 

16. The gentlemen at Cossimbuzar by a letter received from 
them the 13th of July informing us that the Seats advised them 
•of their intentions to send their gomastah to settle their accovmts 
and therefore they desired to know what part of the above 
seventeen chests of bullion was paid on accoxmt of that factory 
with the price and weight of it, that as the Seats would not permit 
them to endorse from off their interest notes the amount of the 
forty chests of bullion delivered them in Calcutta in March 1748 
without a deduction of one per cent thereon they apprehended 
•they would likewise demand one per cent on what we paid them 
in March last account of that factory and therefore desired our 
orders thereon, as they seemed absolutely determined not to give 
it up, and they feared a dispute with them at this juncture may 
be attended with very bad consequences; in reply thereto we 
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treasure on board, on account of hard gales of wind the captain 
informed us he met with ofE Dew Point, which set him so far to 
the Eastward that he could not reach any of those ports, and for 
this purpose have directed the Master Attendant to be as expedi- 
tious as possible in caulking of her and getting her in readiness 
when we shall send her to the Coast with what Madeira wine 
she can take on board and shall order the master to call in at 
Vizagapatam with the money and bales designed thither. 

75. As soon as the troubles are over which we hope soon to 
accomodate, we shall set about Your Honours’ investments 
when the strictest regard shall be paid to Your Honours’ orders 
thereon. 

76. Omichund on the arrival of the treasure per Walpole 
informed us by letter that he had entered on his own account 
into engagements for so considerable a part of your investment 
as seven lack of rupees and hearing the French are supplied with 
money, should any part thereof arrive at the aurungs before he 
was able to supply his correspondents, he feared his contracts 
with them would be ill complied with, therefore requested us to 
pay him two hundred thousand Arcot Rupees (200,000) on his 
last year’s ballance whereby he hoped to obviate all difficulties- 
and to be able to deliver in to the amount he told us he contract- 
ed for. We then ordered him a lack of Arcot Rupees and since on 
the accoimts being laid before us of what was due from Your 
Honours to the merchants the 3rd of July we ordered him six 
chests of bullion on the ballance in his favour and [15] per cent 
to be paid the merchants account the ballance due to them. 

77. We shall pay due regard to Your Honours concerning the 
dispatching of your ships [home] this season, and in order to- 
lighten your expences for dead freight we have wrote to the , 
gentlemen at the Coast to lose no opportunity of supplying us at 
least four hundred (400) tons of redwood. 

78. We request Your Honours’ permission to defer replying 
particularly to the other parts of Your Honours’ commands lately 
received till our next address and in the interim we assure Ycfar 
Honours the utmost regard shall be paid thereto. 

79. Our President Adam Dawson Esqr. embraces this oppor- 
tunity to return Your Honours his most humble thanks for the 
favour you have been pleased to confer, on him and begs leave 
to assure you that- he will exert himself , to the utmost of his 
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22. On the 20th March we forwarded the list of goods to be 
provided at Ballasore to Mr. Henry Kelsall with orders to comply 
therewith as near as possible and at the same time sent him a 
chest of rupees. 

23. The gentlemen of Cossimbuzar having wrote to us very 
pressingly for money, and particularly for the five chests of 
bullion we designed sending them, we under date the 30th March 
transmitted tliem our reasons for altering our intentions which 
were that we esteemed the charges would run very high in send- 
ing a large party of guards with so small a sum of treasure, that 
we were then endeavouring to procure a bill of exchange which 
Ramkissenseat having obtained for twenty three thousand, four 
himdred Secca Rupees (23400) on the 6th April we forwarded the 
same. 

24. On the 12th ultimo we received a letter from the gentle- 
men of Jugdea accompanying one hundred and thirty three (133) 
bundles of brown cloth and three tuctaes of white which were 
dispatched from thence the 9th of January and arrived safe. 

Fourthly, of the trade of India and therein any transactions with 
the countrey Government. 

25. In our address per Bombay Castle we acquainted Your 
Honours of the situation of affairs at Cossimbuzar on account of 
the Armenians’ complaint at the Durbar about the capture of 
the Judda and Bussorah ships and that there was then no likeli- 
hood of soon obtaining a clearance to our business. It is with 
the utmost concern that we are to inform Your Honours that this 
stoppage to the currency of trade has ever since and does still 
continue — and in order to convince Your Honours that we have 
used all methods that could be thought of to bring the Nabob to 
temper we shall now [proceed] to give Your Honours a particular 
account of our proceedings herein from time to time. 

20. On the third of March we directed the gentlemen at 
Cossimbuzar to apply to Hookumbeg and the Seats to induce 
them to assist us in finishing this affair, which if they should be 
able to effect we should not look upon a small present of about 
two thousand rupees as thrown away. They informed us by 
letter the 22nd of that month that they had made the application 
directed but were told by those very persons that without a 
present to the Nabob it would be impossible to obtain a clearance 
to business, that the Nabob was then encamped a little distance 
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• .'.-5 We are with the greatest respect 

May it please Yours Honours 

Your most faithful and most 
obedient humble servants 

A. Dawson/ Wm. Fytche/Hum. Bellamy /Roger 
Drake Junr./E. H. Cruttcndcn/Saml. Rooper/ 
Wm. Watls/Thos. Burrow. 

.Fort William, 
the 10th August 1749. 

(Ref. Letters to Court 1749. Home Public Vol. I, 1748-49, 
pp. 21 — 43. Paragraphs 29, 30, 35, 44, 48, 54, 58, 60, 67, 76 publish- 
ed in Long’s Selections from Unpublished Records, 1708-67, pp. 
13-15.) 
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LETTER DATED 22 AUGUST 1749 

To the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the 
Hon’ble the United Company of Merchants of England 
trading to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours 

1. We addressed you the 10th instant under the usual heads, 
duplicate whereof this serves to enclose. 

2, We have now the pleasure to congratulate Your Honours 
oh the safe arrival of the Brittania here tlie 16th instant and are 
with the utmost respect. 

May it please Your Honours 

Your most faithful and most 
obedient humble servants 

A. Dawson/Wm. Fytche/Hum. Bellamy /Roger 
Drake Junr./E. H. Cruttenden/Saml Rooper/ 
... Wm. Watts/Thos. Burrow. ' 

Fort William, 

the 22nd August 1749. ; • 

V (Ref:' Copies of records obtained from India Office 1749/51. 
Vol. 16, p. 14.) " 
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answer from him, and from his triffling excuses they had no hopes 
of redress for the loss Your Honours sustained therein, but as 
the officer who made the seizure was expected to wait on him 
shortly they intended in such case to renew their addresses. 

31. The gentlemen at Cossimbuzar by the advice of the 
Carooleybeg under date the 24th April desired us to procure a 
paper signed by the Armenians who resided here by way of an 
address from them to the Nabob in Persian expressing their satis- 
faction at what we had done and wrote in their behalf, that this 
it was thought might be of considerable service in the then 
posture of affairs, that the general opinion of the Nabob’s dis- 
tressing Your Honours’ affairs was he wants to get a sum of 
money from eacli party, that it was thought some time before 
about fifty thousand (50,000) rupees would have composed 
matters but before they can come to any certainty in regard to 
what he expects, offers must first be made on our side and on the 
4th May they forwax'ded two letters, one from Nunadges 
Mahmud Ceewne" to the Nabob with his answer thereto, where- 
by we might perceive that the Nabob remained seemingly fixed 
in doing what he called justice to the Armenians. 

32. In consequence of the above letter we ordered our Secre- 
tary to draw up a paper for the Armenians to sign when translat- 
ed into Persian, and advised the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar that 
when the Armenians had signed thereto we should forward it to 
them, hoping it might prove satisfactory. At the same time we 
directed them, when they heard any reasonable proposals made, 
to advise us thereof as it was impossible for us to make any 
offers. 

33. Mr. Henry Kelsall by a letter dated the 5th May advised 
us of the Morattoes being encamped within sight of the Kuttack 
factory and that the Nabob’s forces were distant but 3 corse from 
that place and under date the eighth following he wrote us that 
Nilla Pundit vdth the command of a strong party of the Marattoes 
horse were encamped close to the factory and that their putting 
off the plundering of that place till the next morning was the 
saving of it for as their horse entered the town the Nabob appear- 
ed and immediately sent part of his forces over the river who 
pursued him and got up with him in a very small time, that what 
their loss was he could not learn, the reports being various, that 
on the Nabob’s arrival he sent the vacqueels to him for permis- 
sion to wait on him, which being granted he met with a very 
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5. The Walpole arrived in Ballasore Road the 14th July, at 
Rogues River the 17th ditto and came up before the Fort the 26th. 

6. The Tavistock arrived in Ballasore Road the 20th July, at 
Rogues River the 24th ditto and before the Fort the 25th. 

7. The Britannia arrived in Ballasore Road the 12th August 
and at Rogues River the 16th ditto. 

8. The Prince William arrived in Ballasore Road the 18th 
September, at Rogues River the 21st and before the Fort the 30th. 

9. The Dragon arrived in Ballasore Road the 25th September, 
at Rogues River the 28th and at town the 2nd October. 

10. The Severn arrived in Ballasore Road the 27th October 
eind at Rogues River the 2nd November. 

11. The captains of those ships which came up to town had our 
permission in consequence of their requests which go in this and 
their lespective packets enclosed. 

12. His Majesty’s ship the Harwich arrived here the 17th 
August when Mr. Brett, the Agent Victualler, applied to us for 
the Tavistock to carry up provisions for the squadron as he had 
not sufficient tonage through the disappointment of the Edgbaston 
and as there were none of the country ships to be had on freight. 
But Captain Cush informing us that she could not be got in 
readiness in less time than five or six weeks, we, in order to 
satisfye His Majesty’s officers that they should have all the assist- 
ance in our power, ordered a survey on her by the Master 
Attendant and Carpenter with such persons as the captain of the 
Harwich should think proper to send on board her, who delivered 
in their report of her the 19th August as entered after that day’s 
Consultation as also their report of the Brittania the 24th follow- 
ing on which ship we ordered a survey for the same reasons. 

13. On the arrival of the Harwich we ordered the Buxey to 
send Captain Tiddeman the customary and usual present of 
arrack, sugar, limes etc. and to provide a palanquin and peons as 
before allowed to His Majesty’s officers. 

14. In our last address we advised Your Honours of our inten- 
tion to send your snow the Tryal to the Coast with the money 
and bales designed for their northern settlements and fifty one 
pipes of the Madeira wine designed for their Presidency. She 
was accordingly dispatched thither the 24th August but having 
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dependant entirely upon his favour, the President asked the 
opinioir of the Board how to proceed with regard to the Arme- 
nians when we are of opinion they ought to be acquainted that in 
case Your Honours were obliged to pay any money to the 
Durbar, if they did not consent to repay the same, we should after 
Ihu expiration of two months withdraw from them Your Honours’ 
protection and dismiss them the town and the Armenians were 
accordingly called in and acquainted therewith. Mr. William 
Kempe then gave it as his opinion that the staying two months 
might impede Your Honours’ business so far as to prevent our 
getting a tonage for your shipping and therefore they ought to 
be forced to satisfie the Nabob immediately. We at the same 
time wrote to the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar and advised them 
of the Armenians’ refusal as also of our orders to Mr. Kelsall 
for obtaining from the Nabob a clearance to Your Honours’ busi- 
ness and directed them to use their endeavours to obtain such 
clearance either through the Nabob’s favour or else on easy 
terms for which purpose we permitted them to offer as far as 
fifteen or twenty thousand rupees (20000). 

39. The gentlemen at Cossimbuzar in reply to the foregoing 
under date the 14th of June ^v^ote to us that they had applyed 
to the Seats and Biramdutf* from whom they understood that 
nothing could be done till the arrival of the Nabob at Muxadavad 
and that they were of opinion the sum we limited them to give 
would be too small (if the Nabob should favour them so far as 
to take nothing for himself) for the forces that were put over 
them and would be rejected with contempt and therefore they 
should be glad to know the utmost extent of what we intended to 
give in order to expedite this business as soon as possible on the 
Nabob’s arrival at Muxadavad. 


40. Mr. Kelsall under date the 9th ultimo wrote us that the 
Nabob arrived there three days before to whom he delivered the 
President’s arsdast, that the Nabob told him he was resolved to 
befriend the English and desired him to transport his cannon 
and ammunition to Calcutta with the utmost expedition, the 
roads being so bad he could not carry them with him; he then 
obeyed our orders in representing to him how prejudicial this 
stoppage would be as well to his revenues as to Your Honoxns’ 
investment and asked him what we were to expect, to which the 
Nabob replied he would finish the affair on his arrival at Muxada- 
vad and then gave him a letter for the President. 
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Otherwise to proceed without it. But Captain Kent on his arrival 
here informed us that at Madrass he received information from 
one of the redwood merchants that there would be nobody there 
in less than seven days to weigh it off to him and his orders being 
to stay there only five, least he should lose his passage, he thought 
it adviseable to proceed agreeable thereto. 

19. As we had at that time an offer made us of about two 
hundred maunds (200) of redwood and being in great want 
thereof we agreed to purchase the same at two rupees four 
annaes per maund 2-4-. 

20. Captain William Webber by a letter dated the 20th Octo- 
ber requested us to lade on board his ship one hundred tonns of 
saltpetre on charterparty terms exclusive of his kintledge as he 
esteemed that quantity absolutely necessary for making her 
sailworthy. At the same time Captain Tiddeman requested one 
hundred and fifty tons on the same account but as Your Honours 
had ordered that those ships which had iron and stones for their 
charterparty kintledge should not have any saltpetre laden on 
board them we informed them we could not comply with their 
requests. 

21. On the receipt of Your Honours’ commands per Severn 
we acquainted Captain Lowe with your orders in relation to the 
Walpole and directed him to get her in* readiness with the ut- 
most expedition but he informed us he was afraid she could not 
be got ready in time, his reasons for which are entered after our 
Consultation of the 6th Nov., on which account we have deliver- 
ed him a protest, copy whereof will be forwarded by her. 

22. Your Honours having ordered us in the fifth paragraph of 
your commands of the 2nd December to send the Dragon to 
Tillecherry, Anjengo or Bencoolen and the gentlemen at Fort 
St, David under date the 3rd Sept, having wrote us that your 
servants at Bencoolen were obliged to send the New Castle to 
them, not having a sufficient cargo for her, whereupon they resol- 
ved to send her to the Malabar coast, whereof they advised the 
gentlemen there, as likewise that the Dragon would be sent 
thither from hence and the President and Council of Bombay 
having also wrote us that there would be pepper sufficient at 
Tillecherry to lade the Prince William for Europe in case we 
sent her. thither, we came to a resolution of sending the Dragon 
to the Malabar coast with a rice cargoe and she was accordingly 
dispatched the 1st ultimo to Tillecherry with orders to call at 
Anjengo to take in what pepper might be laying there. 
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of a transfer to Otteram’s dadney accounts which we agreed to 
and in case he should fail in making such annual payment we 
shall proceed agreable to your directions in the thirty first para- 
graph of your orders per Somerset. 

Sixthly: concerning factors, writers, officers and their accounts. 

46. On the 28th February Lieutenant Saunderson with thirty 
five soldiers of the Bengal detachment arrived here in the Hawk, 
sloop from Fort St. Davids and on the third of March Lieutenant 
Usgate with eighty men under his command imported here in the- 
Fort William one of our countrey ships. 

47. Tlie same day Major James Mosman with Captain 
Lieutenant Martin Bennet and Lieutenant David Clayton arrived 
here and were presented at the head of the military and their, 
commissions read. 


48. Major James Mosman on the 3rd of March took his seat at 
the Board as third agreable to Your Honours’ orders and was 
then directed to inspect the gunroom crew and advise the BuXey 
when he thought it would be necessary to stop their pay, as the 
artillery company was to be formed therefrom; they were ac- 
cordingly dismissed the 15th following. 

49. We ordered Mr. Roger Drake, Military Store Keeper, to- 
enter on his office the 20th of March and for that purpose directed 
him to receive from the Store-Keeper General and Gunner the 
stores etc. belonging to the military, the receipts for which were 
signed in Council. 

50. Captain Thomas Fenwck addressed the Board by letter on 
the 20th of March requesting us, as we had presented Captain 
John Holland to the command of his company and the two new 
raised companies were commanded by the officers from Europe, 
to order him his rank agreable to his commission as captain and 
to succeed to the first vacancy which we complied with. 

. 51. On the 15th of March Mr. Charles Dennot, one of Your 

Honom-s’ covenanted servants, departed this life of a flux. 


52. We wrote to the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar and Dacca the 
20th March and directed their commanding officer to the 

Major a ret\im of the number of military at those pi 
ing their names and the companys to whioi ' 




v‘«: 



LETTER TO COURT 


366 

likewise having received further proposals of freight for Surat, 
we agreed to send her thither and to use our endeavours to pro- 
cure some sugar for that market, of which resolution we advised 
the Governor and Council at Bombay that they might give orders 
for purchasing six hundred bales of the best Broach cotton for her 
returning cargo, should they think proper to return her to us. 

29. As we have sold the cotton which came by the Prince 
William for twenty four rupees twelve annas per maund (24:12: ) 
we doubt not (as cotton cargoes are ordered for your ships, the 
Severn and Brittania), provided that article should bear a toler- 
able price, of making for Your Honours profitable voyages. 

30. The 9th ultimo we received a letter from the gentlemen 
at Fort St. David advising us not to depend on their filling up 
any more tonage than what the gentlemen at their northern 
settlements might have occasion for. 

31. The 27th November being offered five thousand (5000) 
buzar maunds of red wood at three Arcot Rupees per maund to 
be delivered at the French factory and being in great want of that 
article, not only for the charterparty tonage of Your Honours’ 
ships but for to assist in lading them for Europe and being un- 
able to procure any but that parcel, we agreed to purchase the 
same and ordered the Buxey to send boats thither to bring it 
down. 

32. The 14th ultimo we ordered the Export Warehouse Keeper 
to proceed in lading bales on board the Prince William and 
Edgbaston, those ships having been first carefully surveyed by 
the Master Attendant whose report survey with the captain’s 
requests for the same Your Honours will receive in their respect- 
ive packets. 

33. We have received the following supplies of treasure this 
year from Fort St. David which the gentlemen there informed us 
was all they could possibly spare us though far short of our 
expectations viz., 

Per Hawko sloop 1.*) Chests Containing Arcot* Rnpees 120,000. — 


Per Griffin 

15 

do 

do 

. 120,000.— 

Per Fort William 

1.5 

do 

do » • 

. ,120,000.— 

Per Walpolo 

.30 

do 

do 

. 240,000.— 

Pot Tryal snow 

20 

do 

do 

. 100,000.— 

Pit Brittania 

no 

do 

do 

. 400,000.— 

Per Drapon 

20 

do 

do 

. 100,000.— 

P'-r govern 

.35 

do 

do 

. 280,000.— 



10 AUGUST 1749 


349 ' 


requested that they might succeed thereto accordingly, which 
petitions we took into consideration and then agreed that the 
old and new officers should succeed to vacancies as they happen- 
ed and turn and turn and that the command then vacant should 
be conferred on Lieutenant Charles Butterwicke who had the- 
command of the military at Dacca to which place we sent orders 
for him to return to Calcutta. 

59. On the 12lh of June we ordered a captain’s commission to 
be drawn out for Lieutenant David Clayton to fill up the vacancy 
occasioned by the death of Captain Martin Bennet who departed 
this life of a fever and flux on the 6th of the month. 

60. Mrs. Chatharine Hamilton relict of our late Commandant- 
petitioned us on the 19th of June for an allowance for herself 
and family, wliich we took into consideration the 26th and then 
ordered the Buxey to allow her the same as the widow of Major 
Hunt receives viz., 35 rupees per mensem. Copy of her petition 
we hereby transmit Your Honours. 

Supplement. 

61. We have now the pleasure to congratulate Your Honours 
on the safe arrival here of the Walpole and Tavistock, the former 
on the 19th instant and the latter on the 26th; by those ships we- 
were favoured with your commands of the 2nd and 21st Decem- 
ber 1748 and 27th of January 1748/49. 

62. In obedience to Your Honours’ orders of the 18th of Jan- 
uary Adam Dawson Esqr. received the charge of the factory from. 
William Barwell Esqr. together with the ballance of cash, one 
of the keys of the treasury as also the royal phirmaimds, mer- 
chants’ teeps and contracts, with all other papers belonging to 
Your Honours for which regular receipts were signed. 

63. As the death of Major James Mosman occasioned a 
vacancy in Council, Mr. Thomas Burrow being next in standing 
was sent for and admitted to his seat at the Board. 

64. The Chief ship of Cossimbuzar becoming vacant by the 
dismission of Mr. Wadham Brooke from your service, we appoint- 
ed Mr. Edward Eyles to take the charge thereof, esteeming him- 
from his great experience there to be a fit person in the present 
posture of affairs to succeed him and we wrote to 4 the gentlemen- 
at Cossimbuzar to direct Mr. Richard Becher to receive the- 
charge of that factory from Mr. Brook till Mr. Eyles’ arrival. 
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equal to the vintage of former. yeai:s; however through the great 
scarcity then in the place, on it!s being put up at outcry it-soldron 
a medium at two hundred forty four rupees per pipe as .Your 
.Honours will observe by tho acco’unt sales thereof enclosed. 

■ 41. We are to request Your Honours wU'favour us the' ensil- 

ing year with a consignment of at least three hundred pipes;"'- • 

42. The 21st August the Warehouse Keepers delivered in their 
report survey of the woolen goods per Walpole which ;is. entered 
after the Consultation of that day. The amount of the damage 
thereof being one thousand four hundred and thirty six' rupees 
(1436), Captain Lowe has paid the same but " Mr. - Huiiiphfy 
Bellamy, Import Warehouse Keeper, having compared them’-with 
the invoice reported that he found a difference in the' sorfmerits 
and numbers of the perpets as likewise that he had received two 
bales of flannels not mentioned in the invoice. Copy of. said 
report Your Honours will herewith receive and we have ordered 
the Accomptant to give Your Honours credit for the flannels! '. 

,. 43. The 24th August being the day appointed for the. sale of 
your woolen goods we took it into our considerationp:^vhaf prices 
to put them up at and* agreed as follows: — 

* I' « 

To put up the aurora at sixty eight rupees per peice 68 


The popinjay at forty five rupees do 45 
The blue at forty five rupees do 45 

The scarlet perpets at twentyfive do 25 
The ordinary do at si^een do 16 

The crimson do at nineteen do 19 

The ordinary do broad at thirty do 30 
The crimson do. do. at thirty five do. 35 
and the red do. at thirty five do. 35 


The accoimt sales thereof amoimting to one hundred fifty 
three thousand seven hundred and eighty three rupees eight 
annaes (153783"-8"-) Your Honours will receive in this packet. 

44. The Warehouse Keeper informing us on the 28th August 
that he received per Britannia three bales of flannels -with Your 
Honours’ mark that were not specifled in that ship’s invoice and 
instead of a bale of scarlet perpets he received a bale of ordinary, 
we. ordered our Accomptant to credit Your Honours for the 
former and rectifye the difference of the latter in the general 
books. 
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Bailie Chief, and on Mr. Peter Amyat’s request to stay here on 
account of his health, we appointed Mr. Charles Stafford Playdell • 
second of that factory and ordered them to set out thither with all 
expedition. 

71. As the Governour and Council of Fort St. Davids indented 
for six thousand bags of saltpetre to be sent them, we wrote 
them we should comply therewith and ordered two thousand bags 
to be laden on board the Elizabeth of which quantity the captain 
could only take in fifteen hundred and as Your Honours in the 
seventh paragraph of your orders per Tavistocke positively forbid 
us to purchase more saltpetre than what might be necessary for 
the charterparty kintladge of your ships, as you had a large 
quantity thereof in your warehouses at home and were in ex- 
pectation of more, and as you directed that those ships whose 
charterparty kintladge consisted of iron and stones should not 
have any saltpetre laden on board them, we came to a resolution 
of sending them no more petre than we had laden on the 
Elizabeth and of this have advised the President and Council 
there. 

72. On the 27th of July Your Honours’ ship the Tavistocke 
imported here from Madeira. The supply of wine Your Honours 
have sent us on her is now landing and in our next address we 
shall advise you how it turns out. 

73. As the Tavistocke had stores for the King’s squadron on 
board and a supply of wine for Fort St. Davids we asked the 
captain his reasons for not touching at the Coast to which he 
requested to reply in writing and we shall transmit the same to 
Your Honours by the next conveyance. We then asked Captain 
Cush if he could get his ship in readiness to proceed to the Coast 
to which he replyed he would use his utmost endeavours to sail 
as soon as possible after we had landed the wine and stores 
designed for the use of this place, but on unloading his ship, he 
informed us by letter that he found a great many drains in her 
sides which made it requisite to [caulk] them all round and that 
having sprung two topmasts and broke his main yard it would 
be impossible to get on the Coast before the monsoons set in. 

74. Hereupon we resolved to return Your Honoms’ snow the 
Tryal to the Coast from whence she imported here the 3rd 
instant, having passed by the settlements of Vizagapatam, Inge- 
xam and Gunjam for which places she had some bales and 
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and to what amount, to which they replied they would consider 
thereof and then give us an answer. 

51. The Cotmahs delivered into the Board a petition the 31st 
August requesting two laack of rupees on account of their inte- 
rest notes to enable them to provide double the quantity of goods 
they had agreed for, which is entered after that day’s Consulta- 
tion. 

52. As we had at that time in the treasury nineteen chests 
of bullion and about three laack of rupees the President proposed 
to the Board setting it aside for the following uses: 

Nineteen chests of bullion and four of Arcott Rupees for 
Cossimbuzar. Twenty chests of Arcot Rupees for 
Dacca and seven chests of Arcott Rupees for Jugdea 
and to keep twenty five thousand Arcott Rupees 
(25,000) to supply the cash, but the Board differing 
in opinion concerning the disposal of the treasure in 
this manner Your Honours will observe the same at 
large on that day’s Consultation when the majority 
being of opinion the money should be set aside for the 
uses proposed by the President it was set apart ac- 
cordingly. 


53. The merchants attending the Board the 4th September 
informed us that they were willing to undertake Your Honours’ 
investment on the same terms as last year viz., one third for 
ready money and two thirds on dadney and that they would, 
deliver in the goods at the same prices except on the following 
sortments which, on account of the dearness of silk, they must 
have the following advance: 

On the soosies of 50 and 1 and S 8 annas 


On ditto of 40 and 2 6 

On the chucklaes 8 

On the charconnah dooreas of 40 

and 2k 12 

On do of 40 and 2 8 

On the Santipore mulmuls 8 

On the orua cossaes 40 and 2 6 

On ditto 40 and 6 and 


On the midling checquered doreas..2 rupees 
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power in the management of your affairs, hoping therein to 
give Your Honours satisfaction and thereby to merit your future 
regard. 

80. The other gentlemen of Council whom Your Honours have 
thought proper to promote desire leave to return you their most 
humble thanks. 

81. We are now to advise Your Honours of our having granted 
the following bills of exchange at two shillings and four pence 
each rupee payable at ninety days after sight as usual, and the 
gentlemen have been duly sworn that the money so paid in is 
on the accounts as follows, viz., 

On 10th of August of Mr. John Zephaniah 
Holwell on his own accotmt, one 
thousand Current Rupees (1000) pay- 
able to Messrs. Gosling and Bennet 
or order at 2.4 each is ... £116 13 4 

82. We have likewise granted bills of , exchange at two shil- 
lings and two pence each rupee to the following persons, viz., 

On 10th of August of the Hon’ble Adam 
Dawson Esqr. and Edward Holden 
Cruttenden Esqr. account Mrs. Martha 
Warren of London twenty three 
thousand eight hundred and fifty two 
Current Rupees, eight annaes 
('23852.8) payable to Mrs. Martha 
Warren or order at 2.2 each is ... £2384 5 5 

On the 10th August of the Hon’ble Adam ' 

Dawson Esqr. and Edward Holden 
Cruttenden Esqr.- account Mss 
Isabella Warren seven thousand and 
sixty three Current Rupees and six 
annaes (7063.6) payable to Mrs. 

Martlia Warren or order at 2.2 each 

rupee is ... £765 3 11 

83. The whole amount of sums paid in at two shillings and 
two pence each rupee is thirty thousand, nine himdred and 
fifteen rupees, fourteen annaes (30915.14) or £3149.4.4. 

125 Dir. of Arch. 
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doing all in their power to comply therewith, for which end if 
we could advance them a little money it would be greatly ser- 
viceable. 

59. The 18th October as by the advices then received from 
Cossimbuzar we were in hourly expectation of the arrival of the 
perwannahs for the clearance of our business we summoned our 
merchants to proceed on the investment and the next day after 
having considered of their proposals recited in the 53rd para- 
graph of this address and thinking it impossible to lower the 
prices of any of the goods this year we sent for the merchants 
and pi'oposed to contract with them on the same terms and prices 
as last for all the sorlments of goods ordered except the gurrahs 
which we expected they would lower two rupees per corge, to 
which they replied the next day that they would undertake the 
investment agreeable thereto excluding the article of gurrahs 
which thejf could not lower. They also informed us that there 
were many articles which they contracted for last year the whole 
whereof they should be unable to provide -and the deficiency 
w'ould be as Your Honours will find particulai's in that day’s 
Consultation. They likewise desired that the cloth stopped at 
Jellingee on the commencement of the troubles might be brought 
to their credit as last year’s goods and that they might be ^owed 
interest thereon agreeable to the contract then made, a particular 
account of which goods they delivered to us the next day in 
Council, wherein Your Honours wall find them specified. 

I 

60. On comparing the foregoing list with that wherein our 

merchants apprehended a deficiency and finding many of the 
articles would be pretty near equal in number we told the 
merchants they must contract for the whole investment as we 
could not admit of prizing those goods as last year’s dadney and 
of course could not think of allowing thena mterest thereon, to 
which they replied if we could excuse them , the .penalty due on 
the deficiency on all goods last year they would then contract 
with us for all the sortments ordered on the terms we proposed 
to them the 19th October excepting the gurrahs of which article 
they would not contract for more than about forty thousand 
peices (40,000), whereupon we ordered the Accomptant to draw 
out a list of goods which were not delivered, in the last year 
agreeable to the merchants’ contracts with the penalty due there- 
on. ' ' 

61. The Accomptant laid before us the 23rd October the said 
abstract whereby it appeared that the penalty on the gurrahs 



11 

LETTER DATED 13 JANUARY 1749/50 


Shipping matters — promise of ample investment notwith- 
standing serious encumbrances — supply of treasure to different 
factories for provision of investment — clearance of business 
obtained from the Nawab by payment of money — the Marathas 
plunder the Company’s goods mear Dane’s Town — the Nawab’s 
order forbidding all persons except the Seths to purchase silver. 

To the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Hon’ble 
the United Company of Merchants of England trading to the 
East Indies. 


May it please Your Honours 


1. The accompanying is triplicate of our address under date 
the 10th August via Fort St. David which the President and 
Council there advised us was forwarded to Your Honours on the 
Chesterfield and its duplicate on the Royal George. 


2. We therein acknowledged the receipt of Your Honours’ 
commands under date the 2nd and 21st December 1748 and 27th 
January 1748/9, since which time we have been favoured with 
your orders per Severn dated the 29th March, which we shall now 
reply to more particularly as also give Your Honours a full and 
exact account of your affairs under our management here ranging 
the same under the usual established heads and 

First, concerning shipping. 

3. Your Honours’ several ships imported this season as herein- 
after specified viz., 

4.. The Edgbaston arrived in Ballasore Road the 6th May, at 
Rogues River the 9th and came up before the Fort the 16th May. 

355 
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Treasury to pay them that sum and when the rest of their goods 
were prized, to be paid to the amount of the other merchants. 

66. The 23rd following the merchant’s teeps for the twenty 
per cent dadney being brought in signed were deposited in . the 
hands of the President when we agreed to advance them the 
other five per cent for which the usual warrants were issued but 
to Your Honours' Committee of Treasury. 

67. Anunchund and [?] Nianchund the 21st December having 
delivered in to more than the amount of their proportion of the 
twenty per cent dadney advanced the merchants which were 
then prized and there remaining due to them on that account 
eight thousand two hundred and fifty one rupees and three 
annaes (8251.3.-) we agreed to give them an interest note for the 
same in consequence of their request. 

68. In our address per Bombay Castle we informed Your 
Honours that we had acquainted Omichund with the nineteenth 
paragraph of your commands of the 17th June 1748 per Somerset 
in relation to his contract for providing the Perrenea saltpetre 
when he denying absolutely to have reaped any advantage from 
the money advanced him on that account and assuring us it was 
appropriated solely to the provision of the petre we ordered him 
to bring his proofs thereof which Your Honours will find entered 
after our Consultation of the 13th September when we resumed 
the consideration of this affair and for our different opinions 
thereon we beg leave to refer Your Honours to that day’s Consul- 
tation as well as that of the 18th following wherein the Accompt- 
ant was ordered to debit Omichund’s account for the ballance 
which appeared to be due from him by the account then before us 
and which is entered after that day's Consultation. 

69. Mr. Edward Eyles and his Council at Cossimbuzar under 
date the 22nd October advised us that as soon as a currency^as 
granted to their business they immediately set about Your 
Honours’ investment and were then treating with their mer-- 
chants upon such musters of silk as they said they could contrac 
upon, being so late in the season, which as soon as they ha 
reduced them to the lowest price they would send us. 

70. Under the care of Lieutenant Broadford and twenty five 
men we transmitted them five chests of Bombay Rupees the 27th 
October for the carrying on their investment. 
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sprung her foremast in a gale of wind she put back to this place 
the 4th September and upon Captain Taylor’s informing us that 
it was his opinion she could not be got ready in time to proceed 
to the Coast as the knees of her head were obliged to be taken 
off and as she was in want of a new sett of rigging and a spare 
deck, whereupon (apprehending your servants at Vizagapatam 
might be greatly distressed in providing Your Honours’ invest- 
ment for want of the supplies designed them) we on the 7th 
.Soplcmber dispatched thither the Fort St. George sloop with the 
money and bales. 

15. The Master Attendant informing us that the Tryal snow 
was an improper vessel for the service of the river unless turned 
into a sloop which would be attended with a very great expence 
we sold her at publick outcry the 7lh November for seven 
thousand two hundred rupees (7200: — : — ). 

16. Captain Edward Tiddeman acquainted us tne atn aepiem- 
ber that the Edgbaston was discharged from His Majesty’s service 
and was immediately under our direction. 

17. By the Prince William we received a letter from the 
Governor and Council of Bombay under date the 6th August 
advising of their having consigned to us on her, account Your 
Honours, five hundred bales of cotton and one hundred thousand 
rupees Bombay, being all the treasure they could spare us and 
at the same time acquainting us, in case we were unable to return 
her to Europe from hence, we might send her to Tellicherry to 
take in a loading there, that there was a deficiency in the weight 
of iron we sent by her of twenty five hundredweight three 
quarters and seventeen pounds which Captain Webber desiring 
might be adjusted here they returned us his bill of lading. W'e 
accordingly called upon the captain to know how the deficiency 
arose and he informing us that he delivei’ed the same number 
of bars at Bombay as he received here and having no other iron 
on board there could be no mistake but as it was extremely bad 
and flaky (for which he referred us to his letter concerning it 
entered after our Consultation the 5th January) we delivered him 
up his bill of lading. 

18. The 2nd October we received a letter from the Governor 
and Council of Fort St. David by Your Honours’ ship the Dragon 
dated the 3rd September acquainting us that they had ordered 
Captain Kent to touch at Durassapatam and if he found he could 
get any quantity of redwood within five or six days to take it in, 
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waited oiir orders whether to take it or not, that as to the gurrahs 
and silk peice goods their merchants would not contract for any 
certain quantity as the season was so advanced and they in order 
to induce them to bring as many as possible had offered to allow 
them last year’s prices for what they delivered in agreeable to 
muster, that they have been informed a large quantity may be 
had if we could supply them with what money we could spare. 

76. We thereupon directed them to purchase the Rungpore 
silk and sent them the invoice of the treasure dispatched thither 
the 6th November to the amount of which we hoped they would 
be able to send us in peice goods. 

77. The receipt of the abovementioned treasure they acknow- 
ledged under date the 19th November but could not then with 
any certainty inform us what quantity of goods they might be 
able to procure for this year’s shipping, particularly of gurrahs 
and silk peice goods, as it depended on their receiving a further 
supply, that their merchants had only given them assurances of 
the following quantities, viz.. 

Raw silk, forty bales 
Do. white Rungpore, eight bales 
Gmrrahs, fifty two bales 
Silk peice goods, fifty chests 

and should we send them a farther supply speedily and the 
gurrah aurungs continue free from disturbances they might be 
able to send us a further quantity of gurrahs and silk peice-goods 
by the 10th February next. 

78. Mr. Nicholas Clerembault, Chief and his Council at Dacca 
under date the 9th September advised us of the clamours of their 
creditors to have the sums due to them paid off, on which account 
they desired a supply of money as also a further and speedy ^one 
that they might lose no time in proceeding on Your Honours in- 
vestment as soon as the business there was cleared and we under 
date the 25th of that month promised them a supply as soon as 
the troubles were over and the ways were cleared. 

79. On the 27th October we complied with our promise by 
sending them under the care of a serjeant and eight men twenty 
chests of Arcot Rupees and under date the 2nd Noveml^r we 
directed them to make use of this money in providing 

to defer paying off their interest notes as much as possible tul 
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23. The Buxie’s expences and the Master Attendant’s account 
repairs of the. Dragon we now transmit Your Honours' as also 
Captain Kent’s several requests for sundries together with one 
of the receipts he signed. for Arcot Rupees five hundred., and 
.eighty (580) advanced him out of the cash, .... ’.. . 

• 24,' The Export' Warehouse Keeper on the •Tth'Kovember laid 
before us a calculate of this year’s tonage which is entered after 
that day’s Consultation which, amounting to no more .than nine 
hundred tonns, would not, with the gopds which we might expect 
from the subordinates, fill more than three ships and as the gentle- 
men at the Coast had not advised us. of any number of bales that 
they should have ready and as we might expect a. deficiency in 
the delivery of the goods from our merchants, we on the 13th 
following agreed to, lade the Prince William and Edgbaston, the 
two war-freight ships, for Europe as also the Tavistock and to let 
the Walpole out on freight to Juddah for twenty four thousand 
rupees (24,000.-1-) which being 'the most we could get for her 
we hope Your Honours "wiil approve thereof. 

• 25. The. same day being offered some freight for Sutat "^e 
came to a resolution of sending the Severn, Captain Richard 
Dorril, thither in obedience to the ninth paragraph of your orders 
of the 29th March and then wrote to the gentlemen of 'Boitibay- 
to acquaint them how we had stationed Your Honours’ ships and 
to desire them to give proper directions to their Chief and' fac- 
tors at Surat to provide six hundred bales , of the best Broach 
cotton for her returning cargoe. , 

26. In regard to the Brittania we .at that time agreed to detain 
her ’till we heard from the gentlemen at Fort St. David what ton- 
age they might have on hand as well as our own subordinates 
when we should be able to station her for Great Brittain or send 
her on a country voyage. 


27. The gentlemen at Vizagapatam by a letterlreceived from^ 
thence the 18th November inforaied us that they should have 
two' hundred or at furthest two hundred and fifty bales'’ready lay 
the beginning of January, to which place we agreed the' llthi 
December to send the Prince William l:o take them in. 




28. Your Honours will obsetve by oUr Consultation of the' 8th 
December- that as we had not goods sufficient for returning' tbs 
Britannia ;to Europe and at that time not haying heard, from &e 
gentlemen at Fort St. David ,what toiptage they might .ha,ygtai).d 
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uncertainty with regard to the clearance of Your Honours’ busi- 
ness as they had for almost eleven months past; they therefore 
could not send us a calculate of the goods they should be able 
to send down ’till the business was effectively cleared. 

84. Messieurs Baillie and Playdell arrived at Jugdea the 
21st November and under date the 3rd Dec. acknowledged the 
receipt of the money sent up under their care from Mr. Blach- 
ford with the list of goods to be provided but that the accounts 
of the factory would take up some time before Mr. Blachford 
could settle them, that they had delivered the delolls a copy of 
the investment with eight thousand rupees (8000"-"-) for the 
carrying it on but were unable to say what quantity of goods 
they should be able [to have) ready for this year’s ships. 

85. In a letter of the 25th following they wrote us that hav- 
ing received from the delols goods to the amount of the money 
they advanced them they supplied them with eight thousand 
rupees (8000"-"-) more and the reason for their investment going 
on so slow proceeded from the long stoppage of their business 
which occasioned numbers of their weavers leaving the aurungs 
but were in hopes upon its being once set agoing that obstruc- 
tion would be removed, and that they should procure about 
twenty or twenty five thousand peices (20 or 25000) of goods this 
year. 

86. Mr. Henry Kelsall whom in our last address we advised 
Your Honours we had sent to Cossimbuzar being returned from 
thence on the 5th September, we took into consideration Your 
Honours’ orders for withdrawing that factory and observing 
they were positive we directed Mr. Kelsall to return thither to 
withdraw it in the best manner he could and to repair to Bulram- 
garry^ to reside there. 

87. On the 9th of that month he acquainted us that he was 
ready to set out when we delivered him a copy of Your Honours’ 
orders for his observance as likewise a chest of treasure for to 
defray the expences there with the annual present of broad 
cloth etc. 

88. In a letter under date the 9th October he advised us of 
his arrival there and- promised an implicit obedience to our 
orders for withdrawing Your Honours’ effects from Ballasore 
to Bulramgurry as soon as he possibly , could but the return of 
the Marrattoes then prevented him. 
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In air sixteen laack -of Arcot Rupees 'besides twenty chests of 
bullion which they transmitted us per Walpole. 

34. By the Somerset and Tavistock we received the following 
supplies of bullion from Your Honours viz., fay the former 50 
chests, by the latter 30 do which, with one hundred thousand 
Bombay Rupees (lOOjOOO'-"-) the gentlemen on that side of India 
forwarded to us on the Prince William, is the whole we have 
received this year and which on being weighed off and surveyed 
was found agreeable to the several invoices. 

35. On the arrival of Your Honours’ ships a strict search for 
the private trade on board them was made by one of Your 
Honours’ covenanted servants, the report of which together with 
the Warehouse Keeper’s manifest of goods landed here Your 
Honours will receive in their respective packets. 

36. Captain William Webber has been advanced here for the 
use and expences of the Prince William the following sums on 
charterparty terms viz.. 

On the 30th October 1748 ten thousand Arcot Rupees 

( 10 , 000 ) 

On the 5th January 1748/9 six thousand Arcot Rupees 
(6,000), one set of the bonds for which were transmitted 
to Your Honours by the Bombay Castle and the other 
with his requests are enclosed. 

37. On the 20th February last we advanced Captain John 
McNemarra eight thousand (8000.-.-) Current Rupees on charter- 
party terms for the use and expences of the Rhoda for which 
Your Honours will receive enclosed one of the bonds he then 
entered into with his request for the same. 

38. Captain Nathaniel Cush sent in a letter the 20th ultimo 
requesting lascars and stores of sundry kinds for his ship which 
we complied with and is entered after that day’s Consultation. 

39.. The same day we ordered the Buxey to lade on board the 
Prince William and Edgbaston the St. Helena stores. 

Secondly, concerning goods from Europe, 

40. In the accompanying address we promised to give Your 
Honours an account of the Madeira wine you were pleased to 
consign us per Tavistock. It turned out pretty good though not 
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93. Under date the 13th August the gentlemen at Cossim- 
buzar wrote us that on the arrival there of the abovementioned 
gentlemen they sent Mr. Kelsall to wait on the Nabob and the 
proper Durbar officers to try what effect their representations 
by him would have with the Nabob for which purpose they gave 
him such instructions as they thought necessary for his conduct. 

94. The 23rd of that month they wrote us that Mr. Kelsall 
was received very graciously by the Nabob and met with great 
professions of service but that Hookumbeg and Caroolybeg, two 
of the Durbar officers, being present (by whom the Nabob was 
entirely influenced in this dispute) seemed inclinable to prevent 
any private discourse that Mr. Kelsall might desire to have with 
him on this subject and as soon as they found that those two 
persons had the whole management of this affair they thought 
it improper to send Mr. Kelsall back again to him lest they 
might thereby incense two such powerful men and make it more 
difficult for them to accommodate the dispute. They then pro- 
posed Mr. Kelsall’s waiting on the Seats to prevail with them to 
interfere herein but they seemed so much in awe of Hookumbeg 
that they did not care to admit of any visit till the dispute was 
made up. 

95. The next step they took was to use their skill and en- 
deavours to bring those men over to them from the Armenians 
who they were informed paid them a constant court and made 
them great promises to espouse their complaint but were sorry 
to advise us that arguments alone were not like to take effect 
and that this dispute could not be finished without charge to 
Your Honours, that they were then endeavouring to find out on 
what terms it might be easiest accommodated but feared from 
what was privately intimated to their vacqueels that the Nabob 
would not be satisfied with a small sum. 

96. Upon the receipt of this we directed the gentlemen there 
to finish this affair soon and with as little expence as possible 
to Your Honours and as soon as they were able to find out the 
sum that would do to advise us thereof. 

97. Under date the 28th following they advised of their 
having permitted Mr. Kelsall to return but before he left the 
place they thought it proper to ask Hookumbeg’s and Carooley- 
beg’s permission for him to wait on the Nabob again to enquire if 
he had any commands for him at Ballasore to which they assent- 
ed. When Mr. Eyles took that opportunity to present an arsdast 
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45. On the 31st August most of the woolen goods per Britannia 
being landed we ordered them to be surveyed and agreed to sell 
them at outcry the 30th September following. Publick notice 
thereof was given as usual. The report survey is entered after 
our Consultation of the 7th September. The amount of what 
were damaged being only four hundred twenty two rupees five 
annaes and nine pie (422"5"9) the captain paid the same. 

46. The 30th September the woolen goods were put up at the 
same prices as those per Walpole with the lead which was put 
up at five rupees per maund. The account sales thereof comes 
enclosed amounting to one hundred thirty five thousand eight 
hundred and thirty rupees (135830"-"-). 

47. Your Honours will observe by the report of lead imported 
here this year that the deficiency in weight was as follows viz., 

Per Walpole right in tale but short in weight maunds 2.14. 

Per Tavistock short in weight 4.24.4 

Per Brittania short in weight 15.36.12. 

which the several captains have paid for. 

Thirdly, of investment. 

48. We have already acquainted Your Honours of the request 
of Omichund to be advanced two laack of rupees in aid of the 
contracts he told us he had entered into for seven laacks, which 
request Your Honours will find is entered after our Consultation 
of the 24th July and that at that time we gave him a laack of 
Arcot Rupees, since when we have advanced him the other laack 
therein requested for. 


49. The Accomptant on the 3rd August laid before us the 
merchants’ ballances due to the 30th July, whereon we advanced 
them fifteen per cent in the whole amounting to sixty five 
thousand nine hundred and forty seven rupees nine annas and 
three pie (65947"9"3). 

50. The Export Warehouse Keeper delivered into Council the 
28th August the list of investment for the current season drawn 
out agreeable to Your Honours’ orders and the merchant3 being 
summoned to attend us the next Council day we desired them to 
inform us on what terms they would provide the goods ordered 
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102. The offers which they before made were refused with 
much anger, Hookumbeg saying they were insufficient to pay 
the charge of the forces the Nabob was obliged to put upon their 
factory and they were likewise of opinion that although the 
Nabob made the Armenians’ complaint a plea for this demand 
that he never intended they should be the better for it and 
served only to raise money to relievo his necessities, which was 
corroborated by this circumstance of which they were credibly 
informed that as soon as he had finished this affair with them 
he intended to attack the French and Dutch in the same manner. 

103. Having seriously considered of the above advices from 
Cossimbuzar we thought it most conducive to Your Honours’ 
interest to empower the gentlemen there to put an end to the 
present disputes with the Nabob for a laack and twenty five or 
thirty thousand rupees if not possibly to be done for less and the 
reasons which induced us to be of this opinion were as follows. 

I 

104. By all the advices from Cossimbuzar we found a clear- j 
ance would not be obtained for Your Honours’ business without 
paying the Nabob and his officers a sum of money. The season 
of the year was very far advanced to provide an investment for 
Your Honours’ ships and a longer delay might have put it out 
of our power entirely to have pi'ocured any goods at all. Besides. | 
the heavy demorage of the ships then here and expected being a s 
great charge to Your Honours and not being in a capacity to use 
force to bring our merchants’ goods from the aurungs or any 
from our own subordinates, we were obliged for a speedy cur- 
rency to business to give the above power to Mr. Eyles and his 
Council directing them at the same time to use their endeavours 
to reduce this sum. 

105. Under date the 14th September the gentlemen at 
Cossim’juzar advised the Nabob’s sending Caroolybeg to their 
factoiy to sound their intentions with regard to making up affairs 
when they repeated to him their former remonstrances and 
assured him that we would never agree to pay much money but 
in case he with Hookumbeg would use their interest with the 
Nabob to make it up on easy terms they would readily reward 
their service, on which assurance and finding it in vain to insist 
on so high a demand he returned to the Nabob promising to use 
his interest for finishing this affair as well as he could. 

106. Mr. Eyles understanding the Nabob intended to sit on 
this affair that day wrote to the Seats, Golumhassein Cawne 
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and that they would deliver in this year fifty thousand pieces of 
gurrahs inclusive of those in proportion to the fine goods as last 
year. They also told us they expected to be allowed interest on 
the ready money goods from the 1st July as also on the Cossa- 
jurah etc. fine goods and interest on the fifty per cent allowed 
them as dadney to commence from the 15th June and. on the 
remaining thirty five per cent to commence from the 1st October. 

54. Your Honours in the nineteenth paragraph of your orders 
of the 27 January complain that there are several sortments of 
goods ordered in the lists of investment for some years past which 
have not been sent you. The reasons for not complying with 
your orders herein were that the merchants refused to contract 
for them without a large advance thereon and a list whereof 
being laid before us we asked the merchants to provide them 
this year to which they replied they could not but promised to 
bring in a few peices of each sort to send home to Your Honours. 

55. We have received the account of the prices of gurrahs for 
seven years past both here and at Cossimbuzar and with the 
utmost concern observing the yearly advance thereon beg leave 
to assure Your Honours that we shall have due regard to your 
directions in endeavouring to reduce the price thereof in future 
as well as improving that manufacture. 

56. Your Honours have thought proper to order us to send 
you home this year two hundred peices of Bushon cossaes of 40 
and 3 and as many peices of 40 and 2 as were procurable but our 
merchants refused contracting for the former sortment as it was 
so late in the season and promised to provide of the latter as many 
as possible. 

57. In regard to the Patna goods ordered in the investment our 
merchants give us hopes of providing them next year if the 
troubles should cease. On which account they refused to take 
them this. 

58. The 28th of September our merchants in Council inform- 
ed us that as the business was not then cleared and they had not 
received any money to send to the aurungs where they were 
endebted and the Marrattas being come into the country occasion- 
ing a great risque at the gurrah aurungs, they were afraid they 
should be unable to comply with the list of goods they proposed 
to undertake the provision of, and in case of a failure therein 
they hoped it would not be laid to their door as they intended 
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would advance the money who at first made the greatest diffi- 
culty to comply therewith but after representing to them the 
ill consequences which would arise to Your Honours’ affairs by 
a longer delay to the currency of trade they promised to advance 
one hundred and fifty thousand Sicca Rupees (150,000"-) directly 
on their delivering up to them a bill of exchange drawn on their 
house for twenty three thousand Sicca Rupees (23,000"-), the four 
chests of bullion remaining in their factory and drawing a bill 
on us for Sicca Rupees two hundred thousand (200,000"-), that 
the perwannahs for Hughley and other places were writing out 
and when they received them they should be forwarded with 
the utmost expedition. 

110. As the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar advised us they had 
drawn upon us for two laack of Sicca Rupees (200,000) we 
agreed, instead of sending them the nineteen chests of bullion 
and ninety thousand Bombay Rupees (90,000), to send thither 
only fifty thousand rupees (50,000), being all the money we 
should have in Your Honours’ treasury when we [had] supplied 
your other subordinate factories with the money we designed 
for them and advanced dadney to our own merchants. 

111. The bill of exchange was paid by our order the 21st 
October and the perwannah for the clearance of our business 
here arrived the 26th when it was immediately forwarded by 
the President to Hughley. 

112. We advised Your Honours in our address of the 10th 
August of the Marrattoes’ return into these parts and it gives us 
the utmost concern to acquaint you that they still continue 
plundering all over the country and in a letter from Mr. Kelsall 
at Ballasore under date the 17th October he acquainted us that 
they were encamped within sight of that factory with Meerabeib 
and Moansing® and that the rear guard consisting of Pattans was 
expected to arrive that day and altogether to form an army of 
forty thousand men. 

113. Having frequent reports of several stragling parties of 
tliis banditti plundering about this place we on the 20th Nov- 
ember ordered the Zemindar to entertain one hundred buxeries 
and fifty pike-men over and above what were then in pay for 
the protection of the outskirts of Your Honours’ town. 

114. The 8th December our merchants having acquainted us 
that several of their boats were stopped at Deanstown by the 
Marrattoes who had plundered them of some money and being 
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amounted to twenty seven thousand two hundred seventy one 
rupees thirteen annas and six pie . (27271 " 13 " 6 ) and on the 
other goods to thirty five thousand eight hundred forty eight 
rupees two annas and three pie (35848" 2" 3), which penalties 
being then demanded of the merchants they begged leave to 
reply thereto in writing as some of their setts were then absent, 
which reply is entered after our Consultation of the 26 October 
wherein we proposed to them, in order to finish the investment as 
it then was exceeding late in the season, to remit the penalty on 
the Jellingce goods and prize them in this year’s contracts but 
that we must insist on their paying the penalty on the gurrahs 
to which we could not then get them to agree. 

62. The day following the merchants offered to enter into con- 
tracts for forty thousand peices of gurrahs (40,000) and to pay 
ten per cent on the deficiency that might arise on the eighty 
five per cent on that article but that they would not consent to 
the paying of any penalty thereon, should the Marrattoes arrive 
at the gurrah aurungs and as for the other goods ordered they 
were ready to undertake them on the same prices as last year 
and do business as formerly, which proposal we accepted of and 
ordered the Export Warehouse Keeper to draw out the division 
of the list of investment amongst the merchants. 

63. The 1 st November we received Your Honours’ list of 
goods to be provided which being examined and compared with 
that before received was found to be same. 

64. The merchants on the 9th November applying to us for 
money to send to the aurungs in order to have their goods 
brought down in time we then agreed to advance them twenty 
per cent dadney and promised to advance them five per cent 
more as soon as the division of the list of investment was drawn 
out and that they had signed their teeps. 

65. The Export Wai'ehouse Keeper on the 13th November 
brought in the division of the list of investment among the 
merchants which Your Honours will find entered after that day’s 
Consultation, at which time we agreed to advance Omichund 
forty thousand Arcott Rupees (40,000-.-) on account of last 
year’s ballances, and as Nianchund and Anunchund had deliver- 
ed in goods which were then prized in Your Honours’ cottah to 
the amount of six thousand one hundred rupees (6100 "- "-) and 
were not advanced twenty per cent with the other merchants as 
they had not any securities, we ordered the Committee of 
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payment of that sum annually, to proceed against him agree- 
able to your orders at that time transmitted us. He is since dead 
and on the 21st August last we made his son Bisnochundutt enter 
into bonds in the sum of thirty seven thousand three hundred 
and fifty two rupees and ten annas (37352"10"-) jointly with five 
merchants whom we esteem substantial men for his personal 
appearance and shall at the expiration of the time due for this 
annual payment call upon him for the same. 

119. As there were several beams in the barracks and cottah 
godowns which were rotten and in bad condition we on the 21st 
September ordered the Buxey to shift them. 


120. The same day we ordered the Zemindar to survey the 
drains about the town and see what repairs they wanted and lay 
his report with a calculate of the expence before us. He com- 
plied therewith the 15th November as by said report entered after 
our Consultation of that day when we ordered him to put the 
same in execution as this was the most effectual method we could 
think of for making the settlement sweet and wholesome. 

121. We advised Your Honours under date the 10th January 
1747 that Captain Edward Frederick Reade bequeathed you by 
his will a legacy of eight thousand Madrass Rupees (8000"-"-) 
which we received from his executors the 29th ultimo on giving 
them an indemnification bond for the same. 

122. In the box of books Your Honours will receive the 
account revenues from October 1748 to October 1749 with the 
particular account of the loss and gain in the Zemindarry for 
three years past whereby Your Honours will observe they have 
annually increased and in the last six months to two thousand 
one hundred twenty five rupees fifteen aimas and three pie 
(2125"15"3). 


123. Had Captain Delavaux®, the Engineer, arrived here we 
should agreeable to your directions have received his plans and 
transmitted them to Your Honours; however by the President’s 
order a plan of Calcutta has been taken by Mr. Bartholomew 
Plaisted who has since returned to Europe via Bussorah which 
plan is committed to Captain Webber’s care to be delivered to 
Your Honours. 
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71. The 30th October Lieutenant D’Pen and his party arrived 
here from Cossimbuzar with one hundred sixty three bales of 
X'aw silk and twenty nine chests of taffaties as also the musters 
of plain taffaties. 

72. By our Consultation of the 31st October Your Honours 
will observe that we received the musters of raw silk from 
Cossimbuzar which the gentlemen there advised us were the best 
their merchants would agree to contract for so late in the season 
at the following prices, Guzzerat at seven Dussmassa Rupees 
nine annas per seer, Novemberbund at seven Dussmassa Rupees, 
Commercolly at six Dussmassa Rupees thirteen annas. 

73. Having inspected these musters and compared them with 
those of last year we found them much inferior particularly in 
the lower letters and as Your Honours in the 22nd paragraph of 
your commands of the 27th January complain of the dearness of 
silk and direct us to send you no more than two hundred bales 
as sorted in your investment unless the letter A can be procured 
at five Current Rupees twelve annas (5 : 12 : -) per seer and so in 
proportion for the lower letters and as by the advices from 
Cossimbuzar we found the price of silk to be much dearer we 
sent directions to the gentlemen there to provide no more than 
forty bales of the following sortments and proportions viz., 

Guzzerat, eleven bales 
November Bund, fifteen bales 
Commercolly, fourteen do. 

and likewise to use their utmost endeavours to reduce the prices 
thereof and to procure as many gurrahs and silk peice goods as 
they possibly could. 

74. On the 6th November we sent a further supply of six 
chests of Arcot Rupees to the Chief and Comicil at Cossimbuzar 
in aid of their investment under the charge of an ensign and 
twenty men. 

75. The gentlemen there under date the 9th November pro- 
mised to comply with the foregoing directions as near as in their 
power but could not prevail on their merchants either to raise 
the muster or reduce the prices, that being offered about forty 
maunds of white Rungpore silk at seven Dussmassa Rupees four 
annas (7:4:) per seer the A the same price in proportion to 
that which they contracted to give for the other sortments, they 
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131. The writers Your Honours entertained on this establish- 
ment arrived here except Mr. Robert Lawrence and have been 
stationed in your several offices according to their capacities. 
We assure Your Honours those as likewise all your other ser- 
vants shall be kept constantly employed in their respective 
stations and should any of them misbehave we shall comply 
with Your Honours’ orders of the 29th March 1749 in regard 
thereto. 

132. The President on the 28th August acquainted us that he 
thought proper to grant lieutenants’ commissions to Ensigns 
Broadford and Chase and ensigns’ commissions to Messrs. Creed 
and Kirk. 

133. At the request of Mr. Gervas Bellamy, Chaplain, we take 
the liberty to recommend to Your Honours’ favour his son John 
Bellamy to be instated in Your Honours’ service as a writer 
either at this settlement, Fort St. David or Bombay any of which 
establishments we humbly submit to Your Honours’ judgement 
for his reception. 

134. Captain Jacobs in a letter to the Board under date the 
12th September requested us to continue the pay of lieutenant 
which Your Honours ordered him to Mrs. Jacobs for her and her 
family’s subsistence, his physicians having advised him to return 
to Europe on account of his bad state of health and we have 
complied with his request till Your Honours’ pleasure herein is 
known. 

135. Mr. Nicholas Clerembault advised us under date the 9th 
September that he had received the charge of Dacca factory with 
books, papers and accounts belonging to Your Honours from Mr. 
Thomas Feake who arrived here the 2nd October much indis- 
posed under which he has laboured ever since. 

136. On Mr. Thomas Burrow’s request we permitted him to 
relinquish the office of Sub-Treasurer and confen’ed the 

on Mr. Peter Amyatt who at that time resigning his post of Mili- 
tary Pay Master the President was pleased to confer the same 
on Mr. William McGwire. 

137. The 20th October we appointed Mr. Luke Scrafton to be 
assistant at Dacca factory in the room of Mr. William Wogan 
who commencing factor the 27th November we ordered him of 
Council at that factory. 
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we could send them a further supply. At the same time we for- 
warded Your Honours’ list of investment which we enjoined 
• them strictly to comply with. 

80. Under date the 9th November the gentlemen at Dacca 
repeated their complaints at the clamours of their creditors parti- 
cularly of the Seat’s gomastah who threatened to stop their 
business unless they immediately paid him and that it was with 
the utmost difficulty they could prevail on him to wait our 
answer which was that having sent them twenty chests of 
treasure we were in hopes it would make those merchants, they 
were indebted to, easy and enable them to provide an investment 
besides. At the same time we directed them to send us down 
all the goods they had ready with the utmost expedition. 

81. The President on receipt of the foregoing letter wrote to 
Seat Mowtabray under cover to Mr. Eyles who in reply thereto 
acquainted him that he had prevailed on the Seats to accept of 
forty thousand rupees (40,000) and that he had advised Mr. 
Clerembault thereof to the same purpose. We wrote the gentle- 
men there under date the 2nd December in reply to their letters 
of the 18th and 25th November, the latter advising that they 
would send us in a few days forty bales of cloth on Your 
Honours’ account and in about twenty five further they hoped 
to have forty bales more ready besides one hundred bales by 
the last of January. 

82. The 18th October as it was then late in the season and 
imagining the gentlemen would be unable to invest to the 
amount of the seven chests of treasure set apart for that factory 
we agreed to send thither only five which was dispatched on the 
27th following under the care of Messrs. William Baillie and 
Charles Stafford Playdell whom we advised Your Honours in 
our address via Fort St. David we had appointed to succeed 
Messrs. Blachford and Bellamy and at the same time we for- 
warded the list of goods to be provided there with Your Honours' 
orders in relation to that factory to which we enforced an im- 
plicit obedience. 

83. The gentlemen at Jugdea under date the 22nd November 
acknowledged the receipt of the above supply and advised that 
although the perwannah for the clearance of their business was 
arrived at Dacca, yet as the gentlemen there were unable to 
obtain a ratification thereof they continued in the same state of 
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three annas and three pie (2323" 3" 3) 
payable to William Davis Esqr. and 
Mr. Thomas Hill or order at 2" 4 each 271" - "16 


On the 2nd January of the Hon’ble Adam 
Dawson Esqr. and Messrs. Fytche and 
Burrow account coral twelve thousand 
two hundred ninety eight Current 
Rupees and six pie (12298"-"6) 
payable to Thomas Godfrey Esqr. or 
order at 2s. 4d. each is ... £1434" 15" 5 


On the 4th January of Mr. Richard Court 
on his own account eleven thousand 
and two Current Rupees and six annas 
(11002 "6"-) payable to Messrs. 

William Verelst and John Lodge or 

order at 2" 4 each ... 1283" 12" 2 


On the 8th January of William Watts 
Esqr. on his own account one thousand 
Current Rupees (1000"-"-) payable to 
Peter Godfrey Esqr. or order at 2" 4 
each 

On the 8th January of the Revd. Mr. 
Gervas Bellamy on his own account 
six hundred forty two Current Rupees, 
thirteen annas and nine pie 
(642" 13" 9) payable to Mr. Thomas 
Pomfret or order at 2" 4 each. 

On the 8th January of Roger Drake Esqr. 
Junr. on his own account eight 
hundred fifty seven Current Rupees, 
two annas and three pie (857 "2" 3) 
payable to Roger Drake Esqr. or order 
at 2s. 4d. each 

On the 8th January of the Hon’ble Adam 
Dawson Esqr. on his own account 
three thousand seven hundred and 
thirty Current Rupees, eleven annas 
and three pie (3730" 11" 3) payable to 
William Davis Esqr. or order at 2"4 
each 


116" 13" 4 


75 " - "- 


100 "- 


£435 " 4 " 11 
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89. Under date the 24th November he wrote us that the 
cloth for which he had advanced three thousand rupees (3000) 
before the receipt of Your Honours’ orders was then at the wash 
and he hoped shortly to send it up and that the remaining seven 
hundred peices ordered he would endeavour to provide which 
would have met with no difficulty, had not the Marrattoes’ stay 
been very long there, that he was in hopes of recovering two 
hundred peices of the weavers’ old ballances and requested us 
to supply him with money to pay for the abovementioned seven 
hundred peices. 

90. Having given Your Honours an exact account of this 
important branch of your affairs imder our management we 
cannot here desist without expressing the utmost concern under 
which we have laboured for this year past through the disputes 
with the Durbar which rendered it impracticable for us to com- 
mence your investment so early in the season as we could have 
wished, since thereby you may suffer greatly by not receiving so 
large a quantity of goods as you might reasonably have expect- 
ed, particularly gurrahs and silk peice goods. 

91. We imagined an easy submission to the exactions of such 
an arbitrary and oppressive government would have been 
attended with much worse consequences to Your Honours as it 
would have encouraged them on the least plea to an annual 
demand, for they might conclude that rather than hazard an in- 
vestment we must submit to any imposition. Therefore we hope 
our standing it out with them so long as we did would remove 
that notion and induce Your Honours to consider us under those 
difficulties to have acted in the manner which appeared to us 
most conducive to your interest. This digression leads us to 
enter upon the fourth established head viz., 

The trade of India and therein any transactions vMh the 
country Government. 

92. In our address under date the 10th August we transmitted 
Your Honours an account of the troubles throughout the country 
and the exactions of the government occasioned by the com- 
plaints of the Armenians about two of their ships which were 
taken by the English to the time Mr. Eyles was dispatched to 
Cossimbuzar accompanied thither by Mr. Kelsall, since which 
time we shall proceed to advise Your Honours of the measures 
we took to bring the Nabob to reason though it .gives a damp 
to our spirits that they were not attended w;ith the success we 
so fervently xvished for. 
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On the 9th Jany. of William Pytche Esqr. 
on his own account four hundred 
twenty eight Current Rupees, nine 
annas (428"9"-) payable to Richard 
Benyon Esqr. or order at 2" 4 each 90" - " - 


On the 10th Jany. of William Harwell Esqr. 
on his own account three hundred 
twenty one thousand five hundred and 
seventy seven Current Rupees, nine 
annas (321577.9 "-) payable to Richard 
and William Harwell Esqrs. or cither’s 
order at 2 " 4 each ... 37517 " 7 " 6 

On the 10th Jany. of Mr. John Zephaniah 
Holwell on his own account eight 
thousand five hundred and seventy 
one Current Rupees, six annas and 
nine pie (8571 " 6 " 9) payable to 
William Davis Esqr. or order at 2 "4 
each is ... £1000" - " - 


142. The whole amount of sums for which we have granted 
bills of exchange at two shillings and four pence each rupee is 
four hundred and fifteen thousand nine hundred and fifty six 
Current Rupees nine annas and nine pie (415956 " 9 " 9) or 
£48528 "4" 9. 


143. We have likewise granted bills of exchange at two 
shillings and two pence each rupee to the following persons 
viz., 1 


On the 31st Dec. of Mr. William Spiers one 
thousand two hundred Current Rupees 
(1200 " - " -) payable to Mrs. Elizabeth 
Spiers or order @ 2" 4 (sic) each as 


On the 4th Jany. of Messrs. Pytche and 
Burrow and Orme account the estate 
of Mr. James Kirkpatrick deceased six 
thousand six hundred eighty eight 
Current Rupees and three pie 
(6688" - "3) payable to Peter God- 
frey, Cristopher Burrow and Thomas 
Pytche Esqrs. at 2"2 each is 
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to the Nabob selling forlh in the strongest terms possible Your 
Honours' great sufferings by the stoppage of your business and 
the little foundation for the Armenians' complaint wherewith 
Your Honours had nothing to do, which remonstrance had not the 
desired effect, for after he read it he told Mr. Kelsall the Arme- 
nians must be satisfied. 

.98. That notwithstanding Mr. Kelsall had some interest with 
the Nabob and met with a very handsome reception at the 
Durbar they found he was not inclinable to favour him in the 
'.jvejont dispute which, resting with Hookumbeg and Caroolybeg, 
men of such oppressive and mercenary tempers, left them little 
hopes of accommodating matters under a large sum of money. 

99. They then gave those people to understand that they 
would not be ungrateful for any services they should do Your 
Honours on this occasion, to which they replied when they knew 
what sum they intended to offer to the Nabob they would tell 
them whether it lay in their power or not, upon which they men- 
tioned tlie sum we permitted them to give under date the 1st 
June viz., fifteen or twenty thousand rupees (15 or 20,000) 
but this they rejected as being far short they said of what the 
Nabob expected. On this they requested our orders how to 
proceed and in the interim promised to use their endeavours in 
reducing the demand as low as possible, that the forces then 
remained round their factory and they were informed unless 
the Nabob received speedily a more satisfactory answer that 
they would be encreased. 

100. On the receipt of this we repeated our orders to them 
for finding out what sum would be sufficient for accommodating 
matters to which having then received no reply though late in 
the season we directed they would be as expeditious as possible 
in sending us an answer thereto. 

101. Under date the 9th September they wrote us that on 
Mr. Eyles’ arrival there they were informed nothing less than 
four laack of rupees would satisfie the Nabob but on their giving 
Hookumbeg and Caroolybeg to understand that no great sum 
would ever be complied with on so unjust a pretence and stand- 
ing it out with them till then, they reduced it to two laack which 
they were told the Nabob would certainly insist on; notwith- 
standing which they were of opinion that standing out a little 
longer they might be able to reduce it to a laack besides twenty 
five or thirty thousand rupees (25 or 30,000) to Hookumbeg etc. 
Durbar officers. 



390 


LETTER TO COURT 


intentions were unknown and apprehending that should be- 
come nearer the town his forces might plxmder about it, we came- 
to a resolution to put ourselves in the best posture of defence we- 
could in case of an attack and for this purpose we sent 
orders to the commanding officer at Deanstown to return with 
the military under his command and ordered the Buxey to repair- 
the pallisadoes and the President has sent out proper persons 
to bring him intelligence of the Nabob’s motions and to en- 
deavour to find out his designs as there are no Marrattoes on this 
side the nver. 

154. la the same letter the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar write 
us that their vacqueels informed them the Seats have lately 
obtained from the Nabob an order which forbids all persons; 
besides themselves from purchasing silver or taking any Arcot 
Rupees. 

155. The Severn, Captain Dorril, is now under dispatch for- 
Surat and we are in hopes to be able to dispatch the Brittania 
thither within the month. 

156. The Edgbaston is now loading and we expect to get her 
away by the latter end of this month or the beginning of next. 

157. Captain William Webber has delivered us a protest in 
case the Prince William is not dispatched for Europe on or 
before the 31st instant the time her charter party expires, on-, 
which accovujt we have wrote to the Chief and Coimcil of Viza- 
gapatam to be as expeditious as possible in lading their bales on- 
board, at the same time transmitted them the necessary instruc- 
tions for dispatching her to Your Honours. 

158. We have laden on board this ship sundry goods and" 
merchandize which goes consigned to • Your Honours as per 
invoice and bill of lading enclosed amounting to nine laack fifty 
one thousand and five hundred Current Rupees ,^951,500-). 

159. W;e have also laden on her sundry stores for the use of 
Your Honours’ island St Helena as per copy of the invoice and. 
bill of lading enclosed amounting to one thousMd two hundred 
and thirty five rupees three annas and three pie (1235:3:3). 

160. Mr. William Macket who dispatches this ship from 
Ingellie to Vizagapatam has our orders for enclosing abstract of 
her invoice to Your Honours and to transmit you all other mate- 
rial occurrences from thehcei 
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and other Durbar officers of any influence representing the case 
in a proper light to them and desiring their interest in Your 
Honours’ favour which they hoped would have a good effect by 
prevailing on the Nabob to accommodate matters on more 
moderate terms than he lately insisted on. 

107. The President produced a letter from Mr. Eyles dated 
the 24th September wherein he acquainted him that ever since 
the receipt of our orders of the 12th he used his utmost en- 
deavours to finish the dispute with the Nabob and that he had 
brought them down to the sum limited within twenty thousand 
rupees (20,000), which Caroolybeg informed him the Nabob 
would absolutely insist upon to stop the mouths of some few 
Armenians, which would make the whole amount to one hundred 
and fifty thousand rupees (150,000.-.-) and as it would be better 
to give him this twenty thousand rupees (20,000) than suffer the 
inconveniency of a longer stoppage he hoped we would not dis- 
approve thereof, should he be obliged to pay it, concerning 
which he requested our answer as soon as possible and which 
if we should agree to, Mowtabray he believed would furnish 
the money to be repaid him out of the first treasure sent up. 

108. Esteeming it at that jrmcture absolutely necessary we 
permitted the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar to pay as far as that 
sum but on no account to exceed it as we were determined to 
advance no further, to which they replied under date the 13th 
October that finding it impossible to perswade Caroolybeg to 
accept their offer of one hundred thousand rupees (100,000), he 
having received the Nabob’s orders for insisting on one hundred 
and twenty thousand rupees, they agreed to pay the same on 
Caroolybeg’s promising to procure the perwaimahs as soon as 
the Dusserry was over but the Nabob being confined to his room 
at that time prevented his gaining access to him and as the 
complaint of the Armenians made a great noise at Muxadavad 
the Nabob would first of all require them to appear before the 
Durbar whilst he was present and publickly acknowledge them- 
selves to be satisfied for their losses which Hookumbeg made 
them promise to do on their agreeing to pay the twenty thousand 
rupees they before advised of. 

109. Under date the 18th following they informed us that the 
Armenians made the abovementioned acknowledgement at the 
Durbar held the 15th when the Nabob gave orders for a cur- 
rency to their business and the forces to be taken off their fac- 
tory, whereupon they sent to the Seats to request that they 
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Ihon in expectation of l!ie arrival of Your Honours’ goods from 
Dacca to a considerable amount, least they should be stopped and 
plundered wc ordered the Commandant to send thither an officer 
and forty men to clear all the boats that had English dusticks 
and to remain there till wo should think proper to recall them. 

115. The I3lli following the boats returning fi'om thence with- 
out any orders we called upon Surgeon Peckard who accompani- 
ed the party thither to know the reason thereof, but he informing 
us that Captain Usgate being shot as also two of the serjeants 
and the ensign being dangerously wounded was the occasion of 
the party's returning, as will appear to Your Honours by that 
day’s Consultation when we immediately sent a light boat to the 
commanding officer of the party coming from Dacca with Your 
Honours' goods under his charge to direct him to lay too till 
further orders but in case he should be on this side Deanstown 
then to proceed directly to us. 

116. At the same time we ordered two of Your Honours’ 
sloops to be got in readiness to transport Captain Minchin and 
sixty private men with ten of the train exclusive of their officers 
to lay at Deanstown to protect your boats coming from Dacca 
from any attempts of the Marrattoes as also all other boats with 
English dusticks. 

117. The 17th following he wrote us that on his arrival there 
the Marrattoes treated him with the utmost insolence and 
contempt upon which he fired upon them with grape shot but 
without effect, that he had brought too an advice boat belonging 
to them by which he understood they would be reinforced with 
five hundred men in a few days, that he judged the number 
which were then there to be about three hundred and among 
them several Europeans, upon which we agreed to send the 
Tavistock to lay off there and demolish their batteries, of which 
we advised Captain Minchin and in the interim left it to him to 
distress the Marrattas in whatever manner he should think pro- 
per as we would have them entirely rooted out of that place but 
on no account to land his men. 

Fifthly, concerning fortifications, buildings and revenues. 

118. In obedience to Your Honours’ orders of the 17th June 
1748 per ship Somersett we informed you in our address of the 
10th August that we had received of Ramnautbosc two thousand 
rupees by transfer and then promised, in case of his f- ■h'“-^of 



LEl’i'ER I’d CbtJRl' 


2. This waits on Your Honours per Edgbaston to advise of 
your affairs under our management since that time and serves 
to transmit you Captain Edward Tiddeman’s requests for the 
several sums of money which we have advanced him for the use 
and expences of his ship on charterparty terms with one of the 
bonds he has executed for the same as also a bond entered into 
by Captain MacNemara and a receipt signed by Captain Kent 
for the money they took up here for the same purposes. 

3. The 16th ultimo we received intelligence of the Nabob’s 
return to Plassey and the gentlemen at Cossimbiizar ^vrbte us 
the 20th following that he had crossed the river at Culway and 
proceeded for the Burdwan country, that Meer Jaffeir was to 
follow him with a considerable force and had orders to join him 
with the utmost expedition, since which time they ^\^:ote us that 
the Nabob was arrived at or very near Midnapore and that Meer 
Jaffeir was then at Cutway. 

4. In consequence of our promise in the 147th paragraph of 
the accompanying address we took into consideration how to 
reimburse Your Honours the amount of the deficiencies in the 
import warehouse agreeable to your orders of the 27th January 
1748/9 and as Mr. Wadham Brooke absolutely denied that he was 
indebted to Your Honours and refused to appear before the 
Board or give security for his personal appearance we came to a 
resolution of commencing suit against him in the Mayor’s Court 
and accordingly ordered Mr. James Meredith whom we retained 
^s attorney in this cause to acquaint him thereof. • 

5. Forty bales of Dacca goods arrived here, safe on Your 
Honours’ account the 26th ultimo under the care of Lieutenant 
Sewel and six private men and forty three bales more with a 
bxmdle of musters were dispatched the 21st ultimo from thence 
under- the care of a serjeant and three men as by a, letter from 
"the Chief and Council received the 1st iratant, and-;under date 
the '29th January they promised to send us forty, bales more 
which would be the last for this season. 

6. The gentlemen at Jugdea in a letter dated the 25th 
January advised of their haying dispatched to us on Your 
Honours’ accoimt two hundred and t\venty five -bundles and one 
tucktae amoimtihg to nineteen thousand five hundred and fifty 
■eight rupees eight annas arid six pie (19558 ; 8 : 6) and then wrote 
us they would dispatch another boat of goods in a few days. 
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Sixthly, concerning factors, xoriters, officers and their accompts. 

124. Having in our accompanying address already returned 
Your Honours our humble thanks for your great favour in 
appointing us to be the Governour and Council of this Presi- 
dency, we hope to give Your Honours no occasion to repent of 
the great confidence reposed in us and shall make it our study 
to demean ourselves as becoming persons under such obligations 
so generously conferred. 

125. We shall now proceed to reply to your several orders 
under this head and to give Your Honours all necessary advices 
herein since our last address. 

126. Captain Charles Butterwick whom we have already 
advised was appointed to the command of one of the companys 
here x'elurncd from Dacca on the 27th July when he was prer 
sented as such at the head of the military and Lieutenant Sewell 
was ordered to take charge of the soldiers at Dacca in his room. 

127. Captain Lawrence Withrington whom Your Honours 
appointed Captain Lieutenant of the train having laid before us 
his proposals for making gunpowder we took the same into con- 
sideration on the 4th September when he assuring us that he 
could not afford to make the powder good on easier terms and 
esteeming them not unreasonable we agreed thereto as per his 
contract entered after that day’s Consultation. 

128. In obedience to your commands of March 1742 we 
appointed Mr, John Zephaniah Hoi well one of your surgeons on 
this establishment in the room of Doctor William Lyndsay who 
departed this life of a fever on the 27th of that month. 

129. In the paragraph of this address we informed Your 
Honours of Mr. Eyles setting out to take charge of Cossimbuzar 
factory on the 30th July and are now to advise that Mr. Thomas 
Boddam accompanied him to take his seat in Council there to 
which we appointed him sometime before but was prevented 
from setting out sooner by the late troubles. 

130. We acquainted the gentlemen of Fort St. David on the 

10th August that Your Honours allowed of a bounty not exceed- 
ing forty rupees a man as an encouragement to the non commis- 
sion officers and private men to enter into your service and at 
the same time requested them to prevail on as many as they 
possibly could of the forces and mariners in His Majesty’s service 
to serve Your Honours here and since being greatly distressed for 
men we repeated our request to them under date the [ ]. 
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15. We are now to advise Your Honours of the siuns for which 
we have granted bills of exchange payable ninety days after 
sight as usual and first of those granted Your Honours’ cove- 
nanted servants at two shillings and four pence each rupee who 
have been duly sworn the money is on the following accounts. 


On the 29th Jany of the Hon’ble Adam 
Dawson Esqr. and Messrs. Pytche and 
Burrow account coral four thousand 
seven hundred and forty three rupees, 
seven annas and six pie (4743.7.6) 
payable to Thomas Godfrey Esqr. or 
order at 2.4 each is ... £553." 8" 1 

On the 29 Jany of Roger Drake Esqr. 

Junior account Mr. Thomas Boddam 
one thousand six hundred and twenty 
rupees, two annas and three pie 
(1620:2:3) payable to Captain 
Charles Boddam or order at 2,4 
each ... 189" - " 3 

On the 1st Feby. of William Fytche Esqr. 
on his own accoimt four hundred and 
ninety three rupees, six annas and 
nine pie (493:6:9) payable to Messrs. 

Gosling and Bennett or order @2:4 

each ... 57 " 11 " 4 


On the 1st Feby of Mr. John Zephaniah 
Holwell account William Davis Esqr. 
five thousand one hundred forty two 
rupees, thirteen annas and nine pie 
(5142,13.9) payable to William Davis 
Esqr. or order at 2.4 each 

On do do of Captain Nathaniel Jacobs on 
his own accovmt two thousand one 
hundred and forty two rupees, 
thirteen annas and six pie (2142.13.6) 
payable to Captain Nathaniel Jacobs 
or order at 2.4 each 

On the 5 Feby. of Humphrey Bellamy 
Esqr. on his own account four hund- 
red and twenty eight rupees, nine 


600" - " - 


250" 


if 
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138. The 9th November the President ordered a lieutenant’s 
commission in the train to be drawn out for John Shaw. 

139. We delivered Captain Francis Taylor who commanded 
the Tryal snow a copy of Your Honours’ twentieth paragraph of 
your commands per Severn wherein you were pleased to recom- 
mend him to an employ in the seafaring way but there 
being none here which he thought worth his acceptance we wrote 
in his favour to the Governour and Council of Fort St. David. 

140. We have received a list of persons in Your Honours’ ser- 
\dce who are to enter into covenants or give security and in 
obedience to your orders hereon now transmit the covenants of 
Mr. James Irwin. Your other covenanted servants here have 
our directions to write to their friends to give security according 
to tlieir several stations and we shall direct your servants at the 
subordinate factories to do the same. 

Seventhly, touching accompts. 

141. We are now to advise Your Honours of our having grant- 
ed the following bills of exchange at two shillings and four pence 
each rupee payable at ninety days after sight as usual and the 
gentlemen have been duly sworn that the amount thereof is on 
the following persons’ accounts viz., 

On the 28 th Dec. of Mr. John Hip wood on 
his own account ninety eight rupees 
three annas (98"3"-) payable to Mrs. 

Hannah Hipwood or Elizabeth Maggs 
or order at 2s. 4d. each is ... £11" 9" 1 

On the 28th Dec. of William Barwell 
Esqr. and Messrs. Fytche and Burrow 
account coral four thousand nine 
hundred sixty five Current Rupees 
eight annas and three pie (4965 " 8 " 3) 
payable to Thomas Godfrey Esqr. or 
order at 2s. 4d. each is ... £579" 6" 2 

On the 2nd Jany. of Messrs. Fytche and 
Burrow account Mr. Nicholas Clerem- 
bault two thousand Current Rupees 
(2000"'-"'-) payable to Mr. Anthony 
Clerembault or order at 2" 4 each ... 233" 6" 8 
On the 2nd Jany. of Mr. Jonathan Ranson 
on his own account two thousand 
three hundred twenty three rupees, 
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.. .On do of do do. Account Captain Richard 
Thelwall three hundred rupees 
(300-.-) payable to Captain Richard 
Thelwall or order @ 2.2 each ... 32" 10" - 

On the 4th Eeby of Mr. .Thomas Holme 
one thousand seven hundred and four- 
teen fiipees, fourteen annas and three 
pie '(1714: 14: 3) payable to the 
Hon’ble -Colonel Charles Russel - or 
order nt 2:‘2 €ach - ■ ... 185 " 15 " 6 


On the 5 th Eeby .of Messrs Eyles and 
Lascelles laccount the .estate of 1 John 
Reynolds deceased -four thousand and 
forty nine rupees and six pie (4049.-.6) 
payable .to Mr. Archibald -Sterling or 
■order @ 2.2 each ' ... 438" 13" - 

On do of do do four thousand one hundred 
and forty eight rupees and seven 
annas (4148.7.-) payable to Mr. Archi- 
bald Sterling or order @ 2.2. each 449 " 8 " 1 


-On the 'Sth Eeby of Messrs 'Eytche and 
Burrow and Orme four. hundred and 
eleven rupees; fifteen annas and three 
pie (411:15:3) payable to ■ Mr^ 

Timothy TuUie or order @ •2:'2 each 44 " 12 " 6 

On the Sth Feby of do do six ihundred..and 
‘.sixty six rupees and one , anna 
(666:1:-) payable to Captain Robert 
Baillie dr:order.@. 2:2 each ••• •.- 72 " 3 " 1 

On do of .do .do :account the ’ estate .of 
Thomas Saunders deceased one 
thousand five htmdred rupees 
(1500.-;r) payable d:o John .Home ;and- - 
Edmund .Godfrey Esqrs .@ ,2:2 .each 162" 10" - 

' 18. The whole amount mf 'sums for -which we 'have granted 
nsills of exchange at two shillings and two pence each rupee is 
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On the 8lh January of, Roger Drake Esqr. 
Junior account Mr. Paul Richard 
Pearkes four hundred ninety Current 
Rupees and eight annas (490 " 8 "-) 
. „ payable to Mr. Percival Bentley or 
order at 2 " 4 each is 

On the 8th January of Humffrey Cole 
account the Hon'ble William Wake 
Esqr. forty two thousand eight hund- 
red and fifty seven Current Rupees, 
two annas and three pie (42857-2-3) 
payable to Joseph Godfrey Esqr. or 
order at 2" 4 each 



£57" 4"- 


5000" - " 


On the 8lh January of Mr. William Kempe 
on his own account eight hundred fifty 
seven Cui*rent Rupees, two annas and 
three pie (857" 2" 3) payable to 
Cristopher Wyvill Esqr. and Mrs. 
Anne Kemp or order at 2" 4 each ... 

On the 8th January of Mr. William Kempe 
account Mr. George Heath eight hund- 
red Current Rupees (800"-"-) payable 
to Mr. Henry Crabb Bolton and Mrs. 
Jane Worth or order at 2" 4 each 

On the 8lh January of Mr. William Fuller- 
ton on his own account two hundred 
Current Rupees (200 " ") payable to 
Messrs. Gosling and Bennet or order 
at 2 " 4 each 

On the 8lh Jany. of Mr. George Gray on 
his own account one thousand and 
twenty eight Current Rupees and nine 
• annas (1028"9"-) payable to Mr. Archi- 
bald Sterling or order at 2" 4 each is 


100 " - " 


93" 6" 8 


23" 6" 8 


£ 120 " 


// 


On the 9th Jany. of William Fytche Esqr. 

’ on his own account two hundred 
twenty seven Current Rupees, eleven 
annas and three pie (227"11"3) pay- 
able to Messrs. Gosling and Bennet or 
order @ 2.4. each ... 26 " 11 " 4 

125 Dir.' of Arch. 
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and bill of lading enclosed amounting to eleven laack fifty six 
thousand five hundred rupees. 

25. We have also laden on board her sundry stores for the 
use of Your Honomrs’ island St. Helena as per copy of the invoice 
and bill of lading enclosed amounting to one thousand two 
hrmdred and . thirty six rupees, eleven annas and three pie 
<1236:11:3). 


26. Mr, Hiunphrey Bellamy having settled and accoimted for 
■the several ballances due from him in the warehouse by transfer 
as will appear to Your Honours by our Consultation of the 6th 
mistant and on examining the general books finding he is not 
any ways endebted to Your Honours we have permitted him to 
take his passage on this ship and the usual ninety six rupees 
•will be received here of his attorneys. 


27- Mr. William Watts who dispatched this ship from Ingellie 
•has our orders to enclose Your Honours the abstract of her 
"invoice and to transmit you all material occurrences from ■thence. 


28. We ■wish her a safe and speedy passage and are with the 
".utmost respect 

May it please Your Honours 

Your most faithful and most 
obedient humble servants 

A. Dawson/ Wm. Fytche /Roger Drake Jr./E. H. 

Cruttenden/Sam. Ro6per/Wm. Watts/Thos. 

Burrow. 

Port William, 

"the 8th February 1749/50. 

(Copies of records obtained from India Office 1749/51, Vol: 16. 
■Letter to Court pp. 71-80. 

Paragraph 14 published in Long’s Selections from Unpublish- 
•ed Records 1748-67, p. 23.) 
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On the 4lh Jany. of Mr. Samuel Court 
throe thousand two hundred and 
ninety eight Current Rupees, four 
annas and six pie (3298" 4" 6) pay- 
able to Richard Eyre Esqr. or order at 

2" 2 each 

357 " 6 •' 3 

On the 8lh Jany. of Messrs. Fytche and 
Burrow account the surviving brother 
and sister of Perry Purple Templer 
deceased four thousand six hundred 
and fifteen Current Rupees, six annas 
and throe pie (4615 " 6 " 3) payable to 
Peter Godfrey Esqr. or order @ 2"2 
each 

1 

1 

0 

0 

to 

On the 8th Jany. of Edward Holden Crut- 
tenden Esqr. one thousand four 
hundred eighty five Current Rupees, 
cloven annas and six pie (1485 . 11 . 6) 
payable to Mr.- John Munroe or order 
@ 2.2 each 

160" 19 

On the 8th Jany. of Mr, William Fullerton 
one thousand three hundred twenty 
nine Current Rupees, four annas and 
nine pie (1329 " 4 " 9) payable to 
Messrs. Gosling and Bonnet or order 
@ 2.2 each 

144" - " - 

On the 8th Jany, of the Hon’ble Adam 
Dawson Esqr. one thousand nine 
hundred and four Current Rupees and 
four annas (1904 " 4 "-) payable to 
Capt. John Wood or order at 2.2 
each is 

£216 " 6 " 6 

On the 9th January of William Fytche 
Esqr. six hundred seventy five Current 
Rupees and six pie (675"-"6) payable 
to Messrs. Gosling and Bennet or 
order at 2*2 each to 

73" 2" 7 

144. The whole amount of sums for which we have granted 
bills of exchange at two shillings and two pence each rupee is 
twenty one thousand one hundred and ninety five Current 
Rupees, fifteen annas and nine pie (21195" 15" 9) or 
£St. 2306 " 3 " 1. 
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5. We observe Your Honours* orders in relation to the ships 
expected from Leghorn, in consequence whereof the President 
transmitted a copy of that paragraph to Henry Speke Esqr, 
commander of His Majesty’s sloop the Swallow, to request hi& 
assistance to put the Acts of Parliament therein mentioned in 
execution» to which Captain Speke replied he would render Your 
Honours all the service in his power. The President will like- 
wise write to Commodore Lisle for the same purpose. We shall 
do all in our power to comply with Your Honours’ commands^ 
and have given orders to our Master Attendant in case of their 
arrival here to direct the pylots on no account whatever to give 
them any assistance. 

6. We shall take due care that all account sales in future 
sliall be drawn out agreeable to the method or form Your 
Honours have been pleased to send us in the Lapwing’s packet 
as also the lists of the servants military and others employed 
here agreeable to Your Honours’ directions. 

7. Enclosed we transmit Your Honours the state of this 
Presidency drawn- out as near to the form particularized in the 
21st paragraph of your commands now before us as the short- 
ness of time will admit of and due regard shall be paid to the 
27th paragraph of the said letter. 

8. We are extremely concerned to observe that Your 
Honours should have an intimation given you that spirit of 
gaming prevails among your servants here and assure you that 
had we ever observed the least appearance of this vice we 
should have suppressed it in its infancy. Your orders on this 
head shall be punctualy observed if we shall hereafter find any 
of your servants guilty thereof, as we concur in opinion with. 
Your Honours that no trust or confidence can be placed in per- 
sons guilty of a vice so pernicious. 

9. We have transmitted Mr. Webber a copy of your orders in. 
relation to him who in obedience thereto takes his passage on 
this ship and as this gentleman has behaved himself during his 
residence here in every respect as became his profession we- 
have given him a testimonium thereof Which he desired. 

10. As Mr. Humphrey Bellamyls return to Europe occasioned, 
a vacancy in Council we agreed to .defer filling up the same till 
the arrival of Mr. Charles Maningham who was the next in- 
succession and whose arrival we expect by the first ships. 
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16. The 18th instant Captain George Minchin- arrived here 
from Cossimbuzar with one hundred and fourteen bales and 
chests on Your Honours’ account and the Chief and Council 
there wrote us that as they had refused taking the November- 
bund from the merchants, it being exceeding bad, they could 
not make more than two or three of them. deliver in any silk 
at all and what they took being inferiour to muster they cut it 
accordingly in price, that the gurrahs and peice goods were the 
best procurable for ready money so late in the season which 
they prized as low as the merchants would allow of, alledging, 
that they were not advanced the prices of the silk peice-goods 
this season though silk was four annaes per seer dearer and 
they were at more expence and trouble to procure them than 
formerly, that great part of what they brought in being very 
ordinary obliged them to make a large terret^, by which they 
were disappointed of the full quantity they expected. 

17. We shall proceed on the investment agreeable to the 
last list transmitted us and shall strictly adhere to Your 
Honours’ orders for procuring as large a quantity of goods as 
possible particularly fine muslins of all sorts. 

18. In obedience to the 15th paragraph of your orders we 
have laden on board this ship the following sortments of goods 
which are sent home by the French. 

Five bales of dooreas Gopaulpoor of 40 and 2 
Two do do do 40 and 

One do of Barnagur handkerchiefs of 17^ and If 

19.. Our merchants have brought in several new sortments 
of goods whereof we have laden on this ship the following bales 
for a tryal viz.. 


Six bales 

of mulmuls Santipore 

superfine of 40 and 

Nine 

do 

of do 

Cossajura 

do 

of 40 

and 

2 

Eight 

do 

of seer hand 

connas 

Kissedpoor of 40 

and 

2 

Nine 

do 

of hum mums Chaunpoor 

of 24 

and 

3 

One 

do 

of do 

do 

fine 

24 

and 

3 

One 

do 

of tenjebs 

Beerpoor 


40 

and 

2 

One 

do 

of cossaes 

Rajapoor 


40 

and 

2 

Eight do 

of cossaes 

Commercolly fine 

40 

and 

2 


20. We have laden on board this ship one hundred and eighty 
maunds of shellaack which we purchased at sixteen rupees. 
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161. We wish her a safe and speedy passage and are with the 
utmost respect. 

May it please Your Honours 

Your most faithful and most 
obedient humble servants 

A. Dawson/Wm. Fytche/Hum. Bellamy/Roger 
Drake Junr./E. H. Cruttenden/Sam. Rooper/ 
Wm. Watts/Thos. Burrow. 

Fort William, 
the 13 January 1749/50. 

(Ref. Copies of records obtained from India Office 1749/50, 
Vol. 16. Letter to Court, pp. 15-70. 

Paragraphs 41, 54, 112, 113, 120, 121, 128, 131, 133, 150 and 151 
published in Long’s Selections from Unpublished Records 
1748-67, pp. 50-57. 

Paragraphs 119, 120, 123 published in Wilson’s Old Fort 
William, Vol. I, pp. 227-28). 


12 

LETTER DATED 8 FEBRUARY 1749/50 

Alivardi Khan’s movements towards Midnapur—a suit filed 
against Wadham Brooke for deficiencies in the import warehouse 
— James Twiss to act as attorney. 

T O the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the 
Honble United Company of Merchants of England tradmg to 
the East Indies. 


' May it please Your Honours 

1. Enclosed is duplicate of our address under date the 13fe 
ultimo per Prince William which ship 

Ingelie to Vizagapatam the 16th following by Mr. WiUiam 
Macket when her draught of water was seventeen feet six 

inches od an even keel. 
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On the 22nd Feby.. of Mr. John Cooke 
account Mr. James Valicourt eighty 
eight rupees, fourteen annas and thi*cc 
pie (88:14:3) payable to Mrs. Mary 
Valicourt or order @ 2.3 each is ... 10 

On the 22nd do of Edward Holden Crut- 
tenden Esqr. on his own account five 
thousand six hundred rupees (5600) 
payable to Mr. Robert Cliff or order 600 

On the do of Mr. William McGwire on 
his own account one hundred seventy 
seven rupees, ’ twelve annas and six 
pie (177:12:6) payable to Arthur 
Annesley Esq. or order (S) 2:3 sach 20 . . 

25. The whole arhount of sums for which we have granted, 
bills of exchange at two shillings and three pence each rupee 
is six thousand seven hundred and sixty seven rupees, four 
annas and six pie or ,£732 : 8 : 10. 

26. We have likewise .granted bills of exchange at twO’ 
shillings and one penny each rupee for the following sums. 

On the 19th Feby^ of Mrs. Elizabeth 
Thorpe five hundred Current Rupees 
(500: — : — ) payable to herself or 
order @ 2s. Id each is ... £52 1 8' 

On the 22 do of Mr. William Fytche ac- 
count Captain John Wood three 
hundred and twenty eight rupees, 
fifteen annas (328:15: — ) payable to 
Messrs. Gosling and Bennet or order 
@2:1 each ... 34 5 3'- 

27. The whole amount of sums for whicli we have granted 
bills of exchange at two shillings and one penny each rupee is- 
eight hundred and twenty eight rupees and fifteen annas or 
£ 86 : 6 : 11 . 

28. We have also granted three certificates of one tenour and' 
date for the following sums, one of which being accomplished. 
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7. The 29th ultimo Bisnochurndutt*the son of Ramnautbose 
•accounted for the annual two thousand rupees (2000) by transfer. 

8. We have received the several papers relating to the cause 
with Deepchund and Mr. Humffreys Cole and have delivered 
■copy of the instructions from Your Honours’ soUicitor Nathaniel 
Cole Esqr. to Mr. James Twiss whom we haye retained as attor- 
ney in this cause and shall when the suit is commenced have 
close regard to Your Honours’ directions. 

9. By this ship we send Your Honours three bales of the 
superfine Santipore mulmuls of 40 and 2J and three bales of the 
‘Superfine Cossajura mulmuls of 40 and 2 which have not been 
contracted for but the merchants brought in for a tryal. 

10. On the 29th ultimo Omichund delivered in a letter to the 
Board in relation to his contract for Perrenna saltpetre which 
is entered after that day’s Consultation as also Mr. Rooper’s 
reasons for dissenting to its being entered. 

11. The Accomptant on the 1st instant laid before us the 
general books of this Presidency ballanced to the 30th April last 
•and remarked to us at the same time the reason of their not being 
ballanced sooner was owing to the indisposition of Mr. Robert 
Orme Sub-Accomptant. 

12. Mr. Humphrey Bellamy having delivered over his charge 
of the import warehouse to Mr. Drake on the 1st instant the 
receipts for the same were signed in Coxmcil when Mr. Bellamy 
remarked that there was an overplus in the several articles to 
the amount of about two thousand rupees (2000) and desiring the 
same to be adjusted in the warehouse books that Your Honours 
might have due credit for the amount, we ordered the adjust- 
ment to be accordingly made. 

13. Mr. Bellamy, having bought broad cloth, cotton etc., to a 
large amount at Your Honours’ sales and being on his departure 
■for Europe, acquainted us that Omichund to whom he sold them 
would clear out the same in due time to which Omichund 

. appearing before us agreed. 

14. We are now to request Your Honours’ orders for.re-build- 
ing the church steeple which was thrown down in the storm, the 
foundation for which being already laid we imagine the expence 
will not exceed eight thousand rupees. 
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St. Helena were laden was lost in a gale of wind, whereupon 
we ordered the Buxey to send down a fresh supply to the 
Tavistock as per copy of the invoice and bill of lading enclosed 
amounting to Current Rupees twelve hundred and- twenty two 
and eight annas (1222:8:) 

34. We have laden on board this ship sundry goods and mer- 

chandize as per invoice and bill of lading enclosed amounting 
to Current Rupees fourteen lack, forty one thousand and three 
hundred (14,41,300 . " 

35. Mr. Thomas Burrow who dispatches this ship from 
Ingelie will acquaint Your Honours of her draught of water and 
what else he may find necessary from thence. 

36. We wish her a safe and speedy passage to Your Honours 
and are with the utmost respect. 

May it please Your Honours 

Your most faithful and most 
obedient humble servants 

A. Dawson/Wm. Fytche/Roger Drake Junr./. 

E. H. Cruttenden/ Sami’. Rooper/Wm. Watts/ 

Thos. Burrow. 

Fort William 

the 25th February, 1749/50. 

(Copies of records obtained from India Office 1749/51, Vol: 16 
pp. 81-91. 

Paragraph 8 published in Long’s Selections from Unpuhlished 
Records, 1748-61, p. 23.) 
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LETTER DATED 24 AUGUST 1750 

Want of tonnage in the Presidency — freightage of 
ships for supply of saltpetre to JEort St. George-— Mir Jaffgrs 
forces encounter Maratha raiders near Murshidabad case of 
James Blackford and the Council’s ded^oh — quesUon regarding 
the status of Major Mosman referred to home authorities. 
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annas (428.9.-) payable to Mr. Henry 

Jacques or order at 2:4 each is ... £50" - " - 

On do of do do on his own account two 
hundred and fourteen rupees, four 
.annas and six pie (214:4:6) payable 
to Mr. Garsham Parsons or order @ 

2:4 each ... 25" - " - 

On the 8th Feby of William Watts Esqr. 
on his own account five hundred 
rupees (500) payable to Mr. Henry 
Allen or order @2:4 each ... 58 " 6 " 8' 

On do of Humphrey Bellamy Esq. on his 
own account sixty two thousand five 
hundred and seventy eight rupees, 
six annas and six pie (62578 : 6 : 6) pay- 
able to Humphrey Bellamy Esqr. or 
order at 2.4 each. ... 7300 " 16 " 3- 

16. The whole amount of sums for which we have granted 
bills of exchange at two shillings and four pence each rupee is- 
seventy seven thousand eight hundred sixty three rupees,, 
fifteen annas and nine pie (77863: 15: 9) or £9084:2:7. 

17. We have likewise granted bills of exchange at two* 
shillings and two pence each rupee for the following sums viz., 

On the 25th Jany of Messrs James Ross 
and Thomas Raitt account the estate 
of Alexander Talyour deceased 
twelve thousand one hundred rupees, 
three annas and nine pie (12100:3:9) 
payable to Mr. Donald Talyour or 
order @2:2 each is ... £1310 " 17 " 2l 

On the 25th Jany of Mr. James Ross two 
hundred and thirty rupees, twelve 
annas and three pie (230:12:3) pay- 
able to Mrs Jennite Rannie or order 
@ 2.2 each ... 25" - " - 

On the 1st Feby of Mr. Thomas Cooke 
account Mr. Miles Barnes nine hund- 
red rupees (900.-.-) payable to Mr. 

Miles Barnes or order @ 2.2 ... 97" 10" - 
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kintladge which we ordered to be complied with and his request 
is forwarded herewith. 


7. The same day the Master Attendant with the head pilot 
recommended Alexander Scott and William Vicary as thoroughly 
•qualified for pilots and David Moor and Alexander Holst to suc- 
ceed them as masters. As we were in want of pylots and hav- 
ing no objection to the characters of those men we ordered their 
•appointments agreable to the above report and recommendation 
which is entered after that day’s Consultation. 

8. Your Honours’ sloops the Grampus and Bonetta being in 
readiness to proceed to the Coast with the Madeira wine design- 
■ed for that Presidency, the Jugdea baftaes for painting and such 
part of the packing stuff indented for by the gentlemen there as 
they could take on board we dispatched them thither on the 8th 
March when we advised Mr. Floyer and his Council of our inten- 
tions to return this vessel to Your Honours with a lading of fine 
goods and should direct the captain to call in there to receive 
■such advices as they might think necessary to transmit by her. 
We at the same time enclosed a bill of exchange drawn on Mr. 
Alexander McPherson the Naval Storekeeper by Capt. Henry 
Speeke for four thousand nine hundred and fifty one rupees 
thirteen annaes and six pice (4951"13"6) which amount we ' 
.advanced that gentleman for the service of His Majesty’s sloop 
the Swallow. 

9. In compliance with the 8th paragraph of Your Honours’ 
•orders of the 30th August 1749 we advanced Mr. Alexander 
Knox, Surgeon of the Lapwing, sixty Current Rupees (60) head 
money for fifteen lascars landed here for that ship his request 
for which is enclosed. 

10. The river has this year been surveyed as usual as Your 
Honoirrs will perceive by our Master Attendant’s report thereof 
-entered after our Consultation of the 7th of May. 

11. Your Honours’ sloop the Grampus returned from the 
Coast the 5th May; by her we received eighty nine candy an 
twelve maunds (89 " 12 "-) of redwood as did the Bonetta the 
13th following with eighty six candys five maunds and seventeen 
pounds (86 " 5 " 17) which being landed turned out agreable to 
:invoir.e 
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Iwcnly six thousand and twenty three rupees, six .annas- 
(26023: 6: -) or .ESt. 2821; 1; 4. ‘ 

19. We liavc also granted bills of exchange at two shillings 
and three pence each rupee to the Hon'ble Adam Dawson, Esq. 
and Mr. William Frankland account the estate of Mr. Charles^ 
Adams deceased for eight hundred and thirty five 
rupees, twelve annas and three pie (835:12:3) payable to Doctor - 
Thomas Adam.s and Mariana Stephenson or order being £Stg... 
S4.-.5. 

20. We have liltewi.se granted three certificates of one tenour 
and date for the following sums, one of which being accomplish- 
ed the other two to become void and the persons have been duly 
sworn that the money is on the following accounts viz., 

On the 25 Jany. of the Hon’ble Adam 
Dawson Esqr. account John Hope 
Esqr. and estate of Joseph Hope de- 
ceased Current Rs. ... 1521:11:3- 

On the 29th Jany. of Messrs Fytche and 
Burrow and Orme account Mr. Alex- 
ander Wedderburn CRs. ... 11628:10:9.. 

On the 5th Feby. of Captain Nathaniel 

Cush on his own account CRs.... 10445:15:6- 

21. The whole amount of sums for which we have granted 
certificates is twenty three thousand five hundred and ninety 
six rupees, fifteen annas and six pie (23596 : 15 : 6). 

22. We are to advise Your Honours that we have received, 
into your cash account the estate of James Mosman Esqr. de- 
ceased fourteen thousand and ninety eight rupees and nine pie 
(14098-0-9) for which sum we have granted interest notes. 

23. In this packet we enclose Your Honours the state of this • 
Presidency which we were under an obligation to send open as- 
the Jugdea accounts are not yet arrived. 

• ‘ , ' ' ' K*. \ ‘ 

24. We have laden on board this ship sundry goqds .and mer- 
chandize and consigned the same to Yoiir .Honours as per invoice- 
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reasons for giving it the preference to a saltpetre ballast appear- 
ing to us well founded we ordered our Storekeeper to comply 
with his request and in case there was not sufficient in Your 
Honours’ stores for this purpose, to purchase what old useless 
anchors he could in order to break up the same and Your 
Honours will receive here with Capt. Cheyne’s letter on this 
occasion together with his request for one thousand (1000) Arcot 
Rupees to defray the expences of his house etc. 

17. We wrote to the gentlemen at Dacca on the 21st June to 
inform us what quantity of fine goods they would be able to pro- 
vide for the Lapwing’s cargoe and to be particularly careful in 
dispatching them so as to be down here by the last of July, to 
which they replied that it would not be in their power to send 
us any fine cloth by that time, that they are generally six 
months in getting in the puttun and never in less time than four, 
that they should dispatch to us in a few days two hundred pieces 
of sundry chicon flowered cloth as also what we sent back to 
be rewashed. 

18. Enclosed Your Honours will receive Capt. Cheyne’s 
request for four hundred (400) bags of saltpetre which we have 
complied with. 

19. Your Honours will observe entered after our Consultation 
of the 16th July our Master Attendant’s report of the Bonetta 
sloop which we have directed him to repair. 

20. As the gentlemen at Fort St. David wrote us last year to 
send four thousand five hundred (4500) bags of saltpetre and 
having no tonage of Your Honours to send up to the Coast yre 
came to a resolution to freight the same and ordered publick 
notice to be given thereof for the owners of the countrey ships 
bound thither to give in their proposals for carrying it up. 

21. On the 1st instant the owners of the Louisa ketch, ship 
Dragon and Bonetta ketch offering to take a thousand bags 
(1000) each at two Arcot Rupees twelve annaes (2.12''-) per bag 
and there being no other vessels bound thither and rice bearing 
a high price there as we were informed whereon as great a profit 
would arise to the owners, we accepted these proposals and 
ordered the Export Warehousekeeper to lade it on board. 

Secondly, concerning goods from Europe. 

22. The 19th March being the day appointed for the sale of 
Your Honours’ copper we agreed to put on the established terms 
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; LETTER DATED 25 FEBRUARY 1749/50 

The CounciVs determination to suppress the habit of gambling 
•among the Company's servants — certsure of James Blackford’s 
conduct in delivering over charge of Jagdia factory — large in- 
vestment for fine muslin. 


T O the Honble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the 
Hon’ble United Company of Merchants of England trading to 
the East Indies. 


May it please Your Honours 

1. We have already addressed Your Honours this season under 
dale the 13th January per Prince William as per triplicate en- 
closed and under date the 8th January per Edgbaston duplicate 
ivhereof comes herewith. 

2. Mr. William Watts agreeable to our orders dispatched the 
Edgbaston to Your Honours from Ingelie the 12th instant when 
her draught of water was seventeen feet four inches forward 
and nineteen feet eight inches abaft as by his ‘report entered on 
our Consultation the 15th instant. 

3. We now enclose to you Captain Edward Tiddeman’s request 
and receipt for useless and condemned guns which we have 
laden on board the Edgbaston and which was omitted to be 
advised of in our address by that ship as also his receipt for four 
sei-viceable guns for the use of said ship. 

4. We have the pleasure to congratulate Your Honours on 
the safe arrival here of your own ship Lapwing. She imported 
the 18th instant from Madrass to which place she was ordered by 
the President and Council of Fort St. David to deliver her con- 
signments of coral. The gentlemen at Fort St. David sent us 
•only eighty chests of Arcott Rupees in lieu of so many chests 
•of bullion. So the difference of what we ought to have received 
from thence and what they sent us account this consignment is a 
•deficiency of upwards of ten chests of Arcot Rupees. 


399 
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Honours that they might dispatch from thence and that there 
were ten pieces of it much damaged which they delivered to 
Capt. Parker who paid for it as stipulated in charterparty and 
that they had replaced it by same out of their warehouse. 

27. At the same time they advised us in regard to the differ- 
ence between the rupees sent us by the Lapwing and the bullion 
she brought out for this Presidency, • that the time limited for 
her stay would only admit of coining what she carried and that 
with the greatest difficulty but promised to send us the remain- 
der shortly. 

Thirdly, concerning investment of goods for Europe. 

28. The Export Warehousekeeper laid before us the Calcutta 
list of goods to be provided this year on the 22nd of March when 
we asked our merchants on what- terms they would undertake 
'.the provision of the goods ordered and whether they would 
contract for the Patna goods as likewise for those sortments 
which have not been provided for some years past on account 
of their being too dear, to which they promised us a reply the 
next Council day. 

29. Accordingly on the 26th following they informed us that 
•as Muxadavad was surro-unded by the Morattoes they could not 
.give us an answer then and requested us to advance them the 
laack of rupees set apart for this year’s dadney on account of the 
ballance that was due to them and promised that they would 
provide fine goods therewith for the Lapwing’s cargos by the 
latter 'end of July, desiring at the same time to have interest 
allowed them on those goods from the 1st of April. 

30. The 2nd of April we took the above mentioned proposals of 
the merchants into consideration and came to the following 
result. To pay them the laack of rupees agreable to their request 
and to allow them interest on the goods they might bring in for 
"the Lapwing from the time they were prized, but not being able 
to bring them to agree to this proposall at that time we ordered 
-them to attend the Board the next Council day. 

31. Having met in Council- the 9th following our merchants 
told us that unless we complied with their proposals of the 26th 
^March that then they desired us to allow them interest on the 
goods from* the. time they were prized and give them a promise 
i:o pay for the same out of [the] first money that arrived. 
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11. Your Honours will observe by the several letters receiv- 
ed this j’oar from Messrs. Baillie and Playdell at Jugdea the 
manner of Mr. Blachford’s delivering over the charge of that 
factoi'v and, by the state or account current thereof made up to 
tlie 30th November last, there is a ballance of ten thousand Duss- 
massa Rupees to bo accounted for by him, part of which Messrs. 
Baillie and Playdell under dale the 8lh instant write us he has 
accounted for as follows : By a bill of exchange for five thousand 
Sicca Rupees (5000.-.-) on Ommerchund and Liamchund at Dacca 
payable in twenty one days after sight to Mr. Baillie on Mr. 
Blacliford's account and by a bill drawn on Mr. Baillie for two 
thousand Arcot Rupees (2000 . — . — ) which he accepts so that in 
case the amount of the bill on Dacca comes to hand Mr. Baillie 
will have in his hand on account of Mr. Blachford between seven 
and eight thousand Duss Massa Rupees. 

12. As in the foregoing letter from Jugdea the gentlemen 
write that Mr. Blachford left that place the 6th instant we came 
to an agreement on his arrival here to make a strict scrutiny 
into his conduct during his residence at that factory. 

13. The gentlemen at Dacca wrote us under date the 8th 
instant and transmitted us the invoice of sixty one bales and a 
bundle of musters amounting to seventy four thousand six 
hundred and six Current Rupees and six annas (74606"6"-) then 
dispatched to us on Your Honours’ account under the care of 
Ensign Bi.shop and at the same time remarked to us that in the 
bale of silk flowered hummums there were twenty five peices 
damaged which proceeded from their having lain half washed 
during the stoppage of business. 

14. As those goods were not arrived on the 22nd instant and 
appreliending the inclemency of the blowing weather might 
prevent their being laden on board the Tavistock in charter 
party time, should we wait for their arrival here, we ordered the 
Export Warehouse Keeper to send a sloop with the utmost 
expedition to lay off Rangafoula to take in those bales and 
transport them to the Tavistock, which goods Your Honours 
will find specified in this ship’s invoice. 

15. On inspecting the Dacca goods we found the seerbetties 
very much frayed and very badly raffagurred or joined and that 
the flowered Cossajurah dooreas were marked with very coarse 
thread, of which we shall take due notice to the gentlemen at 
Dacca when this ship is dispatched. 

125 Dir. of Arch. 
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Checquered dooreas 

of 

40 

and 

2 

at 

1" — ^rupee per piece 

Ballasdre miilmulls 

of 

40 

and 

2 

at 

r— 

Terrendams 

of 

40 

and 

2 

at 

1' — 

Mulmulls Santipore 

of 

40 

and 

3 

at 

"12 annas. 

Ditto ditto 

of 

40 

and 

2i 

at 

"12 

Bushon cossaes 

of 

40 

and 

2 

at 

2"— 


and a proportionable abatement to be made on the cossaes of 40 
and 3 and to offer them an advance of twelve annas on the 
chowtars^ provided they were made three covids longer than 
usual, likewise that they would enter into contracts to provide 
seventy thousand (70,000) pieces of gurrahs under a penalty of 
15 per % and for all other goods mentioned in the investment and 
which they say they can provide, to be on the same terms and 
prices ,as last year viz., to have interest allowed them on the 50 
per % dadney from the 15th June and on the remaining 35 per % 
from the 1st October, that we would then advance them a laack 
of Bombay Rupees and on the arrival of the two first ships from 
Europe one third of the treasure they might bring and the re- 
mainder of the 50 per % dadney on the arrival of the latter ships. 

• 

38. To this proposal they replied the next day and assured us 
that they could not reduce the prices of the goods therein men- 
tioned nor could they enter into contracts for more than forty 
thousand (40,000) pieces of gurrahs under a penalty not exceed- 
ing 10 per % upon what ready money they receive, that they 
were satisfied to take the laack of rupees and receive two thirds 
of the money the two first Europe ships which arrived might 
bring and the remainder of the 50 per % on the arrival of the 
latter ships and at the same time to be paid the ballance due on 
the ready money goods last year but on our assuring them that 
we could by no means agree to these terms they told us if . we 
would give them 50 % by the month of August that they would 
contract on the same terms and prices as last year. 

• 39. As we found the merchants did absolutely refuse comply- 
ing with our proposals of the 14th June and apprehending that a 
further delay would not bring them to those terms we on the 
18th agreed to accept of their proposals for contracting on the 
same terms as last year and to propose advancing them 50 per 
cent dadney on the arrival of Your Honours’ ships and they to 
enter into contracts for fifty thousand pieces of gurrahs under a 
penalty of 15 per % to which we, brought them to agree on tne 
20th. When we asked them to contract for the goods that were 
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«ight annaes per maund being unable to procure any on cheaper 
terms. 

21. Mr. William Fytche, who has the charge of the e3q)ort 
warehouse till Mr. Thomas Feake recovers, delivered in a letter 
to the Board complaining of the sorters of Your Honours’ cloth 
which is entered after our Consultation of the 19th instant in 
consequence whereof he has received our orders to punish and 
dismiss those whom he finds negligent in their duty. 

22. The 22nd instant the Belvidera sloop imported here 
from Bulramgurry. By her we received five bales of sannoes 
amounting to Current Rupees three thousand five hundred and 
sixty eight, three annaes and six pie (3568:3:6). 

23. On Captain Cheyne’s arrival at town we called on him 
to know the condition of the Lapwing to which he replied that 
she was in good order and wanted only caulking and to have 
her rigging overhauled but was sorry to acquaint us that most 
of his people were down in the scurvy and in a bad state of 
health and that his chief and fourth mates were dead as like- 
wise his boatswain, carpenter’s mate and two seamen, exclusive 
•of three he was obliged to leave at Fort St. David who were in- 
capable of service and on our asking him if he could get her in 
readiness to proceed for Europe by the 20th of next month he 
■offered it as his opinion that it would be too late in the season 
for him to get his passage rovmd the Cape with his ship’s com- 
pany in the abovementioned condition without the utmost 
risque and danger to the ship and cargoe, whereupon we agreed 
to detain her here till the month of July when we intend to 
dispatch her to Your Honours with a lading of fine goods as 
•directed. 

24. We are now to advise Your Honours the sums for which 
we have granted bills of exchange at the rates ordered in the 
51st paragraph of your orders per Lapwing and first of those 
to your covenanted servants at two shillings and three pence 
■each rupee, they having been sworn that the amount thereof 
is on the following accounts. 

On the 19th Feby. of Captain David 
Clayton on his own account nine 
hundred Current Rupees, nine annas 
and nine pie (900:9:9) payable to 
himself or order @ 2:3d each is ... 


£102 8 10 
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Helena, to which they replied under date the 6th of June that as 
soon as they could bring their merchants to give them an answer 
relating to the investment they would advise us thereof and for- 
ward the musters of raw silk for our inspection and requested 
,we would furnish them with as large a sum as possible out of 
the first money we received, being apprehensive that they should 
find it almost impracticable to make any new contracts for goods 
there untill the merchants were paid off great part of what Your 
Honours were endebted to them. 

45. The 16th June we sent them ten chests of Bombay Rupees 
and then wrote them that we should send them a further supply 
as soon as Your Honours’ ships arrived. 

46. Under date the 3rd July they acknowledged the receipt of 
the abovementioned treasure and at the same time forwarded 
the musters of raw silk which they wrote us they had brought 
their merchants to agree for at the following prices viz., 

Novemberbund at DMRs.^ 7 per seer the A 


Guzzerat 7 — 9 

Comercolly i 6 — 13 


that they endeavoured to raise the musters of silk to a greater 
fineness as likewise to reduce the prices but the merchants refus- 
ed to allow of any alterations in either, alledging there was but 
little of the Novemberbund crop of putney remaining (which 
made it much dearer in proportion than the Marchbund) and of 
that [if] they were to contract on a finer muster they should 
not at that tiifie of the season be able to wind off silk equal to it, 
that they expected shortly a muster of white Rungpore silk when 
they should write to us concerning that article 

47. At the same time they acquainted us that Your Honours 
having complained much of the badness of gurrahs lately sent 
you and directed them to procure them of a better fabrick they 
had prevailed on their merchants to contract for fifty five 
thousand (55000) pieces on the same muster they did in 1744^ at 
seventy eight DMRs per corge which was two rupees above the 
last year’s price for ready money gurrahs and near five loss than 
what (as they were informed) the Dutch had agreed for this 
season and that unless this contract was supported by a supply 
of money there could be no dependance on the merchants per- 
forming the same fully and if we could supply them largely 
they could venture to assure us of being able to contract for an 
additional quantity. 
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-the other two to become void, and the persons have been duly 
:sworn the amount is on the accounts that follow: 

On the 21st February of Messrs. Fytche, 

■ Burrow and Orme account the estate 
of John Jackson Esqr. deceased Cur- 
rent Rupees 70,000 


On do of Mr. Daniel Lascelles account 
Captain Christopher Baron 
Current Rupees ... 2,632 8 9 

On the 24th do of paptain Nathaniel 
Cush on his own account Current 
Rupees 11,831 8 


29. The whole amount of certificates is eighty four thousand 
•four hundred and fifty five rupees and nine pie (84455: — :9). 

30. There being a ballance in Your Honours’ treasury of six 
laack twenty seven thousand four hundred and fifty four rupees, 
eight annas (627454:8: . ) we came to a resolution of disposing 

-of it in the following manner: 

To pay Futtichundseat one laack sixteen thousand 
(1,16,000) 

To send to Cossimbuzar one laack and four thousand 
(104000) 

To send to Dacca one laack and thirty six thousand 
(136000) 

To keep in the treasure to advance our' merchants for the 
ensuing year’s dadney one laack (1,00,000) 

-and the remainder to supply the cash and to pay off the notes 
of interest granted to Captain Speke on accoimt of the bill of 
■exchange drawn on us from Fort St. David for forty thousand 
Arcot Rupees (40,000. . ). 

31. Having reconsidered the indents sent Your Honours by 
■the Prince William and Edgbaston, and finding no occasion to 
make any alterations we now transmit you triplicates of them 
.in this packet. 

32. Enclosed in this packet Your Honours will receive the 
•several papers relating to this ship. 

33. The 23rd instant we received advice that the boat on 
•which the stores designed for the use of Your. Honours’ island 
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' 51. In the accompanying address we advised Your Honours of 
qur orders to Ensign Bishop who had the cha.rge of the goods- 
coming from Dacca when the Tavistocke was imder dispatch tp 
transport them to her on a sloop we sent down for that purpose 
for to prevent delay; The ensign returned the 1st of March and. 
acquainted us that he had punctually complied therewith except- 
ing ten bales which he brought up with him, they having receiv- 
ed damage by the bad weather which he met with in the woods,, 
upon which we ordered the Export Warehousekeeper to open 
them in order to return what appeared damaged to be redressed. 

' 52. The lOth following as the treasure designed for. Dacca fac- 
tory was then under dispatch, we took that opportunity of 
returning the above mentioned cloth to be washed over again as- 
likewise to forward one bale of Jugdea humhums for chinting. 

53. The President at that time having received an answer from 
Jugutseat to his offer of a laack of rupees wherein he left, it to- 
our option to pay this money either to his agent at Hughly or 
Dacca, and as Your Honours were indebited to the amount of 
near six laack of rupees to his house at that factory and appre- 
hending that paying him a part of this laack there would be the- 
means to prevent his demanding any of the mony then under 
dispatch for providing this year’s investment, he came to a reso- 
lution to send sixty thousand (60,000) Arcot Rupees to be paid, 
him there immediately on its arrival account Your Honours’ 
debt to him and sent them directions to set about their invest- 
ment with the remainder of the money then forwarded agreable 
to the list which we enclosed to them in our letter under date the 
13th following. 

54. We ad-vised Your Honours in our address per Tavistock 
that we should take notice to the gentlemen at Dacca that the 
seerbetties were very much frayed and very badly ruffagurred 
as likewise that the flowered Cossajura dooreas were worked 
with very bad thread, to which they replied under date the 16th 
March that the seerbetties was a kind of cloth that is always 
frayed but their being more so the last season than usual was 
owing to the shortness of time which did not allow the nurdeas** 
to do their part of the business as well as fonnerly who not 
receiving any money for this sortment of goods till after the 14th 
of November when their business was cleared it was with diffi- 
culty they were got ready at any rate, and in regard to the Cossa- 
jura dooreas they acknowledged they were worked with coarse- 
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To the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Hon’ble 

the United Company of Merchants of England trading to 
the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours 

1. Our last address bearing date the 25th of February waited 
on Your Honours per ship Tavistocke which ship was dispatched 
from Ingellie by Mr. Thomas Burrow the 3rd of March when her 
draught of water was 17 ft. 5 in. on an even keel. Duplicate 
of said address comes enclosed. 

2. We shall now proceed to give Your Honours a particular 
and full account of your ziffairs under our management since 
that time under the usual heads and 

First, concerning shipping. 

3. In the above mentioned advices we acquainted Your 
Honours of the safe arrival here of your own ship Lapwing 
which we permitted to come up before our fort in consequence 
of Captain Cheyne’s request the 1st of March when we ordered 
the Buxey to supply her with what stores Capt. Cheyne indented 
for as likewise Your Honours’ Cooper to supply her with pro- 
visions. The account particulars of the several disbursements 
on this ship Your Honours will receive herewith. 

4. The 1st of March Mr. James Valincovut returned from 
Ingellie when he reported the dispatch of the Britannia from 
thence to Surat on the 28th of February at which time she drew 
17. feet water on an even keell as likewise that he had protested 
against Capt. Somner for returning one thousand (1000) bags of . 
rice and nine hundred and fifty (950) bags of sugar. 

5. The 5th of March we received information from one of 
Your Honours’ soldiers who was sent down to guard the rice 
designed for the Britannia that n sloop whereon there was laden 
three hundred and fifty bags (350) was lost in a gale of wind at 
Ingellie on her return from the ship whereof he saved one himd- 
red (100) bags and left it under the care of a peon at that place. 
We thereupon ordered the Buxey to send down a boat to bring 
up the same and likewise to sell at publick outcry the sugar and 
rice returned from that ship on the 19th following the account 
sales whereof is enclosed. 

6. Capt. Cheyne on the 8th March requested us to lade on 
board his ship fourteen tons of redwood and thirty tons of iron 
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"though they were of opinion that it would be to no purpose and" 
that the only way in which they could answer for the payment of 
the ten thousand (10000) rupees for the present year would be by 
receiving supplies to make at least a moderate investment and 
that they were apprehensive of an entire stop to business in a 
very short time if we did not send them a supply or give them an 
order to receive one from Dacca, in reply to which on the 10th 
April we wrote them that we should send them money out of 
the first supply that came to hand and in the interim permitted 
•them to take up money at 9 per % interest for their investment, 

59. Under date the 24th April they wrote us it would be im- 
possible from the poverty of the people to take up money at 
interest in such a place asthat at so small a premium as per %, 
that they had wrote to the gentlemen at Dacca on that head and 
represented to them the pernicious consequences to Your 
Honours’ affairs of suffering the weavers to leave the aurungs for 
want of employment and giving the French an opportunity to 
deprive Your Honours of the fiower of the markets, so they were 
in hopes of receiving a supply from thence but in a letter of the 
20th May following they advised us that the gentlemen there 
wrote them they could not procure them any money and 
requested our permission to take up some at the same premium 
with the other subordinates, in which case they had some hopes 
of borrowing which if effected would relieve their factory from 
the hardship it frequently suffers of having the business stopt 
and enable them greatly to encrease and better Your Honours’ 
investment. 

60. At the same time they transmitted us the invoice of one ^ 
hundred and ninety nine (199) bales and one tucktae of cloth 
with a small bundle of musters of such cloth as the French’ pro- 
vide there, and advised that they had received of the delolls four 
thousand (4000) rupees of their old debt which considering the 
■smallness of their investment and the loss they s'uffered by col- 
lecting the puttun money and stoppage of business was as much 
•or more than they had reason to expect. 


61. In reply to the foregoing under date the 16th June vk 
wrote them that as Your Honours paid no more than 9 per 70 
at your other subordinates they had our permission to take up 
money at interest (if they could) at that rate and again promised 
them a supply when Your Honours’ ships arrived. 
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12. By Ihe Judda Merchant one of our countrey ships which 
imported here from Bombay the 22nd May Mr. Wake and his 
Council wrote us under date the 22nd April that neither the 
Severn or Britannia were then arrived but that they had pro- 
vided on Your Honours’ account six hundred bales of cotton (600) 
for each ship at Surat where, in case they did not arrive by the 
28th of that month, they ordered it down for Bombay as it would 
then be to late for them to deliver their freight there. 

13. Under date the 8th of May they wrote us again by the 
Danbury another our countrey ships advising that the pylot run 
the Severn ashore on the Eastern Sea reef where she struck 
several times and lost the keel of her rudder and Capt. Dorrill’s 
apprehensions that she had received some other damage occasion- 
ing her to be brought into the dock to be examined, which would 
prevent her dispatch from thence before August and as the 
Britannia could not arrive then so as to be dispatched before that 
time they came to a resolution to send us two laack of Bombay 
Rupees on the Danbury which turned out agrpable to invoice 
excepting a deficiency of one rupee in chest No. 12. 

14. The Governour and Council of Fort St. Davids wrote us 
under date the 8th May that it was reported that the Walpole 
had lost her passage and was at Point D’Galle but as we have 
not heard any further news since about that ship we presume 
this report to be groundless and that she has proceeded but the 
Britannia having lost her passage put into Fort St. David the 
2nd of that month. 

15. In the above mentioned letter they acquainted us that of 
the packing stuff sent them by the sloops some part was not 
only damaged but deficient in quantity, whereupon we sent for 
the masters of those sloops and on asking them how the damage 
happened they assured us it was owing to the bad weather they 
met with up and as to the deficiency Mr. Riccards who com- 
manded the Bonetta said he knew of none and produced his bill 
•of lading delivered him up there and Mr. Roberton, the master 
•of the Grampus, told us that there was six hundred and thirty 
six (636) pieces of the gunneys and some jute rope which they 
refused to receive from him at Madrass on accovmt of the 
■damage and which he brought, back with him to this place. 

16. Capt. Cheyne on the 18th June requesting us to lade on 
board his ship twenty (20) tons more of iron kintladge and his 
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were then beyond Cutway and Meer Jaffer with his army very 
near them and the Nabob continued at Midnapore. 

66. The 7th of May following they wrote us that Meer Jaffer 
was returned to the city with his army and several small parties 
of the Morattoes had been plundering on the island but their 
vacqueel informed them that the Nabob was arrived at Budwan 
and expected to be at Cutway in a day or two, that as the Morat- 
toes was retired to a considerable distance and the season was so 
far advanced it was to be hoped they would not return this year 
and this news they confirmed to us the 15th following. 

67. The President laid before us on the 28th May translates 
of two letters which he received, the one from the Phousdar 
demanding Mohammed Deloll and his effects to be sent to him at 
Hughley and the other from the vacqueel to the same purpose, 
which Your Honours will find entered after that day’s Consulta- 
tion together with the answer that was sent thereto, as likewise 
another letter from Huditally Cawn'* repeating his demand which 
is entered after our Consultation of the 30th of July. 

68. In this packet Your Honours will receive an account sales 
of cotton that was sold at publick outcry the 13th October 1749 
amounting to fifty two thousand eight hundred and nine rupees 
eleven annaes and three pice (CRs. 52809 " 11 " 3). 

Fifthly, concerning fortifications, buildings and revenues. 

69. On the 14th May we agreed in Council to expose Your 
Honours’ arrack farm to publick sale that day month as the time 
limited in the license will expire the 5th September next, of 
which publick notice being given the same sold to Mr. Richard 
Williams for nine thousand two hundred and twelve (9212" . " •) 
rupees per annum. 

70. The Zemindar oh the 23rd July acquainting us that several 
of the drains about the town was stopped up arid encroachments 
made in the high road by building hutts and shops over those 
drains, we ordered them to redress those grievances. 

Sixthly, concerning factors, writers, officers and their accounts. 

71. In the 12th paragraph of our accompanying address we 
acquainted. Your Honours that we should scrutinize into Mr. 
James Blachford’s conduct during his residence at Jugdea upon 
his arrival here; accordingly on the 5th March we called upon 
him to explain the entry in his account dated the 30th November 
of Duss Massa Rupees (18,153 " 9 " .) eighteen thousand one 
hundred and fifty three, nine annaes for cloth at the aurungs and 
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at thirty eight (38) rupees per maund, being twenty (20) per 
cent advantage on the invoice price. The account sales thereof 
Your Honours will receive enclosed as likewise of the damaged 
woolen goods which were sold at the same time. 

23. The Import Warehousekeeper informing us on the 9th 
April that there was about one thousand five hundred (1500) 
maunds of lead in the godown we agreed to sell it at outcry the 
23rd following when the same was put at five rupees per maund 
on the established terms. The account sales we now transmit 
Your Honours together with the account sales of your damaged 
stores the 25th April, the same having been surveyed by us 
before they were sold. 


24. The Warehousekeeper the 21st May laid before the Board 
an account of several pieces of broad cloth and perpets which 
then remained in the godowns and as we at that time expected 
the arrival of Your Honours’ ships we ordered them to be sold 
at publick outcry when we agreed to put the same at the fol 
lowing prices viz., 


Aurora 

Broad cloth ordinary..., 

Perpets fine 

Ditto ordinary 

Perpets ordinary broad 

Culjeed flannels 

Imbost cloth 

Scarlet flannels 

Soys 

Dresdenets 


.at 65 rupees per piece 

at 45 

at 27 

at 18 

at 35 

at 22 

at 80 

at 40 

at 42 

at 42 


25. The account sales whereof comes enclosed in this packet 
by which Your Honours will observe that some of the sortments 
were disposed off at a less price but as they were put up to be 
cleared in two months with all faults and no discount allowed the 
buyer we thought it for Your Honours’ interest that they should 
be sold and beg leave to remark that the soys and dresdenets 
would not sell for any price. 

26. Under date the 6th May the Governor and Council of 
Fort St. David wrote us that they would forward the broad cloth 
designed us by the Augusta by the first vessel belonging to Your 
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76. Mr. James Irwin likewise applied to us to succeed Mr, 
Orme as Sub Accomptant to whose capacity and integrity Mr. 
Pytche the Accomptant said he had no objection but as Mr, 
Amyatt had carried on the business of the office with great dili- 
gence and care during Mr. Orme’s indisposition, without which 
the books of last year would not have been ballanced, and think- 
ing it would be a great hardship to set him aside, he therefore 
desired Mr. Amyatt might be appointed which we agreed to. 

77. The 19th March we ordered Mr. William Watts to receive 
the charge of the stores from Mr. Samuel Rooper and to deliver 
over the military stores to Mr. William Macket. 

78. Mr. Thomas Feake took his seat at the Board the 9th April 
but finding his health wo\ild not permit him to attend the cottah 
he on the 1st August requested us by letter to appoint some other 
person to take charge of the export warehouse till such time as 
he recovered, when the President proposed Mr. Roger Drake but 
Mr. William Pytche for reasons given by him in Council that day 
requested the President to take the opinion of the Board whe- 
ther he or Mr. Drake should be appointed, when it being the 
opinion of the majority that Mr. Fytche should take charge there- 
of from Mr. Peake and to deliver him the care of the general 
books he was accordingly appointed Export Warehouse-keeper. 

79. On the 12th April Lieutenant Thomas Sewell departed 
this life of an infiamation in his liver and the President conferred 
a lieutenant’s commission on Ensign Francis Hamilton. 

80. Mr. John Zephaniah Holwell sent in a letter to the Board 
on the 30th April requesting our permission to resign Your 
Honours’ service as his private affairs obliged him to return to 
Europe which we agreed to, 

81. At the same time Mr. .Williams Fullerton sent in a letter 
to the Board requesting to succeed Mr. Holwell in consequence 
of Your Honours’ recommendation anno 1744, when the President 
proposed Mr. John Knox who always attended on him in his 
illness, but the majority of this Board not approving of this 
proposal on account of Your Honours’ recommendation, the 
vacancy was not filled up till the 16th instant when the President, 
looking upon himself to have a right in choice and appointment 
of a doctor as well as the chief of subordinate factories, thought 
proper to order Mr. Knox Surgeon of this settlement in Mr. 
Holwell’s room, of which he hopes for Your Honours’ approba- 
tion as this gentleman has served Your Honours both here and 
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32. This proposal of the merchants we then took into con- 
sideration and agreed to allow them interest on what goods were- 
prized before the 1st of June from the day of prizing those goods 
and on what they might bring in afterwards from the 1st of June 
and promised to pay them what money we could spare out of the 
first supply, which they consenting to and promising to give in as- 
many goods as they could, we ordered the Committee of Treasury 
to advance them a laack of rupees on account their old ballances. 

33. In order to be at a certainty as to the quantity of fine goods- 
we might expect from the merchants for this vessel we desired 
them to inform us to what amount they would bring in and they 
assured us on the 10th of April that they would deliver in suffi- 
cient for the Lapwing’s lading by the latter end of July. 

34. On the 23rd April the merchants requested us to advance 
them a part of the treasure set aside for Cossimbuzar factory,, 
they being in great want of money to go on with their invest- 
ment, which we then took into consideration and as the Morattoes 
who were at that time about the country rendered it quite un- 
certain when the ways would be clear for Mr. Eyles’ return to 
Cossimbuzar and being in expectation of the remainder of the 
Lapwing’s money from Fort St. David by Your Honours’ sloops 
which we shortly expected we agreed to advance them 2 per 
cent on account of their ballances. 

35. The gentlemen at Cossimbuzar having advised us in their 
letter dated the 7th of May that the Nabob was then expected 
at Cutway and the Morattoes being retired from Cossimbuzar we 
on the 14th of that month ordered our merchants to attend the 
Board when we asked them on what terms they would under- 
take the investment this season. They replied that they had 
received advice that the Nabob was at Bissenpore and therefore 
they could not give us any answer for ten or twelve days by 
which time they hoped the country would be settled. 

36. The 28th following we ordered the Export Warehouse- 
keeper to learn from the merchants on what terms they would 
provide the goods ordered and to what amount and to lay the 
same before us which he complied with the 11th of June follow- 
ing and Your Honours will find entered after that day’s Consul- 
tation. 

37. We took the merchants’ proposals into consideration the 
13th June and came to the following resolution viz., to propose 
to them the lowering of the prices of the underwritten goods. 
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89. On the 30th nltinio the Accomptant laid before us the 
r general books of this Presidency brought up to the last of Jan- 
uary page 339th. 

90. We come now to advise Your Honours what sums we have 
granted bills of exchange for, payable ninety days after sight as 
usual and first of those at two shillings and three pence, the per- 

r.sons to whom they were granted having been sworn that the 
.■amount is on the following accounts. 


On the 30th July of the Hon’ble Adam 
Dawson Esqr. on account of Hum. 

Bellamy Esqr. rupees nine thousand 
six hundred and eleven, eleven annaes 
and six pice C. Rs. (9611-11-6) payable 
to Humphrey Bellamy Esqr. or order 
at two shillings and three pence is...£St. 1081 " 6 " 4 

Oh 6th instant of Samuel Rooper Esqr. on , 
his own account fifty four thousand 
eight hundred and ninety eight rupees, 
eleven annaes and three pice 
(54898-11-3) payable to Sami. 

Godolphin Rooper Esqr. or order sit 

two and three pence is £S« 6178" 2" 1 


'On the 6 instant of Mr. Robert Orme on 
his oWn Account two hundred and 
sixty six rupees, ten annaes and nine 
pice payable to Mr. John Zephaniah 
Holwell or order at two and three 
pence is 


£St. 30 " . 


ft 


On the 6th do. of the Revd. Mr. Gervas 
Bellamy on his own account five 
hundred and thirty three rupees, five 
annaes and three pice payable to Mr. 

Thomas Pomfret or order at two and 

three pence is ^ ^St. 60 " . 


’■On the 13th do. of Mr. Peter Amyatt on his 
own account two hundred and twenty 
two Current Rupees, three annaes, 
and six pice (222-3-6) payable to Mrs. 
Elizabeth Dowsing or order at two 
and three pence 
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not provided for some years past they replied that they could 
not contract for them without a large advance but promised to 
bring in a few pieces of each sortment to be sent Your Honours 
as also a few pieces of those sortments which they say they are 
unable to provide. 

40. Having thus far settled with the merchants we ordered 
the Warehousekeeper to draw out the list of goods at the A and 
medium prices which Your Honours will observe is entered after 
our Consultation of the 29th June together with the list of the 
amount of goods that each merchant proposed contracting for, by 
which observing that Omichund intended to provide to the 
amount of only one hundred thousand (100,000) rupees though 
last year he contracted for seven laack, we thereupon sent for 
him to know his reasons which are entered after our Consulta- 
tion of the 2nd ultimo for Your Honours’ notice. 

41. The same day we sent for Omichund and told him that 
we would advance him two hundred thousand (200,000) Arcot 
Rupees on the arrival of the two first ships from Europe and 
promised to advance him on accoimt his ballance in proportion 
to what we paid the merchants on account their dadney and as 
to his request for 50 per % we would pay him as far as we were 
able as the money came in and should not demand the penalty 
in his contract, provided we failed in advancing him the 50 per 
% on the goods as they were prized, to which he agreed. 

42. The Export Warehousekeeper delivered in the division of 
the list of goods among the merchants on the 16th of July when 
being asked if they were satisfied therewith and they replying in 
the affirmative we ordered the warrants to the Committee of 
Treasury for advancing them 4 and J per % dadney to be drawn 
out. 

43. The 30th following the Warehousekeeper delivered into 
Council the merchants' teeps drawn out and signed which were 
deposited as usual in the hands of the President. 

44. On the 21st May Mr. Edward Eyles returned to his Chief- 
ship at Cossimbuzar and by him we took the opportunity of 
sending the list of goods ordered at that factory and likewise 
copy of Your Honours’ orders per Lapwing to which we enjoined 
a strict obedience and at the same time ^directed the genliemen 
there to provide one hundred (100) pieces of blue and as many 
of good thick doosuttees for the use of Your Honours’ island St. 
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and nine pice (2669. 10. 9) payable to 
Messrs. Gosling and Bennet or order 
at two shilings and three pence is £St. 300" " ^ 

On do. of Mr. Wm. Fytche Esqr. on his own 
account Current Rupees one thous- 
and sixty six, ten annaes and six 
pice (1066.10.6) payable to Messrs. 

Gosling and Bennet or order at 

2s. 3d. £St. 120" . " .. 

On 16th August of the Hon’ble Adam 
Dawson Esqr. account Wm. Percival 
Esqr. Current Rupees two thousand 
one hundred and eighty (2180 " — ") 
payable to Richard Wiatt and James 
Whitechurch Esqrs. or order at two 
shilings and three pence is £St. 245"4" 

On do of Mr. Wm. Macket on his own 
account Current Rupees four hundred 
and forty four, seven annaes 
(444"7" .) payable to Chs. Brown 
Esqr. or order at two shillings and 
three pence is £St. 50" . " .• 

On do. of Mr. John Zephaniah Holwell 
on his own account Current Rupees 
three thousand two hundred and sixty 
nine, one annae and six pice 
(3269" 1 "6) payable to Mr. John 
Zephaniah Holwell or order at two 
and three pence is £St. 367"15"5" 

On do. of. Edward Holden Cruttenden 
Esqr. on his own account Current 
Rupees twenty two thousand two 
hundred and twenty two, three 
annaes and six pice (22,222"3"6) pay- 
able to Mr. Robert Cliff or order at „ 

two and three pence is ' 

On do. of Wm Watts Esqr. on his own 
account Current Rupees one thousand 
(1000" . " .) payable to Messrs. 

Gosling and Bennet or order at „■ 

and three pence is ' 
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48. On the 7th July we inspected the musters of raw silk and 
having found them, on comparing them with those of last year, 
greatly superior in the lower letters we directed them to provide 
of the following sortments, viz., 

240 bales of Comercolly 
240 ditto of Novemberbund 
60 ditto of Guzzerat 

but if they apprehended that the merchants would be unable to 
•deliver in to this amount, then to contract for no more than they 
were sure they could furnish to be down here in time for the 
latter shipping, using at the same time their utmost endeavours 
to lower the prices and in regard to their contract for gurrahs 
as they were obliged to advance the price thereof we expected 
they could make the merchants keep up to their musters in 
goods. 

49. Under date the 1st instant they informed us that from the 
receipt of our before mentioned orders they tryed as much as 
possible to reduce the prices of raw silk but on finding their 
merchants determined not to consent thereto, unless they would 
allow of the lowering the musters to the fineness of last year, 
•they contracted for no more than the following quantities. 

maunds 


Of Novemberbund 356 

Comercolly 355 

Guzzerat 90 


that they endeavoured to contract for a large quantity but 
several of their merchants pleading their inabilities to under- 
take any without an immediate advance of money p[ut] it out of 
their power to encrease the abovementioned quantity. 

50. At the same time they inform [ed] us they had contract- 
ed for the doosutties ordered for the use of Your Honours’ island 
St. Helena and promised to inform us hereafter concerning their 
contracts for silk piece goods which they had brought their mer- 
chants to agree for on the old musters at last year’s prices, but 
there were only few of the merch[ants] who seemed inclined 
to provide any till th[at] we were certain what money could 
be advanced them when Your Honours’ ships arrived. 

125 Dir. of Arch. 
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Ori 16th inst^t of Messrs Fytche, Burrow 
and Orme accpunt the estate of John 
Saunders deceased five thousand two 
hundred and eighty six Current 
Rupees, twelve annas and three pice 
(5286"12"3) payable to John Horne 
and Edmd. Godfrey Esqrs. at two and 
one penny is £St. 550"14"L- 


On 16th do. of Mr. Joshua Bodley four 
hundred and eighty Current Rupees 
(480"-"“) payable to Mr. Henry 
Jacques or Mrs. Susanna Bodley or 

order at 2s. Id. is £St. 50" . " 

O 

On do. of W. Fytche Esqr. five hundred 
and four Current Rupees, ten annas 
and three pice (504" 10 "3) payable to 
Messrs. Gosling and Bennet or order 
at two and one penny is £St. 52"11"4- 

On do. of Hon’ble Adam Dawson Esqr. 

Current Rupees one thousand four 
hundred and three, six annaes 
(1403"6"-). payable to Capt. John 
Blake or order at 2s. Id. is £St. 146" 3 " 8^ 


On do. of Mr. Robert Orme Current 
Rupees twelve thousand and seventy 
one, eight annaes (12071"8"-) payable 
to IPeter and Joseph Godfrey Esqrs. 
or order @ 2s. Id. is £St. 1257" 8" Hi 


On do. of Messrs. Fytche, Burrow and 
Orme account the estate of Capt. 
Wm. Jobson deceased Current Rupees 
two hundred and ninety four and six 
annaes (294" 6"“) payable to Messrs. 
John Pelly and John Woodbridge or 
order at two and one penny is 


£St. 30"13"3’ 


On do. of Mr. Robert ' Orme Current 
Rupees twelve thousand nine hundred 
and twenty eight, eight annaes 
(12,928"8"-) payable to Peter and 
Joseph Godfrey Esqrs. at 2s. Id. is £St. 1346 '14 4;- 

On 16th instant of Roger Drake Esqr. and 
Mr. John Zephahiah Holwell account 
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thread and that all possible care should be taken to remedy this 
complaint in future though it would be yery difficult, the 
cosseda work being given by the rufEagurs to women into whose' 
houses it is impossible to obtain admittance to inspect the same. 

55. The gentlemen at Dacca wrote us under date the 28th of 
May that the French had settled a numerous factory at that place- 
and were making a large investment of cloth which they appre- 
hended might occasion an advance in the prjce_of ^oods. They 
at that time forwarded theTist of puttun they had contracted for 
and earnestly requested us to send them a sufficient supply of 
money to pay for the remainder of the puttun and to provide 
ready money goods as well as to pay off part of Your Honours’ 
debts at interest at that factory, which request we promised to- 
comply with under date the 16th June whenever Your Honours’" 
ships arrived. 

56. The 2nd ultimo they wrote us that the delolls and picars- 
murmured greatly at their having received but half the amount 
of the puttun cloth and that a speedy and ample supply would, 
be the only means to hasten the coming in of their investment 
and under date the 16th following they enclosed us the invoice 
of goods dispatched from thence a few days before on Your- 
Honours’ account amounting to seventeen thousand, one hundred 
and forty three Current Rupees eight annaes (17143. 8.) which, 
arrived safe the 1st instant. 

57. The gentlemen at Jugdea under date the 2nd of March, 
advised us that the delolls’ reasons for not paying the annual ten 
thousand rupees (10,000) for the two foregoing years were that 
the smallness of Your Honours’ investment during that time 
afforded them scarce sufficient to defray the usual exactions of 
the Durbar and the bare maintenance of their numerous families. 
We took notice of these reasons the 13th following when we- 
directed them to use their best endeavours to procure that sum. 
due from them for those years and to be particularly careful in 
receiving the ten thousand rupees (10,000) for the present year 
and at the same time we forwarded the list of goods to be pro- 
vided there. 

58. The 24th March we received from Jugdea eighty (80> 
bundles and two tucktaes of cloth on Your Honours’ account and 
under date the 27th of that month they acknowledged the receipt 
of the list of investment and promised to use their best endea- 
vours to procure the payment of the arrears due from the delolls 
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On do. of Capt. Geo. Minchin account the 
estate of Major James Mosman 
deceased for CRs. 2153"13"6. 

95. The whole amount of sums for which we have granted 
■certificates is forty thousand and fifty eight Current Rupees, ten 
annas and nine pice (40,058-10-9) and the persons to whom they 
are granted were sworn that the amount is on account of the 

.above mentioned. 

Supplement. 

96. We come now to advise Your Honours that on the 29th 
ultimo Mr. Nathaniel Jacobs, whom we ordered down to Culpee 
to wait the arrival of your ships, being returned delivered us 
Your Honours’ packet per Lynn and informed us that she run 

-aground the day before about noon at Fulta, when we imme- 
diately sent down our Master Attendant with the sloops that 
were then up at town and Lieutenant Broadfoot with twenty 
-men to her assistance. 

97. The next day we ordered Mr. John Sisson to repair on 
'board the Lynn to make a strict search for all the private trade 
that belonged to the captain and his officers and as Capt. 
•Egerton brought his ship up higher than Rogues River without 
-our leave and contrary to our orders, we drew up a- protest 
against him and the other owners for all damages that Your 
Honours might sustain thereby and directed Mr. Sisson to 
deliver it to the captain in presence of witnesses, but the day 
following that gentleman returned and informed us that missing 
of the captain on his way down he went to his lodgings in town 
and delivered him the protest in presence of Mr. "Verelst, copy 
-whereof Your Honours will receive enclosed. 

98. It is with the utmost concern that we are to advise Your 
-Honours that the 31st ultimo the Master Attendant by letter 
informed us that the Lynn was infallibly lost but there was 
hopes of saving some of Your Honours’ goods out of her by the 

•assistance of boats and lascars, for the' sloops could not lay along- 
side her. 

99. Capt. Egerton being then arrived we asked him in what 
condition he left the ship and how this accident happened when 
he told us it was owing to a mistake in the man at the lead and 
the ships not waring clear of the shore, that when he came away 

. her head was under water and her hold full and that one of his 
.mates had since he left her informed him that she parted about 
two o’clock in the afternoon of the foregoing day, that some of 



24 AUGUST 1750 


42 I. 

62. They wrote us again under date the 4th ultimo that they 
vould use their utmost care to secure the payment of this year’s. 
:en thousand (10,000) rupees from the delolls but for the six 
housand (6000) rupees, the arrears of the last year,- further 
neans except violent ones would be to no purpose and those by 
mining the credit of the delolls would in all probability set 
natters in a worse slate than they were at that time, that they 
said when they entered into the contract Mr, Bellamy assured 
them the supplies sent thither would be always equal to what 
lie received himself and on this footing the contract was made, 
however they were of opinion from a much less supply than 
Mr. Bellamy received they should secure the fulfilling of the 
contract, that they were informed by the delolls that the fine 
cloth indented for by the gentlemen at Dacca could not be pro- 
vided as furnishing cloth above five rupees is against their con- 
tract and the Durbar watches all opportunities to oppress them. 

63. We transmitted to Mr. Kelsall at Bulramgurry Your 
Honours’ list of goods to be provided there under date the 13th 
of April and directed him strictly to adhere thereto which he 
promised to observe in a letter of the 1st of April if ready money 
goods were to be procured. 

Fourthly, of the trade of India and therein any transactions xoith 
the country Government. 

64. The gentlemen at Cossimbuzar in a letter dated the 4tb 
March advised us that the Nabob was encamped at Midnapore 
and a body of several thousand Morattoes had passed him and 
plundered the country as far as Rajamaul from whence they 
returned and were then within 12 or 15 coss of that place and 
under date the 9th following they wrote us that Meerabib with 
twelve thousand Morattoes was within two coss of Muxadavad 
and had a skirmish with Meer Jaffer’s forces in which they oblig- 
ed them to retreat nearer the city, that the two armies were 
then encamped near each other and the Morattoes were daily 
sending out parties to burn and plunder all around them. 

65. We wrote to the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar the 16th April 
to send us down from time to time a particular account of the 
situation of the countrey, the receipt of these orders were 
acknowledged by them the 24th following when they informed 
us the Morattoes had continued very near the city till within 
four days when Meer Jaffer marched out with about ten 
thousand men and had a skihnish with them near Montciirra in 
which several were killed, that the main body of the Morattoes 
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Your. Honours’ notice. He at the same time informed us that: 
when he left the wreck she filled very fast with sand, and that 
he was of opinion that nothing further could be done till after 
the springs when he intended to return. 

106. On the 9 th instant we received another letter from Mr, 
Irwin wherein acquainting us that the wreck was sunk so deep- 
in the sand that the river at low water was very near on a level 
with her main deck, we sent for our Master Attendant and asked 
him his opinion what could be done with her, to which he replied', 
that nothing could be done at that time but thought there ought 
to be a boat with a few people left there to observe what further 
measures might be taken the next neeps, and the captain being of' 
opinion that nothing further could be done, we agreed to recall 
Mr. Irwin as likewise the military excepting an ensign, sergeant,, 
corporal and ten men and directed Mr. Irwin to leave Mr. Alex- 
ander Burrell there with a proper number of divers, lascars and. 
boats to advise us from time to time of the situation of the wreck. 

107. The Master Attendant on the 13th instant sent in his 
report of the wreck which Your Honours will find is entered 
after that day’s Consultation, as likewise a letter which we- 
received from ,Mr. Burrell dated the 11th advising that the wreck 
was sunk six or seven feet more than the preceeding day. 

108. The 16th instant we received another letter from Mr. 
Burrell whereby finding no likelihood of saving any more goods- 
from ye wreck, we agreed to recall Mr. Burrell with the ensign 
and divers and directed a sergeant and four men to remain.- 
there to prevent plunder till the freshes were over, when we- 
assure Your Honours our best endeavours shall not be wanting 
-to see if any more goods can be saved. 

109. Having given Your Honours a full account of this un- 
fortunate accident we come now to acknowledge the receipt of 
your orders of the 12th January 1749 and to reply thereto. 

110. On the 29th ultimo we admitted Capt. John Holland to 
his seat at this Board and the day following his commission for 
a major was ordered to be drawn out in obedience to your 
orders, when the President thought proper to order a captain 
lieutenant’s commission to be drawn out for Lieutenant Robert 
Sauiiderson on the recommendation of the Major who desires- 
leave to return Your Honours thanks for this mark of your 
favour, as likewise to assure you that he will always endeavour- 
to support the character which Your Honours have received of- 
hlm and which we think he very justly merits. 
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in the godowns, as likewise the entry of ten thousand DMRs. 
(10.000) mentioned therein to be remaining in his hands, as like- 
wise to give the reasons for not bringing to account the annual 
ten thousand rupees (10,000) which the delolls by contract had 
agreed to pay Your Honours, to which by our permission he 
replyed in writing the 12th following and is entered after that 
day’s Consultation when we sent for Mr. Thomas Bellamy and 
asked him if he remembered that the sum of twenty five thous- 
and (25000) rupees was advanced the delolls in the year 1748 
by his consent, to which he replied it was so long since he did 
not recollect it. 

72. We then asked Mr. Blachford if he had any thing further 

to offer but he replying in the negative we ordered him to with- 
draw to take his answer under our consideration and came to the 
■following result: to demand of him the ballance of the ten 
thousand (10,000) rupees not then received as likewise to give 
security for the ballance of the eighteen thousand, one hundred 
and fifty three rupees and nine annaes DMRs. (18153" 9" .) 

•in the delolls’ hands that Your Honours might be no sufferers 
thereby, having forbid large sums to be advanced on dadney, 
with which resolution Mr. Blachford complied by immediaitely 
paying the ballance of the ten thousand (10,000) rupees into 
Your Honours’ cash and by giving in a satisfactory security bond 
the day following when we admitted him to his seat at this 
Board and his answer to the questions put to him stands referred 
to Your Honours as does his. letter entered after our Consulta- 
tion of the 22nd of March. 

73. The gentlemen at Jugdea in a letter dated the 20th May 
transmitted us their account current made up to the 30th April 
wherein observing that the eighteen thousand one hundred and 
fifty three Duss Massa Rupees nine annaes (18153 " 9 " . ) was 
brought to Your Honours’ credit we delivered up Mr. Blachford’s 
.security bond. 

74. As there were only four in Council at Dacca on the 10th 
March we appointed Mr. John Cooke of Council there and Mr. 
Nathaniel Jacobs to succeed him as Sub Secretary. 

75. Mr. Robert Orme on the 12th of March sent in a letter to 
the Board to request our permission to resign the post of Sub 
Accomptant on account of his indisposition and Mr. Peter 
Amyatt sent in a letter requesting he might be appointed to suc- 
ceed him, both which requests are entered after that day’s 
Consultation. 
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.-bound to the Coast that would carry it up and as we were in- 
• formed that rice bore so high a price as to yield the owners an 
. equal if not greater profit. 

116. On the 1st instant the Warehousekeeper reported to the 
Board that the treasure per Lynn was landed and that there was 
a deficiency of forty five rupees, which being demanded of Capt. 
Egerton he paid twenty five rupees thereof into Your Honours’ 

' treasury, which he told us fell out of one of the chests as they 
were putting it into the long boat, and as the chests were ex- 
treamly bad he desired that the difference twenty rupees might 
be referred home to be settled by Your Honours and his owners 
which we agreed to. 

117. We then took the disposal of this supply into considera- 
tion and agreed as follows: 


To .advance our merchants 

208,000 

Omichund 

100,000 

To send to Dacca 

64,000 

To send to Cossimbuzar 

56,000 

To send to Jugdea 

40,000 

To pay Puttichund Your Honours’ debt to 
him at Hughly being upwards of 

90,000 


and to supply the cash with the balance; 

118. Mr. Drake the Import Warehousekeeper informing us that 
all the bales which came up from the wreck were soaked through 
Vith water, we directed him to open them as likewise all others 
that appeared damaged, immediately on their arrival and dry the 
same. With this we acquainted Capt. Egerton on the 9th instaifi 
as likewise of our intentions to sell them at public outcry _ 
transmit the account sales to Your Honours to adjust with his 
owners, to which he replied we might dispose of them as we 
thought proper, upon which we agreed to sell them on Mon(my 
the 3rd September, the Warehousekeeper judging he will be able 
to dry them by that time, whereof public notice has been givm, 
and a particular account of the woolen goods etc. saved from the 
Lynn Your Honours will receive in this placket, distinguishing 
those sortments damaged from what has not received, any liur . 

119. Mr. Peter Amyatt is directed by us to translate ^ the 
phirmaunds and grants relating to Your Honours’ rights an 
priviledges which will be forwarded agreable to your direc 10 ns 
when translated and fairly copied. 
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at Cossimbuzar ever since the Compton was burnt of which ship 
he was surgeon, whereupon Messrs. Fytche, Cruttenden, Watts- 
and Burrow have entered some minutes as will appear to Your 
Honours by that day’s Consultation and Mr. Burrow’s letter on 
this affair is entered after our Consultation of that day for Your 
Honours’ notice. 

82. On the 27th April Ensign Edward Creed departed this life 
of a fever as did Ensign William Matthews on the 30th following' 
when the President ordered an ensign’s commission to be drawn 
out for Mr. Thomas Fenwick Junior. 

83. Mrs. Millecent Sewell, relict of Lieutenant Thomas Sewell, 
petitioned us on the 28th May to allow her subsistence money 
when we agreed to give her twenty five rupees per month. 

4 

84. On the 24th June Mr. Samuel Rooper requested our per- 
mission to resign his post of Jemindar on account of his indis- 
position which we permitted him and ordered Mr. William Watts- 
to receive the charge thereof and to deliver over the stores to 
Mr. Thomas Burrow. 

85. On the 13th Instant Mr. Samuel Rooper requested our per- 
mission to resign Your Honours’ service in order to return to 
England. He accordingly takes his passage on this ship and the 
usual ninety six rupees will be received here of his attorneys. 

86. Mr. Rooper’s laying down the service occasioned a vacancy 
at this Board but as Your Honours wrote us that Mr. Charles- 
Manningham had taken his passage on one of the daily expected 
ships we agreed to wait his arrival to fill up tlie same. 

87. The same day Mr. Thos. Feake requested our leave to go 
to Chittagong for the recovery of his health to which we gave 
our consent and appointed Mr. Amyatt Accomptant during his- 
absence. 

Seventhly, touching accompts. 

88. The Accomptant on the 22nd of March laid before us the 
merchants’ accounts ballanced to the 30th April last when we 
•called in the merchants and directed them to sign the same but 
Luckicund and Raddabubseat having delivered in a greater 
quantity of gurrahs than they had contracted for and Bindabund 
and Gopenai..t Seats of the same family and house having de- 
livered in short of their contracts, the two former desired that 
the overplus might be transferred to the accoimts of the latter,, 
which we agreeing to, they with the other merchants signed their 
accounts. 
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126. We have directed our Secretary to endeavour to find out 
the person to whom the stitched counterpane which was sent 
home in the packet per Bombay Castle belonged in order to re- 
primand him as likewise to take all the care in his power to pre- 
vent the like practices in future. 

127. Mr. William Fytche Export Warehousekeeper on the 
I3th acquainting the Board that a parcel of seerhand connaes 
was offered to be prized in the cottah for the Lapwing at so 
considerable a cheaper rate than those sent Your Honours last 
year that he recommended them to be accepted of, as Your 
Honours had particularly ordered us to send you the fine sort- 
ments of goods and it was likely we should fall short in the 
Lapwing’s tonage as some of the goods to be prized, especially 
the dooreas, were extremely bad, we accordingly ordered them 
to be opened for our inspection and having prized them we send 
Your Honours three bales thereof on this ship as likewise a bale 
of the best superfine humhums containing thirty six pieces. 

128. Capt. Laurence Withrington having discharged his bond 
to Your Honours for £St. 50, the same was delivered him up 
in Council the 16th instant and account current London has 
credit for the amount. 

129. The President informed us on the 20th instant that Mr. 
Edward Eyles wrote him that Hookumbeg expected Bully 
Cotmah should appear at Muxadavad to answer to a complaint 
against him and as he was a wealthy man no small sum would 
satisfie the Naboo and as Mr. Eyles was of opinion that this affair 
might prove very troublesome and might occasion a stoppage to 
Your Honours’ business, we sent for Bully Cotmah and acquaint- 
ed him therewith and asked, him how he proposed to clear up 
this affair and whether he intended to send up a vacqueel to 
Muxadavad, to which he replied that he could not send up a 
vacqueel and hoped that we would accommodate this affair, it 
being a trivial complaint. 

130. On 19th instant Mr. Nathaniel Jacobs departed this life 
of a fever and Mr. John Negus who writes a good hand and is 
very industrious is appointed Sub Secretary in his room. 

131. In the box of books Your Honours will receive a general 
return of the military here .and at the subordinates mentioning 
all casualties that have happened since the 15th of January last 
to thie, 1st instant with an abstract of their pay annexed thereto, 
as likewise the separate rolls of each company containing the 
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•On do of Mr. Peter Amyatt on his own 
account eight hundred and eighty 
eight rupees, fourteen annaes arid 
three pice (888-14-3) payable to Mr. 

Geo. Shef-wood or order at two and 

three pence is £St. 100" . " 

On do of Mr. Jonathan Ranson on his own 
account thirty three thousand three 
hundred and thirty three Current 
Rupees, ten annaes and three pice 
(33,333. 10. 3) payable to Wm. Davis 
and Thos. Hill Esqrs. or order at 
2s. 3d. £St. 3750" " 

* On the 13th of August of Messrs. Robert 
Orme and Peter Amyatt on account 
of Sami. Rooper Esqr. eight hxmdred 
and eighty eight Current Rupees, 
fourteen annaes and three pice 
(888. 14. 3) payable to Mr. John 
Zephaniah Holwell or order at two 
shillings and three pence £St. 100" . " 

On 16th August of Mr. Richard Court 
account of Mr. Wm. Wogan three 
hundred and fifty five rupees, eight 
annaes and nine pice (355"8"9) pay- 
able to Mr. William Wogan or order 
at two and three pence is £St. 40" . " 

On do. of Capt. George Minchin on his 
own account Current Rupees three 
hundred and ninety four, fourteen 
annaes and six pice (394. 14. 6) pay- 
able to Messrs. Arthur Colly and 
John Barton or order at 2s. 3d. £St. 33 " 8 ' 

On do. of Capt. Thomas Fenwick on 
his own account five hundred and 
thirty three Current Rupees, five 
annaes and three pice (533. 5. 3) pay- 
able to Mr. John Zephaniah Holwell 
or order at two shillings and three 
pence is £St. 60" . " 

On do. of Mr. Robert Orme on his own 
account Current Rupees two thousana 
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whereof he intends to return if he does not meet with loss of 
anchors in this river. He also advises therein that he will not. 
be able to take all the bales sent him by nine or ten, upon which, 
we called upon Mr. Burrow the Storekeeper who informs us that 
he has received those two anchors of 15 cwt. and given the 
ship credit for them in account and we have directed Mr. Irwin 
to give Capt. Cheyne a discharge for the other anchor in case he 
should rettum it, as likewise to endorse off his bills of lading what 
bales he cannot take on board. 

Some of our merchants have delivered in a proposal for con- 
tracting for a certain quantity of woolen goods,, copper and lead 
to be imported here for six years certain, copy whereof Your 
Honours will receive in this packet. 

A. Dawson /Wm. Fytche/Jno. Hollond/Roger Drake- 

Junr./E. H. Cruttenden/ James Blachford/Wm. 

Watts /Thos. Burrow. 

Port William 
August 24th 1750. 

(Ref. Copies of records obtained from India Office, VoL 16,. 
1749-51, pp. 92-144.) 

, (Paragraphs 59, 64, 116, 126 published in Long’s Selections 
from Unpublished Records 1748-67, pp. 23-24. 

Paragraphs 70 and 120 published in Wilson’s Old Fort William,. 
W. I, pp. 229-30.) 


15 

LETTER DATED 30 DECEMBER 1750 

Safe arrival of ships — failure of supplies due to French compe- 
tition and the Maratha inroads — supply of saltpetre to Fort St^ 
George — ^bills of exchange drawn on the Company. 

T O the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the 
Hon’ble the United Company of Merchants of England 
trading to the East Indies; r 
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On 19th do. of Mr. Wm. Fullerton on his 
own account Current Rupees four 
hundred and fifty payable to Messrs. 

Gosling and Bennet or order at two 

and three pence is £St. 50"12"4 

On 20th do. of Mr. James Irwin on his 
own account Current Rupees four 
hundred and forty four, seven annaes 
(444"7" — ) payable to Mr. Peter Taylor 
or order at two shillings and three 
pence is £St. 50" . " . 

On the 20th instant of Edward Holden 
Cruttenden Esqr. on his own account 
Current Rupees seven thousand one 
hundred and eleven, one annae and 
nine pice (7,111"1"9) payable to Mr. 

Robert Cliff or order at two and three 

pence is £St. 800" . " 

91. The whole amount of sums for which we have granted 
'^bills of exchange at two shillings and three pence each rupee 
is one hundred and forty two thousand seven hundred and 
-eighty five Current Rupees, seven annaes and six pice 
(142,785"7"6) or sixteen thousand and sixty four pounds, nineteen 
:shillings and four pence (£St. 16,064"19"4). 

92. We have likewise granted the following bills at two 
shillings and one penny each rupee to the following persons on 
account as follows viz., 

On 6th instant of Mrs. Johanna Pritchard 
two hundred and eighteen Current 
Rupees (218" . " .) payable to 

William Davis Esqr. or order at two . 
and one penny £St. 22"14"2 

On do. of Mr. Robert Orme four thousand 
seven hundred and eighty eight 
rupees, thirteen annaes and six pice 
payable to Mr. Archibald Sterling or 
order at 2s. Id. is £St. 498" 16"9 

On 13th do. of Mr. George Gray twelve 
hundred Current Rupees (1200"-"-) 
payable to Messrs. Gosling and Bennet 
or their order at 2s. Id. is £St. 125" . " 
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Mr. Wake and his Council at Bombay that we are apprehensive 
from the foregoing reasons we shall be necessitated to return 
the Warren to their Presidency, but if neither the Britannia or 
Warren arrive in time to be dispatched home to Your Honours, 
:in that case we shall return the Benjamin, otherwise we pro- 
pose dispatching her to Fort St. Davids with rice. 

7. As we propose fully answering Your Honours’ commands 
.received this season under the established heads by the ships 
that will be dispatched directly from hence and therein trans- 
mitting Your Honours the necessary advices of your affairs 
under our management, we shall in this address , only acquaint 
Your Honours with what relates to the ships Severn and Norfolk 
now under dispatch to fill up at Fort St. David. 

8. Your Honours will receive herewith Capt. Dorill’s bond 
for three thousand (3000) Bombay Rupees which sum was 
advanced him at that Presidency for the use and expences of 
the Severn, as likewise all other necessary papers relating to that 
ship agreable to the list of the packet. 

9. On Capt. Dorrill’s arrival here we demanded the amount 
of the short delivery of rice at Bombay as advised of by the 
President and Council there which he paid, being three hxmdred 
and fifty nine (359) Bombay Rupees. 

10. The gentlemen at Port St. David having indented for five 
thousand (5000) bags of saltpetre whereof three thousand only 
were sent by the August ships, we have laden on board the 
Severn two thousand (2000) bags to compleat their indent. 

11. By the Norfolk the gentlemen at Madeira consigned to 
us one hundred and fifty (150) pipes of wine the report whereof 
with the account sales and account current Your Honours will 
receive in the packet by her with all other papers necessary to 
be transmitted by her. 

12. We are now to advise Your Honours what sums we have 
•granted bills of exchange for, payable ninety days after sight 
as usual and first of those at two shillings and three pence, the 
persons to whom they were granted having been sworn the 
•amount is on the following accounts. 

On 20th December of Messrs. Fytche and 
Burrow on account of the Hon’ble 
Wm. Wake Esqr. eighty eight thou- 
sand eight hundred .and eiglity eight 
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the estate of Edwd. Frederick Reade 
and Mary Renn Current Rupees 
fifteen thousand one hundred and 
twenty nine, seven annas and six pice 
(15,129"7"6) payable to Capt. Jordan 
Renn or order at 2s. Id. is £St. 1575"I9"8' 

On 20th instant of Mr. James Ross Current 
Rupees five hundred and ten and two 
annaes payable to Alexr. Hume Esqr. 
or order at 2s. Id. is £St. 53"2"9.. 

On do. of Mrs. Alice Forster Current 
Rupees ten thousand nine hundred 
and forty five and six pice payable to 
Mr. Hitche Young or order at 2s. Id. 
is ' £St. 1140"r8.. 


93. The whole amount of sums for which we have granted 
bills of exchange at two shillings and one penny is sixty five 
thousand seven hundred and thirty nine rupees, ten annaes - 
(65,739"10-) or six thousand eight hundred and fifty pounds and 
seven pence (£St. 6,850"-"7). 


94. We have granted three certificates of one tenour and date 
for the following sums, one of which being accomplished the- 
other two to become void and the persons have been duly sworn 
that the money is on the following accounts viz.. 


On 6 th instant of Mr. James Ross on ac- 
count of Captain Nathaniel Cush for 

On 9th do. of Mr. George Gray on account 
of Capt, Henry Broadley for 

On 16th do. of Mr. James Irwin account 
Captain Francis Cheyne 

On do. of Messrs. Fytche, Burrow and 
Orme account the estate of John 
Jackson Esqr. deceased for 

On do. of Mr. Robert Orme account Capt. 
Thomas Stevens for 

On do. of Messrs. Fytche, Burrow and 
Orme account Capt. Matthew Court 
for 

On do. of Mr. Robert Orme account Capt. 
William Earl Benson for 


CRs. 6000"-"-. 
CRs. 115"8"9' 
CRs. 3918"14"6.. 

CRs. 23600"-"- 
CRs. 207"6"- 

CRs. 3899"12"' 

V 

CRs. 163"4"' 
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(7011 . 10 . 6) payable to Samuel 
Rcoper Esq. or order at two and three 
pence is £St. 78S " 16 " o 

On do, of Roger Drake Esqr. Junior 
account Llr. Paul Richard Pearkcs 
tv,-o hundred and sixty six rupees, 
ten annacs and nine pice (266 " 10 " 9) 
payable to T.Ir, Percival Bentley or 
order at two and three pence £St. 30" " 

On do. of Cliarics Manningham Esqr. 
account of Stringer Lawrence Esqr. 
nine thousand five hundred and ninety 
four rupees, one annnc (9594 " 1 " -) 
payable to Mr, John Twync or order 
at two and three pence is £St. 1079 " 6 " 7 


On do. of Charles Manningham Esqr. on 
hi.s own account eighteen thousand 
seven hundred and ninety three 
rupees, eight annacs (18,793 " 8 " -) 
paya’nle to Richard Barwell Esqr. or 
onier at two and three pence is £St. 2114 " 5 " 4 


On CIO. of V,'m. Fytehe Esqr. account 
Richard Prince Eiqr. sixty four thou- 
.’•'ind reven hundred and thirty three 
nip-:.-', . five .annacs (C4.733 " 5 "-) pay- 
rro!-' to Ric'nr.rd Bonyon 3£sqr. or order 
at t’.vo and three pence iv, 


JcSl. 7282" 9" 11 
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'Your Honours’ bales were saved and he was of opinion many 
.more might, by the assistance of boats and men with whom he 
was ready to return to give all the assistance in his power. 

100. Upon this we sent down Mr. James Irwin to use his 
utmost endeavours to save all Your Honours’ goods he possibly 
■could and to send us all advices he found necessary on his arrival, 
as well as by the boats from time to time on which he returned 
the goods saved which we directed him to dispatch to us without 
Joss of time, and in order to give him all the assistance in our 
power we sent under his direction all the divers with sixty 
lascars and what boats were deemed necessary on this occasion 
.exclusive of ten which the President dispatched the night before 
immediately on receipt of the Master Attendant’s letter. 

101. We likewise ordered Capt.' Thomas Fenwicke with an 
, -ensign and twenty men to reinforce the party before sent in 

order to prevent plunder and give all the assistance in their 
power. 

102. William Craigs the pilot who had the charge of the Lynn 
-being arrived, we called on him on the 4th instant to inform us 
how this accident happened. He told us that the wind being 
WSW he bore away to round the point at Fulta but the man 
at the lead mistaking about four fathom water and the ship not 
waring she ran ashore on the sand, that she floated the next day 
and was certain he could have got her clear had his orders been 
obeyed but confusion of the seamen was the occasion of their 

..disobedience. 

103. We then asked him how he came to bring her up higher 
than Culpee, to which he replied he had no orders to the contrary 
and produced to the Board those which he received from the 
Master Attendant, copy whereof is enclosed as likewise of our 
letter to the commanders of Your Honours’ ships on their arrival 
in Ballasore Road. 

104. Your Honours will find entered after our Consultation 
•of the 6th instant two letters that we received from Mr. Irwin 
advising of what goods were saved at that time and setting forth 
that the divers would not work any more without a gratuity 
of two hundred rupees on account of one of the people who was 
lost in the wreck, when we sent him immediate orders to pay 
'that sum and give them all necessary encouragement. 

105. Capt. Egerton being then returned from the . wreck 
-delivered in his reasons for bringing the Lynn up above Culpee 
which are likewise entered after that day’s Consultation for 
125 Dir. of Arch. 
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On 28th do. of Mr. James Barton ac- 
count Mr. Thomas Lane two thousand 
three hxmdred and sixty rupees 
(2360 payable to the Hon’ble , 

Mrs. Howard or order at two and 

three pence is ^ 7 )t 265 10 "■ 

On do. of Capt. Thomas Fenwick on his 
own account eight hundred and eighty 
eight rupees, fourteen annaes and 
three pice (888" 14" 3) payable to 
Chs. Raymond Esqr. or order at two 
and three pence is .£Stl 100 " 

On 20th Deer, of William Watts Esqr. 
on his own account seven hundred 
and seventy one rupees, seven annaes 
(771 "7"-) payable to William Bar-, 
well Esqr. or order at two and three 
pence is £St. 86 15 8' 

13. The whole amount of bills of exchange at two shillings- 
and three pence is two hundred and forty nine thousand eight 
hundred and fifteen rupees, ten annaes and six pice (249815"10"6)' 
or twenty eight thousand one hundred and four, pounds; four 
shillings and ten pence (28,104"4 "10). 

14. We have likewise granted the following • bills at two- 
shillings and one penny to the undermentioned persons: 

On the 24th of December of Mrs. Ann 
Peirce four hundred and eighty 
rupees (480" ") payable to Messrs. 

Gosling and Bennet or order at two 

and one penny is £St. 50" - 

On do. of Mr. William Nixon account the 
estate of Mr. Samuel Manship deceas- 
ed three hundred and ten rupees, 
fifteen annaes (310 " 15 -) payable 
to Mr. John Manship or order at two 
and one penny is £St. 32 7 9' 

On do. of Roger Drake Esqr. Junior ac- 
count Mr. Daniel Lascelles two thou- 
sand eight hundred and eighty 
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111. Major Holland, on perusal of Your Honours’ commands 
of the 27th January 1748 wherein you - particularly mention the 
several appointments of your Council here, being of opinion that 
they answer the question started by Major Mosman the 3rd of 
March 1748/9 viz., whether he should sit at this Board as second 
or not during the absence of Mr. Eyles, the Chief of Cossimbuzar 
(at which time the Board was of opinion the Major should sit 
as third), but on Major Holland’s request the President asked our 
several opinions hereon, which are entered at large in our Con- 
sultation of the 30th July for Your Honours’ notice, when the 
majority being of opinion that he should take his seat as third 
till Your Honours clear up this point he took it accordingly. 

112. Such paragraphs of your above mentioned orders as 
related to the several subordinates have been copied out and 
sent thither with the lists of goods to be provided at each factory 
to which we have enjoined your seiwants there to pay a due 
obedience. 

113. Your Honours having directed us to provide twenty 
thousand (20,000) bags of saltpetre for the ensuing year and in 
case wo could get it cheap thirty thousand (30,000) bags, as well 
to enable us to dispatch Your Honours’ ships from hence as to 
assist your servants on the Choromandel and Malabar coasts to 
do the like, we directed our merchants to give in the proposals 
for contracting for that quantity and as the gentlemen at Fort 
St. Davids had last year indented for four thousand five hundred 
(4,500) bags o'f that article more than we sent them we gave 
publick notice to the owners of the country ships which were 
bound thither to give in their proposals for freighting the same 
as we had no tonnage of Your Honours to send to the Coast. 

114. The 1st instant our merchants attended the Board when 
Omichund laid before us different musters of Preanea petre 
doubly refined as well as treble; for the former sortment he ask- 
ed five rupees four annaes per maund, for the latter six rupees 
eight annas and promised to bring in a muster of Patna petre. 
We then asked the other merchants why they did not biing in 
musters to which they replied they had not any by them and 
we have deferred contracting with Omichund till we learn 
whether any can be purchased at Hughly or elsewhere. 

115. The owners of the Dragon, the Louisa and Boneta ketch 
delivered in their proposals for freighting each one thousand 
(1,000) bags of saltpetre at two Arcot Rupees twelve annaes per 
bagg which we accepted of, as there [were] no other vessels 
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On 27th of do. of the Hon’ble Adam 
Dawson Esqr. two thousand four 
hundred rupees (2400. — .) payable to . 

Mr. Thoms Cooke or order at two and 

one penny is £St. -250 " " 

On 28th do. of Mr. James Barton eight 
hundred and eighteen rupees, four 
annaes (818.4. -) payable to Mr. Henry 
Crabb Boulton or order at two- and 
one penny is £St. 85 4 8 

On 30th do. of Mr. Wm. McGwire account 
Mr. William McAdam five, hundred 
and seventy six rupees (576.-.-) pay- 
able to Mr. Wm. Ferguson or order 
at two and one penny is £St. 60 " " 

15. The whole amount of bills of exchange at two shillings 
and one penny is forty thousand nine hrmdred and sixty eight 
rrupees, eight annaes and six pice (40,968"8"6) or four thousand 
two hundred and sixty seven pounds, eleven shillings and one 
jjenny (4,267" 11" 1). 

16. We have granted three certificates of one tenour and date 
.for the following sums, one whereof being accomplished the 

■)ther two to become void and the persons were’ first sworn that 
the money is on the following accounts; 

On 20th Deer, of Thomas Burrow Esqr. 
account the estate of Mr. George 
Lethieullier, third mate of the London, 
deceased CRs. 2036. 10. 6. 

On 27th December of Messrs. Pytche, 

Burrow and Orme account the estate 

of John Jackson Esqr.,' deceased CRs. 6105. 5. 9. 

On 27th December of Messrs. Fytche and 
Burrow account the estate of Mr. 

Charles Dennett, deceased CRs. 5513. 4. 6 

On 30th December of Capt. Richard Dor- 

rill account himself CRs. 45323. 3. 3. 

17. The whole amount of certificates granted is fifty eight 
thousand nine hundred and seventy eight rupees and eight annaes 
-<58,978" 8" -). 
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120. Mr. Benjamin Robins whom Your Honours have been 
pleased to appoint Engineer General of all your settlements in 
India is not yet arrived; when he does we shall duely regard Your 
Honours’ directions in the seperate letter of the 8th December 
1749. as likewise to consider of and point out some method for 
reimbursing Your Honours part of the expence of the works in- 
tended to be thrown up. 

121. In obedience to the 53rd paragraph of Your Honours’ 
orders for appointing a capable person, in the room of our Secre- 
tary. Register of the Dusticks and esteeming Mr. George Pattle 
such, we appointed him and as our Secretary was hereby depriv- 
ed of the most beneficial persiquite (sic) of his post which re- 
quires a constant attendance and great application and Mr. 
McGwire having always behaved in his office to our satisfaction, 
we augmented his gratuity from five hundred rupees per annum 
to one thousand and beg leave to recommend to Your Honours’ 
consideration to grant the Secretary an allowance equivalent to 
the trouble of his post, as therein he cannot apply himself to his 
own private aHairs without neglecting Your Honours’ business. * 

122. We then directed our merchants when they were in want 
of dusticks to apply to the Board in writing and on a fiu-ther ex- 
planation of Your Honours’ orders about them, at their request 
we ordered a translate thereof to be delivered them, as likewise 
the Secretary to acquaint all Your Honours’ covenanted servants, 
with your orders on this head. 

123. We have transmitted such paragraphs of Your Honours’ 
orders to the Mayor’s Court as related to them, as likewise copy 
of Mr. Browne’s letter mentioned in the 65th paragraph of your 
abovementioned orders. 

124. On the 6th instant our Export Warehousekeeper deliver- 
ed in the list of goods ordered to be provided here, which being 
compared with the old list we found there were several new 
sortments of goods as likewise an overplus of goods ordered, 
wherewith we acquainted our merchants and asked them to pro- 
vide the same, to which they replied that it was too late in the 
season but they would bring in a few pieces of each sortment 
of those ordered on new musters. 

125. We then acquainted our merchants with Your Honours’ 
orders for dispatching two of your ships with fine goods in time 
for them to arrive in England in the month of June and directed 
them to hasten their goods in with the utmost expedition, in com- 
pliance with which they promised to use their utmost endeavours. 
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fot the coast of Cormandell from Ingellie the 2nd instant at 
which tiifie- she dre^;^^ 19 feCt water on- an even. keeL 

2. This waits on Your Honours per. Norfoik, Captain Hancock, 
and serves to advise that there- was a deficiency in the treasure 
he brought down from Fort St. Davids of fifty three Arcot 
Rupees which at his request is referred to the G'ovemour and 
Gouncir there to whom we have* forwarded his bill of lading. 

3. Mr. William Roberts, purser of the Lynn, who takes his 
passage to Europe on this ship requested us to deliver up the 
bills of lading of the ship Lynn which we refused complying 
with and now enclose the same to Your Honours together with 
the account;, of goods saved from: that ship- and account sales 
thereof. 

4. The Storekeeper acquainting us that there was a short 
delivery of thirty deals and six eufSrs' by this' ship which Capt. 
Hancock informed him were on board and that he would either 
deliver them, to, the gentleman who dispatches her or pay him 
the value thereof, being thirty eight Current Rupees twelve 
annaes and six pice (38. 12,. 6), for this purpose we have delivered 
the bill' of lading to Mr. Blachford to return the captain when 
this short delivery is accounted for by him. 

5. Agreable to the military regulations transmitted us by 
Your Honours we held a Council the 26th ultimo on the pro- 
ceedings of a court of enquiry into the conduct of. Capt. David 
Clayton on the accusation of Lieutenant Hamilton and others 
for not making proper delivery of arrack, candles etc., to the 
detachment under his command from hence to Cossimbuzar the 
11th of October last which Consultation and proceedings goes in 
this packet. 

6. We are' now to advise Your Honours of what sums we have 
granted bills of exchange for, payable ninety days after sight as 
usual and first of those at two shillings and three pence, the 
persons to whom they were granted having been sworn that 
the amount is on the following accounts: 

. ,On 3rd January of Mr. Richard .Court ac- , 
count Mr. Wm. Wogan five hundred, 
and thirty three rupees, five annaes 
and three pice (533" 5 3) payable 
to Mr.. Wm. Wogan or order at two 
and three pence Is 


£St. 66 


if 
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men’s age, size, religion, countrey, when entertained and time 
contracted for to serve Your Honours. 

132. In obedience to the 17th paragraph of Your Honours’ 
orders per Lapwing we herewith transmit a list of yotir covenant- 
■ cd sciwants from the Governour to the writer distinguishing the 
annual salary, allowance for diet, palankeen, servants etc., as 
likewise all allowances annexed by way of gi’atuity to each parti- 
cular post. 

133. Enclosed in this packet we transmit Your Honours our 
running cash and troasurjf accounts for this month as lilcewise 
the open account current of this Presidency drawn out agreable 
to your orders in the 21st paragraph of Your Honours’ commands 
per Lapwing. 

134. Since writing thus far we have granted Capt. William 
Egerton three certificates .of one tenour and date for thirteen 
thousand one hundred and fourteen Current Rupees eight annaes 
(13,n4"8"-) that amount being accounted for here by him. Capt. 
Egerton rctum.s to Europe on Uiis ship. 

133. Wc have laden on this ship sundry goods and merchan- 
dize amounting as per invoice and bill of lading enclosed to six 
hundred and fourteen thousand Current Rupees (614000), which 
goes consigned to Your Honours. 

136. Mr. James Irwin who dispatches this ship will send 
Your Honours an account of her draught of water and what other 
advices ho finds necessary from below. 

137. Wo wish her a safe and speedy passage to Your Honours, 
..and are with the greatest respect. 

May it please Your Honours 

Your faithful and most 
obedient humble servants 

A. Dawson/Wm. Fytche/Jno. Hollond/Roger Drake 

Junr./E. H. Cruttenden/ James Blachford/Wm. 

Watts/Thos. Burrow. 

Fort William, 

August 23rd, 1750. 

P. S. Since closing the above we received a letter from 
Cheyne advising that the Storekeeper has not given credit — *-= 
-.ship’s account for two anchors of 15 cwt. each which he 
behind him, as likewise that she is charged for three a::ch— cis 
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seventy nine rupees, ten annaes and 
six pice (i2,579 . 10 . 6) payable to 
Messrs. Samuel, and GodolphinRooper 
or order at two and three pence is £St. 1415 " 4 " 3 

' On do; of Major John Hollond on his owii 
account one thousand five hundred 
and thirty six . rupees, ten • annaes 
(1536 " 10." -) payable to Mr. Edward 
Fowke or order at two shillings and 
three pence is £St. 172 " 17 " 5 

On do. of Wm. Ffytche Esqr. on his own 
account nine hundred and sixty four 
rupees, one annae and three pice pay- 
able to Messrs. Gosling and Benfiet or 
order at two shillings and three 
pence is £St. 

'On do. of Mr. Charles Hampton on his 
own account one hundred and seventy 
three rupees, five anrias and three pice 
(173 " 5 " 3) payable to Wm. Davis 
Esqr. or order at 2s. 3d. is £St, 19 " 10 " - 

On 10th Jany. of Mr. Hollond .Goddard 
account coral two thousand six hund- 
' red and ten rupees, two annaes. and ; 
nine pice (2,610 " 2 " 9) payable to 
Mr. Joseph Salvadore or order at 
two shillings and three pence is £St. 293 " 12 " 10 

7. The whole amormt of bills of exchange at two shillings and 
three pence is twenty - seven thousand, six hundred and twelve 
rupees, four annaes and’ Six picei' (27,612 " 4 7 6). or th.ree thousand 
•one hundred and six pounds, seven shillings and six pence 
(3,106"7"6). 

8. We have likewise granted the following bills at two 
shillings and one penny to the undermentioned persons: 

■ ' On 10th Jany. of Mr. Robert Orme four 
thousand eight hundred rupees 
(4,800 " - " -) payable to Mrs. 

Margaret Adams or order at two 

shillings and one penny is £St. 500 " " 


108 " 9 " 2 
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30 DECEMBER 1750 

May it please Your Honours 

1. Our last address to Yotu: Honours under date the 23rd of 
August was forwarded by the Lapwing duplicate whereof is 
enclosed. 

2. We have now the pleasure to acquaint Your Honours of 
the safe arrival of the following of your ships: 

The Kent Capt. Robson on the 6th of October 

The London .Capt. Sedgwick on the 7th of do. 

The Benjamin.... Capt. Meard on the same day and 
The Norfolk Capt. Hancock on the 25th of November.. 

3. On the 17th of September the Walpole returned to this, 
place from Bombay having lost her passage to Judda and the 
Severn, Capt Dorill, on the 24th of that month. 

4. By advices from the Governour and Council at Bombay 
we are informed that they intend sending the Warren to this, 
place with a cargoe of cotton and that they will return the 
Britannia to us with a like cargoe as soon as she arrived from- 
Surat at which place she imported the 7th of September. 

5. As the tonage-when those ships arrive will be much more 
than we shall be able to fill up, our merchants having informed 
us they will fall greatly short of their contracts this season and 
be unable to deliver in, with the goods already prized, above three 
thousand (3000) bales but assured us they would not bring in less 
than two thousand five hundred (2,500), this deficiency in their- 
contract is owing as they alledge to the Morattoes entering the 
province before we had it in our power to advance them any 
money and to the French who having received early supplies- 
gave out money to their merchants which has been greatly 
detrimental to them at the aurungs where the goods are provided, 
and as the gentlemen at Fort St. David advised us they will have -, 
about two thousand (2000) bales ready in January, we have- 
come to the following resolution in stationing Your Honours’ 
ships. 

6. The Walpole directly from hence to Europe, and the Bri- 
tannia in case of her arrival in time, the Severn and Norfolk, 
to fill up at Fort St. Davids, the London we have let out on 
freight for Judda and have given publick notice of our intention 
to send the Kent to Surat by the middle of January with a gruff 
cargoe on Your Honoxirs’ account and that we shall not receive 

any freight after the expiration of that time and have advised. 
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14. We shall omit -adding any further at present than tb assure 
Your Honours of our Constant fidelity and that wishing this ship 
a prosperous and speedy voyage , we are with the utmost respect. 

May it please Your Honours 

Your most faithful and most 
obedient humble servants 

A. Dawson /Wm. Ffytche/ Jno. Hollond/Roger Drake 
Junior/E. H. Cruttenden/James Blachford/Wm. 
Watts/Thos. Burrow/Chas. Manningham. • 

Fort William, 

January 12th, 1750-51. 

. .f(‘Hef: Copies of records obtained from India. Office. Letteriro 
Gouift d749'/51, Vol: 16, pp. 156-162.-) 
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LETIER DATED 4 FEBRUARY 1750/1 

^Slnp’piiig "•details — cases of pilots George Portman and 
\Williain Craigs ‘dnd -th^sir •dismissal— -ineasures adopted for 
checking private trade — l,iquidai!ion of a part of the debt due to 
•Jagdt •Seth — "llHaratha incursions the cause of infetH,or quality 
of silk goods provided. 

To the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs -of, the 

Hon’ble the United Company of Merchants of England trading 
to the East Indies. 

• ■ May it iplease Your Honoiirs 

1. By your own ship Lapwing we addressed Your JJonours 
‘under date the ;23rd -of August as per triplicate thereof -en- 
closed, also triplicate of our address per Severn under -date the 
30th of December and duplicate of our advices tper -Norfolk 
‘bearing date the I2th liltimo. 

; 2 ':'''We -Ml nW .'proceed 'in ^he 'usual -form and imder'.fhe 
^efe'i^blished'heiads % give Your ■fionput's a fui^her 'and distinct 
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rupees, fourteen annaes and three pice 
(88,888"14"3) payable to Joseph 
Godfrey Esqr. or order at two and 
three pence is £St. 10,000"-"- 

'On 20th of December of Messrs. Fytche 
and Burrow account Mr. Nicholas 
Clerimbault two thousand rupees 
(2000) payable to Mr. Anthony 
Clerimbault or order at two and three 
pence is £St. 225"-"- 

‘On the 20th do. of Messrs. Fytche and 
Burrow on their own account for 
coral nine thousand seven hundred 
and fifty one rupees, seven annas 
(9751"7 " — ) payable to Christopher 
Burrow Esqr. and Joseph Solomons 
or order at two and three pence is £St. 1097 " - 8 

■On do. of Mr. Wm. Nixon account 
Mr. Matthew Collett one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy seven 
rupees, twelve annaes and six pice 
(1777 " 12 " 6) payable to Mr. John 
Collett or order at two and three 
pence is £St. 200 " " 

On do. of Mr. Wm. Nixon account Mr. 

John Jenks one thousand and 
seventy two rupees (1072 " ") pay- 
able to Mr. David Jenks or order at 
two and three pence is £St. 120" 12"- 

On do. of Mr. Robert Orme in full returns 
of a chest of beads L. S. No. 20 seven 
■thousand seven hundred and twenty 
nine rupees, four annaes (7729 " 4 " -) 
payable to Mr. Natab Levi Sonsino or 
■order at two and three pence is £St. 869"-10"-10 

On 24th of Deer, of Messrs. Orme and . 

Amyatt account Samuel Rooper 
Esqr. seven thousand and eleven 

^ . rupees, ten annaes and six pjee 



456 


I/ETTEB TO COUET 


‘i, . 8. ;The. Master Attendant sent in a report of Your Honoure* 
sloop the Mermaid wherein he set forth the necessity of shea- 
thing her as the worm had taken hold of her bottom, and in 
order to streng[t]hen her upper works he thought it necessary 
to have more hanging knees put into her, which we on the 
17th Sept, ordered him to comply with.- 

, 9. The same .day he delivered in his report of two of Your 
.Honours’ pilots’ George Portman and Wm. Craigs, wherein 
giving it as his opinion that the former could be of no service 
to Your Honours , in the capacity of a pilot, we immediately 
ordered him to be dismissed and that the latter, being as he 
actually thought in fault in losing the Lynn, was thereb 3 ’^ in- 
capacitated from serving Your Honours any longer in that 
.station. Yet as Capt. Eger ton in his report of the loss of that 
ship did not blame Craigs, we referred this report to Captains 
Pinson, Goring, Louis and the head pilot whom we deemed 
competent judges thereof and directed them to give us their 
opinion as soon as possible after proper enquiry was made 
whether and how far they thought Craigs culpable. 

id. On the 24th following they delivered in their opinion 
{With'the- depositions of .four seamen annexed thereto, whereby 
Craigs being acquitted of the "charge against him, we directed 
the Master Attendant with Mr. Hutchinson and the other 
rofficers/and seamen of the Lynn who were then in town to be 
-stunmpned ;to attend us. " 

11. The ist October the officers of. the Lynn delivered us 
an address wherein they charged the evidences for Craigs 
■with being guilty of wilful and direct perjury of which they 
""w^e ready to makp proof. We directed them to attend us the 
'-'h&t day. as a Bench of Justices and then bring their proofs, 

' ’Your Honours "Will recewe herewith the several deposi- 
-tipnis . taken before us with all the papers relating to the 
- conduct of Craigs, but as Your Honours, in your commands of 
■'the Mth October 1743 empower the' Master Attendant to dis- 
■’miss the pylots,, masters and all other, perso^ employed ,in 
‘your 'marine, "‘if he ' found- any of’ them negligent, incapable or 
'unfaithful in 1;heir duly, gi'vihg into us his reasons for so doing, 
■^e called' lum 'before us aiid -asked him if he esteenwd is 
'man as "a person quailified for Yoiir Honours’ service. He o 
’us thought hhn unfit for the reasons i^ven in his report, we 
therefore ordered Craigs to be dismissed- accordingly. 
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On 20th do. of. Mr. Peter Amyatt on his 
own account three hundred and 
eighty five rupees, eleven annaes and 
six pice (385 " 11 " 6) payable to 
William Barwell Esqr. or order at two 
and three pence is £St. 

On do. of Mr. Peter Amyatt account Mr. 

John Brown three hundred .and eighty 
five rupees, eleven annaes and six 
pice (385 " 11 " 6) payable to Wm. 

Barwell Esqr. or order at two and 
three pence is £St. 

On 27th do. of Mr. Robert Orme on his 
own account five thousand three 
hundred and forty seven rupees, three 
annaes and six pice (5347 " 3 " 6) 
payable to Messrs. Gosling and 
Bennet or order at two and three 
pence is £St. 601 "11 "2 

On do. of Major John HoUond on account 
of Mr. Joseph Fowke twenty two 
thousand eight hundred and fifty 
eight rupees, two annaes (22,858"2"-) 
payable to Mr. Edward Fowke or 
order at two and three pence is £St. 2571 " 10 " 9 

On 27th Deer, of the Hon’ble Adam 
Dawson Esqr. two thousand six 
hundred and sixty six rupees, ten 
annaes and six pice (2666 "10 "6) 
on his own account payable to Wm. 

Davis Esqr. or order at two and three 

pence is £St. 300 " " 

On do. of the Hon’ble Adam Dawson 
Esqr. on his own account eight 
hundred and eighty eight rupees, 
fourteen annaes and three pice 
(888 "14 "3) payable to Mr. James 
Barton or order at two and three 
pence is £St. 100 


M5 
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I'ships ithe iKent, -'London -and Eengamin - as likewise per Don 
Carlos, one. of our (countrey ships, .whereby there appeared the 
following deficiency: 

« \ 

'63 '• 

g 2 y Arcot'jupeea 
20 J 


Per Kent 
'London 
Benjamin 
Don Carlos 


which .being demanded of Captains Robson,. .Sedgwick and 
•Heard, .they seperately informed us that when they received 
the itreasure .on board at Fort St. Davids the ^chests were 
.extreamly bad, most of them being broke and .the rupees tumbl- 
ing out, which necessitated them to open. some of them :to. make 
new bags and .get .the . chests repaired, But at last /consenting to 
make good the deficiency we delivered them up their bills lof 
lading. But on demanding the deficiency of twenty Rs. per 
Don 'Carlos from David Robertson, the master, he refused 
making good the same, alledging he received no freight, of 
which we advised the gentlemen at Fort St. David and debited 
their Presidency for the amoimt. 


18. The /freighters -.of -the Walpole (on the 22nd ’.October made 
•good the freight of ithat ship being , twenty four thousand 
.(24000’“ --•) Current Rupees by transfer and at ;the .same :time 
Mr. Thos. .-Holme, who was one «of them, by .letter .requested us 
to furnish .him with -one -of Your .Honours’ ships -to /proceed 
with the Walpole^s /.cargoe .then -laying at Bombay to .Judda, 
which -letter -is .entered after -our Consultation -of that day 
.upon which and in consideration of rthe, great -loss the freighters 
.sustained by the Walpole loosing iher -passage ;and our being 
-.obliged to ,-send ber home, w.e ’.offered him the .-London.for twenty 
thousand =(20,000) -rupees -which he .accepted of and -.the ..con- 
. tracts have been accordingly drawn .out. 

19. Captain .-Fea on -the 25th of October acquainted us by 
letter that the Walpole was in want of dead weight in her bottom 
and requested us to lade -on board her charterparty redwood 
which we complied with and bere’with transmit Your Honours 
bis letter. 


20. We ordered the river -to be surveyed a second time .this 
year as usual, which Your Honours will perceive by the 
Master .Attendant’s -report entered after -our -Consultation :of 
.the 26th of November. 
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rupees (2880. - .) payable to Mr. Henry 
Lascelles or order at two and one 
penny is £St. 300 " 

Oh 21si of December of Roger Drake 
Esqr, Junior account Mr. Thomas 
Smith one thousand two hundred and 
fifty rupees, eight annaes (1250.8.-) 
payable to Roger Drake Esqr. Senior 
or oi'der at two and one penny is £St. 130 5 3- 

On do. of Roger Drake Esqr. Junior one 
thousand five hundred rupees (1500. - .) 
payable to Mr. Bartholomew Plaisted 
or order at two and one penny is £St. 156 5 

On do. of Mr. Hollond Goddard one 
thousand five hundred and thirty 
rupees, eight annaes and six pice 
(1530.8.6) payable to Mrs. Anne Bar- , 

low or order at two and one penny is £St. 159 8 8- 

On do. of Mr. Hollond Goddard three 
thousand nine hundred and sixty nine 
rupees, ten annaes (3969" 10" -) pay- 
able to Richard Benyon Esqr. or order 
at two and one penny is £St. 413 10 

On do. of Chs. Manningham Esqr. twenty 
one thousand one hundred and twenty 
rupees (21.120-0-0) payable to Mr. 

Austin Goodwin of Bristol or order at 

two and one penny is £St. 2,200 " 

On do. of Mr. Thos. Holmes six hundred 
and seventy two rupees (672"-"-) pay- 
able to the Hon’ble Colonel Charles 
Russell or order at two and one penny 
is £St. 70 " "■ 

On 24th of December of Capt. David 
Graham account the estate of Mr, 

Robert Abercromby three thousand 
four hundred and sixty rupees, eleven 
annaes (3460" 11" -) payable to Messrs. 

Henry Allen and James Barton or 

order at two and one penny is £St. 360 9 9 • 
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26. The Storekeeper having informed, us that he has 
accounted with Capt. Robson for the short delivery of stores 
per Kent as specified in the forego-ing report, we delivered the 
captain his bill of lading endorsed. 

27. The Lancaster, one of our countrey ships, imported 
here the 18th Deer, and brought us two hundred and forty 
candies and one hundred and sixty four pounds of redwood 
from Port St. George, the freight for which at the desire of the 
gentlemen tliere we paid the owners, 

28. At the same time we received a letter from Commodore 
Lisle under date the 30th Septr. requesting us to dispose of some 
pease which he empowered Mr. Holland Goddard to prdfcure 
for the use of the squadron under his command and that the 
Victualling Board would answer any deficiency that might 
arise thereon, on which we ordered the Buxy to receive the 
pease from Mr. Goddard and pay him this demand, being nine 
hundred and seventy three rupees, eight annas, and sell them 
at outcry. The account sales thereof with Mr. Goddard’s 
receipt and Mr. Lisle’s letter Your Honours will receive in 
this packet. 

29. On 24th Deer. Capt. Robson sent in a letter to the Board 
advising that the Kent’s demorage commenced from the. 1st 
ultimo. 

* \ 

.30. The same day we ordered our Secretary to repair on board 
.the. Walpole and confirm Mr. Thos Pea m the command thereof, 
Having no objection to the character and behaviour of that 
gentleman. 

31. Having received offers of about sixty maunds of tmme- 
rick at three rupees, fourteen annaes per mauhd wliich \ve 
judged to be good and as there was no more in the place, we 
agreed to purchase it and have laden ten tons thereof on this 
ship at half freight to be shot loose in the hold for which Your 
Honours will receive a separate bill of lading. 

32. On 3rd January imagining that the Britannia when, she 
arrived might be in want of provisions and that the season 

■•might be too far advanced to provide them in time for her 
• departure, we sent for the Cooper and directed him to salt up 
- twenty five casks of pork at the same price as the commander 
of the Walpole allowed 'him: 
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18. Wc have laden on this ship sundry goods and merchan- 
di:;c amounting as per invoice and bill of lading enclosed to three' 
hundred and seventy five thousand eight hundred and thirty five 
rupees (.375,835" - " -) and the abstract thereof will be forwarded 
to Your Honours from Fort St. Davids. 

19. Wc have likewise laden on board her sundry stores for 
the use of Your Honours’ island St. Helena as per copy of the 
invoice enclosed. 

20. In this ship’s packet we transmit Your Honours patterns 
of five hundred and twenty five pieces of plain taffaties laden on 
board her. 

21. This being all the needfull we have to advise Your 
Honours by these ships to whom we wish a prosperous voyage 
and speedy arrival in England and are with the greatest respect. 

May it please Your Honours 

Your most faithful and obedient 
humble servants. 

A. Dawson/Wm. Fytche/Jno. Hollond/Roger Drake. 

Junr./E. H. Cruttenden/Win. Watts/Thos, Burrow/, 

Chas, Manningham. 

Fort William. 

December .30lh, 1750. ' 

(Ref; — Copies of records obtained from India Office, Letters 
to Court, 1749-51, Vol: 16, pp. 145-55). 
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LETTER DATED 12 JANUARY 1750/51 

James Blackford to account for short delivery of the goods-^ 
enquiry into the conduct of Captain David Oeyton— bills of ex- 
change drawn on the Company. 

To the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the 
Hon’ble the United Company of Merchants of En^and 
trading to the East Indies, 

May it please Your Honours 

1 Enclosed you ^vill receive duplicate of our address under 
date* the 30th of December per Severn which ship -tras dispatched 

125 Dir. of Arch. 
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38.. We come, now to- advise Your Honours. o£ the several 
^ms; we have received this season from. Bombay and the. 
Cormandell; coast which are as follows; ' 


PorDanbury . , . . 
Per Walpolb .... 
Per Warron- , . . 


Per li3mn . . , 

Pot Sovotn. . .. 

Pot Don Carlos. . 
Per Kent . 

Pot Benjamin . 
PorLonclon. 

Por Norfolk . . 

Per Success. . . 

PorLislo . ... 

also 66 chests of 


. . 20 ohosts . . . . 
» . 20' dO' . . . 


. . 5 

do- 

• 

% ' • 

. 78 efiostsAroOt 

Hupoos • 

.,28 . . 


do. 

do . • 

. 20 . 

• 

do 

• do 

., 40 .. 

4 

do 

. do , 

.36 . 

• 

do 

* do 

.06 . 

• 

do 

• do 

. 78- . 

• 

do 

• do • 

. 20 ' . 

• 

do 

• do • 

. 20 . 

m 

do. 

doi • 

on per London 

and 50 


Bombay Rs. 190,009 
. 200;000'A 

. . „ > 60,000 


B. RS. 4.40,009 *-* 


. . . 623,980 

. . . 224,000'-**. 

. . . 160,080 
. .. . 310 , 060 '-' 
... . 270,018'.' 

. . . 620,902 'l3 

. . . 623,947 

. . . 1 - 20,000 

. . . 120 , 000 '-0 

do per Warren 


39; On the 29th. of January 1749/50 we advanced Capt. 
Benjamin Lowe for the use and- esgpehce of the Walpole three 
thousand (3000) Current Rupees on charterparty terms and 
one- of the bonds which he executed for that sum-, with his 
request, is- enclosed. 

40. In obedience to Your Honours’ orders about advancing 
the commanders- of your ships large sums, we called Capt. Pea 
before us on his requesting fifteen thousand (15,000”-”-) Current 
Rupees for the. Walpole’s expences, but he assured us he was 
at a great charge for victualling,, purchasing of . stores and 
carpenter’s work and. that a less sum would not serve his pur- 
poses. We therefore complied with his request which, with 
one of the bonds he entered into, for that amount. Your 
Honours will receive herewith. 

41. Your Honours’ ships as they arrived were strictly 
searched for private trade by one of your covenanted servants 
and the reports of what goods were found on board with the 
marks and persons’ names to whom they belonged are forward- 
ed in each ship’s respective, packet. 

42. Before we proceeded to lade any goods on board your 
ships for Europe they were duely surveyed by our Master 
Attendant whose reports, with the captains’ requests, Your 
Honours will receive by each ship. 
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On 7th do. of Roger Drake Esqr. Junior. 

on his own account nine, hundred and . ' 
ninety rupees, twelve ahnaes and six 
pice (990.12.6) payable to Wm., 

Barwell Esqr. or order at two shillings ' 

and three, pence is, £S.t. Ill " 9 "3 

On do. of Mr. Richard Court account Mr. 

Dawsonne Drake four hundred and 
forty four rupees, seven annaes and ; 
three pice (444" 7" 3) payable to Mr. 

Samuel Court or order at two shillings 

and three pence is £St. 50 " " 

On 7th January of Mr. James Irwin on 
his own account three thousand five 
hundred and fifty five rupees, nine 
annaes (3555 " 9 "-) payable to 
Messrs. John Johnstone and Thomas 
Fatheringham or order at two 
shillings and three pence is £St. 400 " " 

On do. of Charles Manningham Esqr. on 
his own account one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy seven rupees, 
twelve annaes and six pice 
(1777 "12 "6) payable to Wm. Davis 
Esqr. or order at two shillings and 
three pence is £St. 200 " " 

On do. of Charles Manningham Esqr. 
accoimt coral per Kent one thousand 
four hundred and forty six rupees, 
eight annaes and three pice 
(1446 " 8" 3) payable to Richd. Bar- 
well Esqr. or order at two shillings and 
three pence £St. 162 " 14 " 7 

On 7th Jany. of Wm. Watts Esqr. on 
his own account one thousand rupees 
(1000) payable to Messrs. Gosling 
and Bennet or order at two shillings 
and three pence is £St. 112: " 10 " - 

On 10th do. of Messrs. Orme and Amyatt 
account of Samuel Rooper Esqr. 

•, twelve thousand and five hundred and 


LETTER TO COURT • 


464 


Porpots 

ordinary.. 

. Emorald Qroon ; 

. IT. "RP. 

per piece. 

Do. 

do. 

Crimson 

.. ® 18 „ 


..Do. 

do. 

. Orango . v ' , - . 

■ . @ . -i? ,, < 

• ‘>f 

• Do. . 

. do.^ 

. •* Koso Colour .. ' . 

@ jS';-, • 


Do.. . 

. do. : 

] .Flosli Colour , . • . 

• © 18 • ' 


. Do. 

do. . 

yhiito . .V:. 

• ■ .© 18 .„ 

ff‘ ft 


48. The 5th following being the 'day appointed for the sale* 
of Your Honours* woolen goods per. London, .Kent and 
Benjamin, we agreed to put them up at the abpvemehtioned 
prices excepting the following sortments of perpets. for which’ 
no bidders offered, which were put up at 18 rupees viz., 

Peqjets ordinary French Yellow @ 16 Rs. per' piece. 

Do. do. Rose Colour . . . , . ’ @ 10 „ do. 

and to put up the lead at 5 rupees per maund, the copper for 
battery at 40 rupees per maund and the copper for brass at 42,- 
the account sales whereof Your Honours will receive in. this 
packet. ' ' ■ ■ \ . 

49. The Import Warehousekeeper bn the 8th of November 

delivered the reports survey of the woolen goods received per 
ships Kent, London and Don Carlos which are entered after 
that day’s Consultation. , 

50. ' Capt. Sedgwick, being called upon to pay for the. damag- 
ed cloth with the 30 per cent advance, jagreed to pay, for the 
broad cloth he brought out of England, being one thousand 
nine hundred and twenty .rupees, one aiinse and tluree. . pice 
(i920.l!3) but refused paying for the damaged woolen goods he 
brought from Fort St. D|avids, being one thousand one. hundred, 
and eighty se'ven rupees, four annaes and. six pice (1187-4-6), 
alledgini; that .the damage did not happen on board his ship, for 
when he delivered the bales they were, quite dry, and Messis. 
Drake and Cruttenden informing us that the damage appeared 
to them of an old standing, we agreed to sell them at publick 
outcry that day month and to refer the same to be settled 
with Your "Honours. and his ow'ners. 

51. Capt. ■ Robson, commander of the Kent, and Capt. 
Robertson, commander of the Don Carlos, agreeing to pay for 
the damaged woolen goods by their ships, we ordered the Ware- 
housekeeper to deliver up their bills of lading- when, they had 
complied therewith. 
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On do. of Mr. Robert Orme two thousand 
eight hundred and forty five rupees, 
eight annaes and nine pice (2845.8.9) 
payable to Messrs. Peter and Joseph 
Godfrey or order at two shillings and 
one penny is £St. 296 " 8 '' 2 

On 10th Jany. of Mr. Hollond Goddard 
three thousand three hundred and 
sixty rupees (3,360.-.-) payable to Mr. 

John Goddard or order at two 

shillings and one penny is £St. 350 " " 

9. The whole amount of bills of exchange at two shillings 
and one penny is eleven thousand and five rupees, eight annaes 
and nine pice (11,005 " 8 "9) or dne thousand one hundred and 
forty six pounds, eight shillings and two pence (1,146 " 8 " 2). 

10. We have granted three certificates of one tenour and date 
for the following sums, one whereof being accomplished the 
other two to become void and the persons were first sworn that 
the money is on the following accounts: 

On 10th Jany. of Messrs. Cruttenden and 
Wm. Roberts account Thomas. Beck- 
ford Esqr. etc. owners of ship Lynn 
. for . CRs. 2898" 11 "9 

■ On 10th ditto of Messrs. Cruttenden and 
Wm. Roberts account Capt. Wm. 

Egerton for CRs. 5512" 3 

On 11th Jany. of Capt. Nathaniel Hancock 

on his own account for CRs. 23569 " 9," 6 

11. The whole amount of certificates granted is thirty one 
thousand nine hundred and eighty rupees, five annas and six 
pice (31,980 " 5 " 6). 

12. We have laden .on this ship sundry goods and merchandize 

amounting as per invoice and bill of lading enclosed to four 
hundred' and sixty three .thousand rupees (463,000) and. the 
abstract thereof will be forwarded to Yoiur Honoiirs from Fort 
St. David. . ■ . , 

13. We likewise transmit Your iSonours . copy of mvoice of 
sundry stores laden on board this' ship for the use of Ydur 
Honours! island St. Helena together with a separate bill of 
lading for ten tons of turmerick laden on board her at 4 freight 
to be shot loose in the hold. 
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Thirdly, concerning investments of goods proper for Europe. 

59. We are next in order to acquaint Your Honours with our' 
proceedings on this material branch of your affairs, the invest- 
ment, since the dispatch of your own ship the Lapwing. 

60. On 20th September we entered into contract with. 
Omichund for seven thousand maunds of dobarra petre at five 
Arcot Rupees, six annaes per maund and then advanced him 
twenty thousand Bombay Rupees (20,000-0-0) on this contract. 
At the same time we purchased three thousand four hundred 
(3400) maunds of treble refined saltpetre at six rupees, eight 
annaas per maund for ready money, the musters whereof were 
laid before us by the Export Warehousekeeper. 

61. The merchants delivered into Council a letter about 
Your Honours’ orders concerning the dusticks which is entered 
after our Consultation of the 17th, September. We have rejected 
the same excepting that part relating to the signing of them 
in Council which, as they are daily wanted, we agreed that the, 
President should sign them as usual, and ordered the Register to- 
lay them before us every Monday morning. 

62. On the arrival of the money per Your Honours’ ships- 
we agreed to advance the merchants nine hundred and thirty 
five thousand nine hundred and fifty rupees, six annses 
(935,950-6-0) at which time they delivered in a letter to the 
Board as entered after our Consultation of the 11th of October, 
upon which we sent for them and told them that as we had 
complied with our part of their contracts we expected they 
would strictly comply with their part, and as we were of opinion 
that the paragraph of their letter relating to the dusticks 
indicated that they wanted to trade as licentiously as they 
pleased, whereby they would be enabled to engage largely in 
private trade and thereby rendered less capable of complying, 
with their contracts with Your Honours, and having received 
information that some blacks residing in this town were dealing 
with the French for goods proper for the Europe market, we- 
told them, if we found any proofs against any residing under 
Your Honours’ protection, that such should suffer our utmost 
displeasure. On the, other hand that any indulgence for facili- 
tating Your Honours’ business has and shall always be allowed 
them. 

63. On the 15th of that month we asked our merchants what 
number of bales they would have ready by the 10th December, 
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account of your .affairs under our direction and answer to your 
several commands received this year under -date the 12th 
.January and 22nd March 1749, and 

First, .’Concerning shipping. 

3. Mr. Stanlake Batson reported to us that he dispatched 
fthe Severn from Ingellee on the 2nd 'ultimo at -.which time she 
(drew 19 feet water on an even ikeel, as ,did Mr. James Blach- 
ford the dispatch of the Norfolk from thence the 20th -do -when 
her draught of water was 19 .feet- on an even keel. 

4. As we 'dispatched these ships to Your Honours via, -Fort 
St. David, we gave the commanders orders to call in at Fort 
St. George to take in what goods they might have in readiness 
there, advising Mr. Prince and his Council 'to detain them as 
short a time as possible. 

5. On 27th August we transmitted the Governour and 
Council at Bombay Your Honours’ orders to us for supplying 
them with saltpetre to enable them to dispatch home as many 
ships as possible -and -desired -them to inform us what -quantity 
they might have occasion for, to -Which we have -not as yef 
received an answer. 

6. Capt. Thomas Fea desired -our -permission on the 17th 
September to bring the Walpole up to town to take off her 
sheathing, which we complyed with and in this packet transmit 
Your Honours his request. 

7. The 16th,Julyiour Master Attendant .sent, in his , proposals 
for -.contracting for marine stores ..for ,the service -of Your 
Honours’ .sloops, a copy whereof we rdelivered Mr. Thomas 
Burrow, Storekeeper, whose remarks .thereon .together with .the 
Master .Attendant’s letter .and .the contract we -entered .into. 
Your Honours will find entered .after our .Consultation .of ,the 
.5th of 6.ep,tember hy .which Yom* Honours will please -to 
^observe we took .the .best .method .we could .think ,of ,to ^orm 
.ourselves .of .ihe .current .prices .of .marine stores .and -that .wje 
used our utmost .^care .and .attention in- lowering the .Master 
Attendant’s j)rices, which .he .assured -us .were ihe lowest he 
.j;o.uld',pray;ide'them for,., as .there, .-are many articles therein hy 
which he .is .oftentimes .a loser. • , 
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time we promised a further supply out of the first money that 
arrived and in the mean time to endeavour to borrow money of 
Futtichand, as we had paid off Your Honours’ debt to him at 
Hughley. 

71. Mr. Eyles and his Council the 22nd following advised us 
that, notwithstanding they had used their utmost endeavours 
to contract for a larger quantity of silk, they have been unable 
to prevail on their merchants to undertake any more and that 
they had not the least hopes thereof left untill we could send 
them a further supply, the abovementioned sum being chiefly 
advanced on account of their gurrah contracts and to the dis- 
charging of part of their last year’s ballance for silk piecegoods 
without which they were not inclined to contract for any this 
season, that they brought them at last to agree for the follow- 
ing quantities at the undermentioned prices viz.. 




Pieces 

DMRs 


Taffati3s 

. 

3025 

. @ 9 ' - ' - 

per piece 

Do. rod 

. 

625 

. @ 9 ' 6 ' - 

99 99 

Do, striped . 

. 

975 

. @ 9 " 4 " - 

9« »> 

Silk lungee romals . 

. 

1425 

. @ 8 ' 1 ' 6 

99 99 

13’ow romals . 

. 

2o50 

. @ 7 ' 14' - 


Bundannoes • 

• 

9525 . 

. @ 4 ' 2 ' - 

99 99 

Do. fine 

. 

3800 

. @ 4 ' 11 ' - 

9» 

Choppa Barries 

, 

• 52,50 

-. @4'12'’- 

9* 9 * 

Chonderhannios 

• 

•o 

. @ 3 ' 8 ' - 

99 99 


that the weavers who used to work the jammawars were gone 
from thence on which account their merchants would not con- 
tract for them. 

72. At the same time they informed us that they had used 
their utmost endeavours to borrow money of the Seats but to 
no purpose and at was with the utmost difficulty that they could 
obtain their consent to apply any part of what was lately sent 
to their investments. 

73. The 8th October the President wrote a letter to Jugutseat 
tendering him forty chests of bullion in part of Your Honours’ 
debt due to him at your subordinates of Cossimbuzar and 
Dacca, which we enclosed to the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar to 
deliver him and directed them, in case he accepted of this offer, 
to endeavour to raise the price of bullion, to which they replied 
the 17th following that they had met with much difficulty to 
satisfie him in regard to this offer,- as he alledged the amount 
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12. The gentlemen at Fort Marlborough in a letter received 
from them the 23rd of September representing to us that -they 
are often put to great inconvenience for want of a sufficient 
number of gunny bags to transport their pepper to the ships, 
and requesting good supplies by every conveyance, we have 
complied therewith by sending them this season six thousand 
bags. 

13. The Governor and Council at Fort St. Davids wrote us 
under date the 7th September per ship London that they had 
ordered her to call in at Madrass for some red wood and had 
transmitted directions to the gentlemen there to detain her 
as short a time as possible, as she had some treasure on board 
to land at Vizagapatam, the want of which would put an 

entire slop to their investment. 

« 

' 14. Your Honours’ servants who took their passage on the 
Kent and London on their arrival here being asked how they 
.were treated by the commanders of those ships replied ex- 
treamly well. 

15. Capt. Sedgwick of the London was called before us on 
the 11th of October for his reasons why he did not touch at 

• Vizagapatam agreeable to his orders from the gentlemen at 
Fort St. Davids. He told us that he attempted it for three or 
four days but meeting with contrary winds and currents, and 
being informed by the master of the Success that he would 
certainly lose his passage to the Bay if he persisted in his 

• attempts any longer, he thought it most for Your Honours’ 
■ interest to proceed directly for this place as his ship was 

extreamly rich and he had but a triffiing sum on board for 
that factory. Upon this’ we ordered the Hawke sloop to be 
immediately got ready and dispatched her the 15th of that 
month to Vizagapatam with the treasure designed thither as 
we apprehended Your Honours’ investment would suffer 
greatly if not be entirely ait 'a stand ‘for want thereof. 

16. Your Honoms .will find entered after our Consultation 
of . the 15th October the Master Attendant’s report of the 
offices in the dock yard and Mr. Charles Hampton the Surveyor’s 
estimate of the expences thereof entered after the Consultation 

..oL the -.22nd. folio wing, the consideration ;of' which is deferred 
' till the arrival of Mr. Benjamin. Robbins. ■ 

; ;17..tTh'e -Warehousekeepef bn the 22nd of October delivered 
in his report of the treasure imported here' ’by Youiv^onours’ 
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thousand six hundred and nineteen rupees, twelve annses, nine 
pice (167,619-12-9), who expressed their concern to find that on 
prizing those goods the merchants had performed their con- 
tracts so ill with respect to their quality and would have cut 
their merchants much more than they really did, but as it raised 
great clamours amongst them and apprehending it would have 
occasioned great impediments in carrying on their investment, 
they thought dt most for Your Honours’ interest to shew them 
.as much favour as the circumstances of the case would well 
admit of, and gave us for reason why their investment was not 
•equal to those of former years that it was owing to ye frequent 
troubles in ye countrey which happened at the proper season 
for making their contracts, the violent oppressions of the gov- 
ernment to raise money and to their being unable to advance 
their merchants money to carry on the business after they had 
contracted, which, with the circumstances they have for a long 
"time lain under, will ever produce bad investments. 

77. Oh the 17th ultimo we wrote to the gentlemen at 
'Cossimbuzar and directed them to send us down' what goods 
they had ready with the utmost expedition, as we were in 
want of goods for the dispatch of this ship to Your Honours, 

■to which they replied on the 24th, 'that it was not in their 
power to send us any more goods before the lOfch or 12th of 
this month, when by the assurances of their merchants they 
.are in hopes to dispatch to us as follows. 

^ Raw silk • • . • . *100 bales 

Gurrahs . , . . . • '100 do. 

Silk piec3 goods *25 cbesta 

• 225 bales and chests 

.and advised us that their merchants were unable to deliver in 
their last parcells of raw. silk till a few days before,^ ■which 
would take up some time to sort, that they were obliged by 
reason of the near approach of the Morattoes to the gurrah 
-aurungs to order their gomastahs to send away a good many of 
their gurrahs undresst, which laid them under a great difficulty 
to get them washed and makes them fear a deficiency in the 
quantity they gave us hopes of, as it will be impossible . 

them washed in time from the scarcity of washermen, ^ a 
their merchants have represented to them another disappoin 
ment which they met ■with in regard to the silk piecegoo s pro 
ceeding from the want of dye for colouring the do w ic 
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21. The Export Warehousekeeper reported to the Board 
that he had weighed ofE the redwood per. Don Carlos and Ihat 
there was a deficiency nf fifty six maunds, twenty three seers 
(56”-23”-) payment of which -we demanded of the roaster but he 
refused to comply, alledging he had received no freight nor 
did he see it weired off. 

22. The Master Attendant on the 26th of November reporting 
to us that the worm had taken hold of .the bottom 'of the 
Grampus sloop in many places on which account he proposed 
her being sheathed, which we ordered him to see done and 
to be as frugal as possible in the expence. 

23. The gentlemen at Fort St. George in their letter to us 
of the 11th September per London having desired us to settle 
with Capt. Sedgwick for the passage money of twelve deserters 
whom they sent on her to enlist here and Capt. Sedgwick 
demanding twelve pence per diem for each man for thirty 
two days amounting to one hundred and fifty four (154) 
Madras Rupees, we paid the .same out of Your Honours’ cash. 

24. '.Qn the ^Dth of November 'as "the freshes were then over 
and the weather fair and moderate, we ordered Capt. Fea, IVfr. 
Irwin and the Master Attendant with twelve divers to their 
assistance to exaniine the wreck of the Lyim and report her 
oondition to xis in writing incerting therein their opinion 
whether anything further could be saved from thence. Their 
report Your Honours will find entered after our Consultation 
■df the 10th Deer, from •whence there appearing no probability 
of getting any of the Hori’ble Company’s goods out df her, w.e 
ordered the sergeant and four men whom we sent thither to 
prevent plunder to be •wdthdra'wm. 

25. The Storekeeper on .the 3rd of Deer, .reported that there 
was a short delivery of the following stores per London: 


Sea coal 
Deals 
Kuffirs 
Pitch . 
Tarr 


26 bushells 
30 ipieoeB 
5 do 

4 ‘baTells 
1 do 


to make good which we called .tpon Captain Bedgwick. .who 
acquainted .us -that he did not recei-we .the deals .and .euffirs on 
board and proved it by his exceptions in his bill .of lading but 
agreeing to pay for the deficiency of .sea -coal, .pitch .and tarr, 
his bill of lading was then delivered him. 
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83. Under date the 17th of that month they advised us that 
the Seats’ gomastah sent them word that he had his masters’ 
orders to insist on the payment of the total of the abovemen- 
tioned supply as soon as it arrived and that on the arrival of 
the ships he expected the whole of the debt to be immediately- 
paid him, and therefore they again requested us to prevail on 
Seat Mautobray not to insist on the payment of any of the 
money we may send thither, as it would stop their business and' 
render it impracticable for them to purchase any ready money- 
goods on Your Honours’ account. 

84. Upon the receipt of this letter we wrote accordingly to- 
the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar to prevail on the Seats to send 
an order to their gomastah at Dacca to give the gentlemen there- 
no further trouble on this head, of which we advised the gentle- 
men at Dacca and directed them to appropriate the money 
lately sent thither entirely to the provision of Your Honours' 
investment, to which they replied the 27th of that month that 
they would obey our orders as near as they possibly could but 
were apprehensive that their small creditors would expect 
some part thereof for the payment of part of the debts due to 
them from Your Honours, that they were in daily expectation of 
some fine cloth which they were in hopes to get ready to be- 
down here by the 10th of December, 

85. On the 9th November we received a letter for (sic) 
Mr. Clerimbault and his Council at Dacca accompanying 
twenty seven bales of cloth and a bundle of musters which 
they forwarded on Your Honours' account, and under date 
the 21st of November they wrote us that they were obliged 
to pay their shroffs sixty three thousand and fifty rupees princi- 
pal besides interest, that there were upwards of four thousand 
pieces of cloth then dressing, but as there were several small 
parcells of different sorts they apprehended they would be- 
unable to make above twenty compleat bales by the beginning 
of December. 

86. On the 10th Deer, we sent them a further supply of two- 
Jiundred thousand (200,000) Arcot Rupees with directions to 
oay Futtichund one laack thereof and to reserve the remainder 
iOr the provisions of goods the ensuing season. 

87. The 16th Deer, we received a letter from them accom- 
panying 23 bales of cloth and a bundle of musters on Your 



4 FEBRUARY 1750/51 


461 

33. The Lisle, one of our countrey ships, imported here the 
7th instant in company with Your Honours’ sloop the Hawk 
from Visagapatam and brought us a supply of twenty chests 
of Arcot Rupees shipped on board her by the Governor .and 
Council at Fort St. Davids, as did the Success, another countrej 
ship, the 17lh following with the like supply, both which turned 
out agreable to invoice. 

34. Capt. George Mcard on the 7th July advised us that the 
demoragc of the Benjamin commenced the 4th of that, month. 

35. The 17th Your Honours’ ship the Kent was dispatched 
from hence for Surat with a gruff cargoe to the amount of 
CRs. 14.231.12.9 exclusive of freight and on her we consigned 
1875 bags of saltpetre for making gunpowder to the gentlemen 
at Bombay, which we desired the gentlemen at Surat to for- 
ward thither and to return the Kent to us with a cargoe of 
the best broached cotton procurable, taking particular care to 
provide it as free from seeds as possible. 

36. By a pattamar overland from Bombay which arrived the 
20th ultimo we received advices from the Governor and 
Council there that they had dispatched the Warren to us on 
the 22nd Sept, with a lading of cotton and fifty chests of foreign 
silver amounting with charges thereon to four hundred and 
fifteen thousand seven hundred and sixty rupees, eighty four 
reas (415,760*’-”84), but her crew proving mutinous after the 
captain received his sailing orders, she remained there three 
days and as they then daily expected the Britannia' front Smat, 
they thought it most adviseable and for the greater 
security of Your Honours’ effects on board to detain her to 
proceed in company \vith the Britannia as the season was 
advanced and Angria might be expected to be out. They 
accordingly dispatched them together the 8th October and have 
laden six hundred (600) bales and fifty chests of bullion on the 
Britannia, and as they had an . opportunity of coining one 
hundred thousand (100,000) rupees after the detention of the 
Warren, they have divided the same on those two ships. 

37. In the 10th paragraph of our address per Prince 
William under date the 13th Jany 1749/50 we acquainted Your 
Honours that we had delivered Capt. Lowe a protest for not 
having his ship in readiness to sail on our communicating to 
him Your Honours’ orders per Severn, copy of which protest is 
herewith sent. 
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92.. Under date the 27th of October they advised us that 
the delolls had informed them that the large gurrahs could 
mot be made there but that the small sort should be made 
agreable to Your Honours’ orders in the list of investment 
.and the next day they informed us of Ruttonmullick’s proposal 
(provided we allowed him to do Your Honours’ business 
•alone) to take the old debt on himself and to discharge it in 
three years’ time from the 30th April the rate of 10 per cent 
advance on the investment, that your business shall go on as 
fast and as well if not better than before and he would entirely 
leave the French business for which he was ready to give 
proper security, but as we were of opinion that permitting this 
man to act separately would infallibly end in the ruin of -feat 
family and as we esteemed them jointly much better security 
to Your Honours than any one of them we directed Messrs. 
Baillie and Playdell to proceed in the management of your 
affairs as usual. 

93. The 18th November they wrote us that Agabakkur’s® son 
who farmed the countrey had, by his violent oppressions, 
obliged many of their weavers and washermen to run away. 

94. The 8th December we received from thence 217 bundles 
and three tucktaes of cloth on Your Honours’ account and on 
the 24th following two hundred and twelve bundles and five 
■tucktaes from thence and under date the 7th of that month 
they wrote us that the reason of the goods falling so short of 
what they expected was owing to their weavers and washermen 
running away but that they were then returned and their 
business went on as usual. 

95. The 6th ultimo they forwarded to us two hundred and 
seven bales and five tucktaes of cloth on Your, Honours’ account 
and under date the 7th do. wrote us that the extraordinary 
price of cotton there this season made it difficult for them to 
keep their cloth up to muster, so that they have been obliged 
to make ferret sometimes of a whole prizing, that they found 
great inconvenience in beginning their investment so late as 
they did for this season through the want of due time to pick 
the cloth, so hoped we would send them a remittance for the 
onsueing year in its proper and usual time and provided their 
business was begun in March or April and carried on by a 
supply of a laack or a laack and a half of rupees that they 
should be able to better the investment of the factory superiour 
to its muster so as very near to defray its charges. 
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Secondly, concerning goods from Europe. 

43. In our address of the 23rd August we gave Your Honours 
an. account of the several particulars under this branch of our 
duty which then occurred to our notice and shall now proceed 
to relate our transactions therein since that time and to reply 
to your commands on the .same. 

44. The 3rd September being the day appointed for the 
sale of the damaged woolen goods saved from the wreck of 
the Lynn, we agreed to put them up at two months’ trust and 
to allow the buj^er three per cent discount if cleared out 
within one month after the sale, as we apprehended those goods 
wrould receive more damage by laying in the warehouse though 
we took all the precaution we could think of to get them well 
dried, and the account sales thereof as likewise of the damaged 
stores by that ship Your Honours will receive enclosed. 

45. The Storekeeper laid before us an account of Your 
Honours’ damaged and worn out stores the 3rd Sept, which 
being surveyed by the whole Board were sold at publick outcry 
the 12th following as per account thereof herewith transmitted 
Your Honours. 

46. On the Don Carlos which imported here the 4th Octr. 
we received a part of the Augusta’s broad cloth which the 
gentlemen at Fort St. Davids wrote us was more than the 
London could take on board, which we agreed to sell at publick. 
outcry the 1st of November, and on the 8th October we agreed 
to sell the woolen goods, lead and copper imported by the 
London, Kent and Benjamin at outcry on the 5th November 
and to continue the sale till the whole was compleated, and 
publick notice hereof was affixed at our fort gates as usuaL 

47. On the 1st of November we met in Council in order to 
agree upon what prices we should put the woolen goods per 
Don Carlos up at and then came to the following resolution: 


To put up tho Aurora 

• 

• 

@ 

65 

Hs. 

per 
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Broad cloth Popinjay 



@ 

45 
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ft 

»9 
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and as we did not look upon him as a responsible man, we 
agreed to put it up at outcry the 10th following when it sold 
to Mr. John -Knox, who was the incumbent on the decease of 
Mr. Wm. Young, for nine thousand two hundred and six rupees 
(9206-0-0) per annum, who on the 17th of that month signed his 
contract which was deposited in the hands of the President. 

101. As Your Honours’ barracks and cottah were in want of 
new beams and being offered some teak timbers we ordered the 
Carpenter to survey them and report their condition with the 
valuation thereof to us, which he complied with on the 29th of 
October when we agreed to purchase them at the prices specified 
in his report entered after that day’s Consultation. 

102. The Jemindar acquainted us on the 1st November, the 
time for renewing the farms of the bazar, that the farmer of the 
rice gunge told him that he lost last year between five and six 
thousand rupees by giving for it fourteen thousand (14000-0-0) 
rupees, on which account he could not afford to gwe more than 
eight thousand (8000-0-0) the ensueing year. 

103. On enquiring into the reason of the decrease of Your 
Honours’ revenues on this article and finding it was owing to 
the great cheapness of rice this year, we agreed to put up the 
same at publick outcry when it sold to Mr. Roger Drake for 
ten thousand one hundred rupees (10,160-0-0). 

Sixthly, concerning jactors, writers, officers and their accounts. 

104. Mr. Alexander Burrell, one of Your Honours’ covenanted, 
servants, departed this life of a flux on the 25th August. 

105. The President has thought proper to grant the following 
commissions, the persons to whom they were granted being, 
recommended to him by the Major. 

On 3rd September an ensign’s commission to Mr. James- 
Markham. 

t 

On 23rd December an ensign’s commission to Mr. Granger 
Muir. . 

- On the 24th do. an ensign’s commission to Mr. Erancis Hayes- 
' and lieutenants’ commissions to Ensigns Harding and Kir. 
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52. The Import Warehousekeeper reported to the Board that 
there was a short delivery of the copper per London of four 
maunds. twelve seer and eight chetack (4-12-8), which the 
captain has paid fox*. 

53. Your Honours will find entered after our Consultation of 
the 8th Deer, a petition of the writers in Your Honours’ service 
for an allowance of a certain quantity of Madeira wine at 25 per 
cent on invoice, when we agreed to allow them a pipe between 
three at that rate, as also the same allowance to the officers on 
the request of Major Hollond, which esteeming reasonable we 
hope Your Honours will approve thereof. 

54. The Import Warehousekeeper on the 10th December 
delivered in the account sales of danfaged woolen goods receiv- 
ed from Fort St, Davids per ship London, the amount whereof 
Y’our Honours will observe exceeds your demand on the owners 
of that ship. 

55. The Warehousekeeper on the 18th of that month 
acquainting us that, not knowing o'f the Minute made in Council 
for allowing the military officers Madeira wine at 25 per cent 
on invoice, he sold one hundred and eight pipes at outcry, upon 
v.iiich we ordered him to purchase seven pipes, if procurable, 
at the medium price, which he accordingly did and Your 
Honours will receive herewith the account sales and account 
current with the Cooper’s report thereof. 

56. The 3rd Jany the Warehousekeeper delivered in the 
account sales of Your Honours’ lead at outcry which is for- 
warded in this packet, 

57. On the 21st following he delivered in the account remains 
•of goods imported with the last year’s indent and price current 
of Europe commodities in Bengal in order to form an indent 
thereby for the ensueing season, and we are to assure Your 
Honours that no care and pains has been wanting to form it 
in such ‘a manner as best suits the consumption of the country 
and the advantage which may accrue to Your Honours thereby. 

58. The same day the account remains, and issue of stores 
were laid before us with the price current and all other papers 
necessary for framing an indent, to which having given due 
■attention we concluded the same in Council the 30th ultimo 
:and Your Honours will receive them herewith. 

125 Dir. of Arch. 
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112. And as by the demise of Mr. Thomas Feake Mr. Richard 
Beecher who was next in succession became a member of this- 
Board, we wrote to him at Cossimbuzar and directed him to 
return to Calcutta as soon as he conveniently could in order to 
take his seat in Council here and at the same time appointed 
Messrs. John Jenks and Roger Revely of Council at Cossimbuzar 
as they were assistants there for many years. 

\ 

113. Major Hollbnd representing to us on the 8th November 
that there was a steward wanting in the hospital, we employed 
Mr. John Bristow in that station with an allowance of thirty 
rupees per month. 

Seventhly, touching accom/pts. 

114. The Accomptant on the 1st October applied to us to know 
how the goods received per ship Lynn should be entered in 
the general books, when we ordered him to credit accounts cur- 
rent London for the amount and enter each specie or goods under 
separate heads. 

n5. Your Honours will find entered after our Consultation, 
of the 24th Deer, an account in the name of Benautbeharry- 
seat, which the Accomptant laid before us for the rest of their- 
accounts to be settled by, and agreable thereto we have direct- 
ed him to make up their accounts notwithstanding they say they 
will not sign them. 

116. On the 7th ultimo he laid before us the accounts earn- 
ings and expences of Your Honours’ sloops which being adjusted 
and closed on the 10th do. in the presence of the Master Attendant 
whom we consulted in regard to the present value thereof, Your 
Honours will see are entered after the Consultation of that day. 

117. On the 24th following he laid before us the general bocks 
of this Presidency ballanced to the 30th April last, one copy 
whereof we transmit Your Honours by this conveyance. 

118. We are now to advise Your Honours what sums we have 
granted bills of exchange for, payable ninety days after sight 
as usual, and first of those at two shillings and three pence, the 
persons to whom they were granted having been sworn that the 
amount is on the following accounts: 

On 24th January of Roger Drake Esqr. 

Junior on his own account eight 
hundred and eighty eight rupees, 
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to which they^ replied that they had wrote to their gomastahs 
at the aurangs and expected an answer in a few days when 
they would inform us. 

64. Ramkissenseat on the 16th of October brought in a. 
muster of four thousand (4000) maunds of saltpetre to be de- 
livered in a month, which we agreed to purchase at five Arcot 
Rupees, eight annas (5-8) per maund. 

65. On the 8th. of Novr. we contracted with Radabullubseat 
for six thousand (6000) maunds of Patna saltpetre on the same 
muster and price, to be delivered in twenty days, and allowed 
interest from the time it was weighed off and paid for out of 
the first money that arrived. 

66. We likewise entered into contract with Ramkissenseat 
for six thousand (6000) maunds of Patna saltpetre the 3rd of 

' December at six Current Rupees, four annaes per maund to be 
delivered in fifteen days and paid for when weighed off, and at 
the same time accepted of Bridjoo’s^ offer of about five hundred 
maunds of Preanea petre at six Current Rupees per maund 
which we judged to be very good. 

67. Omichund on the 17th ultimo requested us to advance him 
two hundred thousand Arcot Rupees (200,000-0-0) in part of the 
50 per cent agreable to his contract with us, of which we then 
advanced him one laack. 

68. Our merchants brought into the cottah a greater quantity 
of Ballasore mulmulls and superfine Santipore mulmulls than 
they had contracted for, which we agreed to accept of, as we- 
found we should not have so many fine Dacca goods as we 
expected. 

69. In our address of the 23rd of August we acquainted 
Your Honours how far your servants at Cossimbuzar had pro- 
ceeded at that time in the investment and that there were only 
few of their merchants who seemed inclined to provide any 
silk piece goods till they were ascertained of what money 
would be advanced them on the arrival of Your Honours’ ships. 

70. On the 4th August we forwarded seven chests of Arcot 
Rupees thither out of the money that arrived on the Lynn and 
under date the 9th following sent them the invoice thereof with 
Your Honours’ list of goods to be provided there, with which 
we directed them to comply as near as possiblf' s the same 
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On 2nd February of James Blachford 
Esqr. on his own account seventy 
rupees, fourteen annaes and three pice 
(70" 14" 3) payable to Gislingham ‘ 

Cowper Esqr. or order at two and 

three pence is £St. 7" 19 "6. 

119. The whole amount of bills of exchange at two shillings 
and three pence is nineteen thousand six hundred and forty 
rupees, eight annaes and nine pice (19,640" 8" 9) or two thousand 
two hundred and nine pounds, eleven shillings and two pence 
(2,209" 11" 2). 

120. We- have likewise granted the following bills at two 
:shillings and one penny to the under mentioned persons: 

On 24th January of Hon’ble Adam Dawson 
Esqr. three hundred and twenty one 
rupees, eleven annaes (321" 11 "-) pay- 
able to Mrs. Elizabeth . Fransham or 
order at two and one penny is £St. 33" 10" 2. 


On 28th of do. of Mr. John Knox nine 
hundred and sixty rupees (960"-"-) 
payable to Mr. George Male or order 
at two and one penny is ESt. 100"-" 


On do. of Mr. Wm. Kempe six hundred 
and fifty rupees (650"-"-) payable to 
Mr. George Heath or order at two and 
one penny is ^St. 67" 14" 2 

On 29th do. of the Hon’ble Adam Dawson 
Esqr. eight hundred and forty two 
rupees, eight annaes and six pice 
(842" 8" 6) payable to Capt. Nathaniel 
Jacobs or order at two and one penny 
is £St. 87" 15" 3 


On 31st do. of Mr. John Coales nine 
hundred and sixty rupees (960" - " -) 
payable to Messrs. Thomas and 
Nicholas Crispe or order at two and 
one penny is 


100 "-"- 
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thereof would not be half what was owing to him at Dacca and. 
that factory, but at last they brought hiin to accept thereof at 
the Cossimbuzar prices, deducting half per cent in consideration 
of the risque and charges up, and desired us to deliver the same 
to his gomastah here and transmit them his receipt for the 
same, which we accordingly complied with. 

74. Under date the 15th of October we forwarded to 
Cossimbuzar twenty chests of bullion and twenty five chests of 
Arcot Rupees for their investment and directed them to inform 
us as soon as was possible what quantity of goods they could 
provide to be down here by the 10th December. 

75. Under date the 30th October the gentlemen at Cossim- 

buzar acknowledged the receipt of the abovementioned treasure 
and advised us that their merchants gave them hopes of deliver- 
ing in the [ ] of December, provided no disturbances 


intervened. 


Br»w silk 

25 bales 

Do. white Rungpore 

- I5 do. 

Gurrahs 

.200 do. 

Silk piece goods 

25 chests. 


265 bales and chests 


and finding some parcells of the Novemberbund much inferiour 
to the musters they forwarded the samples thereof to us and 
desired our orders about it, for on demanding their merchants’ 
reasons for the backwardness of the investment and badness of 
the silk they told them that, having received little or no dadney, 
they were unable to procure credit to compleat their contracts 
but would endeavour to perform the same by the 10th February, 
that the badness of the silk they attributed to its being wound 
off in the rains and from the putney of the last season but 
promised in case we would take the two bales on reasonable 
terms they would endeavour to deliver in the remainder of 
their contracts agreable to the muster, whereupon we inspect- 
ed the musters of raw silk, which having found greatly 
inferiour to the muster, we wrote to the gentlemen at Cossim- 
buzar and permitted them to take those bales, taking particular 
care to cut the merchants proportionably in their prices. 

76. On 21st December we received from the gentlemen at 
Cossimbuzar eighty five bales of raw silk, twentj*^ six chests of 
silk piecegoods and one hundred and sixty one bales of gurrahs 
and doosutties to the amount of one hundred and sixty seven 
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On 2nd Fetjy. of -Mrs. Alice Forster ac- 
count. the estate of John Forster ’ 

Esqr. deceased for CRs. 80426" iT* 

The whole amount of certificates granted is eighty two 
thousand five hundred and twenty two rupees, fifteen annaes and 
six pice (82,522" 15" 6). 


Supplement. 

124. We have now the satisfaction to acquaint Ypur Honours 
' of- the arrival here of the Warren, Capt. Glover, on the 27th ulti- 
mo. He parted company with the Britannia in the latitude of 
five degrees north and Your Honours will observe Capt. Glover’s 
reasons for leaving her entered in our Consultation of the 28th 
December, at which time apprehending that the Britannia would 
not arrive in time to be dispatched home this season we directed 
Capt. Glover to get the Warren ready to return to Europe, to 
which he replied that her upper works in general wanted caulk- 
ing, that she must have a new mizen mast and he was apprehen- 
sive he should want a new bolt^rit but promised that he would 
use his utmost endeavours to get her in readiness to proceed to 
Europe this season, upon which we assured him he should have 
all the assistance in our power, in consequence whereof we have 
sent down Your Honours’ Carpenter with twenty lascars and as 
many caulkers. 

125. The next day as Your Honours had a large tonagc in 
India and as our merchants promised to bring in one thousand 
bales more which, with those we had in our godowns and those 
we expected from our subordinate factories, we computed would 
be about one thousand seven hundred (1,700). and as it 
grew late in the season, we thought it most for Your Honours’ 
interest to divide your risque and therefore came to a resolution 
to return the Benjamin as well as the Warren to Your Honours, 
whicli .ships we hope to dispatch within the month. 

126. On the 31st ultimo Ingutseat’s gomastah proposed to u-s 
to take off forty chests of bullion to bo delivered him here at the 
Cossimbuzar price allowing him half per cent in lieu of the 
charges up, one laack thereof is to be carried to Your Honours’ 
credit at Cossimbuzar factor^' and to give us a bill of cxchaiigc 
In favour of Mr, Eylcs and his Council for the ballancc. 

127. Judging this proposal for Your Honours’ intf'rcr.t as the 
ri.'fque in carrying it up v.’as thereby saved, we accepted thereof 
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'ivill prevent their bringing in the quantity they otherwise 
would have done. 

78. Under date the 9th of August we wrote to the gentle- 
men at Dacca and forwarded the list of goods to be provided 
there with such paragraphs of Your Honours’ commands per 
ship Lynn as related to them and enjoined them to comply 
strictly therewith; at the same time we sent them eight chests 
of Arcot Rupees wth ten bales of doorea Cossajura and two 
bales of mulmuUs Cossajura to be flowered, and as we intended 
to send them a further supply when Your Honours’ ships 
arrived, we hope that Futtichund’s House would not insist on 
any part of this money as we had paid oif our Hughley debt. 

79. They replied to the foregoing the 30th of August when 
they assured us that this small supply would in no measure 
answer their wants viz., to pay for the remainder of the puttun 
they had contracted for, to purchase tanjeebs, terrindams and 
ready money goods, to discharge part of Your Honours’ debt 
and to defray their current charges. They therefore requested 
us to send them an ample supply to answer those purposes out 
of the first money that arrived, as the Seat’s gomastah intimated 
to them he had received news of some treasure going up there 
and insisted, on its arrival, it should be all paid to him. 

80. Under date the 26th September we wrote to them that 
we should send them a laack and twenty thousand rupees to 
forward their investment and directed them to use their en- 
deavours to send us a large quantity of goods, to be down here 
by the beginning of December, as Your Honours had recom- 
mended to us an early dispatch of one or two of your ships, 
and the 28th following we sent thither the abovementioned 
sum. 

81. They again wrote us under date the 2nd of October to 
obtain an order from the Seat’s House at Hughley to their 
gomastah at Dacca not to insist on any part of the money we 
intended to send thither. 

82. In Council the 11th October we agreed to send to Dacca 
a further supply of forty chests of Arcot Rupees which were 
dispatched thither the 15th following with directions to appro- 
priate them solely to the provision of goods, as We had at that 
time made Futtichund an offer of forty chests of bullion in part 
of the debt due to him at that and Cossimbuzar factories. 
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LETTER DATED 18 FEBRUARY 1750/51 

To the Hon'ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of jChe 
Hon’ble the United Company of Merchants of England trad-- 
ing to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours , 

1. By the Norfolk we addressed Your Honours under date 
the 12th of January and at large under the usual established 
heads per Walpole under date the 4th instant as per triplicate of 
the former and duplicate of the latter enclosed. 

2. The Walpole was dispatched from Ingellee by Mr. Thomas 
Burrow the 10th instant when her draught of water was 18 ft. 5 in 
on an even keel. 

3. This waits on Your Honours per ship Benjamin and en- 
closes all the papers relating to her as per list of packet. 

4. Capt. Thomas Fea, commander of the Walpole, delivered 
into Council the day we dispatched him from hence a request 
for twenty tons of surplus goods at half freight, when we in- 
formed him we could not comply therewith as we had not more 
than sufficient for the loading of this ship and the Warren. 

5. We have the pleasure to . advise Your Honours that the 
Britannia is arrived at Ingellee but Capt. Somner is not yet come 
up. 

6. We are now to advise your Honours what sums we have 
granted bills of exchange for, payable ninety days after sight 
as usual, and first of those at two shillings and three pence, the 
persons to whom they were granted having been sworn that 
the amount is on the following accounts: 

On 14th February of Wm. Watts Esq. 
account Mr. Robert Erskin five 
hundred and thirty three rupees, 
five annaes and three pice (533-5-3) 
payable to Mr. Archibald Sterlmg,or , 
order at two and three pence is £St. 60"-'^- 

•On do of Mr. Wm. Wogan on his own • 
account eight hundred and eighty 
eight rupees, fourteen annaes and 
three pice (888" 14" 3) payable to Mr. 

Wm. Wogan or order at two and 

three pence is £St. 100"-"- 


484 
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Honours’ account and anpther letter under date the 9th Jany 
advising of the having dispatched to us forty three bales and a 
bundle of musters the day before and remarking that six pieces 
of silk flowered terrindams mentioned in the invoice, having: 
been for several years in the workmen’s hands, are much 
damaged; at the same time they wrote us that they had paid 
Futtichund’s gomastah one laack of rupees agreable to our 
orders. Those goods arrived safe here on the 21st ultimo. 

88. In our address of the 23rd August we advised Your- 
Honours of the inability of the delolls at Jugdea to discharge- 
their last year’s ballance without using violent means which 
the gentlemen there wrote us would be ruining their credit, to 
which under date the 9th August we repeated our former orders- 
to Messrs. Baillie and Playdell to use their best endeavours- 
to recover all they possibly could and at the same time we- 
forwarded the list of goods received per Lynn with such para- 
graphs of Your Honours’ orders by that ship as related to them 
and directed them strictly to comply there-with and let us know 
what further sums they could invest for this year’s shipping: 
and directed them to provide a few bales of cloth - on the 
French musters to be forwarded to Your Honours. 

89. They replied under date the 25th of August that their- 
delolls informed them they could with ease invest one laack- 
and twenty thousand rupees for this year’s shipping, and 
observing that their fine baftaes are in great demand and, in 
keeping their weavers in constant employ, tends to the goodness- 
of their cloth, they again requested a suitable supply and 
desired our orders concerning the increase of lengths of their- 
baftaes, which we directed them the 28th following to make 
fourteen yards in length, if possible to be done this season, 
and to be particularly careful in making them the full lengths- 
the next, which they promised to comply with under date the- 
7th October. 

90. On the 26th of September we forwarded thither eighty 
thousand (80,000) Arcot Rupees and directed them to send us 
all the goods down they possibly could by the beginning of' 
December. 

91.. On the 6th Octr. we received from thence on Your- 
Honours’ account ninety eight bundles of cloth. 
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On do of the Hon’ble Adam Dawson 
Esqr. and Mr. Wm. Frankland two 
thousand three hundred and ninety . , . . 
six rupees, nine annaes and six pice 
payable to Dr. Thomas Adams and 
Mrs. Mariana Stevenson or order at 
two and one penny is £St. 249" 12" 11 

9. The whole amount of bills of exchange at two shillings 
and one penny is five thousand six hundred and twenty four 
rupees, four annaes (5,624" 4" -) or five hundred and eighty five 
pounds, seventeen shillings and two pence (585" 17" 2). 

10. We have granted three certificates of one tenour and date 
for the following sum, one whereof being accomplished the 
other two to become void, viz.. 

To James Blachford Esqr. account the 

owners of ship Norfolk for CRs. 101"-"- 

11. We have laden on this ship sundry goods and merchandize 
as per invoice and bill of lading enclosed amounting to six 
hundred and seventy thousand Current Rupees (670,000" - " -). 

12. We have also laden on her sundry stores for the use of 
Your Honours' island St. Helena amounting to eight hundred 
and fifty nine rupees. 13 as. 3 pice as per copy of her invoice 
endosed. 

13. The Warren is near laden, having on board all her salt- 
petre and some bales; by her we shall transmit Your Honours 
a summary view of yom affairs since our last address xmder 
the established heads and are till then with the utmost respect. 

May it please Your Honours 

Your most faithful and most 
obedient humble servants 

A. Dawson/Wm. Ffytche/Jno. Hollond/Roger Drake 
Junr/E. H. Cruttenden/Wm. Watts/Thos. Burrow/ 
Chas. Manningham. 

Fort William 

February the 18th, 1750/1 

(Ref. Copies of records obtained from India Office. Letter to 
Court, 1749/51, Vol. 16, pp. 206—210.) 
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96. Mr. Henry Kelsall, Resident at Bulramgurry, informed 
ns that the disturbances of the countrey occasioned by the 
return of the Morattoes this season has prevented him from 
being able to purchase any ready money goods as the weavers 
or greatest part of them have been obliged to abscond and he 
gives us hopes of not only being able to provide some goods the 
next season but also of recovering the merchants’ old ballances, 
whereof he has this year recovered and sent us one bale. 

Fourthly, concerning the trade of India and therein any transac- 
tions with the countrey Government. 

97. It affords us infinite satisfaction to acquaint Your 
Honours under this branch of your affairs that we have had 
•a tolerable good harmony with the countrey Government this 
year past and that the Nabob has given us no other trouble 
than by making a demand on Bully Cotmah, one of the dadney 
merchants, under a pretext of a complaint lodged against him 
at Muxadavad and that, in case matters were not accom- 
modated, he would put a stop to Your Honours’ business, which 
.affair happening at the time when your own ship Lapwing 
was under dispatch, we deferred the consideration thereof Jill 
her departure from hence. 

98. For our conduct in the difficulties we laboured under 
account ye Cotmahs, we beg leave (for brevity sake) to ref err 
Your Honours to our Consultations of the 20th and 25th of 
August, 8th, 9th and 26th of Sept., 1st, 8th and 20th of Octr.. 2nd 
and 5th of November, in which last you will be pleased to 
observe they discharged the sum paid" by Mr. Eyles to accom- 
modate this affair, being fifty eight thousand and nine rupees, 
fourteen annas (58009-14). 

99. The cotton which was imported here per Severn we sold 
at publick outcry on the 25th of October excepting fifty bales 
which we reserved for packing stuff in the export warehouse, 
the account sales whereof Your Honours will receive herewith. 

Fifthly, concerning fortifications and revenues. 

100. In our address of the 23rd August we advised Your 
Honours of our having sold your arrack farm at publick outcry 
to Mr. Richard Williams and on the 5th of September we called 
upon him to sign his contract, when he promised to pay six 
months’ rent into Your Honours’ cash but the 8th do informing 
us that he could not raise the money to pay for this licence 
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Britannia to be un- 
laden, Capt. Sumner to 
follow ye Ware House 
Keeper’s orders. Capt. 
Sumner produces his 
orders for delivering 20 
chests of bullion. 


Capt. Sumner’s reasons 
for touching at Madras. 


Britannia dismissed ye 
service. 


Protest delivered Capt. 
Sumner. 


Ordered the Warehousekeeper to 
unlade the Britannia and ordered' 
Capt, Sumner to follow the 
Warehousekeeper’s orders for the 
unlading and lading his ship. 
Captain Sumner being arrived in 
town acquaints us that he landed 
20 chests of the bullion he had on 
board for this Presidency at 
Madras by order of the Presi- 
dent and Council at Fort St. 
Davids, which order he now pro- 
duced with the Warehousekeeper’s 
receipt. 

Ordered that they be entered 
after this Consultation. We now 
called upon him for his reasons 
for going to Madrass, and- not 
coming down to the Bay agre- 
ablo to his orders from the Presi- 
dent and Council at Bombay. 
Replyed that many of his men 
being down in the scurvey 
whereby they were rendered in- 
capaoie of duty, and the rest of 
the ship’s company being weaken- 
ed by the fatigue of daily pump- 
ing as his ship was extreamly 
leaky, he thought it adviseable to 
proceed to the first port for the 
security of the Company’s effects 
and- safety of the people. 

We then asked Captain Sumner ^ 
if he could get his ship ready to 
proceed to Europe in the time 
limited by charterparty, to which 
replying in the negative. 

Agreed that we dismiss the 
Britannia the service and that we 
deliver Captain Sumner a pro- 
test in form and 
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106. Your Honours will be pleased to observe at the foot of our 
proceedings in Council the 28th December about the conduct of 
•Capt. David Clayton, copy whereof was transmitted per Norfolk, 
■that as Capt. Charles Butterwicke and Lieutenant «][ames Dunkley 
through age and long indisposition were rendered incapable of 
their duty, and Major Hollond proposing that they should be put 
on the invalid list at half pay till Your Honours’ pleasure hereon 
was known, which we agreed to 

107. And as Major Hollond at that time recommended Captain 
Lieutenant Robert Saunderson to succeed Capt. Butterwicke in 
the command of his company and Lieutenant Wm. Pearson to 
succeed him as Captain Lieutenant and to the command of the 
next vacant company, commissions were ordered accordingly. 

108. On 5th September we agreed that the invalids, as they 
were more properly under the inspection of the Major or Com- 
mander in Chief of this garrison, should be mustered with the 
military and paid by the Major. 

109. Mr. Charles Manningham on the 6th October took the 
usual oath of fidelity to Your Honours and was then admitted to 
his seat at this Board and on the 11th following received charge 
■of the consullage from Mr. Burrow. 


110. Such of Your Honours’ servants as took their passage on 
±he Kent and London on their arrival here were stationed in your 
•several offices as follows: 


f Thomas Bury 
Messrs. John Cartier 
[ John Carse 
'Warren Hastings 
Messrs.4 Francis Woolaston 
William Tooke 


1 

j 


Secretary’s 

office 

Accomptant’s 

office 


Mr. John Jebb in the export warehouse and 
Mr. Wm. Rider in the import warehouse. 

111. On the 15th October we received an account from the 
.gentlemen at Dacca of the demise there of Mr. Thomas Feake, 
which occasioning an exchange of offices at this Board, we beg 
leave to refer Your Honours to the several appointments as set 
■forth in our Consultation of that day. 
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We the President and Council of Fort William in the service 
of the Hon’ble United Company of Merchants of England trading 
to the East Indies do on their part and behalf protest against you, 
Captain John Sumner, commander of the Brittania, and others 
the part owners of said ship for all damages that the said 
Hon’ble Company may sustain by your bearing away for 
Madrass and not coming down to the Bay in obedience to your 
orders from the President and Council of Bombay and not having 
your ship in readiness to proceed to Europe in the time limited 
by charterparty, wherefore and for which reasons we hereby 
dismiss your ship Brittania the Hon’ble Company’s service dated 
in Calcutta this 19th day of Feby. 1750/51. 

Adam Dawson etc. Council. 

Delivered in the presence of us 

W. McGwire/John Negus. 

(Ref : Copies of records obtained from India Office, Letter to 
Court, 1749/51, Vol. 16, pp. 211-215). 
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LETTER DATED 24 FEBRUARY 1750/1 

Deficiency in the bullion received from Bombay — purchase of 
additional quantity of fine cloth — adverse effects of the depre- 
dations of the Maghs and the Marathas on investment. 

To the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the 

Hon’ble the United Company of Merchants of England 
trading to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours 

1. Our last address bore date the 18th instant and was for- 
warded to Your Honours per ship Benjamin, duplicate whereof 
is enclosed as likewise triplicate of our address under date 
the 4th instant per ship Walpole. 

2. We are now to give Your Honours an account of our 
proceedings since the dispatch of the Walpole. 

3. As we esteemed it necessary to have the merchants* goods' 
that were laying at Jellingee down by the 20th, we 
transmitted orders to Ensign Bishop 'to leave that place the 
10th. 
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fourteen annaes and three pice 
(888" 14" 3) payable to Roger Drake 
Esqr. Senior or order at two shillings 
and three pence is £St. 

On 24th Jany. of Roger Drake Esqr. Junior 
account Mr. Paul Richard Pearkes 
five hundred and forty five Current 
Rupees (545"-"-) payable to Mr. 
Percival Bentley or order at two shil- 
lings and three pence is £St. 

On 28lh do. of Messrs. Fytche and Burrow 
on their own account two thousand 
six hundred and sixty rupees, five 
annaes (2680" 5" -) payable to Messrs. 
Gosling and Bennet or order at two 
and three pence is £St. 

On 29th do. of the Hon’ble Adam Dawson 
Esqr. on his own account three thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifty two 
rupees, eleven annaes and three pice 
(3852" 11" 3) payable to Humphrey 
Bellamy Esqr. or order to two and 
three pence is £St. 

On 31st do. of James Blachford Esqr. on 
his ov.Ti account eight hundred and 
eighteen rupees (818"-"-) payable to 
Gislingham Cooper Esqr. at t\vo and 
three pence is £St. 

On 31st do. of Mr. HoUond Goddard ac- 
count Richard Prince Esqr. six thou- 
sand five hundred (6500"-"-) rupees 
payable to Richard Benyon Esqr. or 
order at two and three pence is £St. 


On 2nd February of Edward Holden Crut- 
tenden Esqr. on his ovrn account four 
thousand three himdred and four 
rupees^ tv.-elve annaes (4304"12"-) pay- 
able to ?>Ir. Robert CliS or order at 
two and three pence is 


100 "-"- 


61" 6" 3 


299" 5" 8 


433" 8" 7‘ 


92"-" 6 


731" 5"- 


£St. 484" 5" 8 
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9. You will be plcnsed to observe by that Consultation that 
the Ilon’blc the President and Council at Fort St. Davids have 
stopped twenty chests of the bullion dc.'-.ijrncd us by that ship, 
notwithstanding? the orden; Your Honours acquainted us you 
had transmitted them for supplying us with all money they 
could possibly spare from their own occasions, since which time 
they Itavc wrote ur, under date the 29th December that they 
will remit us that sum out of the firi:t money that they receive 
and that they had tijouj’hts of directing Capt. Somner to go 
there to o.vchangc the bullion into rupees, but as he lay under 
a protest and there being n ship that arri%’od here time enough 
to be dispatched home anno. 17^5 (ric) which sailed so late 
from thence as the 2rd of January, they did not care to detain 
him. 


10. Under date the 2ljlh ultimo they wrote us that the 
Governour and Council of Bombay had desired them, in case 
Uie Warren lost her passage to the Ray and had called either 
there or at Madrass, to land her cargo and return her to 
Tellcchen'y whei*c proper ordens were lodged for her further 
proceeding, but imagining her late arrival v.*ith us might en- 
danger the gaining of her passage thither and that the 
Britannia might answer the same purpose, they directed the 
gentlemen at Fort St. George to unlade her and dispatch her 
thither. TIjc Britannia having sailed from thence before those 
orders arrived there, we called upon Capt. Somner to know if 
he could got ready to proceed to Tillcchorry. to which he 
replied it was impossible. 


11. Our merchants having brought in an overplus of the 
following sortments of fine cloth contracted for, we agreed to 
take them imagining that we should fall greatly short of the 
Dacca investment. 


pjocc« 


Ma?mu||s 

MiilmullP Siintiporo 
Mnlrlit fin<^ 
Doorons Cossajunv 
Superfine hiiinhiim« 


4000 

2000 

ilOO 

3000 

300 


12. We have likewise thought proper to foin,vard to 
Honours this season musters of the following sortrftents of c o 
which has not been contracted for these many years pas on 


account of the prices thereof. 
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On 31st Jany. of Mr. John Coales eight 
hundred and twenty eight rupees 
(828"-"-) ' payable to Capt. John 
Walsh and Mrs. Mary Williams or 
order at two and one penny is 

On do. of Hon’ble Adam Dawson Esqr. 
four hundred and eighty rupees 
(480"-"-) payable to Humphrey 
Coates Esqr. or order at two and one 
penny is 

On do. of Mr. Wm. Fullerton nine hundred 
and forty six rupees, thirteen annaes 
and nine pice (946" 13" 9) payable to 
Messrs. Gosling and Benhet or order 
at two and one penny is £St. 98" 12" 7 

On 2nd Feby. of Mr. Thomas Cooke three 
hundred and forty five rupees, nine 
annaes and six pice (345" 9" 6) payable 
to Capt. Richard Thelwall or order at 
two and one penny is £St. 36" " 

Oh do. of Mr. Francis Reade two hundred 
and eighteen rupees (218"-"-) pay- 
able to Mr. John Stroud or order at 
two and one penny is £St. 24" 10" 6 

121. The whole amount of bills of exchange at two shillings 
and one penny is six thousand five hundred and fifty two rupees, 
ten annaes and nine pice (6552" 10" 9) or six hundred and eighty 
four pounds. Seven shillings and eight pence (684" 7" 8). 

122, We have granted three certificates of one tenqur and 
date for thg following sums, one whereof being accomplished the 
other two to become void, and the persons were first sworn that 
the money is on the following accounts: 

On Jany. 24th of the Hon’ble Adam 
Dawson Esqr. account John Hope 
Esqr. and the estate of Joseph Hope 
Esqr. deceased for CRs. 1521" 11 "6 

. On 31st Jany. of Mr. James Ross account 

Capt. Carteret Le Geyt for CRs. 575"-"- 

125 Dir. 6i Arch. 


‘ 481 


86" 5" 


£St. 50"-"- 
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for the several subordinates to be drawn out, which we shall 
'forward thither when ready. ■ 

18. Under date the 5th instant the gentlemen at Jugdea 
wrote us that a large party of Muggs having passed to the west- 
ward retarded the . dispatch of their cloth, and as this will 
occasion its arrival here for the ships much later than they ex- 
pected, they thought proper to advise us in case we should give 
orders to have the cloth shipped from RangafuUa. 

19. Mr. Eyles and his Council at Cossimbuzar m a letter 
dated the 19th instant extracted in our Consultation of the 22nd 
gave their reasons for the badness of their investment the last 
season, to which we beg leave to referr. 

20. The 14 instant the Accomptant laid before us the mer- 
chants’ accounts ballanced to the 30th April and drawn by our 
order, agreable to the statement of Benautbeharryseat’s account 
entered after our Consultation of the 24th Deer, which the 
merchants being directed to sign desired to examine them first. 

21. Being again called upon in Council the ISth instant for 
that purpose, they refused to sign them and have begged our 
permission to deliver in their reasons in writing, translate 
whereof is forwarded in this packet for Your Honours’ notice, 
and you may rest assured that our utmost endeavoms in the 
interim to. make them sign them shall not be wanting. 

22. We are now to acquaint Your Honours that we have 
granted the two following bills of exchange at two shillings 
and three pence, the amoimt thereof being paid into Your 
Honours’ cash. 

On 21st of February of Edward Holden 
Cruttenden Esq. accoimt Mr. Edward 
Eyre four hundred and forty four 
rupees, seven annaes (444-7-0) pay- 
able to Mr. John Tuledge or order ,at 
two and three pence is 

On 21st February of Edward Holden 
Cruttenden Esqr. on his own account 
five thousand .four hundred and forty 
rupees (5,440-0-0) payable to Mr. 

Robert Cliff or order at two shillings 
and three pence is 


£St 50-0-0 


£St 612-0-0 
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and ordered the forty chests of bullion to be delivered him 
r accordingly.",,' 

128. At the same time we ordered the Committee of Treasury 
to pay Omichund ten chests of bullion in further part of his con- 
tract with us. 

129. On the 28th ultimo Captain Thomas Fea delivered us a 
protest in case the Walpole was not dispatched by the 31st do, 
on which we told him that he should have given us notice thereof 
a month before, agreable to his charterparty instructions. 

130. We have laden on board this ship sundry goods and ' 
merchandize amounting as per invoice and bill of lading en- 
closed to Current Rupees eight laack forty five thousand two 
hundred (CRs. 8,45,200"-"-). 

131. Mr. Thomas Burrow who dispatches this ship from 
Ingellie will advise Your Honours of her draught of water and 
what else he may find necessary from thence. 

132. We wish her a safe and speedy passage to Your Honours 
and are with the greatest respect. 

May it please Your Honours 

Your most faithful and most obedient 
humble servants, 

A. Dawson/Wm. Fytche/Jno. Hoilond/Roger Drake 

Junr./E. H. Cruttenden/ James Blachford/Wm. 

Watts/Thos. Burrow/Chas. Manningham. 

Fort William 

February the 4th, 1750/1. 

(Ref: Copies of records obtained from India Office, Letters 
to Court, 1749—51, Vol. 16, pp. 163—205. 

1. Para. 101 published in Wilson’s Old Fort William in Bengal, 
Vol. I, p. 231. 

2. Extracts from paras. 62 and 96 published in Long’s Selec- 
tions, pp. 24, 28.) 



496 


LETTER TQ COURT 


31. We wish her a safe and speedy passage to Ybiir Hono* 
urs and are with the utmost respect. 

May it please “Your Honours ’ 

Your faithful and most obedient 

humble servants. 

A. Dawson/Wm. Ffytche/Roger Drake Junr/, 
E. H. Cruttenden/Ghas. Manningham. 

Fort William, 

February the 24th, 1750/1. 

(Ref: — Copies of records obtained from India Office. Letter 
to Court 1749/51, Vol. 16, pp. 216 — ^224.) 
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LEirrER DATED 20 AUGUST l 7 Sl 

Shipping matters — very satisfactory condition, of invest- 
ment — precautionary measures adopted to drive out tke two 
ships coming from Embden — Maratha inroads and the Nawaby 
movements towards Birbhum — case regarding the property ‘of 
the deceased Haji Saulis^— arrival of Benjamin Robins the 
Armenians to pay consulage. 

To the Honourable the Court of Directors for Affairs of the 

Hon’ble the United Company of Merchants of England 
trading to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours 

1. Under date the 24th February we addressed Your 
Honours per ship Warren which ship was dispatched 
Ingellee the 1st March by Mr. Richard Becher when her draug t 
of water was 17 feet 8 inch forward and 18 feet 2 inch abaft. 
Duplicate of our said address comes ihdosed. 
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On do of Mr. James Valicourt account 
Mr. Luke Scrafton three hundred and 
fifty five rupees, ei^t annaes and 
nine pice (355" 8" 9) payable to Mr. 

Richard Scrafton or order at two and 

three pence is £St. 40"-"~ 

On 15th do of Mr. James Ross on his own 
account four thousand eight hundred 
and seventy five rupees, five annaes 
and three pice (4875" 5" 3) payable 
to Mr. Wm. Belches or order at two 
and three pence is £St. 548" 9" 5 

On 18th do of Mr. Peter Amyatt accoimt 
Samuel Rooper Esq. twelve thousand 
two hundred and fifty nine rupees, 
one annae and six pice (12,259" 1" 6) 
payable to Samuel Rooper Esq. or 
order at two and three pence is £St. 1379" 2" 11 

7. The whole amount of bills of exchange at two s hilling s 
and three pence is eighteen thousand nine hundred and twelve 
rupees, three annaes (18,912" 3" -) or two thousand one hundred 
and twenty seven pounds, twelve shillings and four pence 
(2,127" 12" 4). 

8. We have likewise granted the following bills at two- 
shillings and one penny to the undermentioned persons: 

On 14th Feby. of the Hon’ble Adam Dawson 
Esqr. two thousand and sixty three 
rupees, three annaes and six pice 
(2063" 3" 6) payable to the Hon’ble 
John Kerseboom or order at two and 
one penny is £St. 214" 18" 4 

On 16th do of Mr. Archibald Crichton 
account Mr. John Gibson two hundred 
and . four rupees, seven annaes 
(204" 7" -) payable to Capt. David 
Crichton or order at two and one 
penny is £St. 21" 5" 11 

On 18th do of Mr. John Hall nine hundred 
and sixty rupees (960" - " -) payable to 
Wm. Davis Esq. or order at two and 
one penny is 


£St. 100"-"- 
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. 8. We directed the Master Attendant to sheathe the Hawke 
sloop which we judged to be absolutely necessary from his- 
report of her which Yoiir Honours will find entered after our 
Consultation of the 18th March. 

9. Patrick. Cromey being recommended to us by Capt. 
Ranson and the head pilot as a person duely qualified in all- 
respects to be made a pilot, we gave him the usual letter to- 
the commanders of Your Honours’ ships on ye 1st of April last. 

10. The Storekeeper on the 15th April layed before us am 
account of the damaged and worn out stores which were sold, 
at publick outcry by our orders, after having duely surveyed. 
them, as per account sales thereof enclosed. 

11. The river has been surveyed this year as usual which. 
Your Honours will observe by the Master Attendant’s report 
thereof, entered after Consultation of the 9th May, to which is 
annexed his report of the Fort St, George sloop which was drove 
ashore on the sand banks about 3 miles below Ingellee, at which 
time he was doubtful whether she would answer a large ex- 
pence in getting her off but as that has been attended with 
less cost than he first imagined and on his reporting to us the 
20th June last it would be worth the expence to Your Honours 
of repairing her, as it would be in his power to mend some of 
her bad qualities, he had our directions to repair her accord- 
ingly. 

12. By two of our country ships ye St. Nicholas and Mary 
we received from Fort St. George 1176 candies 17 mds, 3 lb. of 
redwood; by the former there was a short delivery to the 
amount of Current Rs. 40"-14"- which we deducted out of the- 
freight, and the supply by the latter turned out agreable to- 
invoice. 

13. The Master Attendant on the 17th June delivered in his- 
proposals for contracting for the stores wanted 
Honours’ marine anno 1751, which we directed our Storekeeper 
.to compare with the contract, entered into last year am e - , 
ver in his remarks on the prices aimexed' therein to the sever 
artides, which he layed before us the 8th July and are 

after that day’s Consultation,' a copy .whereof we. then ans-^ 

mitted to^ the Master Attendant' for his; considerati^^^ 

y.l4..0n thWl5th‘ following.he replied thereto, at winch time; 
we called him before us aiid,->af scrutinize m .o ea 
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X.O the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the 
. Hon’ble the .United Company of Merchants of England 
trading to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours » 

This morning Capt. John Somner, commander of ■ the 
Britannia, arrived in town and as we came to a resolution to 
dismiss the Britannia Your Honours’ service and protest against 
Capt. Somner, we now transmit you a copy of our Consultation 
thereon and are with the utmost respect 

May it please Your Honours 

Your most faithful and most 
obedient humble servants, 

A. Dawson /Wm. Ffytche/Jno. Hollond /Roger Drake 
Junr/E. H. Cruttenden/Thos. Burrow/Chas. Manningham. : 

Fort William 
February 19th, 1750/1. 

Enclosure 1 

Fort William the 19th February 

1750/1 

Tuesday At a Consultation present 

the Hon’ble Adam Dawson Esqr. 

President 

Messrs. William Ffytche 
.Tohn Hollond 
Roger Drake 

Edward Holden Cruttenden 
Thomas Burrow 
Charles Manningham 
Mr. James Blachford indisposed 
Mr. William Wats, down the 

river . 

Dacca letter No, 1. This morning we received a letter 

from Mr. Nicho. Clerembault 
Chief and Council at Dacca under 
date the 7th instant and accom- 
panying 70 bales of cloth and one. I 
bundle of musters. ... 
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566 * 

Hawke to Madfa'ss with ouf orders to Alexander Scott, a pilot, 
to whom we gave the command of her, to obey Mr. Robbins's 
directions for his further proceedings. * 

20. By this sloop we embraced the opportunity of replying 
to a letter we received from the gentlemen at Fort St. David 
per Hardwicke acquainting us of their having landed the wine, 
money and stores designed us per Warwicke to be foiwarded 
by after conveyances and of their having freighted her to 
China on a private vbyage, as also their having taken up the 
Hardwick to be employed on private account between our two 
settlements till September, twelve month after the delivery of 
her cafgoe here, and acquainted them that we resolved to detain 
her, as Your Honours had directed, in case we were under a 
necessity of keeping a ship in India, it should be the Wager 
to be employed on freight or otherwise as will be most for 
your interest, and as we judged it highly necessary before any 
ship was taken up to secure a proper tonage for Your Honours’ 
investment. 

21. At the same time we expressed bur concern to observe 
that they had landed the Warwick’s cargoe' to be transmitted 
us by after conveyances, esteeming such detention at this time 
highly prejudicial to Your Honours’ affairs, as neither money 
nor goods would turn out to so great advantage later in the 
season and we desired them to reimburse us the 20 chests of 
bullion they took out of the Britannia at Madrass and send us 
what money they could spare from the supplies Your Honours 
forwarded to them on the 'China ships. 

22. The Dragon was surveyed by the Master Attendant before 
we proceeded in lading any goods on board as by his report 
forwarded in her packet. 

23. We have acquainted the -gentlemen at Bombay that Your 
Honours have directed us to forward thither a quantity 

petre not exceeding 500 tons to enable them to return home 
what ships they have on hand, which orders we shall ^ 

TVith by sUch ships as will -proceed thither this season, an e- 
sited them 'to infbfm us what quantity of pepper we mig ex- 
pect from thence and to send us by safe conveyances all eir 
surplus cash. 

, 24. . We shall pay the strictest regard to Your Honours’ orders 

concerning the dispatching your ships and are in . ° 

returning home the greatest part,, if not. ail the ships tha may 
arrive with us this season. 
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ordered copy of the protest to be 
. entered after this Consultation. 

A Dawson /Wm. Ffytche/Jno. HoUond/Roger Drake 

' Junr/E. H. Cruttenden/Thos. Burrow/Chas, 

Manningham. 

Enclosure 2 

To Capt. John Sumner 
of ship Britannia, 

Sir, 

Having information of your arrival at Fort St. George and 
that you have a large consignment of treasure on board for 
Bengal, as we are in want of twenty chests for our Hon’ble 
masters’ service here, you are hereby ordered to deliver them 
to the Deputy Governor and Council of Fort St. George, whose 
receipts for the same will be a sufficient indemnification for 
your compliance herewith, dated in Fort St. Davids this 21st 
day of December 1750. 

Thos. Saunders/Richd. Starke/Henry Powney/George 
Pigot/Foss Westcort/A. Wynch. 

Enclosure 3 

To Capt. John Sumner 
Commander of the Brittania 
Sir, 

The Hon’ble the President and Council of Fort St. David 
having wrote to us to receive of you twenty chests of treasure, 
you are hereby ordered to deliver the same taking our Import 
Warehouse Keeper’s receipt for them dated in Fort St. George 
the 2nd Jany 1750/51. 

Richd. Prince/Thos. Cooke/Wm. Smyth King/ John Walsh. 

Enclosure 4 

Received from on board this ship Brittania, Captain John 
Sumner, twenty chests of the Hon’ble Company’s, treasure dated 
in. Fort St. George this 3rd day of January. 1750/51. 

Thos. Cooke 

Import Warehouse Keeper 
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since the arrival of your orders of the 12th January 17-49, were 
such as he assured us he could not do without. 


On tho 22nd Jiiniinry IT-lO/.'jO CR«. 43C0 

On tho Int Fobrimry 1749/50 4000 

On tho 22nd February 17,50/51 13080 

On tho 17 July 1751 ICOOO 


31. Your Honours will receive in ye packet per Dragon 
Capt. Kent’s request and receipt for Current Rupees 1090"-"- 
advanced him for the use and expences of that ship. 


32. On the 8th instant the Scarborough, Captain Philip 
D’ Auvergne, imported here from the Coast; by her we received 
a letter from the gentlemen at Fort St, Davids enclosing 
Your Honours’ commands per Essex, which we found to be the 
same as that received per Dragon, and advising of their inten- 
tions to let the Scarborough out to freight from hence to the 
Coast and Mocha, provided we were of opinion the ships re- 
maining of last year and the Wager and Duke of Dorset expect- 
ed should be sufficient for our tonage, and as they expect the 
Warwick will return to them in December they will dispatch 
her to Europe in January, wherefore we must not reckon on 
the bales they shall have ready by that time; they likewise 
desired us to order the Britannia to touch at Madrass and land 
her rice there, but we have come to a resolution to detain her 
for the same reasons we have given Your Honours in the 20th 
paragraph of this address for keeping the Hardwick, 


Secondly, concerning goods jrom Europe or from one part 
of India to be disposed of in another. 

33. Under this head of Your Honours’ affairs you are pleased 
to notify to us that you have complied with our several indents, 
particularly for woollen goods, a large vend whereof you have 
much at heart and we beg leave to assure Your Honours tha we 
.shall not be wanting to encourage the sales to the utmos o 
our power and shall be particularly careful in obeying your 
orders about selling the Russia iron separately which you ave 
consigned us for a trial. 


34. We observe Your Honours have proceeded this 
supplying us with stationery upon a former inden an 
on knowing the reasons why we indented so large y ^ 

article. It was owing to the great . - whose 

during the indisposition of our late Sub-Accomp 
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■1. Your Honoui's will obsen'e by the Warehousekeeper’s 
report of the bullion received from Bombay per ship 
Wnrren entered after our Consultation of the 5th instant 
that there was a deficiency of two ounces in each chest 
which. Capl. Glover absolutely refusing to make good as the 
seals and chests wore entire, stands referred to Your Honours. 

5. Enclosed in tliis packet we transmit Your Honours Capt. 
Glover's request for a .survey within board as likewise the 
Master Attendant’s report thereof delivered into Council the 
14th instant, when wo ordered the Warehousekeeper to proceed 
in lading bales on board. 

6. Capt. Glover having executed by mistake three setts of 
rc-spondentia bonds at Bombay for the money advanced him 
there viz., one sett under date the 12th August for twelve 
thousand Bombay Rupees (12,000-"0-”0), another sett under date 
the 12lh September for twelve thousand Bombay Rupees 
(12,000-"0-’’0) and the third sett dated the 22nd of September for 
three thousand Bombay Rupees (3,000-"0-”0), whereas he should 
have entered into respondentia bonds only for four thousand and 
twenty six Bombay Rupees, one quarter and twenty five reas 
(4020-1-25). and bonds for the balance twenty two thousand 
nine hundred and seventy three rupees, two quarters and 
twenty five reas (22.973-2-25) with such an advance and at such 
rate of exchange as Your Honours shall think proper to demand, 
which he has rectified here. One of each sett we have forward- 
ed to the Governour and Council at Bombay and the duplicates 
thereof are enclosed in this packet, the triplicate bonds being 
deposited in the hands of the President. 

7. We have advanced Capt. Glover for the use and expences 
of the Warren nineteen thousand six hundred and Uventy 
Current Rupees (19,620-0-0) on charterparty terms, his request 
for which with one of the bonds he entered into for that amount 
is enclosed. 

8. Wo have already advised Your Honours of the arrival 
here of the Britannia and transmitted you per Benjamin copy 
of our Consultation held the day after the dispatch of that ship 
on the arrival of Capt. Somner in town, whereby Your Honours 
will observe we have turned the Britannia out of your service 
and delivered Capt. Somner a protest as also our reasons therein 
particularized for this proceeding, which we hope Your Honours 
will approve of. 
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outcry tlie 6th day of September on the established terms, of 
^hibh w6 'have giveh n^ice in all the languages as usual, when 
^e khiill pky diie regard lb Voiir honours' orders relative to 
the ifnbbst Ibflg oils per UardwicTc. 

40. yotir ‘Honours will plbase to take notice in the acco'titit 
•sales that the 'French yellow and the.pe'i'pbts ordinary pcfplhjay 
wduld not sell at the prices put up at, so 'that we agtebd to defbr 
them till our next outcry when we Shall -tty thefti at a ItiWCr 
price. 

Thirdly, concerning investment of poods for Europe, 

41. We Shall how proceed to give Vour Honours an account 
of 'this ^ihpbrtant. branch of ybur alTairs committed to ouir care 
in the 'fullest and iiibst ci^plicit manner. 

42. On the. 18th March, we paid Omichund -ten chests of 
bullion and 20000 Bombay Rupees on account his last year’s 
contract for ready money goods and then 'directed the merchants 
to attend the Board to begin our investment for the current 
year, 

43. The 26th following they acquainted us that th'ey had 
about 200 bales of Gossajura ahd Santipbre doth, hesideB what 
Were prized bf the 500 bales mehtioned fn the '26th paragraph of 
our address per Warren, and offering Us thbse gbb'dfe to be cre- 
dited for the amount from the 30th April following. We accept- 
ed ‘thereof and prized them to be in readiness for the dispatch- 
'lihg of a ship in August. 

44. We 'thbn a’skfe'd 'them bii Whbt terms they would contract 
for this year’s investment, to which they replied they could not 
think of entering into new contracts untill the accounts were 
adjusted, and they gave us the same answer the 1st, 16th, 18th, 
and 22nd April, and in this Obstinate refusal they continued till 
the 27th May when with the utmost difficulty we prevailed on 
them to sign their accounts, and for their objections wnh 
other measures and proceeding thereon we beg leave to be 
referred to the seventh head of this address where the par i- 
culars will be set forth for Your Honours’ notice. 

45. The 27th May we directed the Export Warehousekeeper 
to iearn from the merchants the terms on which they propose 

. providing the goods ordered, which Your Honours wil o se e 
are 'entered after our Consultation of the 10th of June, an a' 
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Oiittnncospliin 

Pioc08 

» • • 5 • 

Rs. 

@ 11 

As. P. 

perpfcfe 

Do. flow*ored 

5 

@ 13 

— 

do. 

Atoliobnnnios 

3 

@ 3 

6 

do. 

llorba lungoos 

3 

® 3 

S 

do. 

CosRipa sorrn 

0 

@ 78 

— 

per corge 

ITerbn tnOntioa 

3 


8 

per peice 


13. Our merchants would not contract for any of the above 
sortments without a great advance oh the price of the old 
musters but are ready and willing to provide them at the fore- 
going prices annexed to each particular sortment, about which 
we shall wait Your Honours’ future orders. 

14. On the Benjamin and this ship we have laden the follow- 
ing new sortments of cloth for a muster: 


ICninROOkhs Gopaiilporo 40 and 2^ 

Co»»OR MauUla nnc» gold houds 40 and 4 

Do. Rniidgegungo 40 and 2 

Cos<«T8 Cogrnnria Riipcrfinc 40 and 2^ 

Chov^dars Ruporfino 20 and 2 

Nockclotlis Gopiuilporo 35 and 1^ 

Doorons clmrconna Cos.sujiira. 40 and 2 

Yds. and N. 

JolrnilU 2o and 12 

Scrrn siuiff. 14 and 1 


15. The gentlemen at Jugdea, agreable to Your Honours’ 
orders for sending you musters of the sortments of cloth pro- 
vided there by the French, have transmitted us a few peices of 

Clinbinsn of. 2C and 2 and 

Cliittn bully of. 24 and 2. 

which Your Honours will receive by this ship. 

16. In our Consultation of the 7th inst. Your Honours will 
observe in the Dacca letter extracted therein the reasons given 
by the gentlemen there for the deficiency in their investment 
as likewise that Mr, Clerimbault accompanyed by Messrs 
Pearkes and Eyre paid the Nabob a visit who received them 
very civilly and gave them great assurances of his protection in 
Your Honours’ affairs. 

17. On the 11th instant we transmitted the gentlemen at 
Dacca twelve chests of Arcot Rupees and six chests to the 
gentlemen at .fugdea and have ordered the lists of investment 
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• agree to any deduction from the other goods- as the French arid 
Dutch, by having made large contracts for them, have enhanced 
•their prices, that they could not provide the. following goods 
•though we should advance on the muster price viz., 


Mulmull handkorchfofa 


and 

7/8 

Dooroas choquorod midling 

40 

and' 

*•> 

Muhniills Sanciporo do. 

40 ■ 

and 

3 


And as the cotton, of which the gurrahs are made, was 
mostly destroyed by the heavy rains in the beginning of the 
year, they could not contract for a greater quantity of gurrahs 
and soot romalls than set forth in the Warehousekeeper’s letter, 
that if We would promise to pay them 50 per cent on the 
arrival of Your Honours’ ships and 35 per cent in October 
that then they would agree to pay the penalty on the deficiency 
on the hundred but if the 35 per cent was not paid them in 
'October that then they would only agree ’to pay the penalty- in 
the deficiency on 85 per cent. ^ 

47. The 24th June we took the foregoing proposals under 
consideration, and as cotton bore a very high price and most of 
'the cotton produced in this country being destroyed by ye heavy 
rains and high winds which happened at the time the crop was 
-gathering in and as our merchants for some years past have 
-been unable to comply with their contracts for the following 
sortments at the former prices, we agreed to allow them the 
under written advance thereon viz.. 

Addaiios . . 

Carradarrlos 
CliillaoB 

Dooroas Coincola 
•Do. do. 40 and 2 

Do. Co^sajura 
Miilmulls Sontiporo 
Do. Cossajura 
Do* do. 40 and 3 
Cossaos Gogmaria 
Ohowfcars 

and to insist on their lowering the prices of fine godds^merir 
tinned in the 45 paragraph of this address and to ente* m 
'Contracts on the same terms as last year for all other s an 
under the same penalties, to which the merchants worn no 
-then agree. 


8 annas 
3 

3 
8 

5 • . ’ 

8 

4 
7 

15 

7 

6 
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• • •••'23.’ The whole amount- of the 'above bills of exche^hgeat two 
shillings and three pence • is five thousand eiglit' hundred and 
eighty four rupees, seven annses (5,884-7-0) or six hundred and 
sixty two pounds (£662-0-0). 

24. We have likewise granted the two following certificates 
to Captain Glover,; he . being first sworn that the money is on 
the following accounts: 

On 24th February, on account of Capt. 

William Bookey for CRs, 1894-6-3 

On 24th February, on accoimt of the estate 

of Mr. Charles Powney deceased for CRs. 560-7-6 

25. The whole amount of the above certificates is two 
thousand four hundred and fifty four Current Rupees, thirteen 
annaes and nine pice (2,454-13-9). 

26. Your Honours will be pleased to observe by our Consul- 
tation of this date that our merchants have brought into the 
cottah about five hundred bales more than they expected they 
should be able on account of the depredations and plundering 
of the Morattoes at the several aurungs, which the shortness 
of the time would not allow us to send in a proper manner for 
this dispatch, but as they applied their own money to the pro- 
vision of those goods, we agreed to prize them as part of their 
last year’s contracts, they acquiescing,' in' case of any damage 
arising during the time of their laying in Your Honours’ cottah, 
to take such back and the loss to be on their accounts. 

27. In the box of books Your Honours will receive the 
patterns of the plain taffaties sent on this ship, as likewise our 
Consultations from the 5th instant to this day inclusive to com- 
pleat the sett forwarded on the Lapwing. 

28. We have laden on this ship sundry goods and merchandize 
amounting, as per invoice and bill of lading enclosed, to nine 
hundred and fourteen thousand Current Rupees (914,000-0-0). 

29. We have likewise laden on her three bales of doosutties 
and sundry stores for the use of Your Honours’ island St, Helena, 
as per copy of the invoice enclosed, amounting to two thousand 
one hundred and ninety six rupees, thirteen annaes and nine 
pice (2196-13-9). 

30. Mr. Richard Beecher who has our orders to dispatch this 
ship •will advise Ypur .Honours of her draught of'; ;.wate.r and 
what else he may find necessary from below. 
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list -of their names in setts as they proposed becoming security 
for each other, wherewith we being unanimously satisfied we 
directed the division of the goods to be drawn out among the 
merchants, which is entered after our Consultation of the 15th 
July when we advanced them 17 rupees 3 annas per cent on 
their contracts. 

51. The merchants refused contracting for the Patna goods 
ordered, as they were apprehensive, if they should provide any, 
that the Durbar would demand the same charges as when Your 
Honours’ factory was there. 

52. We advanced our merchants Rs. 18.3 annas per cent in fur- 
ther part of their contracts the 22nd July and their teeps being 
signed the 29th of that month were deposited in the hands of 
the President as usual. 

.53. On the .1st instant we acquainted the merchants with the 
differences ordered in Your Honours’ list of investment per 
Hardwick, when they informed us they could not encrease the 
.quantity of the following .goods; 

.AddatloB'fino 

'Chowtars 

. >8oomiokorft fine 

Doorons Goinooln 40. mid 2] 

Do» do. 40 ond 2 
IDo. Cossajiira 40 nnd 2 
MulmulZs 'do. >40*and 2 
Do. do. *40 mid>3 
tCossms ^Comorcolly 40 and 2 
MulmiilB Snntiporo 40 and 2 

and in regard to the soosies ordered they are willing to provide 
them but cannot lower the prices of last year. 

54. The 12th instant we called 'on them to inform us whether 
they would provide the Omorra goods but they told us that,^ as 

■ the Rajah of that place was dead, his two brothers quarrelling 
about the succession and their mother endeavouring to put the 
government into the hands of a third person, they could not 
think of venturing to send their money thither to provide 
goods, being afraid during those troubles their gomastahs would 
be plundered. 

55. Your Honours’ directions for regulating the cottah will 
-exact our consideration. • before the season for prizing Your 
-Honours’ goods commences when the same shall be carried into 
execution as far as we possibly can. 
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2. The Benjamin was dispatched from Ingeliee by Mr. 
William Watts the 23rd February when she drew 16 feet water 
on an even keel, both which ships with the others dispjatched last 
season we are in hopes arrived safe and in proper time. 

3. We shall now proceed to give Your Honours a particular 
and distinct account of your affairs under our management 
since that time under the usual established heads and 

First, concerning shipping. 

4. In the 8th paragraph of the accompanying address we 
advised Your Honours of our having turned the Britannia put 
of your service and that we had protested against Capt. Somner 
as per copy thereof inclosed. 

5. Under date the 4th March we acquainted the gentlemen 
at Fort St. Davids of our intentions to send the Britannia to 
their Presidencj* in August with 800 bales which we judged we 
should have ready by that time, provided they should have it in 
their power to compleat her lading, whereof we desired them 
to advise us, but if Your Honours’ snow the Swallow should 
arrive with us in the intermediate time, as we had your orders 
to return her to Europe without loss of time, that then we 
should fall short of that quantity. 

6. The 8th of that month the Swallow imported here and in 
consequence of Capt. Bell’s request we permitted him to bring 
her up to town as she wanted cleaning and some other neces- 
saries, for which purpose we put her under the Master Atten- 
dant’s care, and at the request of the gentlemen at Fort St. 
Davids who wrote us that they should dispatch her to Your 
Honours in May, we returned her to them the 22nd following 
with a cargoe of rice on Your Honours’ account, which they 
wrote us bore a high price there, as it was then too late in ..the 
season to dispatch her from hence, and enclosed .the apepunt 
disbursements on her here, copy of which Youf Honours, yrill 
likewise repeive in the packet. 

7. Enclosed we transmit Your Hpnours .Capt. Sipinner’s. 
letter, of the 6 th May .advising of the Britannia’s being .rei^tted 
and tendering her ito be .taken .iptp. .the spryiqe. jbUt yppr 
Hoppurs, will be pleased .to, bhapiye.that.we.did. no.t.takp her up 
till the 4th ultim.p when,,,by!the faster Attendant’s. report spr- 
vey, finding her to be ari all respects fitting to receive Your 
Honours’ goods, we ordered the Warehousekeeper to lade her 
charterpafty redwood oh -board -her. 

325 Dir. of Arch. 
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master had agreed with us for was stopped by the government 
and unless \ve could procure a clearance for it he should be 
unable to fulfill his contract, upon which the President wrote 
to Coja Wazeed who has since cleared it. 

61. As we found it impracticable to procure a sufficient quan- 
tity of saltpetre for this year’s shipping and being apprehensive 
the French or Dutch would purchase Wazeed’s petre, if we 
should delay contracting for it, whereby we should be entirely 
at a loss, or be obliged (if they, would sell) to purchase it at a 
high rate, and as it did not appear eligible to us to have any 
transactions with Coja Wazeed on account of Deepchund’s de- 
posit in the Mayor’s Court, we proposed to Omichand to con- 
tract for 40,000 maunds at 5''14 ARs. per factory maund to be 
delivered in Calcutta at his risque, one half in the month of 
September and the other in the month of December, under a 
penalty of ten per cent in case of his failure, in which case we 
would advance him one laack of Arcot Rupees, but he acquaint- 
ed us he could not acceed thereto as Coja Wazeed would not 
sell a part but the whole. 

62. On the 24th he proposed to us to contract for 86,000 
maunds at 5"14 ARs. per factory maund,” to deliver 50,000 
maunds thereof into Your Honours’ warehouse in the month 
of September and the ballance in December without any fur- 
ther charge or expence whatever, under a penalty of ten per 
cent in case of failure, provided we would pay him in hand 
100,000 Arcot Rupees, 200,000 more on the arrival of Your 
Honoms’ ships and allow him interest on the ballance that will 
appear due to him after the abbvementioned delivery from 
that day, which proposal we accepted of for the reasons given 
in the foregoing paragraph. 

63. Having thus given Your Honours a particular accovmt of 
our investment we shall now proceed to inform you of the 
proceedings of the servants at the several subordinates and. 

what progress they have made in their respective investments. 

• 

■ 64. The gentlemen at Cossiinbuzar advised us' under date- 
the '22nd February that, after much trouble and using many 
arguments wth their merchants, they were not able to reduce- 
their raw silk below the following prices. 

Por the Xorember bund DMRs 8' per seer the A. 

. • • ';,Gux 2 «rat— S'9 

Cammereplly— T'lS . , . • • 
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particular with the greatest exactness, we prevailca on him to 
lower the following articles. 


Coir Oiililt's 
Do. cordiigo 
CnnvnB biinksniil 
Spun yarn 


from ll'Sporniaund to II'-'— 

from 12*8 „ „ tol2'-'- 

f.omJI'-' per bolt to 11'-'— 

from S'-"- per bolt to 7'8'- 


which being the most material, we agreed to contract with him 
for all other articles on his assuring us he could not aSord to 
provide them cheaper, as per his contract therein entered. 


15. We are now to acknowledge the receipt of Your Honours' 
commands under date the 28th November per Dragon and 23rd 
January per Hardwicke and to congratulate Your Honours on 
the safe-arrival of those ships here, the former on the 21st June 
and the latter the 17 ih July. 


16. By the Dragon the gentlemen at Fort St. Davids advised 
us that they depended on our sending the Britannia to them 
as early as possible to be laden from thence in September for 
Europe and desired us to put on board her charterparty tohage 
of redwood and saltpetre as it would contribute greatly to her 
early dispatch from thence. They at the same time informed 
us that the gentlemen at Tellicherry acquainted them of their 
having received orders from their superiors at Bombay to 
buy no pepper except to be procured under 900 rupees per candy 
which was impracticable. 


17. In the Dragon’s packet we- transmit Your Honours Capt. 
Kent’s request to bring her up to town which we complied with 
and ordered Mr. John Sisson to make a strict search for the 
private trade belonging to the captain and officers, whose report 
thereof with the manifest of goods landed is enclosed in her 
packet together with the captain’s requests for 25 tons of red- 
wood and 1600 maUnds of saltpetre which we have laden on 
board her. 

18. The treasure forwarded to us per Dragon, on weighing 
off, turned out 5 Arcot Rupees short which Capt. Kent has made 
good. 

19. The President received a letter from Mr. Robbins which 
he laid before the Board the 8th ultimo, wherein he requested 
a sloop to be sent for him' as soon as the season would permit, 
■ivhich We complied with the 24th folio-wing by sending the 
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Piocps 

Per pic 

!^Ow romalls. 

inland 14 

2080, nt 

. 8^0. 

Pino oboppa sarrioa 

7 and 

1 

01.10 nt 

5*— 

Finer bandnnnoos 

7. and' 

1 

4070 nt. 

4'J5 

Baudannoos 

7 and 

1 

7.180 nt 


Choppa bandannoos 

7 and 

1 

7380 nt 

4"'0 

Ohandarbnnnio/? 

7 Jd 


000 nt 

3'il 


That silk being so much dearer this season than the last, they 
were obliged to advance the prices of the piece goods to make 
it worth the merchants’ while to undertake and deliver them 
in according to muster. 

69. In a letter dated the lOth April, they informed us they 
had' contracted for 200 maunds of vrhite Rungpore silk T'lO 
DMRs. per seer the A and used their endeavours to contract 
for the A and B only of this silk, but the merchants refused, 
aliedging there is always a large proportion of the C produced 
from this putney which would sell for very little without the 
head letters, but before they contracted they brought the mer- 
chants to raise the muster to a greater fineness, particularly the 
C, and to deliver in a large proportion of the A and B than 
what they have done for some seasons past, and as their mer- 
chants would not agree for the other sort of Rungpore silk 
ordered in the list of investment of the C, of which there is 
always a large proportion generally turning out very coarse, that 
they should decline contracting for any of that sortment untill 
they received- our orders thereon. 

70. At the same time they forwarded us the musters of the 
jammawars and chints of which with the prices hereafter 
mentioned, if we should .approye, the merchants would a^ee 
for the fpilpwing quantities. 

Jammawars 30 and 1} 100 at DMHsSO perpiooe 

Do* or dowored 8triped\ 21 and.2jt* • • • • *300 at 26 

Taffatios j 

Concliees for diluting 

yds and 10 N \vithQutany 1 lOQOO at 27,^8. 

allowance for duatore or fChaa. ehinttng 10*^— 

brokorfetge J 


' 37 "" 8 per corg^ 
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25. Should any of the commanders of your ships r^efuse to 
comply with Your Honours’ orders for registering’ the private 
trade laden on board, we shall not fail of advising who they 
are. 

26. We acknowledge our omission in not sending Your 
Honours the account of the profits made on the Prince William’s 
country voyage and shall be particularly careftil not to commit 
the like neglect in future. We now inclose for Your Honours’ 
observance the account of the profits made not pnly ,on her 
voyage but since on the Severn and Britannia, excepting on their 
cargoes laden firom hence pf which we have not received advice 
fr-om Bombay, and shall agreable to your directions forward 
■their duplicates by other conveyances. 

27. With respect to Your Honours’ advices of the ships fitting 
out from Embden in Germany as well as those expected abroad 
under the command of Captain Acton in the Emperor’s service, 
w,e assure Your Honours we shall not fail in using our utmost 
endeavours to distress them and render their projects abortive. 
The measures we have hitherto .taken are as follows: We directr 
ed the Master Attendant to give the strictest orders to all pilots, 
masters and others employed in Your Honours’ sloops hpt to 
pilot in or give any other asastance whatever to any of the 
abovementioned ships, in case of their arrival in Ballasbre Road, 
under pain of beipg immediately dismissed the service and 
sent home by the first conveyance that offers, of which we 
acquainted the French and Dutch who have promised us they 
will take the like measures to distress them. 

28. We likewise wrote to Mr. Kelsall at Bulramgurry to 
acquaint the government thereof that they may give them all 
the assistance in their power to annoy them and the President 
has informed the Nabob hereof but has not hitherto received 
his answer. 

.29. We have laden on board the Britannia, over and above 
her charterparty petre, 1000 bags which we have consigned to 
the gentlemen at Fort St. Davids. 

30. Enclosed in the Britannia’s packet we send Your 
Honours one of each of the two bonds which Captain Somner 
has executed for the following sums advanced him at different 
times for the use and expences of that ship, and your Honours 
will ‘be pleased to take notice that the sums so advanced him. 
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■care it is committed; he being thereby prevented from attending 
at the delivery of it to the several offices as it was wanted, the 
usual occonomy was neglected insomuch that we were greatly 
distressed for stationery of all sorts. And as all the stationery 
ware designed us last year per Lynn was lost or damaged so 
■much as to be unfit for service, we were under a necessity of 
framing our indent upon the same plan that we may not be 
disappointed in case of future accidents. 

35. Wo have directed our Accomptant to rectifie the error 
In the Walpole’s invoice in relation to the perpets, agreable to 
the account Your Honours transmitted us, and the three, bales 
of flannells which wo received by that ship and were not ‘invoic- 
ed being designed for Fort St. Davids we have sold here. 

36. Enclosed Your Honours will receive the account sales of 
damaged goods and remnants at publick outcry the I'st April 
amounting to CRs. 9440"7"-, as likewise the account sales of 
woollen goods on ballance the 10th June which were disposed 
of at publick outcry amounting to CRs. 34673"4"-. 

37. As soon as the woollen goods consigned us per Dragon 
were landed, they were surveyed by the Warehouse-keepers in 
the presence of the captain and the report of tvhat were damaged 
is forwarded in her packet, the amount CRs. 699"3"9 being de- 
manded of Captain -Kent he has paid. 

38. After having given a month’s publick notice of our inten- 
tions to sell the woollen goods per Dragon on the established 
terms, on the 25th July we put them up at publick outcry at 
the following prices, being 20 per cent on the invoice: 

Broadcloth aurora @ 65 Bs* per piece. 

Do....... do ordinary popinjay 4S 

Do do do blue 4S 

Do...... ...•■•do do yellow 4S 

French yellow 55 

Bed 48 

Forpgts iino scarlet 27 

Do ... . ordinary popinjay IS 

Do do rose 19 

Imbostoloi^h 80 

The account sales thereof is transmitted to Your Honours in 
this packet amounting to CRs. 80,459"-"-. 

39. We purpose selling the woollen goods, copper, lead and 
iron received by the Hardwicke and Scarborough at publick 
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Lynn, was at that time complied with as far, as their money 
would permit and for a further and . strict compliance they 
request us to send them what money we can spare, not having; 
any to give out for flowering the abovementioned 13 bales. 

> ’ ’ f 

84. On the arrival of the' Dragon we sent them 10 chests of 
Arcot Rupees and fivfe chests of bullion for forwarding their- 
investment and directed them to send us down what goods they 
had at that time provided and inform us what quantity of fine- 
goods they would be able to send down by the middle of , this- 
month, as Your Honours had directed us to lade such on board 
the Dragon. At the same time we gave, them positive directions- 
not to provide any jungull cloth in private trade and particular- 
ly recommended it to them to provide as many baftaes as pos- 
sible, wherewith they have promised a due compliance, and 
under date the 6th July wrote us that they expected to forward, 
to be down here by the middle of August, the following fine- 
goods on Your Honours* account. 

1200 peices of jungull- cloth. 

3400peices of cossida -work. 

500 peices o-fl allabaUies. 

130 peices of chicor dooreas, besides 50 or 60 bales of ready rconey 

cloth. 

85. On the 22nd July we sent them 15 chests of Arcot lupees 
for forwarding their investment, being part of the, .treasure we 
received per Hardwick. 

86. The 11th of March we received 174 bundles and 6 tuck- 

taes of cloth from Jugdea, whereof we sent 180 peices of baftaes 
to the gentlemen at Fort St. Davids per Swallow snow to be- 
printed. '• 

87. The gentlemen at Jugdea under date the 22nd April 
requested us to send them a supply of money as soon as possi- 
ble, as- they should have all theirs invested by the latter end of 

May, and forwarded to us the 30th April a bundle and [ ] 

tucktaes of cloth on Your Honours’ account. 

88. On the arrival of the Dragon we sent them 6 chests of 
Arcot Rupees for forwarding their investment and then recom- 
mended as large a provision of baftaes as possible. 

89. Under date the 25th June they enclosed an invoice of goods 
then dispatched to us on. Your Honours’ account, amounting to 
DMRs. 20,036"6"6 and advised us that the violence of the 
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upon taking 'the same xinder consideration we -resolved on na 
account whatever to alter the old musters, to insist on their 
contracting for the goods they say they cannot provide, as also 
for the full quantity of soot romalls ordered on the same terms 
as last year and to propose to them the lowering the prices on 
.the following goods: 


Mulmulis Cossajara superfine of 40 and 2 to 27 He. 

•per.piece 

Do do 

fine 40 and 2 to 22 

do 

do 

Dck>Teb do 


do 

do 

'Sdfitipbre mulmtxils . . 

40 Bind to 27 

do 

do 



do 

do 

BkHafiore multnuUs 20 'yd&nddyd 

do 

do 

Soosies fiO copies 

idb covids .■tO'U'4 

10 

do 

do 

Busbon Oossaes 

do 

do 

Ghaunpoor Comercolly cossaes 40 and 2 tO' 6'8 

do 

do 


and to contract for 40000 peices of gurrahs xmder a penalty 'of 
15 per cent, in which, case we should advance them 50 per cent 
oh the arrival of Your Honours’ ships, wherewith the merchants 
being acquainted would not then agree to. 


4B. The 17th following they refused to contract on the old 
•musters ahd it was "wdlh great difficulty on the 20th 'that we 
prevailed with thefti to give up this point, in consideration Where- 
of 'they proposed to have ah advahce price on the uhderifien- 
tiohed goods viz., 

On the addaties fine gold heads 2 !Rs. per piece 


Cairadarries ordinaiy 


Chilla'ss 

^12"^ 

Doreas Coincola 

40 and2i..2'— '• 

Do. do 

40 and 2.... 2'—'- 

Cossaes Cogmaria 


Mulmulls Santipore 


Do. Cossajura 


Do. do 

. . . .fine 40 and 3 3''12^‘ 

Cbowtars from the aurungs where the real 
chowtars are provided I'S'* 


That they could not then contract for any omorra goods as the 
weavers who were at those aurungs were dispersed, but if the 
troubles should cease within two months that then they would 
•provide some and acquaint us of the quantity, that if we should 
agree to those terms they would lower the prices of the mul- 
muUs Santipore superfine and Cossajura muhnulls superfine 
one rupee per peice less than last year’s contract but could not 
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?^as aGiposited -in Ydar ■Hon6lirS'''-tr(rds‘Uf5r dii'‘Wc‘o\iiit''df-"PafT^ 
'■•Deepchand} '*iVhich‘vJith the-Pj:‘e§l'dehV’s'‘ahsw&f'’'‘was';‘f6fwSf’ded 
by 'that- ship. ' ‘Yoiir HoWouS ’v/ill'-Yfee' tIVd'«^e'‘^ Wfter 
~our -Consultation 'of the '^GiH FibHlayy fdr- ' Vour ''‘HoViites^ 
'notice of v/hich v/e hdve'n'6t'biEiard'’any.'1:bhlg‘fdtllier'slnce;'' 

‘L;-''" ;oi. -vson; i-; 

... . 96.. The gentlemen at Cossimbuzar .wrote, us,, the. 22nd. Febru- 

'ary last that they heard from the Durbar a party of.jvlpr^.ttoes 
had plundered and burnt Bogglepore and that a large body of 


'davadr With' infentioils, 'as ' it 'Was "said, - to 'pirobcBd 'tov>d?ds 
'Berb'oon. 

'97- V7e acquainted yoiir Honours'ahno ^74 [ '] tfiat'wV bad* re- 
ceived into the treasury the' estate of Haiee Samis, a Turk-,;who 
departed thxs' life intestate, which' the' Nabob' has since claimed 
“35 be died ih this country and nohe bf bis teiatiohs‘ever;appear- 
cd-'or sent to demand it, and^ the "gentlernen ‘at .Cossjmbuzar 
giving us to understand that unless ‘v/e"fcc)rhplie'd "tbefdwUh'’tjhe 
iJtiabob would order forces ‘On, their 'factory, which y/ould'have 
.'been: attended; v/ilh; furthers expense to ;Ypur>3Eionours, '.we.-.em- 
'pqwered them„tp;pay hi^,.,v/hich suin being .ARs,,.5092"lf'9 thfey 
. di5charged..;as advised.'.of , the ^th ultimo- 'When'.the. Nabob, de- 
manding interest thereon, they represented that the inoney was 
'alv/ays rcadyrand rnfght -have ’bfeen received sooner if 'hpEJliCd for 
- arid' compounded -at last ibr' Arcot'Rs.^'48b"4*j3,'*a‘much I'ess suVn 
than the interest for So''mahy''y4kt's Had' 'he' irisisted ori' receiv- 
‘ ing-it. - A^ea'ble to'bur bfders'there'dn they got a receipt from 
'the' Nabob and tralisihiited' a impy' thereof to' iis, 

'98.'Under dale the llth 'May, the ^’gentiemen "at 
buzar v/rote us that the Nabob had surrounded the French 
i,factory-with his forces. for some ^ime and s^pped.their busi- 
j ness , at .idl .their settlements on account, of , a diBput€,y/i^hi the 
Durbar v/hich, as they v/cre infohned. was accommodated for 
50,000 Sicca Rupees. 

53. The President on the' 30th' Ivfey' layed’ before us a tetter 
■from the Na'tob ■ dorhandi'ng Ra'mlcisscnseat^ to' be * sent Him%r 
having brought do’^-h' goods without paying "the ICiuxa'sfav'ad isyre 
chokey duties, v/hich Ramkissenseat. assuring us v/as false and 
declaring that he never had^any ^oods wiihout' Your* Honours’ 
du-Svick, the Prcr.ident wrote him in'ariswer that as he %va.s a 
.great debitor. of Your Honours :and his enemies told this falsity 
of him in order to ruin him and detriment-Your HonourB^'afFair5» 
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48. The day following we repeated our instances to them 
for contracting on the same terms as last year and for reducing 
the prices of those sortments as mentioned iii oiir Consultation 
of the 10th June but they replied that they could not possibly 
comply therewith and it was not in their power to provide any 
more of the following goods (being about half the quantity 
ordered in the list of investment)' than 


Addatios fine 

* • • • • • » 

... 2000 pieces • 

Dooreas Coinoola 

... * ... 

2500 

Do. do. 

40 and 2 

3000 

Do. Cossajura 

... 

3000 

Mulmulls Santiporo 


1500 

Mulmulls Cossajura 

... 

■4000 

Do. do. 

40 and 3 superfine - 

500 

Cossaes Cogmaria 

... 

1000 


49. The 27th June they proposed to us contracting on the 
same terms as last year viz., one third ready money and two 
thirds dadney, to be allowed interes’t on the former from the 
1st of July and interest on the 50 per cent dadney to commence 
from the 15th June, and on the remaining 35 per cent from 
the 1st of October, to which we told them if it should so happen 
that we could not advance them the 35 per cent in October 
that we should give them notes at interest for the amount, but 
they would not agree to pay the deficiency on the hundred un- 
less we advanced them this percentage in ready money. 

50. Having taken the foregoing proposal under our conside- 
ration we informed them that on condition they would give 
us 40,000 peices of gurrahs and the whole quantity of soot 
romalls ordered and reduce the 

Mulmuls Cossa jura fine of 40 and 2 from 23'^8 to 22'^S 

Do do. superfine. ... 40 and 2 30^ to 27^8 

Dooreas Cossajura 40 and 2 22' to 21'^S^ 

Mulmuls Santipore 40 and 2i 29' to 27'8' 

Yds Yd 

Do. Ballasore 20 and 1 14' to 13'8' 

Cossaes Biisna 40 and 2 20'8 to 19'4^ 

that then, in case of our failure to pay them the 35 per cent in 
October, we would only take the penalty on the deficiency on 
the 85 per cent and contract with them for the other dadney 
anH ready money goods on the same terms as last year, to 
which merchants agreeing, we directed them to deliver in the 
amount of what each of them would contract for, which the 
Export Warehousekeeper laid before us the 4th July with the 
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. of chunam at the following prices, 

Maunds of oyster shell at, 27"-per 100 rads. 

, Do of snaiJ shell at 33"-per 100 rads. . 

on the following conditions viz., to be advanced 5000 Arcot 
Rupees in hand and the ballance in the month of June, to deliver 
■in the chunam by a measure and. the expence' thereof t6 be 
defrayed by Your Honours, and that publick orders should be 
affixed at our fort gates forbidding all persons residing, under 
Your Honours’ protection to purchase chunam of any one except 
the Board, which proposal we accepted of, and the contract 
agreable thereto being signed by him, we advanced him on 
the 5th April 5000 Arcot Rupees and the ballance 13,600"-^'- 
Arcot Rs, on the 27th day of June. 

104. Mr. Robbins returned to Fort St. David the 22nd March 
on Your Honours’ snow the Swallow; '' 

105. We wrote to the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar the 8th 

April, to know if they could provide any sal timbers there,. but 
they informing us, after having made the best enquiry they 
.could, that they could contract for 1000 peices from 11 covids 
to 13 covids in length and from 10 inch to 12 inch in breadth at 
.22 Sicca Rupees per peice, 500 to. be delivered in Calcutta free 
.of all charges in the month of September and 500 in October, 
and gave for reason of their dearness the great distance from 
whence they were brought, large duty paid the government and 
heavy charges attending their being sent down, on which account 
.we forbid them to purchase any. . 

106. We also directed the gentlemen at Dacca to inform us 
if they .could provide any chunam there and the like orders we 
transmitted to Mr. Kelsall at Bulramgurry; the former acquaint- 
ed us, on enquiry they found chunam very scarce and but a 
small quantity to be procured even at so' high a price as from 
40 to 45 rupees per 100 maunds and the latter that it was late 
in the season, he . could not provide above' 1000 mds. of stone 
chunam at about 20 Arcot Rupees per 100 and 50 maunds of 
shell from 22 to 23 per 100 maunds. 

107. We have directed the Jemindar to cut down all the old 

tr^s and under'wood' in and about the town and reserve., them 
till- Mr. Robbins’s arrival, as we judged- this would be a great 
saving to Your Honours in the article of firewood for burning 
bricks. , 

. 108. We have purchased some , timbers and plank, which we 

found answered to Mir. Robbins’s indent, at the prices set down 
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' 56: The several remarks mentioned in the list of invest- 
ment shall have due regard paid to them as our merchants 
bring in the goods contracted for this year. 

57. Omichund on the 7th March, the other merchants refus- 
ing, offered to contract with us for saltpetre at 6"4 Arcot Rupees 
per factory maund to be delivered here clear of all charges 
to Your Honours, which proposal we at that time waved in 
order to look out for other merchants but none offering between 
that time and the 30th May, we again called Omichund before 
us to know what quantity he would engage to provide and on 
what terms, to which he replied that since the above proposal 
he found he could lower the price to 5"14 Arcot Rupees per fac- 
tory maund and at that rate would contract for 68,000 maunds 
under a penalty of ten per cent, to deliver 40,000 mds. into Your 
Honours’ warehouse before the expiration of the month of 
September and the ballance by the last of December, provided 
we allowed him interest on the whole from the first day of 
June. 

58. Ramkissenseat was then asked if he would contract and 
on what terms, to which he promised us an answer the next 
Council day when he informed us he could not engage at that 
time, and on the 25th June informed us he could not contract 
at all, upon which we proposed to Omichund to lower the price 
of his petre from 5"14 Arcot Rupees to 5''4 Arcot to be paid for 
as delivered in, but he absolutely refused contracting at a less 
price. 

59'. Benanderambauboo, a Hughley merchant, offering to de- 
liver us 6,000 maunds of Patna dobarra saltpetre at 5"8" Arcot 
per factory maund to be paid for when delivered, we accepted 
of his proposal on the 1st July and offered Omichund the same 
price for his petre on the 8th when he acquainted us that the 
petre belonged to Coja Wazeed and that he only desired two 
ahaes per maund profit on account his risque, which if we did 
not approve of, he referred us to Coja Wazeed’s gomastah to 
agree with him, who being sent ;f or informed us that his master 
would not sell a part but the whole quantity that. might arrive, 
which he judged would -be about 86,000 maunds, to be delivered 
at Hughley and that he would not settle the price till , he receiv- 
■ed the petre. 

60. On the 22nd July the gomastah of Benanderambauboo 
arrived from Hughley and acquainted us that the petre hi* 
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That their merchants' reasons for demanding these extravagant 
prices were the fineness of the musters fixed on, which were 
woimd off from the finest Novemberbund putney of which 
there was but a small quantity produced this year through the 
want of rain, late troubles in the country and other misfortunes 
and that the French, Dutch and Guzzerattees were buying it up 
at a very high price which would probably make it dearer in a 
few days. 

65. As they were unwilling therefore to lose any time in 
making their contracts that the silk might be wound off before 
the merchants had an opportunity of mixing it with the March- 
bxmd, they then forwarded the musters for our inspection. 

66. On the 4th March we forwarded the list of investment 
and directed them to provide 400 bales of the several sortments 
in proportion to what ordered therein, agreable to those mus- 
ters which we approved of as to their quality, but as we esteem- 
ed the price extreamly high we recommended it to them to use 
their utmost endeavours to lower them. 

67. They acknowledged the receipt of our orders under date- 
the 18th March at which time they acquainted us they had con- 
tracted for the following quantities of silk to be delivered into- 
their cottah by the 15th of May, viz,, 

Kovomber bund 770 maunds 

Gus^zorntt 2G0 

Commorcolly 770 

and as we did not order so large a quantity of silk as the mer- 
chants expected, they with some difficulty brought them to take 
two annas per seer less than the prices advised of in the 64th 
paragraph. 

68. Under date the 31st March they informed us that they 
had contracted for the following quantities of silk piece goods' 
upon the same musters as last year at the undermentioned pri- 
ces, one half to be delivered into the cottah by the 30.th June,, 
and the other by the last of October. 

•‘Pieces Per piece .. 


Taffaties 

21 and 2i . 

5 76 at DMBs 

9-^9 

Do red 

21 and 2^ 

1025 at 

fns 

Do striped 

21 and 2i 

1045 at 


Silk lunge romals 

U and 14 

2000 at 
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ftfae fPrincess .Amelia. s%vhen rshe -was itaken -iby .tliLe.'^i^ftiioh ,ut 
Madrass Road, on his petition to..^uccae.d 

in the ship was accordingly appointed as we had no objection 
^to 'his -edacity 'or character. 

>116. Mr. ^Walter^Stainforth .whom Xonr .Honqvirs ^^tgrjained 

va'W'riteriin your .service, arrived vhere 'frpm Fprt.St.,Davids- 
ttlie 15th ^i3dy,>when,w.e..5tatiQnedKhim,jn^t}ie.j?Qttak!, and 'lijpgsi^s. 
-'Johnstone .and .rSyJkes, ..who ^took ..their .^ags^e ,.pn >the 
•troughj-.on..theirtanrivid>xv.ere,-asked\haw!C,ap.t.'sD’A'i^cei;;gnejfeqat- 
ed them in the passage, to which they repHed.:eJiAre?iiUy\'Ye,ll. 
The former we have stationed in the Accomptant’s office and 
ithe.latter.inithe+Secceta^y's. 

117. Edward Eyles Esqr. having had our permission to come-' 
‘■to XJalcutta '•’f or aifewfdaysjto-'5tramacttfsome'h,usihass,ton the 
'il7th-imtimo’requeste'd.tour leave -to relinquish hisUChdefelajpaat 
t-Gossiihbuzar-nnd.to^beiadnutted toihjs seat attour ^.o^rds fSVbieh- 
■;we complied!A\ltii:aiJd^rder©drhim:.to:take»sharge.-ftfrth.e g^gjal 

books, and Mr. William 'aEytcIie? being ?next in-ts.uQQ§s^i 9 n i?i^s^ 
„^ppointed. Chief ,of .that ,f aetp)^’^ . in. his :^om. 

118. On tlie 29th ultimo 1^. Fytclje^et,.qut4or^,Qo^mbp?i?r, 
at which time we directed Mr. Matthew CoUett, with whom’ 

*^Mr.*]^ies'haid'entruste’d ■the-eare'-df that'factqry,'to-deliver the 
'same over'to him’iihmediately on‘his 'arriv&l-'Vdth'the hallance 
•'6f , cash, Vbo6ks of 'accounts arid -all -other'papers'.belonging ».to- 
■‘Your’ Honours. 

119. Your Honomrs will observe a letter entered after. qur 
Consultation of the 22nd July from. Messrs. Baldrick and *God- 

.'‘dard'who'were~meriibers '6f'the Mayor’s' Court, rat the time the 
‘ 2000 .'Arcot ' Rupees were “paid, for granting the • administration 
'Of ' Captain -'Lloyd’s - estate, ' as -also ‘tlie 'enquiry -we -made -con- 
cerning that Tribe, entered on the face of our Consultation-hrfd 
ilhe'same day,i/but'as'r.Mr.vOrme was^at.^EorfeSt.jpavid ,to..which 
'•place *we penmittddi him tojigofiEor;the-;recoveryoof':his'hfia3lthr 
"Wei transmittedithef Gm^ernorfiandiCouncil thereia.- cQpy«'Of\:the 
’'73rd 'paragraphfibf kyour commands per HardvsdQki.to SPa.ke'ithe 
' enquiry: >therein'direoted' and: itransraitnusvithe*'result. 

■ 120.*Mr. ‘John 'Bellamy ‘the- son of "the 'ReVd. -Mr. ■Ger\^as 
Bellamy, one of Your Honours’ chaplains, being in- the sixteenth 
•'yearJPf-ihis.age^as-.-wilL'.appearobyjthe'^PgiSteri'Ropkt and being 
'.qualified! inmll. othen respects for .your.- service, v>we.s.again',tske 
'the? liberty, -to. Tecommfindjhimittoijbe entertained*??: a^wiKitei; at 
» any t«of-, your'-, settlements. 
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That their merchants’ reasons for demanding those high pri- 
ces were as follow: in regard to the jammawars there was not 
above one or two men who knew how to make them and they 
would not undertake them without suitable encouragement to 
make amends for the bad debts they commonly incurred by 
advancing money to the weavers to engage them to stay with 
them, which was not so much the case with respect to the other 
sorts of silk peice goods, and that the price of the conchees for 
chinting was only in proportion to what cotton peice goods 
bore anno 1732 when the last chints were provided and this 
year. 

71. They likewise informed us that none of their merchants 
would undertake the jammawars with running flowers, the 
people who used to make them being dead or run away. 

72. On inspecting those musters and finding them excessive 
dear we directed them to provide only 40 peices of the flowered 
stript taffaties, 20 peices of the jammawars and two bales of 
chints, and to provide the Rungpore silk agreable to our former 
orders in proportion to the quantity directed in the list of invest- 
ment, endeavouring to raise the fineness of ye letter C, and 
send us the musters for our approbation. 

« 

73. Under date the 24th April they wrote us that they had, 
on contracting for the taffaties and chints, reduced the former 
half a rupee per peice and the latter a rupee and an half per 
corge, and forwarded a muster of Rungpore silk which, if we 
should approve of, they could contract for 40 maunds accord- 
ing to the following proportions and prices, being as much as 
the fine Novemberbund putney produced near Rungpore would 
yield of the 3 letters only: 

A 6 jTijiunds at 7' DMBs. 

B 17 6'12 

C 17 C'8 

40 maunds 

and acquainted .us that their merchants being at first unwilling 
to provide any of this silk, they encreased the quantity of white 
Rungpore, thinking it would be acceptable to Your Honours 
but if we should disapprove thereof they could easily forbid 
100 maunds. and that the reason for so much difference in the 
prices of those two sortments was owing to the white Rungpore 
being finer and in much greater demand. 

125 Dir. of Arch. 
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rrefusal, we ordered the Accoraptant to prepare the accounts of 
rfour or five merchants and lay the same before us, ■ 

125. The 16th May -he brought iii the accounts of Radda- 

churn Metre and Tillickchund, who being called before ' us 
•seperately, we prevailed on them to sign, and directed him to 
draw out the others accordingly. . - . . 

126. The next day he laid before us the accounts of i!mun- 

chund, Nianchund and -Sooberambysaack, who being c^led in 
aeperately, the two former signed their accounts, but Sooberam- 
bysaack, persisting in an obstinate refusal and it appearing to 
us most probable from this and some other circumstances that 
he had been greatly instrumental in working up several of the 
other nierchants to the same refusal, we agreed and accordingly 
acquainted him that we should allow him 3 ‘days to consider 
of it and if then he would not sign his accounts we should dis- 
miss him from Your Honours’ business. 

127. Being accordingly called before us the 20th to sign his 

account drawn out agreable to his contract he told us . that he 
esteemed his contract of ho validity, and payed.no regard to 
it and therefore would not sign. Upon wiuch we directly dis- 
missed him from the dadhey and forbad him coming' to the 
factory. . ‘ . . ' ■ ’ 

128. The Cotmahs on the 23rd May desiring a few days to write 

to their brethren about signing their accountSj -we acquiesced 
thereto, but Ramkissenseat being required to si^n his account 
and absolutely refusing to comply, we forbad him the factory 
and dismissed him the dadney, . ‘ 

129. We then called upon Omichund who objected to ,the 
signing his account as he was debited for the ballance of his 

. saltpetre contract Current Rupees 30,167"?' - but tqld us, if 
.we would pay him his ballance .or giye him an interest -note 
to be paid him on the arrival of the first ship, he. would sign 
..'it, and in case Your Honours.. should order, the saltpetre bal- 
lance to be returned him that he should have credit for it, to 
which we would not agree and allowed him till the following 
Council day to give his answer whether he would sign or not. 

130. On the 27th following Luckicondseat requesting us to 
admit his unde Ramkissenseat to ask pardon for his obstinacy 
and promising to sign his accounts and go on with Your 

■ Honours’ investment, he was accordingly admitted and signed 
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Puttichund,.in case, he should, demand any of this.monw, that, 



hiih otit ’ol the: bullidh. 

.T/'n ; fco.-in;!'- 


78. Under date the 7th July they dispatched 72 bales of 
.^rrahs. anjl doosutjties and remarked that; the 2 bales: of; fine 
doosutties of.l5.,covids and 1, 1/8. covid, were part of.- what; we or- 
dered last, season, for. St, Helena and. in • consegumce of: our. 
orders of the 18th ultimo they, sent us down. 56- bales, of; raw, silk; 



of their ^ills of deM bn accotint their conirac^ for gurrahs, bu^^ 
Kissendub\ frqm ’whoin they bbpbwed a’ sum of^mbne^^^ 
beginning of the year,’ insisting^ on being, paid in part ‘ 
tkey were obliged to deliver Ibiim lour 'chests, as likewis 


thereof, 
likewise fiye toT 



their gurrahs contracts, at the same time informing iis, it being 
so late in the season, they feared they should fall fgreatly short 
in that article. ■ '■ 

80. On, the, 7th instant we received. 56 balfis of raw silk from 
thence which bn opening and 'inspecting we" found in gWefal 
to be unequal to the musters, particularly the Guzzerat which 
was harsh and the E of tlie Contrttercolly vety louty ‘and 'full 
•of sifta' and fulky, but on inspecting the invoice' ive' obServM- 
the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar had cut' the 'ttiertShanfe * 'v^‘‘ 
largely, on this accoxmt, 

81. The 18th April, Mr. Clerembault being ready to return to., 
his Chiefship at Dacta we forwarded by him the: list of investr. 
ment with 10 bales of dooreas Cossajurah, 2 bales of mulmuUs. 
aijd 1 bale of fitoe Jtfgdea^ humjnu.ms- for flowemg. 

82. Under date the 22nd of that month they forwarded to us 
the list bf^piittuh clbth'tKey had given tout' money fdr|^on Hife* 
list of iiivestiAent for last‘year:^and'i&formed"us‘ that had they- 
waited any longer it v/duld^bfe itobossible ■^to' cdmply t^^ 

•i^iS; seaspi^ v^hich added to ??Kepqh business .bei^ upon the 
point.' of clearance, Ija|' they‘'^eferre4 cqp^^^ l^ep,, 

have greatly enhaocbd ’ the. price of cl.bfh. and, made- if difficult 
It not impossible, to procure what they wanted. 

tv" 
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135, T}}p. twp, bills, of, exchange, g,j;ani|Cd anno, 17.i8 ■^Ycre 
.•aftCOuntc,d foi^, £91^,^;, llic. one. lo; Mr^ George. Gray^ fpr. 
Current Rs. 3G86"i5"'- payable, to^ Mr. Rober.i Coult, or order 
at 2/2 per rupee is £St. being the ballancc duo on an 

mter^^t n^otc, dated tbe.2|st.day o^ p,cccmbcr 17.47, .in, the names 
•of, IVfoi^sr?,' Jaf^Kon and, for. Current Rs. 16,'5pri"9"9. v/Hicb 
nqte beingt lost or. mislaid. Mr.' Gray entered into a bond to 
liijK^ernnifj/ Vouc Honours, off and from all payments that miglit 
be made hereafter, on, the said interest note’s being found, which 
bond of indemnity is deposited in the hands of ye President. 


The other to Mi\ Cruttenden for CRs. 1714"4"6 payable lo 
Mr. Robert Cliff or order at 2/4 per rupee is £St, 2pp"“''-'v/as 
endorsed off an interest note in the name of Mr. George 
Williamson doted the 5th December 1748 for rupees 3000"-“-, 
which omission at that time Your Honours' will see is rectified 
in our books- ballanced April 1750. 


136. VJ^e now proceed to giye Your Honours an account of 
what sums of money we have granted bills of exchange for, and 
first of those at twO shiilings and three pence (2/3) peV rupee':'* 


Op the 9th August to. the rcyerend Mr. 
Gervas Bellamy on Ins own account 
Cpirrent Rupees seven hundred’ and 
eleven, one' ahnae and nine pie 
(7iri"9) ' payable to Mr. ' ’Thomas 
Popfjret or oyde? at (2/3) per rap^ ’is 


£St. 80V 


On the 15th August to Messrs. Fytche and 
Burrow on’ their owm account Cur- 
rent Rupees twelve, thousand five 
hundred and nine, ten anhaes and 
three pie (12,509"10"3) payable to 
Joseph Godfrey Esqr. or William 
Wake Esqr. or their order at 2/3 per 
rupee' is £St. 1407"6"8 


•On the 15th do to Mr. Jonathan Ranson on 
his owa account Gurr.ent Rupees, 
seven, thousand (7QQD).. .payable,' to, 
WilUam D.ayis, Es.qr. apji. Cap,t;. 
.Thomas. Hill, Of - o^der-.at. ..2-/3..ppr. 
rupee is , .. 



20 AUGUST 1751 


517 


Weather there this season had so damaged the cotton harvest 
that it rose from 7 and 8 annaes to 12 and 13 annaes per seer so 
that in their baftaes which weigh near If seer there arises a 
-difference of I rupee per piece, which extraordinary rise hinder- 
ed them from making that improvement in their cloth which 
they wrote us in January last they expected: however from the 
advantage of our early remittances they had kept their cloth up 
to muster. 

90. The 30th following they informed us that the boat which 
they dispatched to us as mentioned in the foregoing paragraph 
was split on a sand near Rammutcally and that all .the cloth was 
sunk, on which Mr. Baillie sent Mr. Playdell thither immediate- 
ly, who informed him that the. people had recovered about 50 
bundles on Your Honours’ and private accounts and that he was 
in hopes, when the macraes were over, they would be able to 
recover the greatest part if not the whole, .but under date the 
26th July they wrote us that they had no prospects to recover 
any more than ye above quantity. 

< 

91. We forwarded thither the 24th ultimo the list of invest- 
ment for this year, drawn out agreable to Your Honours’ list-per 
Hardwick, with such paragraphs of your commands by that 
ship as related to them, to which we enjoyned a strict obedience. 

92. Mr. Henry Kelsall, Resident at Bulramgurry, acknow- 
ledged the receipt of Your Honours’ list of investment under 
date the 26 April and promised to use his utmost endeavours 
witli the weavers to make them bring in the quantity demanded 
and the 22nd July last we forwarded the list of goods to be 
provided there, drawn out agreable to Your Honours’ orders per 
Hardwick. 

93. The account sales of the damaged goods in the cottah 
which were put up at outcry the 29th April amounting to CRs. 
4430"8"3 is herewith sent. 

94. We have now made good our promise to Your Honours 
an the 41st paragraph and hoping it will meet with your appro- 
bation shall proceed to the fourth established head. 

Concerning the trade of India and therein any transactions 'loith 
the country Government. 

95. Wlien the Warren was under dispatch the President 
Teceived a letter froth CojaWazeed demanding the- money which. 
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eight thousand two hundred and eighty six, thirteen anngps or 
pounds sterling twenty nine thousand and, fifty seven, five shil- 
lings and three pence (£St. 29057"5"3); 

137. We come next to advise Your Honours of w;hat sums we 
have granted bills of exchange for at two shillings and one- 
penny (2/1) per rupee. 


On the 15th August to the Hon’ble Adam 
Dawson Esqr. on his own account 
Current Rupees eight thousand five 
hundred and thirty six, seven annaes 
and six pice (CRs. 8536"7"6) payable 
to Mr. Solomon Franco or order at 
2/1 per rupee is 

On the 19th dd to IMh. Joshua Bodley on 
his own account Current Rupees four 
hundred and eighty (480) payable to 
Mr. Henry Jacques or Mrs. Susannah 
Bodley or order at 2/1 per rupee is 


£St. 8Sri"^ 


£St 50"-"- 


On the 19th do to Mr. Antonio Da Couti 
on his own account Current Rupees 
one thousand five hundred ' and 
twenty, ten annaes (1520"10"-) pay- 
able to Mrs. Ann Barton and Mrs. 

Elizabeth Bar well at 2/1 per rupee 
is £St. i59"JC"4- 


The whole amount of bills drawn at two shillings and one- 
penny per rupee is Current Rupees ten thousand five hundred 
and thirty seven, one annae and six pice (CRs. 10537"1"6) or 
pounds sterling one thousand and ninety nine and seven pence- 
(£St. 1099"-"7). ’ 


138. We have likewise granted three certificates of one ten- 
our and date for the following sums: 

On the 15th. August to Messrs. Fytche and 
Burrow accoxmt Capt. Matthew Court 
Current Rupees twO; thousand four 
hundred and twenty one, twelve 
annaes and nine pice ■ (2421"12"9): 


- On the 15th -August .to Captain John 
Somner on his own account Current 



20 AUGUST 1751 


519 


he hoped and desired he would favour himjso far.as to desist from, 
this demand, that your investment might not be impeded and 
that we through his kindness might continue in Your Honours^ 
favour, since which time having heard nothing further on this 
head we arc in .gijEat hqpes he has desisted fipm his demand. 

100 . The gent^epien at Da^ca in a letter dated the 27 June, 
having infpnned jjs that j^eir Ifabpb .on a friyplo.i^ prptenc^ 
had stopped their business, ,we tranOTi^d a gf tjieir Iptr 
ier to the gentlempn at .Cpssinibuzar and directed them tp apply 
tp* l^p>yarris ^lahraud .Cawn to send an prd^ to hfe paib tp 
clear iit, jjut tiipir Nahpb pf his p^yn accor^l, .^thput any pjresppt 
pr cpnjposjtipn ipongy, returpi^ the mutc^ulcas an(i pleared 
Your Honours’ business therp. 

101 . Under date the 30 th ultimo the geptl,ejn.en at Cossins-' 

bjizar Informed us that Hopkumbeg acquajnte.d them that our 
phirmaund bpjng pf no validity 

and must ■| 3 e‘rpnewp^,"gth^ Ypur l^npurs mwst pay the 

dsM?! ?f ^.8: iRi.a&inp ^ Wt 

knq^y of this dpipapd buj: ^’ere af yajd. if Hpqkuml^pg s.hpqld Piit 
him ip mipd thprepf, thgy might by his instigation mske it a 
prptencp to e^apt a l^rgp sum pf anpnpy frpip Ypup Honours, 
and as ^.ey wgrp appcehgnsive the Ijusine^ ‘vyould be stppped 
^ess Hpokunibeg Hv?® tp e:?ert 

Muiropt’iyhl^ Hpplm^peg^ views, yrere in 
making this demand and inforrp us as sppn as possible in w"hat 
manner he was to be satisfied. 

Fifthly, concerning |prtj;fca^pns, busings and r^je^mi^ 

102. Under this head we are to acqua^t Yqi^ l^onpurs of 

Mr. Robbins’s arrival here on the llth’ M^ch*^ 'the' ^w^p^ 
snow and on the 21st following he deliyered us a letter concern- 
ing the materials he should want for ' 

Your Honours entrusted to his 'manag^'^t,’'''^ch ypu ydtl 
find entered after that day’s Consultation. ' * • > ' 

Robbins’, letter under pur 
cpnsid^^tionTand h^p present, we sent for ' (^vincfc^ 

Me|rpi ^ 0 ‘1^(± l^np^dM, and asked him to contract for the 
sundries wanted and at the prices afiBxed thereto, when he 
Msured us^he coidd^np,! engagements for the 

fecjm tod but tPr thq.yrholej quantity 
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Mrs. Johnson; yrido.y? of Jffr. i^lphi OTohnson. one of Your 
Honours’ Cjoyenanfed servants, -vvho, departed this life 
about 9 or 10 years ago, since, which time she has 
received a monthly pension of 35 rupees. Her age 50. 

Mrs. Hamiltqn, widow of Capt, Robert Hsunilton yi'ho 
departed this life anno 1749 after having served Your 
Honours 31 years, has received 35 rupees per month 
since her husband’s deznise. Her age 31. 

Mrs„. Hewman, -v^idovi: of ^qhn Newman, pilot in Your 
Honours’ se^yipe. for several years.. He departed this 
life anno 1738, since ■vKhich time she has received a 
pension, ojE 20, rupees per month. Aged 45. 

Mrs. Sinsnick was relict of Gilbert Sinsnick, one of Your 
Honours’ pilots. She received a pension of 20 rupees 
from the time of her husband’s demise till her dea;fti 
in 1749 and we shall observe your directions not to 
make such allowances for the future without Your 
Honours’ permission., 

143. As the invalids who receive allowances from Ypur 
Honours came more properly under the cognizance, of the 
Major than the Buxey, we directed the former to pay them 
and- they are mustered at the same time, with the military. The 
list of them with the particular account of’ each, drawn out 
agreable- to- Your Honours’ orders, is enclosed in the box. of 
books per Dragon with the general muster- roll of this gamson 
and: a particular roll of each company. 

IjA. Charles. Beauvoir, one of Your Honours’ covenanted 
seryanisy departed this life the 9th instant, as. did Captain 
Philip D’ Auvergne of the Scarborough on the- same day and 
likewise Mr. John Sisson another of Your Honours’ covenanted 
secants on the 13th, of fevers. 

145., As we had no oi?jections; to the capacity and character 
of Mr. Pin^n. Bonham, chief male of the Scarborough, and as 
he bore an exceeding good character, we appointed, Mm to 
succeed Captein D’Auvef^e in the comipaiid of that ship, and 
on Captain Bonham’s representation to us that the other offi- 
ceifS . were, unacquainted with the. stow^o of Your Hpnoure’ 
^oods. and thinking it ^solutely necessary- toi appo.int a chief 
mate, 'vye. syi:pre kfr. Ricjiar^d; Mpny? into that, offipe,. who came 
out second officer of the Dragon, as, Captain. K^t acquainted 
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151. Enclosed we transmit Your Honours our running cash 
and treasury accounts for this month as also the open account 
current of this Presidency. 

152. We have laden bn the Britannia 1200 bags of saltpetre 
and 900 mds. of redwood which we have consigned to Your 
Honours as per invoice and bill of lading enclosed amounting 
to CRs. 17735. 

153. Mr; William McGwire who dispatches the Britannia to 
Fort St. Davids will advise Your Honours of the time he dis- 
patches her from below, of her draught of water and what 
else he may find necessary from thence. 

154. We wish her a safe and speedy passage and are' 

May it please Your Honours 

Your most faithful and most obedient humble servants 

A. Dawson/Roger Drake Junr/Jno. Hollond/E. H. 

Cruttenden /James Blachford/Wm. Watts/Thos. 

Burrow/C. Manningham/Richd. Becher. 

Fort William, 

August 20th 1751. 

(Ref: Copies of records obtained from India Office, Letter to 
Court. 1749/51, Vol; 16, ,pp. 225—279. 

Home Public Letters to Court, Vol. 2, 1751-52, pp. 1—53. 

1. Paras 97-98, 107, 109, 116, published in. Long’s Selections, 
pp. 28-29. 

2. Paras 102, 103, 107, .108 published in Wilson’s OM Fort 
WtZltam, Vol. I, pp. 235-36.) . • 


22 . 

LETTER DATED 2 SEPTEMBER 1751 

Death o/ Major John. Holland and appointment of Copt. 
Gcorpn Minchin as. Commandant — treasure received from 
Bofnbap — Hakim Bep\r demand for the renewal of the ftrmnr 
of 1717. 

O the ilon’blo the Court of Director.*; for Affairs , of the 
Hon'bic the United Company of. Merchant.-; .of England 
tradirg to the En.^t Indies. 
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in Yoiir Honours’ Carpenter’s report of them, entered after our 
Consultation of the 8th instant, - 

109. In obedience to your orders in the 43rd paragraph of 
Your Honours’ commands per Hardwick we acquainted the 
Armenians that they must pay consulage on their' exports 
equally witn the covenanted sv’rvants and affixed publick 
orders at our fort gates forbidding all persons within Your 
Honours’ limits to export any goods from Calcutta without a 
permit from the Consulage Collector, under pain of having such 
goods confiscated. 

‘Sixthly, concerning factors, officers, writers and their accompts. 

410. Your Honours’ surgeons representing to us on the 4th 
, of March that they were in want of medicines as those that 
were saved from the Lynn were rendered useless by being 
under water, we permitted them to purchase such as they 
wanted for their immediate occasions. 

111. On the 7th March we appointed Mr. Culling Smith assis- 
tant at Cossimbuzar factory. 

112. The President at the request and on the recommenda- 
tion of Mr. Robbins gave him a commission for Mr. Godwin to 
be second lieutenant fireworker here, that gentleman being 
upon the Coast, and on the recommendation of Major John 

. Hollond he gi’anted an ensign’s commission to Mr. Robert Tal- 
bot. 

113. On the 8th May Mr. Hamlet Leigh, an e^ign in Yotm 
Honours’ service, departed this life of a fever, as did Mr. Francis 
Wollaston one of Your Honours’ covenanted servants on the 6th 
June. 

114. The gentlemen at Fort St. Davids -wrote us per Dragon 
that they were induced (it being so apparently for Your 
Honours’ interest) to detain the 22 recruits designed us by that 
ship, as they should aU the others when they arrived there, 
which they were the readier induced to, as they shall have so 
many opportunities of sending them to us as soon as they coul 

- spare them. 

115. Mr. William Fullerton, on receipt of Your Honours’ 
. orders per -Dragon to succeed Messrs. Gray or Holwell ^ one 

of your surgeons here, was in obedience thereto immediately 
. appointed,, and- Mr. John Bristow who was surgeon’s mate of 
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shall beg leave to stand referred to two other letters on this 
subject which are translated and entered after this day’s Minu- 
tes. 


7. The gentlemen at Cossimbuzar under date the 27th August 
wrote us that the Nabob passed by their factory, as they are 
informed, in his way to Cutwab, 

8. They advised us at the same time that, having in their 
godowns as much Comercolley silk as would compleat Your 
Honours’ orders in this year’s investment and the merchants not 
having brought in the whole quantity in time agreable to their 
contracts, they have forbid them bringing in any more and this 
they were the rather induced to, as the merchants refused to 
'give them the ’three head letters, alledging that they had con- 
tracted for the ’five, and as their merchants likewise refused 
to let them have the two first letters of the white Rungpore, 
having entered into contract for the A. B. and C. and as Your 
•Honours had forbid this article unless they could procure the 
A, and B. only and the merchants not having brought in any 
of this sortment, though their contract time was elapsed, they 
told them they should not take it, but as this resolution would be 
a very great hardship should they abide thereby, they request- 
ed our orders thereon, to which we shall reply and direct them 
to comply with their contracts for the Rungpore silk and to be 
cautious how they refuse the Comercolley, should iheir mer- 
chants -insist on their having provided it in consequence of 
'their teeps, least Your Honours might incur bad debts thereby. 

'9. 'Your Honours in the 73rd paragraph of your orders per 
Hardwick directed us to send Mr. George Alexander, surgeon, 
to Europe but as we are well assured that Your Honours^ have 
been misinformed in respect of his leaving the Edgbaston without 
permission, from his address to us and copy of the letter 
*Capt. Tidderman wrote to the President on this occasion, whic 
he produced to the Board believing it to be a true one, to which 
we beg leave to stand referred, the former being entered 
our Consultation of the 26th ultimo and the latter being enclosed 
in this packet and further to Mr. Clerimbault’s and his Counci s 
recommendation of him in their letter dated the 19th Augus . 

IQ. We are now to advise Your -Honours what further sums 
we have granted bills of exchange for, at two shillings and 
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I'-’ •'■'W' B SHalPSSifi^Jy ’'WilH'^our-'itfbriburs’^df^^^ -for 'ifeia’diiife: 

the commissidn“\'^ich *yoU-U‘^sign''for'‘il!(ffa]dr -HolTond'^^^^ iid’dd 
.,of -.the military, when H comes to hand. ^He desires 'to :return 
sYour^Honours -thanks, for this .mark of your'favour and’to assure 
jvou.he will: make. U his study .to^^ up to your orders relating: 

to the regulation in the milit^^., 'He begs leave at ‘the s^e 

4-I444. 



“Mosmah 

“as _ 

Hhdt'Tae -ejterled 'himself '■’dll''ih ■ his -power ' to WArks'-'disc^lfeifiig. 
'the igan^soh'aWd'folldWitfg'the^Tpldh'^ajb'r 3\ffi6sihSa deSij|iied 
^ahd'we^ are" well c6iivii^Cfed,Uhr''b’af^acKs^^ai^e^-btnlt,'*=the!y*’6^^6t- 
’^iTi’^rly'resp'ect be ^k^^pt'Tn- tetter' 6’rter. 

Seventhly, ^ toucliirig- accompis. 

J < ' t. • -I i „ • - ' 

122. In our address per Warreti we at'quainted-Ycfur'Honolirs^ 



^ihe's^'e* lime aSsdi'e*d‘'y6u‘ttet'^om’’'it?fi6st"dfidd&'{^dfirsMn^'^Jie- 
'-mtenrn'"w’ere ^ ^6t 'W&'ntnng. 

’ l|3.|ln‘ cohsequerice'^llereof '^i^e ‘ called, them heiore -us • on 
’■'ihe ■*22nd ‘ April * and * proposed 'settling ^ tfieir accounts ’ a^e^l^le- 
to the statement entered after that day’s Consultation, to’ wmch 
they repli,ed ^they would ‘willingly -'pay the-= penalty omthe'^defi- 
;ciency of*, the 85 pep- cent, in-’ case 'they had -been adyanced ready' 
money op ^bonds in lieu thereof,; and on- account, -of ;th^ troubltes 
pccasioned by the Morattbes at the aurungs to which *they send 
their own money their goods * frequently ^ come -'in very'- short,, 
for which reason they looked upon themselves as cleared from. 



'te’kllo^yd interest dn^ the 85i'^'ei^ b^t‘'’huf~briS^fiat‘^’they%6li'^er' 
'■m. We'‘ifien'‘int6rindd'^th^m'’tliat ’■^e''*§h6iiid indst-bn ’tfidir 
*’aid]uktifig^their'^'ab‘6ottr£ts kg^'eki)le’W*^W’kb6^emieiit^bh■id'^tdle— 
‘'^nen£*'ar^d*d^^e^^ted the''Ab'6ytKptdiit‘to‘^litaw'tiiem'''B{it''hccbrddh^-- 

^ ^ , 

124.* On* the 29th April assuring us^ that they could not si^- 

them* thus made out, we shewed them how their accounts were- 
settled '■'^iino'' 1740 •''’aiid*'ih^Tstdd‘''6n''th'mr -■bhmplying"with the- 
■*'Saihe';'adjdEitiftbht’^'"ek‘tf4ptifig - in ’ IbigSi’d ^to ■ ’the-ilfirtd'hs, ’ wifieh 
•^account- niUst"be='Bfetfl§d th6'‘S'dirid ad’lasf ^ear| bUt'ttey'xe&Sed 
^'to '•’comply ^thb're’i*b'th“bttd^-bn''-the"'9th''‘’May-‘p(|^^fthg?-ah‘t^ 
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1 • ,On 29th Ultimo to Gapt. Geo Minchin 
account the estate of Major Mosman 
for CRs. 2470''-"- 

On 2nd instant of Cant. Henry Kent on 

his own account for CRs. 11,990">"“ 

On do. of Messrs. Fytche and Burrow ac- 
count the estate of William Wake Esqr. 
deceased for . CRs. 53,333"5"6 

14. The whole amount of certificates granted is Current 
Rupees sixty seven thousand seven hundred and ninety three, 
five annses and six pice (CRs. 67,793"5"6). 

15. Captain Kent on the 29th ultimo requested six hundred 
Arcot Rupees and on the 2nd instant thirteen hundred Arcot 
Rupees more for the further expences of the Dragon, which 
we have complied with and enclosed in this packet Your 
Honours will find his requests and receipts for those sums. 

16. Capt. Kent having acquainted us that he lost foixr an- 
chors in the river we have directed the Master Attendant to fix 
buoys on them that they may be taken up when the freshes 
are over. 

17. We acquainted Your Honours in the 101st paragraph of 
our address under date the 20th ultimo of the demand made 
by Hookumbeg for the renewing Your Honours’ phirmaund and 
for what has passed since on this affair we must beg leave to 
ref err Your Honours to our private Consultation enclosed in 
this packet. 

18. We have laden on board this ship sundry goods and mer- 
chandize which goes consigned to Your Honours as per invoice 
and bill of lading enclosed amounting to Current Rupees 
722,400"-"-. 

19. We have also laden on her sundry stores for the use of 
Your Honours’ island St. Helena as per copy of the invoice and 
bill of lading enclosed amounting to Current Rupees 1,375"13 3. 

20. The captain having signed his bills of lading here we 
send them enclosed in the packet and have given him direc- 
tions to call at Fort St. Davids to receive such advices,- as the 
^resident and Council there may think proper to transmit by 
her. 
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them, as did Sooberambysaac after having made proper sub- 
mission. The other merchants were then called before us and- 
signed their respective accounts. 

• 131. From the abovementioned obstinacy of the merchants'' 
Your Honours will see the reasons for not beginning the invest- ■ 
ment sooner and we are in hopes Your Honours will favour us 
with your approbation of the measures we took to bring the- 
merchants to pay due obedience to your orders. 

132. The gentlemen at Jugdea enclosed to us under date the- 
14th June their account current made up to the 30th April, 
wherein it appeared that the delolls had not paid any of the an- 
nual 10,000 rupees, but as they threatened them with violent mea- 
sures in case they did not comply ivith their agreement, they 
were in hopes of recovering a part, though no more than they ' 
did last year, and the excuse they gave for not paying was the 
hardships they suffered by Mr. Blachford’s puttun money, not 
scrupling to say it was so much entire loss to them, and if we- 
chose that any severe methods should be taken with them they 
would immediately comply with our orders. 

133. Mr. Blachford being called up to explain this affair, 
referred us to the Jugdea letter of the 2nd March 1750 and to- 
their general account current dated the 30th AprU following 
and further appealed to Messieurs Baillie and Playdell whe- 
ther he did not, when he delivered over the charge of the fac- 
tory, deposit in their hands the delolls’ receipt for the amount 
of Rs. 18,153"9"- and whether the delolls at that time made 
any objection thereto. We thereupon wrote to the gentlemen 
at Jugdea to inform us of the reasons why the delolls call in 
question an account which was passed above a twelvemonth, as- 
we imagined it to be only a frivolous excuse for not paying; 
at the same time we enjoyned them to use their utmost endea- 
vours to recover the proportion of the debt from the dellols for 
last year as also to procure the annual 10.000 rupees for this- 
but did not appro [ve] of their using any violent measures to- 
force them to a compliance. 

134. We observe Your Honours’ complaints concerning the 
mistakes and omissions in the bills of exchange sent home last 
year and have given proper directions that the like may be- 
avoided in future and agreable.to yoxir orders those now grant- - 
ed are dra-wn out on half a sheet of paper. 
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First, concerning shipping. 

3. The Duke of Dorset imported here the 11th September 
as did the Wager on the 26th following. By those ships we 
were favoured with your commands under date the 6th Febru- 
ary and 15th March 1750/1 with all the papers specified in their 
lists of packet. 

4. On the arrival of each of Your Honours’ ships this year 
they were regularly searched for private trade by one of Your 
Honours’ covenanted servants, the reports of which with the 
manifest of goods landed from them here will be forwarded as 
usual on the respective ships. 

5. The Master Attendant reporting to us on the 16th Septem- 
ber that an offer was made him of a Bombay sloop, tolerably 
well stored, that sailed well and wanted only sheathing for 
CRs. 4468, we purchased her for the service of this river and 
at the same time appointed David Moor and Peter Connor 
pilots, they having served as master [s] and being recommend- 
ed to us as duly qualified by the Master Attendant. 

<i. Your Honours’ ships, the Kent and London, imported here 
from Bombay on the 2nd October, by which conveyances the 
Governour and Council then advised us of their having laden 
727 barrells of gunpowder on board the Kent for Fort St. Davids 
Presidency and of their intentions to send us some powder by 
the London but the Supracargoes of that ship acquainted 
them that having a great charge of freight and treasure ott 
board they could not answer to their employers and freighters 
receiving it on board, as thereby their property would rim a 
risque of being destroyed. 

7. Mr. Richard Allwright, chief mate of the London, having 
wrote to us for permission to bring her up to town as she was 
in a leaky condition, we acquiesced thereto and. on the 10th of 
October she arrived before the fort .when we ordered the 
Secretary to repair on board and confirm Mr. Allwright in the 
command thereof in the room of Captain William Sedgwick 
(who departed this life the 4th of June at Juddah) as we had 
no objection to his capacity and he bore a very good character. 

8. The Governour and Coundl at Fort St. Davids advised 
us under the ■17th September of the arrival of Your Honours’ 
Sloop the Hawke at Madrass and of their Orders to the gentle- 
men there to return her to us with the greatest dispatch as 
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Oh the ' 15th' do to Richard- Court' account • 

William' Wogan- Junior- Current" 

Rupees four hundred- and fdrty four 
and seven, annaes. (444"7 "t). payable, 
to, Mn. William; Wogan. Senior, or order 
at 2/3 per rupee is £S.t, 

'On the 15th do to Major John Hollond. 
account Mr. Joseph Fowke Current 
Rupees sixty five thousand five hund- 
red and' forty and' three pie 
(65540"'-"3) payable to Messrs. Edward' 

Fowke and Joseph Fowke or order 

at 2/3 per rupee is £S,t. 7373"5"- 

•On the 19th do to Mr. James Ross on,acr 
count of Mr. James Wilson Current 
Rupees, four hundred and thirty six 
(436"-"-) payable to Mr. John Willis 
or order at 2/3 per rupee is £St. 49"!"- 

•On the 19th I do to Edward Eyles Esqp. 
on his. own account. Current Rupees, 
one hundred- and fifty three- thou- 
sand (1,53, 000"-"-); payable tO; Sir 
Francis Haskins Eyles Stiles. Bart, 
or order at 2/3; per rupee is. £St; 3 7212"10"- 

Oh the 19th do to the Hon’ble Adam 
Dawson Esqr; on- his own account- 
Current Rupees four thousand one 
hundred' and- fifty .one- (415.1"-"-): pay- 
able to William Davis Eaqr. or order 
at 2/3 per rupee is fiSfr. 4-66'^5"9 

On the- 191ih do .to- Messrs. Mannin- 
gham and Frankland* on- account 
William Smyth King Esqr. Current 
Rupees fourteen thousand’ four- 
hundred' and ninety four; nine annass 
and nine' pice payablfe to Mr; 'Wm. 

Smyth- Kang or order at 2/3' per- 

Tupee is £St. 1630"12"10 

The whole amount of -bills- drawn at -two shillings and three 
ice (2/3) per rupee -is Current Rupees two hundred and fifty 


540 


LETTER TO COURT 


'• 15. .'Before we proceeded . to lade any goods .on board Your 
Honours’ ships they were regularly surveyed by the Master 
Attendant and Carpenter as by the reports thereof which Your 
Honours will receive in each ship’s packet, ' 

16. We, have laden on the Kent 1800 bags surplus saltpetre 
and 12i tons of turmerick which will be included in her tonage 
and. the like quantity wo have laden on board the London which 
ship we are now loading with bales and hope to get her dispatch- 
ed early in the next month. 

17. We have likewise stationed the Hardwick and Scar- 
borough for Europe but have not been hitherto able to come 
to any determination in relation to the Duke of Doifset as we 
still entertain the hopes of being able to return her home this 
•season, for which end we beg leave to assure Your Honours our 
utmost endeavours shall not be wanting. 

18. The gentlemen at Fort St, Davids under date the 17th 
September wrote us that as they had Your Honours’ orders, in 
case any ship should remain in India, to freight them out to 
substantial merchants and co-operate with us, and they con- 
sidering that no less than 7 ships would be left to be provided 
.for by us, a number which they never knew dispatched home 
in one season, they let the Hardwick out to freight to go between 
our two settlements till September next with this restriction in 
case she was wanted she was to be dispatched home. And they 
lett out the Scarborough for Mocha and for each of those ships 
they should, have received .about 40.000 ARs. which they esteem- 
ed a good bargain; and as the Warwick will be sufficient for 
their tonage and they having no expectation of assistance from 
the West Coast as the gentlemen there wrote them they had 
laden on board the Suffolk all their surplus pepper, they 
imagined some tonage would remain on our hands in which 
case the freighters were willing to stand to their contracts in 
regard to the Hardwick deducting for the September trip. But 
the reasons we gave Your Honours in our address of the 20th 
August subsisting we judged it more for your interest to abide 
by our resolutions then advised of, 

19. The 28lh ultimo His Majesty’s sloop, the Swallow, Henry 
Spoke Esq. commander, imported here. 

20. Captain Robson sent in a letter the 16th instant request- 
ing us to supply him with men as ho was short in his comple- 
ment occasioned by the length of time he was out of Europe. 
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•'Rupees' eighteen thousand - -seven ■ • 

' :hundred and seventy nine,, six annaes 

i ■ and three pice CRs. 18779"6"3 

The whole amount of certificates granted is twenty one thou- 
sand two hundred and one Current Rupees, three annaes 
(CRs. 21201"-3"-). - 

Supplement. 

139. Mr. James Meredith, our attorney in 'the law suit 
against Mr. Wadham Brooke, acquainted us on the 17 July 
that he was served with an order for producing our books of 
Consultations and as we were of opinion the' Mayor’s Court had 
no right to demand them, he had our directions to refuse them, 
and on the 14th instant informing us that a decree was con- 
firmed in favour of Mr. Brooke, we directed him to appeal from 
thence. 

140. We acquainted Mr. Bellamy with the intimations given 
Your Honours concerning the organ which was made a present 
of to the church by Mr. Richard Eyre, and he declared that 
when Mr. Frankland applied to him for it, he told him it -was 
not in his power to give it but wished it was removed from 
thence as Mr. Pearson informed him it was wholely useless, 
being eat up by the white ants, and the church might be en- 
dangered thereby, for in the gallery where it stood the marks 
of the white ants are to be seen now, the truth whereof Messrs. 
Frankland and Pearson avouched and their report of the con- 
dition of the organ Your Honours will find entered in our Con- 
sultation of the 12th instant. The inhabitants have since made 
a present to the church of a very fine organ which they pxir- 
chased by subscription. 

141. In obedience to Your Honours’ orders we now transmit 
you Lieutenant Witherington’s calculate of the expence of a 
barrel! of gunpowder containing 1^ maund with his reasons 
why he cannot contract to provide it on cheaper terms. 

142. The circumstances required by Your Honours in rela- 
tion to the widows who receive pensions are as follo-w: 

Mrs! Hunt wido-w of Major Hunt who departed this life 
anno 1731, after serving Your Honours upwards of 30 
years, has since his death received the monthly pen- 
sion of 35 rupees. Her age is 57. 

125 Dir. of Arch. 
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24-. The woollea goods imported her-e per- ships Duke- <Sf 
Dorset and Wager were put up at outcry at the foregoing prices 
on the 30th September and Your Honours will receive in this 
packet the separate account sales- of each ship?s imports drawn 
out conformable to. Your Honours’ orders, 

25. The Import Warehousekeeper acquainted us that Captains 
Honham and Shmson refused paying the amount of theif 
damaged cloth with the usual 30 per cent advance on the invoice 
price. On, our demanding their reasons they informed us. that 
'it is stipulated in their charterparty that they shall only pay 

the difference in value between the damaged and such as were 
delivered in good order, which being conformable to Your 
Honours’ orders in the 14th paragraph of your commands dated 
the 12th January 1749, we ordered the Warehousekfeeper to 
calculate the medium price of the account sales by those ships 
and to debit them accordingly, which they have since complied 
with; the reports of those goods- will be transmitted Your 
Honours in such ships’ packets as they were damaged on 
board of. 

26. The iron imported here this season was sold at publick 
outcry the 14th October as per account sales, herewith, sent 
amounting to CRs. 12781-4-, whereby Your Honours- will observe 
the Russia iron was sold separate in obedience to your 
commands and for near 6 annass maund more than the other sort- 
ments. 

27. By the Duke of Dorset we received 50* pipes of Madeira 
wine from Madrass,. by the Wager 20 pipes, Captain Hindman 
being unable to take more on board as he had not disembarked 
any of his Europe cargoe at the Coast, and by the Hawke sloop 
we received 20 pipes, which does, not turn, out so good as the 
wine of former years, being very thin. The account sales and 
account current thereof we send endosed.- 

28'. Your Honours will' likewise receive the account sales 
of damaged and worn out stores at publick outcry the 16 
November, which were surveyed by the Board before they 
were put up, amounting' to Rs. 262-12‘. 

29. The Import Warehousekeeper on the 21st October 
acquainted us that at boat coming from- the Duke of Dorset 
with 140 bars of iron and 40 pigs of lead and three casks was 
lost in. the late bad weather' and that on the peon’s who was 



20 AUGUST 1751 


531 


us that he could spare him having four mates on board, besides 
and recommended him as a person qualified in every respect 
for that station. 

146. On the arrival of the treasure per Scarborough we 
agreed to dispose of it as follows; 

To aflvftnc6 our merchn'nts to inako 60 per coni dO'dnejr 


on this ycnr*s contract lS1000*-f- 

To send to Dacca, one half to be paid Futtichund 
and the other half for tLo forwarding tlieir inveatmont 160,000^-^- 

To Bond to Cossimbuznr 

To Bond to Jugdoa 40,000''" 

To advance Omichund account last year’s ballance 40,000' 

To advance do account his saltpetre contract and to keep 
tho ballance for the ea ponces of this factory 70,000'-'- 


147. The President received an answer from the Nabob to 
his letter advising him of the expected ships under the Empe- 
ror’s colours, translate whereof with the President’s reply there- 
to Your Honours will find entered after our Consultation of the 
17th instant, to which we beg leave to stand referred. 

148. Edward Eyles Esqr. sent us a letter of yesterday’s date 
requesting our permission to resign Your Honours’ service 
and to return on the Britannia to Europe, which we complied 
with as he does not appear to be in any shape indebted to Your 
Honours and the usual 96 rupees we shall receive of his attor- 
neys here. 

149. Mr. Paul Richard Pearkes being next in succession we 
have taken him into Council and shall write to him at UacCa 
to repair to his seat at this Board, and we have' appointed Mr. 
Luke Scrafton who has been for some time' past assistant at 
that factory to fill up the vacancy in Council there. 

150. Major Hollond observing to us that by Your Honours’ 
orders in the 78th paragraph of your commands per Hardwicke 
the seat of third in Council should be filled up' by ysut military 
officer and understanding that Your Honours mean thereby 
third of Port William, and as Mir. iVtche is Chief of Cossimbuzar, 
he of course thinks it is his right to sit as second of this Board 
during his absence, but the majority of the members being 
of opinion that he should remain as third, he took his seat 
accordingly and for our different opinions hereon we beg leave 
to refer Your Honours to our Consultation of this' date wherein 
you will likewise be pleased to observe how the posts at this 
Board are settled. 
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Honours hbw we disposed of -the same we imagine it will 


prove satisfactory to you to have the same at one view. ‘ 

- 


Current 

Rupees ' 

R3ceived .par 

Dragon from Fort Sfc. Davids 

581,137 


per 

Hardwick from do 

678,438 


per 

Scarborough from do 

676,730 

. 

per 

Duke of Dorset from do 

678,362 


per 

Wager from do 

677,861 


per 

Duddaley from Bombay 

111,000 


per 

Juddah Merchani do' 

110,998 



Current Rupees 

3,514,326 


34. Out of the 

above money • we 

have . advanced . our 

merchants account their contracts at different times viz., 

On their dadney contracts 

... 

1053756 

Account ready money , goods 

... 

352054 

Account saltpetre 

— 

265670 

and have supplied our subordinate factories as follows: 

Cossimbuzar with • ... • ' 


668400 

Dacca with 

... ••• 


840390 

Jugdea with 

... 

... 

252880 

Bulramgi?rry with • ■ 


32900 




3366050 


, 35. Op the 20 September we purchased 1200 maunds of 
turmerick of Omichund at CRs. 3-10 per maund as we judged 
we should be in want thereof for Your Honours’ ships. 

36. The gentlemen at Cossimbuzar having acquainted us 
that the batta ' on the Arcot Rupees was settled at the mint 
at 10^ per ceht for new four soar Siccas and that the Seats 
expected their accounts to be adjusted agreable thereto an 
our merchants having complained to us of their great loss in 
receiving Arcot Rupees and being obliged therewith to pin- 
chase Siccas to send to the aurungs, we have vnote ^ ® 
gentlemen at Fort St. Davids to send the supplies desire 
for this settlement one quarter in bullion, one quarter in Arco 
Rupees and the half in Madrass Rupees and desired them to 
give directions for a particular . star or mark being put -on e 
Arcot Rupees they send us in future for to distinguish em 
from the Patan Rupees which have been imported here un er 
the denomination of good Arcot, which we judge to be 
reason that has depreciated the latter in value. 
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2 SEPTEMBER 1751 
May it please Your Honours 

1. Since closing our address of the " 20th ultimo nothing 
remarkable has happened excepting the sudden demise of 
Major John Hollond who expired the 25th following. In his 
room we have appointed Capt. George Minchin Commandant of 
your forces here and beg leave to recommend this gentleman to 
Your Honours’ favour, he being an experienced soldier, having 
acquitted himself of his duty much to our satisfaction and being 
qualified in all other respects to be entitled thereto. 

2. The command of the vacant company has devolved to 
Capt. Lieut. William Pearson. 

3. Governor Bourchier and his Council at Bombay have 

transmitted us 200.000 Bombay Rupees and promise us to send 
all their surplus cash. The Prince George arrived there the 
28th July last. y* 

4 We have stationed Messieurs Frankland, Irwin, Court, 
Stainforth, Bury, Law, Smyth, Ellis and Lowe when he arrives, 
in Your Honours’ cottah. Mr. Roger Drake, Export Warehouse- 
keeper, having requested those to be his assistants in order to 
carry on your business as nigh as possible to the new regulations 
and for the preventing of any abuse being committed by the 
sorters or others in the transactions of that office. 

5. Mr. William McGwire, whom we ordered to dispatch the 
Britannia, reported his compliance with our orders on the 25th 
ultimo from Kedgeree, when she drew 17 feet water on an 
even keel, but as she had only four hundred and eighty two 
bags of rice on board when he dispatched her, we called upon 
Mr. Blachford to know the reasons why her cargoe was not 
down in proper time. He imputed it to the badness of the 
weather in the way down, as the last of it was sent off this place 
on 22nd August and would have been dispatched much sooner 
but for the heavy rains which fell and prevented its being 
weighed off. 

6. In the 150th paragraph of the supplement to our address 
under date the 20th ultimo we begged leave to vefer Your 
Honours to the Nabob’s letter concerning the ships expected 
in India under the Emperour’s colours, with the President’s reply 
thereto, entered after our Consultation of the 19th August and 
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the middle piece but now the sorters distinguish those three- 
pieces as. three diSerent letters which' o.cccsions the loss; they 
therefore requested us to. order, every letter to' be sorted 'iii' 
three different par cells, and at the ehd to put them together for 
one prizing which would prevent the lower letters being run* 
into the higher and distinguish those who brought in the best, 
goods, wherewith we complied. 

40. The 9th instant being offered some Patna goods at the- 
following prices: 

MulmuUs about 2400 @ 86-0 ABe per corgo 

Calliooes 900 @ 321-8 

Mamodies 600 @ 78-0 

and having had a few peices of each sorted we agreed to pur- 
chase them judging they would answer for the Europe market,. 

41. On the 5th instant we again called upon our merchants to 
know the reasons why they brought in their cloth so slow since 
we advanced them their money early in the season and have 
not heard of any disturbances in the country to prevent their 
bringing in their goods, to which they replied they had •wrote 
to their gomastah and should give us their answer on the 9th 
when they acquainted us that on account of the strictness in 
sorting of the gurrahs and soot romalls they should lose from' 
20 to 25 per cent for which reason they wrote to the delolls to 
whom they advance dadney to deduct the like amount out of 
the cloth and have received for answer they will not send them 
any more of those kind of goods on those terms. 

42. In regard to all other sortments they answered that the 
French and Dutch merchants, being well ‘supplied with money 
early in the season, had raised the price of cloth at the aurungs, 
on which accounts they forbad their gomastahs buying in 
hopes that the cloth would be cheaper but after some time was 
elapsed they received advice that the cloth, at the aurungs was 
grown dearer owing to the high price of rice and cotton and it 
being late in the season they then ordered the cloth to be pro- 
vided which occasions its coming in so slowly but they told us 
the cloth ■will all come in agreable to their' contracts except 'the 
gurrahs, soot romall, photses and' Burrov)' cossass, and how fa^ 
short they may fall, in their contracts for those goods they could 
not at that time inform us. 
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three pence each r'ujpee, Vhe persons to v^hom they iwere Ranted 
being first sworn that it is oh their o^^^n accounts: 

Oh 2rid Sept, of Mr. Peter Amyatt account 
of Mr. John Btdwh foiif hundred ahd 
forty four rupees, seven anhee§ (GRs; 

444''7.-) payable to Mr. Ynyr Burges 

or order at 2s. 3d. each rupee is £St. 50"-"- 

Oh do of Mr. Wm. Fullerton on his r 
Account six hundred and twenty 
two rupees, three aniiaes and six 
pice (622"3"6) payable to Messrs. 

Grosling and Bennet or order 
at two shillings ahd thrfee pChbe 
efich riipbfe is £St. 70 " - " 

On 2nd instant of William Watts Esqr. on 
his own account five hundred Current 
Rupees (Rs. 500"-"-) payable to Messrs. 

Gosling ahd Bentifet oir order at 2 s. Set, 

each is £St. 56"-5"- 

On do of Roger Drake Esqr. account Mr. 

Thomas Boddam eight thousand eight 
hundred ahd eighty eight rupees, four- 
teen ahhaes and three pice (8,808"14"3) 
payable to Capt. Charles Boddam or 
order at two and three pence is £St; lOdO " - 

11. The whole amount of bills of exchange at two Shillings 
and three pence is ten thousand four hundred and fifty five 
rupees, eight anhaes arid nine pice (CRs. l0,455"8*'9) of one 
thousand one hundred and severity six pourids sterling, five 
shillings (£St. 1176"5"-). 

12. We have likewise granted a bill of exchange ‘ at two 
shillings and One penny to Mr. Williairi Macket, the 29th Ulthrid 
for four hundred and sixty riine Current Rupees, seven anrifes 
and eleven pice (469"7"11) payable to Mr. Solomon Margas of 
Weymouth or order is £i§t. 45d8"3"9. [sic]. 

13. We have granted three certificates of one tehoUr arid 
date for the following surris, One' of wHidh being a'ddoniplisKed, 
the other two to become void viz., 
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we wrote to the gentlemen there and recommended it to them 
to keep up to the musters as being most advantageous to your 
interest. 

48. Under date the 2nd instant they wrote us that their 
merchants had only brought into their cottah 19,000 pieces of 
gurrahs and gave them hopes but of about 15 or 16 thousand 
pieces more which will not amount to half the quantity con- 
tracted for, that they have used their ulmost endeavours to get 
them to encrease the quantity as much as possible but without 
success, that the remaining silk and silk piccegoOds come in 
but slowly, of which their merchants promise to deliver in 
about 570 bales and chests to compleat this year’s investment. 

49. In obedience to Your Honours’ orders for transmitting 
you the reasons of the high price of raw silk for some years 
past we directed the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar to make strict 
enquiry into the reason thereof, who informed us it was owing 
to the Morattoes constantly entering Bengal plundering and 
burning the people’s houses and destroying the chief aurungs 
from whence the workmen have fled to distant parts and not to 
any malpractice in the gentlemen there. 

50. The gentlemen at Dacca under date the 19th October 
wrote us that their business was stopped without any reason 
being assigned for it and a demand made by the Nabob there 
of 3000 rupees on their application to him for clearing it, on 
which account they requested us to obtain strict orders from 
Muxadavad to prevent those frequent unjust and vexatious 
interruptions to Your Honours’ affairs at that factory, upon 
which we directed the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar to represent 
those grievances to Hossein Cooley Cawn^ the Dacca Nabob and 
procure his perwanna to the residing Nabob there not only for 
its immediate clearance but strict orders from him to prevent 
the like in future, which orders have' been since obtained and 
their business cleared as per advice from Dacca under date the 
4th November at which time the gentlemen there promised, by 
using all possible diligence, to make up for the time lost by 
the frequent stoppages within the last six months. 

51. The gentlemen at Jugdea wrote us under date the 12th 
September that, observing by Your Honours’ orders you were 
desirous of having as much of their cloth procured as possible, 
they used their endeavours to encourage the out weavers to 
.come near them and had the satisfaction to acquaint us they 
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We wish her a safe and speedy passage to Your Honours and 
are with the greatest respect 

May it please Your Honours 

Your faithful and most obedient humble servants 

A. Dawson/Roger Drake Junr/E. H. Cruttenden /James 
Blachford/Wm. Watts/Thos. Burrow/C. Mannin- 
gham/Richd. Becher. 

Fort William, 

The 2nd September 1751. 

(Ref: copies of records obtained from India Office, Letters to 
Court, 1749/51, Vol. 16, pp. 280—286. 

Home Public Letters to Court, Vol. 2, 1751-52, pp. 54 — 60.) 
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LETTER DATED 2 JANUARY 1751/2 

Account of investment at different factories — adverse effects 
of the Maratha incursions and competition of European Com- 
panies on prices — Hakim Beg silenced by payment of money — 
arzdast of Fort St. George Council forwarded to the Delhi 
Court — the Armenians’ address against the levy of consulage 
referred to home authorities. 

To the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the 

Hon’ble the United Company of Merchants of England 
Trading to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours 

1. We have already given Your Honours an account of the 
material occurrences of your affairs here under the following 
dates viz., the 20th August per Britannia and 2nd September 
per Dragon as by triplicate of the former and duplicate of the 
latter enclosed. 

2. We shall now proceed under the established heads to give 
Your Honours a further account of our management therein 
£ince that time and to reply more at large to your several com* 
mands received this season. 
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ttow the management of Your Honoum* affairs there, he being 
a ihan of great interest and authority in ye government and 
can be of great service or prejudice to Your Honours' affairs, 
•.wherefore they esteemed it for your interest not to disoblige 
him by shewing any distrust of his fidelity though they pro- 
mise not to neglect procuring from time to time what other 
intelligence they possibly can of the designs of the Durbar. 

• 57. The President having received a letter from the Nabob 

to procure him a fine horse and being offered a Persian horse 
for ARs 1000, we purchased him for that purpose. 

58. Enclosed we transmit Your Honours the account sales 
of cotton per ship Severn amounting to CRs. 54825-13-6. 

59. The gentlemen at Bombay wrote us that no cotton was 
procurable this last season at Surat on account of the troubles 
there. 

60. The gentlemen at Cossimbuzar have been unable to get 
any information whether the Armenians residing under Your 
Honours’ protection were concerned or not in the complaint 
lodged at the Durbar account the capture of the Armenian ships. 

Fifthly, concerning fortifications, buildings and revenues. 

61. The Jemindar informing us on the 20th September that 
the poor were greatly oppressed by the dearness of rice, we 
directed him to give publick notice in all the market places 
that no person should exact higher prices than hereafter speci- 
fied under a severe penalty: 

For good Novomberbund rioo 35 soer por A. Bupeo 

Ordinary rice 1 maund 10 por A. Bupeo 

62. The lease of Your Honours’ rice farm expiring the 4th 
November the same was then put up at publick outcry when it 
was bought for the ensuing year by Mr. Cruttenden for 
■CRs. 12,010. 

63. On the 9th November as the poor iiihabitahts of this town 
were daily crying out to us concerning the great distress and 
want they laboured under and our merchants representing to us 
-it was owing to the dearness of rice and oil, "we agreed to remit 
them .the annual duty levied on those tivo articles amounting to 
mear 500 rupees for the present year and on the 15th following 
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Mr. Robbins was dead from whence she imported the 9th 
ultimo. 

9. The 7th October we permitted Captains Robson and 
Hindman to bring their ships up to Calcoola in consequence of 
their irequests for that purpose and as Captain Robson was in- 
disposed we directed our Secretary to write to him for his 
reasons for not calling at Fort St. Davids, which we transmit in 
the packet for Your Honours’ notice. 

10. We directed Captains Robson and AUwright on the 21st 
October to get their ships in readiness to proceed to Europe and 
at the same time came to a resolution of sending the Wager to 
Bombay with 300 tons of saltpetre and what freight might 
offer for that port, of which we advised the gentlemen there 
and desired them to provide a cargoe of the best broached 
cotton, in case they should think proper to return her; and as 
we had not sufficient tonage of Your Honours to comply with 
your orders for sending 500 tons of saltpetre thither, we agreed 
to freight the remaining 200 tons on the Prince George, the 
owners consenting to carry it @ 2-12 ARs per bag. 

11. Captain William Robson having requested three thousand 
Current Rupees for the use and expences of the Kent, we on 
the 4th November complied therewith and Your Honours will 
receive one of the bonds he entered into for that sum together 
with his obligation for 9,600 rupees, being for ARs 8000 advanced 
him at Bombay on charterparty terms, which the gentlemen 
there desired us to forward to Your Honours. 

12. On the 4th November we directed Captain Hindman to 
receive on board the Wager and carry to Bombay John 
Northbury, one of Your Honours’ soldiers, who deserted from 
thence and whom Captain Robson informed us came on board 
the Kent without his knowledge. 

13. The gentlemen at Fort St. Davids having wrote to us 
to send them the gunpowder the Kent imported here as soon 
as possible, we have directed our Master Attendant to get one 
of Your Honours’ sloops ready for that purpose. 

14. The river has been surveyed a second time this year as 
by Mr. Ransom’s report entered after Consultation the 19th 
instant. 
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entered after ■ our Consultation of the 23rd September but as • 
we were of opinion that Lieutenant James Chase had the right 
to succeed and Capt. Commandant Minchin having recommend- 
ed him to us as capable and desiring thereof, we ordered a*, 
captain’s commission to be drawn out for Lieutenant Chase. 

69. The writers who took their passage on the Wager om 
their arrival here acquainted us that Captain Hindman treated 
them extreamly well. 

70. Enclosed we send copy of Jane Roberton’s petition for- 
an allowance to support herself and 4 small children. Her' 
husband was a pilot in Your Honours’ service and we beg leave 
to recommend her petition to Your Honours’ consideration. 

71. The 9th November Mr. Paul Richard Pearkes arrived' 
from Dacca and took his seat at the Board and as he had no 
post we on the 18th following appointed him Register of the 
Dusticks in the room of Mr. George Pattle deceased. 

72. We have appointed Mr. Thomas Hindman assistant at* 
Dacca in the room of Mr. Scrafton who was admitted into 
Council at Dacca on the removal of Mr. Pearkes. 

73. The gentlemen at Fort St. Davids having transmitted us- 
a copy of Mr. Robert Orme’s answer to the 73rd paragraph of 
your commands per Hardwick, we now forward the same im 
this packet. 

74. Mr. John Bristow one of the surgeon’s mates having 
petitioned us to resign Your Honours’ service and to return to 
Europe in the Kent, we have complied with his request and have- 
appointed Mr. Nathaniel Wilson in his room. • 

Seventhly, touching accounts. 

75. The gentlemen at Cossimbuzar having advised us that 
there was a ballance due to Your Honours from Harrybullubdass' 
since April 1745 of DMRs 2513-13-9, we have recovered the 
same from him here with the interest run thereon. 

76. As there was a ballance of DMRs 5382-10-3 standing on- 
the Cossimbuzar books under the head of grain and provisions, 
which arose from stores laid up for some years past on account 
of the Morattoes, and the gentlemen there having sold the 
remainder of the grain for DMRs 561, we have directed thenr 
to write off the loss arising thereon to profit and loss. 
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Wc replied we should pive liim nil the assistance in our power 
to |»ct him Infcars. 

Sccomlhi. conceminp poods from Europe. 

21. The 6 lh September being the day appointed for the sale 
of Your Honours’ woollen goods imported here per ships 
llardwicke and Scarborough, we agreed to put them up at 
the following prices: 


Autor*i 

Hrom! ololh oniinary l*opinjny 

nr» Rs. per piece 
45 

Do 

clr» il<i 

Rff! 

45 

I>(. 

do do 

niuM 

4r» 


fin** Scnrii’l 


27. 

1^0* V • « 


Fn^nch Vollow 

IS 

Do 

orfliniiry 

lb<l 

17 

Do 

do 

Popinjay 

15 





17 

Do. . • . 


Kiucrald Clrcon 

in 

Do.... 


Orntnjo 

IS 

Dm . 


VolIow 

17 

1)0... 


CViin*=on 

IS 

Do.... 


C<»lour 

IS 

Do. . . . 


Pnqdc 

17 

Do 

broad fine 

Scnrlot 

50 

Do 

onlinnry 

Crimpon 


Do 

do 

Rod 

3(1 

Do 

do 

Vollow 

30 

Ciiljiad (IntinoliH 


22 

T]n!)ott cloth 


■ • • 


and to put up the copper at 40 rupees per maund and the lead 
at 7 rupees per maund. 

22. At the same time we agreed to put up the French j-ellow 
broad cloth and perpets ordinary popinjay which, we advised 
Your Honours in the 30th paragraph of our address per 
Britannia, would not sell at that time, the. former at 45 rupees 
per piece and the latter at 15. 

23. On the 9th following as no bidders offered for the follow- 
ing goods when put up at the prices abovementioned, we agreed 


to put them up at the invoice 

prices viz., 


PerpotR 

ordinary 

French Yellow 

1 6 rupees 

Do 

do 

• White ' 

15 M 

* Do 

• do 

Pnrplo 

16 „ 
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On the 15th do of Mr. HoUond Goddard 
account 1 chest coral marked P 
Current Rupees five thousand eight 
hundred and forty six, fourteen 
annscs and nine pice (5846rl4-9) 
payable to Mr. Solomon Franco or 
order @ 2/3 per rupee is 

On the 15th do of Mr. William Watts 
Esqr, account Edward Croke Esqr. 
Current Rupees one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy seven, twelve 
annajs and six pice (1777-12-6) pay- 
able to Mr. William Watts or order 
at 2/3 per rupee is 

On the 15th do of William Watts 
Esqr. on his own account Current 
Rupees eight hundred and eighty 
eight, fourteen annses and three pice 
(888-14-3) payable to Messrs. David 
Findlay and William Watts at 2/3 
per rupee is 

On the 20th do of Messrs. Charles 
Manningham and David Findlay 
account Thomas Lane at Bombay 
Current Rupees two thousand six 
hundred and fifty two, four annses 
(2652-4-) payable to Mr. John 
Fisher or order at 2/3 per rupee is 

On the 20th do of Messrs. Manningham 
and Findlay account Edward Eyles 
Esqr. Current Rupees one hund^red 
and nine thousand eight hundred 
and fifty two, thirteen . annses .. and 
three pice (10985^13-3).. payable to 
Edward Eyles Esqr. or order @ 2/3 ^ 
per rupee is 

On the 20, th . dp. .of JMessrs. .Manningh^ 

, . :and FranMand. account Richard Prince 
]^qr. Current Rupees' sixty eight 


£St 657-15-7 


£St. 200 


£St, 100 


£St 298-7-6 


St 12358-8-3 
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in the boat informing him that, he beleived- there was, possibility 
of saving, the goods, he sent down divers in. hopes; of. recovering 
the same, who on their return to town were called before us 
and being examined declared that the bank where the boat 
was lost was 9 fathoms high and on diving they could find 
nothing except a few lanthoms which they took up in a whirl- 
pool. Sometime after the manjee of the boat returning to this 
place he was seized and the reason for absenting himself being 
demanded he informed us that he- got a violent fever, by 
being a long time in the water and having swallowed a great 
deal thereof, which prevented his coming up sooner to make 
his appearance before us and as to other particulars he de- 
clared the same as the diversi upon which as we attributed 
the loss of the boat to the badness of the weather which 
happened about that time we dismissed him., 

30. The Warehousekeeper acquainted ye board the 18th 
ultimo that there was a deficiency of copper per Wager which , 
Capt. Hindman refused to pay for; alledging that it came out 
in the chests, that it was delivered from his- ship in the same 
manner as he received it on board and that it must be- owing 
to the people who were in the boats and sloops that brought 
it up from the ship but on our insisting he should make good 
the- same as being agreable to Your Honours’ orders he con- 
sented thereto. 

31-. The- Warehousekeeper likewise- laid before us an account 
of woollen goods that were- bought at the- sales the 5 November 
1750 and not cleared- out by the purchasers, and that ever 
since the expiration, of the limited, time he has. been endeavour- 
ing. to, prevail on the buyers to clear the. same but without 
effect, on which we have directed him to sell- them at publick 
outcry and debit them for the difference which may arise 
thereon. 

32. Your Honours will observe, by the account sales of 
woollen goods in this packet that we. put up the imbost long 
ells in separate- pieces, from whence you will be able to judge 
which sortments were best liked; 

Thirdly, concerning investment of, goods for Europe. 

33.. Under, this, branch, of. your affairs- we shall first ac- 
knowledge the receipts of the several sums this season for. 
the provision of goods and ihen proceed, to inform Your. 
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On the 20th do of Thomas Burrow Esqr. 
account Mr. Nicholas Clerembault 
Current Rupees three thousand (3000) 
payable to Mr. Anthony Clerembaxilt 
or order @ 2/3 per rupee is £St 337-10-0* 

The whole amount of bills of exchange drawn @ 2/3 is. 
Current Rupees 2,45,002-2-0 or £St. 27.562-14-8. 

79. We have likewise granted the following bills of exchange 
# 2/1 per rupee. 

On the 16th December of Captain Thomas 
Ayre on his own account Current 
Rupees four hundred and eighty (480) 
payable to Mrs. Sarah Ayre in Lyim 
Regis, Norfolk @ 2/1 per rupee is £St 50-0-0' 

On the 16th do of Captain Michaal 
Collings on his own account Current 
Rupees one thousand four hundred 
and forty (1440) payable to Charles 
Ployer Esqr. or order @ 2/1 per 
rupee is £St 150-0-0' 

On the 16th do of William Watts Esqr. 
on his own account Current Rupees 
nine thousand one hundred and forty 
eight, seven annses (9148-7-Oj pay- 
able to Mr. Solomon Franco or order 
@ 2/1 is £St 952-19-2 

On the 20th do of Charles Manningham 
Esqr. on his own account Current 
Rupees one thousand and eighty 
(1080) payable to Richard Eyre 
Esqr. or order (5) 2/1 per rupee is £St 112-10''0 

On the 20th do of the Hon’ble Adam 
Dawson Esqr. on his own account 
Current Rupees two thousand seven 
hundred and fifty six, fifteen annss 
and six pice (2756-15-6) payable to 
Humphry Bellamy Esqr. or order @ 

2/1 per rupee is 


£St 287-3-8 
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37. The Export Warehousekeeper informing us that out of 
■7422 peaces of gurr^As opened to be sorted for prizing the .7 
-instant he was unable to take more than 1821 peices and these 
:.sorted as follows: 

Pieces 

.«.••• 26 
B . . .... 393 

0 ...... . 1402 

1821 

■which he judged inferior to the letter C and therefore desired 
our opinion whether it would be most conducive to Your 
Honours’ interest to make a fourth and fifth letter of the 
remainder as they might be used for the packing stuff, he like- 
wise acquainting us that out of 1119 patch of soot romalls 
opened for that prizing he could only take 600 patch sorted as 
Jollows, the rest being of too inferior a quality viz., 

A 

S • •••••• 

'0 «•••••• 

D ..... . 273i 

600 

agreable to which we directed him to sort them. 

38. On demanding of our merchants their reasons for bring- 
ing in their goods so slow, on the 15 November they gave them 
in writing as entered after that day’s Consultation, when we 
told them we could not comply with their proposals of putting 
what was better than the B into the A and better than the C 
into the B and the same with the other letters, it being contrary 
to Your Honours’ directions for sorting their cloth, but in case 
a large quantity of their goods should be thrown out we should 
take them at a lower letter. 

39. On examining the cloth (of the strictness in sorting which 
our merchants complained) we found it sorted agreable to last 
year’s prize pieces, whereupon we sent for our merchants and 
acquainted them therewith when they declared that by the 
prizing of the 14th ultimo they suffered a loss of 14 per cent on 
the prime cost and that if there was such strictness used in 
sorting they should be imable to comply with their contracts! 
They further added that in every letter their was a bes^ cniddle 
•and worse piece and that it was always custo 

■.125 Dir. of Arch. 
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The whole amount of certificates granted is Current Rupees' 
13803-14-9. , • . - 

Supplement 

81. In our address of the 20th August we acquainted Your 
Honours of our having appealed from the decree of the Mayor’s 
Court in favour of Mr. Wadham Brooke, and the same having 
passed through our court, agreable to the instructions laid 
down by Your Honcfurs’ Council on law points transmitted us 
under date the 9th March 1747, a decree was formed in Your' 
Honours’ favour from whence Mr. Brooke having appealed to 
His Majesty in Council, we now transmit the several proceed-' 
ings of the two courts on this affair. 

82. Duloll Sircar, an under writer of Mr. Jonathan Hanson’s- 
banian, informed the Board the 21st ultimo that Ramsantose had 
cheated Your Honours by overcharging in the dock head- 
accounts no less, a sum than 50,000 rupees which Mr. Ranson 
knew nothing of and as he acquaints us he could make good 
this allegation by comparing Ramsantose's boolts with those' 
of Your Honours, and Ramsantose having told us we might 
inspect the books relating to the dock head we directed Messrs.- 
Smyth and Hastings to repair to his house and secure them. . 

83. The 30th following the Court of Justices .laid before us 
their proceedings on an information of Mr. Ranson’s against 
Messrs. Smytli and Hastings, copy whereof is inclosed for Your 
Honours’ observance. 

84. Upon sending for Mr. Ranson before us and telling liim 
if there were any books or papers belonging to him and not 
relative to Your Honours among those that were secured by 
the foregoing gentlemen that they should be delivered up to 
him, he replied he did not choose to take them away at that- 
time but should act as the law directed him. which behaviour 
appearing to us higlily insolent and his prosecution of the 
young gentlemen for felony Avho were acting by our orders 
being extreamly malicious and his warm espousal of his banian 
giving us great room to suspect at least some collusion, we 
suspended him your service till Your Honours’ pleasure thereon 
is known and have appointed Captain John Pinson to succeed- 
him. 

85. Mr. Ranson has since, by letter which is entered after' 
our Consultation of the 9th instant, offered himself as security 
for his banian’s appearance, and consenting to enter into a 
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43. As we imagined those delays of the merchants in bring- 
ing in their cloth proceeded from their designs to deprive'- us 
of having sufficient time for the sorting it, agreable to Your 
Honours’ orders, we acquainted them that all cloth brought in 
after the 21st of January should be cut in the prizing, that we 
should give suitable encouragement to those who brought in 
their cloth before that lime and shew a proper resentment to 
those who did not. 


44. We have contracted with the merchants to deliver in 
6000 pieces of Omorrah goods viz., 

Xil|p>s flno ..... 2500 

Knip.'s inidlmg ..... 2500 

(Jinglmnis ..... 1000 

on promising them an advance of 13^ per cent on last year’s 
prices but they refused to enter into a penalty in case of non- 
compliance. 


45. The gentlemen at Cossimbuzar wrote us under date the 
14lh October that they should have about 250 bales of silk and 
silk piccegoocls ready to be dispatched on Your Honours’ 
account about the latter end of that month, which being the 
season of the year that the I^Iorattoes are generally expected to 
return, they desired us to send such a party to convoy them 
down as we might esteem necessary and we accordingly sent 
a lieutenant ensign and 30 men. 

46. Under date the 30 th October the gentlemen at Cossim- 
buzar transmitted us their merchants’ reasons for having 
brought onl.y 13010 pieces of gurrahs into their cottah instead 
of 39,000, which wc re that not being advanced the full amount 
of the gurrah contracts in ready money has disabled them from 
providing the whole quantity and that they could not bring in 
any more than to the amount of what ready mc/ney they 
received in part, of which they promised to deliver in 20,000 
pieces by the last of November and the remainder by the 10th 
of Januai-y. 

47. On the 18 ultimo we received from thence 287 bales and 
chests of silk and silk piecegoods on Your Honours’ account 
which having inspected we found the raw silk in general very 
indifferent, particularly the Guzzerat, it being inferior in good- 
ness to the musters of Noyemberbund and though we observed 
they had cut the several sdrtments greatly in the prizing, yet 
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‘ On the 26th December of Mr. William 
Kempe on his own account Current 
Eupees six hundred and twenty four 
(624) payable to George Heath Esqr. 
or order @ 2/1 per rupee is £St. 65-0-0 

On the 2nd January of Captain David 
Kannie account Mr. Bernard Forrester 
Current Rupees nine hundred and 
nine (909) payable to Mr. Bernard 
Forrester or order 2/1 per rupee 
is £St 94-13-9 

On the 2nd do of Mr. Hollond Goddard 
account Mr. Solomon Franco Current 
Rupees nine thousand (9000) payable 
to Mr. Daniel Booth or order @2/1 
per rupee is £St 937-10-0 

The whole amount of bills granted @ 2/1 per rupee is 
‘Current Rupees 10533 or £St 1097-3-9. 

90. We have likewise granted three certificates of one tenor 
and date to the following persons, they having been first duely 
-sworn that the same is on the accounts as hereafter specified. 

On the 24th December of Captain John 
Samson on his own account Current 
Runees ten thousand rune hundred 
(10900). 

On the 2nd January of Thomas Burrow 
Esqr. by order of Mr. Nicholas Clerem- 
bault account Doctor Stephen Light- 
foot deceased CRs. eight thousand 
eight hundred and fifty six, eight 
annaes and six pice CRs. 8856-8-6. 

The whole amount of certificates granted is Current Rupees 
■nineteen thousand seven hundred and fifty six, eight annaes and 
•six pice (CRs 19756-8-6). 

91. The Export Warehousekeeper on the 30th ultimo inforn> 
ing us that the lower sorts of mulmulls Cossajura fine of 40 and 
2 and of the superfine mulmulls Santipore of 40 and 2 } were 
fallen in their qualities, we prized only the three head letters 
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liad got a new aurung established, by which means their busi- 
ness was a good deal expedited and they had encreased the 
investment 30,000 rupees more than it has ever been there,, 
having in that time invested about two laack of rupees. 

52. On inspecting the Jugdea goods we found the baftaes of 
13 yards and 1 yard and the chitty bully and cossses fine of 
40 and 2 much inferior to the cloth last year, concerning which- 
we have wrote to the gentlemen at Jugdea to know their 
reasons which we shall transmit Your Honours when we receive- 
their answer. 

53. We forwarded a list of the Omorrah goods ordered by 
Your Honours this year to Mr, Kelsall at Bulramgurry w’ho- 
informed us under date the 13th September they were not to- 
be provided as long as the Morattoes infested the countiy and 
their whole army was then expected there but in a letter dated 
the 2nd instant he wrote us he had great hopes of providing the- 
Omorra and Mucktapore goods the next season and requested' 
us to send him musters of the different sortments with the- 
prices that he might compare them with those he sent for from; 
the abovementioned places. 

Fourthly, concerning the trade of India and therein any 
transactions with the country Government, 

54. By the Dragon we transmitted Your Honours our Con- 
sultation on what had passed concerning the renewing your 
phirmaund. since w'hicla time the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar 
informed us of their having finished that affair with Hookumbeg 
for 20,000 rupees, there being no probability of reducing that 
sum or preventing Your Honours’ business being stopped had 
they refused complying with his demand, and they sent us a 
copy of Hookumbeg’s letter to the Chief assuring him that no 
further trouble should be given Your Honours on that account. 

55. The Governour and Council at Fort St. Davids having 
transmitted us two letters addressed to the Mogul concerning 
the troubles on the Cormandell coast to be forwarded to Delhi 
by different conveyances, we enclosed the same to the gentle- 
men at Cossimbuzar with orders accordingly. 

56. The gentlemen at Cossimbuzar having in obedience to 
Your Honours’ orders considered of a proper person to be 
employed at the Durbar are of opinion they cannot employ a • 
person more proper for that purpose than Kissendeb who has- 
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May it plca.se Vour Honour!; 

Your most faithful and most obedient humble servants 

A. Dawson /Ro/jer Drake Junr/K. H. Crutlendcn/Jas. 
Blachford/\Vm. Watts/Thos, Burrow/C. Manninnham/, 
Richd. Bechcr/Pnul Rtehd. Pcarkes, 

Fori William, 

January 2nd 1751/2 

(Ref: Home Public Letters to Court. Vol. 2, 1751-52, pp. fil- 
95. 

Copies of records obtained *from India Ollicc, Vol. 17. 
1752-53, pp. 1~3G, 

Para. 66, publi.shed in Wilson’s Old Fort William, Vol. I, 
pp. 237-38. 

Para.s. 49, 61 and 63 published jjj Ijong’s Selections, pp. 
29-30.) 


24 

LETTER DATED 16 JANUARY 1751/2 

■ The merchants pro7nisc to complete their contracts in lime-" 
military help sc7it lo Fort St. David-^'bounty' money paid to 
each soldier sent on duty to the Coromandel coast — bills oj 
exchange drawn on the Company. 

I 

T O the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the 
Hon’ble the United Company of Merchants of England 
trading to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours 

1. His Majesty’s sloop the Swallow, Henry Speke Esqr. 
commander, being on her departure for Europe via, Fort St. 
David and Your Honours’ ship the London being likewise under 
dispatch furnish us with the opportunity of conveying dupli- 
cate copies of our advices under date the 2nd instant and of 
acquainting Your Honours of the dispatdi of the Wager to 
Bombay from Ingellee the 25th ultimo when her draught of 
water was 17 ft. 10 inch on an even keel. 
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”sye raised the cooleys’ wages to 2. pun 12.gundies of cowries per 
.day on account of the scarcity and dearness of rice and other 
provisions. 

64. Tile Armenians delivered us a letter on the 21st Novem- 
ber setting forth tliat they presume Your Honours are un- 
acquainted ■ that their imports are by virtue of a phirniaund 
granted to them by the Great Mogul for whieh they annually 
pay 7 per cent, and as thej^ do not import any goods with Your 
Honoum’ dustick they requested us to defer, demanding consul- 
age thereon till your further orders concerning their paying 
this duty arrives. We promised them to refer .this affair to 
Your Honours but told them we should insist on their paying 
• the consulage in the mean time. 

65. The President on the 2nd instant received a letter from 
Meer Abseil at Patna informing him that Your Honours’ factory 
and other outhouses there are in want of repairs and has since 
WToto to him for to send down an estimate of the expences that 
may arise thereon. 

66. In the 108th paragraph of our address of the 20 August 
we acquainted Your Honours that we had agreed to purchase 
some timber and plank which were indented for by Mr. Robbins, 
but apprehending, as that gentleman was dead, they would rot 
before any use could be made thereof, and the persons with 
whom we bargained for them applying to us for payment or to 
return them, we agreed to deliver them back. 


■Sixthly, concerning factors, writers, officers and their accounts. 

67. Since our last advices under this head the following o^ 
Your Honours’ servants have departed this life 


On the 13th September Mr. Thomas Bury 
On the 21st do Captain William Pearson 
On the 16th October Lieut. Matthew DePen 
On the 29th do. Mr. William Hume 


1 




J 


of fevers. 


On the 16th November Mr. George Battle, suddenly, and by 
ndvices from the Coast we are informed that Mr. ,Scroope Jos. 
Fleming whom we permitted to, go to sea for the recovery of 
his health died on board the Lisle soon after he left pilot’s water. 

,68. .On the demise of Capt. ;Pearson, Lieutenant Laurence 
Witherington delivered, into, . the . Board a , memorial ; , about 
succeeding to the command of the vacant company, which is 
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Coast, which we have been obliged to comply with, for want', 
of barracks to keep them under better regulations and to prevent, 
their deserting. 

9 . We are now to advise Your Honours of the sums we have- 
granted bills of exchange for and first of those at 2/3 per- 
rupee: 



i 


On the 13th January of Roger Drake Esqr. 
on his own account Current Rupees 
nine hundred and ninety, twelve annass 
and six pice (990-12-6) payable to 
William Barwell Esqr. or order 
@ 2/3 is £St. 111 - 9 - 3 . 

On the 13th do of Mr. Peter Amyatt on his 
own account Current Rupees three 
hundred and eighty five, eleven 
. annses, six pice (385-11-6) payable to 
William Barwell Esqr. or order @ 2/3 
per rupee is £St. 43-7-J(^ 

On the 13th do of Mr. Peter Amyatt ac- 
count John Brown Current Rupees 
three hundred and eighty five, eleven 
annass and six pice (385-11-6) payable 
to William Barwell Esqr. or order at 
2/3 per rupee is £St. 43-7-ltt^ 


On the 13th do of Mr. Peter Amyatt on his 
own account Current Rupees eight 
hundred and eighty eight fourteen 
annses and three pice (888-14-3) pay- 
able to Mr. George Sherwood or order 
@ 2/3 per rupee is 


On the 13 th do of Mr. James Irwin on his 
own account Current Rupees one thou- 
sand three hundred and thirty three 
five annses and three pice (1333-5-3) 
payable tp Mr. Peter Taylor or order 
@ 2/3 per rupee is ^^^-0-0 

On the 13th do of John Hipwood on his 
own account Current Rupees nine 
hundred and seventy five and six pice 
(975-0-6) payable to John Hipwood or , 

order @ 2/3 per rupee is 109-13-10'» 
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77. In regard to the ballance of rupees 179211-9-6 due to- 
Your Honours at Cossimbuzar factory from the year 1741 to- 
1747 there has been only rupees 25657-2-9 recovered and that on 
account the gurrah contract anno 1745, and the gentlemen there 
have observed to us that there are some of the merchants who 
are willing to pay such part of their debts as they are able but 
on doing that desire a clearance of their whole debt, alledgang 
such indulgence would encourage them to exert themselves to' 
discharge as much of their ballances as possible which other- 
wise they will not do even in part, and as severe methods have 
been taken by the former Chiefs to very little purpose, they 
offered it as their opinion if such indulgence was allowed them 
that it would be the means of recovering some part of this large- 
debt which they fear can never be done any otherwise, the 
merchants being too much out of their power as well as out of 
Your Honours’ employ, to which we replied that we could by 
no means acquiesce but have directed them to send us an 
account of what sums each merchant is indebted and what part 
thereof each proposes to pay that we may forward the same to 
Your Honours for your orders thereon and in the meantime- 
we have recommended it to them to use their endeavours in- 
recovering as much as they possibly can. 

78. We are now to advise Your Honours of the sums we have- 
granted bills of exchange for at two shillings and three pence- 
(2/3) each rupee, the persons to whom they were granted having 
been duly sworn that the same were on the accounts as here- 
after specified. 

On the 15th December of Mr. Thomas 
Coales on his own account Current 
Rupees one hundred and seventy 
seven, twelve annses and six pice 
(177-12-6) payable to Capt. Theophilus 
Wight at 2/3 per rupee is £St. 20' 

On the 15th do of Mr. Hollond Goddard 
in part return for one chest coral 
mdrked AFI No. 5 Current Rupees 
five thousand one hundred and 
twenty five, eight annaes and nine pice 
(5125-8-9) payable to Mr. Solomon 
Franco or order at 2/3 per rupee is 


£St. 576-12-ff 
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On the 13 th do of Mr. James Valicourt 
on his own account Current Rupees 
five hundred and sixty (560) payable 
to' William Barwell Esqr. or order @ 
2/3 per rupee is 

On the 9th of Mr. Robert Gobdere on his 
' own account Current Rupees thirty 
thousand (30,000) payable to Mr. 
Robert Goodere or order @2/3 per 
rupee is 

On the 9th do of Mr. Richard Court 
account Mr, William Wogan Current 
Rupees one thousand three hundred 
and thirty three, five annaes and 
- three pice (1333-5-3) payable to Mr. 
William Wogan or order @ 2/3 per- 
rupee is 

On the 9th do of Captain Thomas Fenwick 
on his own account Current Rupees 
four hundred and forty four, seven 
annjes (444-7-0) payable to Charles 
Raymond Esq. or order @ 2/3 per 
rupee is 

On the 13 do of Mr. Richard Court ac- 
coimt Mr. Samuel G'urt of Bombay 

, . Current Rupees one thousand nine, 
hundred and sixty two (1962) pay- 
able to Messrs. Verelst and Fraser or 
order @ 2/3 per rupee is 

On the i4th, do of Thbrtias Burrow. Esqr. 
account Messrs. Fytche, Burrow 'and 
Orme Current' Rupees sixteen thbu- ■ 
sand four hundred and fifty 'six, five 
annaes and nine pice (16456-5-9) pay- 
able to Thomas Burrow Esqr. or order 
@ 2/3 per rupee is 

On the 15th do of Doctor William Fuller- 
ton on his own account Current 
Rupees one thousand five hundred 
(1500-0-0) payable to Messrs. Gosling 


£St. 63-0-0> 


£St. 3375-0-** 


£St. 150-0-0 •» 


£St. 50-0-0- 


£St. 228-18-0" 


.£Bt; 1851-6-9" 
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thousand one hundred and twenty 
three, four annaes and three pice 
(68123-4-3) payable to Richard 
Benyon Esqr. or order at 2/3 per 
rupee is 

On the 20lh do of Charles Manningham 
Esqr. account the produce of coral per 
Scarborough and Wager Current 
Rupees twenty five thousand seven 
hundred and ninety eight, eight 
annass and six pice (25798-8-6) pay- 
able to Richard Barwell Esqr. or 
order @ 2/3 per rupee is 

On the 20th do of Messrs. Manningham 
and Frankland account Mr. William 
Smyth King Current Rupees eleven 
thousand eight hundred and eighty 
four, eight annass (11884-8-0) payable 
to Mr. William Smyth King or order 
@ 2/3 is 

On the 20th do of Messrs. Manningham 
and Frankland account Joseph Fowke 
Esq. Current Rupees seven thousand 
six hundred and twenty six, eleven 
annaes and nine pice (7626-11-9) pay- 
able to Joseph Fowke Esqr. or his 
assigns @ 2/3 per rupee is 

On the 20th do of Edward Holden 
Cruttenden Esqr. on his own account 
Current Rupees two thousand and 
twenty four, fourteen annaes 
(2024-14-0) payable to Mr. Robert 
Clif or order @ 2/3 per rupee is 

On the 20th do of William Watts Esqr. 
account Mr. Robert Erskine at 
Bombay Current Rupees two 
hundred’ and twenty two, three aimaes 
and six pice (222-3-6) payable to ' Mr. 
Archibald Sterling or order @ 2/3 is 


£St 7663 t17-4 


£St 2902-6-8 


£St 1337-0-1 


£St 858-0-2 


£St 227-16-0 


£St 25-0-0 
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.41‘ We have likewise granted three certificates of one tenor 
and date to the following persons they being duly sworn that 
the same is on. the accounts as hereafter specified: 

On the 13th January of Captain Thomas 
Frognall on his own account Current 
Rupees nineteen thousand six hundred 
and twenty, fourteen annses CRs, 19620-14-6 

. Oh the 13th do of Messrs. Allwright and ‘ 

Isherwood account Captain William 
Sedgwick deceased Current Rupees 
forty five thousand eight hundred and 
forty seven, four annaas and six pice CRs. 45847-4-6 

On the 13th do of Messrs. Manningham 
and Frankland account Charles 
Floyer Esqr. Current Rupees four 
thousand seven hundred and fifty 
eight, ten annaes 4758-10-0 


On the 13th do of Messrs. Manningham 
and Frankland account Captain 
Richard Dorill Current Rupees seven 
thousand three hundred eighty seven, 
three annses and three pice CRs. 7387-3-3 


, The whole amount of certificates granted is Current Rupees 

77613-15-6. 

12. In the London’s packet Your Honours will receive copy 
■of Messrs. Becher and Pearkes’ letter accompanying the minutes 
of their proceedings on the accounts of Ramsantose which 
we transmit for Your Honours’ notice, concerning which we 
^hall be more particular in our advices by the latter ships- 

13. On finding the dooreas Cossajura fine of 40 and 2 to be 
inferior in quality and more particularly the 3 lower sortments 
to differ greatly in the several folds which made it impracti- 
cable to sort them in a proper manner, we prized the A and B 
as the fine sort and packed 'th6 C, D and E into a lower sort- 
ment calling them A, B and C and reduced them in the prices. 

14. We have laden on the Londbn sundry goods and mer- 
chandize which are consigned to Your . Honours 

and bill of lading enclosed amounting to CRs. 6,31,000 
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^On the 20th do of the Hon’ble Adam • 

Dawson Esqr. on his own account 
Current Rupees fourteen thousand 
nine hundred and sixty (14960) pay- 
able to Mr. Solomon Franco or order 
@2/1 per rupee is £St. 1558-6-8 


•On the 20th do of Mr. Thomas Holme on 
his own accoimt Current Rupees 
three thousand and seventy two 
(3072) payable to CoUonel Charles 
Russell or order @ 2/1 per rupee is £St. 320-0-0 


On the 20th do of Messrs. Watts and 
Manningham on their own accounts 
Current Rupees fourteen thousand 
two hundred and twenty eight, eleven 
annaes (14228-11-0) payable to Mr. 

Archibald Sterling or order at 2/1 

per rupee is £St. 1482-3-1 


The whole amoimt of bills of exchange drawn @ 2/1 per 
rupee is Current Rupees 47166-1-6 or £St 4913-2-7. 


80. We have likewise granted three certificates of one tenor 
■and date to the following persons, they being duly sworn that 
the same is on the accounts as hereafter specified. 


On the 19th December of Captain Pinson 
Bonham account the estate of Captain 
Philip D’ Auvergne Current Rupees 
eight thousand eight hundred and 
eighty nine (CRs. 8889). 

On the 19th do of Captain Pinson 
Bonham account the estate of 
Mr. William Foreman Current Rupees 
one thousand one hundred and eleven 
(CRs. 1111). 

On the 23rd do of Messrs. Fytche and 
Buirow account the estate of William 
Wake Esqr. deceased Current Rupees 
three thousand eight hundred and 
three, fourteen annass and nine pice 
(CRs. 3803-14-9). 



570 


LETTER TO COURT 


May it please Your Honours 

1. Our last address bore date the 16 instant and was 
forwarded to Your Honours per London and His Majesty’s- 
sloop the Swallow, copy whereof is enclosed as also copies of 
our advices under dates the 2nd September per Dragon and 2nd 
January per Kent. 

2. The London was dispatched from Ingellee the 21st instant 
by Mr. William Watts at which time her draught of water was 
17 feet 6 inches forward and 17-9 abaft. 

3. This waits on Your Honours per ship Hardwick and serves 
to enclose the several papers relating to her as specified in the 
list of packet. 

4. Mr. Drake, Export Warehouse-keeper, having acquainted 
us that the greatest part of the Burron and Commercolly cossaes 
was very inferior to muster and deficient in their lengths and 
breadths, we reduced the inferior parcells to a lower letter and 
took the whole as Your Honours had ordered so large a 
quantity thereof. 

5. We have likewise prized about 400 peices of cossaes Malda 
fine gold heads of 40 and 2, though not contracted for, as the 
cloth was of a good sortment. 

6. In regard to the fine Santipore mullmulls there was about 
1700 peices over and above the quantity agreed for, which 
arising from our orders to the Warehousekeeper to sort the in- 
ferior letters of the superfine into this sortment, we agreed to 
prize them reducing what letters of this qualify fell under the 
price of 14 rupees to the head letters of the ordinary mulmuUs 
Santipore. 

7. There being a larger quantity of mulmulls Cossajura 

of 40 and 2 sorted with what the other merchants were to bring 
in on their contracts than we Tiad agreed for, as also a larger 
quantity of hummums superfine of 24 and 3 than ordered, and 
being apprehensive the merchants will not bring in their full 
contracts for the lower sortments of those goods, we agreed to 
take them, packing those of the former sort which came to the 
price of 16 rupees as the head letters of the mu lmull s Cossajura 
ordinary and those letters of the latter which came under the 
price of* 14 rupees as the head letters of the hummums fine. 
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bond to the amount of 50,000 rupees we directed our lawyer tu 
draw out one accordingly which Mr. Rahson refusing to sign 
we transmit the same for Your- Honours’ observance 'and have' 
ordered the Jemindar to' continue to keep peons on Ram- 
santose till the proper scrutiny and examination is made into 
his books and papers by Messrs. Becher and Pearkes whom 
we have appointed for that service. 

86, We have wrote to the King of Queda- conformable 
to Your Honours’ orders transmitted us under date the 6 
February last. 

87. Our President begs leave to express his concern at the 
resentment shown by Your Honours under date the 15th March 
1750/1 on his appo^intment of a surgeon and was in hopes that 
his reasons offered per Lapwing for taking that appointment 
on himself would have been deemed satisfactory; however as a 
proof it was not out of any contempt to Your Honours’ express 
commands, immediately on the arrival of those under date 
the 28th November 1750 Mr, William Fullerton was appointed 
surgeon of this factory. 

88, Since vTiting thus far we have granted the following 
bills at two shillings and three pence (2/3) per rupee: 

On the 2nd January of Mr. Hollond 
Goddard account coral Current 
Rupees nine hundred and sixteen, 
one annas and nine pice (916-1-9) 
payable to Mr. Joseph Salvadore or 
order @ 2/3 per rupee is £St 103-1-3 

On the 2nd do of Mr. William Nixon 
account Mr. John Jenks Current 
Rupees eight hundred and ninety 
eight, ten annass and six pice 
(898-10-6) payable to Mr. David Jenks 
or order @2/3 per rupee is £St 101-2-0 

The whole amount of bills granted at 2/3 per rupee is 
Current Rupees 1814-12-3 or £St 204-3-3. 

89. We have likewise granted the following bills @ two 
shiUings and one penny (2/1) per rupee. 
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to Mr. Joseph Salvadore or order at 

2/3 per rupee is £St. 107-6-2 

The whole amount of bills of exchange granted at 2/3 per 
rupee is CRs. 11020-14-0 or £St 1137-19-7. 

10. We have likewise granted the following at 2/1 per 
rupee; 

On the 24 January’ of Mr. James Mc- 
Pherson Current Rupees four hundred 
(400) payable to Mr. Thomas Parratt 
@2/1 per rupee is £St. 41-13-4 

On the 24 do of Mr. John Knox Senior 
Current Rupees one thous.and nine 
hundred and twenty (1920) payable to 
Mr. George Male or order @2/1 per 
rupee is £St. 200-0-0 


On the .24 do or Mr. Wm. Nixon Current , 

Rupees one thousand and thirty, six 
annms (1030-6-0) payable to Messrs. 

Crommelin Pigou and John Goddard 

or order at 2/1 per rupee is ' £St. 107-6-2 

On the 24th do of Mr. Richard Court Cur- 
rent Rupees one hundred and sixteen, 
five annses (116-5-0) payable to Mr. 

Joseph Styles or order at 2/1' per 

rupee is £St, 12-2-3. 

On the 24th do of the Hon’ble Adam Daw- 
son Esqr. Current Rupees four thou- 
sand nine hundred and forty four, nine 
annses and nine pice (4944-9-9) payable 
to Mr. James Barton or order at 2/1 
per rupee is £St. 515-1-3 


On the 29th do of the Hon’ble Adam Daw- 
son Esqr. and Edward Holden Crutten- 
den Esqr. account Mr. Wm. Holcomb 
Cui'rent Rupees three hundred and 
five, four annses (305-4-0) payable to 
Wm. Davis Esqr. or order at 2/1 per 
rupee is 


£St. 31-15-11 
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and had the C and D sorted into an inferior quality, and as the 
merchants brought in a larger proportion^of those goods than 
we contracted for, in order to prevent as much as lies in our 
power such practices in future we returned the surplus and 
prized only the due quantity much below the contract price» 
which we hope will be the means of making them keep up 
closer to their contracts in general and particularly to their 
engagements in ordinary goods. 

92. And as we were offered upwards of 300 peices of cossaes 
Cogmaria fine of 40 and 2^ though not contracted for, we prized 
them as such goods were ordered in Your Honours’ list, of 
investment. 

93. The gentlemen at Dacca having requested us to send 
them three laack of rupees to begin their investment for the 
ensuing year we have this day ordered a laack and an 'half of 
Arcot Rupees to be chested up and sent thither which, with. 
30,000 rupees we have permitted them to draw on us for and 
the 15 chests we forwarded to them the 2nd ultimo, will make 
up that sum. 

94. Messrs. Becher and Pearkes have not as yet finished their 
examination into Ramsantose’s books; their report thereof we 
shall forward to Your Honours per London. 

95. We have laden on board the Kent sundry goods and 
merchandize which goes consigned to Your Honours as per 
invoice and bill of lading enclosed [amounting] to CRs 675200.; 

96. We have likewise laden on board her sundry stores for 
the use of Your Honours’ island St. Helena amounting to 
Current Rupees one thousand three hundred and thirty seven, 
four annses and three pice (CRs 1337-4-3). 

97. The rainy bad weather has prevented us from dispatch- 
ing this ship ten days sooner to Your Honours. 

98. Mr. William Watts who dispatches this ship from Ingellee 
will advise Your Honours of her draught of water and what 
else he may find necessary from thence. 

99. We wish her a safe and speedy passage to Your Honours 
and are with the greatest respect. 

125 Dir. of Arch. 
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.“sessions for to give evidence against Mr, Burrow for falsely 
-and illegally imprisoning him, the other signed by Mr. Ranson. 
to sub poena sundry persons, as evidences against Messrs. Smyth 
and Hastings for feloniously breaking open the house of 
Ramsantose and taking from thence sundry books and papers' 
value unknown, upon which for our reasons set forth in our 
’Consultation of that day we ordered Ramsantose to be publick- 
ly whipped, and Mr. Woolhead, from his being instrumental 
in those violent proceedings of Ramsantose and Mr. Ranson 
and from his continually creating disturbances whereby he has 
rendered himself obnoxious to the settlement and consequently 
acting prejudicial to Your Honours’ interest, to repair on 
board the Scarborough which ship we hope to dispatch by the 
middle of next month. 

15. In the box of books we transmit Your Honours a copy of 
Messrs, Becher and Pearkes’ proceedings on their enquiry ‘into 
Ramsantose’s books andt papers as far as they have hitherto 
.gone. 

16. Mr. Wadham Brooke petitioned us on the 23r3 December 
for an order to Captain Robson to receive him on board the 
Kent and accommodate him with a passage to Europe, upon 
which we sent Mr. Meredith our attorney to him for to give 
security to stand to the award of His Majesty’s Council on his 
appeal to Europe, with which as he. did not comply, we directed 

• our lawyer to petition the Mayor’s Court to oblige him thereto 
but they, on Mr. Brooke’s offering his own bond and our reject- 
ing it, deferred the consideration thereof till the holidays were 

• over when they thought proper to accept his own bond, an. 
:^attested copy whereof is herewith sent, 

17. Mr. Brooke on the 29th instant requesting an order tO' 
'Captain Samson to receive him on board the Hardwick when 
we complied therewith, being of opinion we had no right to 
•detain him as he had given the security the Mayors’ Cour^ 
■directed, though unprecedented in cases of the like .nature and 
he accordingly takes his passage on the Hardwick. 

18. Mr. Thomas Burrow requesting our permission to return 

to Europe on account of his indifferent state of health we grants 
-ed his request as he does not appear any ways indebted to 
Your Honours and having paid the usual 96 rupees into yo^ 
•cash. ■ ’ 
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2. Tile Kent, Captain Robson, was dispatched to Your Hono*- 
urs from Ingclloe the 6th instant at which time she drew 18 feet 
•water forward and 38 feel 6 inches abaft, her cargoe amounting 
as per abstract of her invoice and second bill of lading enclosed 
in the London’s packet to Current Rupees 675200, 

3. We have already acquainted Your Honours that the 
Hardwick and Scarboroueh are taking in bales and we shall be 
as expeditious as possible in expediting the dispatch of those 
two ships. 

4. Our merchants informing us on the 11th instant that 
they should be able to compleat this year’s contracts in due 
time, we have come to a resolution to return the Duke of Dorset 
to Europe for which purpose she is taking in saltpetre and 
redwood. 

5. Since our last advices to Your Honoui‘s the Governour and 
•Council at Fort St. David requested us to send them 200 of 
•our military with what fire-arms we could spare as such a 
■supply would conduce greatly to the success of Your Honours’ 
affairs upon the Cormandell coast and as this part of the coun- 
try is quite settled at present and there being no appearance 
of any immediate troubles, we have complied with their request 
for men bv sending 143 soldiers on the Fort St. David and 58 
soldiers on the Swallow sloop under the command of Captain 
Robert Sanderson and James Chase. The passage money for 
the former we have referred to the gentlemen at the Coast to 
■settle and account with the owners of that ship for and for the 
latter Your Honours will be pleased to account when the Swdl- 
low arrives in England. 

6. It was entirely out of our power to send them any fire 
arms as we have not, more in our military stores than 200 fire- 
locks fit for service exclusive of the arms of this detachment. 

7. We have requested the gentlemen at Fort St. David to re- 
turn not only this command but all the recruits which Your 
Honours designed for this Presidency and they detained there, 
as soon as Your Honours’ affairs would admit thereof. 

8. After this detachment was draughted and before Jhe 
soldiers were embarqued they threw down their arms and insist- 
ed on having a bounty money of 20 rupees a man as was paid 
to the parties sent sometime ago to Bombay and since to th^ 
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A. Dawson/Wm. Watts/Roger Drake Junr/Thos. 
Burro w/E. H. Cruttenden/C. Manningham/Richd, 
Becher/Paul Richard Pearkes. 

(Ref: Home Public Letters to Court Vol. 2, 1751-52, pp. 105 — 

m. 

Copies of records obtained from India Office Vol. 17, 1752-53,. 
pp. 4^54.) 
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LETTER DATED 17 EEBRUARY 1751/2 

The NawaVs order regarding recoinage of all bullion and"’ 
currency — representation of the European Companies — Williani' 
Frankland admitted to a seat in the Council — account of Patna, 
goods purchased from Omiehand. 

10 the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the- 

Hon’ble the United Company of Merchants of England- 
Trading to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours 

* 

1. Our last , address under the established heads bore date- 
the 2nd January and was forwarded to Your Honours per- 
Kent since which dispatch we have transmitted Your Honours- 
the necessary advices under date the 16. January per London, 
and 31 do per Hardwick as per copies thereof enclosed. 

2. We are now to inform Your Honours of an order issued 
out from the Durbar to send all money whether bullion ojr 
rupees to the mint at Muxadavad to be coined there into Siccas- 
dr disposed of to Jugutseat and forbidding the Europeans to pay 
away any money to their merchants but in new Siccas 

3. As we looked upon this step of the government, provided. ' 

it should take place, to be of the utmost ill consequence to. 
Your Honours we joined with the French and Dutch gentle- 
men in directing our respective Cheifs and their Council at. 
Gossimbuzar to act in concert and represent to the Nabob the 
great hardships that will attend this order and to request him to.> 
permit bullion and different coins to ..have their usual currency.- 
which we are in hopes will have the desired effect. • 



16 JANUARY 1751/52 


565 


• On the 13th do of William Watts on his 
own account Current Rupees nine 
thousand eight hundred and twenty 
seven, fourteen annses and six pice 
(9827-14-6) payable to Messrs. David 
Findlay and William Watts or order 
@2/3 per rupee is 

' On the 13th do of Mr. Charles Hampton on 
his own account Current Rupees cttie 
hundred and nine (109) payable to 
William Davis Esqr. or order @ 2/3 
per rupee is 

'On the 13th do of Messrs. Manningham 
and Frankland accoimt William 
Fytche Esqr. Current Rupees one thou- 
sand nine hundred and thirty four, 
eight annses and three pice (1934-8-3) 
payable to Messrs. Gosling and Rennet 
or order @ 2/3 per rupee is 

‘ On the 13th do of Messrs. Manningham 
and Frankland account Joseph Fowke 
Esqr. Current Rupees four hundred 
and seventy four, fifteen annses and 
nine pice (474-15-9) payable to Mr. 
Joseph Fowke or order @ 2/3 per 
rupee is 

''On the 13th do of Messrs. Manningham 
and Frankland account Edward Eyles 
Esqr. Current Rupees one thousand 
three hundred and eighteen, five 
annses (1318-5-0) payable to Edward 
Eyles Esqr. or order @ 2/3 per rupee 
is 

;On the 13th do of Mr. William Frankland 
on his own account Current Rupees 
eight hundred and eighty eight, four- 
teen annses and three pice (888-14-3) 
payable to Thomas Frankland Esqr. pr 
order @ 2/3 per rupee is 


£St. 1105-12-9 


£St. 12-5-3 


£St. 217-13-a 


£St. 53-8-3 


£St. 148-6-2 


£St. 100-0-a, 
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On the 13 February of Mr. James Irwin 
account Mr. John Cooke Current 
Rupees four hundred and forty four, 
seven annses (444-7-0) payable to Mr. 

Nathaniel Jacobs or order at 2/3 per 

rupee is £St. 50-0-0 

On the 13 do of the Hon’ble Adam Daw- 
son Esqr. account Mr. Joseph Hurlock 
Current Rupees twelve thousand 
(12000) payable to Mr. John Sedgwick 
or order at 2/3 per rupee is £St. 1350-0-0 

On the 13 do of Messrs. Manningham and 
Frankland account Wm. Fytche Esqr. 

Current Rupees nine hundred and ten, 
twelve annses (910-12-0) payable to 
Messrs. Gosling and Bennet or order 
at 2/3 is £St. 102-8-6.. 

On the 15 do of the Hon'ble Adam Dawson 
Esqr. on his own account Current 
Rupees one thousand tliree hundred 
and thirty three, five annaes, six pice 
(1333-5-6) payable to William Davis 
Esqr. or order at 2/3 is £St. 150-0-0 

On the 15th do of Edward Holden Crutten- 
den Esqr. on his own account Current 
Rupees one thousand seven hundred 
and seventy seven, twelve annaes and 
six pice (1777-12-6) payable to Mr. 

Robert Cliff or order at 2/3 per rupee 
is £St. 200-0-0- 

The whole amount of bills granted at 2/3 per rupee is CRs. 
18668-6-9 or £St. 2100-3-2. ^ 

10. We have likewise granted the following bills at 2/1 per* 
rupee viz.. 

On the 10 February of Edward Horden 
Cruttenden Esqr. Current Rupees six- 
teen thousand six hundred ninety 
two, four annaes and three pice (16692 
4-3) payable to Edward Holden Crut- 
tenden Esqr. or order at 2/1 per rupee 

£St. 1738-15-6.. 
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and Bennet or order @ 2/3 per rupee- 

.is £St. 168-15-0 

On the . 15th do of Paul Richard Pearkes 
Esqr. on his own account Current 
Rupees five hundred and seventy 
seven, twelve annaes and six pice 
. (577-12-6) payable to Mr. Percival 
Bentley or order @2/3 per rupee is £St. 65-0-0 

The whole amount of bills granted at 2/3 per rupee is Cur- 
rent Rupees 72346-15-9 or £St, 8147-4-0. 

10. We have likewise granted the following bills at two 
shillings and one penny (2/1) per rupee: 

On the 13th January of Roger Drake Esqr. 
account Daniel Lascelles Esqr. Cur- 
rent Rupees three thousand eight 
hundred and forty (3840) payable to 
Mr. Henry Lascelles or order @ 2/1 
per rupee is 

On the 13th do of the Hon’ble 
Adam Dawson Esqr. Current 
■ Rupees five hundred and eighty, thir- 
teen annaes (580-13-0) payable to Mr. 

David Pindl^ or order @ 2/1 per 

rupee is 

On the 13th do of Mr. Peter Amyatt Cur- 
rent Rupees sixteen thousand five 
hundred and ten, eleven annaes and 
three pice (16510-11-3) payable to 
Samuel Rooper Esqr. or order <@ 2/1' 
per rupee is £St. 1719-17-3: 

On the 13th do of Mr. William Framkland 
Current Rupees four thousand five 
hundred and three, three annaes and 
six pice (4503-3-6) payable to the 
Reverend Mr. Charles Webber or 
order @ 2/1 per rupee is £St. 469-1-8 

The whole amount of bills granted at 2/1 per rupee :is CRs 
25434-11-9 or £St. 2648-18-11. 


£St. 400-0-8 


£St. 60-10-8 
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four hundred (38400) payable to Mr. ' 

Moses Solomons or order at 2/1 per 

rupee is £St. 4000-0*0 

On the 13th do of the Hon’ble Adan> Daw- 
son Esqr. Curi'ent Rupees seven liund- ■ 
red and seventy six, nine annaes and 
six pice (776-9-6) payable to Mr. 

Nathaniel Jacobs or order at' 2/1 per 

rupee is £St. 80-17-10 

On the 15th do of Mr. Peter Amyatt Cur- 
rent Rupees six thousand seven hund- 
red and thirty eight, one annas (6738- 
1-0) payable to Samuel Rooper Esqr. 
or order at 2/1 per rupee is £St. 701-17-7 

On the 15 do of Anthony D’Arnaud Esqr. 
on his own account Current Rupees 
nine thousand six hundred (9600) pay- 
able to Anthony D’Arnaud Esqr. or 
order at 2/1 per rupee is' ■ £St. 1000-0-0 

The whole amount of bills granted at 2/1 per I’upee is 
€Rs. 109,900-2-0 or £St. 11447-18-3. 

11. We have likewise granted the following certificates of • 
'One tenor and date to the following persons viz., 

On the 13th February of Captain Pinson 
Bonham account Mr. William ' Fore- 
man Current Rupees three thousand 
seven hundred twenty nine, three 
annses and thi-ee pice (CRs. 3729-3-3). 

On the 13th do of Richard Becher.Esqr. . 
account Captain John Samson, Cur- 
rent Rupees two thousand . (CRs. 2000). 

On the 14 do of Captain Pinson Bonham 
account Captain Philip D’Auvergne 
Current Rupees seven thousand two 
hundred and sixty eight (CRs. 7268). 

The whole amount of certificates granted is Current Rupees 
.12997-3-3. 

12, Mr. John Knox, who purchased Your Honours’ arrack 
•farm having petitioned us to request Your Honours will send. 
Jiim two stills of 400 gallons teach with three worms of a size 
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15. We have likewise laden on her sundry stores for the use 
:Df Your Honours’ island St. Helena amounting to CRs. 1354-9-6 

16. Mr. Robert Goodere (who came from the Coast last 
August for the recovery of his health) and Mr. David Findlay 
having petitioned us for leave to return to Europe on the 
London, we complied with their requests on their paying the 
usual 96 rupees into Your Honours’ treasury. 

17. Mr. William Watts who dispatches this ship from Ingel- 
lee will advise Your Honours of her draught of water and what 
•else he may find necessary from thence. 

18. We wish these ships prosperous and speedy passages to 
Europe and are 

May it please Your Honours 

Your most faithful and obedient 
humble servants 

A. Dawson/Roger Drake Junr./E. H. Cruttenden/Wm. 
Watts/Thos. Burrow/C. Manningham/Richd. Becher/ 
Paul Richd. Pearkes. 

Fort William, 

Januarjf 16th 1751/2. 

(Ref: Home Public Letters to Court Vol. 2, 1751-52, pp. 96 — 
104. 

Copies of records obtained from India Office Vol. 17, 1752-53, 
pp. 37 — 45. 

Para. 6 published in Long’s Selections, p. 30.) 


25 

LETTER DATED 31 JANUARY 1751/2 

Purchase of additional quantity of fine muslin — Woolhead 
ordered to return to Europe for his insolent behaviour — case 
of Ramsantosh. 

T O the Honourable the Court of Directors for Affairs of the 
Hon’ble United Company of Merchants of England trading 
•to the East Indies. ’ . 
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May it please Your Honours 

1. Our last address bearing date the 17th instant was for- 
warded to Your Honours per Scarborough which ship was dis- 
patched from Ingellec tlie 21st instant by Mr. William Watts 
when her draught of water was 18 feet on an even keel and 
enclosed we transmit Your Honours copy of said address as 
likewise a copy of our address under date the 31st January 
per Hardwick. 

2. This waits on Your Honours per ship Duke of Dorset and 
in the packet you will receive the necessary papers relating to 
this ship as incerted in the list. 

3. In our last we advised Your Honours of our having pur- 
chased some Patna goods by sorting of which we found the 
glazing much broke and that they could not be refolded so close 
together, on which account we directed the Warehousekeeper to 
pack up the whole quantity without distinction of letters, that 
having been the custom at Patna. 

4. We have not sent Your Honours any Cossajura dooreas 
middling this season judging those brought into your cottah to 
be of too bad a quality to prize. 

5. In consequence of our promise in the 77th paragraph of 
our addi’ess dated the 2nd ultimo we now transmit you the list 
of the Cossimbuzar merchants who are indebted to Your 
Honours at that factory from the year 1741 to 1747 with the 
amount of their debts annexed to their respective names, as 
likewise the account of what such as could be found propose 
to pay in part of tho^e debts, from which Your Honours being 
let into the condition of your several debitors will be better 
able to send us your orders concerning them. 

6. The gentlemen at Cossimbuzar finding their merchants fell 
short in the proportion of the A of the yellow Rungpore silk 
have taken the overplus of the B and C at 6 ann®s less than 
what they prized those letters at to make the quantity up 40 
maunds. 

7. The Cossimbuzar merchants having fallen short in seve- 
ral articles o^, the investment particularly gurrahs, plain taffa- 
ties, ordinary bandannoes and choppas assured the gentlemen 
there that it was impossible for them to comply with their con- 
tracts for gurrahs as that article rose considerably after they 
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8. We likewise prized about 1200 peices of Barnagul handker> 
chcifs more than contracted for and reduced the adaties (they 
being of a very bad sortment) to a lower letter. 

9. We have granted the following bills of exchange at two- 
shillings and three pence per rupee (2/3): 

On the 24th January of Richard Becher 
Esqr. account of Doctor Wm. Forth 
Current Rupees one thousand three 
hundred and thirty three, five annaes 
and three pice (1333-5-3) payable to 
Mr. Wm. Ferguson or order at 2/3 
per rupee is £St. 150-0-0' 

On 24th do of Mr. Richard Court account 
Mr. Dawsonne Drake Current Rupees 
six hundred and five, twelve annses 
and three pice (605-12-3) payable to 
Messrs, Wm. Verelst and Wm. Fraser 
or order at 2/3 per rupee is £St. 68-3-0' 

On the 21 do of the Hon’ble Adam 
Dawson Esqr. account Mr. William 
Baillie Current Rupees one thousand 
(1000) payable to Mr. Robert Baillie or 
order at 2/3 per rupee is £St. 112-10-0’ 

On the 21 do of Edward Holden Crutten- 
den Esqr. on his own account Current 
Rupees four thousand four hundred 
and forty four, seven annaes (4444-7-0) 
payable to Mr. Robert Cliff or order 
at 2/3 per rupee is £St. 500-0-0- 

On the 29 January of Mr. John Pinson 
on his own account Current Rupees 
one thousand seven hundred and seven- 
ty seven, twelve annaes and six pice 
(1777-12-6) payable to Mr. Edward 
Payne or order at 2/3 per rupee is £St. 200-0-0’ 

On the 21 do of Mr. Hollond Goddard 
account coral Current Rupees one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty 
nine, ten annaes (1859-10-0) payable 
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On the 22nd February of Paul Richard 
Pearkes Esqr. on his own account Cur- 
rent Rupees six hundred fifty four 
(654) payable to Mr. Percival Bentley 
or order at 2/3 per rupee is £St. 73-11-6- 


On the 22nd do of Captain Laurence With- 
erington on his own account Current 
Rupees four hundred and fourty four, 
seven annaes (444-7-0) payable to Char- 
les Frederick Esqr. or order at 2/3 per 
rupee is £St. 50-0-0- 

On the 23rcl February of Mr. William 
Kempe account Mr. Edward Eyre Cur- 
rent Rupees three hundred and fifty 
five, eight annaas and nine pice (355-8-9) 
payable to Mrs. Kenton or order @ 

2/3 per rupee is £St. 40-0-0' 


The whole amount of bills drawn at 2/3 per rupee is CRs. 
1453-15-9 or £St. 163-11-6. 

14. We have likewise granted the following bill at 2/1 per 
rupee. 


On the 23rd February of the Hon’ble Adam 
Da%vson Esqr. Current Rupees six 
thousand four hundred (6400) payable 
to Messrs. Abraham and Jacob Franco 
or order at 2/1 per rupee is £St. 666-13-4 

15. We have likewise granted three certificates of one tenor- 
and date. 

On the 22nd February of Captain Thomas 
Frognall on his own account Current 
Rupees tw^enty thousand six hundred 
and sixty five, four annaes (CRs. 20665-4-0). 

16. Mr. Drake Export Warehousekeeper has delivered us a- 
letter this day containing his remarks on the investment anno 
1751 to which he has annexed the account of sundry goods con- 
tracted for, prized and short delivered which is entered after 
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’ The whole amount of bills granted at 2/1 is Current Rupees 
8716-8-9 or £St. 907-19-4. 

11. We have likewise granted three certificates of one tenor 
and date to the following persons: 

On the 29th January of Captain David 
Rannie account Captain Charles 
Fowles Current Rupees five thousand 
six himdred and thirty, eleven annses, 
and nine pice (5630-11-9). 

On the 29th do of Captain David Rannie 
account Captain Robert Robinson 
Current Rupees seven thousand five 
hundred and eight, fifteen annses 
and six pice (CRs. 7508-15-6). 

On the 29th do of Captain David Rannie 
account Captain John Ramsay Cur- 
rent Rupees eleven thousand three 
hundred and eighty two, seven annses 
and six pice (CRs. 11382-7-6). 

On the 29th do of Captain John Samson 
on his own account Current Rupees 
ten thousand (10,000). 

The whole amount of certificates granted is Current Rupees; 
34522-2-9. 

12. Mr. William Woolhead on the 6th instant delivered us- 
a letter from Mr. Jonathan Ranson which is entered after our' 
Consultation of that day when we agreed to receive no more 
letters from him than what related immediately to Your Hono- 
urs’ affairs. 

13. Your Honours will likewise observe from the insolent 
behaviour of Mr. Woolhead at the Board as incerted in that, 
day’s Consultation the necessity we lay under of shewing a 
proper resentment thereto by ordering him to prepare to- 
return to Europe on one of the ships boimd thither this season, 
to which Mr. James Blachford has entered his dissent. 

14. The 29th instant Mr. Frankland the Clerk of the Peace 
layed; before us two notes, the one signed by Ramsantose desuv 
jug him to sub-poena sundry witnesses to appear at the quarter 
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LETTER DATED 18 SEPTEMBER 1752 

Shipping dctaih — siimcy mncfe of the river — satisfactory 
condition of invcsivicni — the Naivah's order regarding rccoinagc 
of all bullion and representation of the Suropoan Companies — 
diifmissa? of Govindaram Mitrn from the Company's service and 
Holwell's charges against him — Members of Council to in'sif. the 
.hospital in rotation — the President's visit to Siraj-ttd-daulah 
tciih suitable presents. ^ 

O the Hon'ble the Court oi Directors for Affairs of the 
I Hon'ble United Company of Merchants of England trading 
•to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours 

1. Under date the w3rd February we addressed Your 
Honours per Duke of Dorset which ship was dispatched from 
Ingellee the 1st March by Mr. Wm. Frankland when her di-aught 
of water was 17 feet 7 inches on an even keil. The reason for 
not dispatching her in the time limited by charterpaidy was 
owing to the delay of six sloops which did not arrive in time 
to be unladen before the day Mi\ Frankland dispatched her. 
for which neglect we stopped the syrangs* pay as they did not 
give us a satisfactory answer. 

2. Duplicate of our above mentioned address Your Honours 
will receive in this packet. 

3. We shall now proceed to give Your Honours a particular 
and distinct account of j'our affairs under our management 

i since that time under the" usual established heads and to reply 
to your several commands received tliis season viz., under dales 
the 21st August per Durrington and the Sth and IGth January 
per Godolphin and Admiral Vernon. 

First, concerning shipping. 

4. As Your Honours* sloop, tlie Boncta. was not returned 
from the Covmondelt coast and judging the gentlemen there 
would be in want of the remainder of the gunpowder importisd 

5S6 
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19. We have delivered up Captain Samson his bills of lad- 
an^, he having accounted for the amount of the damaged, goods 
^nd short delivery per Hardwick. 

20. In the box of books we transmit Your Honours a copy 
of the general books of this Presidency ballanced to the 30tii 
April last, as likewise one sett of our Consultations from the 
26th of February 1750/1 to this day inclusive, with all other 
necessary papers for the year 1751 as specified in the list, 

21. We have laden on the Hardwick sundry goods and mer- 

ohandize which are consigned to Your Honours as per invoice 
and bill of lading enclosed amounting to Ciurrent Rupees 

22. We have likewise laden on her sundry stores for the 
use .of Your Honours’ island St. Helena amounting to Current 
Rupees 1231-9-9. 

23. Mr. Richard Becher who dispatches this ship will advise 
Your Honours of her draught of water and what else he may 
find necessary from Ingellee. 

24/ Wishing her a safe and speedy passage to Europe we 
remain. 

May it please Your Honours 

« 

Your faithful and most obedient humble servants 

' ' A. Dawsoii/Roger Drake Junr/E. H. Cruttenden/Wm.' 

Watts/Thos. Buitow/C. Manningham/Richd. Becher/, 
aul Richard Pearkes. 

Fort William, 

January 31st, 1751/2. 

P.S; Since closing the above Your Honours will be pleased 
to observe by an additional *Minute to this day’s Consultation 
that we called Mr. Simon Loake before us to acquaint him with 
your orders concerning him and for the particul^s of our pro- 
ceedings we beg leave to refer Your Honours to this day’s 
•Cons\iltation but Mr. Loake being ordered to wait in an 
•outward room till the sentiments of the Board were taken 
thereon and having withdrawn himself without our knowledge 
we were of opinion that he is unworthy of the indulgence we. 
had granted him and have ordered a guardi to be sent after 
fiim to bring him up and carry him on board the Hardwicke. 
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11. On. the receipt o£ Your Honours' ordei-s per Durringlon 
we sent for Capt. Pinson, the Master Attendant, and directed: 
him to issue out fresh orders to the pylots not to bring up any 
of Your Honours’ ships higher than Rogues River (which 
always has been our instructions) without a particular order- 
from us, which he promised to observe and informed us they 
corresponded with those he issued out on his entering into the 
post, 

12. Such of Your Honours’ ships as have already imported 
here this season have been searched for private trade by one- 
of your covenanted servants agreable to your orders transmitted 
us per Durrington and we shall pay the like regard to them 
with respect of the ships which may in future import here. 

13. In obedience to Your Honours’ orders for sending to- 
Bombay what saltpetre they may want for kintlaging their 
ships and making up their charterparty tonage, we desired 
them under date the 30th April to inform us of the quantity. 

14. We also wrote at the same time to the gentlemen at Fort ■ 
St. David upon that subject and requested them to transmit us: 
the amount of the gold mentioned in the 7th paragraph of .your - 
commands of the 2lst August by the first good sea conveyance, 
which they informed us under date the 10th May was not in 
their power to replace. 

15. The owners of the Fort St, David applying to us for the- 
payment of the military stores transported to the Coast on that 
ship, we agreed to pay them at the rate of 20 rupees per head., 
which was complied with under date the 7 May. 

16. Your Honours’ sloop, the Mermaid, imported from the- 
Coast the 8 June with 27 pipes of Madeira wine and 22 candies 

4 maunds of redwood. We received at tho same time 224 candies- 
of redwood per ship Brill. 

17. The Master Attendant setting forth to us under date the - 
22nd June the great difficulty he found to get syrangs and 
lascars for Your Honours’ sloops service and recommending us. 
in order to remove this inconvenience the encrease of them 
wages, as those employed in the country ships received much 
better pay and their provisions, we agreed to encrease a 
syrang’s wages from 8 to 10 rupees per mensem, a tindall’s from 

5 to 7 and a lascar’s from 4 to 6 rupees to enable him to keep 
your sloops supplied with, good lascars. 
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4. As Mr. Burrow's return to Europe occasioned a vacancy at 
•our Board we admitted Mr. William Frankland who was next in. 
succession to fill up the same. 

I 

5. In obedience to Y^our Honours’ orders for sending you 
-some Patna goods we purchased of Omichund 
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and have invoiced the callicoes under the head of Patna cossaes. 

6. We have likewise prized 2700 peices of mulmuUs Santi- 
pore of 40 and 2.\ more than ordered in the list of investment 
as this overplus arose from the Export Warehousekeeper’s 
tlirowing in some of the fine mulmuUs to be sorted therewith 
and as those goods are better than for some years past. 

7. In our last address we acquainted Your Honours we had 
sent a guard after Simon Loake with an intention to send him 
home on tlic Hardwick but the serjeant reported to us that he 
escaped our bounds and was at Barnagur where he has taken 
the protection of the Dutch flag and should he return we shall 
certainly put Your Honours’ orders in execution. 

9. Ml*. William Woolhead whom we ordered to return to 
Europe on one of the ships bound home this season has with- 
dravm to Hughley. 

9. We are now to advise Your Honours of the sums we have 
granted bills of exchange for and first at 2/3 per rupee viz.. 

On the 6 February of Captain George 
Minchin account the estate of Major 
James Mosman Current Rupees one 
thousand two hundred and eightj”, six 
annaas and six pice (CRs. 1280-6-6) pay- 
able to the legal representative of 
Major James Mosman or order at 2/3 
per rupee is £St. 144-0-10 

. On the 12th do of Charles Manningham 
Esqr. account Edward Eyles Esqr, Cur- 
rent Rupees nine hundred and twenty 
one, eleven annaes and three pice (CRs. 

. 921-11-3) payable to Edward Eyles 

Esqr. or order at 2/3 is 

125 Dir. of Arch. 


£St. 103-13-10 
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24. By the Colchester which imported here from the Coast 
the 25 July the Governour and Council at Fort St, George 
wrote us that they believed it would be necessary to examine- 
her bottom as she had struck upon the sea reef, that they were 
obliged to take two sticks out of the Colchester and Godolphin 
as the Protector’s boltsprit was disabled, and as the Swiss daily 
deserting they reshipped those designed us by the Colchester 
except a private man who deserted and a serjeant under- 
sentence of death, that they believed they should be able to 
lade a ship home in September and another in January and as 
we proposed sending them one for that purpose they desired us. 
to put her charterparty redwood and saltpetre on board which 
will much facillitate her dispatch to Europe and requested us 
to send them by her one thousand bags Of saltpetre and fill her- 
up with rice. 

25. By the Colchester we also received a letter from Capt. 
Edmund Cooke, commander of the Admiral Vernan at Madrass,, 
desiring our permission to bring his ship up directly to town as- 
her being ashore near the island Mayotta^ eleven hours damaged 
her false keil -so much as to oblige him to heave her down, but. 
judging the risque too great for Your Honours to run we direct- 
ed the Master Attendant to order the pylots not to bring her 
higher than Rogues River until she was lightened. 

26. The gentlemen at Fort St. George sent us the Brilliant, a 
■ small vessell belonging to Your Honours, to be repaired and 

returned to them in September which has been complied -with.. 

27. We have paid Mr. Robert Harris, surgeon of the 
Colchester, the usual allowance of head money for his care of 
the military, the officers having assured us that they were* 
taken due care of by him. 

28. In consequence of the request of the Governour and 
Council at Fort St. George for sending them a ship we called 
upon Captains Drake, Hutchinson, and Mainwaring to know 
which of them could get their ships ready in time to proceed 
to the Coast by the latter end of August, when Capt, Drake 
acquainted us that the Durrington was on her fourth and last 
voyage, that she had been 13 months off the ground and he 
thought' it unsafe for her to return to Europe without seeing her 
bottom. Capt, Hutchinson informed us there was a deal of work 
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On the lOlh do of Mr. Thomas Cooke Cur- 
rent Rupees four hundred and eighty 
(480) payable to Mr. Miles Barnes or 
order at 2/1 per rupee is 

On tile JOlli do of Mr. Thomas Cooke Cur- 
rent Rupees three hundred and thirty 
six (336) payable to Captain* Richai-d 
Thchvall or order at 2/1 per I’upee is 

On the lllh do of Captain John Coales 
Current Rupees four liundred and 
eighty (480) payable to Messrs. Thomas 
and Nicholas Crisp or order, at 2/1 
per rupee is 

On the 11th do of the Hon'ble Adam Daw- 
son Esqr. account Mr. Joseph Hope 
Current Rupees one thousand five 
hundred and twenty one. eleven annas 
and six pice (1521-11-6) payable to Mr. 
John Hope or order at 2/1 per rupee 
is 

On the 12th do of Mrs. Sophia Hollond 
Current Rupees seven thousand six 
hundred and thirty (7630) payable to 
Messrs. Edward Eyles and Joseph 
Fowke or order @2/1 per rupee is 

On the 13th do of Mr. John Boujannier 
Current Rupees twenty six thousand 
two hundred forty nine, seven annas, 
nine pice (26249-7-9) payable to Mr. 
John Boujannier or order at 2/1 per 
rupee is 

On the 13th do of Captain David Rannie 
Current Rupees nine hundred ninety 
six (996) payable to Messrs. James 
and Mungo Rannie or order at 2/1 per 
rupee is 

On the 13th do of Mr. Moses Solomons 
Current Rupees thirty eight thousand 


£St. 50-0-0 


£St. 35-0-0 


£St. 50-0-0 


£St. 158-10-3 


£St. 794-15-10' 


£St. 2734-6-3: 


£St. 103-15-0 
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Secondly, concerning goods jrom Europe. 

31. Under this head we are to acquaint Your Honours that 
we have sold as usual at publick outcry the damaged woollen, 
goods and remnants, also damaged stores as well naval as 
military, they having been first surveyed and condemned by the 
Board. The account sales we transmit Your Honours in this 
ship’s packet. 

32. We observe how much Your Honours have at heart the 
consumption of Europe commodities and particularly the 
woollen manufactures and beg leave to assure you that we shall 
embrace every proper opportunity for vending them at publick 
outcry agreable to Your Honours’ directions. 

33. We have already sold part of the Durrington’s and 
•Godolphin’s cargoes as per account sales thereof enclosed but 
as there were many articles for which there were no bidders and 
finding upon enquiry it was owing to the aurungs (where those 
sortmenls are consumed) being overstocked therewith, we have 
deferred the sale thereof with the whole of the Colchester’s 
cargoe till the month of October, unless we find an opportunity 
for vending them in the intermediate time and we propose 
••deferring the sale of what the other ships may import till the 
months of January and February. 

34. We likewise transmit Your Honours in this packet the ■ 
account sales of Madeira w'ine as it has been imported here 
from the Coast and impute the reason of its not selling at so 
high a price as at the first sales to the purchasers having found 
it to be a wine of to small a body to keep any time. 

35. In answer to the 25th paragraph of Your Honour’s com- 
mands of the 21st August to keep you advised of the price of 
gold as well in coin as bullion, we are to inform you that the 
■prices of gold' in coin vary here 8 or 10 per cent and perhaps 
more than in any other countrey, as every tumult or suspicion 
thereof rising upon the death of a Nabob or any great minister 
near the King’s person frightens the subjects and puts them 
on purchasing gold in coin, for the more easy conveying or 

■ secreting their wealth, so that we can only say at this juncture 
a gold mohur is found to be worth about 14 Arcot Rupees and 
a Venetian 4^ Arcot Rupees and all other gold coins in 
proportion. 
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pK^ortionable' thereto and being willing to p^ay 25 per cent on 
Ihe prime cost thereof, we enclosed send Your Honours his peti- 
tion as wo think his request reasonable. 

13. We have laden on the Scarborough sundry goods and' 
merchandize which are consigned to Your Honours as per in- 
voice and bill of lading enclosed amounting to Current Rupees- 
7,68.800. 

14. 'W^e have likewise laden on her sundry stores for the use' 
of Your Honours’ island St. Helena amounting to Current 
Rupees 1234-14-9. 

15. Mr. William Watts who dispatches this ship will advise 
Your Honours of her draught of water and what else he may 
find necessary from Ingellee. 

16. We wish her a safe and speedy passage to Europe and are- 

May it please Your Honours 
Your faithful and most obedient humble servants- 

A. Dawson/Roger Drake Junr./E. H. Cruttenden/Wra. 

Watts/C. Manningham/Richd. Becher. 

Fort William, 

February 17lh 1751/2. 

(Ref; Home Public Letter to Court Vol. 2. 1751-52, pp. 114 — ■ 

120 . 

Copies of records obtained from India Office Vol. 17, 1752-53,. 

pp. 55 — 61. 

Para 12 published in Long’s Selections p. 31.) 
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List of Kasimhazar merchants indebted to the Company 
review of the success of investment at different factories — re- 
port of the Committee appointed to enquire into the case of 
Ramsantosh. 

T O the Hon’ble . the Court of Directors .for Affairs of the 
Hon’ble United Company of Merchants of England trading 
to the East Indies. 
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Thirdly, concerning investments of goods proper for Europe. 

41. We ar^ now to, give Your Honours a distinct account of 
our management in the important branch of your affairs since 
our last advices. 

42. In consequence of our promise by the Duke of Dorset we 
called our merchants before us and acquainted them >yith the 
purport of Mr. Drake the then Export Warehouse Keeper’s 
letter, a copy whereof was transmitted Your Honours by that 
ship, upon which they desired us to consider that although they 
had received upwards of ten laacks of rupees they were unable 
to bring in goods to the amount of above 15, whereas in former 
years when they were only advanced two laacks they brought 
in to the amount of above thirty, owing to our cutting them in 
the prices, the dearness of cloth at the aurungs arid our sorting 
their goods by old musters whereby they suffered a consider- 
able loss, and as several of them have delivered in less than In 
the amount of the dadney advanced them, an case we should 
reject those goods, they would be very great sufferers by being 
security in setts for each other. 

43. Having seriously considered of the foregoing reply and 
finding by a rough calculate that the amount thereof would be 
near five lacks of rupees and that Your Honours would save 
upwards of 25000 rupees interest thereon, in case we took the 
goods and credited the merchants for the amount the last of 
April, and imagining such deduction of interest was a severe 
penalty and sufficient to deter them in future from any delays 
in the beginning of the season without taking the penalty on 
the amount of the remaining goods, we proposed to the mer-' 
chants to prize them and allow interest thereon from the last 
of April, which after setting forth the hardship they had 
already suffered and the loss of interest which they should 
sustain by delivering those goods on the above terms they 
agreed as a penalty would ensue if they did not deliver them in. 

44. On prizeing the abovementioned goods the merchants 
brought into the cottah about 50 pieces of dooreas Coincolla of 
40 and and offered us the A for Rs, 12.8 as. per piece which 
we purchased as we imagine it will be for Your Honours’ interest 
to order a contract for those goods. 

45. We then proposed to them to contract for gurrahs, soot 
Tomals and photaes and offered to advance them dadney but 
they would not consent thereto, as the new cotton was not 
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Jiad contracted with them by reason the country cotton was 
ahn<»si d<?siroycd by the hoa\w rainr; which fell in April and 
the want of money through not advancing them according to 
agreement by which they h.'ive been great sufferers and dis- 
abled likewise from bringing in the full quantity of silk peice 
gv)ou<. and tlie remaining ordinary bandannoes and choppas being 
very bad they did not bring them in as being unfit to be prized. 

■j. Mr. Fyiche and his Council have communicated the con- 
tents of our orders to ttiem about the bullion and rupees to the 
French and Dutch gentlemen and as soon as the Hooley is over 
they hoiJe to be able to send us a satisfactory account of their 
proceedings on this affair. 

9. jn liie packet we transmit Your Honours patterns of such 
sort fif goods as are provided by the French and Dutch at 
Cossimiviizai factory as likewise patterns of plain taffalics sent 
on tiiis s.hip. 

10. Tile gentlerm.-n at Dacca under date the 10th instant 
ATOte ns ih.at ;iii*y had dispatched 76 bales of cloth and a bun- 
dle (tf musters amounting to rupees 84948-10-6 on Your Honours’ 
account and uv bcung apprehensive from the late strong south- 
erly wind.s tliat tliey would not arrive here in time to be trans- 
mitted home per DuJ:c of Dorset we sent dowm a serjeant in a 
sloop to wail their arrival at Rangafoula and from thence trans- 
port them on board lliat ship: he has since returned and has 
reported to us that he met liiLm near Fulia from whence he 
complied with our orders. 

11. The Omorra goods which Mr. Kelsall at Bulramgurry 
wrote us under date the 19th ultimo he was in hopes to have 
ready arc not yet arrived; when they do if we find them good 
and reasonable in ca.^jc our merchants will not contract for them 
we shall direct him to comply with Your Honours’ orders as to 
that article provided he can procure them without advancing 
money on dadney in consequence of Your Honour’s orders. 

12. We have received into your cash the 2000 annual rupees 
on account of Ramnautbose’s deficiencies. 

13. We are now to advise Your Honors for what sums we 
have granted bills of exchange and first of those at 2/3 per rupee 

viz,, 
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the quantity, in which case we should advance them dadney* 
but on the 30th April being called on. for their answer they* 
conJ;inued inflexible to our endeavours for entering into an. 
early 'contract which we esteemed would be * a very great: 
advantage by putting it in their power to supply the aurungs- 
soon, insisting if we contracted on the old musters they must, 
be allowed the prices they set down to each of the articles butr 
if we would sort their cloth agreable to the muster of last year 
they) would calculate the loss they sustained and give us their- 
answer the subsequent Council. 

49. They accordingly on the 3rd of May acquainted us that, 
they , had examined the last year’s prized musters and should 
consent to have their goods sorted according to the first letter- 
allowing that to be the middle price of the A, that is that a., 
superior and an inferior price be taken in that letter, and that- 
the remainder be sorted agreable thereto, insisting that the- 
lower .letters last year were of a superior fineness than they 
can in future allow of and on those terms they will contract, 
at the following prices viz., 

Barnagur romals, nillaes fine and ordinary and ginghams on. 
last year’s prices but cannot provide the mulmuUs Santipore- 
of.2i Y'^e nor the superfine Cossajura mulmulls of 40 and 2 and! 
on the remainder of the investment to be allowed an advance - 
on last year’s prices of 15 per cent and to have 89 rupees per 
corge for gurrahs on account the loss they sustain in- 
receiving Arcot Rupees wherewith they are obliged to purchase 
Siccas to send to the aurungs, that the dadney merchants will 
not agree to provide any ready money goods with their dadney 
but if any of them should afterwards contract for ready money 
goods they can only allow the penalty on the sum they receive 
interest for, that they would on those terms contract for the 
quantity mentioned in the list which we took the liberty to- 
referr Your Honours to in the 46 paragraph of this address. 

50. We then sent for Omichund and asked him if he would 
contract for ready money goods and on what terms, to which 
he replyed he was going out of the countrey and could not do- 
any business. 

.51. The next offer we made our merchants was on the 25th- 
of May when %ve proposed to them to provide all the sortments 
of goods ordered on the same terms as last year, excepting the 
Omorra goods and gurrahs, the former to be on the terms of 
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our Consul lalion and wc have agreed lo lake the same under 
consideration next Council day for which purpose we have 
ordered Ihc merchants to attend us. 

17.. In the box of books wc transmit Your Honours the trans- 
late of Furruckscer’s phirmaunds by Mr. Peter Amyatt with 
the Persian copies and shall send you by the next opportunity 
translate of all grants to Your Honours from the Mogull. 

IS. By this conveyance wc transmit Your Honours the report 
of the committee appointed to enquire into Ramsantose’s books- 
with a copy of their proceedings whereby you will be pleased to 
ob.serve they cannot proceed any farther for want of his day 
book for the year 1745. He is at' present indisposed but as soon 
as he is recovered wc shall demand it of him. 

19. Wo have laden on the Duke of Dorset sundry goods and 
merchandise which are consigned to Your Honours as per invoice 
and bill of lading enclosed amounting to CRs. 814000. 

20. We have likewise laden on her sundry stores for the- 
use of Your Honours’ island St. Helena amounting to CRs. 1234- 
2-3. 


21. Mr. William Frankland who dispatches this ship will 
advi.se Your Honours of her draught of water and what else he- 
may find hecessary from Ingellce. 

22. We wish her a safe and speedy passage to Europe and 
are 

May it please Your Honours 

Yours faithful and most obedient 
humble servants 

A, Dawson/Roger Drake Junr./E. H. Cruttenden/Wm. Watts/' 
Rich. Becher/Paul Richard Pearkes/Wm. Frankland. 

Fort William. 

Februaiy 23rd 1751/2. 

(Ref: Home Public Letters to Court, Vol. 2, 1751-52, pp. 121 — 
126. 

Copies of records obtained from India Office, Vol. 17, 1752'- 
53, pp. 62—67. 

Para 7 published in Long’s Selections, p. 31.) 
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and that wfe should advance their dadhay to the amount of of 
the money the two first ships which arrive may bring and the 
remainder on the arrival of the latlet ships, Isut after having, 
considered thereof they told us the above advance was to sihall 
to accept of but offered to provide 60000 places of gurrahs on 
our terms on paying them Sicca Rupees @ 15-8 per ceiit batta: 
which proposal we accepted of. 

55. We acquainted our merchants on the 24 June that we 
should pay them the money account the gurrahs and deduct, 
the amount out of the 5 of the money the Uvo first ships should 
bring but we eiipected them to comply with oUr proposal in 
Council the 11th instant without any further delay, to which 
they agreeing we ordered them to attend the Warehousekeeper 
to set down the amoimt each merchant would undertake to 
contract for, including the gUrrahs. 

56. On the 17 July we took the completion on this year’s- 
investment under consideration when the members concerned 
in making the contracts set forth in the two proceeding para- 
graphs which were settled with the merchants before the- 
arrival of Your Honours’ orders per Godolphin observed that 
they looked upon them as valid on Your Honours’ part but if any 
of the then sitting members were of opinion better terms could 
•be brought about they would very readily promote a compliance 
of the merchants with the orders strictly relating to the advance- 
of dadney but they imagined a forfeiture of a prior contract 
would prove detrimental, when Wm. Fytche Esqr. at that time 
President acquainted us that he had used his endeavours to get. 
the merchants to comply with Your Honours’ orders per 
Godolphin but was unable to prevail on them and found 
difficulty in getting them to abide by those terms and Subscribe 
.to a larger proportion than they before wrote do^, having, 
struck several merchants’ names out of the dadnfey list agreable 
.to xour Honours’ orders abovementioned. 

57. On pointing out to the merchants the difference of goods- 
ordered per Godolphin and the list transmitted us last year per- 
Hardwick upon which we proceeded -in bbedience to the ^^th. 
pafa^aph' of your orders the 21st Ahgust 1751, they delivered. 
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here from Bombay per Kent, we on. the 16th March dispatched 
the Mermaid therewith and what packing stuff they indented 
lor. 

5. We directed the Master Attendant to repair Your 
Honours' sloop. tJic Calcutta, in consequence of his report of 
her entered after our Consultation of the 16th March. 

6. By the Boneta which reluimed from the Coast the 13th 
April the Governour and Council at Fort St. David wrote to us 
(as they were unacquainted with what was customary to be 
paid for militai-y and stores sent from place to place) to settle 
it and pay the owners of the Fort St. David for the reinforce- 
ment we sent Uiem which proved very beneficial to Your 
Honours' affairs which were much altered for the better. They 
also acquainted us with the arrival of the Durrington and that 
Your Honours had re-established Fort St. George the Presidency 
on the Cormondell coast. 

7. By the foregoing conveyance we received a letter from 
Thos. Dorrill Esqr. Chief and factors at Tellecherry importing the 
pi'oceedings of Mr. Joshua Bodley, Super Cargoe of the Marj’, and 
enclosing copies of several letters which passed between them 
and padre Lynham as also the deposition of William Craggs, 
commander of that ship, which are entei'ed after our Consulta- 
tion of the 13th April to which we beg leave to/ refer Your 
Honours as well as to the depositions of Mr. James Irwin to 
whom we granted a pass for the Mary, of all which we shall 
take propcj’ notice on the arrival of Mr. Bodlej' who is at 
present on the Cormondell coast and daily expected here. 

8. The river has been ducly surveyed this year as by the 
report thereof entered after our Consultation of the 27th April. 

9. By the Durrington which arrived here the 27th April the 
Governour and Council at Fort St. George sent us the amount 
of her bullion with what redwood she was able to take on 
board and desired us to inform them of the deposition of our 
tonage as they should be able to dispatch a ship in September 
to Your Honours with a full loading. 

10. At the same time we received a letter from the gentle- 
men at Bombay advising of the arrival there of the Wager and 
the Stretham and that they should order two sloops to be built 

• for this river agreable to the directions we transmitted them- 
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62. In Your Honours’ observations transmitted us in the list of 
investment you are pleased to express your suspicions as if we 
had acted in an indirect manner by sending your goods without - 
your directions, deeming to be such as we could not find a vend 
for elsewhere. Those observations have given us re[al] concern 
and uneasiness and had Your Honours turned back to your 
•orders of the 20th August 1749 you would ceirtainly have observ- 
ed in the 14th paragraph that our sending home those goods you 
complain of was in consequence of your recommending to us to 
use our utmost dilligence in procuring as large a quantity of 
goods as possible, particularly fine muslins of all sorts, as since 
the prohibition of cambricks there was a very great demand for 
them. Besides, if Your Honours will be pleased to refer your- 
selves to our Consultation of that year, you will find the great 
difficulty we had to prevail on the merchants to agree for those 
goods as at that season of the year they neither had money nor 
gomastahs at the aurungs and it was to convince Your Honours 
of their readiness to obey your orders so streniously recommend- 
ed to them by us that they exerted themselves in providing 
them when neither the French or Dutch were able to procure 
at that time any quantity of those fine sort of muslins, and 
though from the hurry they were provided in and the unusual 
season of the year they were unequal to what we could have 
wished, j'et Your Honours might have observed by the prizings 
they were cut proportionally, notwithstanding the merchants 
assured us they gave an advanced price for them, and we are 
extremely concerned that after using our utmost endeavours to 
•comply with Your Honours’ orders that we should labour imder 
the weight of your displeasure. 

63. The Export Warehousekeeper delivered us on the 13th 
ultimo the teeps signed by the merchants which as usual were 
deposited in the President’s hands and a translate of one of ffiem 
is entered after our Consultation of that day agreable to Your 
Honours’ directions. 

64. We inspected some musters of raw silk transmitted us 
by the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar on which they wrote us t la 
their merchants were willing to contract for the following 
sortments and pieces viz., 


Bs. As. 

Xovemborbund @ 7 
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to be done to his ship the Godolphin for he imagined her false 
keil was knocked athwart from the cables sweeping the ship’s- 
bottom forward so that he could not heave his anchors up and 
he apprehended some of her floor timbers were broke from the 
violence of her thumping on Ingellee sand, and Capt. Mainwaring 
informed us that the Colchester was tight, made no water and he 
did not imagine she was damaged but as she had been ashore 
it was our Master Attendant’s opinion that she ought not to be 
dispatched for Europe untill her bottom was examined, for- 
which end we permitted Capt. Mainwaring to bring his ship 
up to town in consequence of his request as the freshes were- 
to violent below to make the proper enquiry there; but as 
Captains Hutchinson and Mainwaring were both of opinion it 
would be impracticable to get their ships ready in proper time 
notwithstanding they both promised to exert themselves and. 
use their utmost endeavours to get them fit for the sea and we- 
had offered them the assistance of our Master Attendant and 
what else in our power, we advised the gentlemen at Fort St. 
George to detain either the Chesterfield. Oxford or Bombay 
Castle to be returned to Your Honours in September, in case- 
any of those ships should arrive in time to be dispatched home,, 
but on the Colchester’s arriving at town the Master Attendant 
with Your Honours’ Carpenter found with the assistance of 
divers there was no necessity to heave her down and that she 
could be got ready to proceed, whereof we sent advice to the 
Governour and Council at Fort St. George per Marmoodie. a 
country ship. 

29. By the Admiral Vernon which imported from the Coast 
the 24th ultimo the gentlemen at Fort St. George requested us 
to send them two ships half laden to be filled up and dispatched 
from thence to Your Honours in January' which we propose - 
to comply with. 

30. Your Honours are pleased to observe to us that you do 
not get the full value of such of your ships as are sent on 
countrey voyages. The method we have always observed in 
letting them out was by calculating the amount of their- 
demorage for eight months, the usual time they were employed 
by the freighters, and when that sum was offered we readily 
accepted thereof and we are of opinion it corresponds with 
Your Honours’ directions in the 15th paragraph of your com- 
mands per Durrington. 
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a deficiency of near 12000 rupees in their hands. They there- 
'.fore recommended it to us, as the only means left to get justice 
done Your Honours, to threaten them with the loss of your 
service and, to direct the gentlemen at Dacca to send them a 
-deloll of ability and credit into whose hands they might put 
Your Honours' business, which step they were of opinion would 
make them, through the fear of losing the service, immediately 
•pay off their debt if in a condition to discharge them, and if not, 
the continuing them in your service would be hazardous and a 
delay to Your Honours’ investment, they being so much in debt 
•at all the aurungs that not a weaver in three chooses to deal with 
them, and although there are but three delolls there who appear 
to act publickly there are in all seven, so whatever the proffits 
may be they cannot afford to give up a point to Your Honours, 
which might be expected from only having one or two delolls, 
and they assured us, if a regulation was not permitted, an 
entire stop to business would commence in a very little time, 
upon which we directed the gentlemen at Dacca to send them 
such a man in case they should apply to them, wherewith they 
promised to comply in case of such an application from Messrs. 
Bailie and Playdell but apprehended it would be fruitless, being 
informed that the delolls at Jugdea had an exclusive priviledge 
for that district. 

75. The gentlemen at Jugdea advised us in July last that the 
brown cloth Your Honours directed to be procured for chinting 
was not procurable for a long time but they should use their 
•endeavours to provide and forward it without loss of time; they 
at the same time acquainted us that as cotton continued at its 
•old price and rice being 50 per cent dearer than usual they were 
unable to make any amendment in their cloth. 

76. On the arrival of the Godolphin we transmitted Your 
Honours’ orders for providing goods at Jugdea to the gentlemen 
there and directed them to provide as many coarse gurrahs as 
were procurable there and inform us what further sums they 
.should want for this year’s investment, having supplied .them 
hitherto with Current Rupees 95760-”.-”. 

77. The 22nd ultimo we received a letter from Mr. Bailie 
who was then at Dacca whither he went to consult with the 
•gentlemen there for a proper man to carry on Your Honours’ 
'business when they recommended to him one Permamed® for 
•that purpose, who, on account of the bad government and other 
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36. In regard to gold in bullion there is no equation or 
standard degree of fineness whereby fo regulate the price and 
the people of this countrey are either ignorant of or wall not 
confess the degrees of fineness or touch and therefore gold in 
bullion has but one buyer viz., the Mint Master who, paying to 
the government large sums for farming his post, may be 
supposed to be ven* arbitrary in the price he puts on the gold 
olTcred for sale and it has been often found that there is a 
profit arising of 8 or 10 per cent by exporting gold both in 
bullion and coin (mohurs excepted) from this place to the 
Cormondell coast, wherefore we beg leave to offer it as our 
opinion, in case Your Honours should have any views of send- 
ing gold to India. Madrass is the proper market, it being the 
only place for ascertaining the real value of gold as the 
Governour and Council there can be frequently advised the 
price that mohurs may from time to time bear in this place 
and thereby make their calculations accordingly. 


37. We shall transmit a copy of Your Honours’ paragraph on 
this subject to the gentlemen at Fort St. George that they may 
reply thereto more to Your Honours’ satisfaction than is 
possible for us for the foregoing reasons to 'comply with, 

38. Your Honours are pleased to express your satisfaction 
on our raising the batta of Bombay Rupees to eleven per cent 
and we hope that you will not bo displeased on our reducing 
the batta on them and Arcot Rupees one per cent, as it was in 
consideration of the loss our merchants suffer by receiving them 
at so high a batta and in being obliged to dispose of them at 
a lower in order to purchase Siccas to forward to the aurungs 
for the provision of Your Honours’ investment, 

39. We shall not fail in acquainting Your Honours which are 
best liked of the velvets and brocades mentioned in your 34 
and 35 paragrajalis when the Chesterfield arrives, as likewise 
how the plate copper per Colchester is approved of and what 
quantity we shall have hopes of vending here. 

40. Your Honours’ orders relative to your sales of goods 
imported shall be adhered to so far as is practicable but we 
are of Mr. Cruttenden’s opinion entered upon Consultation of 
the 21 July that your warehouses are to small to carry them 
all into execution. 

125 Dir. of Arch 


6 ' 
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. 80; Agaoaker, the Naib at Jugdea, ' stoped Your Honours* 
business at that factory iii the month of April last and insisted 
upon a present of 3000 rupees under pretence of not having 
received any thing from thence for six years but by the letters 
the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar procure! at the proper Durbar 
at Muxadavad and which we forwarded to Jugdea. Messrs. 
Hailie and Playdell wrote us that the Nabob occasioned no fur- 
ther impediment to their business than the' dread of his 
-extortions which made several of their weavers and washermen 
run away. 

81. The gentlemen at Cossimbuzar wrote us under date the 
6. May that the Nabob had declared his adopted son Mirza 
Mahomed Subah of Bengal in the publick Durbar and at the 
same time they informed us that Coja Wazeed who was then 
at Muxadavad sent them a . message relating to Deepchund’s 
deposit in the Mayor’s Court threatning to complain to the. 
Nabob and procure an entire stoppage to Your Honours’ busi- 
ness ’till he received satisfaction therein, upon which we imme- 
diately sent for his gomastah and desired him to VTite to his 
master to prevent his complaining at the Durbar and the. 
President wote to him on the same account, since which time 
he has not made any further demand. 

82.. Your Honours being at a loss to give directions concern- 
ing the abovementioned deposit for want of being informed 
what process has been carried on about dt in the Mayor’s Court, 
we are to inform you that on the demise of Mr, Cole, as no 
representatives appeared in a legal way though it was known 
he made a will, we petitioned the Mayor’s Court to cite Messrs. 
Hollond Goddard and William Nixon said to be executors in 
the said Avill to produce the same .and take probat. thereof or 
renounce their trust which last they have done. Thus this 
affair rests at present and must some short time in hopes, of 
-some one administrating or being by the court appointed to 
administer to Mr. Cole. 

Fifthly, concerning fortifications, buildings and revenues. 

. 83. The Master Attendant sent in his report of the condition 
•of the offices and godowns in the dockhead, and representing 
to us the necessity of building a slip, we had them surveyed but 
as we found the expence attending the filling up the dockhea. 
would be very great and all communication with ^ the^ 

■would thereby be cut off except by the cradle, and judging e 
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come in and as rice wliich used to sell at the gurr-ah aurungs 
at 2 maunds for a rupee being then at 17 seer, rendered it 
impossible for them to judge at what price the gurrahs would 
be. but )3romised us an answer by the 20th of April by which 
lime they hoped to be able to form a judgment how this year’s 
cotton would turn out when they should settle the prices. 

46. Accordingly on the 23rd April on our proposing to con- 
tract for those goods on the original musters they acquainted 
us they would provide them in the following proportions: 

iiOOO ph»i!nn5; Jlnf' cif nud 2} 3{s. 12 a?, por pif»co. 

.“lOnO pa loll of .«ooc roin'ilB llii*' imiJ If R*;. 7. 12 as. patch. 

250' pa toll of <Io. ordinary of and 0-1 por patch. 

and if we should agree to those prices they would provide 40,000 
pieces of gurrahs on condition of their being advanced fifty per 
cent in the month of May and the remaining 35 per cent in the 
month of August, and the terms on which they propose to con- 
tract for the other sortments of goods are entered after our 
Consultation of the 25th April. 

. 47. On our demanding their reasons for asking such extrava- 
gant prices for their goods and their proposing to contract for 
so few. they replyed on account of the dearness of cotton, rice, 
oil and everything in general at the aurungs and most of the 
weavers being obliged to fly from their places of residence 
through the oppressions of the government and troubles in the 
countrey. They also represented to us on account of the great 
lo.s.ses they sustained by our sorting their goods last year by the 
original muster that they have been obliged to set down an 
advanced price, for though they always conli’actcd on those 
musters yet most of the sortments wex'c found inferiour in good- 
ness thereto and though notwithstanding we used such strict- 
ness last year in sorting their cloth yet they did not come up 
to those original musters on which account they were cut in 
prizing. 

48. The gentlemen at Cossimbuzar having acquainted us that 
they had settled their contracts for gurrahs at a rupee less than 
last year, we acquainted our merchants therewith, on which 
account we told them that we expected they would lower the 
price of that article and encrease the quantity, they being pro- 
vided at the same aurungs, and as the prices they demanded- 
for the other sortments of goods were so exorbitantly high we 
-expected they would lower them proportionally as also raise 
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“the year before last and to lower the latter one rupee per cprge . 
and that cfn the arrival of Your Honours’ ships we should 
advance them dadney, to which proposal they would ■''hot agree > 
and they assured us that on those terms they were unable to ; 
provide more than a tenth part of the goods ordered. • . ^ 

52. We then called them in separately and asked each man 
his terms for undertaking the investment, and for their several 
answers we beg leave to stand referred to our Consultations of 
the 27th and 29th May. 

' i 'i Vi 

53. The merchants on the 9th June delivered us a paper con- 
taining an account of what they expected to be advanced on 
each of the sortments of goods, which with a list of the amount 
that each would undertake to provide for this year’s invest- 
ment is entered after that day’s Consultation, and they, then 
informed us if we would agree to the advance they wanted that 
they would give us their final answers. 

54. Having taken this proposal of the merchants under con- 
sideration and finding it from thence impracticable to bring 
them to our terms on account of some of the goods at the 
aurungs being dearer than usual and the loss they suffer in 
being obliged to send Sicca Rupees to the aurungs as well as by 
the strictness used in sorting their cloth to what done in former 
days, we proposed the following advance on the underwritten 
goods, provided they would contract on last year’s terms and 
agree to deliver in 80000 pieces of gurrahs at 81 rupees per 
corge, the chequered dooreas at 1 rupee per piece less and to 
provide the Omorra goods on the terms of the year before last 
viz., 
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appoint proper serjeants and corporals out of the military for- 
instructing such of the inhabitants as are unacquainted with, 
the manual exercise when we shall appoint officers to command, 
them. 

88. Enclosed we send Your Honours a copy of Mr. Drake's 
remarks on Mr. Plaistead’s letter to Mr. Secretary James as- 
also Mr. Plaistead's reply, which although we think is far from, 
being wrote with that decency that is incumbent on him, yet 
being of opinion he has fully cleared himself of having thrown 
general censures on any Buxes (Messrs Bellamy and Kempe- 
excepted), we sent for Mr. Plaistead and offered him his former- 
posts of Engineer and Surveyor. 

Sixthly, coTiceming factors, writers, officers and their- 

accorrvpts. 

89. Under this head we shall first proceed to give Your 
Honours an account of several alterations amongst your ser- 
vants, military as well as those under covenants, whether by 
promotions or deaths. 

90. The President through the recommendation of Captain- 
Commandant George Minchin has conferred the following com- 
missions on the persons hereafter named: 

On the 27th Feby an ensign’s commission on Mr. Collin 
Simson and on the 3rd May Ensign Wm. McKeion was promoted 
to a lieutenancy, John Smith to be adjutant and Wm. Cudmore 
to be an ensign. 

91. The alterations by death have been as follow: 

On the 6th May Mr. Archibald Chrichton departed this life- 
of a fever. 

On the 22nd June Mr. James Irwin died suddenly. 

On the 10th August Wm. Pytche Esqr. departed this life of 
a dissentary. 

On the 20 do Mr. John Negus- departed this life of a fever- 
and by advices from Cossimbuzar Mr. John Bro-wn was un- 
fortunately drowned a little below Culna. 

92. On the arrival of Your Honours’ orders per Godolphin. 
wherein you thought proper to dismiss Adam Da-wson Esqr.. 
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us an account o£ what goods they had already provided in con- 
sequence of those directions, which is entered after the Consul- 
tation of the 17 July and they representing to us the great 
hardships and loss they should sustain by returning those goods 
upon their hands, which esteeming [a] remonstrance equitable 
and reasonable, we told them we should take those goods which 
they had ah-eady provided but directed them to send immediate 
orders to the aurungs to put a stop to the provision of any 
more of those sortments, 

58. Having thus settled with the merchants for Your 
Honours' investment this season we advanced them at that time 
Rs. 42-4 as. per cent dadney and since Rs. 9-8 as. being the 
amount of ten chests of bullion with which we purchased Sicca 
Rupees at Cossimbuzar in consequence of our agreement advis- 
ed of in tlie 54 paragraph of this address. 

59. In compliance with Your Honours’ express orders for 
sending you home those sortments of cloth whereof musters 
wore transmitted per ship Warren, we have contracted with 
the merciiants for a bale of each kind at the muster prices but 
could not prevail on them to encrcase the quantity, for as this 
kind of cloth has not been provided for these 12 years past it 
vras impossible for them to ascertain how much thereof they 
could provide or oven the prices thereof as the weavers would 
be obliged to make new looms. 

GO. As to Your Honours’ orders for encreasing the quantity 
of coarse goods thej' assured us they could not engage to provide 
any more as they should be great sufferers thereby. We then 
acquainted them with Your Honours’ complaint relative to the 
striped goods but they informed us that on account of the 
Moraitoes they wore obliged to buy up their cloth where pro- 
curable, for which reason the stripes have not been agreable 
to Your Honours’ directions, that this season they had provided 
them as oefore — on account of the dearness of rice they have 
been afraid to trust the weavers and poor workmen with their 
money — and promise to adhere to your orders next year, but as 
we look upon this excuse to be trifling we shall take proper 
notice thereof in the prizing of those goods. 

61. Your Honours’ remarks on the assorting of the Walpole’s 
cargoe have had due attention paid them arid we shall be parti- 
cularly careful in our endeavours to avoid giving you the like 
cause of complaint in future. 
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97. Your Honours having thought proper to direct ns to- 
enquire into the conduct of Mr. James Blachford during his- 
Chiefship at Jugdca we summoned him to attend the Board on 
the 17th July when his indisposition confined him to his room 
proceeding from a distempered brain. We therefore beg leave- 
to recommend him to Your Honours for a pension as he is in. 
very bad circumstances. 

98. By the demise of Wm. Fytche Esqr. the Presidency 
devolved to the Hon’ble Roger Drake who promises to exert 
himself in the management of Your Honours’ affairs and hopes 
therein to act to Your Honours’ satisfaction and Mr. Nicholas- 
Clerembault became of Council here whereof we advised him. 

99. On the 10 August Messrs. Wm. Lyndsay and Wm. Hay, 
two writers in Your Honours’ service, arrived here from the 
Coast; the former we have stationed in the list agreable to- 
Your Honours’ directions and as assistant to the President; the 
latter, though not mentioned by Your Honours in the general, 
letter, yet producing the counterpart of his covenants, we have 
entertained him as a writer and stationed him in the Secretary’s- 
office. 

100. Messrs. Gray and Fullerton have desired leave to reply 
to Your Honours’ paragraph concerning the hospital, which 
Your Honours will find entered after our Consultation of the 
10 August and in obedience to Your Honours’ directions the- 
members of this Board will take it by turns to visit the hospital.. 

101. We have permitted Mr. Robert Orme to resign Your 
Honours' service and return to Europe for the recovery of his- 
health on this ship; the doctors have certifyed to us that it is- 
the only remedy he has left to recover his constitution which 
has been much impaired by a long series of illness. The usual’ 
96 rupees we shall receive from his attorneys. 

102. On the demise of Mr. John Negus we appointed Mr. Wm. 
Jas. Harod Sub Secretary on the recommendation of Mr, Wm. 
McGwire as a person well qualified for that post from his great 
dilligence and application. 

-'103. Enclosed we transit Your Honours the petitions of the- 
relicts of Lieutenants Dupen and Hamilton whom we beg leave- 
to recommend to Your Honours as proper objects of chanty .. 
particularly the former, she having five small children. • - ■ 
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-and that their reasons for not lowering the prices were the 
•dearness of rice, the government's exactions on the winders, 
together with their not providing any Comercolly silk whereby 
they gain little and therefore could not afford the other sort- 
ments, which yield them no profit, at a less price but as the 
musters met with our approbation we recommended it to the 
gentlemen under date the 16 March to be particularly careful 
in making the merchants wind the silk off as fine as the musters 
and endeavour if possible to reduce the prices, they being 
extremely high. We also directed them to comply strictly with 
Your Honoui's’ directions about the Comercolly and Rungpore 
but in case the merchants could not be prevailed on to comply 
with tliosc orders that then we would have them contract only 
for the 400 bales of the Novemberbund and Guzzerat agreable 
to the proportions of those soriments ordered in the list of 
investment. 

65. On their advising of their having agreed with their 
merchants to provide the Novemberbund and Guzzerat at 
2 annacs per seer less than abovementioned we again enjoined 
them to comply with our orders as to those sortments in regard 
to the quantity and proportions, and having inspected the 
mustei's of Commorcolly and Rungpore for the former of which 
they had prevailed with their merchants to agree for the three 
head letters @ Rs. 8.14 as. per seer the A on their assuring them 
they could not undertake to provide it at a less price as they 
must purchase a third more of the tundana to make the quantity 
of the 3 letters equal to the muster and by having the lower 
letters remain upon their hands, and for the latter to provide 
the white at Rs. 9.4 as. per seer the A and the yellow @ Rs. 8.8 as. 
we found them inferior to those of last year's, wherefore we 
directed them, after raising them to the fineness of last year’s 
musters and reducing the prices as low as possible, to provide 
a bale of each letter of those sortments, rejecting the white 
Rungpore as Your Honours forbid us to send you any unless 
procured much cheaper than that sent you last year. 

66. They also wrote us that they had contracted for the silk 
piece goods upon the old muster Rs. 9.6 as. per piece, for the 
plain taffaties and the other sorts in proportion, which were 
the lowest prices their merchants could afford to provide them 
at, without failing in the quality of the goods and that being 

-a reduction of 3 annas per piece from last year’s contract. 
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On do. to the Revd. Gervas Bellamy for 
Current Rupees 533-5-3 payable to 

. Thos. Pomfret or order at 2/3 per 
rupee is 

On the 27 do. to Hollond Goddard account 
eoral for Current Rupees 3679-4-3 
payable to Joseph Salvadore at 2/3 
per rupee is . 

On do. to Hollond Goddard account coral 
for Current Rupees 9338-11-3 payable 
to Solomon Franco or order at 2/3 
per rupee is 

On' do. to Hollond Goddard account coral 
for Current Rupees 7786-5- payable 
to David D’Castro or order at 2/3 per 
rupee is 

On do. to Robert Orme for Current Rupees 
2808 payable to himself or order at 
2/3 per rupee is 

On 27 do. to Robert Orme for Current 
Rupees 2640-9-3 payable to Robert 
Clive at 2/3 per rupee is 

On 30 to Adam Dawson Esqr. for Current 
Rupees 154872-9-6 payable to . Thos. 
.Saunders Esqr. or order at 2/3 per 
rupee is 

On the 30th August to Adam Dawson 
Esqr. for Current Rupees 32695-12-6, 
payable to Edward Stephenson Esqr. 
at 2/3 per rupee is 

On do. to Adam Dawson Esqr. for Current 
Rupees 20000 payable to Robert 
Goodere at 2/3 per rupee is 

On 31 August to Adam Dawson Esqr. for 
Current Rupees 32400 •. payable . to 
Thos. Saunders Esqr. at 2/3 per rupee 
is 

On do. do., to -Mr. Parker for Current 
• rjipees 222-3-6 payable to Humphrey. 
Cotes at 2/3 per rupee is 


£St. 60-0-0 

£St. 413-18-4 

£St. 1050-12-1 

£St. 875-19-2 

£St. 315-18-' 

£St. 297-1-3 

£St. 17423-3-4 

£St. 3678-5-6- 

£St. 2250- - 

£St. 3645 

£St. 


25 
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what they already contracted for, whether we would take them. 
and allow interest on what prized over and above their con- 
tracts from the date thereof, which proposals we directed them 
to accept of, 

70. They acknowledged the repeipt of Your Honours’ list of 
goods to be provided at that factory, which was received per 
Godolphin under date the 29th July, wherevdth they promised, 
strictly to comply as well as to ehcrease the quantity of gurrahs, 
though that depended much on our supplying them and at the 
same time they wrote us that the Seats were much incensed at 
not receiving any money account the debt due to them at 
Dacca, upon which we directed them to acquaint the Seats that 
we had sent 20 chests of treasure to Dacca with orders to the 
gentlemen there to pay their gomastah as much as they could 
spare from their investment, with which they were satisfied as 
they advised us the 15th ultimo, 

71. The gentlemen at Dacca on the 12 February forwarded 
to us 31 bales of sundry damaged cloths most whereof received 
the damage during the stoppage of business in Suffrage Cawne’s 
time which, with other damaged goods in the cottah, were sold 
at publick outcry as per account sales thereof enclosed in this 
packet, 

72. We forwarded to Dacca the list of investment under date 
the 30th March with orders to comply therewith as near as 
possible, and as we found our merchants would not undertake 
the provision of the terrindams we directed the gentlemen at 
that factory to provide an additional number of 2000 pieces 
and to contract on a piece of 15 or 16 rupees in value and take 
none below the third sort. 

73. The supplies we have forwarded to Dacca since our last 
dispatch to Your Honours have amounted to Current Rupees 
•288788-0-0. 

74. With regard to the deloll’s debts at Jugdea the gentle- 
men there informed' us they were unable to recover more than 
their delollage since the month of November at which time, 
when they found -no other prospect of gaining it any other how, 
they commenced a stoppage but the delolls instead of shewing 
dfi inclination to discharge the old debt endeavoured to con- 

• tract an additional one, for they found . the cloth purloined at 
■‘the' -washerman’s to the .amount of several thousand rupees and. 
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On do. do. to Messrs, Amyatt and 
Fullerton account Wm. Watts Esqr. • 
for Current Rupees 4131-13- payable 
to Mr. Solomon. Franco or order at 
2/3 per rupee is £St. 464-14-11 

Supplement 

108. The whole amount of bills drawn is Current Rupee.*: 

1 I 

109. In a former address we acquainted Your Honours of our 
having appointed a committee to examine into the charges 
against Santtfse the banian employed by Mr. Ranson when 
Master Attendant, and transmitted you a copy of their proceed- 
ings per ship Duke of Dorset, since which time they have not 
been able to make any further scrutiny for want of Santose [’s] 
accounts. 

110. On the 7th May a summons from the court was served 
on us to put in answer to a bill of complaint filed by Mr. Ranson 
for the ballance of the marine accounts due to him for the 
months of October and November, upon which we retained 
Mr. Wm. Dumbleton as our attorney and ordered him to appear 
for us, but on his examining the accounts and papers delivered 
him and finding from thence he was unable to support the suit 
he gave it as his ultimate opinion that Mr. Hanson’s demand 
ought td be paid and redress for the matter laid in the informa- 
tion against Santose sought in a legal way, when such informa- 
tion is properly made out, ascertained and perfected, upon which 
we paid Mr. Ranson his ballance with interest and costs and 
•ordered Mr. Dumbleton to afiile a bill of complaint against him 
to oblige him to produce vouchers fefr the several disbursements 
in his accounts during the time he was Master Attendant. 

HI. The Nabob Sarajee Doula whom Alliverde Cawn 
appointed to be his successor being arrived at Hughley where 
he was visited by the French and Dutch Governours with a 
present equivalent to his dignity and the President having 
received letters from the Phousdar and Coja Wazeed, the 
purport whereof is entered upon Our Consultation of the 31st 
August, from whence we judged it highly necessary to pay the 
Nabob the compliment required and therefore agreed that the 
President should prepare himself accompanied by Messrs 
Cruttenden, Becher and the Commandant' and that a present 
should be made the Nabob that might prove, satisfactory. 
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inconveniences, at Jugdea proposes to I'emove the factory to 
Mullub Gunge under the jurisdiction of Hojee Hossein and 
situated between Colinda and Chaundpore, where he can provide 
the Jugdea cloth with all other sorts ordered by Your Honours 
so as to cncrease the investment to about four laacks of rupees, 
and as the charges upon this would not in all probabillity exceed 
3 per cent so this proposal appear[s] to him conducive to Your 
Honours’ interest. Besides, this place stands by the river side- 
and free from the macraes which makes the Jugdea river so- 
very hazardous, and as the charges for building a house there 
which would serve well enough for their occasions will amount 
to 3000 rupees, so their removal will be attended with a triffling 
expcnce, concerning which he requested our sentiments as soon, 
as possible and in the meantime he should proceed to Jugdea 
to carry on Your Honours’ business on the old footing though 
the ruined circumstances of the old delolls make a step of the- 
foregoing nature absolutely necessary for the bringing the 
Company’s affairs under a due regulation, to which we propose 
to reply after this ship is dispatched and permit them to remove 
their factory if to be done for the sum they mention but shall 
direct them to act in conjunction and with the advice of the 
gentlemen at Dacca least it should be attended with any further 
expence to Your Honours by the exactions of the government. 

78. The begining of last March Mr. Henry Kelsall Resident 
at Bulramgurry sent up eight bales of sanoes and musters of 
the fine Olmorra goods ordered by Your Honours but as we 
found them too dear we forbid him to provide them. 

Fourthly, concerning the trade of India, and therein any 
transactions with the countrey Government. 

79. In our last address we informed Your Honours of 
Rayeritchund* the Nabob’s Duan having sent an order to the 
three European nations to send all money to the mint whether 
bullion or rupees to be coined into Siccas or disposed of to- 
Jugutseat, as likewise of the directions we sent to the gentle- 
men at Cossimbuzar to act in concert with the French and 
ijutch, where it was agreed that the three Chiefs should each 
present an arsdatt to the Nabob setting forth the hardships our- 
respective Companies would suffer and requesting that bullion, 
and rupees might pass current as usual, wliich we have the 
satisfaction to acquaint Your Honours has had the desired effect. 
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118. We wish her a safe and speedy passage and are with the 
utmost respect 

May it please to Your Honours 

Your faithful! and most 
obedient humble servants.. 

Roger Drake Junr./E. H. Cruttenden/C. Manningham/ 
Richd, Becher/W. Prankland/W. Mackett/Jno,. 
Zeph Holwell. 

Fort William, 

The 18 September 1752 N. S. 

(Ref: Copies of records obtained from India Office 1752/53r 
Vol. 17, pp' 68—115. 

Paragraphs 11, 35, 80, 87, 111, 112 published in Long’s- 
Selections from Unpublished Records 174S — 67, pp. 32 — S3. 

Paragraplis 83 and 88 published in Wilson’s Old Fort Williamr 
Vol. I, p. 243.) 
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LETTER DATED 1 JANUARY 1753 

Little sale of tooollen goods — dadney advanced to merchants 
. for provision of goods — formation of a militia — Henry 
Kelsall permitted to return to Europe — ^bills of exchange 
drawn on the Compaiiy. 

T O the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the 
Hon’ble the United Company of Mercliants of England, 
trading to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours 

1. Our last address bearing date the 18th September was 
forwarded to Your Honours per Colchester which ship was- 
dispatched by Mr. Wm. McGwire to the Presidency of Fort St. 
George from Ingellee the 22nd of that month when she drew 
17 feet water on an even keel. 

' 2. Having in said address, duplicate whereof is enclosed, 
given Your Honours a particular and distinct account of our 
transactions under the established heads till that time, we shall 
now proceed to lay before you a summary view of your affairs 
under our management since, hewing for Your Honours’ 
approbation. 

3. The several ships designed for this Presidency have 
safely imported here under the following dates : 
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and February, but on putting up your woollen goods at outcry 
on the 19th October Your Honours will observe, by. the account 
.sales thereof herewith transmitted you, that only a few of the 
•sortments sold. Hdwever we are in hopes of vending them on 
the 28th instant together with the cargoes of the Admiral 
Vernon, Chesterfield, Bombay Castle, and Hector, as from the 
best intelligence we can get they will sell better during the cold 
.season than in February. 

7. On the 16th of October we paid our merchants the full of 
the 85 per cent dadney we contracted to advance them for the 
provision of goods this year. 

8. After having used our utmost endeavours to procure the 
.Patna goods ordered, HuzzeramulP offered to contract with us 

on the musters of the year 1733 alledging that there was a great 
•difference at that time in the quality of the cloth to what there 
was anno 1746. That the cloth appeared cheap by cfur invoices 
as the charges of the factory were not included, which have 
been from 35 to 40 per cent on our investment deducting the 
profits made on the bullion and broad cloth sent from hence, 
that the charges to the merchants trading to and from Patna are 
not less on account of the exorbitancies of the chowkeys, the 
"duty they pay and the extortions of the Durbar and that Ely 
Rupees® at this time are 12 per cent better than Current as 
Siccas are not obtained at present under lllj Arcot Rupees and 
109| Madrass Rupees, and if we did not contract with him he 
rshould send the cloth to Delhi. But upon comparing his cloth 
with the old musters and finding the same prized very high and 
inferiour in quality, we came to a resolution hot to give him any 
further answer until January next at which time we shall be 
better able to judge whether we shall have need of such goods 
to compleat the tonage of the ships now under dispatch. 

9. Mr. Manningham Export Warehousekeeper on the 27th 
ultimo acquainted the Board of the tardiness of the merchants in 
bringing their goods into the cottah, and they being called before 
us to know the reason of this delay assured us that the aurung 
.goods were not then arrived, they having been prevented from 
washing them on account of the heavy rains but they were in 
•daily expectation of receiving them and with regard to the 
goods made in and about Calcutta they informed us the reason 
■fc/r not bringing in the usual quantity was owing to the deser- 
tion of numbers of the weavers occasioned by the dearness of 
provisions, ' ‘ 
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•slip would be a very great saving to Your Honours in the article 
•of Cooley hire, we ordered one to be built and the sniithshop 
and offices to be repaired. ■ 

84. Messieurs Coales and Ellis whom we directed to weigh 
off and receive the chunam, which Metre contracted with us 
for. representing to us it was extremely bad and that which he 
delivered as fine snail was so mixed with oyster shells that it 
was no better than the common sort and the custura or oyster 
shell was so black and dirty that it rendered it unfit for service, 
we thereupon directed them to weigh off none but what was 
good, and as we should have about 20000 maunds of oyster shell 
chunam when the whole was delivered and no immediate 
occasion for it for Your Honours’ service and it being a sort- 
ment that will not keep any time, we came to a resolution of 
selling it to the inhabitants who might want it at 40 Arcot 
Rupees per 100 buzar maunds. 

85. On receipt of your commands under date the 16 January 
Govindram Metre was immediately dismissed Your Honours’ 
service in obedience thereto and on the 20 July Mr. Holwell 
informing us that he had discovered traces of heavy frauds 
committed by Govindram Metre in his management of Your 
Honours’ revenues and moving that he be obliged to give good 
security for his appearance agreable to Your Honours’ orders, 
Govindram Metre proposed Omichund, who agreing thereto for 
six months as personal security, the same was accepted of. 

86. Mr. Holwell on the 13th of August delivers in a letter to 
the Board containing part of his charge against Metre and 
requesting his immediate imprisonment; on the 17th following 
be delivered us another letter with a further charge and therein 
repeated his request for the committing Metre to close confine- 
ment. For our proceedings thereon we beg leave to stand 
referred to the Minutes of Council those two days and to Mr. 
Manningham’s letter inclosed with Mr. Holwell’s letters and 
Metre’s replies which are forwarded in this packet with the 
proceedings of the committee who beg leave to assure Your 
Honours that they will lose no time in hearing Mr. Holwell’s 
proofs and hope they will be able to finish their enquiry before 
vour next dispatch which will be by the latter end of November. 

87. In obedience to Your Honours’ orders for forming a body 
'of militia Captain Commandant George Minchin proposes, as 
soon as the- weather sets in a little more temperate, to fix and- 
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16. The President on the recommendation of Capt. Com- 
mandant. George Minchin has thought proper to grant lieute- 
nants’ commissions to Messrs. Kempe and Keene and ensigns’ 
commissions to Messrs. Talbot and Polier. • 

17. Mr. Edward Eyre arrived from Dacca the [ ] instant 

when he was admitted to his seat at this Bdard, at which time 
:he took the usual oath of fidelity to Your Honours and received 
the charge of the dustucks from Mr. William Mackett. 

18. Mr. Heniy Kelsall haiving requested our permission to 
resign his Chiefship at Bulramgurry in order to return to 
Europe for the recovery of his health we appdSnfed Hr. Wm. 
McGwire to succeed him, he being obliged to lay down the post 
of Secretary on account of an indisposition he has contracted by 
a close and constant application to the desk fOr these eight 
years past, which he apprehends will oblige him to return to 
Europe if he does not get the better therepf by change of air. • 

19. In the room of Mr. McGwire, we have appointed Mr. John 
Cooke who was Sub Secretary for some years, and Mr. Brightwell 
Sumner to succeed Mr. Cooke at Dacca factory and as Mr. Wm. 
James Harrod has behaved to our satisfaction in the Secretary’s 
office, we have conferred on him the post of Millitary Pa 3 rmaster. 

20. We shall now advise Your Honours of the bills of ex- 
change we have granted by this ship and to whom payable, the 
■amount thereof having been made good, either by money paid 
into Your Honours’ treasury or by transfer — 

On 4th Deer, to Capt. Thomas Stevens for 
Current Rupees three hundred and 
eighty eight, twelve annas and nine 
pice (CRS. 388 p 12-9) payable to 
Humphrey Coates Esqr. at two 
shillings and three pence is £St. 43-14-9. 

On 30th Nov. to Mr. Wm. Nixon account 
Messrs. Jenks and Reveley for 
Current Rupees six thousand nine 
hundred and three, three annaes 
and she pice (6903-3-6) payable to 
Samuel Jenks or order at 2s-3d. is £St, 776-12-3. 

On 2nd Deer, to Capt. Jno. Pinson for 
Current Rs. two thousand six hundred 
and sixty six, ten annaes and nine 
pice (2666-10-9) payable to Edwd. • 

Payne Esqr, or order at 2s-3d. is ■ . £St. 300-0-0 
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from youi* service, the Presidency devolved to Wm. Fytche and 
the vacancies at the Board, which were occasioned by the dis- 
mission of Mr. Dawson, suspension of Mr. Blachford and 
removal of Mr. Pearkes from Council were filled up by Messrs. 
Mathew Collet, William Macket and Edwd. Eyre. Mr. Collet 
is to continue at Cossimbuzar till the investment for this year 
is all come in, Mr. Macket being on the spot was then admitted 
to his seat in Council and Mr. Eyre will quit Dacca as soon as 
he possibly can in order to take his seat at this Board. 


.93. On Messrs. Drake and Cruttenden declining to go to 
'Cossimbuzar Mi*. Wm. Watts who was next in standing was 
-appointed Chief. 

Mr. Drake Accomptant. 

Mr. Cruttenden Import Warehouse Keeper. 

Mr. Manningham Export Warehouse Keeper. 

Mr. Becher Buxey. 

Mr. Frankland Sub Export Warehouse Keeper. 

Mr. Collet Store Keeper on his arrival. 

Mr. Macket Register of the Dusticks by whom Your Honours’ 
■orders relative to them are put in execution, he being a mem- 
"ber of the Board. 

Mr. Eyre Collector of the Consulage and 

Mr. Holwell Zemindar. 

94. We permitted Mr. Paul Richard Pearkes to return to his 
•station at Dacca as he had served Your Honours many years 
at that factory as Export Warehouse Keeper in which he 
behaved to the satisfaction of the Board. 

95. Mr. Holwell requesting assistants to be appointed under 
him agreable to Your Honours’ directions we stationed Mr. 
■Richard Court as Sub-Zemindar and Mr. Thos. Coales as second 
assistant and Messrs. Wm. Ellis and Wm. Tooke as writers. 

9B. To comply with Your Honours’ directions for transmitting 
:you a copy of your standing orders we stationed Mr. James 
“Vallicourt under the Secretary for that purpose. 

125 Dir. of Arch. 
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four and six pice, payable to Edward 
Eyles Esqi*. and Mr. Gabriel Snodgrass 
or order at 2s. 3d. is 

On do. to Mrs. Mary Valicourt for Ciirrent 
Rs. one hundred and thirty three, five 
annaes and three pice (133-5-3) 
payable to Mrs. Anne Burrow Junr. 
at 2s. 3d. is 

On do to Idr. Wm. Weston for Current 
Rupees four thousand four hundred 
and forty four, seven , annaes 
(4444-7-0) payable to Messrs. Gosling 
and Bennet or order ^at 2s. 3d. 

On do. to E. H. Cruttenden Esqr. for 
Current. Rs. one thousand seven 
hundred and forty eight, seven annaes 
and nine pice (1748-7-9) payable to 
Mr. Robert Cliff or order at 2s. 3d. 

On do. to Mr. Wm. Kempe for Current 
Rupees three hundred and fifty five, 
eight annaes and nine pice (355-8-9) 
payable to Mr. Geo. Heath or order 
at 2s. 3d. is 

On 5th Deer, to Messrs. Manningham 
and Frankland for Current Rs. eight 
thousand nine hundred and thirty 
three, twelve annaes and three pice 
(8933-12-3) payable tef Samuel Harri- 
son Esqr. or order at 2s. 3d. is 

On do. to do. do. account Mr. Robt. Clive 
Current Rupees eighty six thousand 
one hundred and eleven, ten annaes 
and three pice (86111-10-3) payable 
to Mr. Robert Clive or order at 2s. 3d. 
is 

On 5th Deer, of Mr. Chs. Manningham 
account Mr. Archibald Sterling 

Current Rs. one thousand three 

hundred and sixty twtf, eleven annaes 
and three pice (1362-11-3) payable to 
Mr. Archibald Sterling or order at 
2s. 3d. is 


£St. 2405-14-L 


£St. 15-0-0/ 


£St. 500-0-0. 


. £St. 196-14-1. 


£St. 40-0-0. 


£St. 1005-1-0.. 


£St. 9687-11-2. 


£St. .153-6-1. 
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104. Mr. Richard Becher . on his being taken into Council 
wrote to his friends in England to give the usual security and 
the other gentlemen who have been since admitted have our 
directions to do the same. 

Seventhly, touching accompts. 

105. The attorneys of Mr. Wm. Bailie having paid into Your 
Honours’ treasury the 21st of January last Current Rupees 
1030-6- instead of 1000 rupees, for which sum we granted bills 
of exchange on Your Honours, we have paid back the difference, 
being Current Rupees 30-6-. 

106. We also granted a sett of bills of exchange on the 22nd 
February last to Mr. Dawson in favour of Messrs. Abraham and 
Jacob Franco for pounds sterling 668-13-4 instead of pounds 
sterling 667-13-4, tlie difference whereof @ 2/1 being Current 
Rupees 9-6-6 we have since received. 


107. We are now to acquaint Your Honours of the bills of 
exchange we have granted, all which, agreable to Your Honours* 
directions, are at the exchange of 2/3 each rupee, the amoimt of 
each being accounted for before the bills were drawn out. 

On the 17 August to Capt. Robt. Clive for 
Current Rupees 6987-6-3 payable to 
himself or order at 2/3 per rupee is £St. 786-1-7 

On the 17 August to Robert Orme for Cur- 
rent Rupees 12989-9- payable to him- 
self or order at 2/3 per rupee is £St. 1459-19-10- 


On do. do. to Robert Orme for Current 
Rupees 5000 payable to himself or 
order at 2/3 per rupee is £St. 562-10- 

On the 24 to Robert Orme for Current 
Rupees 12977-11-0 payable to Messrs. 

Abraham and Jacob Franco or order 

at 2/3 per rupee is £St. 1459-19-9 

On the 25 to Capt. Jonathan Ranson for 
Current Rupees 948-13-6 payable to 
Daniel Lascelles at 2/3 per rupee is £St. 106-14-10 

On do. to Roger Drake Junr. account Wm. 

Wogan Junr. for Current Rupees 
888-14-3 payable to Wm. Wogan at 2/3 
per rupee is 


£St. 100-0-0 
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seven ; hundred and 'seventy - seven, 
twelve, annaes and six pice 
(1777-12-6) payable to Mrs. Elizabeth 
Thorpe or order at 2s. 3d is 

On do. of Chs. Manningham Esqr. account 
Mr. Richard Eyre Current Rupees 
one thousand seven hundred and 
seventy seven, twelve annaes and 
six pice (1777-12-6) payable to 
Mr. Richard Eyre dr order at 2s. 3d 
is 

On do. of Messrs. Mannin^am and 
Frankland account Mr. Robert Sloper 
Current Rs. eight hundred and eighty 
eight, fourteen annaes and three 
pice (888-14-3) payable to John Starke 
Esqr. or order at 2s, 3d is 

On do. of Chs. Manningham Esqr. account 
the estate of Thos. Braddyl Esqr. 
deceased Current Rupees one hundred 
and fifty three, nine annaes (153-9-0) 
payable to Jno, Braddyl Esqr. or 
order at 2s, 3d is 

On do. of Messrs. Manningham and 
Frankland account . Capt. Thos. 
Leeke; Current Rs. five thousand four 
hundred and twenty nine, three 
annaes (5429-3-0) payable to Stephen 
Law Esqr. or order at 2s, 3d is 

On 5th December of Messrs. Manningham 
and Frankland per order of Mr; Robt. 
Sloper Current Rs. twenty seven 
thousand one hundred and fifty, 
five annaes and six pice (27150"5-6) 
payable to Chs. Floyer Esqr. ■ or 
order at 2s. 3d is . , 

On do. of do. do. per order of Solomon 
Franco of Madrass Current Rs, ten 
thousand seven hundred and ninety 
six, twelve annaes and three, pice 
(10796-12-3) ■ payable to Mr. John 
Geekie or order at 2s, 3d is 


£St. 200-0-0. 


£St. 200-0-0. 


£St. 100-0-0. 


£St. 17-5-6. 


£St. 610-15-8. 


£St. 3054-8-3. 


£St. 1214-12-8. 
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On do. do. to Roger Drake Junr. for two 
chests coral marked W. B. No. 1.2 
and 2 chests amber beads R.B. No. 1-2 
per Dorrington for Current Rupees 
22124- payable to Richard Barwell at 
2/3 per rupee is 

On do. do. to Roger Drake Junr. for 
Current Rupees 444-7- payable to 
Roger Drake Esqr. at 2/3 per rupee is 

On do. do to Roger Drake Junr. for 
Current Rupees 4000 payable to 
Daniel Lascelles at 2/3 per rupee is 

On do. do. to Robert Orme for a chest of 
coral marked S.S. N 4 per Colchester 
for Current Rupees 1465-6-9 payable 
to Jacob De Natal Levi Sansino at 
2/3 per rupee is 

On do. do. to Robert Orme for Current 
Rupees 300 payable to Margaret 
Adams or order at 2/3 per rupee is 

On do. do. to Richd. Becher Esqr. for 
Current Rupees 888-14-3 payable to 
Wm. Powncy at 2/3 per rupee is 

On do. do. to Messrs Manningham and 
Frankland for Current Rupees 
20398-”-6 payable to Thos. Burrow 
or order at 2/3 per rupee is 

On 31 August to Messrs, Manningham 
and Frankland for Current Rupees 
5496-2 payable to Chas. Raymond 
Esqr. at 2/3 per rupee is 

On do. do. to Messrs. Manningham and 
Frankland for Current Rupees 
5628-15-6 payable to Abraham and 
Jacob Franco at 2/3 per rupee is 

On do. do. to Messrs, Manningham and 
Frankland for Current Rupees 
1786-14- payable to Messrs .Franco 
and Co. at 2/3 per rupee is 


6lS 

£St. 2488-19- 

£St. 50- - 

■ £St. 4501 

£St. [ 1. 

£St. 33-15- 

£St. 100 

£St. 2969-15-5 

£St. [ I. 

£St. [ 

£St. [ ]. 

t* 

■ % 
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On do. of Hon’bJe Roger DraJ?e Elsqr. 
Current Rupees nine hundred and 
ninety, twelve . annaep and six 
pice (990-12^6) payable to Wm. 
Harwell Esq. or order at 2s. 3d is 

On do. of do. Current Rs. seven hundred 
and eleven, one annae and nine 
pice (711-1-9) payable to Mr. David 
Findlay dr order at 2s. 3d is 

On do. of do. Current Rs. seven hundred 
and forty eight (748-0-0) payable to 
Robt. Gooden Esqn. or order at 
2s. 3d is 

On do. of Mr. Thos. Holmes Current 
Rs. one thousand two hundred and 
eighty eight, fourteen annaes 
(1288-14-0) payable to Frederick 
Frankland Esqr. or order at 
2s. 3d is 

On 5th Deer, of William Mackett Esqr.- 
Current Rs. seven hundred and 
eleven, one annae and nine pice 
(711-1-9) payable to Mr. David 
Findlay or order at 2^. 3d is 

On do. of Wm. Frankland Esqr, Current 
Rupees one thousand and thirty 
eight, three annaes and six pice 
(1038-3-6) payable to . Thos. 
Frankland Esqr, pr order at 2s. 3d 
is 


eSt. 111-9-3. 


4JSt. 80-0-0. 


£St. 84-3-0. 


i£3t. 145-0-0. 


£St. 80-0-0 


£St. 116-16-0. 


On do. of Messrs. Richard Becher and 
John Zephaniah Holwell Current 
Rupees six hundred and sixty 
(660-0-0) payable to Captain 
Nathaniel Jacobs or order at 2s. Sd 
is £St. 74-5-0. 

21. The whole amount of Bills of exchange at two shiUings 
and three pence each rupee is Current Rupees three hundred 
and seventy six thousand two hundred and thirty, ten annaes 
and three pice (CRs. 376,230-10-3) or pounds sterling forty two 
thousand three hundred and twenty six, three annaes and three 
pice (sic) (£St. 42,326-3-3). 
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112. This morning the President returned from the vi.^it 
where he was received with the utmost politene;;': .'»nd distinc- 
tion far superiofr than was paid the French or Dutch, find if 
those people’s words are ever to be confided in, v/e fielter our- 
.selves that the expence we have been at on this occasion 
procured you great favour and will be the means of Your 
Honours’ business being conducted without any inierrojjtion 
from the Government for some time to come, and v/e beg 
to offer our sentiments that a greater intimacy well timed v/iti, 
the heads of the Government (not before practiced) v/hen 
opportunity offers, either here or at the head subordinates, may 
be greatly conducive to Your Honours’ interest at a small ex- 
pence, for it is chiefly those about tKe Nabob who are in pov/er 
that urge circumstances to our disadvantcsge and i.;r up b.'s 
resentment and when any large sum is paid they receive the 
greatest share. 


113. By the chokey boat which arri.ea this : 
received advices of the arrival of Your Ho— -—s shL.-.: 
from the Cormondell coast and the Wagt:- — om Bo.* 
the news of the Bombay Castle and ‘w—tSTieiiield 

Madrass. 


^ 


Oxford 




114. Captain Mainwaring having paid 
and damaged goods per Colchester we oenverea axr rp rar 
bill of lading. 


115. The Governour and Cound] a: -laoras oes-=r rr- or 
lade on this ship her charterparty SEj-^re and redvrrd^' r.o 
•comply with their indent for 1,000 bap :: peire ana a — =- -p 
with rice, but as we have been obneed :: rrebibi: m-: 

tion of grain on account of its area: .-carr:*." ana aaHaa 
only 15 seer for a rupee we tbmp:: .a naor: 
compleat her tonage with saltper-r and bav=; — -- 

the gentlemen at Fort St. George. 

116. Captain Mainwaring haviar .re'. veraed dar= aaaan nnn. 

Current Rupees to be advances :aaa nn dharoerrnr" •_ ' 

complied therewith as by his rernar end one — *■ — 

-entered into for that sum encirsen 


117. We have directed Yir. 7'- 
the Colchester to get the bib: a: 
Mainwaring his dispatches and be 
the time he dispatches, this fn-: 
-what else he may find necena— . 
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.. 27. We have laden on this ship sundry stores for the use of 
Your Honours’ island St. .Helena amounting to Current Rupees 
one thousand twof hundred and sixty six, fourteen annaes and 
six pice .(CRs. 1266-14-6). 

■ 28. Mr. Edward Eyre who dispatches this ship will acquaint 
Your Honours of her draught of water and what else he may 
find necessary frctai below. 

29. We wish her a safe and speedy passage to Your Honours,' 
and are with the greatest respect 

May it please Your Honours 
Your most faithful and most obedient humble servants. 

Roger Drake Junr./E. H. Cnittenden/C. Manningham/, 
Richd. Becher/W. Frankland/W. Macktee Edward Eyre/ 
Jnq. Zeph. Holwell. 

Fort William, 

the 1st January, 1753. 

(Ref: Copies of records obtained from India OfBce 1752/53, 
Vql. 17, pp. 130—147.) ’ ' 

30 

LETTER DATED 15 JANUARY 1753 

Captain Paul Philip Polier permitted to return to Fort St. 
David — the right of a free merchant to have a pass to fit and 
send .a ship referred to home authorities. 

T O the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the 
• Hon’ble the United Company of Merchants of England 
trading to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours 

1. Our last address to Your Honours under date the 31st of 
December was forwarded on the Wager, Capt. Josiah Hindman, 
duplicate otf which we now enclose. This ship was dispatched 
from Ingellee by Mr. Edwd. Eyre when she drew 17ft. llin. 
upon an even keel. 

2. This waits on Your Honours by the Admiral Vernon, 
Capt. Edmund Cooke, whom we have consigned to .the Presi- 
dent and Council of Fort St. George to be filled up and dis- 
patched to Europe from thence and shall in a few days send 
them up the Bombay Castle to take in the surplus pepper at 
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The Durrington, Captain Drake the 23rd of April. 

The Godolphin, Captain Hutchinson the 5th of July. 

The Colchester, Captain Mainwaring the 24th July. 

The Oxford, Captain Stevens the 23rd of September. 

The Chesterfield, Captain Carter the 14th of October. 

The Bombay Castle, Captain Brown the 28th ditto. 

And the Hector and Wager from Bombay the 23rd 
September. 

The Hector we have since returned to Bombay with a loading 
of saltpetre and gunnies, and the Wager having on board a 
cargo which goes consigned to Your Honours amounting, as 
per invoice and bill of lading enclosed, to Current Rupees 
848000-0-0 affords us a conveyance for this address. 

4. The several papers and captains' requests relating to each 
of the ships shall be foi'warded in their respective packets and 
we arc to assure Your Honours that your commands concerning 
the private trade, as likewise the surveying your ships before 
any goods were laden on them, have been duely carried into 
execution. 

5. We have come to the following determination with regard 
to the disposal of the tonage on hand and shall, God willing, 
return the Admiral Vernon and Chesterfield fo Your flonours, 
half laden from hence, with orders to call at the Coast to 
compleat their loading. The Bombay Castle we shall dispatch 
via Fort St. Geo'rge, the gentlemen there having requested us to 
send that ship, from whence they propose to send her to Fort 
Marlbro’, which will answer Your Honours’ intentions to favour 
Capt. Brown, as it was uncertain whether we should be under 
the necessity of detaining any other ship in the countrey besides 
the Durrington which we design for carrying the remainder of 
the saltpetre indented for at Bombay, in which case the injury 
to Captain Brown we conceive would be considerable, as his 
waiting for the prospect of a countrey voyage riiight occasion 
his late dispatch, the beginning of March. The Oxford we 
shall send home fully laden from hence. We shall dispatch the 
Godolphin to the Coast with rice on Your Honours’ account. 

6. In the 33rd paragraph of the accompanying address we 
informed Your Honours of our having deferred the sales of part 
of the Durrington’s and Godolphin’s cargoes with the whole of 
the Colchester’s till the month of October and that we intended 
to sell the imports by the other ships in the months of January 
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of opinion no fre^ merchant by th^ tfeiibuif df their ind^ntli^ies 
fiaO. a right to a pass, but in fdhsidet^tidn Mn Wddd rflight have 
been in an ertbr, arid (nbt believing' aiiy bbjefclidiig Would tiiVe 
been made) have purchased this Wssei and 'cafgffi Whidh Wcftild 
greatly prejudice his fdrtuHe if we refiiS'ed hiih a pass, it wds 
agreed to allow him one fdr this Vessel but that in future ho 
free meiuhanls shoUld have a pas^ granted thehi ’till Your 
Honours’ pleasure is known thereon; We now beg leave to 
represent to Your Honofurs the great prejudice such a liberty 
would be to the place in general,' for, if it be permitted-, a free 
merchant, by lending his name without any capital of his own 
and by the assistance and concern of the natives, may always 
set voyages on foot to the utter destruction of the iarade Of this 
settlement in general and a certain injury to every gentleman 
in the service. We apprehend the indulgence they have by 
their indentures is very extraordinary and that restraining 
them from passes by no means excludes them from trading to 
any part or parts within the Hon’ble Company’s charters We 
therefore hope Your Honours will confirm our resolutions and 
permit that priviledge to remain to your covenanted servants as 
well as the dustucks. 


6; The season growing Ihtb aKd fipprehendirit the gentle- 
in'dn at Btinbay may b'e iii want of the Saltpetre We hSVe iad^n 
on the Uurritigtoii fdr th^if Use,- Wd agfCCd to tdke in what 
freight might be Ottered for her ’fill ffie 35th inStaiit Ufid then 
dispatch her to the GeverhdUr UM Council of Bombay; 


7. We are now to advisfe Ydu'r &OhbUrs of the Ruth’s for 
Which We have 'grahted bilis of fekchan'ge at tWo shiiiihgs 'ahd 
three pence 'ea6h fup§e. 


bh 4th - Jany. td Mr» Jonathan Rahsoh 
Current Rupees tWo thousand 


(2000-0-0) payable to Wm. Davis Esq. 
aha Capt-. temas ifttl or btder U 
2s-5a. 'each rupSe is 

bh m do. to th% Hbh^e MUhr £)Hfce 
^Sq. Current Rupees dh'e ^h^S'and 
four hundred khd foiHy 
to iDahiel La'Sdehes Esqr. oir ‘dtdhr’ 
at 2s-3d. is 


^£Bt. '2'2&-0-0. 


i£S’t. i'B’ 2 - 6 - 0 . 


bh '<36. to do. burteht Rupe'efe thifty 'thtee 
thbusa'hd four hundred hhd ‘eighl^ 
t33,48'0) peyahlB tb the Roh^le ■^os. 
Sauh'dexS Esq. ‘or order at §S-^8d. iS 


;£St, 375S6-i0-0. 
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10. On our calling upon the securities of Annunchund 
Nianchund who has run away in Your Honours’ debt to make 
good the same they assured us they would sell all their effects 
by the 30th dl this month to make' good any demands Your 
Honours may have on him, and have given us security for their 
personal appearance in the intermediate time and acquiesce, in 
case they do not sell their effects by that time, to have them put 
up at publick outcry the beginning of January. A sloop of theirs 
has been since sold at outcry by the Export Warehousek^per 
for CRs. 3320-0-0 but Omichund having produced a mortgage 
bond on that sloop to a larger amount, we acquiesced to his 
receiving it. 

11. The President has been presented with a seeipaw and an 
elephant bj' Alliverdy Cawn who has wote to him to send our 
vacqueels to Munsoor All Mullick’s’® Durbar and under him to 
transact Your Honours’ business. 

12. In this packet we transmit Your Honours the state of 
your revenues as laid before us by Mr. Holwell, Jemindar, in 
obedience to your commands for sending it by the first ship, 
though our daily business has been too much to afford time for 
a regular enquiry of matters therein set forth; however we 
shall, when this ship is dispatched, take it under consideration 
and should we meet with any contradictions, shall advise Your 
Honours in our next address, at which time we propose forward- 
ing the proceedings of the committee into the charge exhibited 
by Mr. Holwell against Govindram Metre, with our. resolutions 
thereon, they being now before us for that purpose. 

13. The account sales of yOur farms at publick outcry is 
enclosed in this packet as also Govindram Metre’s reasons for 
the advance they sold at this year, to what they did in his time. 

14. In obedience to Your Honours’ commands we have 
formed a body of militia and have conferred a colonel’s commis- 
sion on Mr. Cruttenden tO command the same. 

15. In consequence of what we advised Your Honours in the 
noth paragraph of the accompanying address we have affiled a 
bill in the Mayor’s Court against Mr. Ranson either to Oblige 
him to pay the 50,000 rupees he stands charged with or, in case 
he does not acquiesce thereto, to oblige him to prove his monthly 
accounts, and have refused Mr. Ranson leave to return to 
Europe, until he gives us security iot the amount of the charge, 
and to stand to whatever may be awarded against him. 
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sand eight hundred and twenty eight, 
fcmrteen annaes and three pice 
payable to Judah Supino or order 
@ 2s-3d. is 

On do. of do. in full returns for 1 chest 
, of coral marked lOS No. 1 per 
Godolphin Current Rs. nine hundred 
and eighty . one, thirteen annaes 
and nine pice (981-13-9) p^able to 
Judah Supino or order at 2s-3d. 
is 

On do. of Mrs. Sophia Hollond Current 
Rs. forty thousand seven hundred 
and ninety six, foam annaes and six 
pice (40796-4-6) payable to Messrs. 
Edwd. and Joseph Fowke or order 
at 2s-3d. is 

On 11th January of Mr. Bartiiolemew 
Plaistead Current Rupees four 
hundred (400-0-0.) payable to 
Mr. Thomas Burnet or order @ 
2s-3di is 

On do. of . Mr. Peter Amyatt Current 
Rupees seven hundred and eleven, 
one annae and nine pice, payable 
to D.ayid Findlay Esq, or order at 
2s-3d. is 

On 12th do. of the Hon’ble Roger Drake 
and Charles Manningham • Esqr. 

• accoimt of Mr. Solomon .Franco 
Current. Rs. twelve thousand and 
twenty eight, eleven annaes and 
three pice, payable- to Mr. Solomon 
Franco or order at 2s-3d. is 

On do of Mr, Thomas .Blany Current.; 
Rupees four hundred and forty foxir, 
seven annaes, • payable to Wm. 
Alexander Esqr. or order @ 2s-3d. is 

On 15tti do. of Mr. Jas. Valicourt Cur- 
rent Rupees six thousand five hund- 


£St. 768-5-0. 


£St. 110-9-2. 


£St 4589-11-7. 


£St. 45-0-0. 


£St. 80-0-0 


£St. 1353-4-7. 


£St. 50-0-0. 
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On 2nd December to Mrs. Jane Douglass 
for Current Rupees eight hundred 
and eighty eight, fourteen annaes 
and three pice (888-14-3) payable to 
Hugh Watson Esqr. or order at two 
shillings and three pence is 

On 4th Deer, of Capt. Thomas Stevens 
for Current Rupees one thousand 
two hundred and ninety three, 
seven annas and six pice (1293-7-6) 
payable to Mr. Nichs. Crisp or order 
at two and three pence is 

On do. to Mr. Charles Hampton for 
Current Rupees four thousand 
eight hundred and eighty eight, 
fourteen annaes and three pice 
(4888-14-3) payable to Wm. Davis 
Esqr. and Mr. Chs. Hampton or 
order at 2s,3d. 

On 4th Deer, to Mr. Wm. Fullertcfti 
account of Mr. James Wilson 
Current Rupees one thousand and 
eighty (1080-0-0) payable to Mr. John 
Wallis or order at 2s. 3d. is 

On do to Richd. Becher Esqr. for Current 
Rupees four hundred and sixty five, 
six annas and nine pice (465-6-9) 
payable to Capt. John Samson or • 
order at 2s. 3d. is 

On do. to Capt. Thomas Stevens for 
Current Rupees fourteen thousand 
one hundred (14,100-0-0). payable 
to Mrs. Jane Stevens and Mr. John 
Pye or order at 2s. 3d. 

On do. to Mr. Samuel Oliver for Current. 
Rs. two, thousand six hundred 
and three, fourteen annaes (2603-14-0) 
payable to Capt. Roger Mainwaring 
or order at 2s. 3d. is 

On 4th Deer, to Mr. Gabriel Snodgrass 
for Current Rupees • twenty one 
thousand three hundred and eighty 
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£St. 100-0-0. 


£St. 145-10-3 


£St. 550-0-0. 


£St. 121-10-0. 


£St. 52-7-3. 


£St. 1586-5-0. 


£St. 292-18-8. 
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and forty two fhOUs&ild afid thirty ofl6, four anftaes and six 
pice (CRs. 142031*4^6) Ur pOUndS Sterling flfteSh thousand, nine 
hUh'dred ahd seventy seven, fifteen shillings, l(£St. 15,977-15-0,) 

9. The enclosfed indent for stOfCS iS Ofily tor What iS W anting 
for our own US6 agrehblO 10 YoUt MoAOUts* directions; the 
masts, booms hnd SpSrs wotild not hayo been indented for, 
had this countrey afforded hny WOod proper for tho purpose. 

10. Rnoiosed in this packet Your Honours will receive copy 
of a petition Wfe dOliVfeted ih to tho Mayor’s Court about 
Deepchund’s deposit requesting it tO be paid uS, ho one having 
recommenced the suit Sgreable to MiS Majesty’s decree, on 
Wliieh as yet they hOvO ’Cbme to AO deterhiinatioh nor do we 
see any probability of its being soon decided, 

11. Mr. William Sumner Who dispatches this ship from 
Ingellee will advise Your Honours of what is needfull from 
thence. 

12. We wish her a safe and speedy passage and are with 
the greatest respfefeti 

May it please to Your Honours 

Your faithful! and most obedient humble servants, 

Roger Drake Junr./E. H. Cruttenden/G^ Manningham/ 
Richd. Becher/Wi Ffanklandi/W. M&ckett/EdWard Eyre/ 
Jno. Zeph Holwell. 

Fort William 

The 15th January, 1753. 

(Copies of records obtained from India Office 1752/53. Vol. 
17, pp. 149— 157-. 

Paragraph 5 published ih LOftg’s Sel$QiiQns fvom Unpublished 
]fiecords, 1748-67, p. '46.) 

31 

LETTER DATED 29 JANUARY 1753 

X 0 the HonTile the Court of Directors for Affairs of the 
Hon’ble the United Company of Merchants of England 
trading to the East Indies. 

May it please to Your Honours 

1. By the Admiral Vernon our address of the 15th instant 
was forwarded as per duplicate enclosed. That ship was dis- 
patched to the Coast by Mr. William Sumner the ‘18th January, 
when she drew 16^ foot upon an eVeu keel. 
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On 5th Deer, of Messrs. Manningham and ' 
Frankland account Mr. John Hipwood* 
Current Rupees five hundred and 
fifty one, ten annaes and nine pice 
(551-10-9) payable to Thomas Burrow 
Esq. or order at 2s. 3d. 

On do. of do. do. account Miss Eleanor 
Powney Current Rupees four hundred 
and eighty seven, four annaes and 
three pice (487-4-3) payable to Thos. 
Burrow Esqr. or order at 2s. 3d is 

On do of do. do account Mrs. Rebecca 
Cassmajor Current Rupees five 
hundred and sixty one, three annaes 
and three pice (561-3-3) payable to 
Thos. Burrow Esqr. or order at 
2s. 3d is 

On do. of do. do account Thos. Burrow 
Esqr. Current Rupees fifty thousand 
seven hundred and fifty two, one 
annae and three pice (50752-1-3) pay- 
able to Thos. Burrow Esqr. or order 
at 2s. 3d is 

On do. of do. Current Rs. six thousand 
and twenty eight, ten annaes and 
nine pice (6028-10-9) payable to Chs. 
Peers Esqr. or order at 2s. 3d is 

On do. to Hon’ble Roger Drake Esqr. and 
Chs. Manningham Esqr. account 
Moses Franco & Co. being for sale of 
remains of coral per Colchester 
marked [ ] Current Rupees one 

thousand nine himdred and twenty, 
seven, thirteen aniiaes and nine pice, 
payable to Moses Franco & Co. or , 
order at .2s. 3d is 

On 5th December of Mrs. Jane Douglass, 
and Messrs. Manningham and Frank- 
land account Mrs. Elizabeth Thorpe 
for Current Rupees one thousand 


£St. 62-l-3> 


£St. 54-16-4. 


£St. 63-2-ff. 


£St. 5709-12-.3-.. 


£St. 678-4-5.. 


£St. 216-17-&. 
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and never mentioned before) we ordered the Secretary to in- 
form him of our opinion and acquaint him that his bills of 
lading would not be given up ’iWl he had made good the 
damage and deficiencies of goods received from his ship; His 
letter is enclosed to Your Honours in this packet as well as 
all his other requests with the reports relative to his ship. 

6. We have permitted Mr. William Rider to return to 
Europe on this ship in consequence of his request for that 
purpose transmitted in this packet and beg leave to recommend 
him to Your Honours as very deserving of your service, 
should his health put it in his power to return to India. 

7. By the Chesterfield and Oxford we purpose giving Your 
Honours a full account of your affairs under our management 
since the dispatch of the Colchester and reply to those parts 
of your commands which have not yet been spoken too. 

8. We are now to advise of the several sums of money for 
which we have granted bills of exchange on Your Honours 
at 2s-3d the rupee: 

On 20 th January of Dr. George Gray 
Current Rs. 1069-15-9 payable to 
Messrs. Johnson and Potheringham 
or order at 2s-3d is 

On 20th January of Dr. George Gray 
Current Rupees 8496-6-0 payable to 
Mr. Henry Allen or order at 2s-3d is 

On do. of Capt. Samuel Button Current 
Rs. 328-0-0 payable to Capt. Thos. 

Best or order at 2s-3d is ' 

On 21st do. of Messrs. Drake. Watts. 

Fullerton and Amyatt Current Rs. 

30,813-8-9 payable .to William Barwell 
Esqr. or order @ 2s-3d is 

On do. of Dr. Wm. Fullerton Current 
Rupees 3370-13-3 payable ' to ' Me^fs. 

Gosling and Bennet or order @ 2s-3d ' 
is • 37944. 

On do. of the Hon’ble -Roger Drake Esqr ... 

Junr. on account of Mr. Jacob De 

JNatal.Levi Sonsino .Current. Rupees . > 

,446-14-0 payable to .Mr., Jaqob ..De. , . 


£St. 120-7-6. 

£St. 955-16-10. 

£St. 36-18-0. 

£St. 546640-6. 
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On do. of Capt. Thos. Stevens account 
Mrs. Ann Shirley Current Rupees 
seven hundred and fifty six (756-0-0) 
payable to Mrs. Ann Shirley or 
order at 2s. 3d is 

On do. of Messrs. Manningham and 
Frankland account Capt. Wm. Robscfn 
Current Rs. eighty thousand six 
hundred and thirty six, twelve 
annaes and three pice (80,636-12-3) 
payable, to William Davis, Thomas 
Burrow and' Charles Brown Esqrs. 
at 2s. 3d is 

On 5th Deer, of Mr. Thomas Coales 
Cinrent Rs. one thousand (1000) 
payable to Roger Drake Senr. Esqr. 
or order at 2s. 3d is 

On 5th Deer, of Charles Manningham 
Esqr. on his own account Current 
Rupees one thousand seven hundred 
and seventy seven, twelve annaes 
and six pice (1777-12-6) payable to 
Thos. Manningham Esqr. or order at 
2s. 3d is 

On do. of Adam Dawson Esqr. Current 
Rupees four thousand nine hundred 
and eighty eight, one annae and nine 
pice (4988-1-9) payable to Joseph 
Hurlock Esqr. or order at 2s. 3d is 

On do. of Mr. John Brown Current 
Rs. twelve thousand seven himdred 
and sixty three, fourteen annaes 
and three pice (12763-14-3) pay- 
able to Capt. Rodolphus d’ Gingin 
or order at 2s. 3d is 

On . do of Capt. Thomas Fenwick 
Current Rs. one hundred and 
twenty three, twelve annaes and 
three pice (123-12-3) payable to 
Chs. Raymond Esqr. or order at 
2s. 3d is 
125 Dir. of Arch. 


£St. 85-1-0. 


£St. 9071-12-9. 


£St. 112-10-0. 


£St. 200-0-0. 


£St. 561-3-3. 


£St. 1435-18-9. 


£St. 14-3-0 



letter to court 



On do. of dp. dQ» the pst?|[te of 

William Fytche Esqr. deceased 
Current; Rs, T^O^OtO payable tp MT* 

David Fjndlay or prdpr pt l2B?3d is ^St. 81-0-0. 

On 25th January of Messrs. Manningham 
and Frankland account Captain 

Robert UUvP Rs, l9965?l&-9 

payable to Uapt. Rpbert CJivp pr 

order at gsr^d js i£3t. 1121-3-6. 

On do. of do. do. account Capt. ptephen 
Kirwan Current Rupees 25,350-6-3 
payable tP Phases Raymond Esq., 
or order pt 2sT3d \s 2851-18-4. 

On do. of Mr. Thomas Cooke Current 
Rupees 800 t 0-0 payable tp Mr. MUes 
Barne qp or-dep at 2s-3d js £St. 90-0-0. 

On do. of do. Current Rupees 300-0-0 
payable to Capt. Richard Thelwall or 
order at 2s-3d is £St. 33-15-0. 

On 24th do. of Mr. Wm. Wogan Junr. 

Current Rupees 26666Ti0?9 payable 

to himself or order at 2s-8d is £St. 3000-0-0. 

On 29th do. of Hon’ble Roger Drake Esq. 

Junr. acpoqnt th© prpdpce of 2 chg§te ' 
coral mpphe^l T 14 G Nq. 2 ^ g 
Current Rppees OOSgrp-rg payable to 
. • Thomas Godfrey Esq. or prdpr @ 

2s-3d is £St. 782-9-5. 

9. The whole amqunt pf JailJp Pf exchqngp at two shillings 
apd thrfip pence is Current Rupees opp hundred ,§nd thirty 
nine thousand five hundred and eighty three, fifteen annaes and 
nine pice (CRs. 139583-15-9) or fifteen thousand seven hundred 
and three pounds sterling, two shillings and eleven pence (£St. 
15703-2-11). 

10, gy the Colchester we drew on Yqpr Hppppys a l^iH 
exchange payable tp Thppias Burrow Esqr, fpr £§t. 2969-15-5 
instead of £St. MOWg-g, being ap error ip the calculation of 
it by the assistants in the Apcpmptqpt’s p^e, y^hj^ has been 
mentippe.4 fo Mr. Burrow’s attorneys and he is wppfe to about 
it.’ ' 
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23. Since writing t^jius far, we put up Your Honours’ 
wooUen goods at outcry on the 28th “and the account sales ctf 
what were then disposed pf comes enclosed, by which Your 
Honours will observe the advance on the 15 per cent was yeiy 
ipqonsjderg^lp, there were po feidderg for tl^e ordinary pppipjay, 
fi:^pph grgpn, yellpy; an^ broa4 nor fpr ^e perpetpr 
anoes of the following colours— ponipjay, french greep, Jrefipfe 
yellow, crimspn, black, red and white and we pW assign no 
other reason for their not seUing t%n the great .quantity 
imported into these parts by the “French. 

23. As Your Honours haye frpguently cautioned against 

dispatching your ships with too ricfi cargoes and by computation 
of the value of the Wagei^s on the 28th ^timp, finding that it 
then amounted to near nine laack, and twenty threp tons want- 
ing to compleat her tonage and as our goo^ came in very slow 
and no bales remained in the cottah but very valuable ones, 
we esteemed it for Your Honours’ interest tp tqrn the tpnngrick, 
cpwries and tjngall intp Wlji^h yrp hope Your 

Honours will approve of, as it will answer ypur iiitpntipps pf 
having an early ship and will keep the amount of her invoice 
within moderate bounds, for by filling her tonage up with such 
bales as were then in the w^ehouse, her cargoe would have 
exceeded ten Jaacks. 

24 . We hayp permittpd Messrs. Charles Hamptpii pnd Wjlliam 

WR§top to rptyrp to Eurppp pn this §hiP they b.?Y|ng paid 1:hg 
usual ninety six rupees intp Ypur jl^pppurs’ also 

Gabriel Snodgrass Your Honours’ Carpenter on account of ^ 
%ad st,ate pf h®?lth ^anfJ havp givpp him a eprtificate pi his good 
bphavipur as he {3§hgye{i. in his gfnplpy entirely to piu .satisfac- 
tion. 

25. The relict of Lieut. Bradford who was shot in the field 

at Fprt St. p.ayid hayi.ng been left in very negggsitpgs cirpmns- 
tanc.es ,aqd petitioned ps for an a^lpwance wg hfi? 

tp rpppmmenji her as a?} objppt pf pharity, for wHgh end 
epplpsed we .send her pptitteP* 

26. On the 26th ultimo Capt. John Pinson Master Attendant 
departed this }ife of .a digsenta:^ an^ ^r, Cruttendpp was 
apppipted Suppr Intendant of the Marine by the jnajprity pf 
thp Board til} Your Hpppurs’ pjeasprp is loiqwn, and' for our 
seypralppinipps hereof w? fegS kayf* to stand .refeiTpd to a copy 
Qf opr Csmltatign pf thp 2^th r).ec,emb.er which is endosed fojr 
Your Honours’ notice. 
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2. We shall now proceed to give Your Honours a full account 
of your affairs under our management since the dispatch of the 
Colchester and reply to those parts of your commands which 
we have hitherto omitted, ranging the same under the usual 
established heads and 

First, concerning shipping. 

3. Upon the recommendation of our Master Attendant we 
entertained Henry Walter in the room of Alexander Scott as 
pylot in the river service on the 25th September. 

4. On landing the treasure imported here by Your Honours’ 
ships it was duly surveyed and the respective captains have 
made good their deficiencies except Capt, Hindman, who refused 
to pay 13 Bombay Rupees received short by his ship, on which 
account his bill of lading was not delivered him but comes en- 
closed in this packet to be adjusted with the owners of the 
Wager by Your Honours. 

5. Capt. Hutchinson on the 9th Octr. sent in a letter to advise 
of the Godolphin’s demorage commencing the 22nd of that 
month. He likewise requested for a survey on her bottom the 
16th October, which we ordered the Master. Attendant with 
Your Honours’ Carpenter to perform; his request and. their re- 
port are duly entered after Consultation. 

6. Captain Stevens of the Oxford requested on the 13th 
November a survey within board, a report of which the Master 
Attendant and Your Honours’ Carpenter delivered in the 27th 
following. 

7. We have advanced Capt. Hutchinson the following' sums 
of money on charter party terms in consequence of his requests 
viz., 

On the 20th Novr. five thousand A. Rupees (ARs. 5,000). 
On the 24th January ten thousand Current Rs. (CRs. 10.000), 
for each of which sums he has signed two obligations of the 
same tenour and date. 

8. On the 27th November we ordered the Master Attendant 
to survey the river and lay the buoys as usual, a report of which 
he delivered in the 28th December as entered after that day’s 
Consultation. 

9. By a letter from the gentlemen at Fort St. George we had 
the pleasure to hear of the. safe arrival there of Your Honours* 
ship the Colchester. 
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•Fort Malbro’ agreable to their request for that' purpose. 

I- 3. Enclosed we send Your Honoiurs copy of a protest deli- 
vered Captain Cooke on his refusing to take the cdwries we 
'intended putting on board the Admiral Vernon, in compliance 
•to your orders for lading ten tons on each ship; his reasons 
for refusing them are entered after Consultation of the 11th 
instant to which we beg leave to refer Your Honours. 

4. On the 11th of this month Captain Paul Philip Polier 
attended the Board and represented to us that his men were 
' daily de'serting from the place, having lost within this eight or 
' ten days sixteen of his soldiers, some of which were of his own 
town, and men in whom he thought he could have placed the 
greatest confidence, that the French by indirect methods entice 
them away and send them to Pondicherry, that the open 
situation of the place makes it impossible for him to prevent 
their going off and he is apprehensive the rest may follow their 
example if not timely prevented, therefore (that Your Honours* 
intention of sending these soldiers out may not be entirely 
frustrated and the expence you have been at on that account 
rendered fruitless) he proposed to reconduct his officers and 
private men back to the Coast where the inconvenience he 
now complained of might be better guarded against and they 
be enabled to render Your Honours more service. Having taken 
Captain Polier’s proposal into consideration, and esteeming it 
for Your Honours’ interest to return them to Fort St. George in 
order to prevent the prejudice thjat may arise to your affairs 
on that Coast from their being sent to Pondicherry on deserting 
from us, we agreed tcf permit Capt. Polier to reconduct them 
to the Coast and ordered them to be shipped on board the 
Godolphin, Capt. Hutchinson, whom we shall consign to the 
gentlemen there in a few days with a cargo of ^ain on Your 
Honours’ acccftint. 

5. This day Mr. John "Wood delivered in a petition to us to 
request we would sign a pass for a vessel belonging to him, 
as he apprehended by his indentures as a free merchant he had 
a just right and title to a pass. Your Honours having permitted 
him in them to trade to any port or ports within the limits of 
the Hon’ble Company’s charter, which priviledge he thiTiks wiU 
avail nothing if the right of fitting and sending a ship out were 
denied him, upon which the question was. put whether a free 
merchant by the tenour of his indentures had a right to a pass. 
Our several opinions Your Honours will find .-entered at large 
< in 'this day’s Consultation, when the majority of the Board were 
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16. In the 34th paragraph of Your Honours’ commands dated 
the 8th January you have mentioned one case of Dutch velvets 
sent out on the Chesterfield and desire we will inform you if 
they are liked better than the English,, in reply to which we 
must acquaint Your Honours the English velvets in general this 
year have turned out bad and rotten and the Dutch are much 
stronger and better, the difference of the price bearing no pro- 
portion to the fabrick of the velvet. 

17. Your Honours likewise desire to know which of the 
brocades are esteemed cheapest and are best liked— those import- 
ed by the Admiral Vernon or by the Chesterfield — ^which we 
must defer replying to at present as none of either sort have 
yet been sold. 

18. The plate copper sent us by the Colchester was put up to 
sale and upon tryal found not to answer so well in proportion 
as the other copper. We have therefore omitted it in our indent, 

19. Your Honours’ orders relating to the sale of your goods 
have been hitherto and shall in future be strictly complied with 
by us. 

Thirdly, concerning investment of goods for Europe. 

20. Upon landing the treasure from the Hector. Wager, 
Bombay Castle and Chesterfield we resolved to dispose of it in 
the following manner: to send to Cossimbuzar 55 chests, to send 
to Dacca 80 chests, to send to Jugdea 10 chests, to pay Omichund 
28 chests and advance the merchants the amount of their 85 per 
cent. We accordingly ordered the Buxey to provide sloops and 
boats to convey what we designed for the subordinates, which 
being prepared we dispatched 145 chests to them at several 
times agreable to our resolutions thereon. 

21. The Export Warehoixsekeeper on the 16th November laid 
before the Board an abstract of the Dacca invoice of goods 
which were lost in coming down from thence at Barrotoola under 
the care of Serjeant Demy David, upon which we sent for that 
Serjeant and asked him how the boat whereon those goods were 
laden was lost, who replyed it was occasioned by the meeting 
of two tides in the mouth of Rangafulla creek which run so 
extremely impetuous that it was impossible for him or any 
other boats in the fleet to give any assistance to the two soldiers 
who were both of them drowned. 
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On do. tb HonTilb Roger Drake Esq. 
and Charles Manninghatn Esq< 
Current Rs. two thousand six hund- 
red and sixty nine, eleven annaes 
and three pice (2669-11-3) payable 
to John Jones Esq. or order at 
2s-3d. is 

On do. to Mr. Richard Court Current 
Rs. four hundred and sixteen, five 
annaes and nine pice, payable to 
Wm. Verelst and Wm. Fraser or 
order at 2s-3d. is 

On 9th January of Mr. Thomas Ayre 
Current Rupees four thousand four 
hundred and forty four, seven annaes 
and three pice (4444-7-3) payable to 
Mr. Thomas Ayre or order at 2s-3d. 
is 

On do. of Richd. Becher Esq. Current 
Rupees two thousand two hundred 
and twenty two, three annaes and 
six pice (2222-3-6) payable to Robert 
Netllelon Esqr. or order at 2s-3d. 
is 

On 11th January of Mr. Holland Goddard 
in full returns for 2 chests of coral 
marked B No. 11 and 13 imported pet 
Admiral Vernon, Current Rupees 
four thousand nine hundred and 
sixty eight, nine annaes and three 
pice (4968-9-3) payable to Mr. Joseph 
Salvidore or order at 2s-3d. is 

On do. of do. in full returns for 1 chest 
of coral marked B No. 9 per 
Godolphin Current Rupees six 
thousand one hundred and thirty 
eight, Sitmaes and six pice 

(6138-2-6) payable to Mr. Joseph 
Salvidore or order at 2s-3d. is 

On do. of do. in full returns for 1. chest 
of coral marked ISS No. 6 per 
Godolphin Current Rupees six thdU- 


£St. 300-6-9. 


£St. 46-16-9. 


£St. 500-0-0. 


£St. 250-0-0. 


£St. 558-19-3. 


£St. 690-10-10. 
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we are oi opinion he has suffered greatly by it and being con- 
vinced he really did employ the money advanced him on this 
chants had provided upon the former list. 

\ 

26. We have comply ed as nearly as possible to Your Hono- 
urs’ orders relative to our investment but could not avoid tak- 
ing two thousand peices of Ballasore sannoes which ye mer- 
chants had provided upon the former list. 

27. We are apprehensive Your Honours’ injunctions against 
advancing dadney to our merchants cannot be fully put in exe- 
cution as it will be impossible we fear to provide an investment 
without making them some advance, though we shall use our 
utmost efforts to lessen that advance as much as possible without 
prejudicing our provision of goods for the ensuing season. 

28. On the 27th October we received a le iter from the gentle- 
men at Cossimbuzar requesting a large supply of money, as 
their merchants are very pressing to have their last year’s bal- 
lance paid off and the Seats have sent them several messages to 
have their ballance naid off there and at Dacca and promise, 
when their accounts are once cleared, to lend them what money 
they may have occasion for. 

29. The » 9th November we received a letter from the gentle- 
men at Cossimouzar accompanying 223 bales of the November- 
bund silk and 62 bales of the gurrahs on Your Honours’ account 
and on the 21st we received one from them desiring our permis- 
sion to take 40 maCinds of the Novemberbund silk which they 
have in their factorv more than they contracted for. which they 
had our permission for, the same day. 

30. The gentlemen at Cossimbuzar under date the 14th ins- 
tant acquainted us that their merchants’ reasons for being so late 
in bringing in their peice goods were owing to the long and 
heavy rains, also the scarcity and dearness of provisions, but 
now the rains are over they promise to exert themselves in 
complying with their contracts though they shall suffer very 
considerably thereby from the rise of raw silk. 

31. A letter from the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar dated the 
17th December we received on the 28th of that month accom- 
panying 268 bales and chests on Your Honours’ account and on 

. the 8th January they advised us that they had taken the surplus 
Novemberbund silk agreable to our permission. 

32. They likewise informed us under date the 21st January 
that they had an offer made .them of five thousand peices of 
ready money gurrahs, -and as they were apprehencive .their 
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cd and forty (CRs. 6540-0-0.) pay- 
able to Wm. Barwell Esq. or order 
@2s-3d is £St. 735-0-0. 

On do. of Edward Eyre Esqr. Current 
Rupees four hundred and forty four; 
seven annaes (444-7-0.) payable to 
Richard Eyre Esq. or order at 
2s-3d is £St. 50-0-0. 

On do. of Messrs. Manningham and 
Frankland Current Rupees three 
thousand, payable to Mr. John 
Clerimbault or order at 2s-3d is £St. 337-10-0. 

On do. of Chs. Manningham and J. Z. 

Holwell Esqrs. and Capt. Wm. 

Hutchinson account Mr. James Barton 
Current Rs. nine thousand nine 
hundred and ninety six, twelve 
annaes and three pice payable to Mr. 

James Barton or order at 2s-3d is £St 

On do. of Messrs. Manningham and 
Frankland per order of Henry 
Powney Esq. Current Rupees three 
hundred and ninety, seven annaes 
and three pice payable to Henry 
Powney Esqr. or order at 2s-3d is 

On 21st December of Edwd. Holden 
Cruttenden Esq. Current Rupees 
seven hundred and eleven, one annae 
and nine pice (711-1-9) payable to 
Mr. David Findlay or order at 2s-3d 
is 

On 15th January of Mrs. Lucia Fytche 
account Wm. Fjrtche Esqr. deceased 
Current Rupees nine hundred and 
seventy seven, twelve annaes and 
three pice (977-12-3) payable to 
Cornelius Goodwin Esq. or order 
at 2s-3d is . £St. 109-19-11. 

8. The whole amount of bills of exchange . at two shillings 
and three pence each rupee is Current Rupees one hundred 


£JSt 


£St. 80-0-0. 



LETTER TO COURT ' 


646 

36. The 17th December we received a letter from them en- 
closing invoice of 76 bales and 1 bundle of cloth forwarded on 
Your Honours’ account the 11th of that month. The 11th Janu- 
ary we received another letter enclosing invoice of 61 bales and 
1 bundle dispatched to us the 7th of that month and the 1st 
February another letter enclosing invoice of 66 bales and 1 
bundle of cloth forwarded the 27th ultimo from thence. All of 
those goods except the last parcel have safely arrived here, of 
which we advised the gentlemen at Dacca on the 1st instant. 

37. The 23rd of October we received a letter from the gentle- 

men at Jugdea enclosing invoice of cloth dispatched to us the 
2nd of that month. , 

38. Upon inspecting the goods received from Jugdea we 
found their investment very bad in general but particularly the 
baftaes which are greatly inferiour in quality even to those re- 
ceived from thence last year and finding a great difference in 
the sorting of them we resolved to send them some peices for 

• their observation as likewise 925 peices which were damaged, 
and much torn and on the 30th October we transmitted them 
our remarks on their goods and enjoined them in future to a 
strict observance in the sorting of their cloth. 

39. The gentlemen at Jugdea under date the 28th October 
enclosed us invoice of five tucktaes of cloth sent us on Your 
Honours’ account and accounted for the defect of their invest- 
ment as follows: that the 15th June they informed us, from the 
very extraordinary rise of cotton there, that the value of their 
baftaes was encreased above 20 per cent beyound their usual 
price, since which cotton has had no fall and rice which was 
then at near 2 maunds for a rupee has rose to 25 seer, so that the 
manufacture of a peice of Jugdea cloth from 2 annas has rose 
to 5 annas, that those inconveniences occasion a rise on their 
baftaes in the whole of above 30 per cent and as they have their 
cloth still at its old stated price so the defect in quality would 
appear they hoped as little as might be expected. 

40. In another letter of the 16th Novr. the gentlemen at 
Jugdea replyed to our remarks on their investment, not doubting 
but what they wrote us last on that point would be very sati^ 
factory, as a rise so very material as 30 per cent in the cloth 
when at the same time they have suffered none in your price 
must occasion therein an apparent defect to us. though per- 
haps not so much as might in reason be expected, for in count- 
ing the threads they have seldom found .a deficiency of above 
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2i Sin<ie which tiihe we received krl fekpfesg fiS5ih the 
President arid ’Gouridil of Fort St. dated the 15lh 

November acquaifttihg Us df & seVefe fetofftl that happened 
oh that coast the Slst October. There Weie theft laying in 
Mhdrass ROad Your Honours’ shijrs the ColchfeSterj Delawar Slid 
Brilliant sfao^. The former had 1500 Bs. [bales?! bn boafd, 
and the two latter were the next day to have proceeded to 
Fort Malbro’ but were all drove from their anchors and only 
the Colchester had been since heard of, who put into Fort St. 
David quite dis-masted^ her upper works very much damaged 
and her cargoe in the same condition.- They requested there- 
fore we would send them up one ship more than they had 
already wrote for, as they were apprehensive it would not be 
possible to get the Colchester ill readiness to proceed to 
Europe even ift January. 

3. Upon the receipt of this letter we came to a resolution 
of dispatching the Bombay Castle to the Coast with what she 
already had on boatd (about 3^0 tons) instead of putting two 
thirds of her tonnage in, as we at first intended. £)f this we 
immediately adViSed tke President and CbUnCil of Port St. 
George and acquaiftted theift that the Chesterfield would soon 
follow her, which With th’e Colchester we apprehended would 
be tdnage sufficient for their invCStiUerit, but that the (jrodolphin 
would be conSigfted tO thfeift shortly with a fc’argo of 
grain on Youf HbiiOUtg’ 'ac'cbUht ahd though We could not 
gU^piy h'ef with Shy shlt|)etre (hone reiftaining in our godowns 
nor to be procftrie'd), yet the Surplus quantity we Sfeht them 
on the Colchester would enable thehi We hoped to comply 
with her charterparty if they foUhd it necesskty to dispatch 
her to Europe this Seasohj 

4. Having ladCn all tlte saltpetre, we had left, on the 
Durrington and her freight Beihg kfi oft the Way down to her 
we ordered Mr. Thomas Beliaffiy Oft the 22ftd iftstant to pro- 
ceed to Ingellee, get her bills of lading signed-, and deliver 
Captain Drake his dispatches. 

5. Capt. BrOWn sent -in a letter to the Board the 22nd re- 
qiSesting the damage of his woollen goods might be dispensed 
with by us or referred home to Your Honours on account of 
the bad weather he iftet with off the ekstfern 'saft'ds, at which 
time he and his officers protested ift fOffti, copy 'of which pro- 
test he enclosed us, bUt as we did hot e'steeifi this protest of 
any validity (delivered us after his goods had been surveyed 
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46. The President and Council of Bombay in a letter dated 
the 26th September acquainted us there was a ship belonging 
to the King of Persia setting out for Bengali and requested us 
not to purchase her or suffer any under our protection to pur- 
chase her as it might be of fatal consequences to Your Honours’ 
affairs in Persia as the Persians would not fail to demand great- 
ly more for her than she is worth, in case she is purchased by 
any under the English protection, besides engaging them in end- 
less and costly disputes. As this vessell has not imported here 
and being informed she was upon the Cormandell coast we 
transmitted a copy of the Bombay letter to the gentlemen at 
Port St. George and desired them to give proper weight to the 
contents. 

47. In our addresi per Wager we mentioned to Your Honours 
what had passed between us and the gentlemen at Dacca and 
Jugdea about the removal of the latter to Mutlubgunge and 
that we had directed them to act jointly in that affair and pitch 
upon some place that would not interfere with Dacca. We have 
since that time received several letters from them on that sub- 
ject and on the 8th ultimo they wrote us that they had fixed 
upon a place called Luckipore to remove to, whose commodious 
situation near the river and other advantages would answer 
their purpose and therefore desired we would endeavour to pro- 
cure a perwannah from Muxadavad to permit their removal, 
as Aga Baka, the Nabob of Chitigong, had refused them one 
and would probably oppose it all in his power, upon which we 
wrote to the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar to procure such a per- 
wannah if it would not be attended with too great an expence • 
and advised the gentlemen at Dacca and Jugdea that we had 
done so. 

48. We have signified to the Mayor’s Court Your Honours’ 

• orders relative to them and have directed that no attorneys of 

that court presume to undertake any suit against a subject of 
the Mogul's not residing under our protection and that, if they 
do in future affile any bill contrary to those orders, we have 
given them publick notice we shall send them home, which pro- 
ceeding of ours we hope will meet Your Honours’ approbation, 
as it is calculated to prevent your being embroiled in any dis- 
putes with the country Government. 

Fifthly, concerning huildings, fortifications and revenues. 

49. Your Honours will observe by our Consultations that the 
judicial proceedings of the Zemindary conformqble to Your 
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Natal Levi Sonsino or order at 2s-3d 
is 

On 21st January of Capt. Paul Polier 
Current Rs. 355-9-0 payable to Mr. 
James Twesier. or order at 2s-3d 
is 

On 23rd do. of Hon’ble Roger Drake Esqr. 
Junr. account a chest of coral marked 
R. B. No. 3 imported per Godolphin 
Current Rs. 14768-2-6 payable to 
Richard Barwell Esqr. or order 

On do. of Mr. Peter Amyatt Current 
Rupees 385-11-6 payable to Wm. 
Barwell Esqr. or order at 2s-3d is 

On 21st January of the Hon’ble Roger 
Drake Esqr. account the estate of 
Mr. Martin Bennet .deceased Current 
Rs. 538-13-0 payable to Mr. Sami. 
Bennet, surgeon in Alford Lincoln- 
shire or order 

On do. of Richard Becher Esq. Current 
Rs. 711-1-9 payable to Mr. David 
Findlay or order at 2s-3d is 

On do. of Messrs. Wm. Sumner and John 
Knox Junr. Current Rupees 213-9-0 
payable to Mr. David Findlay or 
order at 2s-3d is 

On do. of Mr. Henry Kelsall Current 
Rupees 1141-9-0 payable to Mr. David 
Findlay or order at 2s-3d is 

On 25th January of Messrs. Manningham 
and Frankland account Charles 
Floyer Esqr. Current Rs. 3596-12-3 
payable to Charles Floyer Esqr. or 
order at 2s-3d is 

On do. of do. do. account Mrs, Ann 
Burrow Current Rs. 2588-12-3 pay- 
able to Thomas Burrow Esq. or order 
at 2s-3d is 


£St. 50-5-6. 

£St. 40-0-0. 

£St. 1661-8-4. 

£St. 43-7-10. 

£St. 60-12-4. 

£S.t. 80-0-0. 

£St. 24-0-0. 

£St. 128-8-0. 

£St. 404-12-9. 

£St. 291-4-9. 
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gone through our examination of the charges laid against 
Govindram Metre by Mr. Holwell we shall in as few words as 
possible give Your Honours the result of our enquiries and 
refer you to our seperate Consultations transmitted by this 
ship for our particular proceedings on each article of the char- 
ges exhibited against Govindram Metre, in which we have acted 
with the impartiality required of us by common equity, and 
flatter ourselves the pains we have taken to set this matter in 
the clearest and fairest light will merit Your Honours’ approba- 
tion. 

54. The several orders relating to the management of the 
Zemindary have been duly put in execution, and the farms 
agreable to Your Honours’ directions were sold at public 
outcry, the account sales of which have already been sent in 
the Wager’s packet, and duplicates thereof are enclosed in this. 

55. We must assure Your Honours we shall omit no oppor- 
tunity of putting the rents and revenues of this place upon a 
better footing by any equitable means and Mr. Holwell has our 
directions to inform the Board when any article may be improv- 
ed or any tax remitted for the releif of the poor. 

56. The nature of the dussatary or 10 per cent on the annual 
value of your farms Mr. Holwell has fully explained in his state 
of the revenues, to which we beg leave to refer ourselves. 

57. We shall now give Your Honours a short extract of our 
proceedings in our scrutiny of Metre’s conduct in the manage- 
ment of your revenues. 

58. Finding the charges laid by Mr. Holwell against Metre 
to be of an intricate nature we appointed a committee to make 
enquiry and examine into the evidences and proofs to be pro- 
duced by him for the support of his charge and ordered them to 
lay their proceedings when finished before the Board. 

59. On the 11th October we began our enquiry ii^to Metre’s 
conduct and on taking into consideration the sales of the farms 
for the years 1749, 1750, and 1751 Mr. Holwell desired the pre- 
vious question might be asked whether Metre from the nature 
of his office was in trust for the Company or not? For our 
respective opinions we desire to stand referred to that day’s 
Consultation when the majority were of . opinion he was not in 
trust for the Company, upon which Mr. Cruttenden desired the 
question might be put whether Metre had a right to purchase 
these farms? The opinion of the majority being that he had a 
right to purchase equal with any other person, the President 
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11. By the sam? ship we drew on You? ifenoups .a bill, ot 
exchange payable to Mr. Robert Orme for ^St. 145945-3' fo? 
\yhiqh we received CRs. 12989-9-0 instead pf CRg. 129774l-0i 
the overplus we have repaid M?, Qrme’s attorneys here. 

12. The Accomptant having acquainted us there is an error 
in the remarks transmitted by Your Honours in regard to the 
sums you have not been credited for in our books, we have 
ordered him to put it down in writing and enclose it in this 
packet to be rectified. 

13. We have laden on this ship sundry goods and paerphan- 
dize as per abstract of her invoice enclosed amounting tp CRs, 
494000-0-0 we have consigned to the President apd Council of 
Fort St. George. 

14. We wish her a safe and speedy passage tP Your Hpiiours 
and are with the greatest respect. 

May it please Your Honours 
Your faithful and most obedient humble servants, 

Roger Drake Junr./E. H. Cruttenden/C, Manning- 
ham/Richd. Becher/W. Frankland/W. Mackett/ 
Edward Eyre/Jno. Zeph. Holwell. 

Fort William, 

January 29th, 1753. 

(Ref: L. to C., Copies of records obtained from India Office,. 
Vol. 17, pp. 168-174.) 

32 

LETTER DATED 11 FEBRUARY 1753 

Improved method of ‘assorting’ goods-^ifficnlties in carrying 
out the instructions of the Court regarding stoppage of dadneyTT-. 
steps taken to check the abuses of daBtakr^Maj/or’s Court <fiot 
to try natives not living under the Company’? protegtionrr- 
address of the free merchants to the Board, 

O the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the 

Hon'ble the United Company of Merchants pf England 
trading to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours 

1. Under date the 29th ultimo we addressed Your Honours by 
the Bombay Castle as per duplicate enclosed. That ship was 
dispatched from Ingelie by Mr. Luke Serafton the 7th instant 
when she drew [ ] upon an even keel. . 
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Marine, the accounts were adjusted and are entered after that 
day’s Consultation, the diiference being wrote off to profit and 
loss. 

68. On the 1st instant he laid before us the profit and loss 
article as they arise on the different heads of Your Honours’ 
books for 1752, which being duly examined the debit side thereof 
is entered after jJbat Consultation. 

69. We have acquainted our Secretary and Accomptant with 
Your Honours’ remarks on the loose hand the business of their 
offices is wrote in and directed them to be in future more care- 
full in that particular which they have promised to comply 
with. 

70. We are now to advise Your Honours of the bills of ex- 
change we have granted at the exchange of 2/3 each rupee, the 
amount of each being accounted for before the bills were drawn 
out. 


On the 5th February of Adam Dawson 
Esqr, Current Rupees one thousand 
five hundred twenty one, eleven annas 
and nine pice (CRs. 1521-11-9) payable 
to John Hope Esqr. or order @ 2/3 
per rupee is. 

On the 8th February of Captain George 
Minchin Current Rs. one thousand two 
hundred fifty nine and two annas 
(CRs. 1259-2-0) payable to the legal 
representatives of Major James Mos- 
man or order @ 2/3 per rupee is 

On the 5th do of Messrs Mackett and Am- 
yatt Current Rupees fifteen thousand 
four hundred sixty four, seven annas 
and three pice (CRs. 15464-7-3) pay- 
able to David Findlay Esqr. or order 
@2/3 per rupee is £St. 1739-15-". 

On the 6th do. of Doctor George Gray 
Current Rupees one thousand seven 
hundred and twenty (CRs. 1720-0-0) 
payable to Messrs. Gosling and Bennet 
or order @ 2/3 per rupee is £St, 193-10-'^ 


£St. 171-3-11. 


£St. 141-13-0. 
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10. Captain Stevens in a letter of the J4lh December Irumuff, 
acquainted tis of a mutiny on board hi:; ship at CuJpee and that 
the offenders had made their escape, v/e ordered the C'^rnman- 
dan: to send the rounds :n search of them a.od fo/b/d oyr coua- 
tr>' commanders from entertai.oin:^ ar.v of the.m. 



654 


LETTER TO COURT 


(CRs. 2007-0-0) payable to Sir Dudley 
Rider, Solicitor General, or order @ 

2/3 per rupee is £St. 225-15-S. 

On the 10th do. of the Hon’ble Roger 
Drake and Charles Manningham Esqrs. 

Current Rupees two thousand five hun- 
dred ninety four and four annas (CRs. 

2594-4-0) (being the produce of 1 chest 
of amber beads marked M. F. No. 11 
imported per Colchester) payable to 
Moses Franco and Company or order 
@ 2/3 per rupee is £St. 291-17-1. 

On the do. do. of Thomas Raitt Current . 

Rupees nine hundred seventy two 
(CRs. 972-0-0) payable to Thomas 
Raitt or order @2/3 per rupee is £St. 109-7-' 

On the do. do. of Mr. Thomas Coales 
Current Rupees two hundred sixty 
six and eleven annas (CRs. 266-11-0) 
payable to Theopolis Weight or order 
@ 2/3 per rupee is £St. 30-"-". 

71. The whole amount of bills of exchange granted at 2/3 
each rupee is Cui'rent Rupees thirty-five thousand seven hund- 
red fifty five, thirteen annas and three pice or £St. four thou- 
sand twenty two. four shillings and seven pence. 

72. We have laden on this ship sundry goods and merchan- 
dize on Your Honours’ account as per abstract of her invoice 
enclosed amoimting to Current Rupees 443.500 which we have 
consigned to the gentlemen at Fort St. George. 

Supplement 

73. The President and Council of Fort St. George having wrote 
pressingly for a supply of gun powder and there oeing none in 
our magazine we resolved to send the Adjutant up to Hughley 
to purchase some there if he could. Upon his returning from 
thence he brought a muster, which being tryed and approved 
by the Commandant, we sent him up again with 4,000 rupees to 
purchase what quantity he could. 

74. 'By the Durrington we wrote to the gentlemen at Bombay 
that we had no gun powder left in garrison, that the President 
and Council of Fort St. George had importuned us to supply 
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22. Your Honours having frequently complained of the un- 
even assortment of your cloth and recommended it to us to fall 
into a better method in that particular, the Export Warehouse- 
keeper and Sub Export Warehousekeeper delivered in a letter 
the 17th December relating to assorting the cloth in such a 
manner as might obviate those complaints in future, and a parcel 
re-sorled after this manner proposed by them laying ready for 
inspection, we examined the same, and it appearing to us that a 
gi'eater equality might be preserved .in the bales by this method, 
we approved of it and ordered that in future the different sort- 
ments of cloth be packed up in the manner set forth in their 
letter which is entered after that day’s Consultation, and herein 
we hope to have Your Honours’ approbation. 

23. There being no saltpetre left in our warehouse and Cap- 
tain Stevens having requested 600 bags at half freight for the 
stiffening-his ship, the gentlemen of Fort St. George having like- 
wise importuned us for a supply with gun powder, we agreed on 
the 22nd ultimo to purchase 1500 bags that were offered us, not- 
withstanding it was dear, the present necessity being very pres- 
ume. 

24. The Export Warehousekeeper informed us on the 5th 
instant of the delay of the merchants in bringing in their goods. 
Y7e called them before us and asked them the reason of their 
being so late before they brought in the amount of their con- 
tracts. to which they replied that their goods had left the 
aurungs a great while and would have arrived here in proper 
time, had it not been for the exorbitant exactions of the chokeys, 
which occasioned their delay, that what used to be ten days 
coming down were now twenty days before they arrived on this 
account, but that they were in hopes their goods would arrive 
in time to be laden on the Oxford. 

25. The same day we took into consideration the setting of 
Omichund’s saltpetre account and agreed it should be made up 
in the following maimer. To give him credit- for interest on the 
deficiency of the eighty six thousand maunds from the 15th 
December, instead of the 24th July the date of his contract, and 
as Omichund asserts to have lost greatly in weight and declares 
that the petre was impeded by different chokeys, for the clear- 
ance of which he had paid considerably, and that he likewise 
sustained a severe loss of 4000 maunds by boa[tsJ being oversett 
in a hard gale of wind near Calcutta, we esteemed it but rea- 
sonable to remit the penalty on the deficiency of his contract as 
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Unpublished Records 1748-67, pp. 46-47. Paragraph 52 published 
in Wilson’s Old Fort WillicTn, Vol. I, pp. 251-52.) 

Enclosure 

Fort William, the Isl Fcbi'uary, 1753. 

Mr. Knox’s letter about the arrack farm to the Hon’ble Roger 
Drake Esqr. Pi'esident and -Governor and Council of Fort William. 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs 

I some few days passt did myself the honour to address you 
by petition setting forth the unfortunate circumstances I am re- 
duced to, the cause whereof I slightly touched on therein, and 
imagined that sufficient, as apprehending Your Honour etc. could 
not any of you be sh'angers to the decay of trade that must (in 
my way of business) naturally ensue a famine and dearth, in as 
much as the persons who are the chief if not only promoters of 
my trade are those on whom such famine and dearth falls the 
heaviest (I mean the poor labouring people), for which reasons 
I did not think it necessary to trouble you with a detail of rea- 
sons or causes of my being reduced to my pre,sent unhappy cir- 
cumstances. but as I have learnt since, that it is expected I should 
be more explicit and point out in a clearer manner the causes of 
the great decay of my distillery trade. I humbly beg leave to add 
here by way of supplement to my said petition, that rice is one 
of the principal ingredients used in malcing pariah arrack, upon 
the sale or vent of which the profits of my business chiefly arises, 
which articles till of late used to be purchased at two maunds 
for the rupee or thereabouts, whereas of late it is notorious, rice 
hath been at half a maund, and three fourths of a maund at most 
for the rupee. Another material ingredient in the composition 
of pariah arrack is jaggaree which is also risen in its price from 
ten annaes, fourteen annaes and 1 rupee per maund which it used 
to be formerly sold for, to one rupee twelve annaes, one rupee 
fourteen annaes and two rupees per maund. Again it must be 
observed, in working my stills a large quantity of fire wood is 
expended, which article also is risen in it's price from ten or 
twelve rupees the hundred maund which it formerly used to sell 
for to twenty and twenty two rupees the hundred maund. From 
all which it is apparent the arrack must stand me in double, if 
not more than double the sum it did the former renters or far- 
mers of the arrack license, and yet I am obliged to make it 
equally good and sell it at the same price now as formerly or no 
one will buy it. Again I must further observe that on account 
of the great scarcity and dearness of rice, the persons who were 
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mei'chanls would fall short of their contracts in that article, 
they requested our order if they should take them or not, which 
we directed them to do on the 24th of that month and send 
them down as soon as possible. 

33. Mr. Clerembault, Chief and Council at Dacca in a letter 
dated the 14th September replyed to Your Honours’ remarks on 
their investment of 1751 as per letter No. 77 entered in the letter 
book, to which we beg leave to be referred, as the particulars 
are too long to insert in this address. They acquainted us there- 
in that on account of the emulation of the French lately settled 
there and the cotton continuing at an extravagant high price 
they have been obliged to be less severe in prizing the fine 
cloth of all sorts and have been necessitated to take more of the 
lower letters than they otherwise should have done to prevent 
Your Honours being disappointed in the quantity by you ordered, 
that in relation to the alliballies the deficiency of the fine and 
overplus of the superfine was occasioned by the delolls and picars 
being deficient in the former and in lieu bringing in an overplus 
of the latter which, had they not accepted of, must have left 
them considerablv more indebted to the Company than they 
thought prudent. 

34. On the 30th October we received a letter from the gentle- 
men at Dacca enclosing invoice of 112 bales and 1 bundle of cloth 
which arrived safe on the 16th November except one boat which 
we have already informed Your Honours was lost off Barratolla. 

35. Having inspected the Dacca goods upon their arrival and 

found them very indifferent in the sortments and prized very 
high, we wrote to the gentlemen there transmitting them our 
remarks on their cloth for their observation and directed them 
to reply thereto which they did in a letter dated the 4th Decem- 
ber article by article, having first premised that they could not 
any way conceive the musters of 1738 to be a fit standard for 
judging of the cloth sent us this year, as the caposs or country 
cotton has not been for these two years past at their aurungs un- 
der nine or ten rupees and the price of rice at the same time very 
dear, whereas in 1738 the caposs did not exceed two rupees or 
two rupees and eight annas and thp rice very cheap, to which 
they repeated their former reasons of a French factory emulat- 
ing Your Honours’ trade and obliging them to be less severe in 
prizing their cloth. This reply of theirs is entered at large in 
the letter book to which we beg leave to refer Your Honours for 
the particulars. . , 
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Ht>n’ble the United Company of Merchants of England trading 
to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours 

■ 1. By the Chesterfield we forwarded our letter under the 
established heads dated the 11th February, duplicate whereof 
is enclosed in this packet. That ship was dispatched from 
Ingellie the 18th instant by Mr. Peter Amyatt when she drew 
17 foot water upon an even keel. 

2. That gentleman in his report acquainted us that he met 
with a severe gale of wind on his return from the ship, which 
drove Your Honours’ Cossimbuzar budgerow from her anchors 
on a lee shore, where he was obliged to leave her on account 
of the bad weather and that he had been informed the Lyon 
budgerow (who could not reach the ship) was laying ashore on 
Kedgerie Point, upon which we ordered the Super Intendant 
of Your Honours* marine to send down immediate assistance 
and endeavour to recover them if possible. 

3. The several papers relating to this ship and Captain 
Stevens his requests are enclosed in the packet. 

4. On the 19th February, the Warehousekeeper acquainted 
us that some goods purchased at outcry 18 months ago were 
not yet cleared out. We directed him to resell them on the 15th 
instant, the former purchasers making good the difference to 
Your Honours. 

5. We agreed at the same time to try some of Your Honours’" 
woollen goods that would not lately sell. 

6. The merchants having refused to contract for the seira 
miilmuUs, we agreed to take a few peices that were offered us 
at ready money on the 24th ultimo at’ 70 Arcot Rupees per 
corge. 

7. Our merchants having promised to provide some chucldaes 
(which they would not contract for) we have taken 205 peices- 
@ 9/4/- upon a medium, as they were made by order but prov- 
ing very bad we prized them accordingly. 

8. We have likewise taken 188 peices of flowered cuttanees 

and 312 plain, the former at 9 CRs. 3a. per peice and the latter 
at 10 CRs. la. per peice, which the merchants would not contract 
for but agreed to make the quantity ordered if possible, but as 
they did not prove equal to muster we have prized them accord-, 
ingly.l-v •• 1 • ■ . 
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100 to their ftnclory musters and this is far from being equal to 
the late extraordinary rise of their cloth. As to the defect in 
sorting they observed that in their coarse cloth wherein the 
smallst inequality is visible many sorts might be made there- 
of, though the standing custom of their factory has ever been 
but two and as to the torn cloth (which the dellols are by con- 
tract obliged to take back) they should endeavour to get it 
changed, though as their dclolls are by no means responsible, 
through their bad circumstances so the clTecting of that vculd 
possibly be dillicult. 

“I. The gentlemen at Jugdea by a letter dated the 3rd 
Dccemlver requested our permission to admit of an advance of 
10 or 15 per cent on the price of their baftacs as it will be im- 
possible to keep them up to former musters’ at the old price, to 
wluch. we repiyed on the 1st February that as we apprehended 
the case would be altered on their removal from Jugdea we 
could not admit of any such advance till we found an absolute 
ncccssitv for it. 

9 

•52. The several parcels of cloth forwarded from Jugdea this 
•season on Your Honours’ account have safely arrived here. 

Mr. William McGwire. Resident at Bulranigurrj', inform- 
ed us under date 27th January that on his arrival there he had 
sent out for the Olmorra musters and as soon as he could pro- 
cure them would forward them to us for inspection. 

Fourthly, of the trade of India and therein any transactions 
iviih the country Government. 

44. Your Honours will observe by our Consultation of the 
9th October we came to a resolution that every person taking 
out a pt!ss .sltould upon oath declare who the owners were and 
in wijat proportions. This regulation we were obliged to make 
to prevent in future the frequent abuses which have been made 
in this article, by whicli the natives have for some time past 
out\' 3 'cd Your Honours’ covenanted servants in the foreign 
trade, which is so material a branch that we thought it neces- 
sary to restrain them from engrosing it entirely by tlie above 
regulation. 

45. The President on the 23rd October laid before the Board 
a list of the present to the Nabob and Durbar officers which is 
entered after that day’s Consultation and the amount of what 
was not taken out of the import warehouse we paid out of the- 
cash being CRs. 15560-3-3. 



LETTER TO COURT 


<56o 

& tender made them of 280 peices of fine gurrahs of 37 and 2J and 
their merchants falling short in the other sortments of this 
article, they had taken , them as dadney goods and that their 
merchants still continuing to deliver in gurrahs for this year’s 
•contract, they desire our permission to go on prizing them till the 
■close of their books. 

12. The 6th February the gentlemen at Dacca sent us a letter 
•accompanying invoice of 46 bales and 1 bundle of cloth and on 
the 13th ultimo arrived their letter with 66 bales and 1 bundle 
'dispatched the 24 January. 

13. Under date the 17th ultimo the gentlemen at Dacca sent 
Tis invoice of 74 bales and 1 bundle of cloth dispatched to us 
that day and on the 26th we received another letter from them 
acquainting us that the small remainder of th[em] could not be 
then got ready on account of some rainy weather they had 
lately had, but they hoped to dispatch them in three days if the 
weather proved fair and as there is about 1500 peices mostly 
of fine cloth and among others near 100 peices of the super- 
fine mulmulls of 45 cobits, they think it for Your Honours’ in- 
terest they should go by the last ship, which they hoped might 
be if the ship was not dispatched before the customary time 
(that is) the 11 Ma[rchl N.S. 

14. On the 13th ultimo we received a letter from the gentle- 
men at Jugdea dated the 30th January, enclosing invoice of 
cloth dispatched to us the day before and advising us, as the 
price of rice is of late considerably fallen, so they had been able 
to make some small amendment in their cloth, that in regard to 
the measure of their doth, as many peices in washing will shrink 
beyond the stated allowance thereof, so a regularity in that point 
was not in their power to procure. The 26th February we receiv- 
ed another letter from them dated the 16th with an invoice of 
•cloth dispatched to us the day before, in which letter they re- 
commend the dressing of their cloth without congee to 'our 
approbation which saves about a cubit in length and 2 inches in 
breadth, and that having but 20,000 rupees in cash they request- 
ed a further supply with all expedition. 

15. Mr. Holwell on the 19th February moved the Board to 
take more eSectual possession of Your Honours* factory at 
Patna than had hitherto been done, by sending up a junior ser- 
vant with a corporal and two private men and that orders might 
Ije sent to keep it in such repairs only as was absolutely neces- 
sary, till Your Honours* directions thereon were known, which 



11 FEBRUARY 1753 


649. 

Honours' orders have been regularly laid before the Board. 

oU. Tlic Collector of Consulage having acquainted us the 18th 
January that, on lc\'ying the consulage upon Patna goods, there 
were complaints made, as they had come down by the king’s 
rowanna and paid the government’s duties which were very 
heavy, wc took that affair under consideration and esteeming 
it unreasonable that goods which had paid the king’s duty 
should be taxed equally with those which had not, by the pro- 
tection of our duslucks, wc agreed that in future no Patna 
goods coming down with a rowanna should pay consulage here. 

51. Mr. John Knox who lias purchased Your Honours’ arrack 
licence .sent in a letter to us on the 24th Januarj' to acquaint us 
of the bad circumstances he was reduced to b^' the excessive 
dearness of grain and jaggarec and the present small consump- 
tion of his arrack on account of Batavia arrack being so cheap, 
upon which wo sent for him and ordered him to make a state- 
ment on oath of the difference of materials and consumption now 
and in former years. This occasioned a second letter from him 
on the 1st instant wherein he has fully set forth the differences 
wc required and the reasons why there is not .so great a con- 
sumption of his arrack as formerly, in consequence whereof he 
requested wc would apply some remedy to prevent Your Hono- 
urs being any sufferers by his incapacity to pay the present rate. 
His letters ai'o entered after the Consultation of the respective 
day they were delivered in, and as we are all sensible what he 
allcdgcs in them is matter of fact we have agreed to buy that 
licence at publick sale the 15th for the remainder of Mr. Knox 
liis time and offer him the refusal of it at what it shall then 
produce, unless there arc no bidders to any tolerable amount, 
in which case we have agreed to reduce it to such a reasonable 
sum as ne may be capable of holding it and regularity paj' Your 
Honours for the licence. This we flatter om-selves will appear 
cquit.'ible to Your Honours, as we are well assured the present 
circumstances render it impracticable for Mr. Knox to pay the 
rate he at first purchased it at, without a certain injury to his 
own fortune. 

52. Mr. Robins being dead we have deferred putting Your 
Honours to any expence in building barracks for your soldiers 
as you directed, till Major General Lawrence’s arrival, with 
whom we will consult thereon and follow his opinion. 

53. We are now to reply fully to Your Honours’ commands 
regarding the Zemindary received by the Godolphin, and having 
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•dadney merchants , when they have no interest jallowed ihem, 
tliat bofpre. the year 1750. their accounts were always made up 
with interest if the penalty was taken and if we will state them 
in that manner as was cuatoniary formerly .they are ready to' 
.sign. Hereupon we promised them to lay thdr remonstrance, 
before Your Honours but told them at the same time we ex- 
pected they would sign their accounts for the present and when 
we had Your Honours’ directions hereon we should state their 
.accounts agreeable thereto. We must now beg leave to acquaint 
Your Honours that we think their objection very equitable, as 
they have no money advanced them and consequently^ are ob- 
liged to employ their own, and therefore to charge tnem with’ 
the penalty without allowing them interest we esteem a hard- 
ship, but shall not alter, the present method of stating their ac- 
counts without your approbation. 

21. A bill of exchange dated the 9th January 1753 was by 
mistake made payable to Mr. John Jones, insttad of Mr. George 
Jones, for £St. 300-6-9 or CRs. 2669-11-3, which error we beg 
Your Honours will rectify. 


22. We are now to advise Your Honours of the bills of ex- 
'Change we have granted at 2/3 each rupee the amount of each 
Jhaving been made good before the bills were drawn out. 

On the 19th February of Mr. William 
Wogan Junr. Current Rs. 30,000 pay- 
able to William Wogan Junr. or OTdcr 
@ 2/3 per rupee is £St. 3375-0-0. 


On the 22nd do. of William Wogan Junr. 
CRs. 3838-0-0 payable to William 
Wogan Junr. or order @ 2/3 per 
rupee is 

On do. do. of William Sutherland 
Current Rs. 222-3-6 payable to 
Benjamin Sutherland or order @ 2/3 
per rupee is 

On the 26th do. of Capt. Commandant 
George Minchin CRs. 1,004-8-3 pay- 
able to Messrs. Arthur Colley and 
John Barton or order 2/3 per 
rupee is 

On do. do. of Adam Dawson, Esqr. 
account Capt! James Barton CRs. 


£St. 437-8-0. 


£st.. ii3-o-o: 
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put the following question whether Metre by his own confession 
of having made a profit on the sales of tire farms as specified 
by Mr. Holwell was not accountable, which the majority was 
of opinion he was 'not 

60. After this we deferred any further enquiry till the 27th 
ultimo on account of the quantitj^ of business on hand. For our 
particular proceedings from that day till we had done, we have 
already desired to be referred to our seperate Consultations by 
the result of which it appears that Metre has acquitted himself 
to our satisfaction of the greatest part of the charges laid 
against him by Mr. Holwell, The small sums which we have 
ordered Metre to be charged with we shall take proper care to 
have received from him. 

Sixthly, of factors, writers, officers and their accounts and 
seventhly, touching accounts. 

61. Captain Paul Philip Polier arrived here on the Chester- 
field from Fort St. George, the gentlemen there having sent us 
the company of Swiss soldiers account of their desertion to the 

French. Your Honoui's will observe by our letter of the [ ] 

ultimo we have returned that company to the Coast as we found 
it impossible to prevent their daily desertion from us. , 

62. On the 27th October the President informed the Board 
he had thought proper to confer an ensign’s commission on Mr. 
George Polier. 

63. We have permitted Mr. Richard Court to go a voyage to 
sea on account of his health in consequence of his request en- 
tered after Consultation the 16th December. 

64. Mr. "William McGwire on the 8th January set out for 
Bulramgurry and on the 24th of that month advised us by a 
letter that he had taken charge of that factory with the books, 
papers etc., left there by Mr. Kelsall. 

65. Your Honours’ commands in regard to Mr. Lawrence 
shall be punctually complied with on his arrival at this Pre.si- 
dency. 

66. Your orders relating to the hospital, we have already 
wrote Your Honours, have been duly executed. 

67. The Accomptant on the 22nd January laid before us the 
open account current of Your Honours’ sloops, which "being 
examined and the sloops valued by the Super Intendant of the 
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24. Our Secretary having notefied to Messrs. Kempe and 
Goddard our orders for their returning to Europe on the Oxford! 
or Chesterfield in obedience to , Your Honours’ positive com- 
mands, in reply thereto they delivered in separate letters on 
the 19th February which letters are duly entered after that day’s- 
Consultation, and as we are sensible the purport of them is 
matter of fact, we have permitted them to remain here till the 
earliest of next year’s shipping, but at the same time we forbad 
them from receiving any fresh consignments or engaging them- 
selves in any new transactions of trade whatsoever, as an ex- 
cuse of that nature would not in future be admitted of by us. • 

25. The 22nd ultimo we examined the people on whom Your 
Honours’ cloth (lost in the way from Dacca) was taken, and it 
appearing very clear to us that Narroton Biswas (who says the- 
manjee only deposited the cloth in his house on which he lent 
him 180 rupees) would never have advanced any money upon 
a deposit from a manjee, without first examining if it was of a 
value equal to what he lent, and therefore could not avoid seeing; 
Your Honours’ mark on the cloth, in which case he ought to have 
given proper information to the Warehouse keeper, we agreed 
to fine him the value of the cloth found on him, if he does not 
within the space of a month trace out where the remainder- 
may be discovered, hoping by this means to recover some fur- 
ther part of that cloth. We likewise, ordered Siveran and 
Mauderam to make good the amount of the ten peices they 
purchased of the dandy s, and the manjee was ordered to return, 
the 180 rupees he received of Narroton Biswas. 

26. The securities of Govindram Metre and Rogo Metre having 
on the 26th ultimo applied for their bonds to be given up and- 
the time limited in them being expired we complied therewith. 

27. We have for some time past intended to examine into the- 
conduct of Mr. Joshua Bodley on the Mallabar coast as set forth 
in the Bombay and Tillecherry letters, and learning he was not. 
in the place we had put it off in expectation of his return, but the 
Oxford being near her departure and finding he was not return- 
ed, we ordered our Sechetary on the 26th, ultimo to direct him 
to give his immediatt attendance on the Board to answer to the 
charges laid against him in the above letters from Bombay and 
Tillecherry, in answer to which he sent in a letter -this morning 
informing us he had obeyed our orders, but on his coming to- 
Calcutta he was informed we. intended sending him.,, home wit*, 
these letters to answer for himself to Your Honours, and on that 
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On the 7th do. of Mr. Peter Amyatt 
Current Rupees two hundred sixty six, 
ten annas and six pice (CRs. 266-10-6) 
payable to Mr. John Dowsing or order 
@2/3 per rupee is 

On the do. do. of Mr. Peter Amyatt 
Current Rupees six hundred twenty 
two, three annas and six pice (CRs. 
622-3-6) payable to Mr. George Sher- 
wood or order @2/3 per rupees is 

On the 8th February of the Hon’ble Roger 
Drake and Charles Manningham Esqrs. 
account Moses Franco & Co. or order 
@ 2/3 per rupee is 

On the do. do. of the' Hon’ble Roger 
Drake and Charles Manningham Esqrs. 
account Abraham and Jacob Franco 
Current Rupees three thousand and 
thirty nine (CRs. 3039-0-0) payable to 
Messrs. Abraham and Jacob Franco or 
order @ 2/3 per rupee is 

On the do. do of Captain John Coales 
Current Rupees five hundred thirty 
three, five annas and three pice 
(CRs. 533-5-3) payable to Messrs. 
Thomas and Nicholas Crisp or order 
@ 2/3 per rupee is 

On the do. do. of the Hon’ble Roger 
Drake Junr. Current Rupees two thou- 
sand two hundred twenty two, three 
annas and six pice (CRs. 2222-3-6) 
payable to Roger Drake Senr. Esqr. or 
order @ 2/3 per rupee is 

On the do. do. of Captain George 
Minchin Current Rupees one thousand 
and eighty (CRs. 1080-0-0) payable to 
Messrs. Arthur Colley and John Barton 
or order @ 2/3 per rupee is 

On the 9th February of Capt. John Coales 
Current Rupees two thousand seven 
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£St. 30-"-" 


£St. 70-"-" 


£St. 246-1-1. 


£St. 341-17-9. 


£St. 60-'-". 


£St. 250-"-". 


£St. 121-10-'-. 
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On do. do. of Captain Thomas Stevens CRs. ’ 

4,400T'^''. payable to himself or order 
@ 2/3 per rupee is £St. 495/{t''. 

, On do. do., of Messrs. Manningham and . 

Frankland account 10; chests, of silver 
Current Rs. 34,556-12-3 payable to ’ Mr. ■ 

Sampson; Gideon or order @ 2/3 per 

rupee is £St.' 3587rl-2r9. 

On do. do. of Messrs. Manningham and 
Frankland account Mr. William Perci- 
val Current Rs. 5396-12-3 payable , to. . ,, . ' 

Messrs. James Whiat and Whichurch 
or order @ 2/3 per rupee is £St. 607'‘2-9. 

On do. do. of Messrs. Kempe and Amyatt 
Current Rs. .776-11-3, payable to 
Daniel Lascelles, Esqr. or order @> 

2/3 per rupee is £St. 87-7-7. 

On 1st March of Adam , Dawson, Esqr. 

Current Rs. 10,000-".-". payable to him- 
self or order @ 2/3 per rupee is £St. 1125-"-". ’ 

On do, do of Messrs. Kempe and Amyatt 
Current Rs. 1365-0-9. payable to Mr. 

Robert Orme or order @ 2/3 per 
rupee is £St. 3887-12-9. 

On do, do. of Adam Dawson Esqr. Current 
Rupees 68,097 payable to himself or 
order @ 2/3 rupee is £St. 7660-18-^. 

34. Captain Commandant George Minchin having sent in a 
letter to us in respect to his conduct towards Captain Polier and 
requested it might be forwarded in our packet for Your Honours’ 
perusal, we have enclosed it accordingly and beg. leave to men- 
tion his behaviour in Your Honours’ service has hitherto been 
entirely to our satisfaction. 

35. This waits on Your Honours by the Oxford, Captain 

Thomas Stevens, on whom we have laden sundry goods and 
merchandize amounting to Current Rs. 911,000-".-". as per in- 
voice and bill of lading enclosed. » 

36. Mr. Edward Eyre who dispatches this ship will advise 
Your Honours of what further may be necessary from Ingellie. 
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them with that article and therefore requested they would send 
us a large quantity as soon as they possibly could. 

75. At the same time we desired them to forward us by the 
earliest conveyances what surplus cash they could spare as it 
would be of great service to Your Honours here. 

76. Meer Abgeil, our Agent at Patna, wrote us from thence 
that our factory was greatly out of order and was daily growing 
worse for want of repair, desiring our directions if he should 
repair it or not, for which we have deferred giving him any per- 
mission till we have Your Honours’ sentiments thereon and have 
your leave to repair that factory. 

77. Had any of your ships imported here before they touched 
at the Coast we should have punctually complyed with Your 
Honours’ orders relating to the licenced silver, coral, pearl, eme- 
ralds etc. 

78. The indentures of Messrs. Finley, Oliver and Wood have 
been duly executed by them and were returned in the packet per 
Bombay Castle. 

79. The free merchants having delivered in an address this 
day to the Board and requesting it may be transmitted to Your 
Honours, we have enclosed a copy thereof in this packet. 

80. Mr. Holwell having delivered in two letters to the Board 
relating to our proceedings in the enquiry of Govindram Metre’s 
conduct, and the account revenues for May and June, we have 
enclosed them in this ship’s packet for Your Honours’ perusal. 

81. Mr. Peter Amyatt dispatches this ship to the Coast from 
Avhence she vdll proceed to Your Honours. 

82. We wish her a safe and speedy passage and are with the 
greatest respect. 

May it please Your Honours 

Your faithfull and most obedient servants, 

Roger Drake Junr./E. H. Cruttenden/C. Manningham/ 
Richd. Becher/W. Frankland/W. Mackett/Edward Eyre/ 
Jno. Zeph. Holwell. 

Fort William, 

February the 11th, 1753. 

(Copies of records obtained from India Office 1752/53, Vol. 17, 
pp. 175 — ^201. 

Paragraphs 48 and 69 published in Long’s Selections from 
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2. By Yoiir Honours’ ship the Montfort which imported here* 
the 25th ultimo, we were favoured with your commands of the- 
24th January .1753, and had before received those of the 15th. 
December by the Clinton, and Suffolk, with the list of invest*- 
ment enclosed, which the President and Council of Fort St.: 
George forwarded down to us on the Fortune sloop. 

3. The season coming on for our country ships to proceed to- 
the Coast, we take that opportunity to. give Your Honours an 
account of the most material occurrences in your affairs under- 
our management, since the departure of the Oxford, and purpose- 
forwarding this address to Your Honours via Madrass,. being as. 
yet in no manner of certainty, wether we shall have it' in bur- 
power to dispatch a ship from hence in September. 

4. By the Montfort the President and Council of Fort St. 
George sent us 50 chests of treasure, in the proportions of the- 
different species and bullion -we requested sometime since,, 
which have been safely landed! 

5. Your Honours may depend we shall do- the utmost in em- 
power to dispatch home all the ships consigned us this year, 
but we are afraid it will be impossible to effect it, as we were- 
obliged last year to detain the Durrington, and the Colchester- 
was prevented by an unhappy accident from proceeding oh her 
voyage, which encreases the tonnage Your Honours. have design- 
ed us this season; we must likewise beg leave to remark that- 
though Your Honours have destinated six ships for the Coast and' 
Bay, yet your orders for the investment, could it be fully and in 
every particular complied with, would only be sufficient to lade- 
home three, as by the calculate enclosed in this packet will 
evidently appear; but as there are several articles which Your 
Honours direct us to reject entirely, if the quality be not much 
better than usual and the prices lower, we are apprehensive the- 
investment will fall short of the tonnage even of three ships, 
but our utmost endeavours shall not be wanting to get the- 
greatest part away the same season they arrive, which we hope 
we shall be able to do -with the assistance of the gentlemen at- 
the Coast; and should we be necessitated to detain any of them, 
we shall pay a due regard to Your Honours’ commands in favour- 
of Captain Baron. 

6. In obedience to the 24th paragraph of your letter dated the 
15th December 1752. v;e ''mmediately wrote by pattamar to the 
President and Council of Port St. George and acquainted them. 
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ihc chief purchasers and drinkers of the said arrack, which were 
chiefly the poor labouring people, are rendered incapable of 
purcliasing the same, all the money they heing able by their 
industry and labour to scrape together being barely sufficient 
to buy them rice to support life which must necessarily be their 
first consideration, so that my sales have gradually decreased 
from time to time as the price of grain and other necessaries of 
life grew dear. In so much that from one hundred and twenty 
to one hundred and thirty maunds of arrack per day which used 
to be the consumption of the place, I have not for a long time 
past been able to vend more than from twenty to twenty five 
or at most thirty maunds of arrack per day, the profits on which, 
supposing all the aforesaid ingredients to be as cheap now as they 
ever were, would not be sufficient to maintain my necessary 
workmen and keep my stills going. Abstracted from all which 
considerations Your Honour etc. must be sensible that I have 
and must have a large dead stock, the interest on which is a very 
heavy burthen, as is also the i*ent of the house, godowns, and 
compounds which I am obliged to have to carry on the business. 
From all which unavoidable accidents and expences my misfor- 
tunes have risen and I hope my known character considered, 
which Your Honour etc., cannot be strangers to, will do me 
the justice to believe my misfortunes have not been brought on 
by negligence or any unfair practices in me, in which hope I 
beg leave to do myself honour by subsci’ibing myself with great 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs. 

Your obedient faithful and most humble servant. 

John Knox Senior. 

Calcutta, 

February 1st 1753. 

(Ref: Copies of records obtained from India Office, Vol. 17, 
.pp. 165 — 167.) 
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LETTER DATED 1 MARCH 1753 

Shipping matters—the merchants’ reasons for not contracting 
for fine clotlx^. tr. HolwelVs motion for taking 'effectual pos- ' 
session’ of Patna factory — grievances of the merchants supplying 
ready money goods. 

TT O the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of. the 
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the President' and Council at Bombay to forward to iis what 
pepper they could procure after providing for the dispatch of 
the ships from that coast.. The 17th of July we were honoured 
with your commands by the Hardwcke dated the 23rd January 
1750 wherein Your Honours not only confirm the foregoing 
orders per Dragon but are plessed to mention that the expedi- 
tion under the command of Admiral Boscawen necessarily 
required such numbers of ships for transports that it was with 
the utmost concern you observed the unhappy consequences with 
which it had been attended, by detention of so many of the 
ships sent out the following seasons; and as your trade could 
not regularly or to so great advantage be carried on but by 
returning your several ships the season they arrive in India, 
we should do you a signal piece of service in dispatching and 
contributing to the dispatch of, as many as possible by all the 
means we could think of; referring to your commands of 
November the 28th 1750 per Dragon for the methods you there 
pointed out which you say must be particularly attended to, 
and further add, to prevent your paying dead freight, you emi- 
powered us to fill up the charterparty tonnage of- each ship with 
redwood, turmerick, lack, or any other gruff goods if procurable 
at reasonable rates. 

9. Before the arrival of the Dragon we had 769 bales remain- 
ing in the warehouse, chiefly fine goods, and being in daily 
expectation of a further supply from Cossimbuzar etc., we had 
the satisfaction to find it would be in our power to comply with 
your orders respecting that ship by dispatching her to Your 
Honours as soon as the season would permit, and she was 
accordingly returned in August with 700 bales etc. 

10. On the arrival of the Dragon we acquainted all our 
merchants with the great supply of treasure Your Honours pr<> 
posed sending to us that season, and with pleasure observed it 
had the desired effect mentioned by you, giving new life to your 
credit and facilitating the business of the investment; for on the 
17th July we compleated our Calcutta contracts with the 
merchants for 3157 bales, having in the month of March preceed- 
ing sent orders to the subordinate factorys for the provision of 
3922 bales by which means our whole contracts that season. for 
7079 bales was finished by the middle of July, over and* above 
the remains in warehouse which was appropriated for the dis- 
patch of the Dragon; and that we might be further enabled to 
obey your orders for the dispatch of the ships in India we had 
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9. The Chief arid Cburicil at Cbssimbuzar on the tiltimo’ 
advised us of the dispatch of Ensign Markam with 235 bales of 
gurrahs and 48 chests of piece goods on Your Honours’ account.. 

10. In the same letter they replied to Your Honours’ remarks- 
and orders on their investment to the .following . purport, 
that they had already prized 6800 pieces of bandpnnaes and. 
choptaes ordinary and hoped to get in a further quantity before- 
the dispatch of the last ship, that the list of investment per Godol- 
phin arrived so late they had contracted for 6,000 peices of the- 
fine choppa sarrys, agreable to a former list and as their mer- 
chants said the weavers had them in hand, they were riot able- 
to reduce them to 2000 peices as directed by Your Honours, that 
they could not prevail upon the merchants to contract for the 
very fine doosutties, as they said they could not procure proper- 
thread, neither could they get weavers to undertake that manu- 
facture, the same reasons were given for their not contracting- 
for the superfine gurrahs, that they had encreased the quantity* 
of plain talfaties this year and had done all in their power to- 
keep up to Your Honours’ directions about the colours but. 
had not been able to get any fine blues or greens as they would 
turn out much dearer than others, the former of. which would 
cost 12 rupees per peice and the latter 15, that they had endea- 
voured all in their power to make their merchants sensible of 
Your Honours’ complaints with regard to the weavers twisting 
two broken ends of the silk together, instead of tying them in a 
knot, to which they reply that by this method the silk would 
turn out much dearer as the winders could not then be able to- 
wind off above two threads in a day of what they do now, that 
agreable to the list of investment per Godolphin they had got 
some few peices of flowered silk of the French and Dutch mus- 
ters, and expect some more in a few days when they should 
send them down. 

11. The gentlemen at Cossimbuzar under date the 19 ultimo - 
acquainted us of their having dispatched to us the day before- 
on Your Honours’ account 190 bales and chests under the care 
of Lieutenant Keene, that they were in hopes their merchants 
would have .brought .into their cottah the 72 covid gurrahs agre- 
able to their contract’, but having failed therein and given no 
very sufficient reasons .for so doing, .they shall insist on their- 
paying the penalty, that .some of their merchants having brought 
in about 40 maunds of Guzzerat silk, which on inspecting proving- 
extremely bad, they had. returned it on their hands., that- having 
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12. The foregoing are the real motives which induced us to 
act in the manner advised in our letters of that season, and as 
Your Honours’ interest and commands were consulted as far as 
our abilities would extend, and the circumstances of the times 
admit, we are willing to hope this recital of the reasons for our 
conduct will remove the censure we have so \mhappily incurred. 

13. With regard to the great superiority of freight received 
for your ships, the Governour and Coimcil of Madrass mention- 
ing they could have obtained for the Hardwicke and Scarborough 
about 40000 Arcot Rupees for each ship, whereas we let the 
Walpole out for 24000 Current Rupees, and the London for 20000 
Current Rupees, we beg leave to assure Your Honours this must 
rather be imputed to us as a misfortune not a fault, and can 
only arise from the advantages on the trade from Madrass 
superior to what we experience here, for the freighters of the 
Walpole and London on making up their voyages received such 
inconsiderable profit that we firmly believe none of j’our ships 
would let out for twenty thousand rupees (20000 Rs) freight at 
present. 

14. In comply ance with Your Honours’ orders relating to the 
office of ^Master Attendant we shall ourselves contract for the 
stores wanted for the use of your marine as soon as Captain 
Lutton arrives, who is at present out of the place. We shall 
likewise put in execution what further regulations Your 
Honours have been pleased to make in that office on Captain 
Luttons taking diarge of it 

15. The negligence Your Honours are pleased to mention in 
our sending home the Severn and Walpole eighty tonns each 
dead freighted, regarding principally our President, he requested 
to insert on Consultation how that error arose, which must have 
been owing to those ships having been country voyages and he 
concluded on their return that their charterpartys were of the 
same tenour with those ships of that year and ‘till Your Honours’, 
paragraph thereon was read, he remained ignorant of so gross 
a mistake ha\>ing happened; otherwise he would have endea- 
voured to take off any ill impression such a carelessness may 
have made to his prejudice, but as no benefit could possibly 
arise to himself therefrom, he flatters himself Your Honours 
will be convinced he could not design an injury’’ to the Hon’ble 
Company, and therefore hopes this acknowledgment of his fault 
will restore him to your favour, premising further that the 
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motion of his we took into consideration on the 22nd and were- 
of opinion the sending any one or two persons thither can be 
of no benefit to Your Honours but on the contrary make us lia- 
ble to the exaction of what these country people call yearly 
presents. Therefore unless Your Honours should think proper' 
to re-establish that factory we do not esteem it for your interest 
at present to send any one up. 

16. Mr. Hoi well in a letter to the Board the 19 th ultimo re- 
presented the grievances of the poor occasioned by the exporta- 
tion of the common rice and requested it might not be exported 
under 35 seer the rupee, upon which we resolved .to revive our 
former order of the 22nd June prohibiting the exportation of it 
under 32 seer the Axcot Rupee and Mr. Holwell’s letter Your- 
Honours will see entered after that day’s Consultation./ 

17. Mr. William Wogan having requested our permission to 
resign Your Honoui's’ ser\dce and return to Europe on the Ox- 
ford. we have complyed with his request, as he ds no w'ays in 
debted to Your Honours, and the usual 96 rupees has by him' 
been duly paid. 

18. Your Honours will observe by our Consultation of the- 
19th February the arrack farm had been put up to sale on the 
15th at 6000 rupees at which price there was no bidders. We 
then sent for Mr. Knox and acquainted him of the rate we had. 
tryed it at, and asked him if he could afford to pay that price- 
yearly to Your Honours. He replyed the present scarcity and 
dearness of grain and juggaree offered no prospect of gain at 
that rate but that he could well answer the payment of 5,000- 
rupees per annum for the licence, upon which we agreed to 
allow it him for the remainder of his time at that price, as we 
found no bidders for it when put up at 6,000 rupees. 

19. The judicial proceedings of the Zemindary • and register, 
of fines to the 31st December are enclosed in this ship’s packet. 

20. The 26th ultimo the Accomptant laid before us the mer- 
chants’ accounts made up to the 31st April 1752. We then 
called upon them to sign their respective accounts but they 
objected to it for the following reasons and requested us to re- 
present to Your Honours the hardship it was to them viz., that 
the dadney merchants had 50 per cent advanced them on their 
contracts and interest allowed them on the remaining 35 per 
cent, whereas the ready money goods were provided with their- 
own money, and therefore they think it unreasonable they 
should be charged the penalty on their deficiency as well as the- 
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the consumption is much decreased since the abscense of the 
Morattoes. Consequently the demand not near so urgent, 

18. After the dispatch of the last year’s shipping the first 
thing we took into consideration was the provision of a quantity 
of saltpetre for the ensuing season, and that we might procure 
it on the cheapest terms we resolved to make an application to 
the Dutch and French to permit their Chiefs at Patna to pro- 
vide us the quantity of saltpetre we should be in want of, which 
we would contract with them for to be delivered at Hughley on 
any reasonable terms. We first addressed the Dutch Directore 
and Council thereon and upon their refusing to undertake such 
a provision we wrote to Mr. De Leyrit and his Council at 
Chandernagore who likewise declined it. 


19. Upon failing of success in the above application we asked 
our merchants on the 2nd April if they would imdertake to 
supply us with the quantity of saltpetre we should be in want 
of, but their reply being evasive and very unsatisfactory we 
had recourse to Omichund who being called before us, we made 
the same demand to him, whose answer was that the petre was 
none of his own but Coja Wazeed’s, that the proprietor insisted 
on ARs. 6.2 for each maund, and that he would contract with 
us at 6.4 for 60000 maunds, the advance of 2 annaes required by 
him being as a consideration for his paying the penalty in case 
the contract should not be complied with. Esteeming the price 
too extravagant we sent for him on the 12th April and offered 
him ARs. 5-12 per factory md. for 60000 mds. to which he pro- 
mised to give a final , answer next week. 


20.’ The President on the 23rd April acquainted the Board 
he had been encouraged by Coja Wazeed’s gomastah to apply 
to Coja Wazeed himself to contract with us for our saltpetre, 
instead "of Omichund, that esteeming it for the Hon’ble 
Company’s interest to purchase this article from the proprietor 
of it rather than at second hand (by which we should probably 
get it something cheaper, at least save the 2 annaes to be allowed 
to Oniichund) he had wrote to Coja Wazeed about it, whose 
gomastah was oh the spot and might be sounded by the Board.' 
We accordingly sent for him and asked hini on what terms his 
master would contract with us for his saltpetre and for what 
quantity? ‘ His reply to which was that he had wrote to his 
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66,311-1-9 payable to Henry Crab 

Boulton or order @ 2/3 per rupee is £ 7460-0-0; 

On do. do. of Mr. William Kempe 
CRs. 1777-1^ payable to Eliz. Mill • 
and Ann Kempe or order @ 2/3 per 
' rupee is £St. 200-0-0. 

On do. do. of Mr. William Fullerton 
CRs. 1000"-0'- payable to Messrs.. 

David Findlay and William Watts 

or order @ 2/3 is £St. 112-10-". 

On the 26th February of Mr. William 
Fullerton CRs. 432-10-". payable to 
Mr. William Cox or order @ 2/3 per 
rupee is £St. 48-12-". 

On the 26th February of Edward Holden 
Crutlenden Esqr. CRs. 888-14-3. pay- 
able to Mr. Robert Cliff or order @ 

2/3 per rupee is £St. 100-".-", 

On the 28th do. of Mr. Thomas Coales 
CRs. 391-15-6 payable to Roger Drake 
Sent. Esqr. or order @2/3 per rupee 
is ’ £St. 44-1-11. 

On do. do. of Mr. Bartholomew Plaisted 
CRs. 1,000-".-". payable to Thomas- 
Burnet and George Male or order of 
either @ 2/3 per rupee is £St. 112-10-"; 

On the 1st March of the Hon’ble Roger 
Drake Esqr. account Thomas Boddam 
CRs. 888-14-3. payable to Peter 
Roberts or order @ 2/3 per rupee is £St. 100-".-". 

On do. do. of Mr. William Kempe 
CRs. 1418-15-9 payable to Mrs. Ann 
Barton or order @ 2/3 per rupee is £St. 159-12-11. 

On the 27th February of Mr. Tnomas 
Cooke CRs. 200-1-". payable to Mrs. 

Elizabeth Ravenhill or order @ 2/3 
per rupee is £St. 22-10-1. 

23. The whole amount of bills of exchange drawn on Your 
Honours is Current Rupees one hundred and nine thousand, two 
hundred and twenty four, six annas and six pice or £St. twelve 
thousand three hundred and ten. five shillings and one penny. 
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1 , 22: Upon resuming the contract for saltpetre the President 
requested to lay before the Board, previous to their final deter- 
mination on so important a branch of the investment, the reasons 
which induced him to engage , so far in his endeavours to procure 
that article from Coja Wazeed himself, whose property it is,, 
and which are in substance as follows: In the first place he 
observed to the Board thit Omichund in our Consultation of the 
2nd April demanded ARs. 6.4 per md. which being a very extra- 
vagant price he resolved to try every means in his power tC 
reduce it, which he has at last had the satisfaction to effect, 
though with much pains and difficulty, and by promising on his 
part that the contract should be made in Coja Wazeed's name 
or in that of his gomastah, who had thereupon consented to give 
it at ARs. 5,14 per factory md. and who was ready to enter into- 
the same penal engagements as it customary in case of default 
on his part. The President further premised that Omichund’s 
views in offering it one annae per md, cheaper* than Wazeed 
could be no other than to maintain his . great power at this place- 
which has been hitherto, he conceived, by- much top extensive; 
and therefore making the contract with him will be still adding 
thereto, as he did not doubt but Omichund would make his 
boast (should he carry his point) that the President was not 
able to succeed in this affair, by which Coja Wazeed would ever 
after be closely united to Omichund and hearken to no proposi- 
tions from any one else in the purchase of any articles proper 
for the Hon’ble Company, petre being not the only one he is 
supplied with from Patna, but turmerick, tincall, and cloth like- 
wise, all of which articles Your Honours stand in need of. The 
President therefore thought the steps he had taken, should the 
Board confirm them by contracting with Wazeed, would tend 
greatly more^to the emolument of our hoh’ble employers than 
the difference of one annae per md., Omichund’s offer at that 
time, but submitted his judgment to the opinion of the Board 
and hoped it would by them be thought reasonable (if in their 
thoughts he had been any ways instrumental to Your Honours’ 
interest) to be defrayed the expence he .had' been at on this 
occasion in presents etc., amounting to about two thousand five 
hundred rupees, or if we thought proper he was willing to 
submit it to Your Honours if be should be reimbursed or not. 

23, After having well weighed and considered what • the 
President had urged as recited in the preceding paragraph, the 
opinion cf the Board was demanded" in* whose’ naine -it .would 
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account he had withdrawn himself again as his mine must have 
been inevitable had those intentions taken place. His letter 
Your Honours will find entered after this day’s Consultation. 

28. As we had resolved to send him home on the Oxford, had 
we upon examination found his conduct blameable on the Mala- 
bar coast, which he has disappointed by withdrawing himself, 
we beg leave to assure Your Honours we shall take proper care 
to make a narrow scrutiny into his conduct on that coast if he 
ever returns to this place. 

29. The Export Warehouse keeper on the 26th informed the 
Board .that one of the boats coming lately from Dacca was lost 
on this side Chingree Caul by the coming in of the boar, and 
that he had immediately sent down all the assistance he could 
to recover the goods if possible but had yet heard nothing of it. 

.20. Your Honours will receive in this packet a letter from 
the Export Warehouse keeper to the Board assigning reasons 
why the merchants cannot provide the particular sortments of 
goods mentioned at the end of your last list of investment. 

31. We have likewise enclosed a letter delivered us this day 
by Captain Lawrence Witherington for Your Honours’ observa- 
tion with a calculate affixt of the difference of making gun- 
powder here and having it from Bombay. We hi?^'e also deliver- 
ed a sample of his powder to Captan Stevens’ care for Your 
Honours’ observation. 

32. The merchants having delivered very little more than 
hail their contracts, we called upon them to know the reason 
of this dificiency, which they gave us in writing. We have 
transmitted the same in this packet and beg to be referred 
thereto. 

33. Since writing thus far, we have granted the following 
bills of exchange to the under written persons, payable ninety 
daj's after sight as usual. 

On ist hlarch of Peter Amyatt Current Rs. 

133-5-3 payable to Mr. Richd. Blunt or 

order @ 2/3 per rupee is -ESt. 15-".-“. 

On do. do. of Capt. David Rannie account . 

Mr. tVilliam Forth Current Rs. 800 pay- 
able to Mr. William Fungerson or order 
@ 2/3 per mpee is .. . , £St. 90-"-' 
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accepted of this proposal and then asked him what quantity he 
would engage to deliver us and when? to which he 
made answer he would contract for 51,000 maunds to be de- 
livered in Calcutta, 20.000, mds, of it by the 30th September 
and the remainder between that and the 20th February. 
These terms being vjsry agreable to us we agreed to contract 
with him on them and ordered him to lay before us the mus- 
ters of his petre, which he accordingly did the next Council 
day and his teep being drawn out, he signed it before the 
Board the same day. Thus we have given Your Honours a full 
account of this transaction wherein we hope we shall merit 
your approbation by reducing the price even 2 annaes lower 
than what we gave for it last year, 

25. The merchants having delivered us a letter a little be- 
fore the dispatch of the Oxford (which we transmitted Your 
Honours by that ship) relating to the remains of cloth in our 
warehouses which arrived too late to be prized and sent home 
that year, they attended the Board on the 2nd April and desired 
our determination on the purport thereof, representing at the 
same time that many of the articles had been impeded from 
arriving earlier by the obstructions of the chokeys who had 
extorted from their Malda boats between three and four hundred 
rupees each boat. This we admitted might be true but remarked 
to them that there was a great deficiency of goods made nigh 
us which could not have been delayed by those chokeys and 
that although they represented to us early in the season that 
they had ready made some goods, which Your Honours had 
forbid, and desired we would take them as they had provided 
them upon the former year’s orders, which we had consented to, 
yet those goods did not come into the factory 'till our last 
prizing, which proceeding of theirs was very injurioi^ to Your 
Honours’ affairs and disappointed our intentions of getting away 
the ships for Europe early in the season, as well as the manage- 
ment of loading them to a certain value as directed by Your 
Honours. But in consideration of what they represented to us 
and the heavy loss they would sustain by our absolute refusal 
of those goods even to the ^in of many of them and prevent 
their engaging in any new investment, and as it might have 
been a great advantage to Your Honours to have had to readi- 
ness a quantity of goods for the early dispatch of this year’s 
shipping, we agreed to our Consultation of the 2nd April tn 
take the balances then in our godowns of about three laack on 
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. 374 We have likewise laden on her sundry stores for the use 
of your island St. Helena amounting to Current Rs. 1066-6-3. • 

38. We wish her a safe and speedy passage and are with the 
greatest respect. 

May it please Your Honours 

Your faithfull and most obedient humble servants. 

Roger Di'ake Junr./E. H. Cruttenden/C. Manningham/ 
Richd. Becher/W. Mackett/Edward Frankland/W. 
Eyre/ J. Z. Holwell. 

Port William, 

March the 1 st, 1753. 

(Ref.: L. to C. Copies of records obtained from India Office, 
Vol. 17, pp. 227—242.) 


34-: 

LETTER DATED 3 SEPTEMBER 1753 

Shipping details — little sale of woollen goods — new method 
•of investment — defence of the Company’s servants against the 
charges of the Court — John Wood, a free merchant, ordered 
to return to England for contempt of the authority of the 
Board— complaint of the Madras Council about lading and 
■unlading ships at ports south of Fort St. David. 

T O the Honourable the Court of Directors for Affairs of the 
Hon’ble United Company of Merchants of England trading 
to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours 

1 . The Oxford, Captain Thomas Stevens, carried our address 
to Your Honours under date the 1st March 1753, duplicate 
Avhereof is enclosed in this packet. That ship was not dispatched 
from Ingellie ’till the 9th of that month, owing to her not being 
ready to receive her dispatches before, by which means we had 
the mortification to find our endeavours for her early departure 
from hence entirely disappointed. Mr. Edward Eyre protested 
against Captain. Stevens for this neglect, copy of which protest 
.he forwarded Your Honours by her. She drew at that time 
17 feet 10 inches water upon an even keel. 
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merchants were called in and asked in what manner they pro- 
posed to contract for the present years investment, their 
reply to which was that for three years past they had been 
snSerers by their contracts for the investment, that a large 
parcell of their cloth of last years still remained in our ware- 
houses unprized, that ’till they knew how their accompts were 
to be settled for the last year they could not think of entering 
into any new engagements, Siat they could not sign their 
accompts for the year 1751 unless we allow them interest on 
the denciency of their ready money contracts, should we charge 
me penalty thereon, and that if we insisted on the penalty of 
last year they desired they might take the remaining doth to 
their own houses. 

28. Having considered of the above reply of the merchants 
and thinking the giving up so reasonable a point to them as the 
interest on the deSdencj* of the ready money goods might induce 
them to xmdertake the investment of this year on better terms 
than they otherwise woxild and with more alacrity, we complied 
with that part of their request. We acquainted them at the 
same time that we should certainly charge the penalty on the 
denciencys of this year and that they had liberty to take die 
remaining doth to their own houses upon giving seciuity for 
their ballances. We then directed them to give us a positive 
answer on what terms they were willing to contract for the 
ensuing investment, without further trifling or evasion, else we 
should endeavour to procure it by some other method. 

29. Before they gave us any answer to our directions as above 
cited, we received Your Honours’ commands per Clinton and 
Su£olk under date the i5th December 1752 with a list of goods 
to be provided this year, which being compared with the former 
oy the Export Warehouse Keeper, the diflerences were tak e n 
notice of and laid before us. Upon a perusal of this list we 
found Your Honours’ complaints of the ill quali^’ of our invest-. . 
ment so strenuously repeated, gnd your- espectations of our 
utmost endea\'ours to amend the same by some effectual methods 
that we resolved to try all in our power to better the terms 
hitherto made with our merchants for the provision of Your 
Honours’ investment. 

30. The merchants on the 31st May, in consequence of ''^^hat 
we had directed them on the -24th, attended the Board with 
th^ answer to our demand of the terms thej .proposed to 
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of the directions, we had received from Your Honours, to act 
in concert with their Presidency in the disposition and appoint- 
ment of the Coast and Bay ships, requesting them at the same 
time to inform us how they intended to act in that respect and 
wether they designed to keep a ship or two to send directly 
from their coast, as Your Hohours had empowered them, or 
chose to have a ship from hence in September half laden, to 
which we have as yet received no answer nor have they in any 
of their letters intimated the least advice in what'manner they 
think the ships might be stationed for Your Honours’ interest. 

7. It is with great concern we observe Your Honours’ displea- 
sure as contained in the 5th paragraph of your commands dated 
the 24th January 1753 per Montfort, but as we are willing to 
hope an ejqplanation of the motives which determined our reso- 
lutions respecting the Hardwick and Scarborough will be a 
means of removing the censure we have so unhappily incurred 
we beg leave to lay before Your Honours the following 
particulars : 

8. The 2nd June 1751 we received your commands per Dragon 
of November 28th 1750, intimating the several ships taken up 
for the service of that season, and advising the large supplys of 
treasure you intended for this settlement, not only by the ship- 
ping immediately consigned hither, but also by the China ships 
who were to call at Fort St. David, and by the ships to Bombay, 
who would carry an additional quantity of bullion to be remitted 
from thence as opportunitys might offer, the previous notice of 
which you were perswaded would give new life to your credit 
and facilitate the business of the investment; and were in great 
hopes we should dispatch to you not only the ships of former 
seasons but likewise all or the greater part of those then proceed- 
ing to us, the better to enable to do which vre were directed to 
lade such a quantity of saltpetre on every ship as would; with 
the other goods we might have ready, compleat the charterparty 
tonnage but not to exceed the same, unless we were satisfied 
a surplus on any particular ship would not impede the dispatch 
of others, in which case your orders were to lade as far as fifty 
tonns, over and above the charterparty tonnage at half freight; 
you were likewise pleased to direct us to send such a quantity of 
saltpetre to the Cormandell coast as would enable the President 
and Council there to dispatch home the ships on their hands; 
for tbig purpose also 500 tons of saltpetre was ordered for 
Bombay, informing us at the same time that you should direct 
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merchants were at the same' time informed that we should our- 
selves prepare some proposals for them against the next CoimcR 
day when we expected their final answer, if they woidd con- 
tract with us or not, that we might endeavour in case they 
refused to procure our goods elsewhere. 

33. The President and two Warehouse. Keepers having 

examined (as was above agreed on) Your Honours’ general 
letters and standing orders for some years past and collected 
the directions on that material branch of the Hon’ble Company’s 
affairs the investment, laid before us the 4th June the result of 
their enquiries on that head, which being formed into proposals 
for making the contracts this year were in substance as follows. 
To contract on the old musters as usual, that we would receive 
no goods inferior to the musters of last year, to sort the goods 
in the same method as last year, to advance but 30 per cent 
dadney, to have a due proportion of ready money goods, the 
penalty to be charged on the deficiencys of their whole contracts 
and on the different species of goods short delivered instead 
of lumping it as was formerly done, to have it in our option to 
refuse or take the goods tendered us after the expiration of the 
time limited in their teeps and to have the price of their goods 
reduced; these were the proposals made them on our part 
(corresponding as nearly as possible to Your Honours’ orders) 
which the merchants being called in had distinctly read to them 
and then were asked if they were willing to undertake the 
provision of the investment upon those terms, they replyed they 
could not possibly accept them without being ruined, f 

34. As we did not then imagine they were determined to 
jsnsist upon the terms they at first offered us or refuse to meddle 
with the investment and believing some parts of our proposals 
might be too strict for them to comply with, we demanded them 
to recede from their proposals of the 31st May and make us any 
others that were more reasonable and with which we might 
venture to comply. But they replied that the terms they had 
that day made us were what they could not possibly recede from, 
especialy that part relating to the advance of dadney; we then 
took the pains to repeat to them each of their demands separately 
and asked them if they would relinquish any one? But we 
are sorry to acquaint Your Honours we found them obstinately 
bent not to give up a single point of what they had offered, 
which upon perusal was found to be so extremely unreasonable 
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compleated our contracts with Omichund for Coja Wazeed’s 
saltpetre, eighty six thousand maunds (Mds 86000), the 24th 
July after having used every other means in our power to 
furnish ourselves elsewhere but without effect, reducing the 
price from ARs. 6/8 to 5/14 per factory maund, which will more 
fully appear by our Consultations of that year. 


11. The 17th July we received a letter from the President 
and Council of Port St. David per Hardwicke dated the 22nd 
June intimating ' their taking up the Warwick for China and 
proposing to employ the Hardwicke on freight also, and by the 
Scarborough the 8th August we received another letter from said 
Presidency with their proposal of letting out the Scarborough 
on freight to Mocha, but we beg leave to observe no mention 
was made of their being able to get about 40000 ARs. freight for 
each ship, .'till we received their letter dated the 17th September, 
in answer to the reasons we assigned for not complying with 
their proposals, as may be seen by reference to their letters 
dated 22nd June per Hardwicke, July 19th per Scarborough and 
17th September as extracted in our Consultations of said dates. 
On receipt of these advices we duely considered the state of 
our investment and the tenour of your orders of that season. 
Our contracts being compleated for 7079 bales and 86000 maunds 
of saltpetre, we had great reason to believe we should be en- 
abled to execute jmur commands for returning home to you the 
ships remaining in India as well as those expected that season. 
The Dragon being provided with a cargoe for Europe, and the 
Brittania to be sent to take in the bales at Madrass, the Kent 
and London not returned from their freight voyages or expected 
till September or October, none of the Coast and Bay ships 
arrived except the Warwick taken up for China, and the Hard- 
wicke and Scarborough proposed to be employed on freight; 
Your Honours’ orders very pressing for the return of your ships 
in India, giving us great latitude in the disposition of their lading 
and pointing out various methods to effect what you so much 
desired; under all these circumstances we thought we could not 
anyways answer to Your Honours a deviation from your com- 
mands and leave ourselves entirely destitute of any conveyances 
for your investment, considering the many instances of the late 
arrival of your shipping from Europe, for neither, the Kent, 
London, Benjamin, or Norfolk arrived us the former season 'till 
the Month of October,, the Warren the 25th January the same 
season, the Caesar and Eastcourt the 9th January the year 1749 
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of the necessity we have been under to dismiss these merchants 
from your service and coincide with us in our opinion that it 
was more eligible and more -for the benefit of our employers 
to take the steps we have done than continue the usual method, 
under such disadvantages as the terms the merchants insisted 
on would have laid us under. 

{ 

38. On the 7th June the Export Warehouse Keeper and his 
Deputy, pursuant to the orders we had given them on the 4th, 
-delivered in a letter to the Board, in which they pointed out the 
methods for providing the investment of this year, agreeing as 
nearly as possible with Your Honours’ directions thereon in 
several of your standing orders, which being referred to were 
publickly read at the Board. As this letter not only touches 
on the methods for providing the investment, but sets to view 
some other necessary matters in respect to the conduct of our 
late merchants for some years past, we have transmitted the 
same in this packet for Your Honours’ perusal. 

39. That we might not appear to(j hasty in our determination 
•on a point of such consequence, we agreed to let the above- 
mentioned letter lay some days for consideration and that every 
particular member might, if he thought fit, take it to his house 
for perusal, and have an opportunity, by reflecting on the pur- 
port thereof, to offer anything that might appear to him as an 
amendment or object to any part he may disapprove. But that 
we might lose no time, the season being already far advanced, 
we ordered a publick advertisement to be affixed at the fort 
gates, giving notice that we intended to employ gomastahs at 
the aurungs on account Your Honours and that if any person 
or persons are willing to go up in that station and are approved 
of by the Board, giving sufficient security for discharging the 
trust reposed in them, they should be entertained in Your 
Honours' service. 

40. The Warehouse Keepers’ letter having been perused by 

the members of the Board at their own houses, when we met 
on the 10th June, Mr. Holwell delivered us a letter marking but 
some alterations which he thought necessary to be made to ^ the 
methods pointed out by the Export Warehouse Keeper and his 
Deputy, for conducting the provision of. the investment this 
year.- This, letter is Rkewise , .ohclpsed for Yoiir Honours’ 
observation. ’ ' 
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consmx* he has now received will urge his utmost attention in 
future to Your Honours’ affairs and your interest, which he has 
always strongly attached himself to, and not knowingly or 
willingly acted contrary to your benefit. 

IG, In answer to what Your Honours have wrote about the 
late dispatch of the Brittania from hence, the reason for which 
has not fully appeared to Your Honours, we beg leave to wipe 
off the censure of negligence and inattention, to which Your 
Honours have imputed this delay, by a recital of the following 
circumstances which we flatter ourselves will sufficiently con- 
vince Your Honours it was not in our power to have dispatched 
her sooner: and when the Brittania was reported fit to take in 
goods, wo had but 902 maunds of saltpetre left on ballance, 
which being much too little for our then occasions, we contract- 
ed on the 1st July with Benautrambose for 6000 maunds of that 
article but did not receive it from Hughlej' ’till the latter end 
of that month. As soon as it was landed and weighed off here 
we .‘^ent it away to the Brittania which was the 3rd August 
following, but it did not got to the ship ’till the 11th which we 
could not possibly foresee. The 902 mds. of petre in our ware- 
house was laden in the meanwhile on board the Dragon, that 
wo might loose no time: and as soon as the Brittania had taken 
in her rice and saltpetre she was dispatched from hence, the 
time of which dispatch we beg lea\'e to observe was no later 
than usual for ships bound to the Coast at that season. 

17. On the 15th March we tried Your Honours’ woollen goods 
at publick outcrj', but there being no bidders at the prices we 
pul them up at, we agreed to keep them ’till another oppor- 
tunity, and as the time drew near for the arrival of the Europe 
ships, we came to a resolution of trying them once more before 
the ships of this season came in, which was accordingly done 
on the 13th July, but there being little or nothing sold at the 
price we put them up at, which was 15 per cent upon that in- 
voice price, we consulted if we could not put them up at a lower 
rate, but upon referring to Your Honours’ commands of the 
8th January we found them so positive that we should not sell 
them under 15 per cent upon invoice price, that we agreed to- 
keep them till another opportunity. Upon enquiring into the 
reason of this backwardness to purchase Your Honours’ woollen 
goods, we learn the great imports lately made of those commo,- 
dities by the French have lessened- the value of them and that 

125 D. of A. 
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Keeper may by this means have over gomastahs and others to 
Your Honours’ prejudice, can we apprehend be no objection at 
all as the Warehouse Keeper by the foregoing regulations has no 
power separate or independent of the President and Council, 
all transactions being only to be prepared by him and laid 
before the Board for their orders and he no more than the 
channell to convey those orders back which is a part of his 
duty and in case of infedelity or undue influence the Board have 
always a power to displace any Warehouse Keeper and appoint 
another in his stead. 

43. We likewise took into consideration that part of Mr. 
Holwell’s- letter wherein he thinks it necessary that a chubdar 
should be sent from hence to Muxadavad with a letter from the 
President to the Nabob and were of opinion it would rather be 
a prejudice to carrying on our business as we purposed than 
of service by putting the Durbar in mind of what they would 
not probably think of otherwise, and as Your Honours’ phir- 
maund gives us a priviledge to provide our goods in the manner 
we esteem most for your interest we could see no reason for 
such application till we found our business disturbed. 

44. When Your Honours observe, by the regulations we have 
made for the conduct of your business, we have been particularly 
carefull to obviate the calumny of any sinister views to our 
own interest in the plan we are now pursuing by directing 
every transaction to be carryed on in the most publick manner, 
and by coming to an agreement that no banyan or servant 
belonging to any member of the Board should be employed at 
the aurungs on your account, we flatter ourselves Your Honours 
will be so favourable as not to give credit to any malicious 
intimations to our prejudice in that respect, which the novelty 
of the method may probably induce some men to represent in 
a bad light, should the success of it not answer the intention. 

45. Our regulations being settled and notices having been 
sometime affixed that we should employ gomastahs in Your 
Honours’ service, one Kissenchum offered himself on the 14th 
June for Santipore and as he was a person esteemed worth 
money and had a family in the place we sent for him in and 
demanded on what term[s] he was willing to serve .'and what 
security he could give for his good behaviour. He replied he 
was willing to serve on the following conditions, to receive fifty 
rupees per month wages and. a palankeen, that he must be 
allowed a cash keeper, 2 writers, 4 pikes and 4 peons from hence 
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aiiaster about it, and in three or four days should be able to 
satisfyo us. 

21. On the SOtli April one Hurruckchund deputed by Wazeed’s 
gomastah (who was returned to Hughley) attended us on his 
behalf and acquainted the Board he had orders from Coja 
Wazced to contract with us for the delivery at Calcutta of fifty 
one thousand maunds (Mds, 51000) of saltpetre at ARs. 5.14 per 
factory md. between the months of September and January, that 
his master required no money to be advanced before the delivery 
of the pot re, but interest on the amount from the day of making 
the contract and that he (Hurruckchund) would sign the teep 
for the delivery of it with the usual penalty in case of failing 
in the contract. There being so wide a difference between the 
price Coja Wazeed now oiTered his petre at, and what Omichund 
had demanded of us on the 2nd April, we sent for him in and 
made him acquainted with the purport of Wazeod's offer, asking 
him at the same lime what he could say thei’eto and how excuse 
his requiring so advanced a price as 6.4 when the proprietor 
himself was willing to contract for it at 5.14? His answer was 
to the following effect: That when he first made application to 
Coja Wazecds for this petre, he could not by any means prevail 
upon him to part with it under ARs. 6.2 per factory md. which 
he informed the Board of, and offered to have the contract drawn 
out in his name for a consideration of 2 annaes in the maund, 
that since that time the President with great difficulty and some 
expence has prevailed on Wazeed to sell his petre at ARs. 5.14 
per factory md. and as this transaction has saved Your Honours 
a large sum of money, and might have an appearance to his dis- 
advantage, he was content to give up the consideration of 
2 annaes per md. which he at first insisted on, and ^contract with 
us for it at the price Wazeed himself had offered it, or even for 
less, if we thought proper (though he should be a sufferer), in 
•order to obviate any suspicion of his having acted collusively. 
Esteeming this a very fit opportunity to lower the price of that 
article, we acquainted him that as the President had taken so 
much pains to reduce the extravagant price of this petre and 
had met with so m’uch success as to engage Wazeed to contract 
for it @ 5.14 instead of 6.2, we expected he would give it at a 
still lower price if he desired the contract to be made with him, 
upon which he offered it at ARs. 5.13 the factory md. though 
he affirmed he should thereby be a sufferer, which offer we 
agreed to take into consideration the next Council day. 
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.' 47. .That letter recommending likewise the employing ' some 
of Your Honours’ junior servants at the aurungs, we were of 
opinion that, as none of them understood much of the language^ 
they could not possibly be of any use at present, on the contrary 
the expence would be needless, the prices of goods be probably 
raised and be a cover only for the gomastah’s committing many 
frauds he might not attempt but under such a sanction. 

48. The Export Warehouse Keeper on the 18th informing us 
that Kissenchurn’s security bonds and teep were prepared and 
that he had provided the cash keeper, assistants to attend him 
in consequence of our orders, they were sent for in and having 
executed their teeps and security bonds before us we ordered 
the Warehouse Keeper to dispatch them to Santipore as soon as 
possible with ten thousand Arcot Rupees (ARs. 10000) and the 
following directions, to procure immediately (50) fifty or (100) 
one hundred pieces of cloth and forward them to us with an 
account of the first cost and charges thereon of each piece, as 
well as what is brought to credit, account short measure and 
other allowances whatever, to advise us as soon as he can of the 
state of the aurung, what money will best answer for the pro- 
curement of goods, the different sortments made there (musters 
of which to be forwarded hither with the prices) and what kinds 
of cloth are purchased by the French and Dutch Companys, to- 
knott all new cloth every 25th thread and to include in the 
invoices he sends down the number of. threads contained in each 
species of cloth, to advise us from time to time the progress he 
makes and to take care that he keeps up the quality of the 
cloth. 

49. Having dispatched this gomastah to Santipore there were 
others soon after that offered themselves for different aurungs 
and upon giving sufficient security were by us accepted and 
employed. As the terms they went upon were much the same 
as those of Kissenchurh, we shall not. trouble Your Honours with 
a tedious repetition of them but enclose .for Your , Honours’ 
observation a list of the several gomastahs, cash keepers ^d 
assistants which we have employed at the aurangs under which 
they are placed. 

50. When we had proceeded thus far in the provision of 
Your Honours’ investment' on the plan already so fully related 
in this letter, we were- moved by Mr. Edward Eyre the 23rd 
June to call in our late dadney merchants again and contract 
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be more eligible to make the contract. For our several opinions 
we shall beg leave to stand referred to our Consultation of the 
3rd May enclosed, when the majority seemed to think the 
contract should be made with Wazeed for the reasons alledged 
by the President, provided he would give one or two responsible 
merchants of Calcutta as securities for his complying with the 
tenour of his contract, but as some of the members of the Board 
were of opinion that the contract should be made with him 
that would give it on the cheapest terms, and that Omichund 
might be brought to reduce the price still lower, we sent for 
him in again and asked him if he would lower the price of his 
petre? His reply to which was that he was willing to give it us 
for one annae in the maund less than Wazeed and the same 
quantity, but could not afford to reduce it more as he must be 
a prodigious sufferer if he did. As we did not esteem this any 
•equivalent for making void the promise which the President 
had given Wazeed, that the contract should be made in his 
name, and which the majority consented to, provided he could 
give us a security as abovementioned, we called in Hurruck- 
chund, Coja Wazeed’s gomastah, and asked him if his master 
would agree to sign the teep jointly with another responsible 
person who should be equally bound for the performance there- 
of. After some hesitation he replyed that he could not admit 
•of any persons becoming security for his master, but if we were 
dubious of his performing the contract or evading the penalty 
in case of failure, he was ready to deposite in our hands a 
Company’s interest note to the amount of the penalty as a secu- 
rity for his complying with the tenour of his contract. As we 
were apprehensive this deposite so far from answering the intent 
of a security might only involve us in some difficultys at the 
Durbar, should we detain it on his failure, we came to a resolu- 
tion once more to try if Omichund would abate any thing in the 
price of the petre, by which means we might save Your Honours 
.a considerable sum of money and at the same time be under a 
greater security of having the contract complied with. Accord- 
ingly on the 10th May we sent for him in and made the same 
demand of him as before viz., if he would lower the price? He. 
then told us he would contract for it at ARs. 5.12 the factory 
maund though he assured us he should be thereby a sufferer 
of 2 annaes in the maund.’ 

24. Having thus far reduced the price of that article" and 
finding it would not' be in our power to bring it any lower,’ we 
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53. As we. had but little money in.the ,treasu^ at that time,, 

and should be in want of a., good deal for the supply of the- 
aurungs before the arrival of the Europe ships, we agreed to 
take up at interest as far as one laack arid a half of Current 
Rupees (CRs. 150000). .. .. 

54. On the 25th June we ordered the cottah should be opened 
for the reception of ready money goods if offered, and as there 
are some cloths made in or near Calcutta and would probably 
be brought in by the weavers and delolls wheri> they knew we 
were purchasing, we likewise agreed to send two of our sorters 
to those places with about 800 rupees each to buy those sort- 
ments that we might by that means be ascertained of their neat 
cost and enabled to fix a price on what we should take in future. 

55. Mr. Holwell having bn the 3rd July laid before us two- 
accounts of the cost and charges of some sortments of cloth 
made in Calcutta of the kind purchased for Your Honours’’ 
investment to be a guide to us in our purchases of those goods- 
this season, we directed the Export "Warehouse Keeper to have 
some made in the same manner and lay before us the musters- 
with the cost and charges of making, which he accordingly did 
on the 16th of that month; the particulars of the cost etc., of 
the three pieces he then produced are entered upon the face of 
that day’s Consultations and turn out at a medium ARs. 3-3 per 
patch of soot romals, but then he remarked to the Board that 
this was the exact cost of those goods from the loom and that 
on providing a quantity they would cost from four to six annaes 
per piece more, no allowance having been made in the above 
calculate for delolly, picarry and other incidental charges etc.. 
He acquainted us at the same time that by the best information 
he could obtain the weavers would be able to make near five 
thousand (5000) pieces monthly of the fabrick proper for Your 
Honours, but this they would 'not engage to perform without 
they were in some particular degree encouraged and protected 
from being taken off their work by those not immediately 
employed for the Hon’ble Company. 

56. Upon an inspection of these musters and comparing them 
with those received of the merchants last year, we found them 
of a greatly superior quality and considerably cheaper. We 
therefore agreed the weavers should be set to work immediately 
for making a Quantity of these romals, and the easier to- 
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the following restrictions viz., those goods provided at the 
aurungs where the chokeys had really distressed the merchants 
and impeded the arrival of the doth to be taken on last year’s 
contract, those provided near us to be prized from the 30tb 
April and interest allowed them from that time, those goods 
which we consented to take from the consideration of their 
being provided on former orders, as they were not brought into- 
the cottah till near the last prizing, to be rejected and the penalty 
to be paid on the deficiency of their contracts; having acquainted 
them on what terms we would accept of the cloth then in our 
godowns they requested a little time to give their final answer 
thereto, which on the 23rd April they gave us when they would 
not comply with any of our proposals for several frivolous 
reasons which we could by no means admit of and therefore 
acquainted them once more if they were contented to give the 
cloth on the terms we had mentioned we would take it, other- 
wise we should reject the whole and charge the penalty on 
the deficiency of their contracts, which offers of ours being by 
them absolutely refused we bid them withdraw and ordered our 
Accomptant to settle their accompts with the penalty charged 
on the ballances of their contracts. 

26. As we have been this year obliged to provide Your 
Honours’ investment in a method entirely different to what has 
hitherto been followed, it will be necessary to set the whole 
transaction in as clear a light as we possibly can, that Your 
Honours may see the necessity we have been under of taking 
the steps we have done and from thence judge favourably of 
our conduct, should it not meet with all the success we flatter 
ourselves it may, and if in this detail we should appear rather 
too prolix, we hope Your Honours will excuse a fault we cannot 
well avoid in order to illustrate our motives for setting aside 
the customary methods of procuring your investments and pre- 

. ferring one that has many difficultys to contend with; having 
premised thus much we shall proceed to our narrative and begin 
with our orders on the 17th May to the merchants to prepare 
their proposals for contracting with us for the investment of 
the present year, directing our Export Warehouse Keeper at 
the same time to bring in the list of goods ordered by Your 
Honours in your last command [sj per Godolphin. 

27. The Export Warehouse Keeper accordingly on the 24th 
May laid before us a list of such goods, upon which the- 
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have several times .called upon them for that purpose but have 
not as yet been able to bring them all together on ..account- of 
indispositions and such like excuses, but as soon as we -have 
forwarded this dispatch we. shall peremptorily insist on their 
paying us their ballances or giving us the cloth in our godown 
upon reasonable terms. 

60. We must beg leave to deferr giving Your Honours any 
accounts of the contracts made at our subordinates for their 
investments till our letter under the established heads, as 
nothing very material or out of the usual road has occurred 
therein, 

61. Having finished what belongs to our investment v;e think 
it incumbent on us to take notice of some parts of Your 
Honours’ commands under date the 24th January; particularly 
that paragraph where Your Honours seem to think some of 
your servants have been underhand concerned in the contracts 
for the investment and that dadney has been advanced them 
under fictitious names. We are sorry to lay under such’ an 
imputation and infinitely more so, that Your Honours seem to 
give credit to a report of so malicious a nature, which we can 
with great confidence assure Your Honours from our own 
knowledge is uttei'ly false and an insinuation that we flatter 
■ourselveis Your Honours will be con-vinced from our conduct this 
year could not have the least foundation. 

62. Your Honours in the 38th paragraph of the above letter 
mention your having taken great pains to enquire into the utility 
of the office of a broker at this settlement and that reviving that 
•office upon the old footing will be of great service to the 
Company. We should have paid a due obedience to these orders 
had we continued to provide Your Honours’ investment in the 
usual method of contract with the dadney merchants, but we 
•apprehend such an office can be of no manner of use in the 
present model of conducting the business, and have therefore 
avoided appointing any person in that station ’till we see whether 
the plan we are now upon will answer the end better than 
resuming our former method of making contracts with our late 
•dadney merchants; should we be obliged to call them in again 
we shall punctually observe what Your Honours have said in 
respect to the office of broker and appoint some substantial 
person therein upon the most advantageous terms. 
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contract the present year’s investment on. After repeating to 
us their having suffered these three years past by Your Honours’ 
business they told us they could not on any account imdertake 
the investment upon the same terms they did the last year, -but 
that as they had served Your Honours almost from their infancy 
and lived under your protection, they would do their utmost to 
forward your business and were therefore willing to contract 
with us upon the following conditions and no others : First they 
would not contract on the old musters nor on those of last year, 
next they would not consent to a less advance than 85 per cent 
•dadney as was formerly practised and would contract for no 
ready money goods at all, that their cloth should be sorted mill 
moffick (and not in the present method), that is each parcell or 
toke brought into the godown should be divided into five letters 
and then prized agreable to their quality, that if their goods 
were detained in the way by chokeys or other impediments 
from the Government or if they delivered them into our godowns 
any time before the departure of all our Europe ships they could 
not consent to pay any penalty, and lastly that no penalty 
should be charged them on more than was short delivered of 
the money they were advanced. 

31. Upon a consideration of the above proposals of our 
merchants we found them so extravagantly unreasonable that 
we could not pretend to comply therewith in any shape what- 
ever, of which we acquianted them and asked them if they 
wpuld not recede from what they had proposed to us just now. 
Ramkissenseat thereupon replied that if we were content with 
the terms they had offered us he would contract, otherwise he 
absolutely refused to undertake any part of the investment him- 
self; esteeming this peremptory behaviour of Ramkissenseat’s 
as a piece of insolence and what merited our resentment we 
•dismissed him Your Honours’ dadney and bid him withdraw, 
flattering ourselves the making a severe example of so consider- 
able a person might have some good effect on the rest and induce 
theni to offer us better terms. 

32. We then agreed the President jointly with the Export 
Warehouse Keeper and his Deputy should examine Your 
■Honours’ general letters and standing orders relative to the 
investment and: form out of them some proposals on our side 
for the merchants t«v contract for the investment on.-' The 
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present to .the Durbar. every time a Chief went up. .We must 
.likewise, remonstrate. to Your. Honours the hardship of secluding 
irom the members of- the Board. the; stations of most advantage 
and. profit, without any.- apparent: emolument to the Hon’ble 
'Company;, • 

67. We have likewise taken into consideration Your Honours* 
•64th paragraph, of the same letter and. are of opinion it would 
rather be a prejudice than of service to have such an order 
•complied with, as the rotation of servants from one factory to 
.another would by that means leave them unacquainted with, 
•the business of any one factory, besides which it would be 
•difficult to obtain securities for servants going up when their 
stay was to be uncertain and constantly fiuctuatirig,. by which 
means they might be great sufferers by being called away in 
■the midst of their business and obliged to leave their debts un- 
jecovered. We have therefore agreed to avoid putting these 
•orders in force till we hear further from Your Honours, especial- 
ly as the Persick language may as easily be obtained (by an 
industrious application) in Calcutta as at any subordinate 
whatever. 

68. Mr. Paul Richard Pearkes 'being admitted to a seat at bur 
Board by Your Honours’ commands per Montfort we have 
•directed him to repair to this place as soon as his affairs will 
permit and have appointed to fill up the vacancys at Dacca 
Messrs. Hyndman and Waller as they will commence factors- 
very shortly after their having taken their, places in Council 
•there. We have been addressed by Mr. Harry Verelst to appoint 
him to that factory upon the vacancy which would happen when 
Mr. Pearkes left it, but as that gentleman is senior in the service 
to :Mr. Hyndman we did not comply with his request, as we 
think it a hardship that a person who. has been any time at a 
subordinate factory should be superceeded by one who has 
never been there. 

69. When Caroline Frederick Scott Esqr. arrives we shall* 
■pay a proper regard to Your Honours’ directions on that head 
and beg leave to deferr ’till his arrival giving our thoughts in 
■regard to some methods whereby part of the expences. Your- 
Honours must be at in fortifying, ttie place, may be borne by 
the inhabitants. 

70. Your Honours may rest assured "that every one of us in 
•our joint capacity of Council as well' as in our respective staitions 
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and so veiy inconsistant with Your Honours' expectatioi^ that 
we could not but think we should have deservedly incurred 
your displeasure had we accepted them. We were therefore 
unanimous in opinion that the merchants’ proposals should be 
rejected and other methods taken for procuring Your Honours’ 
investment this season which might better answer your orders 
for not risquing too much of your estate at once and have our 
goods brought early into the warehouse besides, which we are 
very . sensible from last year’s experience how little able our 
mercliants are to effect, even should we have contracted with 
them on their own terms. 

35. Publick notice was thereupon ordered to be aflSxed at 
the fort gates in the several languages that Your Honours’ 
musters should be exposed to Anew in the cottah, that if any 
person would contract with us for such sortments of goods, their 
terms would be accepted of, if adjudged reasonable by -the 
Board. 

36. As we were sensible we could never provide the whole 
investment by this method alone and as the uncertainty of 
having any contractors made it necessary to find out other 
means more to be depended on, we ordered the Export Ware- 
house Keeper and his Deputy to examine carefully Your 
Honours’ general letters and standing orders relative to this 
branch of your affairs, la3’' jrour sentiments and directions there- 
on before us and form a method to provide the same upon a 
plan the nearest corresponding noth your orders. 

37. Before we proceed any further we must beg Your 
Honours will candidly reflect on what we have already recited, 
observe the obstinacy and insolence of the merchants, our 
endeavours to induce them to offer terms more beneficial to 
Your Honours (by giving up the interest on their ready money 
contracts and considering the hardships they pretended they 
had suffered from the chokeys who had detained their boats), 
our making a severe example of the most considerable man 
among them in hopes of its' having a good effect upon the rest, 
and lastly their resolution not to relinquish any one point of 
their offers when we took the pains to repeat to them their own 
demands, article by article, and asked them if they would recede 
from any one, especially that of the large advance of dadney 
so positively forbid by your orders. When these thifigs are 
considered we flatter ourselves Your Honours will be convinced 
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74. We have already acquainted Your Honours that to induce, 
^e merchants to. undertake cheerfully and on. better terms the 
prbyision of our investment this year we had indulged them 
in a point which 'appeared to us but reasonable, that is settling 
their ready money accounts, with interest on the deficiency of 
their contracts, but having found them iso very insolent and so 
obstinate in refusing to contract with us on any terms but their 
own unreasonable ones, we called them in oh the 3rd August and 
directed them to sign their accounts for 1750 and 1751 in the 
manner already settled by the Accomptant, but they still insisted 
on being allowed the interest on the deficiencys of their ready 
money contracts if we took the penalty. However as they did 
hot all agree in what manner and from what date that interest 
should be allowed, we ordered the Accomptant to make . out 
some of their statements for our perusal, when we should consi- 
der if we could allow of any of their propositions. [The 
Accomptant] pursuant to this . direction laid before us on the 
9th August those Statements and one of the method [s] their 
accounts are already settled in and have been signed by thexn; 
haying considered thereof, the reasons we have abovementioned 
of. their obstinacy and insolence, added to fresh oi'ders we had 
this year received from Your Honours for settling their, accounts 
agreeable to the statement we had transmitted for your obser\^a« 
tion, determined us to retract our concession made in the 
beginning of the season, our motives for it being to induce them 
to undertake the investment on reasonable terms which they 
had since refused. We therefore ordered the merchants to sign 
their accounts in the manner they are already settled and Your 
Honours have approved of, and should they endeavour to evade 
it by creating delays, we shall take proper measures to compel 
them thereto. 

75. We are now to acquaint Your Honours that we have 
granted bills of exchange to the following persons at 2s. 3d. each 
rupee, the amount having been duly paid into the treasury. 

On September 1st a sett to Messrs. Man- 
ningham and Frankland account the 
Hon’ble Thomas Saunders Esqr. pay- 
able to the Hon’ble Thomas Saunders 
Esqr. or order for rupees 21600 @2/3 
is £St. 2430-0-0 

On do to do account do payable to do for 
rupees 21600 is 


£St. 2430-0-0 
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41. We then took into consideration the letter from the Ware- 
house Keepers, which being read again at the Board, we were 
of opinion it was the ;only means left us to procure Your 
Honours’ investment with any security, upon which we made 
the following, regulations for. the conduct of it, viz., that sub- 
stantial gomastahs approved of . by the Board should be employed 
at the aurungs, giving sufficient security for the discharge of 
their trust, and that they undertake no other than the Hon’ble 
Company’s business on forfeiture of their wages and allow- 
ances, that each gomastah have the different musters of the 
cloth (made at the aurungs he is destined to) delivered him for 
his guide as well as the head letters of the musters of last year’s 
prizing, with orders to keep up to that goodness and' prepare 
as soon as possible fifty or one hundred (50 or 100) pieces of 
each sortment and send them down for our inspection, that no 
gomastah employed at the adjacent aurungs be ‘entrusted with 
more than twenty thousand rupees (Rs. 20,000) at one time, that 
the lengths and breadths of each species of cloth be' given in 
writing to the gomastah and he directed to keep strictly to 
them, that all occurrences relative to the investment ' be con- 
sulted and approved of in Council before it be executed and 
that the gomastahs be ordered to send frequent advices of their 
proceedings, addressed to the Board. We likewise agreed that 
no banyan or servant belonging to any member of the Board be 
employed as a gomastah. 

42. The regulation for addressing all letters and advices from 
the aurungs to the Board, being founded on the objection Mr. 
Holwell seemed to think there lay against the Warehouse 
Keepers having that office, was upon further consideration 
esteemed to be very inconvenient as the delays in summoning 
a Council upon the receipt of every letter would be many and 
frequent and no small interruption to the carrying on of the 
business. It was therefore thought necessary that some one 
person should be appointed to receive advices, proposals etc., 
for carrying into execution the present plan of our investment, 
so that they might in due form and order be laid before, us for 
our consideration and directions, and as this office more parti- 
cularly related to the warehouse, we agreed the Export Ware- 
house Keeper should be empowered to receive such proposals, 
advices etc., and- lay them regularly before the Board, whose 
resolutions and orders through him should be transmitted back. 
The influence taken notice of by Mr. Holwell which a Warehouse 
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On do to do account Robert Clive pay-' 
able to Capt. Robert Clive or order 
for rupees 14237-15-6 

On do to do by order of Mr. Sloper pay- 
able to John Starke Esqr. for 
rupees. 1333-5-3 

On do to do by order of do payable to 
Charles Floyer Esqr. for rupees 
4316-12-3 

On do to do by order of the Hon’ble . 
Thomas Saunders Esqr. payable to 
Charles Floyer Esqr; or order for 
rupees 24073-11-0 

On do to Charles Manningham Esqr. on 
his own account payable to Thomas 
Manningham Esqr. or order for 
rupees 2000 

On do to Messrs. Manningham and Frank- 
land account James Barton payable 
to James Barton or order for 
rupees 9916 

On do to do account Solomon Franco pay- 
able to Solomon Franco for 
rupees 18606-10-9 is 

On do to do account Rodolphus de Gingen 
payable to Captain Rodolphus de 
Gingen and Mr. Jean Boisseir or 
order for Rs. 53737 

On do to do by order of Henry Vansittart 
, payable to Captain Jolm Dalton or 
order for rupees 47783-12-9 

On do to Mr. William Mackett account 
Captain John Clark payable to Mr. 
Thomas Mander of Tottenham 
Gloucestershire or order for 
rupees 1917-1-0 


£St. 1601-15-5 

£St. 150-0-0 

£St. 485-12-9 

£St. 2708-5-9 

£St. 225-0-0 

£St. 1115-11-0 

£St. 2093-5-0 

£St, 6045-8-3 

• ^ 

I 

£St. 5375-12-6 


£St. 2229-8-4 
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with liberty to take more when he arrives at the aurungs as he 
sees occasion, that his son would be his security as well as the 
houses and possessions he had in Calcutta, that he would 
provide the cloth he is directed to purchase without any further 
advantages whatever than the allowance beforementioned, that 
we must stand to all bad debts, except those which arise on the 
providing of cloth by means of puttun, which it is customary 
for a deloll to be answerable for on receiving the usual delolly. 
As these proposals appeared to us very reasonable and fair, we 
agreed to employ him at Santipore as our gomastah upon the 
terms he had mentioned, and as he has possessions in the place 
to a much larger amount than he will ever be entrusted with 
at one time, we thought the security of his son jointly with 
himself very sufficient, especially as the cash keeper will be one 
of our own appointment and have one of the keys of the cash 
chest. At the same time we acquainted Kissenchum that if we 
found him guilty in charging Your Honours more than he paid 
for the cloth or any fraud whatever we should not only make 
him refund the over charge but mulct him very severely. There- 
upon we gave orders to the Export Warehouse Keeper to provide 
the cash keeper and other assistants to attend him and to get 
their security bonds and teeps drawn out. 

46. Mr. Edward Eyre thinking the security offered by Kissen- 
chum was not sufficient and ought not to be accepted by us gave 
in his reasons for dissenting thereto in a letter on the 18th; 
having considered the purport thereof we were of opinion it 
was obvious from what had passed on the 14th that the security 
the Board depended on was the general opinion that he was a 
responsible person and known to have large possessions in the 
settlement; his refusing therefore to make over such possession 
in formal mortgage bond as security was really no objection as 
he could not do it without injury to his credit and character 
and as he acknowledges in the teep (that day laid before us) 
they were answerable for all frauds and embezzlements by him 
committed, nor could it reasonably be expected that an in- 
different person would become security for any gomastah 
without some venal equivalent. As to the objection of the cash 
keeper’s having orders to deliver what sums the gomastah may 
demand, though that cannot be avoided, yet this cash' keeper 
would be a considerable check on the gomastah by regularly 
entering the particulars of every purchase for which any sums 
will be advanced. , . . ' ; 
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trouble arose we must, inform Your Honours, that Mr. Mannin- 
gham on the 18th day of . April delivered. in a letter to .the Board 
accompanying an award in. a dispute, , which he was made 
arbitrator of, by order, -of .the Gpyernour and Council when 
Zemindar, between, one Abdel Nuby Cawn and Mohunpursaud 
inhabitant of this place, in which award the above Mohunpur- 
saud was ordered to pay Abdel Nuby Caym the sum of Rs, 3000 
with the interest thereon. We made enquiry into the dispute 
and finding the award but just arid v6ry favourable to the party 
cast, we directed Mr. Holwell, the present Zemindar, to put the 
same in execution or in. case of Mohunpursaud’s refusing to 
abide thereby, to compel him to the payment, of the penalty 
incurred in the arbitration bonds. 

80. After some.. days pa.st in which -Mr. Hqlwell had endea- 
voured to prevail on this Mohunpvrsaud to comply with the- 
tenour of the award and when we expected to have heard of his 
having executed our orders on that head,, we were surprised to 
find- him complain in a. letter which he delivered the 30th April 
that as he was sending Mohunpursaud to the cutcherry in- 
obedience to our directions he was snatched from his custody 
by Mr. John Wood, upon pretence of speaking with , whom he- 
had permitted Mohunpursaud to call in at his house for a little- 
while. but that his peons informed him after a little conference- 
Mr. Wood pushed Mohunpursaud -into his compting house, locked 
the door and took the key with. him refusing to deliver him. 
up on the demand of the peons, unless .they would pay him 
(-14000) fourteen .thousand rupees which he pretended -was due 
to him from Mohunpursaud, and that Mr. Wood went imme- 
diately to the Mayor’s Court and procured a warrant for the 
seizure of Mohunpursaud’s person who was quickly after carried 
to prison. 

81. Upon the above complaint of Mr. Holwell we sent for 
Mr. Wood and demanded of him by what authority he presumed, 
to take Mohunpursaud from the Zemindar’s custody and make 
him a prisoner in his own house as set forth by Mr. Holwell?' 
He. pretended that Mohunpursaud had told him when he called 
into his house of the occasion of his being in custody, and that 
the scandal of being sent to the cutcherry would oblige him to 
leave the place as it would be impossible for him to shew his- 
face after such an ignominy and as he was largely indebted to 
nim he thought himself obliged to take every legal method^ to- 
save his own property and therefore bid him go to hir. compting. 
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with thorn if they could bo pi'cvailcd on to recede from the 
term? they had hitherto insisted on, which he was well assured 
they would willjni'ly do and then he thought the usual method 
of pri'vidsnjt the invcstmcnl by their moans would be more 
tdif.ibl*.' in many rcsnocts than sending gomastahs to the aurungs. 

r*1. Ujion tahing the above motion into consideration wc 
it noco.'T-ary to make the following observations, that 
:t v-'O:- ('crtain the merciianls had assembled themselves of a 
ni.eht h-it'.'y. and v/o knew no other end for their meeting in this 
unca* manner than to throw obstacles in our way and 

ion di lay in our })rcsent undertaking for the investment, 
t'jat puMick notice had been nfTined and now remained at the 
for*, rater that we were willing to contract witli any one on 
terms, then-fore if any of our late dadney merchants 
h:.d an ':u'I:na;:on to contract, their propo.sals would be listened 
t<* and :r.*-u jf rcaronable. but that tlicir making overtures 
t»i ! .-.rtirular :r,i mb*-r.‘: was a mark of their crafty designs to 
intvriup; ;};i’ prornrr- of the inve.stment, for if their intentions 
w. 1 ? c.-i-d tijry •.vovihi n.-itiirally offer thomsolvos publickly and 
?f hi-'.tvr t'.r.ms than they had hitherto done and given 
te a .-uvwer they would not recede from in the least 

wla-n tr.f-y were interrogated to every particular article 
they n ouind. .Mr. Holv.’oll on the 25th Juno delivered in a 
h tier v.-r.h ins reasons wliy Mr. Eyre's motion should not be 
with and the dadney merchants be secluded from 
havinr; any hand in the piovision of the investment this j'^ear at 
least, v.'hich corresponding with the sentiments of the Board 
evo resolved to avoid calling tlicm in for the present in a body 
!)ut that if any separate merchant had proposals to make for 
.•e.'sciy money contracts they miglit offer themselves freely with- 
out giving any umbrage and wo should be pleased to make 
contracts with our black inhabitants and Armenians on reason- 
able terms and witli any certainty of their engagements being 
complied with. Mr. Eyre tliereupon desired leave to acquaint 
us he was far from thinking (from the ix-asons set forth in his 
letter) the purchasing by gomastahs advantageous for our 
hon’ble masters, therefore ho could not agree thereto and dec- 
lared whatever gomastahs were sent in future were against his 
•consent. 

52. Mr. Eyre’s two letters and Mr. Holwell’s answer to his 
last are transmitted in this packett under their respective 
numbers as marked in the list. 


125 Do£ A 
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Jonathan Ranson copy of . the 85th paragraph thereof and require 
his answer if he would pay' the amount of -the bill ■ .we had. 
affiled in the Mayor’s , Court against him and by that, means- 
prevent further prosecution, to which he replied he could not. 
consent to pay that demand, unless proved a just one by the- 
course of our laws, to the decision of which he should leave it. 

85. We likewise directed the Secretary to. send Mr. Lawrence* 
Witherington copy of the paragraph relating to his making the 
gunpowder at a cheaper rate, which he has replied to by a letter,, 
copy whereof is enclosed for Your Honours’ obsexyation. The- 
inconveniences, he complains of therein we shall give him such, 
relief in as we possibly can. 

86. We have lately received a remittance, of new .Sicca. 
Rupees sixty one thousand five hundred and thirty eight 
(SRs. 61538) from the gentlemen at Surat by order of the 
President and Council at Bombay and do shortly expect another- 
remittance of ninety thousand rupees (Rs. 90000), which will 
be of great service to Your Honours’ affairs at this place. 

87. By the Sea Horse sloop which arrived on the 23rd July 
the President and Cotmcil at Madrass wrote us a letter under 
date the 20th June, in which they .complain of some of our 
Bengall ships who had imported to the southward of Fort St. 
David, by which means Your Honours’ customs had been, 
affected, and in that letter they enclosed us a standing order 
dated in the year 1734, and hoped we would take care to pre- 
vent in future the occasions of this complaint. After we had' 
received Your Honours’ commands per Montfort and wrote to 
them a second time to know what they intended to do in the- 
appointment of the Coast and Bay 'ships, , we took notice of , that 
part of their letter per Sea Horse and expressed our concern 
at their reviving a standing order of near twenty years ago, the* 
impossibility of complying with which we set . forth in some 
cogent reasons, but as that letter of theirs may make an impres- 
sion on Your Honours to our- disadvantage ;We beg leave to- 
repeat the several reasons -we made use . of in the above letter 
and which have induced the owners of ships belonging to .this 
settlement to import at other- places on the coast than Madrass- 
or Fort St. David. We must take notice the present unfavour- 
able jimcture would render our complying with that regulation 
of Your Honours an apparent' prejudice, to our fortunes, akthe- 
tfdubles on .that coast have greatly, detriinented if .not entirely 
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procure what we shall be in want of we ordered piiblick notice 
should be affixed at the fort gates and the dole sent round to 
interdict any persons from providing the Company’s sortments. 
of soot romals except those immediately impowered by us. 

57. Several musters of other kinds of coloured goods indent- 
ed for by Your Honours were laid before us by the Warehouse- 
Keepers on the 2nd August, with the particulars of their, cost 
and charges as they turn out from the loom, on which will be- 
an advance from 6 to 8 annaes per piece when any quantity is 
provided. The sortments were as follows viz., coopees 1000- 
threads 20 and 2 each AEs. 2.6 as., soot romalls fine 45 and 
upon a medium AEs. 4.4, Barnagur roomalls 17J and If upon, 
a medium AEs. 2.6. Upon examination of these musters and- 
comparing them with those of last year we found they far 
exceeded them in quality and were much cheaper and therefore- 
directed the Warehouse Keeper to set about making a provision, 
of such a quantity as Your Honours had ordered. 

58. We have now gone through every particular transaction, 
of our conduct in this material branch of Your Honours’ affairs, 
in which we hope we have manifested a proper attachment to 
the interest of our hon’ble employers. What may further occurr- 
herein we shall particularly advise Your Honours of in our letter- 
under the established heads. Only we think it necessary for 
your satisfaction to acquaint Your Honours some musters have- 
arrived from two or three aurungs, which upon being inspected 
we had the pleasure to find of a much better fabrick than we- 
have prized in our cottah for many years, the lengths and’ 
breadths very well kept up and the prices (even with a large- 
allowance for way charges, gomastah’s wages etc.) greatly 
reduced. We cannot however pretend to ascertain Your 
Honours the whole investment will turn out so well, but as we- 
continually repeat in our orders to the gomastahs a charge to- 
be very carefull in preserving the quality of their goods and 
to take none that the inferiour to the musters of last year, we- 
havie great hopes the provision we shall this season make will’ 
meet with Your Honours’ approbation. 

59. In order if possible to comply with Your Honours’ desire- 
of having a ship or two dispatched from hence in September,, 
we came to a resolution of demanding the ballances due from 
bur dadney merchants to induce them by that means to give 
us the cloth they have in our .godowns at a reasonable rate. We 
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him into' Go'uncil and asked him in what lime he could get his 
ship ready to proceed to- Europe, to which he' replyed that he 
believed it would not be j)ossible to do it in less than two months 
^s she -was in want of a good deal of caulking. As this is a 
small vessell and we imagine we shall (by the time she can be 
got ready) have goods, sufficient to compleat her tonnage, we 
have come to a resolution of dispatching her to Your Honours 
as soon as ever the season ■ will permit, • and as she will 
be sent to England directly from hence we are in hopes she will 
arrive pretty early with' YoUr Honours. 

90. In' relation to. what Your Honours have required of us 
concernihg the deposit made at Hughley. oh account ‘.ot the 
capture of the St. datherin'e, we must inform Your Honours we 
have made .all the enquiry into that affair that we could and 
find there was a deposit made in the hands of Coja Wazeed and 
Coja.Mirza of 650,00 rupees, 57000 in the former’s and 8000 in 
the latter’s as vacquels for the Armenians, with directions to 
•divide it ampng the proprietors and it remained in their hands 
till about six months past when Coja Wazeed (on his going to 
Muxadavad) acquainted the Nabob that no persons had appJyed 
to him for that money and desired to know if he should repay 
it to him, the Nabob, who ordered Wazeed so to do, and the 
truth of which we are well satisfyed of, as Coja Wazeed apply ed 
to Omichund to advance who, not being sufficiently in' cash, 
likewise gave him an order on his gomastah Ozoodram at 
Hadnagur, from whence the money was carried in dooleys. 
Coja Wazeed was' also obliged to repay at the same time the 
■8000 rupees deposited in the hands of Coja Mirza so that YoUr 
Honours will perceive an application for that money now will 
be of ho signification. 


91. In our advices last, year we' acquainted Your Honours 
■of our having petitioned the Mayor’s Court in the affairs or 
Deepchurvd’s deposite, to which we had received no ansv/er, 
and in consequence of your orders this season we directed our 
attorney to move the Court once more for an answer to that 
petition, which he has accordingly done but upon their taking 
it into consideration, they have thought proper to dismiss it 
ior want 'of a representative bn the part of Mr. Cole, not deem- 
ing themselves warranted or authorized to dispose of that 
deposit without' His Majesty’s directions. 
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63. Last season we transmitted Your Honours Mr. HolwelTs. 
state of the revenues, but as you have in your commands of this 
year directed us to send a particular account of your revenues,.* 
as Your Honours are satisfyed, under proper regulations they 
must bo much more considerable than you have hitherto expe- 
rienced them to bo, we have therefore come to a resolution to 
take into consideration, after these dispatches are forwarded 
hcnco, that state of the revenues as we had not time to do it 
when Mr. Holwcll laid it -before us and have been' ever since 
taken up in the management of the Investment, When we have- 
made a strict scrutiny into this branch of Your Honours’ affairs, 
wc shall fully give our sentiments • thereon, with the several 
particulars by Your Honours required of us and are now to- 
express our humble thanks for the permission given us to relieve 
and assist the poor, which we shall take into our serious consi- 
deration- at the same time wo do the state of the revenues and 
act therein as shall to us appear just and reasonable. 

64. Mr. Collet I being arrived from Cossimbuzar was on the 
9th July admitted to his seat at the Board and directed to take- 
charge of the buxey connah. 

65. When Your Honours’ covenanted servants who came here- 
on the Mont fort wore arrived in town, we called them in before- 
us and demanded of them how they were treated by the respec- 
tive captains they came out with; they replied extremely well 
and were then stationed in the respective offices as minuted on 
the Consultation of the 30th July. 

6. Upon a consideration of Your Honours’ 63rd paragraph in 
your letter under date the 24th January 1753 we are of opinion 
Your Honours were unacquainted with the inconveniences that 
would attend our complying with such an oi’der. We must 
therefore beg leave to represent them in a proper light. We 
must in the first place observe to Your Honours that should a 
Chief of a subordinate factory be called down upon being of 
Council, the succe.ssion to such posts would be extremely quick 
as places of that importance could not be filled up but by 
servants the nearest to Council and the disadvantage this would 
bo to the Hon’ble Company will easily appear when it is consi- 
dered that the little stay each Chief would by this means be able 
to make would never aiford time sufficient to make themselves 
masters of the business of their factory, besides which there 
would be a charge of ten or twelve thousand rupees, the usual 
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happen. to the other vessel Your Honours may not be disappoint- 
ed im- hearing from 'us and we have desired - the gentlemen to 
send the packets by separate ships should they both arrive safe. 

2. Since writing the forementioned letter, we have the 
pleasure to congratulate Your Honours on the safe arrival here 
of the Winchelsea, Falmouth, Egmont and Elizabeth. 

3. As nothing very material has occurred since our last dis- 
patches went away from hence, we must beg leave to close this 
letter after having advised Your Honours of the sums for which 
we have given bills of exchange of this date, payable ninety 
days after sight as usual and the amounts have been duly 
accounted for before we granted the bills, viz.. 

On- the 17th September 1753 of Messrs. 

Manningham and Frankland 
CRs. . 3160-8-0 payable . to Capt. 

Rodophus De Gingin and Jean 
Boisser or order is . 

On do do of Messrs. Manningham and 
Frankland CRs. 32395-11-0 payable to 
Captain John Dalton or order is 

On do do of Charles Manningham Esqr. 

CRs. 20000 payable to Robert Goodere . 

Esqr. or order is 

On do do of Mr. Harry Verelst 
CRs. 222-3-6 payable to "Wm. Fraiser 
or order is 

4. The whole amount of bills of exchange which we have 
given on Your Honours is Crs, 55778-6-6 or £St. 6275-1-4. 

5. Colonel Scott having been a little ' indisposed since his 
arrival has not yet been able to give his attendance at the Board; 
but as he is now recovered we shall take into consideration 
Your Honours’ orders relating to the fortifying of this settle- 
ment and what metlmd will be the most eligible to ease Your 
Honours in part of so heavy an expence attendant thereon. 


£St. 355-li-l 

£St. 3644-10-3 


£St. 2250-0-0 


£St. 25-0-0 
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■will with our utmost assiduity endeavour to eradicate any abuses 
in the management of your affairs that may come to our khoW- 
ledge; we shall like-wiise keep a watchful! eye upon the mah- 
jjer of living among Your Honours’ servants, arid check what- 
ever may to us appear extravagant and e^ehsive, but -with 
humble submission we niust mention to Your Honours that 
we apprehend some misrepresentations has made Your Ho- 
nours conceive a disgust at pur manner of living, as it is rather 
the dearness of every kind of provisions that occasions our 
•expences to run so high than any uncommon extravagancies 
•committed by your servants themselves, whose allowances 
are indeed too small to bear the necessary charges of living 
suitably when they come of station. We should therefore 
esteem it a mark of the greatest favour if Your Honours 
would take this into consideration and act therein as shall 
seem to your justice reasonable. In the meantime we beg 
leave to repeat our assurances that no care on our parts sh^ 
he wanting to rectifye any mismanagements that come to our 
knowledge and we hope Your Honours will by the transac- 
tions of this year be fully convinced of our integrity as weU 
as diligence in your affairs and attachment to the true inte- 
resT of our employers, in which we shall make it our business 
to persevere and heartily pursue every path that we think will 
lead us to Your Honours’ esteem. 


71. Your Honours are pleased to take notice that Messrs. 
Bellamy and Crichton are not stationed in any offices on the 
list we transmitted from hence of Your Honours’ covenanted 
servants and direct us to acqua-int Your Honours why they have 
not been employed as well as the rest of the servants in some 
manner or other, to which we must answer that Mr. Bellamy 
has been employed at times -both in the Secretary’s office and 
■export warehouse and his being left unstationed in the list must 
we imagine be owing to some mistake. 

72. We shall take care to put in execution Your Honours’ 
■orders in relation to the fresh covenants and transmit them in 
the packets of this year’s ships. 

73. We have likewise given notice to the servants here and 
nt the subordinates of your commands about acquainting us a 
twelvemonth before they resign your service and shall take 
particular care to comply with your orders thereon. 
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On do to do do account Mrs. Elizabeth 
Stratton, for CRs. 968-12-3 payable 
to David Solomons @ 2/3 is 

On do to do do by order of Messrs. Wailsh 
and Vansitart for CRs. 8636-12-3 pay- 
able to Messrs. George and Charles 
Brett (S) 2/3 is 

On do to do do for CRs*. 2791-2-0 payable 
to Mrs. Rebecca Cassmajor @ 2/3 is 

On do to do for CRs. 487 payable to Miss 
Eleanor Powney @ 2/3 is 

On do to do do for CRs. 1860-15-6 payable 
to Cornelius Goodwin Esqr. @ 2/3 
is 

On do to do do account Captain John 
Dalton for CRs. 4855-14-3 payable to 
Joseph Powke @ 2/3 is 

. On do to do do account Captain Rodolphus 
De Gingin for CRs. 6945-12-6 payable 
to Captain Rodolphus De Gingin 
and Mr. Jean Boissier @ 2/3 is 

On do to do do by order of Messrs. Walsh 
and Vansitart for CRs. 6149-6-6 pay- 
able to Joseph Fowke Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On 31st do to do do for CRs. 17777-12-6 
payable to do @ 2/3 is 

On do to do do for CRs. 17777-12-6 pay- 
able to do @ 2/3 is 

On ditto to do do for CRs. 26088-14-0 pay- 
able to do @ 2/3 is 

On do to Messrs. Manningham and Frank- 
land by order of Mr. Andrew Ross 
for two chests of coral marked 
[symbol] No. 1 and 2 shipped by 
Isaac and Samuel Tolly for CRs. 
11300 payable to Isaac and Samuel 

■ • Tolly @ 2/3 is 


£St. 108-19-4- 

£St. 971-12-8- 
£St. 314-0-0 
£St. 54-16-4 

£St. 209-7-2 

£St. 546-5-8: 

£St. 781-8-0- 

.£St. 691-16-1 
£St, 2000-0-0 
£St. 2000-0-0 
£St. 2935-0-0 

£St. 1271-5-0- 



SiSEPTEMBER 1753 

On do to do account, do payable. to do for 
rupees 21600 is , . . . . . 

‘On do to Mr. George Gray payable to Mr. 
Henry , Allen or order for rupees 
1911-1-9 is . ; 

On do to Mr, John Browne for returns of 
1 chest of coral. marked. MMDC/IP 
No. 1 imported per ^ip Durrington 
sold by Solomon Franco at Fort St. 
George payable to Mr. Solomon 
Franco or order for rupees 13715-8-0 

On do to dp account Solomon Franco pay-, 
able to do or order for rupees 7424-5-6 

On do to Messrs. Manningham and Frank- 
land by order of the Hon’ble Richard 
Bourcliier Esqr. payable to Mrs. Sarah 
Hawkins or order for rupees 355-8-9 

On do to the Hon’ble Roger Drake Esqr. 
and Mrs. Charles Manningham 
account Abraham and Jacob Franco, 
being produce of coral 1 chest B No. 1 
imported per ship Colchester, payable 
to Abraham and Jacob Franco or 
order for rupees 5519-8-9 is 

On do to Messrs. Manningham and Frank- 
land account the Hon’ble Thomas 
Saunders Esqr. payable to the 
Hon’ble Thomas Saunders- Esqr. or 
order for rupees 941-15-9 

On do to do account Samson Gideon by 
order of Walsh and Vansittart being 
account returns of 7 chests silver 
marked S. G. No. 4C 10, imported to 
Madrass per ships Essex, Scarbro’, 
Duke of Dorset, Wager and Hardwicke 
anno 1751 payable to Samson Gideon 
or order for rupees 37748-14-0 
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: £St. 2430-0-a 

' £St. 552-10-0- 

£St. 1542-19-11 

. . £St. 835-4-9' 

£St. 40-0-0' 

£St. 620-19-0' 

£St. 105-19-6 

£St. 4246-14-11 
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5. We wish her a safe and speedy passage to Your Honours- 
and are with the greatest respects. 

May it please Your Honours 

* Your faithful and most obedient, 
-humble servants, 

Roger Drake Juhr./E. H. Cruttenden/C. Manningham/ 
Richd. Becher/W. Frankland/M. Collett/W. Mackett/; 
Edward Eyre. 


Port WiUiam, 

the 31st December; 1753. 

(Ref. Copies of Public General Letters to Court 1753-54,. 
S. No. 3, pp. 1 — 3.) 

37 

LETTER DATED 4 JANUARY 1754 

Credit for adequate provision of tonnage for all ships claimed 
* — Company’s failure to get a. parwana from the Chuta Nawdb- 
for free importation of rice in Calcutta — differences with the 
Madras Council on the question of trading on the Coromandel' 
coast — proposed legislation for the levy of duty on sale of 
houses — plea for reduction of duties on imports — establishment 
of the Court of Requests. 

T O the Hon’ble the Court of Directors ior Affairs of the- 
Hon’ble the United Company of Merchants of England; 
trading to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours 

1. By some of our country shipping bound for Madrass we 
■gave Your Honours a summary accoimt of your affairs under 
our management from the dispatch of the Oxford till that time,, 
copy of which letters are enclosed in this packet. 

2. In that address, we confined ourselves to the most material 
parts of our transactions and promised Your Honours a more- 
circumstantial detail in our letter under the established heads,, 
which we shall comply with by this vessel and 
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On do to Messrs. Manninghaxn and Prank- 
land by order of Messrs. Walsh and 
Vansittart of Madrass account Capt, 
James Kilpatrick payable to George 
Stanyford and Charles Brett for 
rupees 8636-12-3 

On do to Mr. George Gray payable to 
Messrs. Gosling and Bennett or order 
for Rs. 2500 

On do to Mr. William Fullerton payable 
to Mr. John Willis or order for 
Rs. 864 


£St. 971-12-9 

£St. 281-5-0 

£St. 97-4-0 


76. The amount that we have granted bills for is 
•rupees 343239-15-3 or £St. 38614-9-10. 


77. In the month of March last we had an application made 
to u.s by the Directore and Council of Hughley for a payment 
of a sum of money said by them to be due from Your Honours 
to their Company, on account of their proportion of the sale of 
sundries taken from the Ostenders in the year 1733, and our 
proportion of a sum of money by them paid to the Nabob on 
that occasion, our reply to which application was that the 
transaction was out of our knowledge and that we could not 
•comply with 'till we received your orders thereon but promised 
them to acquaint Your Honours of their demand, which we now 
enclose for your perusal and shall follow such orders thereon 
as Your Honours shall think fit to give. 


78. By the Oxford and Chesterfield Your Honours had our 
separate Consultations on the charges laid against Govindram 
Metre by Mr. Holwell, the result of which being to mulct him 
in the sum of CRs. 3397-10-6 we ordered the Secretary to levy 
the same on the 2nd April, which was accordingly received bi- 
as Your Honours shall think fit to give. 

79. An affair of an uncommon nature having this year 
occurred in our settlement and since we have been obliged to 
use the extent of our authority to put a stop to the proceedings 
of that kind for the future, we shall relate the matter as circum- 
.stantially as it will admit of and leave it to Your Honours to 
judge if the provocation we received did not merit the resent- 
ment it met with. To begin at the source from whence the 
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what has been landed from each ship will be transmitted in 
their respective packets. 

10. Having advertised that we should be in want of a vessel 
to transport some stores and artificers to the Negrais, the sloop 
Success was offered us on the 30th July at 2000 A. Rupees, which 
being surveyed and the owners having reduced the sum to 1500 
A.Rupees, we accepted of the proposal and dispatched her thither 
with such stores as they had indented for, and what artificers 
we could [procure], which were only 20 briklayers and 20 
cooleys, informing Mr. Himten that we might probably get 
some carpenters' and caulkers to proceed thither on the arrival 
of the country shipping, but that at present we could not possibly 
induce any of those two professions to engage in this service. 

11. We were a good deal concerned to find on the 25th 
October that the above sloop was obliged to return without being 
able to reach her port, on accoimt of having fallen to leeward 
•of it, and being likewise in great want of provisions and water. 
We dispatched her back the next day to Mr. Hunter and inform- 
ed him of^he accident which had occasioned the disappointment 
and delay of his not having received these stores and artificers 
long before. 

12. Your Honours having directed the stores and materials 
wanted in future for the use of your marine should be con- 
tracted for by [the] Board, Mr. Ranson in consequence of that 
order sent a letter to our Secretary requesting him to inform u& 
that he had several materials by him which he would dispose 
of on very reasonable terms, and which he imagined would be 
very serviceable to Your Honours’ marine, upon wh[ich] we 
•directed Mr. Cooke our Secretary to acquaint him we should 
make no contract of that kind till the arrival of Captain Button 
whom you had appointed Master Attendant and whose report 
- we thought necessary before we engaged in any purchases foT 
the marine. 

13. Captain Christopher Baron having in a letter to the 
Board on the 17th September offered 24000 C.Rupees for r 
freight of the Winchelsea on a cotmtry voyage, we took e 
•same in1:o consideration, and were of opinion we ought no o 
comply with Captain Baron’s terms, till we had tryed wh|^ er 
we could by a means procure a larg[er] sum, and as our 
Honours in all probability will suffer a whole years demor^e 
for every ship that we may be necessitated to detaan m the 
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house the door of which he shut and went to the Mayor’s Court 
where he affiled a bill of complaint-, against the said Mohun- 
pursaud and obtain from that .court a warrant to arrest his 
person. He likewise with some insolence told us if he had done 
an illegal thing he was ready to answer it at the Mayor’s Court 
if prosecuted. The question was then put to him whether he 
did not know that Mohunpursaud was under the arrest and 
custod}’’ of the Zemindar? Which at first he denied but after- 
wards he replied, it’ was not his business to know that. The 
Zemindar’s peons that had Mohunpursaud in custody were then 
called in and interrogated before Mr. Wood what ' they knew 
of this aiiair, who corroborated what Mr. Holwell in his letter 
had set forth, upon which Mr. Wood was bid to withdraw. 

82. When we considered the whole of this transaction! Mr. 
Wood’s behaviour appeared so insolent and unprecedented and 
manifested so open a contempt of the authority of’ this Board 
that we were determined to’ make him feel the weight of ' our 
resentment and by this example of ouf resolution to preserve 
the respect due to us by -the inhabitarfts of this settlement and 
deter any others from attempting in future to spurn at our 
power. We therefore agreed that the Secretary should direct 
him to prepare for a retufh to England by the first of this year’s 
shipping, having by this indecent conduct forfeited all indul- 
gences and privilsdges allowed him by Your Honours in his 
indentures as a free merchant. 

83. The gentlemen at Fort St. George in a letfer under date 
the 12th Febniary having enclosed an indent made by David 
Hunter Esqr. for sundry stores arid artificers for the use of 
Your Honours’ new establishment at the Negrais, we have com- 
plied therewith as far as it lay in our power and have forwarded 
thither by a sloop freighted for that purpose such stores as they 
had indented for, and what artificers we could prevail on to go. 
We have hopes when all our country ships are imported we shall 
be able to procure some caulkers and carpenters to proceed 
thither likewise and have wrote to the President and Council of 
Fort St. George to know if they shall have any conveyances 
bound to the Negrais at that season of the year or whether it 
would be more convenient to send them on a vessell directly 
from hence. 

84. Upon the receipt of Your Honours’ commands per Montt 
fort we directed our- Secretary to transcribe and send Mr. 
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. 17. We have likewise laden [on board] of those ships a thou- 
sand baggs of saltpetre and fifteen hundred baggs of fool sugar 
on Your Honours’ account and have dispatched the Winchelsea 
from hence the 24th ultimo with what freight had been then 
offered, as it may be of great service to Your Honours’ affairs 
to have her return early the next season. 

18. We flatter ourselves our manner [of] proceeding and 
endeavour to procure freight for your ships, equal to your 
expectations, will ■ meet wRh Your Honours’ approbation and 
clear us from any suspicion of having been biassed by any 
private motives of our own, and as Your Honours complain that 
such of your ships as have been sent on country voyages have 
succeeded ill for wa[nt] of a sufficient stock, we have, to obviate 
that complaint, laden on those two ships the sugar and saltpetre 
already mentioned, and wish it may meet with a favourable sale. 

19. The Dragon has been permitted to come up to town as 
she is a small ship and consequently runs but little risque and 
as it will save Your Honours a considerable expence in the 
lading and unlading of her. 

20. We have likewise been obliged to permit Captain Field 
to bring the Falmouth up to town as she sprung a leak and there 
was no possibility of heaving her down at Rogues’ River. The- 
Master Attendant’s report of her bottom is entered after our 
Consultations of the 20th December. 


21. Captain Richard Drake in a letter of the 5th of November 
informed the Board the warehouse banian had weighed off only 
600 baggs of saltpetre for the Durrington and told him he had 
no orders to weigh off any .more; which ind[uced] him to request 
we would let him know what quantity we purposed to lade on. 
board, as she would not have near sufficient dead weight in lier 
bottom if we put no more than the above 600 baggs in her. We 
thereupon directed our Secretary to inform him that 40 tonns- 
was the quantity specified in charterparty and if he wanted more 
he must petition the Board for it on half freight as is customary. 
He has since requested 900 baggs on half freight, which we- 
have complied with, reserving to ourselves the power of turn- 
ing it whole freight if we think proper. 


22. The President and Council of Fort St. George m a letter 
dated the 15th of October has made us the following r^ly to 
our offer lett [ing] them two of Your Honours’ ships on freignt 
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ruined the markets there and more especially at Madrjass and 
Fort St. David, where goods belonging to the gentlemen here 
have lain there three or four years, and unsold even to this day^ 
whereby they have been sufferers in the loss, of interest full 
forty or fifty per cent on the cost of those goods; another- 
material reason for our permitting ships from hence.- to touch 
at other ports is the delay in lading and unloading so generally 
complained of by the commanders of our country ships when 
they have been consigned to Madrass or Fort St. David, the- 
scarcity of boats at those settlements being such that very often 
our vessells have laid there many days before they could send 
any goods ashore, by which means, they may sometimes run the- 
risque of having the monsoon break upon them in the road; 
these added to the low price of all kinds of merchandize at those 
settlements have been the occasion that some gentlemen might 
have sent their vessells to the southward where the inconve- 
niences abovementioned were avoided and their voyages turned 
to a better account, and we persuade ourselves Your Honours 
will so far indulge your servants of this establishrnent as- 
not to insist on that standing orders being put in force ’tUl the 
times by a more favourable turn admit of our complying with, 
the tenour thereof, without the prejudice it would at present 
[be] manifestly attended -with to our private fortunes, but we- 
submit the matter to Your Honours’ consideration and shall 
follow whatever directions thereon you are pleased to transmit 
us. 


88. Pursuant to Your Honours’ orders for making an enquiry 
into Mr. Bodley’s conduct on the Malabar coast when in the 
Mary, we took that affair into consideration on the 30th ultimo- 
and having read his reply to the charges alledged against him 
in the Bombay and Tillecherry letters, with the several other 
papers and depositions produced before us, the majority of the 
Board were of opinion he had been highly culpable in, his- 
behaviour on that coast and merited the being sent home; we- 
therefore directed our Secretary to acquaint him of our deter- 
mination that he should return to Great Britain and. order him- 
to prepare himself to comply therewith by some of this year’s- 
ships.. 

89. Since writing the foregoing we have the pleasure to- 
congratulate. . Your Honours on the- safe arrival here of -the Port- 
field, Captain Legeyt; upon his icoming- up tO;town- we sent for 
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accordingly, leaving the. Egmount for the latter ship to be dis- 
patched to Your Honours in case we should have a sufficient 
quantity of goods left in our godowns after the dispatch of the 
Falmouth. 

25. We likewise resolved (in order to dispatch the Dragon 
and Falmouth with the greater expedition) riot to send any bales 
on the former but send her away with 80 tonns of saltpetre 
and 20 tonns of redwood. She was accordingly dispatched from 
hence the 27th ultimo with orders to proceed first to Madrass 
and follow such orders as should be given by the President and 
Council there. 

26. In consequence of the notice affixed at the gates for 
letting out the Elizabeth on freight, Captain David Rannie sent 
in a letter to the Board on the 10th of- December offering 20000 
rupees for the freight of that ship. Upon which we ordered our 
Secretary to let him peruse Your Honours’ orders relative to the 
freighting of your ships in the 15th paragraph of your com- 
mands per Durrington dated the 31st August 1751 and agreed 
to make him the offer of that ship at 30000 C.Rupees on the 
same conditions we proposed to Captain Baron that is, to have 
the use of her till the 31st of December 1754 and in case he does 
not return her within that time, he should make good to the 
Company what demorage they may be liable to after the expira- 
tion of that time. 

27. Having made the above offer [he] replied he could not 

give that sum, but that [ ] would go, as far as 23000 C.Rupees 

for the use of her till the 31st of December 1754 and that in 
[case] he did not return her in time to be dispatched home the 
next season, he would agree to make good the whole demorage, 
unless such detention should proceed from loss of mast's or other 
unavoidable accidents which might require any tedious repairs. 
This proposal we agreed to consider of and give our answer to 
next Council day. 

28. Accordingly on the 13th December we took the same into 
consideration, and put the question whether the Elizabeth 
should be let out to freight on the terms Captain Rannie had 
offered; for our several opinions we beg leave to refer Your 
Honours to our Consultation of that day, when the majority 
were of opinion it was for your interest to let Captain Ranme 
have her at 23000 C.Rupees, as they saw no probability cf getting 
more for her at this season of the year or of employing her to 
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92. Wc have by this conveyance wrote the President and 
Council of Fort St. George that as we shall in all probability 
bo obliged to detain two ships in the country this season we 
took thi.s opportunity of making them the offer of letting out 
to freight one or both of them conditionally upon the terms they 
advised Your Honours they could procure for the Hardwicke 
and Scarborough, as we are afraid it will not be in our pov/er 
to got anything like that sum, should they be lett out at this 
place, for which reason should they not be able to procure as 
much at present as they then might have done, it would never- 
theless be doing Your Honours a piece of service to let them on 
any terms whereby the demorage of such ships might be saved, 

Wc are with the greatest respect. 

May it please Your Honours 

Your most faithful! and most obedient 
humble servants, 

Roger Drake Junr./E. H. Cruttenden/C. Manningham/ 
Richd, Becher/W. Frankland/M. Collet/W. Mackett/ 
Edward Eyre/J. Z. Hoi well. 

Fort William, 

the 3rd September, 1753. 

(Ref. Copies of records obtained from India Office 1752/53 
Vol. 17, pp. 247—307. 

Para. G9 published in C. R. Wilson’s Old Fort William in 
Bengal, Vol. I, p. 253.) 
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LETTER DATED 17 SEPTEMBER 1753 

T O the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the 
Hon’ble United Company of Merchants of England trading 
to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours 

1. Under date the 3rd instant we addressed Your Honours 
via Madrass, a duplicate of which letter ^we now enclose and 
forward in the same manner that in ca^ an accident should 

125 D of A 
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aJ)pointinent of the Winchelsea and Montford and the' gentle- 
men at the Coast having declined the taking up any of Your 

Honours’ ships •which we had offered them. 

< ' « . * •' 

31. The Stafford from Bombay imported here a few days 

since, by whom the President and Council there , sent .iis a very 
acceptable supply of treasure, and desired we y^ould return that 
ship to them again immediately as Your Honours had directed 
she should proceed to China. 

32. - Captain Felix Baker departed this life some time before 
the arrival of the above ship at this place, and we have con- 
firmed Mr. John Green, the chief mate, in the command in his 
room. 

33. As we found it to no purpose from the price current 
already mentioned to send any gruff to Bombay, as the detention 
of the Stafford might risque her passage to, China, we came to 
a resolution of dispatching • her away as soon as possible with 
only as much dead weight' in her bottom as would make her 
sailworthy and upon advising with Captain Green how much 
he thought would be necessary, we ordered the Export Ware- 
house. Keeper to lade 15000 baggs upon her and- shall dispatch 
her hence in a few days. 

34. Captain Samuel Button, being .arrived from Bombay he 
had the charge of your marine delivered over to him by Mr. 
Cruttenden with directions from us to comply strictly with Your 
Honours’ orders relating to the management of your dock head 
expences. We have likewise directed him to deliver in an indent 
to the Board of what stores and materials may be wanted in the 
marine for the ensuing year and notice has been affixed that 
we will contract for them with those whose terms are esteemed 
the most reasonable by the Board. 

35. In consequence of which notice Mr. Cruttenden delivered 
in a letter to the Board offering to contract for all the coir cables 
and cordage that might be wanted for the use of Your Honours 
marine this year at the following rates viz.. 

Coir cables @ 11-8-0 C.Rs. per. md. 

Coir cordage @ 12-8-0 do ” ” 
which letter having laid some days for consideration and no 
one else giving in the least proposal of the kind, we accepted of 
his offer, and have contracted with him at the above rates for 
the coir cordage and cables. 
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■^Vc arc with respect, 

May it please Your Honours 

Your most faithful^ humble servants, 

Roger Drake Junr./E. H. Cruttenden/C. Manningham/ 

Richd. Becher/W. Frankland/M. Collett/ W. Mackett/ 

Edward Eyre/J. Z. Holwell. 

/ 

Fort William, 

The 17th September, 1753. 

(Ref. Copies of records obtained from India Office 1752/3, 
Vol. 17, pp. 308-309. 

Para. 5 published in C. R. Wilson’s Old Fort Willian in 
Bengal, Vol. I, p. 253.) 
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LETTER DATED 31 DECEMBER 1753 

T O tlie Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the 
Hon’ble the United Company of Merchants of England 
trading to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours 

1. By the Portfield who is now under dispatch, we are ad- 
dressing Your Honours Ffurther] under the established heads 
to which letter wc shall beg leave to refer ourselves for the 
particulars of our transactions in the . management of your, 
affairs since the dispatch of the Oxford. 

2. Having acquainted Your Honours in the above letter that 
we have appointed [B — ] ship to proceed to Bencoolen to take 
in the surplus pepper laying there, we shall first advise Your 
Honours by her of the several sums of money for which we have 
granted bills of exchange, payable at ninety days after sight as 
usual at 2s. 3d. per rupee. 


£St. 2000-0-0 

£St'. 2000-0-0 

\ 


On the 20 December to Messrs. Mannin- 
gham and Frankland for 
CRs. 17777-12-6 payable to themselves - 
or order (3) 2/3 is 

On do to do do for CRs. 17777-12-6 pay- 
able to do @ 2/3 is 
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41. The Presidient and Council of Fort St. George having on 
the 22nd October informed us Mr. Hunter would be in want of 
Your Honours’, ships at the Negrais to remain there the s[eason] 
in the room of the Colchester, whose charterparty time expires 
in February, and requested we would appoint one of them from 
hence for that island, upon which we stationed the Egmont for 
that service (all the rest of Your Honours’ ships being already 
disposed of) and directed Captain Tolson to get her in readiness 
to proceed thither as soon as possible, of which we have advised 
the gentlemen at Madrass, but acquainted them at the same 
time that the notice we have received of such a step being 
necessary is so late that it will not be in our power to do any 
thing with the Colchesters, should she arrive here before her 
charterparty expires, though we apprehend she will scarcely 
even arrive here in that time. 

Secondly, concerning goods from Europe. 

42. In this packet we transmit Your Honours account sales 
of what goods we have this year received by the several ships 
consigned us, as well as what part of the woolens remaining of 
the former years in our godowns have been sold. 

43. After trial at publick outcry on the 1st of November of 
Your Honours’ woolen goods received this year, the Import 
Warehouse Keeper delivered in a list to the Board of what 
remained still unsold and it was our opinion, as the markets 
here were overstocked from reasons already given Your 
Honours, it would assist the sale of what was left, if we sent 
half of it to Bombay, where we imagine it may be disposed of 
to more advantage. We have accordingly laden half the broad 
cloth and perpets now remaining on the Winchelsea and Mont- 
ford equally divided, having given the President and Council 
there notice overland of our .intentions so to do. 

44. A loss arising on some goods bought at outcry in the 
name of one Radakissen (resold because not cleared within the 
twelve month) and as no such person being to be found, Mr. 
Richard Becher the present Import Warehouse Keeper requested 
'the Board would direct Mr. Cruttenden who had proceeded him 
in that post to find out who the purchaser was of that lott of 
broad cloth set down to the. name of Radakissen. That gentle- 
man’s reply Your Honours will observe on the face of our Con- 
sultation of the 14th August, and the import warehouse banian 
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On do to do do by order of dp, being 
part of the produce of two chests of 
coral and 1 chest of amber beads, 
marked Sv No. 1, 2 and 3, shipped 
by Henry Muilman and Joseph Solo- 
mons on the ship Colchester, for 
CRs. 1777-12-6 payable to Henry and 
Peter Muilman Esqr. @ 2/3 is £St. 200-0-0 

On do to do do by order of do for do 
shipped by do on the ship Dragon 
for. CRs. 5333-5-6 payable to Hugh 
Ross Esqr. @ 2/3 is £St. 600-0-0 

On do to do do for CRs. 34634-11-0 pay- 
able to Robert Clive @ 2/3 is £St. 3885-2-9 

On do do to do account Captain Rodol- 
phus De Gingin for CRs. 1774-12-3 
payable to himself and Mr. Jean 
Boissier @ 2/3 is £St. 199-13-3 

« 

On do to do do for CRs. 25390-13-0 pay- 
able to Robert Clive @ 2/3 is £St. 2856-9-4 

On do to do do by order of Messrs. Walsh 
and Vansitart for CRs. 18157-8-9 pay- 
able to Messrs. Stanyford and Brett 
@ 2/3 is £St. 2042-14-5 

On do to Capt. Henry Kent for CRs. 17280 
payable to Mrs. Susanna Kent or 
order @ 2/3 is ' £St. 1944-0-0 

3. The whole amount of bills of exchange is Current Rupees 

245444-14-6 or £St 

4. We have laden on this ship su[ndry] stores for the use of 

your island St. Helena, invoice and bill of lading for which we 
have transmitted the gentlemen there, amof unting }to CRs 
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sold the best this year and which we apprehend will sell better 
than any other the following seasons which are 

Broad cloth aurora 

.... Broad cloth blue ordinary 
Broad cloth yellow 
" ■ Broad cloth emerald green 

Perpets scarlet. 

We must particularly desire Your Honours will avoid sending: 
us any fine broad cloth, as there is a very large quantity now 
in .the godowns of all colours undisposed of. 

, 49., We must likewise beg leave to desire Your Honours wilt 
comply more nearly with our indent of Madeira than you have- 
done of late years, as the consumption of that article is very 
considerable in this place, and what the small quantity we have 
this year received, is by no means equal to. 

Thirdly^ of investments. 

• 50... In our last address we were extremely circumstantial 

and full on this head as far as related to the investment of this * 
Presidency. We can therefore at present only continue our 
detail since the dispatch of those advices, and give your Honours 
an account of the proceedings of our subordinates in this branch 
of your affairs which we defered speaking of in the former letter. 

51. - After having settled our gomastahs and others designed 
fbr. the aurungs, and dispatched them thither agreeable to the- 
lists we before transmitted Your Honours, and now send a copy 
of. several letters have been received from them with parti- 
culars of their purchases, price of goods etc., our replys to which 
Your Honours will see extracted on the face of our Consultations- 
herewith, transmitted, to which we beg leave to stand refered.. 
We /Shall by the latter conveyances send Your Honours their 
letters received and our answers entered at large in separate- 
books. 

52. Musters have arrived from many of the aurungs and 
been inspected by us, which will appear from the purport of 
our replys, wherein we have taken care to point out to the 
gomastahs, the sortments which we think too dear, forbidin^ 
them to purchase any if they could not lower the prices and 
ainend the fabricks; it would be both tedious and useless to 
insert "the particulars of this correspondence in the body of ouir 
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First, Coruierning shipping, 

3. We advised Your Honours in our above letters of the safe 
arrival here of all your outward bound ships except the Dragon, 
Captain Kent, who has since imported and we have the pleasure 
likewise to acquaint Your Honours [to] have heard of the 

importation of the Prince Edwardj Captain Holden, at 

Bombay. 

4. In our advices per Oxford under date the 1st March we 

made mention of having the Deputy Master Attendant to pro- 
ceed down [ fiver and take with him what assistance he 

wanted to preserve, if possible, the Lion and Cossimbuzar 
budgerows which had been drove ashore by bad weather near 
Kedgree. On his return he reported to us his proceedings 
therein, by which Your Honours will perceive the Lion budge- 
row was intirely lost, and the other very much damaged though, 
saved. 

5. The river has this year been duly surveyed by the Deputy 
Master Attendant and his reports thereof are entered after our 
Consultations of the 23rd of April and 24th December. 

6. Mr. Richard Man, late Deputy Master Attendant, having 
departed this life of a fever on the 24th of May we appointed 
Mr. John Aston in his room, at the recommendation of the- 
Super Intendant of the Marine. 

7. Your Honours will perceive by our Consultations of the- 
4th and 20th of June that we contracted with kh:. Cruttenden 
for stores wanted for the use of the marine on much the same- 
terms as last year, lowering the price of such articles as were- 
this year procurable at a cheaper rate than last, and allowing- 
of some advance on such as we were sensible are considerably 
dearer in the place. 

8. On the 23rd of July arrived from Bombay the sloop Sea 
Horse and on the 14th of August imported the sloop Syren from, 
that place, both built at that Presidency for the use of this 
settlement, and they were accordingly delivered over to the 
Superintendent’s charge, whose reports of those sloops are- 
duly entered after our Consultations. 

9. Your Honours’ ships have all been regularly searched for 
private trade immediately on their coming to an anchor a-f 
Culpee. The reports of what found oh board and manifests of 



LETTER TO COURT 


^4 

56. But as we had determined to make up their accounts in 
the manner Your Honours have approved, for several reasons 
inserted in our last letter, we resolved that those merchants, 
who would not sign their accounts as settled by us before the 
5th of November, should have peons put upon them and be com- 
pelled to sign. And that if any of them in that time were willing 
to open their bales in our warehouses and give us the cloth as 
ready money goods, we would accept of them in part of their 
balances and prize them by the last year’s musters. 

57. Since when many of them have complied and given us 
their cloth as ready money goods, which we have prized upon 
the musters of last year and hope they will meet with your 
approbation. 

58. On the 24th of September the Export Warehouse Keeper 
informed us that part of Omichand’s saltpetre was arrived, 
which being inspected and found very, good we ordered him to 
weigh it off. , 

59. Having informed Your Honours in our last address of 
our intentions to dispatch this ship as early as the season would 
admit, we ordered the Export Warehouse Keeper on the 1st 
of November to begin lading bales on board in order to forward 
her from hence, the latter end of that month if we could, but we 
are sorry it has not been in our power to effect her dispatch 
so early as we could have wished owing to the delay of goods 
coming down from the aurungs, the reasons for which we have 
already accounted for to Your Honours. 

60. The gentlemen at Cossimbuzar on the 8th of March sent 

its down invoice of 140 bales of gurrahs and doosutties dispatch- 
ed to us the 1st of that month, -and promised us musters of the 
Novemberbund silk to be contracted on for our approbation, 
which they complied with on .the 12th of March, and informed 
us at the same time that they had at last' prevailed on their 
merchants to contract for the A at 7.14 per seer. They acquaint- 
ed us likewise in that letter that Ruggonaut Bisswass and Narran 
Bisswass (who stand endebeted to Your Honours) had repre- 
sented to them, in case they would take them into the dadney, 
they should be able 'to get' credit to pay off some small part .of 
their debt to the. Company- and would give undoubted security 
to pay an annual sum till their debt was discharged, which they 
had deferred giving any answer to for, the present .waiting our 
orders thereon. ' . * 
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country, which will amount to near 40000 rupees, we agreed to 
put her up at outcry at nigh that sum in obedience to Yoim 
Honours in the 6th paragraph of your orders dated the 24th 
January 1753 and in case there were no bidders at that rate, to 
endeavour by other means to procure as much as possible. 

14. Accordingly on the 1st of October it was put up at 
publick outcry to be let to freight (on the terms Your Honours 
have directed in the 15th paragraph of your letter per Durring- 
ton dated the 21st of August 1751) at 38000 C.Rupees on wh[ich] 
siun we are sorry to acquaint Your Honours there was not a 
single bidder. 

15. Whereupon we sent for Captain Baron and asked him 
how much he would [venture] to give for the freight of the 
Winchelsea on the terms Yoim Honours have prescribed which 
were then read to him. He replied he would not imdertake to 
freight her at all upon those terms as they were quite uncertain 
and that part of your orders relating to damages and charges, 
should the ship not be returned in time to be despatched in the 
next season, required in his opinion [an] explanation, as he was 
ignorant of the damages Your Honours are liable to, should such 
a detention happen. To put the thing upon some certain founda- 
tion as nearly correspondent to Your Honours’ intentions as we 
could, we asked him how much he would give for the freight of 
the Winchelsea [tdl] the 31st December 1754 and that if he did 
not return her by that time, he should make good Your Honours 
the whole demorage you may be obliged to pay, and further if 
he did not return so as to be dispatched home the next season 
he should indemnify the Company for such a [delay], to which 
he answered he could give no more [than] what he first offered, 
that is 24000 C.Rupees, and did not chuse to engage even for 
that sum [upon] the above terms. 

16. As we could not ""possibly accept Captain Baron’s offer 
without risquing Your Honours’ displeasure, and as we were 
fully perswaded from this tryal as well as the state [of] our 
markets in India at present that it would not be possible to let 
any of your ships in the manner Your Honours have directed, 
we resolved to station the Winchelsea and Mont[ford] for 
Bombay and Surat, it being then beyond doubt that we should 
be under a necessity of detaining two if not more of your ships 
in the country this season; notice was accordingly affixed at the 
fort gates of their disposition and that freight would be received 
for th[ose] places on the usual terms. 
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all the subordinates and strictly injoined them to comply there- 
with. 

66. To this the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar replied in a letter 
dated the 16th of June that they had acquainted their merchants 
with Your Honours’ orders per Clinton and should endeavour 
to make them comply as near as possible thereto. That they 
apprehended they should have some difficulty in reducing the 
article of gurrahs to the quantity ordei'ed in the list we sent 
them, having contracted with their merchants upon the plan of 
last year’s orders and that the complaints Your Honours make 
at not having received any chints or chanderbannies anno 1752, 
they imagine, must arrise from some miscarriage, as they sent 
a small quantity of both, which will appear from their invoice 
dated the 13th of February 1751/2, to which they beg leave to 
be referred. On replying to that letter we directed them to 
make no alteration in their contract for gurrahs, as we had for- 
bore contracting for that article in Calcutta upon observing of 
their letter of the 13th of April that they had entered into 
contract for a much larger quantity than Your Honours this 
year directed to be provided. 

67. On the 30th of July we sent them up a further supply 
of 20 chests of Madrass Rupees with 10 chests of bullions, which 
latter we directed them to get coined into Siccas for oim own • 
use, and advise us at what rates they could purchase old Siccas 
of the two or three last reigns and on the 30th of August we 
supplied them with 10 chests of A. Rupees and 10 chests of 
Madrass Rupees. 

68. Upon receipt of a bill of exchange from Surat drawn on 
Bell Krissna Lachmadass at Muxadavad we transmitted it to 
the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar and directed them to get it 
accepted and discharged, which they acquainted us in a letter of 
the 12th of December was nearly done; and that its being so long 
delayed was owing to the scarcity of Siccas. 

69. The goods they have hitherto dispatched ^ from that 
factory are all safely arrived, as Your Honours will perceive 
by the course of our Consultations. 

70. When Mr. Watts came down to Calcutta in consequence 
of our permission he informed us they were in want of a very 
large supply of money at that factory, upon which we agree 
to send them up 20 chests of bullion and two lack of Bombay 
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40000 rupees each, which they informed us they could- have 
obtained for the Hardwick and Scarborough, that we are very 
sensible of the difficulty attending the letting out ships of so 
[ — ] a burthen as well as that it requires a considerable time 
to collect the goods manufactured on the Coast to compleat 
cargoes for them, from wh[ich] as the season is now so late 
it is impracticable to afford us any assistance in the freight 

[ ] them though, had it been possible for us to have given 

them earlier information of this, they imagine such a thing 
might have been effected, the Honourable Company’s orders 
being to cooperate with us in the management of this branch of 
their affairs, that they may con [tribute] all that lays in their 
power to ease Your Honours in this respect, they shall be ready 
to stand apart with us in taking up any next year, should it be 
necessary, to any part of India that there is a probability a 
voyage will answer and therefore they desire we will favour 
them with our sentiments on this particular as early as may be 
convenient that they may concert measures accordingly, 

23. They likewise acquaint us in the above letter that the 
Deputy Govemour and Council of Fort l^rlborough have 
advised them that they shall have about 200 tonns of pepper on 
hand after the dispatch of the store ship, they are therefore to 
request we will appoint a ship to proceed there to take it in 
properly loaded for Europe leaving sufficient room for the said 
pepper, and as they shall have only one conveyance from thence 
in the beginning of the year to carry their advices to the Com- 
pany they must desire the favour we will order her to touch 
there in her way that they may have an opportunity of forward- 
ing their duplicates. The vacancy that will be wanted for the 
pepper, they desire we will supply with rice for the use of that 
settlement. 

24. Upon receipt of that letter from the President and Council 
of Fort St. George we took into consideration the appointment 
of the remainder of Your Honours’ shipping, and as the Dragon 
is a small vessel we judged her the fittest to proceed to 
Bencoolen for the surplus pepper and accordingly directed 
Captain Kent to get her in readiness as soon as possible. We 
afterwards stationed the Falmouth for Europe and as it will not 
be possible for us to dispatch home this season more than an 
other ship (if we can do that), we determined to put the 
Elizabeth up to freight and ordered the Secretary to affix notice 
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known, which makes a difference of more than 50000 rupees to 
the merchants, and gave them just room to apprehend that this 
branch of their investment would prove far shorter both in 
quality and quantity. That in order to prevent any future com- 
plaints they shall send down musters of their Novemberbund 
silk that is come into the cottah for our inspection that they 
may know our opinion of it in time either to accept it or reject 
it, as we shall judge for Your Honours’ interest. 

73. According on the 22nd and 27th of November they for- 
warded down to us musters of 7 parcells of silk that were 
brought into their cottah, with the prize musters of the three 
preceeding years’ investments sent home for our inspection, 
which in their opinion were Jess superior to the samples we 
sent them out of their bales than they expected. 

. 74. Upon comparing their musters now brought in with what 
was sent home last year, we found them inferior to the latter, 
particularly some parcells, and therefore directed them to reject 
those parcels (if they thought it would not make Your Honours 
liable to any outstanding debts) and take only the best; other- 
wise to sort it as well as they could and take the whole, making 
proper deduction for the inferior quality. 

75. At the same time we forwarded them two bills of ex- 
change drawn by Nommydass Lachmidass on Bell Kristna 
Nommydass at JVfuxadavad. one for 35000 and the other for 
293393 which had been tendered us and which we accepted on 
condition of paying the amount of them as soon as we heard of 
their being received by our gentlemen at Cossimbuzar, at the 
rate Siccas then were at Muxadavad, which w,e directed the 
gentlemen there to inform us of. 

76. On the 12th ultimo they informed us they purposed dis- 
patching Lieut. Ellet the 16th with part of their investment of 
gurrahs and silk piece goods, which arrived here the 23rd. 

77. The gentlemen at Dacca under date the 26th February 
enclosed us invoice of goods they had dispatched the day before 
and acquainted us of that parcel of cloth being but ill dresse 
on account of the badness of weather and lateness of the season. 
Which in our reply to them we could not . avoid finding a 
with, as we had duly advised them of our resolution to dispa c .. 
the Oxford the latter end of February, and were therefore sur- 
prised to find them consign us a parcel of cloth so late as tne 
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equal advantage tin any voyage on Your Honours’ own account. 
Captain Rannie was thereupon made acquainted that the Board 
had accepted of his terms for freighting the Elizabeth. He then 
desired to be informed if he might be permitted to receive 
freighfior Surat should any be offered him? Our reply to which 
demand was that Your Honours had two ships destined for that 
port of your own, and we could not admit of his taking the 
freight away from them, but that after they were dispatched, 
we should not be against his receiving whatever freight might 
be offered him, upon which he requested he might give his final 
answer on Monday next as he understood [at] the time of mak- 
ing those proposals which he had offered us that he was intitled 
to receive the freight that should be tendered him. 


29. The 17th December he sent us his answer in vuriting as 
entered after the Consultation of that day, which we directed 
our Secretary to inform him we could not accept of. But we 
have the satisfaction to advise Your Honours that on the 20th 
of that month he agreed to freight her at 23000 C.Rupess on 
the terms we had offered him, upon which we ordered Captain 
Wills to follow his directions in lading, unlading and naviga- 
ting the Elizabeth, till his return to this place. 

m 

30. We flatter ourselves Your Honours will be satisfied with 
what we have done in this affair, and approve of our chusing 
rather to accept of so small a freight as 23000 C.Rupees than 
to let her lay unemployed the whole season which must have 
been the case, it being impossible (from the state of our mar- 
kets in India at present) to send her on any voyage on Your 
Honours’ own account that would yield a profit equal to the 
sum offered by Captain Rannie, grain being so dear at this place 
that we could not send her to the Coast; and the price of gruff 
etc., at Surat and Bombay so low that it scarce exceeds the 
prime cost here, which Your Honours will plainly observe by 
the enclosed price current transmitted us by the President and 
Council of Bombay, with the value of the goods at this place 
annexed. When Captain Baron made us an offer of 24000 
C.Rupees for the freight of his ship. Your Honours will observe 
we refused to accept of it, as it was then early in the season and 
as we could employ her on a freight voyage to Surat to better 
advantage, but the case was widely different in regard to the 
Elizabeth, the Surat freight being then all provided for by the 
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"base, which they promised in the above letter of the 3rd of 
April to comply with but hoped we would clear them from any 
censure, should their investment fall short.' 

82. Mr. Clarembault and his Council having desired the 
musters of such Chandapore goods as were delivered by our 
merchants for their guide, we forwarded them on the 23rd of 
April, which they acknowledged the receipt of on the 8th of 
May, and informed us they had sent them to that aurung to 
know the prices of the different sortments. 

83. Upon sending them the list of investment for their factory 
as already advised Your Honours they promised to comply as 
near as possible therewith, as well as in the early dispatch of 
their goods. 

84. In that letter they informed us the musters of the Chanda- 
pore cloth which they received from us had -been shewn to 
several of their principal delolls and picars; but they refused 
to bring them in dressed, and declined contracting on those 
musters, but have agreed to bring cloth of the same kind from 
Chandapore, by which they will contract, that they expected 
those musters in a few days and as soon as they had agreed on 
the prices they would forward them immediately to us. 

85. This they complied with on the 18th of June and inform- 
•ed us that the prices marked on all the cloth was for it brown, 
as their delolls and picars will not contract to deliver it any 
otherwise. That the prices marked are the lowest for which 
they will contract and as those musters are those by v/hich 
they are to contract, they request we will return them as soon 
.as possible. , 

86. They advised us likewise that they were endeavouring 
to beat down the price of the ready money cloth, in which they, 
met [with] some success, but by that means the cloth came in 
•exceeding slow, the delolls and picars having taken back great 
quantities oh account of the low prices at which they had been 
rated. They hoped the whole of the tirrendams, 300 pieces of 
the tanjibs and 200 pieces of the Dacca mulmulls ordered by , 
Your Honours for fine work, in the present list of investment, 
may be got done accordingly, but they fear it will be impo^ib e 
to get the whole of Your Honours’ orders done fine work, as 
there are not above 15 out of 150 of their ruffagurs ^at can get 
that kind of work done at all, and it is only in consideration of 
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36. Enclosed in this ship's packet are CJaptain Legyet's 
letters and requests with what other papers appertain to her. 

37. After we had wrote thus far Mr. Cruttenden on the 24th 
ultimo made a motion to the Board to the following effect; that 
he was informed there was so large a freight in the place as 
from ten to twelve thousand rupees for Sinday, which he was 
of opinion ought by no means to be suffered to go on any other 
ship while Your Honours have one going that .way. We there- 
fore thought notice ought to be affixed at the gates that the 
Montford would take in freight for Sinday as well as Surat> 
which would no way impede her passage to the latter place, 
even was she to call in at Bombay for convoy. 

38. The Board upon the above motion ordered that notice 
should be affixed at the gates that the Stafford and Montford 
would both take in freight for Sinday to be delivered at Bombay, 
from ivhence it would be transported to Sinday without any 
further charges to the freighters. 

39. Captain David Rannie, whose terms for freighting the 
Elizabeth we had accepted as already related to Your Honours, 
sent in his contract executed on the 24th December for freight- 
ing, the said ship, when Mr. Manningham took notice to the 
Board that by. the tenour of the above contract he perceived 
the Elizabeth was designed for Sinday, which being a very 
hazardous voyage, he did. not think (conformable to Your 
Honours’ orders contained in the 15th paragraph of your com-r 
mands per Durrington) we could admit of her going thither 
without call in at Bombay for a cravoy. The question was 
thereupon put, whether Captain Rannie had a right to send her 
to Sinday or no. For our several opinions hereon, we beg leave 
to stand referred to that day’s Consultation, when the majority 
of the Board thought he was intitled to send her to Sinday or 
anywhere else within the limits of Your Honours’ trade, those 
being the terms we had advertised her to be freighted on agree- 
able to your directions. 

■ 40. The next question that occurred was whether Captain 
Rannie was intitled to take in freight for Sinday, now we had 
advertised Your Honours’ ships for that place and the majority * 
were again of opinion that as our agreement with Captain Rannie 
for freighting the Elizabeth was prior to our advertising the 
Stafford and Montford for the Sinday freight, we could not 
deprive him of taking any freight for that place if offered him. 
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91. The. 6th of September they consigned us 87 bales of cloth, 
which they had laden on the Dragon sloop, invoice of which they 
forwarded overland. 

92. As they had pressed lately for some supplies of money 
we sent them on the third of September under care of Ensign. 
Muire 30 chests of treasure in the following species 

10 chests of A.Rupees 
10 do of M.Rupees 
10 do of bullion 

acquainting them their not complying with their promise of 
sending us down a large parcel of cloth in August or September 
had proved no disappointment, as we were not able to dispatch 
a ship for Europe so early as we could have wished. But th& 
Portfield having imported^ here some days before, we had sta- 
tioned her for Europe to be dispatched directly from hence the- 
beginning of November and therefore directed them to get ready 
as large a quantity of goods as they could by that time, which 
they promised in a letter of the 17th September to observe. 

93. On the 18th of October they sent us 49 bales of cloth 
which they dispatched to us under care of Ensign Muir, which 
arrived the 31st of that month, and were by us inspected the 
12th of November, when we found most of them very ill sorted 
and too great a difference from the outside folds to the inside 
ones. The baftaes in particular were very badly dressed, the 
inside folds very thin and the fabrick very bad. We therefore 
directed them to provide no more of that cloth, unless they could 
amend the above complaints. The flowered work in general 
was worked with too coarse a thread, the flowers very indiff^- 
ently worked, and the inside ones extremely bad. The tanjibs 
and' terrendams have a greater difference than usual between 
the inside and outside folds and the coarse threads were , not 
well picked out. We transmitted them these remarks and 
directed them to be more careful in the provission of 
investment for the future, and that the complaints of the 
flowered goods should be obviated, particularly that of wor mg 
the flowers with a coarse thread, which Your Honours posi- 
tively direct them to avoid. 

94. To these remarks they replied under date the 29th 
Novemher,' and expressed their concern that the j^rt of s 
year’s investment already sent down from thence should have 
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affirming Gungadarry had frequently, purchased in that name 
and that the lott in question was bought by him, we sent for 
Gungadarry and asked him whether he was the purchaser of 
that loti and why he had not cleared it out? He replied he did 
not purchase the lott of broad cloth set down to the name of 
Radakisscn and that whatever he had bought at the Company’s 
sales, ho had always punctually cleared out, upon which we 
asked if he would swear to what he now declared, but he refus- 
ing to lake such an oath as the Board requested, we directed 
him to pay the difference of the sale that Your Honours might 
be no sufferers. 

45. The Import Warehouse Keeper acquainted us on the 24th 
September that Your Honours’ godowns in the factory were not 
sufficient to contain the goods received from Europe this season. 
We have given permission to hire what may be necessary for 
that purpose. 

46. We have ordered the Store Keeper to be more particular 
in his indents for the future agreeable to what Your Honours 
•direct. In this packet we enclose an indent for stores for the 
year 1754 and beg leave to request Your Honours will comply 
with that part relating to guns for sale, as they are greatly 
wanted for the country service. 

47. We have examined into the sales of Your Honours’ iron, 
and find the general run of buyers at the outcrys make little 
or no difference between the Gottenburgh and Russian, though 
the smiths, we are informed, esteem the former about 5 per 
cent better than the other, neither is there any distinction made 
in regard to round or flat barrs. 

48. Enclosed in this ship’s packet we transmit Your Hoiiours 
the remains of goods in our import warehouse, and indent of 
what we shall want for the year 1754. Your Honours will 
•observe we have not specified in that indent any woolen goods, 
■as the quantities now remaining unsold are so very large and 
the supplys we may expect by the ships of. the approaching 
-•season will we apprehend be likewise so considerable that it 
will not be in our power, we are afraid, to dispose of any thing 
near what we shall receive. We do not therefore think it for 
Your Honours’ interest to .request any supplys of woolen this 
year, but should it be absolutely necessary to send us some, we 
beg leave to point out to Your Honours the sortments that haye 

125 D. of A. 
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99. When they acknowledged the receipt of the list of invest- 
ment sent there upon the arrival of Your Honours’ commands- 
of the 15th December 1752, they promised to amend the com- 
plaints therein as much as possible, though , the procuring of 
cloth now, equal to musters made when it was at least 30 per 
cent cheaper than at present, was impracticable and the only 
way in their opinion to amend their investment was to allow 
a suitable rise in the price of their cloth. That in regard to 
what Your Honours were pleased to observe of the difference 
of their cloth sent you by the same ship, as a proof of their bad. 
conduct, and want of due regard to musters, they beg leave to 
remark that their aurungs differ and some times considerably at 
different times, which will always make an inequality in the. 
cloth even of the same investment. That the baftaes Your' 
Honours now indented for of 1^ covids wide and 36 ft. long are 
not. procurable but by putton;' which being contrary to Your 
Honours’ orders, they requested we would .direct them how to- 
act in that point; 

100. A parcel of cloth which had been dispatched from thence- 
on the 28th of April arriving on the 30th of June, the Board- 
went down to the cottah to inspect the same, 900 pieces whereof 
were found to be extremely damaged, and some of them so bad. 
that they could not bear being rewashed, whereupon we agreed, 
to sell them at outcry. As this accident was chiefly owing to the 
cloth having been a long time in the boats, we could not help- 
contributing it to a great neglect in them, as "we learnt from 
the manjees and people, they had been obliged to return to their' 
factory on account of bad weather, at which time they ought- 
to have unloaded them and examined if any. appearance of 
damage could be seen on the bundles, when it would have been 
very easy, and attended with but little expense to ha-ve re- 
dressed them and by that means prevented the cloth’s rotting' 
by laying two months wet in the boats. The account sales of 
the above damaged goods. Your Honours will find entered after' 

our Consultation of the 2nd of August. 

• 

101. In the foregoing letter we directed them to procure the- 
baftaes of covids and 36 ft. long without advancing putton.-. 
if they, possible could; but if they could riot, we perrriitted them. 
to give out putton for the ' same,' cautioning them to do' it with-- 
as much security as lay in their power to prevent Your Honours i 
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present letter. We must therefore beg leave to confine ourselves 
to a short sketch of the state of our aurungs for Your Honours’ 
information,, refering ourselves to our Consultations and, the 
above mentioned letter book for particulars. 


53. When our gomastahs first went up they found it a diffi- 
culty to procure cloth of an equal goodness to the musters we 
had given them for their guide, most of the fabricks having been 
intolerably debased by our merchants and some of them so very 
bad that they scarce seemed to be of the same kind, but our 
orders being very positive that they should take no cloth inferior 
to muster, they were obliged to reject large quantities and (with 
our consent) advance something in the muster price in order to 
engage the weavers to bring such cloth as they were warranted 
to lake. This has occasioned great delay in their purchases, as 
most if not all of the cloth which the weavers had got ready in 
expectation the merchants would buy it up as usual has been 
thrown out which, added to the lateness of the season when we 
began, will, we apprehend, make us fall short of the quantity 
by Your Honours directed to be provided. We have hitherto 
supplied the several aurungs with 898135-11-9 rupees and we 
nave received from thence to the amount of 235672-4-3 and by 
accounts from thence we learn there is bought and ready to the 
amount of 300000 making both together 535672-4-3 rupees. 


54. That we might with more facility procure the sortments 
of cloth made in and about Calcutta, we empowered the Export 
Warehouse Keeper on the 3rd of September to contract with 
substantial delolls and picars for as much as they would under- 
take to provide. 

55. We promised Your Honours in our former letter to call 
upon the merchants for the balances due from them and insist 
either on their paying the same or giving us the cloth in our 
godowns belonging to them on reasonable terms. Accordingly 
on the 13th September (after being frequently summoned) they 
attended us and were asked how they purposed discharging 
the balances due from them to Your Honours and whether they 
would give us the cloth they had in our godowns,- as ready 
money goods? To which they replied, that if we would settle 
their accounts as they had desired they would sign them and 
give us their goods afterwards as we could agree about them. 
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the piniascoes are at the sarnie price and much about the same 
fabrick as those the merchants used to bring in, chucklaes much 
better than those of last year but the price higher. 

107. Having now given Your Honours a detail of this 
material branch of your affairs, we shall proceed. to the fourth 
head concerning? 

The trade of India and therein any transactions with the 
country Government. 

108. in the beginning of the season [we] directed the gentle- 
men at Cossimbuzar to make a representation to the Durbar in 
the strongest terms they could about the complaints of our 
merchants concerning the extravagant exaction [s] of the 
chowkeys, and ordered them to endeavour if possible to get the 
small chowkeys, planted up and down the country, intirely 
suppressed. We have been obliged to repeat these orders fre- 
quently to the gentlemen at that factory, and directed , them to 
insist upon redress, as the oppressiori rather increased and 
scarce any regard was paid to Your Honours’ dusticks. No 
reply could be obtained from the Nabob till lately (notwith- 
standing the frequerit importunities of Mr. Watts and his 
Council for one a!nd that too worded in so trite and customary 
a style that we have reason to apprehend very little redress 
will ever be obtained. However we have directed the gentle- 
men at ‘ Cossimbuzar to make proper representations to the 
Nabob himself in c'ase of complaints of this nature (agreeable 
to his request in his letter to Mr, Watts) that they may be with- 
out excuse, should they suffer these impositions to continue. 

109. We have likewise determined to redress ourselves from 
the oppressions of these chowkeys that lay near us and have 
no manner of right to receive any contributions, intending 0 
clear our goods, whenever detained at such places, by force as 
has been always customary. . 

110. Mr. Hoi well informing us on the 24th of May that a 
mutchulka • had been taken from the Phowsdar of ^ Bakergunge 
to prohibit the importation of rice from that place into Calcu a, 
we transmitted his letter to' the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar an 
directed them to obtain an immediate perwannah for , e ree 
importation of .grain from Bakergunge, otherwise the place must 
be reduced to the greatest" necessity . and misery. We or ere 
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61. Soon after, we received two letters from them, one dated 
the 19th March advising us of their having at last with the 
utmost difficulty prevailed on the merchants to contract for the 
silk upon the same terms as last year, notwithstanding putney 
was extremely dearer than it has been for three years past, for 
the truth of which they had undoubted proofs. The other 
letter pressed us to an immediate answer to what the had wrote 
us, as they apprehended their merchants would not stand to 
their proposals if they delayed contracts any longer, the time 
for giving their answer being elapsed, and the Guzzarat 
merchants buying up the Novemberbund silk. 

62. On reply to the above letters we permitted them to take 
those two persons into their dadney, provided they kept an 
undoubted security in their hands, that they do not become fur- 
ther endebted to Your Honours, and transmitted them at the 
same time our sentiments on their musters of silk, the quality 
of which we approved of but thought the price too dear; how- 
ever to prevent the Guzzarat merchants from buying up the 
putney as they were apprehensive of, we permitted them to- 
contract for the silk at the price they mention if they could not 
lower it any thing. 

63. As they wrote very pressingly for a large apply of trea-, 
sure to begin their investment with, we forwarded them 2 
chests of Arcot Rupees the 12th of March under care of Ensign 
Bellamy, the arrival of which they advised us of on the 23rd. 

64. On the 13lh of April they informed us they had not been 
able to make their merchants reduce the price of the November- 
bund silk as the price of putney is from 6 to 8 annas per seer 
dearer than it has been for some years past; but had been obliged 
to contract with them on the same terms as last year 

For 1000 mds. of the Novemberbund silk @7*12 per seer. 

800 mds. of the Guzzarat @ 8*5 do 

that they had likewise contracted for their silk piecegoods on 
the same terms as last year and that they had prevailed with 
their merchants to agree for the 36 covid gurrahs at one rupee 
per corge less than last year, and the other sortments in 
proportion. 

6.5. Upon receipt of Your Honours’ commands per Clinton 
dated the 15th of December 1752 we transmitted list of goods 
(ordered under that date to be provided by Your Honours) to 
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gues3 at, unless private interest should biass them to this way 
of thinking, which we will not however venture to suppose, and 
since Your Honours’ interest is made the pretext, we hope those 
arguments made use of by them on that occasion will lose their 
weight, should it appear that it will be very opposite thereto, 
which we think must be the consequence, as it will not be worth 
any one’s while to send a vessel to that coast if they are to be 
deprived of the advantage of selling and buying their goods at 
those markets where they would find it their interest to go, and 
confined only to such and such ports, where they must either 
make their purchases on the terms the gentlemen at those places 
please to give them,- or go with [out]. We will not here intrude- 
upon Your Honours by repeating the reasons we urged on this 
head in our letter of the 3rd of September, which we beg to 
refer ourselves to, but close what we have to say, by submitting 
it to Your Honours’ consideration, whether it can be for the 
advantage of Your Honours or those concerned in trade to be 
confined in the manner the gentlemen at Madrass are desirous 
of: and flatter ourselves Your Honours will upon a candid view 
of this affair permit us to' make use of those markets we find 
most for our benefit, which even at the best are very indifferent. 
We beg leave further to add that were we riot convinced the 
excluding our vessels from a general trade on that coast would 
prevent any going there at all, and by that means Your Honours 
lose the dutys now collected at Madrass and Fort St. David by 
our trade, we should not plead so much in favour of such a 
priviledge. 


• 114. The Armenians ha-ving promised to send in a letter to 
the Board setting forth the reasons why they expect to be 
excluded from, paying the consulage,- made us defer giving our 
sentiments thereon hitherto, but no such letter being yet deliver- 
ed,’ -we find no reason to alter our sentinients already 
Your Honours that they should pay the consulage equally wi 
Europeans, -as they injoy'the same benefit of protection. 


' .Fifthly, concerning buildings, .fortifications and revenues. . 

•• 115. -Enclosed in this ship’s packet we transmit Your Honours 
the judicial- proceedings [ of ] Zemindary with the accoun 
sale -of your bazars and farms.' 


' 'lie.^Mr. Holweli .having finished his measurement, of ..the 
ground, delivered in a letter the, 23rd of. July.conremmg.i , ^s 
Your Honours wiil see entered after that days Consu ai , 
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Hupees for. the better carrying on their business.. This supply 
we forwarded under the care of Lieutenant Harding as far as 
J^uddear, and directed them to send a party to that place to 
jeceive. it from him, as he had orders to escort some money we 
were sending to the aurungs after he had delivered what was 
•designed for the use of their factory. They accordingly sent 
Ensign Ellet with a party to Nuddear to take charge of it, .and 
under date the 19th November advised us of its safe arrival. 

71. When we inspected the goods arrived from Cossimbuzar, 
"We found the quality of the Guzzarat silk exceeding bad, upon 
which we took out of several bales a small quantity of each 
letter and sent it up to the gentlemen there that they might 
compare them with the musters they contracted on and sent us 
•down for our approbation, giving them our sentiments thereon 
•and letting them know we expected some very sufficient reasons 
for so great a difference in the quality of the silk, and that we 
might not have the same occasion of complaint in what they 
sent us down in future. 

72. This they replied to in a letter under date the 19th 
November, acknowledging the receipt of our remarks with the 
musters we had sent them out of the bales, which they acknow- 
ledged was much inferiour to the contract musters, and parti- 
•cularly in the lower letters, otherwise they should not have 
made such large deductions from the contract price, as 6 and 8 
annas per seer, and that we should observe by their letter of 
•the 19th September that they should still have made a further 
•deduction, had they not been sensible that their merchants were 
■considerable sufferers by this branch of the investment for the 
reasons given in that and other letters, notwithstanding which 
they assure us this silk is equal to any that has been sent down 
for several years past, and would have been superiour, had 
■they not been obliged to take a few parcells (for fear of encreas- 
ing the debts Your Honours have so frequently cautioned them 
to avoid) which they had determined to reject. That they are 
purswaded, if we would seriously weigh and consider the diffi- 
culties their merchants met with on account of the dearness and 
scarceness of putney, we should be induced to think that nothing 
has been wanting on their parts to comply with Yotu* Honours’ 
directions regarding this branch of your business, which has 
been compleated beyond what they could expect, when imme- 
diately after their contracts were made the prices of putney 
rose from 1 rupee to IJ per seer more than was ever before 
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120. In consequence of that order to Mr. Hoi well, he -laid 
before us on the 29th October the dutys which had been collect- 
ed for six years past on the exports of rice, with a letter repre- 
senting the ill effects of totally giving up the present tax on the 
imports at the gunge, and representing the intire prohibition of 
exporting grain out of the place as a much better and more 
salutary method of reducing the price of it. At that time we 
agreed to keep the gunge in our own hands, instead of selling 
it at outcry, by which means we should have it in our power 
either to continue or reduce the dutys as we saw occasion. 

121. -Upon a further consideration of this affair on the 19th 
of November, and refering ourselves to the Consultations of 
proceeding years, we found on a scarcity of grain in 1732 and 
1734 (the gunge being then in Your Honours’ hands), the Presi- 
dent and Council granted an import of grain free of all duty 
during the time of scarcity, collecting the duty again as . usual 
when grain grew more plenty, but as such an indulgence might 
be perniciously perverted by the dealers in rice and in the end 
no way relieve the consumers, we therefore agreed that for the 
future all grain should be landed solely at the gunge,, and that 
a duty of 4 per cent be collected on the imports and 8 per cent 
on exports, prohihiting all expoHgtion of grain, unless the 
current price of the gunge he one maund for a rupee. 

. 122. We hope Your Honours will not disapprove of our taking 
this step, to which we were enduced by the misery and distress 
of the most usefull part of our inhabitants, the industrious poor, 
and as the quantity of rice brought into the place is estimated at 
400000 mds., we have reason to imagine the reduction of the 
duty will not occasion any considerable deminuition in the 
revenue from what the gunge has on a medium sold for, though 
should a loss ensue, the present regulation may be either 
altered or amended as . circumstances differ, and we are apt to 
think Your Honours (who have so frequently directed us to 
relieve our inhabitants as much as lies in our power) would 
rather chuse to suffer something in your revenues than to en- 
hance them at the price of the poor. 

123. Messrs. Eyre and Holwell have dissented .Horn the res^ 
lutioris of the Board in reducing the duty upon grain at this 
preserit juncture, as the price ' of it is now such as cannot be 
called a scarcity, and therefore makes this innovation in their 
opinion very usdess and unnecessary. ■ 
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23rd of that month, a season of the year that bad weather might 
naturally be expected- on, and we were the more . surprised at 

it as the cloth was but very indifferently dressed, on which 
account we returned them a few days after to be redressed, 
and sent theih at the same time 25 chests of treasure to go on 
providing of their investment. 

78. We recommended to Your Honours’ servants at Dacca in 
the above letter to use their utmost endeavours to get their cloth 
in early, to prevent any accidents [for] its coming down too 
late in the season. We let them know that we were informed 
the French and others began giving out their, puttfon] in 
December and January, by which means they were enabled 
generally to send a. large quantity in July or August and there- 
fore, if they thought this method would any way forward their 
business, we directed them to put it [into] practice for the 
future. 

79. Having considered what the gentlemen at Dacca wrote 
concerning the provission of Chandapore cloth at their factory, 
we were of opinion it would -be for Your Honours’ interest if it 
could be effected, and therefore directed them to send us down 
immediately some musters of the different sortments of those 
goods with their prices affixed. 

80. The 3rd of April Mr. Clarembault and his Council wrote 
us down a letter giving us for a reason of their having dis- 
patched the last parcel of cloth so late in the season, that they 
apprehended the last ship would not sail from Ingelie before 
the 11th of March as usual, by which time they had hopes the 
cloth would arrive. They likewise advised us of their having 
given out their putton which they should have done sooner but 
that the delolls and picars had not brought in near the amount 
of what was advanced them last year. 

81. The gentlemen had in a former letter excused the inferior 
quality of their cloth by acquainting us they were obliged to be 
less severe in the prizing than they otherwise would be, on 
account of the number of purcha[sers] who were ready to buy 
up what they turned out of their cottah. But as we looked upon 
this to be no way for Your Honours’ interest and very contrary 
to your frequent orders, we could not admit of such a plea and 
directed them to reject what was not good and rather fall short 
of the quantity ordered to be provided than let the quality be 



742 


LETTER TO .COURT 


Vincent’s request and hope .Your Honours will not be displeased 
therewith, as he is now of service on board one of Your Honours’ 
ships and will return to Europe the. next season. . 

133.. Colonel Scott begs leave to acquaint Your Honours that 
upon his arrival at Madrass he thought it for the benefit of the 
place to change Mr. Hugh Barker, whom Your Honours sent 
out a lieutenant in the train, for Mr. Alford to whom we have 
given a commission accordingly. 

134. We have called upon Your Honours' servants that are 
of age to execute fresh covenants, which they have accordingly 
done, and they are transmitted hence in the box of books by 
this ship.: . 

135. On the 27th ultimo Colonel Scott took notice to the 
Board that there were a number of buxerries in the Zemindary 
which he was of opinion by the tenour of his commission should 
be put under his command, to be regularly trained and made 
serviceable for the defence of the settlement, as well as when 
required to be sent upon partys or other expeditions, and as he 
looked upon them to be a military establishment, he thought 
they ought to be comprehended in that clause of his commission 
which styles him Major of this gamson and Commander of all 
the Company’s forces employed at this Presidency. 

136. Your Honours will observe on the face of .that day’s 
Consultation our several opinions on that head, when the 
majority noted that the buxerries at present employed in the 
■cutcherry (and- which Mr. Hoi well informed us he had reduced 
the number of as much as the nature of ' the post would admit 
or should be under the command of the Zemindar, without 
wWch it would be impossible for him to execute the judicial 
part of his office, .but that in case it should be thought expedwnt 
in future upon an emergency to entertain a further number, 
they should be under the direction of the Commander m Chie 
of the garrison. 

137. The .A.ccomptant having in a letter of the 16th of July 
requested our permission to leave the prizings out of the ge^ra 
books to prevent. their swelling to a size complained of by our 
Honours, we complied therewith .as , it is not pf any grea impor 
tance,.a fair sett pf prizings being transniitted home ,pve^, year. 
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'their making some advantage on the common v/ork that they 
•can get them to do the fine. That for the above rearrorc they 
thought it unavoidably necessary to give out some of the cloth 
for common work, which they thought had lately proved in 
.general better than heretofore, and the greater part oi y/hat had 
been given out of late had been in patterns of a nevr ta.ste and 
fancy, but requested our orders how to act. 


87. We inspected the must- 
down by the gentlemen at Dac 
somewhat inferior to the mus' 
we informed them of and g=v 
might be cheaper bought and t 
of their Council were sent t-c ' 
spot, bo.^ides the advantage re 
and dressed at the aurung itsel 


irs of >n 

:a) the 25;h -rune, and fou.n 






: i' as our cz'.zlnr. that the cloth 
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for th-e:r sentiments m 
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Oa 20th December to Chas. Manningham 
Esqr. for C.Rupecs nine hundred 
eighty four, seven annas, three pice 
(984-7-3) payable to George Slainforth 
@ 2/3 is £St. 110-15-0 

On do to do account John Shipwood for 
C.Rupces five hundred forty (540) 
payable to Thomas Burrow Esqr. @ 

2/3 is 

On do to do account the estate of Thomas 
Braddyall Esqr. deceased for C.Rupecs 
one thousand eleven, eight annas 
(1011-8-0) payable to John Braddyall 
Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On do to Messrs. Manningham and Frank- 
land for C.Rupces seven hundred 
eleven, one anna, nine pice (711-1-9) 
payable to Mrs. Sarah Hawkins @ 

2/3 is 

On do to Chas. Manningham, Will. Frank- 
land and Jane Douglas account 
Elizabeth Thorpe for C.Rupecs three 
thousand five hundred fifty five, nine 
annas (3555-9-0) payable to Elizabeth 
Thorpe @ 2/3 is £St. 400-0-0 

On do to Messrs. Manningham and Frank- 
land for C.Rupecs eighty one thou- 
sand one hundred fifty-one, one anna, 
nine pice (81151-1-9) payable to 
William Wogan Junr. or order @ 2/3 

£St. 9129-9-11 


£St. 60-15-0 


£St. 113-15-10 


£St. 80-0-0 


On do to do for C.Rupees forty one 
thousand seven hundred seventy six, 
two annas, three pice (41776-2-3) 
payable to Capt. Josiah Hindman @ 
2/3 is 


£St. 4699-16-3 


On do to Mr. Luke Scrafton for C.Rupees 
three thousand (3000) payable to Mr. 
Anthony Clerembault @ 2/3 is 


£St. 337-10-0 
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-drawn on them so severe a censure, as they were not consious 
of having neglected any thing in their power for Your Honours 
interest in the purchase of that cloth, which they beg leave to 
.assure us they think much better and cheaper than that of last 
year. Some of the baftaes they allow was ill dressed, but they, 
.hope the much greater part of them did not deserve the censure 
-of being very bad, indeed they were in hopes they would have 
been approved of. However, in obedience to our orders they 
;shall purchase no more of them, seeing the very little prob- 
ability of removing the complaints concerning them. They 
likewise take notice in that letter they wrote us very amply on 
the 18th of June concerning the flowered cloth, to which they 
•desired reference, that they can assure us, as they have Your 
Honours’ interest truely at heart, they shall always endeavour 
to avoid deserving complaints or censure in the purchase of their 
investment but at the same time they beg leave to observe that 
.as the fabricks of all kinds of cloth have been greatly debased 
from the excessive dearness of cotton for the three preceeding 
years and the great increase of buyers, so they apprehend it will 
; require some time before these fabricks can be recovered. 

95. On the 15th ultimo they acknowledged the receipt of the 
10 chests of treasure which we had sent them on the 1st 

I November, 

96. When we supplied our subordinates with money after the 

• dispatch of the Oxford, we sent 15 chests of rupees to Jugdea 
•to forward the investment of that factory and informed them 
•thereof the 12th of March. 

97. On the 26th of March arrived that parcel of cloth which 
-they advised us they had dressed without conjee for a trial, and 
-desired our orders thereon, upon an inspection of which we 

approved both of the quality of the cloth and the method of 

• dressing it, and directed them, if they thought the rest of these 
-cloth would turn out as well in proportion, to dress it in this 

manner. This in a letter of the 18th April they acquainted us 
•they should comply with, as in their opinion this method had 
: much the advantage of the other in many respects. 

. . 98. Your Honours will perceive by the coiuse of our Consul- 
tations that the several parcels of cloth dispatched from that 
•.factory arrived here. 
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On do to do account the estate of William 
Hume deceased for C.Rupees one 
thousand nine, hundred ninety five, 
thirteen annas, six pice . (1^95-13^6) 
payable to do (5) 2/3 is , 

On do to do account Edward Eyles Esqr. 
for C.Rupees two thousand nine 
hundred eighty one, six annas 
(2981-6-0) payable to Edward Eyles 
Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On do to do Edward Eyre and J. Z. 
Holwell account Richard Eyre for 
C.Rupees one thousand eight hundred 
(1800) payable to Richard Eyre Esqr. 
@ 2/3 is 

On do to Messrs. Manningham and 
Franklaiid account Georg'e Pigot 
Esqr. for C.Rupees eight thousand 
eight hundred eighty eight, fourteen 
annas (8888-14-0) payable to Hugh 
Pigot @ 2/3 is 

On do to Chas. Manningham Esqr. account 
John Coats worth for C.Rupees two 
hundred twelve, twelve annas, three 
pice (212-12-3) payable to Mrs, Mary 
Coatsworth @ 2/3 is 

On 27th December to Mr. William Nixon 
for C.Rupees sixty thousand five, 
eight annas (60005-8-0) payable to 
Edward Eyles and Joseph Fowke 
Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On do to do account of Messrs. Jenks and 
, Revely for C.Rupees eight hundred 
sixty eight, four annas (868-4-0) 
payable' to Samuel Jenks @ 2/3 is 

On do to Mrs. , Sophia-. Holland for 
C.Rupees- five thousand . five hundred 
(5500) payable to Edward and Joseph 
Fowke 2/3 is 


‘£St. 224-10-3 


£St. 335-7-11 


£St. 202-10-0 


£St. 1000-0-0 


£St. 23-18-4 


£St. 6750-12-4 


£St. 97-13-6 


£St. 61845-0 
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being sufferers, which orders they acknowledged the receipt of 
in a letter dated the 30th July, assuring us they would punctu- 
ally comply therewith. 

102. As the gentlemen at Jugdea had frequently importuned 
us for a supply of money we sent them up 10 chests of A. Rupees 
on the 30th August. 

103. The baftaes lately received from that place turning out 
extremely good, especially that sortments called Luckypore, we 
directed them in a letter dated the 6th of November to increase 
the quantity and to let their wrappers in future be very good, 
as they were of great use to us in sending up to the aurungs to 
pack our cloth in. 

104. When Mr. McGuire went down to Bulramgurry, we 
gave him directions to provide some musters of the different 
sortments of the Almorra goods, and send them us for our ins- 
pection, which he performed accordingly on the 10th of May and 
desired our immediate answer -if he should set about providing 
any quantity for Your Honours. 

105. Upon inspecting those musters and comparing them with 
the old ones in our warehouse, we found the quality of the 
chucklaes, ginghams and piniascoes pretty good, but the shal- 
bafts we thought very indifferent. Whereupon we directed him 
to provide the following quantities of those sortments, whose 
quality we approve of — 

Piniascoes — 20 and 2 — 1000 pieces 
Ginghams — 20 and 2 — 500 
Chucklaes — 50 and 2 — 2500 

} 

enjoining him to endeavour to keep up the cloth equal to muster, 
and lower the prices if he could, and if he could procure tepoys 
of 28 and IJ at 8 rupees per piece, to provide 800 pieces, but to 
reject the shelbafts. 

106. Upon receiving of these orders he requested a supply of 
32000 A.Rupees to meet this provission, which we sent him on 
the 10th of June, since when we have received some part of 
those goods. The tepoys and ginghams much about the same 
fabrick as those the- merchants brought last year, the tepoys 
rather higher in price, the ginghams much about the same price. 
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On do to do account William Bailie for 
C.Rupees eight hundred eighty eight, 
fourteen annas, three pice (888-14-3) 
payable to Hugh' Bailie or ordet, 
Judge of the Court of Admira.lty in 
Dublin @ 2/ j is 

On do to do account Captain Norton 
Hutchinson for C.Rupees one thousand 
seven hundred three (1703) payable 
to Capt. Norton Hutchinson @ 2/3 is 

On do to do on his own account foi 
C.Rupees seven hundred forty eight 
(748) payable to Robert Goodere @ 
2/3 is 

On do to do account William Keene for 
C.Rupees four hundred forty four, 
seven annas (444-7-0) payable to Henry 
Crabb Boulton Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On do to do on his own account for 
C.Rupees one thousand seven hundred 
seventy seven, twelve annas, six pice 
(1777-12-6) payable to Roger Drake 
Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On do to Richard Becher Esqr. and 
Captain Thomas Powney for C.Rupees 
eight thousand eight hundred eighty 
eight, fourteen annas (8888-14-0) 
payable to William Powney @ 2/3 
is 

On do to Richard Becher and J. Z. 
Holwell Esqr. for C.Rupees six hun- 
dred sixty (660) payable to Captain 
Nathaniel Jacobs. @ 2/3 is . 

On do to David Raxmie for C.Rupees five 
hundred thirty three, five annas, three 
pice (533-5-3) payable to James and 
Mungo Rannie or order @ 2/3 is 


£St. 100-0-0 


£St. 191-11-9 


£St. 84-3-0 


£St. 50-0-0 


£St. 200-0-0 


£St. lOOlWM) 


£St. 74-5-0 


fist. 60-0-0 
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them in that letter to remonstrate this manner of proceeding to 
the Nabob, which would be proper treatment for an enemy 
than a nation at amity with and trading in this coimtry. 

111 . Your Honours will perceive by the course of our Consul-- 
tations that the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar could not possibly 
obtain such perwannah, without making a nuzzir of 3000 rupees 
to the Chuta Nabob and his Duan, which we in several letters 
directed them to avoid paying if possible, as we were apprehen- 
sive they would make it a pretence to demand a sum annually 
upon the same account, should we once give in to so unjustifiable 
an extortion, nor did we know where it might stop, as it would 
be always in their power to raise trifling obstacles in order to 
make us pay a sum of money if they found us so easy. But 
Mr. Watts and his Council still acquainted us they could not 
possibly get a perwannah without making a nuzzir of 3000 rupees 
as they before advised us, and desired our directions whether 
they should give it or not, upon taking which into considera- 
tion we were of opinion for the reasons already given upon this 
head, that such a demand should by no means be complied 
wth, and therefore absolutely forbid them paying it. 

a 

112 . Your Honours will observe by the letters this year 
received from your servants at Jugdea, that they have procured 
leave to remove to Luckipore, and have accordingly built a 
house there, the expences of which we do not yet know. 

113. We must under this head beg leave to offer once more 

to Your Honours’ notice a subject we were in hopes the gentle- 
men at Madrass would have given up, upon the reasons assign- 
ed them by us when they first mentioned it, but as they seem 
determined to carry this [point] and have declared they will 
represent it to Your Honours, in the light they themselves are 
plea[sed] to esteem it, we cannot avoid troubling you of with 
our sentiments, and state the case in its real colours, that Your 
Honours may afterwards give such orders thereon as you shall 
judge proper. What we mean is the standing order Your 
Honours transniitted to India in the year 1734 “that no vessels 
from this place should trade to any settlements on the Coast 
except those belonging to Your Honours”, which standing order 
the President and Council of Fort St. George are anxious to 
have revived. What motives induced these gentlemen to insist 
so streneously on a thing which must be attended with certain 
prejudice to every trader in this , settlement, we are at a loss to 
125 DofA 7 
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Edward . Eyles Esqr. and Crommelin 
Pigou @ 2/3 is , 

On do to Mr. Joseph Gethin for C.Rupees 
four thousand four hundred forty 
four, seven annas (4444-7-0) payable 
to himself @ 2/3 is 

On do to Mr. Luke Scrafton for C.Rupees 
two thousand (2000) payable to Mr. 

. -Toby Chauncy @ 2/3 is 

On do to Messrs, Clerembault and Scraf- 
ton for C.Rupees three thousand 
(3000) payable to Thomas Burrow 
Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On do to do for C.Rupees three .thousand 
(3000) payable to William. Wogan 
Junr. @ 2/3 is 

On do to Mathew ' Collet ^ Esqr. for 
C.Rupees eight hundred eighty eight, 
fourteen annas, three .pice (888-14-3) . 
payable, to Mr, John Collet @. 2/3 
is . 

On do to Mr. Thomas Cooke for 
C.Rupees eleven thousand six hund- 
red seventeen, four annas, six pice 
(11617-4-6) payable . to Mrs. Alice 
Forster @ 2/3 is 

On do to E. H. Cruttenden for C.Rypees 
one thousand three hundred, sixteen, 
six annas, three pice (13i6-6-3) . pay- 
able to' William Holcombe @ 2/3 is 

On do to Mr. Peter Amyatt for C.Rupees 
eight hundred eighfy-ieight, fourteen 
annas, three pice (888-14-3)' payable' 
to himself of order @ 2/3 is " 

.On do to John. Macmouth Junr., for 
C.Rupees one .thousand seven hundred 
seventy ' seven, twel've “'annas;'' ''three 
pice (1777-12-3) payable to 'Mr. John ^ 
MacMouth'of RothefitH -@ 2/3 -is • ■ 


£St. 1300-0-0 

* 

■ • £St, 500-0-0 

£St. 225-0-0 

£St. 337-10-0 

£St. 337-10-0 

-£St. 100-0-0 

£St. 1306-18-10 

.£St. 148-1-11 

£St. 100-0-0 

. £St. 200-0-0 
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which we took" into consideration on the 26th of that month, 
and as the houses belonging to Europeans and others in the 
white town sell from ten to twelve thousand rupees each house, 
and the yearly charges of them are so large as to afford but 
little advantage to the proprietors, we agreed to submit the 
laying a duty of 5 per cent on the sales to Your Honours, and 
shall only just observe that we think it would be a hardship 
upon the proprietors of such houses. In relation to the convert- 
ing the grotmd rent called Cowrie Mhul into Siccas, and- raising 
the half rent into whole rent as he requests in the above letter# 
we did not think proper to alter an indulgence which has sub- 
sisted from the original of the settlement for so trifling an 
advantage. 

117. In our letter dated the 23rd of September 1753, we 
informed Your Honours we should examine Mr, Hoi well’s state 
of the revenues delivered in just before the dispatch of the 
Wager. Accordingly we met for that purpose on the 28th 
September when, after reading that state and other letters 
delivered in by Mr, Holwell, Mr. Frankland desired leave to 
give in his remarks in writing to the Board, which he performed 
accordingly on the 27th ultimo, copy of which letter we enclose 
in this ship’s packet for Your Honours’ observation. 


118. Mr. Holwell has desired upon the face of that day’s 
Consultation, Your Honours would suspend your judgement of 
the state of the revenues transmitted you last year, till he can 
have an opportunity of vindicating himself from the accusations 
contained against him in the above letter of Mr. Frankland’s, 

119. When we resolved not to pay the nuzzir of 3000 rupees 

demanded by the Chufa Nabob for a perwannah to import grain 
from Bakergunge, we [took] under consideration in what manner 
to encourage the importation of rice into the place, and by that 
means relieve the distresses of the poor inhabitants which we 
were of opinion was chiefly owing to the heavy duties there 
levyed on the imports at the gunges. We therefore directed 
Mr. Holwell to lay before us an 'account of the dutys which have 
been collected 'for some years past on -the exportation of rice, in 
order to relieve the poor, if possible, by reducing the heavy tax 
now levyed -on the imports,, and make Your Honours some 
amends by encreasing the duty on the' exportation.- . ... 
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On do to Mr. Thomas Coales for C.Kupees 
three hundred fifty five, nine annas 
(355-9-0) payable to Captain Theo- 
: philus Weight @ 2/3 is . . £St. 40-0-0 

On do to do for C.Rupees eight hundred 
eighty eight, fourteen annas, three 
pice (888-14-3) payable to Mr. Owen 
■Jones @ 2/3 is £St. 100-0-0 

On do to Mr. Mapletoft for C.Rupees 
eight hundred eighty eight, fourteen 
aimas, three pice (888-14-3) payable 
to Mr. Peter Taylor of London, gold 
smith or order @ 2/3 is • £St. 100-0-0 

On do to William Mackett Esqr. for 
C.Rupees five thousand one hundred 
fifty five, nine annas (5155-9-0) pay- 
able to Mr. David Findlay @ 2/3 is £St. 580-0-0 

On do to Messrs. Manningham and Frank- . 
land for the proceeds of two chests 
of coral beads marked BDM No. 5 
and 6 shipped by Richard Barwell 
Esqr. on the Egmont Captain Tolson 
for C.Rupees twenty five thousand ^ 
eight hundred sixty one, three annas 
■ (25861-3-0) payable to Richard 
Barwell Esqr. @ 2/3 is £St. 2909-7-8 

143. The whole amount of bills of exchange is C.Rupees 
four hundred sixty nine thousand seven hundred seventy eight, 
three annas, six pice (469778-3-6) or £St. 52850-16-10. 

Supplement. 

144. The President and Council of Fort St; George ha'ving 
in a letter of the 12th February requested a supply of gun 
powder in the month of September we directed Mr. Lawrence 
Withering [ton] to get ready as large a quantity as . he could by 
that time, when we promised to send them up whatever quantity 
should be made. 

145. In our Consultation of the 14th of Jtme Your Honours 
will perceive a letter delivered in by Colonel MaccafEray con- 
cerning a. -demand he had . upon the estate of Capt. William 
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124. Colonell Scott has acquainted us that he purposes send- 
ing Your Honours a plan , of this town, as well as what other 
works may be necessary for the defence of it, in his private 
packet. We must therefore beg leave to refer Your Honours 
thereto, the expence of which; he cannot estimate at present. 

Sixthly, concerning factors, writers and their ouccomyts 
and seventhly, tovjching accompts. 

125. Mr. Joseph Lowe one of Your Honours’ covenanted 
servants departed this life on the 24th of May. 

126. Mr. Baillie having wrote for an assistant at Jugdea, we 
appointed Mr. John Johnstone to that factory. 

127. The securities of Mr. Mathew Collet demanding their 
bond, we agreed the President should deliver it up. 

128. Having received advice from the Coast of the death of 
Captain Jas. Chase and Lieutenant Kirk, Lieutenant Keene 
having likewise deceased on the 16th September, the President 
informed the Board he had granted a captain lieutenant’s com- 
mission to Mr. Alexander Grant, and a lieutenant’s commission 
to Mr. John Ellet. 

129. Agreeable to Your Honours’ directions, we have given 
commissions to the several officers you have this year been 
pleased to send us, according to the rank Your Honours have 
placed them, excepting Captain John Howes who is detained at 
the Coast by the President and Council there. 

130. We have permitted Mr. Owen Jones, one of the surgeon’s 
mates at this place, to return to Europe upon his request and 
have appointed Mr. Taylor (whom Your Honours have recom- 
mended to succeed to the first vacancy of surgeon here) in his 
room till a vacancy happens. 

131. Mr. Charles O’Hara, one of the young gentlemen Your 
Honours sent with Mr. Robins, being arrived here and applying 
to be taken into the service agreeable to Your Honours’ direc- 
tions sent at that time, we admitted him accordingly, and he 
takes his standing as a writer from his first arriving in India. 

132. Your Honours having directed Mr. George Alexander 
should return to Europe we appointed Mr. Nath. Wilson at 
Dacca in his room; we have since permitted Mr. Alexander to 
serve in quality of surgeon on board the Montford at Captain 
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hiniseU up -to the Commissioners of 'Admiralty in England and 
to be t^ed, ^d have transmitted them the depositions of those 
who prosecute for the deceased as well as those who are evi- 
dence, for the prisoner. 

149. Upon receipt of Your Honours’ packet per Egmdht we . 
read the exemplification of His Majesty’s new charter sent us 
by that ship and, oii the 5th day of October promulgated the 
same. . The first thing we did was the appointment pf twelve 
commissioners for the Court, of Requests, as many of which as 
we could we chpse out of Your Honours’ covenanted servants. 
We then appointed Mr. Thos. Coales, Accoinptant General as 
directed in the charter; and we have transniitted the two courts 
such paragraphs of your orders as relate to them, agreeable to 
Your Honours’ commands, to us. . - . 

,150. Your Honours will perceive by. oiir Consultations what 
has since passed between us. and the Court of Requests in regard 
to the establishment of. that court with officers and allowances 
on the most reasonable fpotiiig; and as the fees settled .by Act 
of Parliament for .courts’ of the. sainie nature, in England were 
esteemed tod extravagant for this country, we agreed to make 
the officers of thkt court certain reasonable allowances, and 
levy a duty of 5 per cent on all suits determined there to reim- 
burse Yoiir Honours that charge, which was accordingly done, 
and continued till after ;the ballot for new commissioners in the- 
begiiming , of JDecember when . they informed us, by letter that 
the peons they had hithertp entertained -by our order , were not 
sufficient and that they were in want of further writing assist- 
ance. the business of that court increasing daily, upon which we 
left it to them to make what allowances they thought proper and 
collect a large duty for the reimbursement of such advanced 
charges. 

151. As the charter directs all suits under, five, pagodas should 
be prosecuted in the court, we ordered the Zemindar should 
not take cognizance of any disputes of property under 
20 C., Rupees, . to prevent the jurisdiction of the cutcherry and . 
that court from interfering with each other and creating conti- 
nual contests between, them. 

152. Three of the members, of the Mayor’s Court . being 
absent at the time the charter arrived, and hot coming in time 
to qualify themselves for their seats on the bench, we have 
appointed Messm; Valicourt, .Verelst and Fullerton Aldermen 
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138. We have ..already , .acquainted .Yowr , Honours, of the 

method we have settled the . merchants’; accompts in and our 
resolutions to compel them to sign :their accompts as settled by 
us. 

139. In framing the invoice by this ship we have- valued the 
goods received from the aurungs at Rs. 13/2 per cent .more than 
their cost at those places by making the. following advances: 

Dustore 2-5-6 

Brokerage . .. 0-12-6 

Interest ... 10-0-0 

13-2-0 

which will be brought to Your Honours’ credit in your books, 
as by charging these articles we find the goods turned out at a 
medium about the price contracted for with our merchants, and 
as we purpose gratifying such of our gomastahs out of the article 
of brokerage as have acted well in their employs, and exerted 
themselves in the purchase of cheap and good cloth. 

140. Though by this statement our goods from the aurungs 
turn out much about the same price as what our merchants 
used to bring in, yet as the quality of them are in bur opinion 
greatly superior, we flatter ourselves this method will meet with 
Your Honours’ approbation. 

141. The running cash and treasury accounts are enclosed in 
this packet, by which Your Honours will perceive we have a 
very large ballance now in our treasury, which we esteem a 
very favourable circumstance, as we shall have it in our power 
to send early supplys to. our subordinates, and succeed we hope 
much better at our aurungs than we have done last year, by 
beginning to make our purchases immediately after the dispatch 
of the shipping this season. 

142. We shall now advise Your Honours of the bills of ex- 
change we have granted by this ship: 

On the 26th November to the Reverend 
Gervas Bellamy for C.Rupees two 
hundred sixty „ six, eleven annas 
(266-11-0) payable to Mr. Thomas 
Pomfret’t @ 2/3 is • , . , £St. 30-0-0 
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, 156. Mr. Culling S^th having requested our .permission to 
return to Europe for the , recovery of , his health and.it being 
the doctor’s opinion that it ydll greatly contribute thereto, we 
have complied with his request and permitted him to return on 
this ship. We. must beg leave, to mention hini to Your Honours 
as a young gentleman very diligent in your service and worthy 
of your favour. 

157. Enclosed in this packet we transmit Your Honours a 
letter from our attorney directed to Nathaniel Cole Esqr. con- 
cerning the deposit of Deepchund, lodged in the Mayor’s Court, 
to which we must beg leave to refer for the particulars of that 
affair. 

158. In the box of books by this ship we transmit Your 
Honours a copy of our book of standing orders. 

159. We have laden on this, ship sundry stores for the use of 

St. Helena as per invoice and bill of lading transmitted thither 
amounting to C.Rs 

160. We have likewise laden on her sundry goods and 
merchandize consigned to Your Honours as per invoice and 
bill of lading enclosed amounting .to C.Rs.......... 

161. Mr. William Frankland who dispatches thiS' ship from 
Ingelie will advise Your. Honours of what further may be neces- 
sary from there. 

162. We wish her a safe and speedy passage to Your Honours 
and are with the greatest respect. 

May it' please Your Honours, 

Your faithful humble servants, 

Roger Drake Junr./E. H. Cruttendeh/C. Manningham/ 
Richd. Becher/W. Fra n k! and/M. Collet/W; Mackett. 

Fort William, 

4th January 1754 . 

(Ref: Public General Letters to Court, Vol. 3, 1753-54. 
pp. 5 — 67. 

Paras. 116, 124, 135, 136 pubHshed in C. R. Wilson’s Old Fort 
William in Bengal, Vol. I, pp. 255-56.) 
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On do to Chas. ' Manningham account 
William Davis Esqr. for C.Rupees 
three thousand five hundred thirty 
four, three pice (3534-0-3) payable to 
William Davis Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On do to William Frankland Esqr. for 
C.Rupees one thousand thirty eight, 
three annas, six pice (1038-3-6) pay- 
able to Thos. Frankland Esqr. @2/3 
is 

On do to the Hon’ble Roger Drake Esqr. 
on account 2 chests of coral imported 
peP Bombay Castle and shipped per 
David de Castro marked S.B. No. 3 
and S.B. No. 7 for C.Rupees eleven 
thousand two hundred four, two 
annas, six pice (11204-2-6) payable to 
Mr. Benjamin Mendez de Costa @ 
2/3 is 

On do to do account 1 chest of coral 
marked [symbol] No. 1 account 
Thomas Godfrey Esqr. for C.Rupees 
nine thousand five hundred Mty 
six, twelve annas, six pice (9556-12-6) 
payable to Thomas Godfrey Esqr. 
@ 2/3 is 

On do to do and Chas. Manningham Esqr. 
being returns of a chest of amber 
beads marked MF No. 10 per 
Colchester for C.Rupees three thou- 
sand twenty six, nine pice (3026-0-9) 
payable to Moses Franco and Com- 
pany @ 2/3 is 

On do to Chas. Manningham Esqr. 
account the estate Frances Woolaston 
deceased for C.Rupees seven thousand 
sixty two, six annas, nine pice, 
(7062-6-9) payable to Chas. Mannin- 
gham @ 2/3 is 


£St. 397-11-0 


£St. 116-16-0 


£St. 1260-9-4 


£St. 1075-2-9 


£St. 340-8-7 


£St. 794-10-3 
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•of March next ensuing, by y^hich' means we hope to save Youi 
Honours considerable sum in interest, as the owners of. them 
notes . will either bring them in to -be discharged or lose the 
cbnipoiind the interest on such notes; we have likewise advanced 
Omichund 150000 Rs. on his saltpetre contract to prevent pay- 
ing him rany further, interest on that account. 

4. We. are now to advise Your Honours of the several sums 
of money for which we have granted bills of exchange payable 
at ninety days after sight as usual @ 2s. 3d. per rupee: 

On the 7. Jany. 1754 of Jonathan Ranson 
Current Rupees three thousand five 

• hundred (3500) payable to William, 

Davis Esqr. and Capt. Thomas Hill is £St. 39M5-0 

On the 14 do to William Nixon account . . 

Cornelius Goodwin Current Rupees 
five hundred eighty three,' three • 
annaes (583-3-0) payable to Thomas 
. . Burrow Esqr; is ■ . - " . £St. 65-12-2 

On- do to Thomas Blahey Current Rupees 
four hundred forty- four, seven aniiaes 
(444-7-0) payable to Mr: Wm. ^ex- 
ander is £St. 50^0-0 

On ditto to Wm. Nixon Current Rupees' 

• six thousand four hundred (6400) 
payable to Messrs.; Crommelin Pigou 
and David Jenks is £St. 720-0-0 

On do to William Fullerton Current 
Rupees seven thousand seven 
hundred seven, . . ten annaes, three 
pice (7707-10-3) payable to Mr. Henry 
Allen is - - £St. 867-2-4 

On do to Capt. John Green Current 
Rupees three thousand four hundred 
..seventy three, thirteen ■ annaes 
. ■ (3473-13-P) payable, .to. Capt. . • 

, Nathan [ieli Cush is ; j;' .£St, 390-15-1 

On do .tb the Hfan’ble Roger Drake Esqr. 
account Messrs. Roberts and Baynes 
Current Rupees one' 'thousand one 
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On do to Doctor Gray for C.Rupees twelve 
thousand two hundred fifty two 
(12252) payable to Henry Allen and 
Daniel Booth @ 2/3 is . . 

On do to Captain George Minchih for. 
C.Rupees seventeen thousand five 
hundred eighty three, one anna, nine 
pice (17583-1-9) payable to the legal 
representatives of Major James Mors- 
man @ 2/3 is 

On the 28th December to Messrs. Mackett 
and Amyatt for C.Rupees nine thou- 
sand six hundred (9600) payable to 
David Findley @ 2/3 is 

On 30lh December to Capt. LeGeyt 
for C.Rupees twenty eight thousand 
four hundred forty four, two annas, 
three pice (28444-2-3) payable to 
Captain LeGeyt @ 2/3 is 

On 31st December to Richard Becher 
Esqr. for C.Rupees six hundred 
twenty nine, twelve annas, six pice 
(629-1*2-6) payable to Robert Nettleton 
Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On do to the Hon’ble Roger Drake and 
J. Z. Holwell Esqr. account Mrs. 
Elizabeth Cockle for C.Rupees two 
thousand six hundred thirty nine, 
four annas, six pice (2639-4-6) payable 
to Messrs. James Adams, stationer in 
Lombard Street and Edmund 
Lardner, wholesale haberdasher in 
the borough of Southwark @ 2/3 
is 

On do to the Hon’ble Roger Drake Esqr. 
account Philip -Polier for C.Rupees 
three hundred fifty five, nine annas 
('355-9-0) , payable to Mr. , James 
Teissier @ 2/3 is . • 


- £St. 1378-7-0 


£St. 1978-2-0 


£St. 1080-0-0 


£St. 3199-19-3 


£St. 70-17-0 


£St. 296-18-4 


£St. 40-0-0 
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On do to dp dp . account Daniel Lascelles 
Esqr. Current Rupees four thousand 
(4000) payable to Daniel Lascelles 
Esqr. is 

On do to Mahningham and Franklahd 
account John Hope Esqr. Current 
Rupees one thousand ninety two, 
two annaes, six pice (1092-2-6) pay- 
able to John Hope Esqr. is 

On do tO'Capt. Richard Drake Current 
Rupees twenty one thousand six hun- 
dred (21600) payable to Capt. Richard 
Drake is 

On do to Messrs. Manningham and 
Frankland account William Wogan 
Current Rupees four th^ousand six 
hundred forty five, three annaes, nine 
\i3ice payable to William Wogan Junr. 
is 

On do to ditto account Levy arid Reuben 
Salomons Current Rupees twenty 
three thousand five hundred twenty 
four, fourteen annaes, three, pice 
(23524-14-3) payable to Messrs. Levy 
and Reuben Salomons is 
On do to Mr. Peter Amyatt Current 
Rupees three hundred eighty fiye, 
eleveri annaes, six pice payable to 
' • William Barwell Esqr. is 

On do to do Current Rupees five hundred 
three, 'nine annaes (503-9-0) payable 
to Mr. 'nioirias ' Sherwood is 
On do to Messrs. Mackeitt and Amyatt 
. . , Current Rupees nine thousand six 
hundred (9600) payable to David 
Findlay Esqr,. is 

On do to ditto Currerit Rupees fourteen 
thousand forty six, nine arinaes, six 
pice (14046-9-6) .payable to David 
' . .'Findlay Esqr, is 


£St. 400-0-0 

£St.. 122-17-4 

£St. 2430-0-0 

£St. 522-11-0 

£St. 2646-10-llf 

£St. 43-7-10 

£St. 56-13-0 

. £St. 1080-0-0 

• £St. 1580-4-8 
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On do to William Forth for C-Rupees 
eight hundred eighty eight, fourteen 
annas, three pice (888-14-3) payable 
to William Ferguson, druggist in 
Wood Street @ 2/3 is 

On do to J. Z. Holwell Esqr. for CI.Rupees 
one thousand one hundred Mty five, 
eight annas, nine pice (1155-8-9) pay- 
able to Charles Raymond Esqr. (g) 2/3 
is 

On do to do for C.Rupees four hundred, 
thirty, five annas, nine pice (430-5-9) 
payable to Edward Stephenson Esqr. 
@ 2/3 is 

On do to do for C.Rupees seven thousand 
one hundred eleven, one anna, nine 
pice (7111-1-9) payable to William 
Davis Esqr, and Messrs. Gosling and 
Rennet @ 2/3 is 

On do to Mrs. Margaret Warrick for 
C.Rupees seven hundred (700) pay- 
able to Mr. William Cooke @ 2/3 is 

On do to Mr. Solomon Margass for 
C.Rupees three hundred twenty one, 
thirteen annas (321-13-0) payable to 
Solomon Margass or order @ 2/3 is 

On do to Mr. William Nixon for 
C.Rupees six hundred twenty two, 
three annas, six pice (622-3-6) pay- 
able to Messrs. Chauncy, Brown 
and Chauncy @ 2/3 is 

On 27th December to William Nixon 
account Messrs. Jenks and Revely 
for C.Rupees nineteen thousand three 
hundred five (19305) payable ..to 
Thomas Burrow Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On 31st December, to do for C,Rupees 
eleven thousand five hxmdred fifty 
-five, nine annas' (11555-9-0) payable! to 


; £St. 100-0-0 

£St. 130-0-0 

£St. 48-8-3 

£St. 800-0-0 

£St. 78-15-0 

£St. 36-4-1 

£St. 70-0-0 

£St. 2171-16-S 



LETTER DATED 18 JANUARY 1754 

Purchase of goods at , the aurangs through the guTnashtahs— 
correspondence between J. Z. Holwell and the Council regard- 
ing the purchase of ground near Calcutta. 

T O the.Hon’ble Court of Directors for Affairs of the Hori’ble 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the 
East Indies. 


May it please Your Honours. 

By the inclosed copys of letters to Mr. Holwell, Zemindar, 
Your Honours will have the satisfaction to observe that we 
have not been unmindfull of the orders received last year from 
the gentlemen of the Secret Committee to give all encourage- 
ment lor weavers to come and resort within our precincts. This 
method to piocure any vacant ground we esteemed the more 
efficacious to prevent all suspicion of the design it was intended 
for, Sind by Mr. Holwell’s' reply Your Honours will notice that 
he, by observation when the ground. was mesisured, takes notice 
of a spott which would be extremely commodious for the 
settlement of weavers and which we empowered him to pur- 
chase, but many difficulties has started which has been hitherto 
a hindrance to the procuring of that ground. Our endeavours 
shall not be wanting to promote the fabrick of as many sort- 
ments of cloth as possible within our bounds and under our 
fcontrol]. We flatter ourselves that the method we read[ily 
employed] for and consented to for providing the investment 
will meet Your Honours’ entire approbation. The different 
goods made in and about Calcutta are the sort[ments] we 
proposed to employ the weavers about last year, that a perfect 
knowledge might be gained of their real cost, but as we fell 
into another method than that of employing merchants to pro- 
vide the investment, and being well assured that an attempt 
against the Export Warehouse Keeper privately to engage 
weavers to 'make the quantity of cloth, we designed, in our own 
houses (as by bur letter to the Secret Committee of the 28th 
December 1752) might have frustrated* the good design to obtain 
a quantity of those goods, by promoting a jealousy that we were 
acting underhand with him, has prevented our having in readi- 
ness those sortments which we proposed forwarding to Your 
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On do to Mr. Culling Smith for C.Rupees 
eight hundred eighty eight; fourteen 
annas, three pice (88844-3) payable 
to himself @ 2/3 is 

On do to Mr. William Fulerton for 
C.Rupees two thousand two hundred 
sixty, nine annas, six pice (2260-9-6) 
payable to William Barwell Esqr. (5) 
2/3 is 

On do to do for C.Rupees one thousand 
two hundred thirty four, teii annas, 
nine pice (1234-10-9) payable to 
David Findlay @ 2/3 is 

On do to do for C.Rupees two thousand 
five hundred (2500) payable to David 
Findlay and William Watts @ 2/3 is 

On do to do for C.Rupees nine thousand 
six hundred (9600) payable to David ’ 
Findlay account William Watts @ 
2/3 is 

On do to do for C.Rupees eight thousand 
eight hundred eighty eight, fourteen . 
annas (8888-14-0) payable to William 
Wynch Esqr. (S) 2/3 is 

On do to Mr. James Gay for C.Rupees 
four hundred forty four, seven annas 
(444-7-0) payable to James Barton (S) 
2/3 is 

On do to do for C.Rupees four hundred 
forty four, seven annas (444-7-0) pay- 
able to John Gay @ 2/3 is 

Qn do to James Valicourt for C.Rupees 
five hundred forty (540) payable to 
William Barwell @ 2/3 is . 

On do to the Hon’ble Roger Drake Esqr. 
for C.Rupees hirie hundred' ninety; 

. ■ twelve annas, six' pice' (99042^6) pay- ” 
able William Barwell Esqr. @ 2/3 is' 


■ ■ £St. 100-0-0 

£St. 254-6-4 

' £St. 13848-0 

. £St. 281-5-0 

£St. 1080-0-0 

£St. 1000-0-0 

£St. 50-0-0 

£St. 50-0-0 

•£St;. 60-15r0 

£St. 111-9-3 
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therefore apply to you. (as having been industriously employed 
in. the measurement of ;the ground belonging to the ■'Company) 
and, desire you will inform us if there is any where within 
(Our. bounds a sufficient vacant space for the number of v/eavers 
;in Calcutta and many more to be expected from different parts 
of the country to build their habitations on and proper to fix 
looms for' the. manufacturing of many different kinds of cloth. 

' ■ ■ ■ - • . . yffQ are, 

•]: ■ ' . Sir, 

■ Your most obedient servants, 
Roger Drake Juhr./E. H. Cfuttenden. 

Port William, 

2nd July ,1753. 


^ ENCLOSURE 2 

Answer. 

To ,the Hon’jjle- .Roger .Drake .and E. H; Crutt^nden Esqrs., 
Hon’ble Sind Worshipfull Sirs, 

In obedience to your favour of 2nd. instant I am to inform 
you that by the state of the present measurement which I shall 
be enabled to lay -before, the Board sometime this month, you 
will obse^^e there remains only 321 begas of the Hon'ble 
•Company’s ground un-tenaiited including the fort, churches, 
gardens, cutchery (etc.), so that there is no vacant space in the 
bounds anyway adequate to the intention you, have in view 
towards executing the commands of our Hon’ble masters 
particularly addressed you/But to the southward of and con- 
tiguous [> ] there is a Isurge sind commodious [ 1 to 

the Rajah Kissenchund and the zemindars Monore Roy, Joyram 
Roy and Santose Roy Chbwdry,' which would in all respects be 
extremely proper for the settlement you intend, as it is high in 
a clear open air and in the neighbourhood of good water^ and so 
situated within the creek that runs from Surman’s Bridge to 
Callygat and under the eye of the principal guard to the south- 
ward of the town as to make’ it liable to no molestation. This 
ground I believe may be obtained for the rent of one nipee per 
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West, whose executor Mr’ George Gray refused coming to any 
composition or adjustment but by course of law, the charges 
of which he was unable to support, and therefore deferred 
our orders to Mr. Gray to settle it by arbitration, j^^ereon 
we directed our Secretary to send that gentlemen a copy of 
Mr. Maccaffray’s letter and acquaint him, we thought the 
method he had proposed of settling it by arbitration a very 
■equitable one. Mr. Gray on the 23rd June replied to that letter, 
and his answer to that letter is entered after that day’s Consul- 
tation, by which Your Honours will perceive the dispute seems 
to be of a complicated nature and what we could not interfere 
in as a Governour and Council. 

146. Upon demanding of Ramnaut[bose] his son the annual 
2000 rupees which he agreed to pay on account of his father’s 
■debts to Your Honours, we found that he was not able to dis- 
charge that sum, and on the 23rd of June he petitioned the 
Board to sell his eftects and clear him of this annual demand 
which he could not possible comply with. We have accordingly 
disposed of such effects of his as we could get any account of, 
as per account sales entered after our Consultation of the 14th 
August and have directed the President and Import Warehouse 
Keeper to examine his books and make a strict inquiry, if any 
of the debts said to be outstanding are recoverable or not. 

147. On the 11th October the Falmouth company wrote the 
President a letter requesting Mr. Thomas Bromfield, fourth 
mate of that ship, might be ordered to his trial for the murther 
of one of their comrades, whose death they laid to his diarge, 
upon which we desired Captain Field to send for those of his 
men up to town as had any thing to alledge against the said 
Bromfield. 

148. Upon their coming up, their several depositions were 
taken and sworn to before us, and as this seemed to. be a criminal 
matter cognizable by us as a court of admiralty, we intended 
to have brought the said Bromfield to his tryal accordingly, but 
upon further examination finding the blow or kick said to be 
the cause of the seaman’s death was given in the English 
Channel, it was the opinion of our lawyers we could not pro- 
ceed upon the tfyal in India, the presumptive . cause : of the 
seaman’s death being without the limits prescribed in . His 
Majesty’s commission .of admiralty to- us granted. ' We ■ -have 
therefore bound Mr. Bromfield over by recognizance to deliver 
12 $ DofA — 48 


LETTER DATED 28 FEBRUARY 1754 

Shipping matters-^proposal for the removal of factory from 
Jagdia to Lakshmipur— charges of maladministration against 
Messrs. Baillie and Playdell — Col. Scott to expedite the comple- 
tion of his projects for the security of Calcutta — bills of exchange 
drawn on the Company, 

T O the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for AfEairs of the 
Hon’ble United Company of Merchants of England trading 
to the East Indies. 


May it please Your Honours. 

1. Copy of our last letter under date the 19th January per 
Durrington is enclosed in this packet, as well as triplicate of ’ 
what we wrote Your Honours by the Portfield. 

2. The Durrington was dispatched from Ingelie by Mr. 
Thomas Coales when she drew 18-10 foot water upon an even 
keel. 

3. Having already informed Your Honours of our stationing 
the Egmont to relieve the Colchester at the island of Negra!is, 
she was dispatched accordingly for that island on the 22nd 
instant by Mr, Thomas Bellamy, laden with, provisions, arti- 
ficers, husbandmen, etc., for their use. 

. 4. Caplin Thomas Field complainmg in a letter to the Board 
that he had lost, several of his ships’ company by death and 
desertion, we ordered the. military to be draughted for him, and 
that such as were willing ' to return, to England should have 
Kberty to take their passage bn his ship. 

• 5. Enclosed in this packet are all Captain Field’s requests, 

with what other papers appertain [to] his ship. 

6. ,'We have purchased and laden on the Falmouth a parcrf 
of Patna goods which were tendered us by Omichund, and which 
we hope will meet with Your Honours’ approbation. 

7. After which a calculate of the number of bales already 
laden on- this ship , and ready to be laden being brought in by 
the Export Warehouse Keeper with their amount C.Rs. nme 
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m their room, as- one of the hbseht inernbefs has been out of 
the place more than a twelve, month, and there is ho pro'bability 
of the other two returning -within that time; the reason- of dur 
not filling up these vacancies, at the time of swearing in the 
Mayor and Aldermen, was the ground we then had to imagine 
they y^ould arrive very quickly, but from advices since received, 
that not being possible, we thought it for the advantage of the 
place that the administration of justice should not be confined 
to so small a number. 

153. We must here take notice to Your Honours of .a mistake 
which we apprehend has happened in the invoice., and bill of 
Jading per Winchelsea, both which mention but 60 tonns of 
iron by that ship, whereas the Store Keeper acquaints us he 
has received 78 tonns 18 hundredweights 3 quarters 19 pounds, 
from whence we conclude the quantity should have been 80 
tonns, especially as there is 42 barrs deficient in tale. We have 
therefore demanded the deficiency of Captain Baron who has 
discharged it. 


154. We have laden the following sortments of goods on this 
ship, which are intirely new and sent you by way of trial, for 
which purpose we request Your Honours’ orders whether we 
shall purchase any for the future. 


Cardemis Dergoria 20 and 

Do French sort 20 and 2 ^ 

Do Heroa 18 and 1| 

Elatches Muleapore 18 and IJ 

Seersuckers French sort 30 and 2 


Habasses 30 and 2 

155. We have likewise sent Your Honours the following 
sortments repeatedly by you ordered, but which we could never 
get our merchants to contract for; . 

’ Photos middling 28 and 2^' 

Do blue and white 28 and 2.t 

Seersuckers middling 24 and 2 . ' : ; * 

Mulmulls Santipore middling 40 and 3 - 
Dooreas Coincola 40 and 2 


.Cotton yam ;; 
Do do fine 
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11. Mr. Baillie- iri a letter of the 22nd January acquainting 
us that upon attenipting to rernoye from Judgea to Luci^oor 
the iPhowsdar of that place had impeded his effecting that 
removal^ by forbiding all their servants, cooleys. etc., to assist 
them in- getting anything into their boats, whereupon he 
requested us to procure a perwanhah from Muxadavad to 
remove to Luckypooi* without molestation, which we have 
accordingly directed the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar to make 
application for at the Durbar. 

12. In a letter of the 10th December Mr. Baillie proposed to 
the Board the -renting of the whole perguhnah or district of 
Luckypoor, which he was of opinion would be greatly for Your 
Honours’ interest as it might be got for 2,000 rupees per annum, 
and the renting of the gro.und again to the tenants, who would 
willingly come and reside under the English protection, would 
more than clear that sum, besides which he did not doubt but 
in a few years the greatest part of their investment might be 
manufactured within their own bounds, by, the encouragement 
the weavers would have to settle among them. He therefore 
requested our orders to farm that district for Your Honqursi 
and to have it mentioned in the same perwannah that should be 
sent for the removal of their factory to Luckypoor which place 
would exceed the sum firstmentioned to the Board and amount 
to 19 or 20;000 rupees, but as there would so many advantages 
attend it, preferably, to Jugdea he flattered .himself we would 
not esteem that expence any way too considerable, especially 
as it was chiefly occasioned by their being obliged to bring all 
their materials from Dacca, which was w^hat he did not foresee 
when he wrote us it would amount to no more than 4,000 rupees, 
purposing at that time to . remove ., to Mutlubgunge, where 
materials of all. kinds are extremely , cheap and near -at -hand. 

IS: Soon after 'the receipt of - that’ letter ‘ the delolls from 
Judgea (whom Mr. Baillie Had advised us he was informed 
were on" their way down) arrived ' and presented an iMorma- 
tion in ‘writing against' Messrs. Baillie and Playddl for mal- 
administration in Your Honoiurs’ affairs while at Judgea, for 
which information of -theirs with our proceedings thereon we 
must beg leave to ref err our Consultation of the 1st instant, 
wherein Your Honours will perceive we have appointed Mr. 
Edward Esrre to proceed to Judgea' and transact your affairs at 
that factory till -Messrs. Baillie and -Playdell have justifled 
their conduct to the satisfsictibn of the Board,' for which pm*- 



LETTER DATED 17 JANUARY 1754 

Question of the levy of consulage on the Armenians refetred 
to home authorities — account of the distribution of money to 
subordinate factories. 

T O the Hon’ble the. Court of Directors for Affairs of the 
Hon’ble the United Company of Merchants of England 
trading to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours. 

1. Having laden sundry goods and merchandize on board this 
ship for Europe and consigned the same to the President and 
Coimcil of Fort St. George, we are now dispatching of her to 
[the] place, and have enclosed in her packett a duplicate of our 
address to Your Honours by the Portfield under date the 31st 
ultimo, to which we beg leave to stand referred for the parti- 
culars of your affairs under our management. 

2. The Armenians having addressed us since the departure 
of the Portfield on the [sub]ject of their paying consulage, we 
now enclose a copy of their letter for Your Honours’ perusal, 
which we refer entirely to your consideration and shall wait 
Your Honours’ orders there'on, levying the consulage as usual 
from them till that time. 

3. There being a very large ballance in our treasury when 
we last wrote Your Honours, we agreed to supply our subordi- 
nates in the following proportions viz.. 


Cossimbuzar 

400000 

Dacca 

200000 

Jugdea 

100000 

Ballasore 

40000 


740000 


and likewise to discharge the ballances due to. our merchants 
on the 30 April last, which amounts to about 21700Q rupees 
including the goods we have this, year prized from them, but 
as there would still remain a large sum of money, we have 
further determined to renew no interest note after the Ist day 
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Goddard and the apology made by Mr. Wood should be admitted^ 
For our several opinions thereon, we must beg leave to be- 
referred to that day’s Cohsultation, when the majority were of 
opinion 'Mr, Goddard might be permitted to remain till he had= 
settled, the dispute he was engaged in, and Mr. Wood till the- 
year and day allowed him by Your Honours in his covenants- 
for adjusting his affairs. 

18. We are now to advise Your Honours of the bills of. 
exchange we have granted by this ship @ 2/3 each rupee. 

On 14th January to Messrs. Mackett and 
Amyatt for C.Rs. five thousand one 
hundred fifty five, nine annas 
(5155-9-0) payable to David Findlay 
Esqr. @ 2/3 is £St. S80-0-0’ 

On 20th February to Messrs. Manningham 
and Frankland account John Henry 
IVlartins for C.Rs. seven hundred 
seven, eight annas, nine pice 
(707-8-9) payable to John Henry 
Martins @ 2/3 ^ £St. 79-11-112' 

On do to do do account John Hope Esqr. 
for C.Rs. four hundred twenty six, 
six annas (426-6-0) payable to John 
Hope Esqr. @ 2/3 is £St. 47-19-4 

On do to do do account Capt. Legeyt for . 

C.Rs. eleven thousand eight hundred 
thirty five, two annas, three pice 
(11835-2-3) payable to Capt. Leges^t 
■@' 2/3 is £St. 1331-9-00- 

On do to do do account Charles Floyer 
Esqr. for C.Rs. nine thousand nine 
hundred fifty two, eleven annas, 
three pice (9952-11-3) payable to 
Charles Floyer Esqr. @ 2/3 is ■ £St. 1019-13-7 

On 25th to do do account Mr, Thomas 
Lane for C.Rs. nineteen thousand 
seven hundred . fifty, fifteen- annas, 
six pice (19750-1^6) payable to Mr. 

* -Thomas Lane @ 2/3 is ■ £St. 2221-18-19 
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hundred ' forty three, ten annaes, 
nine pice, payable to Messrs. Roberts 
and Baynes is 

On do to ditto on his own account 
Current Rupees three thousand five 
hundred fifty five, nine annaes pay- 
able to Roger Drake Esqr. Senr. is 

On do Capt. John Green account Capt. 
Felix Ba[ker] deceased Current 
Rupees eleven thousand (11000) pay- 
able to William and Richard Baker 
Esqr. is 

On ditto to the Hon’ble Roger Drake 
Esqr. on his own account Current 
Rupees four hundred forty four, seven 
annaes (444-7-0) payable to Capt. 
Richard Drake is 

On do to Robert Mapletoft Current Rupees 
five thousand seven hundred seventy 
seven, twelve annaes, six pice 
(5777-12-6) payable to Mr. Peter 
Taylor of the Stran[d] goldsmith is 

On do to Messrs. Mackett and Amyatt 
Current Rupees five thousand one 
hundred seventy five, six annaes 
(5175-6-0) payable to David Findlay 
Esqr. is 

On do to the Hon’ble Roger Drake Esqr. 
Junr. on his own account Current 
Rupees nine thousand six hundred 
(9600) payable to David Findlay 
Esqr. is 

On do to the Hon’ble Roger Drake Junr. 
Esqr. Current Rupees thirteen thou- 
sand one hundred eighty one, three 
annaes (13181-3-0) • payable . to . Wm. 
David Esqr. is v' 
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£St. 129-4-6 


£St. 400-0-0 


£St. 1237-10-0 


£St. 50-0-0 


£St. 650-0-0 


£St. 582-4-0 


£St. 1080-0-0 


£Sf. 1482-17-8 
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On do to Messrs. Manningham' and Frank- 
land a'ccoiint. Thomas Burrow, for 
C.Rs. two thousand eighty one, three 
annas, three pice .(2081-3-3) payable 
to Mr. Thomas Burrow @ 2/3 is .. 

On do to Mr. Henry Kelsall for C.Rs. one 
thousand one hundred forty one, five 
annas; three pice (1141-5-3) payable 
to David Firidlay Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On do to Capt. Thomas. Field for C.Rs. 
fifteen thousand (15000) payable to 
Capt. Thomas Field @ .2/3 is 

On do to the Hon’ble Roger Drake Esqr. 
Junr. account Mi. Nathaniel Thomas 
Smith for C.Rs. one thousand five 
hundred forty one, five annas 
(1541-5-0) payable to Mr. John 
Sedgwick @ 2/3' is 

On do to do account 1 chest of coral 
marked LS No. 23 imported per ship 
Portfield for C.Rs. two thousand nine 
hundred t^hty three, three annas 
(2923-3-0) payable to Jacob De Natal, 
Levy Sonsino & Company @ 2/3 is 

On do to . do account . 2 chests of coral 
marked RB No. 4 and 5 imported per 
ships Egmont and Falmouth for G.Rs. 
sixteen thousand three hundred .ten. 
two annas, six pice (16310-2-6) pay- 
able to Richard Bdrwell Esqr. @ 2/3' 
is - ‘ : 

On do to ]VIr. Henry Kelsell for C.Rs..two 

*. ; , -hundred (200) payable to Capt. James 
Barton.® 2/3-is 

On do to Messrs. Kdmpe and Amyatt for 
C.Rs. five hundred; seven annas, three ^ 

pice (500-7-3) ' payable ' td‘ David- 

, 1 ■* 

Lasscelles @ 2/3 is 


^ £St. 234-2-9 

£St. 128-8-0 

£St. 1687-10-0 

£St. 173-10-0 

£St. 328-17-2 

t 

£St. 1834-17-10 

, £St; 22-10-0 

£St. 56-5-11 
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On "do to Mrs; Jane . Douglas, Current , • 

Rupees eight hundred eighty eight, 

fourteen annaes, .three pice (888-14-3) . 

payable to Hugh Watson Esqr. is £St. 100-0-0 

5. The whole amount of bills of exchange granted at 2s. 3d., 
each rupee is Current Rupees 152274-2-3 or £St. 17131-7-8i. 

6. Mr. Frankland being returned from Ingelie has reported 
the dispatch of the Portfield from that place on the 14th instant 
when she drew 18 foot 2 inches water upon an even keel. Capt. 
Legeyt having returned 191 bales of his cargo, the same were 
•indorsed off his bill of lading and the captain protested against. 

7. We have laden on this ship sundry stores for the use of 
Your Honours’ island of St. Helena amounting to C.Rs. 1069*15-6. 

8. Mr. Thomas Coales dispatches this ship to Madrass, we 
wish her a safe and speedy passage to Your Honours being with 
the greatest respect. 

May it please Your Honours, 

Your faithful obedient humble servants, 

Roger Drake Junr./E. H. Ciuttenden/C. Manningham/ 
Richd. Becher/W. Frankland/M. Collet/W. Machett/ 

Edward Eyre/J. Z. Hoi well. 

• 

Fort William, 

I 

the 17th January 1754, 

Postscript. 

We have permitted Mr. Wm, James Harrod to proceed to the 
Coast for the recovery of his health, from whence he will be 
obliged to return to Europe, should he not meet with any 
amendment. 

(Ref. Public General Letters to Court VoL 3, 1753-54, 
pp, 68— “72.) 
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On do to Mr. Thomas Cooke account Mrs. 
Eliz. Roverhill for C.Rs. one hundred 
fifty eight, eleven annas, three pice 
(158-11-3) payable to Mrs. Alice 
Forster @ 2/3 is 

On do to do for C.Rs. three thousand 
three hundred twenty one, three 
annas (3321-3-0) payable to Mrs. Alice 
Forster @ 2/3 is 

On do to Mr. George Gray account ^ of 
the balance of the estate of Mr. Perry 
Purple Templer deceased bequeathed 
to his sisters and his brother Dudley 
Templer for C.Rs. ten thousand five 
hundred forty six, six annas, six pice 
(10546-6-6) payable to Mr. Henry 
Allen @ 2/3 is 

On do to John Zepheniah Holwell Esqr. 
for C.Rs. three thousand five hundred 
fifty five, nine annas (3555-9-0) pay- 
able to William Davis Esqr. and 
Messrs. Goslin and Bennet @ 2/3 is 

On do to Mr. Bartholemew Playstead for 
C.Rs. three hundred (300) payable 
to Mr. Thomas Bennet @ 2/3 is 

On do to do for C.Rs.! two thousand eighty 
one (2081) payable to do account Mrs. 
Elizabeth [H ] ® 2/3 is 

On do to Colonel Scott account the estate 
of [Lewis] William Keene. Junr. 
deceased for C.Rs. eight hundred 
eighty eight, fourteen annas, three 
pice (888-14-3) payable to Henry 
Crabb Boulton' Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On, do to Messrs. Manningham and Frank- 
.land account Thomas Burrow and 
Robert Orme for C.Rs. seven hundred 
eighty three, two; annas (78^2-0) pay- 
able to Thomas Burrow Esqr.- @ 2/3 
is. •: •. '' 


£St. 17-17-0 

£St. 373-12-8 

£St. 1186-9-5 

£St. 400-0-0 

£St, 33-15-0 

' £St. 234-2-3 

£St. 100-0-0 

. £31 80-0-0 

- f 
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Honours, j^d as by:our inspection they are of a good quality 
wliich have been brought into the warehouse and not much 
differing in the price we learnt they stood the weavers in, we 
think it has been for the Hon’ble Company’s benefit that no 
step has been taken to thwart the publick orders of the Board 
relative to the procuring goods in and- about Calcutta. The 
method we have fell into of providing the Calcutta investment 
by sending the Company’s money and gomastahs to the aurungs 
we hope will prove salutary and Your Honours may be assured 
that our utmost abilities shall be employed to the promotion of 
the Hon’ble Company’s interest in all points where we have 
the honour to give our . voices, to which end as an examination 
may be necessary at the close of the season into the manage- 
ment of the conducting the Hon’ble Company’s [business] at 
the aurungs, Your Honours may rely that a [strict scrutjiny 
will be made, that hereafter we may not be embroiled in disputes 
with the weavers and others who have had dealings with the 

gomastahs and thereby the Company suffer by bad debts [ ] 

the dishonesty of the gomastahs, for we think that this is so 
extraordinary an undertaking that unless the utmost caution is 
used we may unawares fall into a labyrinth, therefore we may 
find it a matter worthy our most serious consideration whether 
to continue or annuli' this new method of providing ttie invest- 
ment and perhaps cogent reasons may offer for confirming or 
discontinuing that method. We are with the greatest regards. 

May it please Your Honours, 

Your most faithful! and obliged servants, 
Boger Drake Junr./E. H. Cruttenden. 


Fort William, 

18th January 1754. 

(Extracts published in C. K. Wilson’s Old Fort William in 
Bengal “Yol. II, pp. 1-2.) 

ENCLOSURE 1- 

To John Zephaniah Holwell Esqr. 


. -By orders from ' file Hon’ble Court of Directors to their 
President ahd'second .of Fort' William we^are directed’ to give 
•all ‘Suitable ehcduragerhent' to the 'weavers in Calcutta. ' We 
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ninety four, two annas (3294-2-0) pay- 
able to, Roger. Drake Esqr. @ 2/3 


IS 


On 28th to Mr. David Rannie for C.Rs. 
nine hundred fifty six (956) payable 
' to Captain Benjamin Braund @ 2/3 


IS 


£St. 370-1L9 


£St. 107-2-9 


On do to Paul Richard Pearkes Esqr. for 
C.Rs. seven hundred fiftj' six (756) 
payjiblo to Mr. Percival Bentley @ 

‘ 2/3 is • £St. 85-1-0 


19. The whole amount of bills of exchange is Current 
Rupees two hundred forty seven thousand eight hundred thirty 
nine, one anna, three pice (247839-1-3) or £St, 27826-7-7. 


20. We have laden on this ship for Your Honours’ inspection 
the following new sortments of cloth received this year from 
our aurungs which we request your orders on: 


Cordarries Dutch sort 
Do Dergorah 
Do fine French sort 
Do Herva [?] 

Seersuckers French sort 
Habashes 

Corradamis chicon 
Do superfine 
Charconnoes romalls 
Carpore do 

New romalls Bamagore 
Tan jibs Sera 

Mulmulls Raja Bullubpury 
Phottas Dutch sort 
. Musters of several sorts 
Jugdea factory 
Doosutties 
Do 

Do romalls 
Challaputy 
Nainsooks 
Cossaes Chandpore 
SeerhandconnoeS 


18 and 2} 

20 and 2 \ 

20 and 2i 
18 and 1| 

30 and 2 
30 and 2 
18 and IJ 
30 and 2 Yds. 

20 and 1 
20 and 1 

17A and IJ Yds. * 
32 and 1} Y’da. 

20 and 1 
24 and 2| 


... 24 and 2i Yds. 

12 and 1 
... 30 and If 

24 and 2 
... ' 40 and 21 

... 40 and 2 

40 and 2 
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baga, provided the use- it is intended for is concealed until we 
gain possession. 

I am most respectfully, . 
Hon’ble and Worshipful! Sirs, . 
Your most obedient humble servant, 
J. Z. Holwell. ' 

Fort William, 
the 5th July 1753. 


To John Zephaniah Holwell Esqr. 


ENCLOSURE 3 


Reply 

Sir. 

We hereby empower you to purchase the ground you men- 
tion in your letter to us of the 5th instant belonging to the 
Rajah Kissenchund and the zemindars Monpre Roy, Joyram Roy 
and Santose Roy Chowdry on accoimt of the Company, which 
as soon as obtained please to advise us thereof that we may give 
[further] directions thereon so as to have it properly laid out 
for the intention it is designed and we must desire that you in 
your office of Zemindar will be assisting to encourage the 
weavers on any applications made you by them that we may in 
time draw a numerous train to our settlements. 


We are, 
Sir, 


Your most obedient servants, 
' Roger Drake Junr./E.’ H. Ciuttendeh. 

(Ref. Public General Letters to Court Vol. 3, 1753-54> 
pp. 74—79.) ' , 
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and told of Captain Field’s distress, who consented to go upon 
the following terms, in order to serve Your Honours whose 
xisque was so considerable on this ship: 

“That he should act in all respects as surgeon of the 
Falmouth, and be allowed the surgeon’s pay till her 
arrival in England. That he should receive on his 
arrival in England 200 £Sterling in lieu of privi- 
ledge which it was impossible for him to provide 
at so short a warning and that his passage back to 
India should be found him by the owners of the 
Falmouth’’ 

which terms Captain Field agreeing to in behalf of his owners, 
we have ordered Mr. Engles to proceed to Europe on the 
Falmouth in quality of surgeon, and beg leave to recommend 
him to Your Honours for complying so readily and at so short 
•a warning in an affair of such concernment to Your Honours, 
and as the 200 £ allowed him by Captain Field will be but a 
small recompence for his loss of time and the advantages of 
improving his fortune in India, especially should he be obliged 
to defray his expences while he remains in England out of 
•employ, we hope Your Honoui's will consider him therein. We 
purpose filling up his vacancy here only provissionally till he 
returns to India again. 

25. Your Honours will observe by the substance of the letter 
received from Mr. Watts and his Council under date the 23rd 
instant and extracted upon the face of this .day’s Consultation, 
"that we are not to expect the raw silk from thence in time for 
this ship, upon receipt of which letter we have directed the 
Export Warehouse Keeper to fill up the room reserved for those 
hales in other kind of goods, taking care not to swell the invoice 
too much. 

26. We have laden on this ship sundry stores for the use of 
Your Honours’ island St. Helena amounting to Current 
Rupees 974-13-9. 

27. We have likewise laden on her sundry goods and 
merchandize consigned to Your, Honours as per invoice and bill 
of lading amounting to Current Rupees 9890,00. 

28. Mr. William. Mackett who dispatches this . ship from 

Ingelie y^ill advise Your Honours of what else may .be necessary 
■from thence.! •• • 
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hundred thirty six thousand (936000), and there still remaining 
74 tonns to compleat her charterparty tonnage, we were of 
opinion, should we put it on board in bale goods, it would en- 
crease her invoice too much and be contrary to Your Honours’ 
directions. We directed the Export Warehouse Keeper there- 
fore to make her tonnage up "with saltpetre, reserving space for 
100 bales of raw silk expected from Cossimbuzar. 


8. By this conveyance we send Your Honours the account 
current of our several aurungs, by which you will observe the 
advances of mone}' to each aurung, the amount of what has 
been received from thence, and of what still remains either in 
cloth there, or specie or outstanding to the weavers and delolls. 


9. The gentlemen at Cossimbuzar having desired our per- 
mission to send a sum of money to the aurungs for the provis- 
sion of the Novemberbund putney in order to come to a greater 
certainty of the price thereof, and engage their merchants to 
offer them better terms, we gave them leave to send as far as 
forty thousand rupees, (40000) for the present, and when we 
were informed of that amount being brought in, and how it 
turned out, we would give further orders thereon. 


10. Soon after which they acquainted us they had pressed 
their merchants several times to bring in musters of the silk 
they would contract on, which they had frequently promised 
to do but at last told them they would not on any account 
undertake to contract with them for this year’s investment, 
having suffered so considerably by the last year’s contracts, 
whereupon they desired our orders how to act, and requested 
leave to send a further sum to the aurungs for the provision of 
the Novemberbund putney when the amount of the former forty 
thousand (40000) rupees was brought in, as they were well 
assured it would be attended with, great -advantage to Your 
Honours, in our reply to which letter we directed them by all 
means to endeavour to make their contracts with their merchants 
as usual, and send us down musters of the silk, as soon as 
possible. We likewise- forbid them sending any further sum of 
money to the aurungs till we were informed of the amount in 
putney bing brought in for -the 4000 rupees already permitted 
them- to send, and how it turned out. ' ■ 



LETTER TO COURT 


780 

3. We have been duely favoured with Your Honours’ com- 
mands per Essex and Ilchester under date the 19 December 
1753, per St. George under date the 28th November 1753 and by 
the York under date the 23 January 1754, which two ships have 
safely arrived and we are in hourly expectation of the Denham,, 
which the gentlemen at the Coast detained till the arrival of the 
Nox'folk. ■ 

4. Mr. Saunders' ahd his Council having declined a proposal 
we made him of filling up a ship (half laden from hence) in 
September and intending to dispatch a ship fully laden from 
their Presidency at that season, we purpose likewise to consign 
Your Honours one of the ships last year detained in the country 
fully laden from this place in the first week of December, having 
goods sufficient in our warehouse to perform the same and shall 
do our utmost to dispatch what other ships we may return to 
Europe so early as to prevent the disappointment Your Honours 
complain of by their non-arrival. 

* 

5. As the large detention of ships in India, we were last year 
constrained to make, will prevent us from returning more than 
one (if any) of this year’s consignment, we shall do our utmost 
to employ those left behind upon the most advantageous terms 
we can procure, though to give Your Honours our sentiments 
upon it, we cannot hope from the present discouraging prospects 
of trade all over India to be able to procure Your Honours an 
equivalent for the demorrage of them. 

6. The Montford (which ship and the Winchelsea we sent 
to Surat and Bombay last year on your own account) is return- 
ed; the Winchelsea not having then discharged her saltpetre 
and sugar at Bombay was detained by Mr. Bourchier and his 
Council till after tlie breaking up of the monsoon. 

7. We have this season been very largely supplyed with 
money by Your Honours’ servants at Bombay which, with the 
several consignments you have been pleased to order the 
President and Council of Madrass to make us, will sufficiently 
enable us to prosecute our investment with vigour and we hope 
to reduce some part of Your Honours’ debt at interest. 

8. Encouraged by the success we met with last year in the 
provision of our investments without tbe intervention of our 
late dadney merchants, we have unanimously agreed to continue 
the same method for the present season and as we began in time 
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pose we have called, them, down to Calcutta, and directed them 
to bring with them such vouchers as they are able to produce 
to invalidate the allegations laid against them by the deloUs. 
We have likewise obliged the delolls to give us security that 
they will make good the charges they have exhibited against 
these gentlemen or be severely punished, and as there is 
room to imagine the foundation of these charges is private 
resentment against Mr. Baillie for having thrown them out of 
Your Honours’ employ, we beg leave to desire you will sus- 
pend your judgment and censure of those gentlemen till we 
have investigated the truth of what is alleged against them, 
in which scrutiny we assure Your Honours we shall be care- 
ful to do you justice, should it appear to us they have any way 
abused their trust. 

14. Wc have severely reprimanded Mr. Baillie for the un- 
expected increase of the expence in the removing their factory 
to Luckypoor and have forbid him attempting to farm the dis- 
trict of that place till we receive Your Honours’ orders upon 
that head. 

15. Mr. Pearkes being arrived from Dacca has taken his seat 
at our Board, for which promotion he begs leave to return Yom* 
Honours his most humble thanks. The charge of the Buxey 
Connah is ordered to be delivered him at the end of this month. 

16. Colonell Scott having laid a project before the Board 
for securing the settlement against the attacks of a country 
force, which in the present conjuncture ought to be guarded 
against, and as we imagine the expence of it cannot be very 
considerable, we have complied with his proposal, and directed 
him to sett about it as soon as possible. A copy of that project 
we transmit Your Honours in this packet, as we did not chuse 
for the sake of secrecy to enter it after our Consultations. 

17. The Falmouth being the only ship left to be dispatched 
this season to Europe, Mr. Holwell moved the Board that Your 
Honours’ orders in relation to Messrs, Kempe and Goddard, and 
the Resolution of Council in regard to Mr. Wood should be 
carried into execution, and those gentlemen absolutely directed 
to return to Europe by the Falmouth, upon which we ordered 
our Secretary to remind them that this was the only ship left 
■this season to be dispatched and that we ejqpected their compli- 
ance with our orders by her. Thejir several answers are entered 
after our, Consultation of the Ist instant, upon which on the 
ilth we took into consideration if the excuse pleaded by IVfr. 
125 DofA — 49 
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LETTER DATED 9 SEPTEMBER 1754 

The Council pVeads inability to provide tonnage for all ships 
in India — steps taken to prevent clandestine importation of 
goods — establishment of new aurangs — bills of exchange drawn 
on the Company — a plea for more allowances for the President. 

T O the Hon’ble the Court of. Directors for Affairs of the 
Hon’ble United Company of Merchants of England trading 
to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours. 

1, Our several advices of last season bearing date the 3rd' 
and 17th September, 31st- December, 4th and 19th January and 
28th February, were forwarded to Your Honours by the Dragon, 
Portfield, Durrington and Falmouth, which last- ship was dis- 
patched from Ingelie by Mr. William Mackett the 6th March 
when she drew 18 foot water upon an even keel. 

2. Captain Field upon receiving of his dispatches, delivered 
Mr. Mackett a protest against us for not assisting him with 
Europeans to make up his complement agreeable to charter- 
party, which procedure of Captain Field’s we must submit to 
Your Honours’ notice, as it will appear by the face of our 
Consultations we did all in our power to supply him by directing 
Colonel Scott to draught the military, and permit such as were 
•willing to 'return to Europe to proceed on the Falmouth, more 
than which we apprehend we could not do. 

3. This being the season for our country ships to proceed to- 
Madrass, we should make use of this opportunity to forward 
Your Honours a sximmary account of your affairs at this settle- 
ment since the Falmouth dispatch, lea-ving the full detail of our 
several transactions till our address under the established heads. 

4. We are now to acknowledge the receipt of Your Honours’" 
commands per Essex and Ilchester .under date the 19th Decem- 
ber 17 [53] as well as those under date 28th November per 
St. George, Captain Robinson. 

5. A few days after the dispatch of -the Falmouth we received 
a letter from the President and Council of Fort St. George- 
requesting Colonel Scott might proceed; thither to take the 
command of their forces in the field, as Major La-wrpnce haa 
been greatly indisposed as w^ as fatigued, and could no 

•. 782 ■ , • • 
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On do to do do account Mr. James Wood 
for C:Rs. two thousand three hund- 
red eighty six, . four annas, nine pice 
(2386-4-9) payable to Mr. James Wood 
@ 2/3 is 

On 26th to do do for C.Rs. two thousand 
nine hundred seventy two, two annas, 
nine pice (2972-2-9) payable to Messrs. 
Levy and Ruben Salomons @ 2/3 
is 

On do to do do account Mr. Thomas 
Holmes for C.Rs. one - thousand 
three hundred thirty three, five annas, 
three pice (1333-5-3) payable to 
William Davis and Charles Brown 
Esqrs. @ 2/3 is 

On do to do do account Solomon Franco 
at Madrass for C.Rs. five thousand 
seven, fifteen annas, six pice 
(5007-15-6) payable to Messrs. 
Abraham and Jacob Franco @ 2/3 ii 

On do to do do for C.Rs. fourteen thou- 
sand SIX hundred thirty five, nine 
annas, six pice (14635-9-6) payable to 
Captain Robert Clive @ 2/3 is 

On do to do do account James Barton for 
C.Rs. twenty five thousand seven 
hundred fifty seven, six annas, nine 
pice (25757-6-9) payable to Capt. 
James Barton @ 2/3 is 

On do to do do account William Wogan 
for C.Rs. nine thousand three hund- 
red three, two annas, nine pice 
(9303-2-9) payable to William Wogan 
Junr. @ 2/3 is 

On do to Peter Amyatt account Samuel 
Waller for C.Rs. three hundred 
eleven, one anna, nine pice' (311-1-9) 
payable to Charles Waller Esqr. @ 

- 2/3 is 


£St. 268-9-0 


£St. 334-7-4 


£St. 150-0-0 


£St. 563-7-11 


£St. 1646-10-0 


£St. 2897-12-2 


£St. 1046-12-1 


£St. 35-0-0 
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interest to have an early ship fully laden from hence, which we 
shall be able to elffect in the first week of December, but as the 
Winch'elsea, Elizabeth and Egmont are not yet imported, we 
have not determined what ship we shall appoint to proceed to 
Europe at that season. 

9. We must in this place beg leave to take notice of the 16th 
paragraph of Your Honours’ commands per Essex and Ilcheslei, 
by the purport of which Your Honours seem to think all the. 
ships consigned us this season will be dispatched home witbx full 
ladings of bale goods. We are extremely concerned it -wdll not 
be in our power to answer these expectations, not only on 
account of the large tonnage of ships we were obliged to detain 
in the country the foregoing year, but Your Honours’ directions 
themselves as contained in your list of investment of the 19th 
December 1753 make it impracticable for us to comply with 
what Your Honours expect, for by a calculate of tonns ordered 
in this list of investment which the Export Warehouse Keeper 
laid before us on the 18th July, and which we now enclose, it 
appears that the tonnage calculated thereon does not exceed in 
bales 1255 tonns. This added to the very small assistance the 
gentlemen at the Coast are capa[ble] of giving us will render 
it impossible for us, we are afraid, to dispatch for Europe any 
more than the ships last year detained in India. 

10. As we had great reason to apprehend we should be neces- 
sitated to make a large detention of tonnage this season in India, 
from the number of ships left here the last, and as the gentle- 
men at the Coast had intimated in one of their letters last year, 
when we made them an offer of freighting one or two of Your 
Honours’ ships, that had we signified a necessity of keeping any 
ships in the country something earlier to them, they might in 
ail probability have been, enduced to take one or two of 

on freight, we agreed to propose to the President and Council of 
Port St. George the employing two or three of your ships of 
this season from their Presidency, either on freight or. on Your 
Honours’ account as they .should judge most for Your Honours, 
advantage. .This overture we made them in a .letter dated the 
■3rd Sept. 1753 and did therein represent the manifest service it 
vvould be of to Ypur Honours,. as we. had great reason to injagine 
we, could not employ, them from this .place, either on freight or 
on Your Honours’ .own’ account, so. as. to disburse the demorage 
there would becqine due oh. them, which reasons ’^e made no 
■doubt ■wouid have their proper weight with those gentlemen 
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On do to Edward Eyre. Esqr. . for , .e.Rs. ‘ . \ . 

three hundred fifty five, two annas, . 
nine pice (355-2-9) ..payable W,Mrs. 

Kenton,® 2/3. is. . £St. 40-0-0 

On do to the Hon’ble Roger Drake Esqr. ’ 
accoimt William Davis Esqr. for 
C.Rs. six thousand five hundred forty, 
five annas; three pice (6540-5-3) pay- 
able to William Davis Esqr. @ 2/3 is £St. 735-15-8 

On do to do account Messrs. Frederick 
Pigou and Henry Hadley for 
C.Rs. four thousand six. hundred 
ninety, ten annas (4690-10-0) payable 
to Fredric Pigou and Henry Hadley 
@ 2/3 is £St. 527-14-4 

On do to do do and Messrs. Manningham 
and Frankland account 1 chest of 
coral imported per ship Falmouth 
marked [symbol] No. A for C.Rs. 
fourteen thousand eight; five annas 
(14008-5-0) payable to Thomas 
Godfrey Esqr. @ 2/3 is £St. 157-18-8 [Sic] 

On do to the Hon’ble Roger Drake Esqr. 
account the estate of John Negus for 
C.Rs. one thousand five hundred 
ninety, ten annas (1590-10-0) payable 
to Humphry Negus @ 2/3 is £St. 178-18-10’ 

On do to Mr. William Kempe for 
C.Rs. eight hundred eightyeight 
fourteen annas, three pice (888-14-3) 
payable to William Kempe @ 2/3 is £St. 100-0-0 

On do to Mr. Thomas C5ooke account Mr. 

IVIiles Barne for C.Rs. seven hundred 
seventy three,' eleven annas, three 
pice (773-11-3) payable to George 
Bame Esqr. @ 2/3 is. £St 87-0-0 

On do to Mr. Thomas Rait for C.Rs. one 
thousand nine hundred ninety nine, 
eight annas (1999-8-0) payable to' Mr. 

Ninion Ballantine ® 2/3 is £St. 224-18-10 



LETTER TO . COURT 


786 

14. We are now to congratulate . Your Honours on the safe 
arrival here of your ship York, Captain Edward Ward, by which 
ship we are honoured with your, commands under date the 23rd 
January 1754 under the established heads. 

15. The Colchester’s packett we are informed was opened by 
the gentlemen at the Coast upon its appearing to be damaged. 
We are therefore apt to think its coming to Your Honours’ 
hands without wax cloth must have been an omission committed 
by them, it having always been usual at this settlement to make 
up our packetts under wax cloth. 

16. In persuance to the 32nd paragraph of your orders by 
the York we shall (after these dispatches are gone) take into 
consideration the state of your marine, and make any reduo 
tions that may then appear necessary. 

17. It being how the proper season to relieve the Egmont in 
order to have her returri to us so as to be dispatched to Europe 
this season, we have directed Captain Wa[tt] to keep his ship ^ 
readiness to sml upon the first; notice, but as He complains that 
most of his mien are in-'a very ill state of health, we shall not 
appoint him -to that station unless the Denham should arrive 
too late to be sent thither. 

18. We observe Your Honours have this year made us a very 
large Consignment of woolen goods. We are sorry to acquaint 
Ybuf Honours we cannot have any hopes of their meeting with 
an advantageous and ready sale', the great balances still remain- 
ing in oiir warehouse being a very convincing proof the marketts 
in these parts are over stocked with those articles. Our endea- 
vours likewise in sending half our remains to Bombay proving 
unsuccessful! and the greatest part of it being returned by Mr. 
Bourchier and his Council will, we apprehend, preyent mo^t of 
this year’s receipts from being sold. "We must, likewise take 
notice . that the President and Council at Madrass have .declined 
reserving ainy part of our consigmrients! of this seasoq at their 
Presidency for the same reasons that we requested it of them; 
very little of their qwn broad cloth being yet disposed pf and- 
all. remaining in their godowns uncleared, which will be another 
considerable disappointment to any hopes we .might have had of 
being able to make any tolerable sales, by avoiding the appear- 
ance of “tob* great 'a qti^tity.' 
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On do to Charles Manningham Esqr. 
account Thomas Holmes for C.Rs. 
eight hundred eighty eight, fourteen 
annas, three pice (888-14-3) payable 
to Thomas Manningham Esqr. @ 2/3 
is 

On do to Messrs. Manningham and Frank- 
land account Joseph Ameien for 
C.Rs. six hundred forty eight (648) 
payable to William Davis Esqr. @ 2/3 
is 

On do to Mr. William Fullerton for 
C.Rs. two thousand two hundred 
(2200) payable to Messrs. Goslin and 
Bennet @ 2/3 is 

On do to Mr. Anselem Beaumont for 
C.Rs. seven thousand one hundred 
twenty three, ten annas (7123-101-0) 
payable to Thomas Water Esqr. @ 2/3 
is 

On do to Edward Holden Cruttenden 
Esqr. account Captain George 
Comming for C.Rs, seven thousand 
nine hundred ninety five, fifteen 
annas, three pice (7995-15-3) payable 
to Captain George Comming (2) 2/3 
is 

On do to do for C.Rs. nineteen thousand 
nine hundred ninety four, twelve 
annas, six pice (19994-12-6) payable 
to Messrs. Surman, Denely and Cliff. 
@ 2/3 is 

On do to do for C.Rs, two thousand two 
himdred sixty six, ten annas, nine 
pice (226^10-9) payable to Robert 
Cliff @ 2/3 is 

Oh do to the .Hon’ble Roger Drake Esqr; 

account -Capt. Richard Drake' foi* 
'• ' C.Rs. three thousand two hundred 


£St. 100-0-0 


£St. 72-18-0 


£St. 247-10-0 


£St. 801-8-2 


£St. 899-10-10 


£St. 2249-8-2 


£St. 300-0-0 
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of Sales as well as ail other material papers has been duly 
entered after Consultation. 

22. We gave Your Honours a full account last season of our 
having altered the method of providing our investment, and the 
reasons which induced us to that step. The success of our 
undertaking having answered pur expectations, and the goods 
we received from our gomastahs proving much superior in 
quality and many sortments greatly cheaper than what our 
merchants used to deliver in (as will appear -by the enclosed 
calculate which' we transmit in the packet for Your Honours’ 
observation); we have continued the same method for the 
present season, and as we this year began, pretty early we flatter 
ourselves the provission we shall be able to make will give Your 
Honours intire satisfaction. 

^. ,23., When we determined in Council to persue the same 
method for providing the investment (most of our aurung 
accounts not being then adjusted), we ordered our Warehouse 
Keeper not to advance any sums of money, except for ready 
money, goods till those accounts were brought in settled; and 
called upon the securities of our gomastahs to know if they , were 
willing to continue the securities for the insuing season, which 
most of them complied with. 

24. Your Honours will -observe in the above calculate of the 
prices of goods received from the aurungs, we have inserted all 
the 'charges, as nearly as we could estimate them, and put an 
advance likewise of 10 per cent persuant;to,.the 140th paragraph 
of pur advices 'by the Portfield, at which time we gave -Your 
Honours our reasons for so doing. ‘ 

25. We have now the pleasure to acquaint Your* Honours 
that all our aurung accounts have been delivered in adjusted 
to -the . satisfaction of the Board, except those of Santipore, 
Harrypaul, and Burronj . which the Export.. Warehouse ICeeper 
on, the 3rd June requested we would examine, into, as by the 
face of their accounts there was some reason tO; suspect the 
gomastahs employed at those aurungs. had acted collusiyely and 
unfaithfully in several instances, to detect which they had used 
their utmost endeavours, and then delivered ..in . several pap.ers 

• and vouchers received from delolls, weavers and others at those 
aurungs, in support of what they had alledged; upon which we 
determined to take the same into consideration on next Council 
day, and ordered the' delolls, gomastahs. etc.; then in Calcutta, to 
attend :the Board. • ' • • ' ' 
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-21. {We-, likewise, spnd .Your Honours 12 bales .of goods fre- 
quently ..ordered in. the list of investment, but which have not 
been brought in by the; merchants for. many years. ..Theyjare 
put on board at half freight as per separate invoice and bill of 


lading amounting to Current Rupees nine 
hundred fifty five ( 9855 ). 

thousand eight 

Allebonnies 

24 and 3 

Seersuckers 

24 and 2 

Mulmulls Sabadgepore 

40 and 2i 

Do Santipore 

40 and 3 

Dooreas charconnoes Cossajura 

40 and 2 


Cotton yam fine 
Do do coarse 
Cuttonnoes 
Do flowered 
Herva lungee 
Do taffatties 
Atckabannies. 

22. The Export Warehouse Keeper having been obliged from 
a scarcity of sloops to send down the surplus saltpetre ordered 
for the Falmouth in boats; one of them with 250 baggs has had 
the misfortune to be run dovm by a Dutch sloop in is lost, upon 
which we ordered that number of tonns to be filled up with 
bales, as they must have deferred the stowing of such bales as 
were already gone down, were we now to attempt to make up 
the quantity of saltpetre lost by the above accident. 

23. The Mayor’s Court have made several deposits in our 
treasury of moneys and effects which we have “accordingly 
received in such particular species as they have sent them 
agreeable to Your Honours’ directions and those contained to 
His Majesty’s charter. We shall hereafter put a valuation upon 
the different old coins received from them as deposits in order 
to bring them into Current Rupees, and pass them in Your 
Honours’ treasury. 

24. Captain Field this day sent in a letter to the Board 
acquainting us of the distress he was in from the 'dangerous 
state of health his surgeon and surgeon’s mate were both in, 
and reque-sted of us to supply him with a person to act in that 
quality on board the Falmouth till she arrived in England. Mr. 
Engles (one of our surgeon assistants) was thereupon sent for 
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29. Enclosed Your Honours will receive an account current 
of each separate aurung made up to the 30th April last, as well 
as one general account of the state of - all the atirungs delivered 
in by the -Export Warehouse Keeper for your observation. 

30. We informed Your Honours last season that we had 
directed the Zamindar to collect the duties of the gunge for 6 
months on your own account, and lay the same before us on the 
expiration of that term, which he. accordingly did the 13th May 
when it appeared so much for Your Honours’ interest to continue 
the same method, instead of letting the gunge to farm, that we 
ordered him to collect those duties the remainder of the 
cutcherry year without any alteration. 

31. We have called upon Go\nndram Metre to state an ac- 
count of the profits he has made on the several farms he has 
purchased while he was in Your Honours’ service. When he 
delivers in the said account we shall do our endeavours to put 
Your Honours’ orders in execution. 

32. When Colonel Scott proceeded to the Coast he requested 
we would permit Lieutenant Wells to carry on the works he 
had planned at Perins in his absence, which we accordingly 
complied with. 

33. Mr. Harrod being obliged to make a trip to Madrass for 
the recovery of his health our Secretary requested we would 
appoint Mr. Charles O’Hara provissional Sub-Secretary till his 
return, and the former gentleman demising at Madrass we 
confirmed Mr. O’Hara Sub-Secretary and appointed him 
Military Pay Master. 

34. Colonel Scott, in cpnseq^uence of Mr. Saunders and his 
Council’s request already mentioned for relieving Major 
Lawrence in the field, left us oh the 18th March for that end, 
but it is with concern we inform Your Honours he died at 
Madrass the 12th May of a violent fever; his decease occasion- 
ing a vacancy we gave the command of his company to Captain 
John Buchanan agreeable to Your Honours’ orders. 

35. We have had several sittings upon the information of the 
Jugdea delolls agaii^t Messrs. Baillie and Playdell, but as it is 
an aflair extremely complicated and very intricate we have nbt 
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29. We wish her a safe and speedy passage to Your Honours 
and are with the greatest respect. 

May it please Your Honours, 

Your faithfull humble servants, 

Roger Drake Junr./E. H. Cruttenden/C. Manningham/ 
Richd. Becher/Paul Richard Pearkes/W, Frankland/M. 
Collet/W. Machett/J. Z. Holwell. 

Fort William, 

28th February, 1754. 

(Ref. Public General Letters to Court, Vol. 3, 1753-54, 
pp. 81—99. 

Para. 16 published in Wilson’s Old Fort ’William, Vol. H, 
p. 4.) 
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LETTER DATED 6 SEPTEMBER 1754 

Shipping matters — success of the new method of investment 
and decision to continue it — death of Col. Scott. 

T O the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the 
Hon’ble United Company of Merchants of England trading 
to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours. 

1, We are at this juncture addressing Your Honours via 
Madrass, but as you have directed us not to omit any oppor- 
tunity of writing, and a conveyance for Persia now offering, we 
shall make use of it just to transmit Your Honours an extract 
•of the most material parts of our abovementioned address. 

2. Your Honours’ ships the Portfield, Dragon, Durrington 
.and Falmouth were dispatched from hence the last season as 
follows: 

The Dragon on the 31st December. 

The Portfield; the. 4th Jmuary. 

.. The Durrington .the ,19 th do. . 

'• .The Falmouth: the 28 February.- 




6 SEPTEMBER 1754 


781 

■and have not been sti'aincd for want of money, we make no 
doubt we shall make a provision of goods that will prove very 
satisfactory to Your Honours. 

9. In the packetts via Madrass we have sent Your Honours 
the accounts current of the several aurungs made up to the 
•30th April as well as a general account of all the aurungs for 
your obsciwation, of what sums they had been supplied with, 
what goods wo had received from thence and what remained at 
that time outstanding. 

10. We are extreamlj' concerned to inform Your Honours 
that Colonel Scott died at Madrass the 12th May last whither 
he proceeded in complyance to a request made by Mr. Saunders 
and his Council that he might relieve Major La^v^e^ce who was 
greatly fatigued and indisposed. 

11. We have punctualy obeyed Your Honours’ orders in rela- 
tion to the ships expected here from Empden and have posi- 
tively forbid all pilots, masters and mates taking any charge of 
such ship or any other not belonging to powers already estab- 
lished in India. Wo have likewise made application to the 
agents of the French and Dutch Companys to concur with us, 
botli in orders to their pilots to the same effect as we have given 
and in preventing their making a settlement in India, to which 
they have I'cturned us very favorable answers and we assure 
Your Honours nothing shall be wanting on our part to put every 
obstacle we can de\dse in their way. 

We rest with the utmost respect. 

May it please Your Honours, 

Your faithfull and obdient humble servants, 

Rogar Drake Jnur./E. H. Cruttenden/C. Manningham/ 

Richd. Becher/Paul Richard Pearkes/W. Frankland/M. 

Collet/W. Mackett/J. Z. Holwel. 

Fort William, ' • 

the 6th September, 1754. , 

(Ref. Copies of records obtained from India Off.ee, Vol. 18, 
1754/1755, pp. 70—73). 

Para 11 published in Long’s Selections p. 52. 
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38. We are now to advise Your Honours .of the several sums 
for which we have granted bills of exchange @ 2s, 3d. per 
rupee:. . . 

On 24th July to Mr. John Browne for 
C. Rupees fifteen thousand five hund- 
red nineteen, six annas, nine pice 
(15519-6-9) payable to Mr. Solomon 
Franco or order @ 2/3 is £St. 1745-18-10 

On 1st August to Messrs; Manningham 
, and Frankland per order of Solomon 

: Franco for C.Rs. four thousand three 
hundred two, four annas, three pice 
(4302-4-3) payable to Messrs. Abraham 
•and Jacob Franco @ 2/3 is £St. 484-0-1 

On do to do do for C.Rs. two thousand 
six hundred five, fourteen annas, three , 
pice (2605-14-3) payable to Messrs. 

Joseph and David Franco @ 2/3 is .£St. 293-3-3 

On do to do do being returns of 1 chest 
of coral marked EFD No. 43 imported 
per ship St. George, for . C.Rs. four 
thousand eight hundred thirty eight, 
two annas, three pice (4838-2-3) pay- 
able to Messrs. ■ Joseph and David 
Franco @ 2/3 is 

On do to Charles Manningham Esqr. arid 
William ' Fullerton account Capt. 

Thomas Nairne for C.Rs. seven thou- 
sand eight, eleven annas, three pice 
(7008-11-3) payable to Thomas Naime 
@ 2/3 is ' 

On do to Messrs. Manningham and Frank- 
land accoimt Levy arid Ruben Salo- 
. mons for C.Rs. orie thousand three 
hundred eighty three, fourteen annas, 
nine pice (1383-14^9) payable to 
Messrs. Levy and Ruben Salorrions- 
@ 2/3 is £St. • 155-13-1-0 


£St. 544-5-10 


£St. 788-9-7 
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remain at the camp much longer without emminent danger of 
his life, which request we informed Colonel Scott of, and order- 
ed the Master Attendant to prepare the Syren sloop for his 
passage under the charge of John Smith, one of Your Honours’ 
pilots in the river service, whose arrival at Madrass we were- 
advised of by Mr. Saunders and his Council in a letter dated 
the 16th April. 

6 . In those advices they acquainted us that the late detention 
of the Colchester at the Negrais made it impracticable for her 
to reach Bengali in time to be dispatched the last season for 
Europe, and the ship being in want of many material repairs- 
the commander had proceeded thither, and that they had there- 
upon ordered him to Batavia to [re] fit and return to them by 
the middle of September to be dispatched to England before 
the breaking up of the monsoon. 

7. Having desired the gentlemen at the Coast (in our letter 
of the 15th January) would inform us if they intended to relieve 
the Egmont from thence, or if they should rather chuse it to 
be done from this place, they replied in their favour of the 16th 
April, that as the Cpast and Bay ships are chiefly laden with 
consignments for our Presidency, it would be attended with 
great inconvenience were they to order one of them to relieve 
the Egmont without proceeding first to Bengali, and therefore 
left it to us to station what ship we thought proper on that 
service. 

8 . After the dispatch of the Falmouth, finding by the goods- 
then in our warehouse, and what we had reason to expect would 
arrive from the aurungs and subordinates before the month of 
September, that we should be able to make up about 300 tonns 
with the assistance of the charterparty saltpetre and redwood, 
and as we expected either the Montfort or Winchelsea would 
return in time from Bombay to be forwarded to the Coast at 
that season, we wrote to the President and Council there that 
we would furnish such a [pro] portion, provided they were able 
to compleat the tonnage of one ship. To this they have replied, 
that as they intend to send the Colchester fully laden from 
thence in October, she will take up as many bales as they at 
present can answer for, but should they even have a surplus, 
they shall be obliged to detain them for the January dispatch 
when they hope to be able to supply half the tonnage of one 
ship. We are therefore of opinion it will be for Your Honours*^ 
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On do to do do by order of Messrs. Walsh 
and Vansitart of Madrass for nine 
thousand three hundred twenty four, 
six annas, three pice (9324-6-3) pay- 
able to Messrs. Greorge Stanyford 
and Chas. Brett account Capt. James 
Kilpatrick @ 2/3 is 

On do to do do Account Rodolphus De 
Gingin for C.Rs. thirty five thousand 
four hundred fifty eight, four annas 
(35458-4-0) payable to Captain 
Rodolphus De Gingin and Jean 
Boissier @ 2/3 is 

On do to dp do account Charles Floyer 
for C.Rs. eleven thousand two hund- 
red fifty five, eleven annas, nine pice 
(11255-il-9) payable to Charles Floyer 
Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On do to do dp account John Dalton for 
C.Rs. seven thousand two hundred 
ninety four, six annas, six pice 
(7294-6-6) payable to Captain John 
Dalton @ 2/3 is 

On do to William Watts, Charles Mah- 
ningham and J. Z. Holwell account 
Miss Elizabeth. Glen for C.Rs. nine 
hundred thirty seven, nine , , pice 
(937-0-9) payable to Archibald Stirling 
.Esqr. 2/3 is 

On do to Messrs. Manningham and Frank- 
land account Solomon Franco for 
C.Rs. eighteen thousand three 
hundred ten, four annas, six pice 
(18310-4-6) payable to Mr. Solomon 
Franco @ 2/3 is 

On 24th to Mr. George Gray for C.Rs. two 
thousand one hundred eleven, seven 
annas, six pice (2111-7-6) payable to 
’Heniy Allen ® 2/3 is 


£St. 1048-19-10 


£St. 3989-1-1 


£St. 1266-5-5 


£St. 820-12-5 


£St. 105-8-4 


£St. 2059-18-2 


£St. 237-10-10 
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>vho had always expressed themselves so very solicitous for your 
interest. In reply to which proposal they have candidly confess- 
ed their inability to employ any of Your Honours’ sliips on 
freight this season, the marketts in every part of India being so 
overstocked and trade so dead that it would be attended with 
a certain loss, their e3q)erience having already fully convinced 
them of it, and the reports they hear of the imsuccessfull voyages 
of a number of ships from this place being so many cbroborating 
proofs of it, that they should rather chuse to dispose of their 
own ships than employ them, when the prospects are so un- 
pleasing. 

11. Your Honours will perceive by the substance of the fore- 
going paragraph that the whole weight of employing yoim ships 
kept in India wQl -fall upon, us and we flatter, ourselves,- should 
we be obliged to let any of them out at inferior rates ,tp what 
you have directed, Your Honours will hot esteem it proceeding 
either from, neglect or self-interest in. us, as Your Honours' may 
depend we shall do;pur utmost to procure, the most advantage- 
ous terms we can, but the marketts aU over India are . so . very 
indifferent that we have no hopes of being able., to procure 
freights answerable to. their demurages, . especially, as the 
number of ships this, season .detained will be . so large* - 

12. The Montfort imported here from Bombay the 13th July 
with a consignment of (15) fifteen chests, of treasure from that 
Presidency, Mr. Bourchier and his Council acquainting us that 
cotton .is at so extravagant a price, that they did -not think it for 
Your Honours’ interest to purchase cargoes either for this ship 
or for the Winchelsea, who was arrived at Bombay but as. they 
had not then taken out the sugar, and saltpetre laden on her 
they could not dispatch her to us till the month of August. 

13. By the Syren sloop who returned from. Madrass the 3rd 
June the gentlemen there advised us of the arrival of the St. 
George, Captain Robinson, last from Madeira, which ship they 
detained there agreeable to Your Honours’ orders till the 
arrival ctf the True Briton, in order to transmit us the .broad 
cloth consigned us by the -latter, -We. have now the .satisfaction 
to acquaint Your Honours of her safe arrival -here, and at .Captain 
Robinson’s particular request . we . have permitted -him to -bring 
her up, to .town, .that she may be., hove- down, great part, of her 
false keel being Imocked off on her -grounding, a little, .below 
Gravesend. 

Tzs DofA— so 
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On 5th September . to . Captain David 
Rannie account Doctor Andrew 
Monrow for • C.Rs. . four thousand 
(4000) payable to Mr. William Fergu- 
son @ 2/3 is £St. 450-0-0 

39. The whole amount of bills of exchange is Current 
Rupees two hvmdred thi^ seven thousand five hundred sixty 
two, thirteen annas (237562-13-0) or £S. 26726-19-0. 

40. His Majesties late charter having put a stop to the appli- 
cation of Indian natives to the Mayor’s Court in disputes among 
themselves, Mr, Holwell on the 6th May acquainted the Board 
that a practice was made use of to elude the intent and meaning 
of that charter by assigning over their notes or bonds to 
Europeans, Portuguise inhabitants and Armenians, to the great 
prejudice of Your Honours’ etlack and commission, and in 
manifest opposition to your design in procuring that clause to 
be inserted in the said charter. Whereupon we took that affair 
into consideration, and directed our Secretary to make a publick 
advertisement that it had been intimated to us such a practise 
had obtained in the place, and that in case for the future v/e 
should find any European, Portuguiese inhabitant or Armenian 
accept[ed] of any assignments or indorsements of that kind, 
in order to prosecute the same in the Mayor’s Court for or in 
behalf of the assigner or indorser, contrary to the true intent 
and meaning of His Majesties charter, that such persons should 
meet with our severest resentment, if a covenanted servant’ 
to be dismissed the' service, if a free merchant to be sent home, 
and if a Portuguiese or Armenian inhabitant to be turned out 
of the bounds and punished otherwise as the Board should 
think fit. 

41. Upon receipt of Your Honours’ orders we directed our 
Master Attendant to forbid all our pilots taking charge of any 
ships in the Road except those belonging to powers already 
established in India. We have likewise made application to the 
Agents of the French and Dutch Companys to act in concert 
with us in preventing the ships you mention from coming into 
the river or making any settlement in Bengali. 

42. The President begs leave to represent to Your Honours 
that, since (in his opinion) this wholesome practice to our hon- 
ourable masters of providing the investment by .means o 
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19. Upon taking into consideration this discouraging prospect 
for Your Honours’ imports, we esteemed it very necessary to 
■endeavour to put an effectual stop to any. clandestine importa- 
tion of these articles, which at this juncture, would so manifestly 
injure Your Honours’ sales, and agreed in consequence thereof 
that all sloops or boats of what kind soever, which come from 
or bring goods from the Europe ships of this season belonging 
to the commanders or ofiicers, shall come to and land their goods 
at the Crane Gaut near the factory stairs and at no other gaut 
■or place in the town on any pretence whatever under penalty of 
confiscation of such goods landed contrary hereto, for Your 
Honours’ use, without permission first had from the Import 
Warehouse Keeper and by him or persons appointed by him, 
inspected and examined. We have accordingly directed our 
Secretary to signify these orders to the Europe commanders, and 
the Zemindar to take mutchulkes from the syrangs of sloops 
and manjees of boats not to transgress herein under the severest 
punishment. 

20. The several consignments of treasure received here this 
season have been transmitted us in the following manner by 
the gentlemen at Bombay and Madrass viz.. 

From Bombay 

By the Montfort fifteen (15) chests containing one hundred 
fifty thousand (150,000) Bombay Rupees and via Madrass four 
hundred five thousand one hundred (405,100) Arcot Rupees, 
which Mr. Saunders and his Council forwarded oh the Syren 
sloop, St. George and York. 

From Madrass 

By the St. George thirty (30) chests of Madrass Rupees con- 
taining two hundred forty thousand (240,000) and by the York 
ten (-10) 'chests of Madrass Rupees containing eighty thousand 
(80,000), twenty. (20) chests of Arcot Rupees containing one 
hundred sixty thousand (160,000) and ten . (10) chests of bullion;- 
which several large supplies, with what we may further expect, 
will sufficiently enable us to carry on our business with vigour, 
and we doubt not but we shall likewise be able to make a large 
reduction of Your Honours^ debt kt interest. 

21. Mr.'Cooke informs us that since his having" charge of the 
office of Secretary he has been very carefull that all accounts 



.. .LETTER TO COURT 


798 

George Jones and as that gentleman we are informed has been 
obliged to give security before he could receive payment, we 
take this oppertunity to acquaint Your Honours of it, that you 
may rectify the mistake. 

45. Since our writing the foregoing we have granted a sett 
of bills of exchange to the Reverend Gervas Bellamy for 
C.Rs. one thousand five hundred eleven, one anna, nine pice 
(1511-1-9) payable to Mr. Edward Pomfret @ 2/3 is £S 170. 

We are with the greatest respect. 

May it please Your Honours, 

Your faithfull and obedient servants, 

Roger Drake Junr./E. H. Cruttenden/C. Manningham'/, 
Richd. Becher/Paul Richard Pearkes/W. Frankland/M!. 
Collet/W. Mackett/J. Z. Holwel. 1 

Port William, 

the mh September, 1754. 

. ;,J?,/s. The Denham Capt. Meard being arrived from the Coast 
we have ordered him to unlade his ship with the utmost expedi- 
tion, and gat her in readiness to receive what stores we design 
for the Negtais, whither we have appointed her to proceed to 
relieve the ;Egmonti- : 

Ref. Public Gienerai Letters to Court Vol, 3, 1753-54, pp. 100— 
130. ■ = . “ ■ ■ • - 

Paras. 32 aiid 34 published in Wilson’s Old Fort ,WiiliCLm. 
Voi. II, pp. 12-13.) '. , 

• 43 - ■ 

tETTER DATED 7 DECEMBER 1754 

Shipping details— public announcement of the Act of, ,Parlta-‘ 
rhent authorising punishment', bj'.muiiny and desertion in I' f 
army-success .of the steps taken to 'prevent, cpntrdban^ trade— ^ 
compliance with\' Hakim Beg’s demands— Messrs. .Baillie an , . 

Pldydell acquitted of ,giVcharges against 'them—fbiUs of expliar^ge 

dirdwn on the Company ' ' / .. 

T P ..the Hon’ble the; Court 'Of ,. Directors.' for;- Affairs' of - the 
*Hon!ble the .United;, Company-,.. of. Merchants -‘of Englehd 
•trading .to. the East Indies. ' 
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26. Upon a strict examination into the conduct of those 
^omastahs, we found they had severally defrauded Your 
Honours in many articles. The amount of what each of them 
appeared to have dealt unjustly in we directed the Warehouse 
Keepers to recover of them again, and further mulcted them 
their whole wages, and imprisoned Kissen Buxey as an example 
to deter any others from the like practices in future. For the 
particular proofs and our proceedings herein we beg leave to 
stand referred to our Consultations of the 6th and 10th June, 
now transmitted Your Honours, by which you will please to 
observe that the Burron gomastah having objected to the validity 
of the attestations brought in proof against him, we have sus- 
pended our judgement upon him, till we hear from that aurung 
whither we have wrote to know if those weavers and deloUs did 
really make the affirmations before the government’s officers 
sent us down attested by the congoy [qanungo], 

27. The gentlemen at Cossimbuzar having informed us they 
were apprehensive their merchants would fall short of the 
article of gurrahs contracted for, the E:!q)ort Warehouse Keeper 
and his Deputy on the 3rd of June recommended the establish- 
ing the following aurungs — ^Innombazar, Nonoor, Moostally and 
Cowgong, for the purchase of that article, as they found it 
impracticable to provide any large quantity of gurrahs at the 
aurungs already settled. For which reason we agreed to estan- 
lish those aurungs accordingly. 

28. When we received Your Honours’ commands per Essex 

and 'Ilchester we ordered the Ejcport Warehouse Keeper to 
compare the present list of investment with that of last year, 
which he laid before us on the 18th July. We then took that 
into consideration, as well as the heavy tonnage on hand with 
the little assistance we were to expect from the gentlemen on 
the Coast, for all which reasons we agreed the gomastahs should 
be directed to go on providing agreeable to their former orders 
that we might by that means have the advantage of the markets 
when there were but few buyers, and be able to stop our hands 
when the prices of cloth rose too much. We ordered them like- 
wise to make the encreases of the several sortments by Your 
Honours directed in the present list Of investment. And as we 
had lately established four new aurungs for the purchase of 
gurrahs and sent gomastahs thither, we wrote to the gentlemen 
at Cossimbuzar to endeavour, if possible, to prevail with their 
merchants to reduce that part of . their contracts. 
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6. The usual method of sending for the packets from the 
Europe ships on their arrival being frequently attended •with 
great prejudice to the health of those "who are employed therein, 
as well as delay, we have thought proper to direct the captains 
of Your Honours’ ships to forward their packets up by the 
chokey boats under the charge of some carefull person, which 
alteration we hope you will not be displeased at. 

7. We are concerned to acquaint Your Honours- that the 
Hawke sloop -was unfortunately burnt bn the 23rd August as 
she lay at anchor in the river, from what accident we are not 
able to learn, as the European, who was at that time on board 
and had the charge, of her, immediately left the place, 

8. Captain Ward on the 5 Sept, acquainting the Board his 
ship was in so sickly a condition that it would be impossible for 
him to proceed to the Hegrais in less thain two months, and the 
Denham arri-ving at that time, we stationed that ship lo relieve 
the Egmoht and ordered Captain Meard to get her ready to 
receive the stores, we intended to lade on him, as soon as 
possible. The Denham was accordingly dispatched from hence 
the 4th November with. such stores. and provisions as "we had 
pro'vided for the use of the island Negrais and as many artificers 
as we cbuld engage for that place.' 

... 9. By her we ■wrote. Mr! Brooke to provide as large a quantity 
of teak timbers as he could procure, and send them to us when 
he returned the DeiAam, that article being generally in demand 
at this place and yielding a very considerable profit, and desired 
him to return the Eginont hither as soon as possible. 

. ,10. When, we forwarded our packet for Your Honours to 
Madrass 'to be transmitted home, we -wrote -them we should 
comply with their request to .send 'them a ship half laden in 
January .and that we were, in great -hopes, by the permission 
Your Honours had given us this year in relation to the quantity 
of saltpeter to be laden-'on each ship m order, to- return as many 
as possible, they would be able -to compleat the tonnage of two 
ships in January, pro'vided they were better than half laden 
from hence,' which would be of such apparent benefit to your 
affairs iii ’preventing a large detention of your ships in India that 
■we were confident they would exert -their utmost to effect it, 
by which we requested they would "give us as early notice as 
they could, ‘as well as -what quantity of surplus pepper the 
gentlemen 'of Bencoolen were likely to have, that we might 
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15. When Captain Meard applied to us for assistance- after 
the storm we sent for him and asked what he wanted, to which 
he replied some l^cars to. work upon his ship and tow boats 
to weigh his anchor. We then asked him whether his being dis- 
masted -would prevent him from proceeding to thie Negrais, to- 
which he replied it would not, as he could proceed to that place- 
with jury masts and esteemed it more for his ovmers’ interest 
to buy sticks at the Negrais for masts than purchase them here.. 

16. In that gale of wind the sloop on which we had forwarded 
seven chests of treasure to Dacca was lost but by the care and 
diligence of the party sent therewith the- money was all saved,, 
for which reason we ordered the Military Pay Master to give- 
them a gratuity of one month’s pay each man and reimburse- 
them what l:hey had lost as well as their clothing. 

17. Captain Baron having requested our permission to bring 
the Winchelsea to town, as she had been ashoar a little below 
Rangafoula, we gave him leave to bring her up in order to 
heave down, as we likewise did Captain Veitch whose ship had 
struck on a rock coming out of Madagascar. 

18. Upon taking into consideration on the 17 October the- 
disposition of Your Honours’ ships designed to be dispatc-hed for 
Europe this season, we agreed the Montfort should be sent 
immediately from hence early in December, the Winchelsea to- 
proceed to Madrass the' latter end of that month to fill up, the- 
Elisabeth and Egmont to be dispatched home fully laden from 
hence, the former in January and the latter in February, but 
finding afterwards by private advices the Colchester was to be 
sent hither, we determined to send the Elisabeth to Bencoolea 
to take in the surplus pepper, provided the Colchester arrived 
in time to be dispatched to Europe, in January. Having reasoa 
to expect likewise from a letter of <TOvemour Bourchiers to oxir 
President that they would have more .than sufficient cargoes 
on the Mallabar coast- for the ships Your Honours had consigned 
them, we agreed to send the York, Captain Ward, with her red 
wood and saltpeter to be filled up from thence and be dispatched 
home, or returned to us in case there should not be a surplus- 
tonnage of goods; of this W6 have duly advised the President' 
and Council of Bombay as well as the- Chief and factors at 
Tellecherry that they might provide accordingly. • 

• 19. -The season being advanced 'for employing ships oxr 
voyages in the country -we agreed oh the 21st October to put 
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as yet been able to come to a decisive conclusion thereon. We 
shall not trouble Your Honours therefore at present with a 
detail of our proceedings thereon, but refer ourselves to the 
course of our Consultations which we shall forward Your 
Honours seperately that you may see at one view every parti- 
cular relating to this charge. 

36. In our letter per Falmouth we drew a bill upon Your 
Honours in favour of Charles Floyer Esqr. or order for C.Rs. 
nine thousand nine himdred fifty two, eleven annas, three pice 
(9952-ll~3) or £S 1019-13-7, in which we find a mistake in the 
calculation, the proper amount in £S being one thousand one 
hundred nineteen, thirteen shillings, seven pence (1119-13-7), 
which difference Your Honours will please to make good. 

37. Your Honours having complained of not receiving 
several books and papers by the ships dispatched home two years 
ago, we called upon our Secretary to know the reason why they 
were not transmitted as usual. His reply in writing is entered 
after our Consultation of the second of September, and is in 
substance this: that the books and papers from the subordinates 
arrived but three days before the Oxford’s dispatches were 
closed, so that it was not in his power to forward them upon an 
earlier conveyance. That the general books of that season were 
not ballanced till the 11th February, which occasioned all the 
assistants in the Accomptant’s office (then but few) to be too 
much taken up to draw out an account of the salarys and 
gratuitys of the covenanted servants till after the departure of 
the Chesterfield but that paper as well as lists of shipping 
arrived at and sailed from hence, and duplicate lists of cove- 
nanted servants, inhabitants and women were all transmitted in 
the Oxford's packett. That it had never been customary to send 
home more than one sett of letters received and sent, which, 
with the register of the Mayor’s Court, charges general and 
dustick book was likewise forwarded by the Oxford, and that 
the omission of some material papers being entered after the 
Consultations of 1752, he cannot be accountable for, as he had 
not the charge of the office till January 1753. He likewise 
assured he already has been and always shall be very careful! 
that no material papers of any kind be neglected to be sent Your 
Honours, and that the business of his office be regularly kept 
up. In which we have had no occasion to complain of his remiss- 
ness, and therefore beg leave to recommend him to Your 

' Honours’ notice for his care and diligence. 
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23. In- that letter- to the President: and Council at Bombay 
we infoimed them Your Hdhours.had been obliged'to send three 
•of the ships, intended for 'their Presidency, to . Madrass to trans- 
port the forces for that coast, and there being no -prospect of 
those ships being employed from that Presidency, we had great 
reason to expect they would all be sent do-vm to Bengal, which 
would occasion so large a tonnage for us to -provide for that we 
were at a loss how to employ them with -any. tolerable view of 
^idvantage to Your Honours, but as a freight for Surat would in 
■all probability offer for two of your ships we have desired them 
to direct cotton cargoes to be got ready for that number. 

24. We must in this place beg leave to take notice: that when 
the Montfort returned from Bombay, on a survey of the broad 
cloth she brought back, several bales appeared to; be damaged, 
which Captain Vincent had: objected to in his bill of lading as 
he affirmed he received them in that condition from the Winchel- 
•sea; for which reason wei.have; forbore; demanding the amount, 
of those damaged bales till . Captain Baron’s arrival, -and- .the 
affair could be adjusted. .When the Winchelsea . imported we 
called upon Captain Baron to be . present at the survey of those 
bales and to, make good the damage, who replied- ;the President, 
and Council of . Bombay had delivered him up his bill of lading 
regularly; endorsed, and' therefore he could not think himself- 
accountable for any damage. -. Captain Vincent likewise persist- 
ing that he had received them m .the condition he had delivered 
them and objected to them at Bombay, has obliged us to sell 
that cloth as damaged broad cloth at outcry, and refer the affair 
to Your Honours to reimburse yourselves from the owners, of 
v/hichever ship you may -think liable to the damage. ; V/e have 
likewise mentioned this circumstance; to . the gentlemen at 
Bombay and have desired them to give you what information 
they can in relation thereto. We have likewise, enclosed in the 
packet the account sales of that’ broad cloth with the value of, 
it as invoiced by Your Honours, and 30 per cent put thereon 
as usual, the difference of which being the sum the owners are 
to make good. 

25. Your Honours will , observe by our Consultation of the 
17th October that we agreed to .lade 150 tonns of saltpetre on 
each of your ships this year to be dispatched from hence to 
Europe conformable to your permission and to assist us in com- 
plcating their tonnage. We have since that determined to put 
200 tonns of petre on the Montfort and send the richest goods 
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On do to do do account estate of Capt. 
Felix Baker for C.Rs. seventeen thou- 
sand two hundred thirty eight, four 
annas (17238-4-0) payable to. William 
Baker Esqr. @ 2/3, is 

On do to do do for C.Rs. three thousand 
five hundred fifty three, two annas, 
nme pice (3553-2^9) payable to Capt. 
Carteret Legeyt @ 2/3 is 

On 8th August to Captain James Gay for 
C.Rs. four hundred forty four, seven 
annas (444-7-0) payable to James 
Barton @ 2/3 is 

On do to do for C.Rs. four hundred forty 
four, seven annas (444^7-0) payable 
to John Gay @ 2/3 is 

On 12th August to William Mackett 
Esqr. for C.Rs. five thousand four 
hundred (5400) payable to Capt. John 
Harrison @ 2/3 is 

On 17th to William Fullerton for C.Rs. 
eight thousand six hundred forty 
(8640) payable to William Fullerton 
@ 2/3 is 

On do to William Parker for C.Rs. five 
hundred forty (540) payable to 
Messrs. Gosilen and Bennet @ 2/3 
is 

On 20th to Messrs. Manningham and 
Frankland account Joseph Fowke 
for C.Rs. nine hundred fifty one (951) 
payable to Joseph Fowke Esqr. @ 2/3 
is 

On 21st to do do account Robert Clive for 
C.Rs. twenty three thousand three 
hundred fourteen, one anna (23314-1-0) 
• payable to Robert Clive @ 2/3 is . ‘ " 


£St. 1939-6-1 • 


£St. 399-14-7 


£St. 50-0-0 


£St. 50-0-0 


£St. 607-10-0 


£St. 972-0-0 


£St. 60-15-0 


£St. 106-19-vQ 


£St. 2622-16-8 
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. ' ■ Secondly, of goods from Europe. 

28. In our letter via Madrass we acquainted Your Honours 
•of the. method, we had taken to .prevent a clandestine importa- 
tion -of ^commodities from Europe, which might prejudice .your 
■sales, since which the zemindar of .the party we appointed to 
take care no contraband trade should be landed in a private 
manner at any of our gauts detected a sloop, a pinnace and 
a budgrow in the night laden with copper on the opposite .side 
of the river, which we immediately secured till we could find 
from whence it came, and to. whom it belonged. Our examina- 
tion into -this affair Your Honours will find upon the face our 
Consultations of the 2nd September, when it appeared the 
•copper was the property of Captain JnoJ Coatsworth who 
■alledged he had brought it from the IWallabar coast, but hearing 
that article was- by. a late order of Council made seizable, he 
intended to have carried some part of it with him to sea again, 
•and to have landed the rest in the night. As Captain Coatsworth 
would not make affidavitt nor give any proof of his having pur- 
■chased that copper on the Malabar coast we determined to 
■detain it till he should prove where he bought it, to whom he 
paid the money for it and whose property it was to the best of 
"his knowledge. The Iiriport Warehouse Keeper was accordingly 
-ordered to land in the factory what was found on board the 
sloop and budgrow but as the hatches of the pinnace were 
locked and the sjrrang had made of with, the keys, we did not 
"think ourselves sufficiently authorized to break them open but 
kept a centinal on board to prevent their taking it away 
■clandestinely. 

29. That we might trace out if possible whether this copper 

was imported on either of the Europe ships then arrived, we 
■ordered our Secretary to demand the boatswain’s books of the 
York and St. George, which were accordingly laid before 'the 
Board soon after but we could not observe any thing of it entered 
in those books. . . 

30. After having used our utmost endeavours ■without effect 
lo find out from whence this copper caihe and as a longer deten- 
"tion woxild in all probability have occasioned a law suit which 
would have been attended •with great espence to Your Honours 
aind the event remained extremely precarious, the slender proofs 
before us being very insufficient to authorize a seizure of this 
kind, this added to the risque a great part of that copper lay 
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On do to Bartholomew Plaisted for 
C.Rs. one thousand live hundred 
ninety nine, two annas, six pice 
(1599-2-6) payable to Thomas Bennet 
@ 2/3 is 

On 26th to William Fullerton for C.Rs. 
eight thousand eight hundred eighty 
eight, fourteen annas, three pice 
(8888-14-3) payable to Daniel Camp- 
bell Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On 28th to do for C.Rs. six hundred forty 
eight (648) payable to Messrs. Gosilen 
and Bennet @ 2/3 is 

On do to do for C.Rs. one thousand eighty 
(1080) payable to John Willis @ 2/3 
is 

On 30th to J. Z. Holwell Esqr. for 
C.Rs. four hundred forty four, seven 
annas (444-7-0) payable to Messrs. 
Gosilen and Bennet @ 2/3 is 

On 20th August to Charles Manningham 
Esqr. for C.Rs. three thousand (3000) 
payable to Thos. Manningham Esqr. 
@ 2/3 is 

On do to Messrs. Manningham and Frank- 
land account Thomas Fytch for 
C.Rs. nine thousand two hundred 
thirty one, five annas, three pice 
(9231-5-3) payable to Thomas Fytch 
Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On do to do do account Lucia Mcgwire 
executrix to the estate of William 
Fytche Esqr. deceased for C.Rs. two 
thousand seven Hundred eighty- 
eight, six annas (2788-6-0) payable 
to Thomas Fytche Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On 31st to do do account William Wogan 
Junr. for C.Rs. twenty five thousand 
seventeen, five annas, six pice 
(25017-5-6) payable to Wm. Wogan 
Junr. @ 2/3 is 
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£St. 179-18-1 

£St. 1000-0-0 

£St. 72-18-0 

£St. 121-10-0 

£St. 50-0-0 

£St. 337-10-0 

£St. 1038-10-6 

£St. 313-13-10 


£St. 2814r9-0 
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those articles were accordingly j)ut up, the account sales of 
which as well as the former are regularly, entered, after our 
Consultations, and come enclosed .in this ship’s packet, under 
their respective numbers. 

34. We must in this place take notice that the sortment of 
plate copper marked Swan No. 2 sold at outcry better in pro- 
portion than the other plate copper though invoiced at near 
the same price; and that what Your Honours sent out in imita-. 
tion of Japan copper sold at a Very high price and we are 
informed is a sortment which these people esteem, for which, 
reason we request Your Honours will . comply with our indent 
transmitted in this packet. 

35. We must here remark that we have not indented this- 
year for any Barbary copper as we find it a sortment that will 
hot answer so well as what we now write for. The first year 
we received that copper it sold better in proportion than the- 
other, which encouraged us to indent for a large quantity, but. 
we have since had reason to alter our opinion and therefore 
desire Your Honours will not send us any. 

36. At 'our sales in November 1753 the Import Warehouse 
Keeper had picked a quantity of copper out of that invoiced by 
Your Honours for brass which looked much finer than the rest,, 
and put the same up as fine copper for brass, as had been- 
formerly done in a parcel received per Godolphin. It sold 
accordingly for near 20 per cent more than the other sortment 
and had been examined by the copper smiths before the outcry 
was made. When the six months for clearing the same were 
near elapsed, they attended the Board and informed us the; 
copper was not the sortment they bought it for and therefore 
they could not think of clearing it out at the price they had 
paid for it at outcry, but if we would let them have it on the 
terms battery copper sold for, they would clear it immediately. 
We then asked them if it was equal to the musters it was sold 
by? to , which they replied it was but that it was put up fine 
copper for brass whereas in reallity it would not make brass at 
all. This being a. very mateirial objection we ordered Mr. 
Pearkes to make an essay of it and if it would not make brass as 
they alledged we agreed their petition should be complied with,. 
Jbut that gentleman having made a tryal of the copper and pro- 
ducing on the 29th Aprill an essay of the brass it made, which, 
appearing extremely good we ordered the purchasers to clear it 
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employing gomastahs has prevailed, he has foregone the benefit 
that constantly accrued to all persons in such [station] who 
yearly received a considerable present from the merchants; 
therefore as • no emoluments of that kind now arise from his 
station and as the supporting the .dignity thereof even in a 
frugal and prudent way of living is an expence of his whole 
allowance, he hopes Your Honours will consider and bestow on 
him such equal advantages as may amount to the duty on coral 
received by the President at Fort St. George or the. consulage 
which is accounted for to the Governour of Bombay, and that 
you will in some degree make him amends for the time past in 
which he has not reaped the .advantages heretofore esteemed 
attending his station. And here we likewise beg leave to recom- 
mend to Your Honours’ consideration the purport of what iis 
represented by the Export Warehouse Keepers in their letter to 
the Board imder date the 'Sth instant, forwarded ‘with address 
with respect to the emoluments and fees of that office before 
Mr. Manningham was appointed to that employ by -i^qqr 
Honours’ commands in July 1752 per ship Godolphin, as certain 
it is they have likewise strictly foregone [the] benefit 'cbhst^tly 
accruing from [the] merchants to .the Export Warehouse -Keeper 
and his Deputy; all the fees of that office heretofore has been 
brought to Your. Honours’ credit’ by Mr. Manningham in' the 
warehouse accounts of April 1753 and 1754 as'passed in Council 
amounting to about 4000 rupees per annum on a medium. 

43. We have sent Mr. McGwire a copy of Your Honours’ 
paragraph relating to him, and -vvhen we receive .his reply there- 
to, we shall transmit to Your Honours. We .must here beg 
leave to mention that the complaints came before us as a bench 
of justices in Novr. 1752 when. Mr. McGwire pleaded guilty to 
the charge but as it was then only esteemed a rash unthinking 
action, he was reprimanded from the bench and fined for his 
fault. He has since behaved very much to our satisfaction in 
his station at Bulramgurry and been very assiduous in making 
a considerable investment both at Ballasore and Almora, many 
of the musters which he has sent us for that purpose being 
approved of by the Board, and as we esteem him a person well 
qualified for your service we hope Your Honours will mitigate 
your resentment upon this representation of his character, 

44.. -There was a bill drawn in our [letter] by the Chester- 
field in favour of Mr: John;: Jones for C.Rsi '2669-1 1-'3 or 
£S 300-6-9 but as that was a mistake arid his proper . name 
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only the following sortments may be consigned us as we iind 
they are commonly in the greatest demand viz., 

Broad cloth aurora 
Broad cloth blue ordinary 
Broad cloth yellow do 

Broad cloth emerald green do . ' 

Scarlet perpets. 

41. The' Import Warehouse Keeper aequaints us the sheers 
Your Honours sent out in year 1752 for cutting copper are not 
at all esteemed by these people who arc ignorant of their utility 
and cannot be brought to use them. 

42. Your Honours’ orders in relation to the preamble at the 
head of our account sales are punctually complied with, but the 
directions you were pleased to give in regard to sorting every 
separate lott, and putting the purchaser in immediate possession 
of his purchase, will not be in our power to execute for the 
reasons Mr. Cruttenden (then Import Warehouse Keeper) gave 
upon the face of our Consultations of 21st July 1752, our mean- 
ing in the letter of the 11 February being understood to except 
such parts of your orders as we found were not practicable and 
of which we had taken notice in our Consultations transmitted 
for your observation. 

Thirdly, of investments. 

43. In our letter via Madrass, a copy of which is enclosed in 
lh1s ship’s packet, we gave Your Honours an account of our 
transactions in this branch of your affairs at our Precidency. 
What has since occurred we shall give as concise a relation of 
as we can and confine ourselves to the most material particulars 
of what has passed between us and our respective gomastahs. 


44, Our orders at Malda last season agre'able to the former 
list was to purchase but 27300 pieces, but the encrease this year 
in the list we received from Your Honours obliged us to order 
45800 pieces, the full of which we fear they will not be able to 
provide time enough to be sent home this season, as the head 
gomastah’s coming down to settle his accounts, adjusting the 
same and examining their particular transactions took up so 
much time that it was the 11th August before they begun their 
purchases, except some purchased by the under gomastahs for 
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May it please Your Honours. 

1. Under date the 9th September we wrote a summary letter 
and transmitted it to the President and Coimcil of Fort St. 
George to be forwarded to Your Honours by the September 
conveyance, since when we have been favoured with, your 
commands per Anson and Warren of the 15th Feby., 2 and 15 
March, as well as a separate letter of that date in relation to the 
Act of Parliament for punishing mutiny and desertion in Your 
Honours’ military, which Act of Parliament, articles of war, and 
commissions for appointing courts martial, and judges advocate 
have been publickly read and explained to the officers and 
soldiers In garrison, who have been acquainted they were in 
future to serve Your Honours on those terms, and that those 
who did not consent to continue under such rules and orders as 
in the said Act of Parliament were prescribed should have their 
immediate discharge. 

2. The Mpntford, Captain Frederick Vincent, being now 
under dispatch for Europe we shall address Your Honours fully 
by her under the established heads and 

First, of shipping. 

3. The Master Attendant having reported to us that the 
Hawke, Mermaid, Grampus and Bonetta sloops \yere full of 
white ants, and that he had tryed several expedients to destroy 
them without effect, we permitted him to sink them as the only 
method left to preserve those sloops from being rendered use- 
less by their havock, which has answered the end, and entirely 
cleared them of that destructive specie of vermin. 

4. The river was regularly surveyed by the Master Atten- 
dant and pylots in the beginning of the season and their obser- 
vations reported to the Board and entered after our Consulta- 
tions of the 6th of May, but as most of Your Honours’ sloops 
have been damaged by a severe , gale of wind which happened 
on the 1st October, we have not been abie to make the survey 
in that .month but as ^on as the sloops retiitm from the Hoad 
we shall order the Master Attendant .to set about it. 

5. -.The Buxey having surveyed the State budgrow and under-, 
taken to give it a thorough repair for C.Rs. 2200 ’we permitted 
him to set about it on those terms. On the 4th J!uly the Master 
Attendant with. his. assistants went, "to : 4nSpect- -the planks, 
timbers,* and materials to be uSed on,- that f reparation.;):. • 
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time to come' down, together making 12343 pieces instead ot 
17000 pieces. 

53. At Buddall we have good assurances of their sending us 
down in time the whole of their list, having already provided 
9428 out of 12200 pieces though they begun so late as the 13- 
July. 

54. The loss of time in settling and adjusting the Harriall 
accounts occasioned our gomastah returning to that aurung.very 
late,. so that untill the 10th September their purchases were not 
entered upon otherwise than some ready money purchases made 
by the under gomastahs and we fear what we shall receive from 
that place will not exceed 21000 pieces though our orders were 
for 33100 pieces, the reasons given us for this difference being 
the prodigious rise of waters thereabouts, which overflowed the 
country and occasioned so great a scarcity of provision which 
made the gomastahs cautious how they advanced the weavers 
any puttun, the method of doing their business , there. 

55. We gave the gomastah we employed at Soonamooky 
orders to invest 2900 pieces of silk and tosarry goods besides 
20000 pieces of gurrahs, but jas Your Honours had reduced that 
article [in] your list of investment this year, we directed them 
to lessen their purchase of gurrahs, in answer to which they 
informed us that these orders arrived so late they must be 
obliged to take as far as 12000 or 13000 pieces of gurrahs. We 
have already advised Your Honours of the new aurungs we had 
established for the provision of gurrahs and refer ourselves to 
that paragraph. The quantity of shell laak we gave those 
gomastahs orders to buy, they are likely to fall short of, on 
account of the troubles in the country which have stopt the 
roads and prevents any great importation of that commodity. 

56. We have now given Yom Honours a suncint[sic] ac- 

count of the most material transactions . of our several 
gomastahs; the letters which have passed to and from them 
we shall forward in box of .-books per Colchester and in the 
present packet enclose the names of the gomastahs etc., in 
our service under the respective aurungs at which they are 
employed. . , , . 

57. The Export Warehouse Keeper and his Deputy on the 
24 June laid before us several musters received from Keerpoy 
of the Almorra sortments, which being examined and compared 
with those in our cottah, we ordered them to make as many 
charconnahs, chuMaes and ^ellbafts as they could af Keerpoy 
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proceed to appointment of proper ships' for that purpose. In 
this letter we took notice of the prohibition they had made of 
trading in callicdes to Bencoolen and ophium to Nattsil, of which 
we had given publick advertisements and should send them 
SO chests of ophium in the month of January a^eable to their 
request. 

11. On the 16 October imported here the Anson, Winchelsea, 
.and Elizabeth, by the former of which ship the President and 
Council of Fort St. George advised us of the arrival at Fort St. 
David of Admiral Watson with two other men of war and Your 
Honours’ ships Warren, Kent and London with a reinforcement 
■of troops for that Coast. They acquaint us in that letter of their 
having put the said ships up to freight but were apprehensive it 
would be without effect, in which case they should [sic] them 
•down to us and if we could not obtain a freight for them, they 
could see no other way of employing them than returning them 
to that Presidency in January with grain. . 

12. In answer to which letter we wrote them in 2nd ultimo 
that in the present situation of markets in India we were at a 
loss on what voyages to employ the ships this year detained 
from hence that would turn out to any account for Your 
Honours, except such as we shoud find necessary to send on 
freight voyages to Surat and therefore should there be no offers 
corresponding with your directions for letting, the rest to freight, 
we shoud follow the plan they had laid down of sending them 
fo their Presidency with cargoes of grain if procurabe. 

13. As those gentlemen had not yet informed us' what 
•quantity of surplus pepper there should be at Bencoolen nor 
requested a ship for that purpose, we were induced to open two 
packets from that settlement under address to the President' 
and Council of Fort St. George, which were delivered us by 
•Captain Edwards of the Speedwell ketch, wherein we -observe 
they are likely to have a surplus of 200 tonns of pepper at Fort- 
Marlborough, in consequence of which’ 'we advised Mr. Saunders 
■and his Council we shoud appoint one of last year’s ships to' 
proceed thither to take if in. 

14. Your Honours, will observe by our Consultations of the 
7th October a violent gale of wind had happened on the 1st and 
■2nd of that month which damaged several of your sloops and. 
dismasted the Denhaml' The York ha-ving likewise been on 
shoar, and beat several hours. Captain Ward desired our per- 
mission to bring her up. to, town which we consented to. 

■125 DofA — 51 
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shall now -beg leave to be as particular in our detail of what 
relate thereto as we can without being unnecessary, prolix. ' 

62. The gentlemen at Cassimbuzar on the 1st March sent xis 
down a parcel of gurrahs, silk and silk peicegoods which did 
not arrive with us till some days after the dispatch of the 
Falmouth. In their letter of that date they say those goods 
would have been forwarded someda 3 rs sooner, had not .the dis- 
putes with the merchants on account of the stoct sprtmg and 
prizing the Novemberbund silk occasioned a delay; they further 
informed us that the Novemberbund silk- then sent us was in 
general very bad, yet by turning out great, part of the D and E 
and throwing the upper letter into the lower (agreeable to Your 
Honours’ directions) it appeared tolerably good, and as they 
could not reject the whole of that parcel of silk without incurr- 
ing bad debts they hoped we should approve what they had 
done. 

63. They advised us at the same time that- their merchants 

were all assembled at a place near Muxadabad with an inten- 
tion to present a petition to the Nabob for not taking the lower 
letters of sHk. . , * 

64. As we had wrote them imder date the 12 Februaiy, in 
answer to their requesting leave to send more money to the 
aunmg for provision of putney, that we did not approve of their 
risquing too much of Yoiir Honours’ estate in that manner and 
recommended it to them to make their contracts as usual with 
their merchants, they e:q)lained themselves in their letter of 
the. 1st March. and observed that when they wrote - us for such 
a permission they only meant, to . proceed, in winding of.. what 
silk they could, till their merchants, cotdd be brought to terms, 
and not lose the benefit of the most .favourable season -for. "vwn.d- 
ing of silk. In answer- to what. we remarked in our before men- 
tioned letter .that silk was then ..considerably lower at their 
factory than it had been the last season and therefore hoped, 
their contracts wbvdd be in proportion, they replied that though 
the price, of silk then was indeed .lower than it. had been the- 
year before,, yet it was still las- deaf as. when they made their 
contracts as the price of putney rose cqnsiderably after, they, 
had contracted, that what putney they.had themselves provided 
in consequence of our permission, when wound off to the fine- 
ness required for Your Honours’. Guzzerat -silk, with the charges 
and allowances etc., -would hot have -stood the ihef chants in 
less than M.. Rupees 8-2 . per . seer, nor would, such , putney 



7 DECEMBER 1754 


803 

up an advertisement that , we would receive propos'Sts for 
freighting any of Your Honours’ ships on voyages within your 
limits of trade in India and on the .24th Captain David Rannie 
back again at the rate of .twenty three thousand ;(23000) Current 
sent in a proposal for freighting the St. George to China and 
Rupees for the voyage, to which we directed our Secretary to- 
reply that Your Honours having directed us to insist upon the- 
full demurrage of your ships when we lett them out to freight* 
we could not accept of less. He afterwards sent, in three other 
proposals for freighting that ship to the port of China; the last 
of which we .have accepted of, as we think the sum of forty 
thousand (40000) Current Rupees more than equivalent to one 
year’s demurrage, and is a much larger sum (in our opinion) 
than we shall be able to procure -for any Other ship in the 
present situation of trade in India. For our proceedings in this 
affair as well as our respective opinions on his offers we beg 
leave to be referred to our - Consultations of the 24th, 28th and 
31st October and the 4 November transmitted by this ship. We 
flatter ourselves what we have done herein will meet Your 
Honours’ approbation and that, should we not be able to procure 
near that sum for the freight of any other of your ships, it will 
not be deemed either negligence or self interestedness in us, as 
we can safely assure Your Honours we are of opinion nothing 
but the motives Captain Rannie has mentioned in his letters 
could have prevailed on him or aiiy man to offer so large a sum 
for the freight of any of your ships. ‘ 

20. In this ship's packet Your Honours will receive the 
several requests, reports, and other papers relating to her, as 
well as Captain Vincent’s manifest of private trade under their 
respective numbers as per -list of packet. 

21. We have advanced Captain- George Heard four thousand 
(4000) Current Rupees for, the use and expence of the Denham, 
for which sum he has executed the .usual bond. 

' 22. It is ■ not in our power to transmit Your .Honours the 
account current of this ship’s coimtry voyage in her packet as 
you have cHrected, the gentlemen at Bombay having omitted to 
send the account sales of the sugar consigned them on her and 
the Winchelsea, of which we have taken notice in our letter to 
them under date 2hd Novem^r; as soon as we receive those 
sales we shall make up the voyages of those ships and forward' 
them home. 
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.and' 8-9‘ per seer for the Guzzerat, which prices (though very 
extravi^ant) they Had no hopes of reducing, as their merchants 
seemed rather to' decline than engage in that article even at 
that exorbitant rate. , They sent us by those cossides a muster 
■of silk the merchants agreed, to contract which was not (agre- 
.able to the practice of former years) so fine that it would be 
impossible to wind off any quantity nearly equal to it but such 
a muster as the merchants say may be wound of and which they 
will use; their best endeavours to keep up to. They likewise 
sent us on the 23 April a. muster of Guzzerat silk wound off 
from , the putney we had permitted them to purchase (at the 
aurungs), taken put. of the parcels promiscuously without being 
sorted into assel, poor etc., of which silk there would be about 
240 maunds and it would turn out, when sorted as .usual allow-, 
ing for charges and customary deductions, about D. M. Rs. 8-2 
per seer the A. 

71. Upon inspection of the musters mentioned in our former 
paragraph we wrote Mr. Watts and his Council that the Guzzerat 
silk of their own winding off is, much superior to what their 
merchants delivered, in last year and inferiour to .’the musters 
they were, how will tog to contract on but the price they demand- 
ed w:as byinuch too extravigant to be complied with, and since 
the putney they had provided was likely to turn out so well, 
we recommended it to them to go on providing the other sort- 
ments of silk in the same manner, unless they could bring theff 
merchants to better teims; we likewise took notice that the 
present musters delivered, in by their merchants was much 
inferior to what they formerly .contracted on, which we did not 
approve of as we were apprehenrive it.might be a means of 
•debasing by degrees the quality of their silk investment. 

72. On the 10 May we recieved a letter from the gentlemen, 

itt Cossimbuzar advising .us they 'had called their merchants 
.and told them we would neither,, permit them to contract for 
raw, silk on the muster nor at the price they insisted on, to which 
their merchants replied they had agreed to providing the silk 
this year only in order to obtain the, continuance of the favour 
•and protection of the factory without. any prospect of advantage- 
and were very glad to be excused from engaging in that, branch 
•of biiriness. . , ' , , 

, 73. In answer to the permission we had given them to provide 
the other sortnients of silk in: the same' manner as that already 
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on that ship, as she will leave India in so fine a time of the year 
that she will in all probability arrive in time for Your Honours’ 
sales in September, which step we fiatter ourselves you will 
approve of, as we think it must be for Your Honours’ interest 
that the first dispatched ships’ invoices should exceed in value 
to those who depart late from India. 


26. Captain Vincent on the 28th October sent in a letter to* 
the Board complaining of his chief ofiicer’s behaviour, and 
requesting our permission to dismiss him from his ship; upon 
which we called Mr. Thomas Madge before us and as he then 
consented to make Capt. Vincent a proper concession we were in 
hopes the dispute would have ended there. But Mr. Madge on 
the 21st ultimo informing us Captain Vincent had suspended, 
him from his office of chief mate and the ship was then dropping 
down, we ordered both of them to attend us on the 25th last 
month that we might either reinstate the officer, or give his 
captain permission to employ another. At the same time we 
directed our Secretary to request all the Europe commanders,, 
and three of those in the country service, to attend us likewise 
and answer such questions as we might have occasion to put. 
Not to trouble Your Honours with a tedious detail of this affair 
we beg leave to be referred to that Consultation, wherein you 
will please to observe we directed Captain Vincent to receive 
Mr. Madge and permit him to act in quality of chief mate 
during this voyage to Europe upon his making a written^ 
acknowledgement of his error and promising a more suitable- 
behaviour for the future. As we imagined it would have been- 
settled without our intervention we omitted to enter Captain- 
Vincent’s letter thereon after our Consultations and therefore- 
enclose them in our packet by this ship for Your Honours” 
observation. 


27. On the 25th November Captain Nevil Norway came up to- 
town and informed us of the Britannia’s safe arrival at Culpee,. 
of which we congratulate Your Honours. He acquainted us at 
the same time of His Majesty’s ship Bridgewater and the Kings: 
Fisher sloop of war being safe in the river and we hourly expect 
the arrival of the Colchester, Kent and London, which three- 
ships the gentlemen at Madrass have informed us they dis~ 
patched for this place a few days before the Britannia came- 
away. 
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no more time but exert their utmost to procure the Guzzerat 
■and Novemberbund silks, should their merchants persist in their 

^xefusal to contract for that branch of their investment. 

76. The gentlemen at Cossimbuzar under date the 22nd May 
Teplied to the above letter that though it might appear to us 
they had- not endeavoured to bring their merchants to contract 
with them for silk on reasonable terms, yet they assured us 
nothing had been wanting on their parts to bring it about, 
though it had failed of success, but that we might depend they 
should still continue to try all possible means to engage their 
merchants or some of them at least to contract for a part, if .they 
will not for the whole of what Your Honours direct, as they 
prefer that method themselves which nothing but an absolute 
necessity could induce them to request an alteration of.‘ For 
answer to what we had mentioned in regard to their contracts 
being so much protracted they referred us to their several 
former letters wherein we should find they had endeavoured all 
they could to bring their merchants to an early contract and 
the reasons which prevented it, which were chiefly the extravi- 
gant prices demanded by them, for had they imagined we should 
have approved of their allowing such an advanced price, they 
•could have contracted as soon as the merchants had dropped 

. their complaint to the Durbar. 

77. We have now the pleasure to acquaint Your Honours that 
"Mr. Watts and his Council on the 31st May sent us down musters 
•of silk which their merchants had consented to contract for at 
the last year’s prices, and upon inspection it being approved of 
by the Board, we directed them to contract for it immediately 
■and recommended it to them to press their merchants to bring 
it in early as the season was then very far advanced, which 
they informed us they had done in a letter of 18th June but that 
they had not been able to prevail with them to contract for 
more than one thousand maunds and that Novemberbund only. 

78. When we recieved Your Honours’ commands per Essex 
■■and Ilchester we immediately transmitted the several subordi- 
nates their respective lists of investment extracted from what 
twas] received in those packets dated 19 December 1753. 

'79. We have already taken notice .'in ouf letter under date 
■9th September that the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar wrote us they 
•could not prevail bn their merchants to lessen- the quantity of 
guirahs they had contracted for, as they had already advanced 
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•at in the 'pinnace (which had very providentially, escaped Ijeing 
dost in the late storm) induced xis to agree the copper, shoiild be 
returned to Captain Coatsworth and we hope Your Hoffours 
will approve of our so doing, as we doubt not the seizure we 
made, together, with our sedulous enquiry to trace out from 
whence it came, will in future prevent an illicit, importation, of 
this or any other article prejudicial to your sales, which we shall 
.always be carefull to detect and make proper examples of any 
jjersons we may find culpable. • . 

31. To enable us to act with proper confidence on "these 

occasions, and exert our authority for putting a stop to these 
•clandestine practices, we must request Your Honours will give 
us very explicit directions when we have a right, to seize a 
commodity forbid by your orders to be traded in by. the captains 
and officers of your ships, and whether we may lawfully detain 
it from the purchaser, though we should have no intelligence 
thereof till after it is out of the ship. ' ' . 

32. Upon the receipt of Your Honours’ advices of the 23rd 
January 1754 per York we took into consideration the very large 
consignments of woollen goods made us this year, and as we 
would give our utmost attention to your orders for procuring a 
vend for that article, we agreed to put up the remains of last 
year’s woolen goods as well as the York’s and St. George’s 
•cargoes at outcry on the 20 September, imagining the advertise- 
ment of such a sale might prompt the former purchasers to clear 
out the goods they had bought or at least that they would not 
suffer those sortments to fall in their value, and as the waters 
were then very high, the expence of carriage was consequently 
much less than in the dry season, which might have induced 
■others to become buyers. Mr. Becher being of a different 
opinion Your Honours will find his reasons for dissenting 
•entered on our Consultation of the 22nd August. 

33. When we tryed those articles at outcry agreable to our 
resolution, we found but little of the woollen goods would sell, 
there being no bidders for the ordinary broad cloth and aurora, 
upon which we agreed on the 26 September to make another 
tryal of them at outcry bn the 18 November with the remaining 
copper, iron and lead, and in order to encourage the sale of the 
v/oolen goods we ordered the Import Warehouse Keeper to give 
notice that -we would forbear making another sale of that com- 
modity for six. months from that pciiod. On the 18 November 
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and observed to them that though some of the sortments were 
something inferiour, in quality, yet it was no way equal to the 
prodigious disproportion of the price. Their reply Your Honours 
will find extracted in our Consultations of the 20th May, in 
which they were of opinion very different to ours but allowed 
the Conicola doreas, and charconna doreas were much cheaper 
than theirs, for which reason they had forbid the latter and 
promised to use their best endeavours to amend the former.. 

84. As we had particularly complained of the flowered goods 
and directed them to provide no more, as they were invoiced 
extravigantly high, they sent us down a few pieces worked in 
their own factory and referred us to Mr. Sumner’s report enter- 
ed in their Consultation of the 12th May for an answer to our 
letter. Upon inspecting these pieces and comparing them with, 
what we had formerly received from thence, we found extreamly 
superior both in the quality of the cloth, the goodness of the 
work, and beauty of the patterns, for which reasons we directed 
them to continue making the worked goods agreeable to the 
orders of their list of investment, and recommended it to Mr. 
Sumner' to use his utmost diligence in keeping up the stitch 
work agreeable to the musters then before us. 

85. The gentlemen at Dacca had in the month of February 
•desired our directions in relation to their ferret doth which 
they had detained in their godowns and were, if they did not 
take it, apprehensive Your Honours would be liable to consider- 
able bad debts, upon which we ordered them to prize the goods- 
in a lower degree than they [were] contracted for and take them 
at those rates, which^ey informed us in their letter of the 9th 
May they had done and were of opinion the whole parcel was- 
extreamly cheap at those rates. 

86. In the same letter they informed us of an alteration they 
had made in their contracts for dooreas this season, the method 
of prizing them brown having for these two years last pnst. 
never answered, when dressed, the expectation they had enter- 
tained of them when brown, for which purpose they had insisted. 
on the delols and piccars bringing in those of this year half 
dressed. This we very much approved of and hoped the 
methods they had' pursued in giving out their puttem etc., this 
season would enable them to make a considerable amendment in 
their investment, a point we strenuously recommended to their 
attention, as Your Honours by no means approved of accepting 
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out at the price they had bought it, as their complaint was 
without foundation. . 

37. On the 18 October they petitioned us again to permit 
them to relinquish their purchases as they were likely to be 
very great sufferers by it, the copper not being the sortment it 
was put up for, and though it made brass yet it would not bear 
the hammer and was only fit for casting, a method this country 
people do not much practice and therefore there is scarce any 
demand for that kind of copper. As this seemed a very plausi- 
ble objection, if well grounded, we ordered Mr. HolweU to 
procure some copper smiths privately and make an essay of the 
copper, whose report and essays were delivered in- to the Board 
on the 7 November, by which it appeared the brass it made was 
extreamly good and bore the hammer very well. This deter- 
mined us to insist on the buyers clearing out the several lotts 
they had purchased at the sales of 1753 and we ordered our 
Import Warehouse Keeper to give them notice of this resolution 
and if they did not clear it out by the 25 November that it would 
be resold and the difference demanded of them. After which we 
acquiesced with a request several of them applied to Mr. Becher 
to make and allowed them the discount of nine per cent as if 
they had cleared it out within the six months provided for at 
the sale, their first application to the Board having been deliver- 
ed within that time and our ultimate resolution for clearing it 
out but lately made. 

38. Captain Meard having delivered 12 chaldron and 2(1 
bushels short of the coales he brought out, we permitted him 
to keep them on board, and use it for fuel to boil the victuals of 
the people we sent upon his ship to the Negrais and directed - 
him to deliver the overplus to Mr, Brook, as likewise 20 cuffers 
which he desired he might have leave to keep on board as they 
formed his coale hole. 

39. The damaged broad doth, by the several ships this year 
imported, has been regularly surveyed in the presence of the 
captains of such ships and the amount thereof accounted for in 
Your Honours’ treasury. 

40. In our advices last year per Portfield under date the 4th 
January we gave Your Honours our reasons for leaving out of 
our indent all kinds of woollen goods, which we beg leave to 
stand referred to for doing the same in our indent this year, 
but should it be absolutely necessary to send us any, we must 
repeat what we then advised Your Honours and request that 



822 


LETTER TO COURT 


used his best endeavours to get at the real prices of cloth at. 
Jugdea and .its adjacent aurungs and was greatly surprized to 
find Your Honours paid an advance of 15 or 20 per cent on the 
weavers’ price and therefore he had proposed to the delols a. 
deduction of 8 per cent on the prizing of every sortment, except 
the doosutties, which being an article they profit from 50 to 70 
per cent by, he had offered them Rs. 5-8 for what had hitherto 
been taken at 7 per piece, that upon their refusing to comply 
he had forbad them providing any more, as he thought it shame- 
full to take them at such a disadvantage, that when he first, 
proposed a reduction to Narsing deloll he positively refused it,, 
but afterwards agreed to reduce the price 3 per cent, which he- 
had declined accepting and that he was then buying up cloth 
privately as musters, which he would forward us if the delols- 
would not comply with his terms without a proof of their 
imposition. 

91. This cloth purchased in a private manner he wrote on 
the 1st May he had effected and sent us the prizings, by which- 
we might observe how much Your Honours had been imposed 
on. He wrote us at the same time he had made an agreement 
with a delol to deliver him the cloth at all times on the terms- 
of the last prizing and that it would be greatly for Your 
Honours’ advantage to have a btmgalow at the four principal 
aurungs that the Chief may go and purchase at them himself 
without residing at any one place. 

92. In that letter he assured us we need be under no appre- 
hension that the reduction of the prices would detriment the 
fabrick of the cloth, but as the delols who were then in 
Calcutta might represent things to their own advantage and 
secret the truth as far as lies in their power, he should mention 
his observations on the quality of the cloth he had purchased, 
compared with the same sortments as delivered in by the delols, 
which were as follows: that the baftaes-Chowbissa, Jugdea,, and. 
Madrass are no otherwise inferior to those he receives from 
them than their being a thinner cloth which will look better 
washed than brown, that the baftaes Chittybully and the- 
hummums of both sorts are . greatly superiour, that the cossaes 
are rather so than not and that the doosutties were equal. He. 
further observed that the difference to Your Honours by provid- 
ing the investment there in the manner he proposed woiild. 
amount to forty thousand rupees per year. 
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ready money,' the orders- for that aiurung- likewise being very 
large. 

45. At Saritipore we have reason to e3q)ect our orders for 
12000 pieces of different sortmehts of cloth will be fully invest- 
ed, as by advices from that aurung we find 8226 pieces have 
already been bought. The cotton yam, of which we directed our 
gomastah then to biiy and send us 120 maunds, we are appre- 
hensive they will fall short of, as it is not procurable without 
too great an advanced price. 

46. We have the same assurances at Burran as at Santipore, 
the gomastah there having already made piurchases of 16685 
pieces and their order no more than 20000 pieces. 


47. Our gomastahs at Hurrypaul advised us that they have 
hitherto invested as far as 6250 pieces, and they shall only be 
able to procure time enough to be sent by the ships of this 
season 3000 pieces more, their reason for which being principally 
the scarcity of provision which has reduced the inhabitants to 
such poverty they were afraid to make large advances of putney, 
the method of purchasing most of. their goods. 


48. The list of goods to be provided at Bamagore being 
12900 pieces of different sorts, they begun the 2iid 3my, anc by 
account from thence to the 17th Novem^ they had purchased 
4816 pieces and hope to get about 4G0D piece* mOic r^acy '•■•'i.nm 
the season. 


49. The order for goods to be provic 
s 20700 pieces of different sortmenrs^a: 
L4000 pieces, and expect to comprea-: 1 
season. 

50. Cuttral wfil very 

ing short is owing to mucn uie n 
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directed hiih to lower it if possible and, upon examination of 
his invoices afterwards recdved, finding the cloth rated as usual, 
though he himself had sent us down prizings by which the 
prices were very much, reduced even with the advance he had ' 
-agreed to, we imagined the superiority of the cloth had been the 
reason of it, but observing upon an. inspection of what he had , 
sent down , that the qualities of his goods were rather inferiour 
to those forwarded by Messrs. Baillie and Playdell we wrote him 
thereupon and demanded' the reason of his rating the goods in 
his invoice as usual, when by his letters and prizings we expect- 
ed to have found a considerable reduction. To neither of these 
letters have we as yet received an answer. 

98. The several parcels of goods received from Jugdea since 
the Falmouth’s departure are duly taken notice of in our 
Consultations, and the peices, which were found damaged and 
tom, have been sold at outcry and the amount brought to Your 
Honours’ credit. 

f 

99. We have supplied that factory with A.R. 129600 and when 
Messrs. Baillie and Playdell were returned thither, we directed 
them to compleat the investment in the manner they judged 
most for Your Honours’ advantage. 

100. Your Honours having demanded the reason lor sending 
home so few sannoes of late years Mr. McGuire in a letter of 
the 28th February informed us it was chiefiy owing to the op- 
pressive government of the Marattoes, ever since their first 
invasion, added to the excessive dearness of grain and conse- 
quently the necessitous circumstances of the weavers. 

101. Observing, by the accounts of Bulramg'urry factory sent 

us a little before the departure of the Falmouth for Europe, a 
large ballance remained in cash there, exclusive of what money 
he had advanced for sannoes and sent to Chumra, we directed 
Mr. McGuire on the 11 March to make a calculate of what 
quantity of 'the goods ordered in the list of investment, he could 
provide, and return us the surplus, reserving no more than 
sufficient for such a provision and his charges. We likewise 
observed to him that upon inspecting the Olmorra goods re- 
ceived from him we did hot find ■ the ‘ quality answer our ex- 
pectations. ' ' 

102. In reply to which .letter he addressed us under date the 
30th March acquainting us that he had contracted with the 
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•and aS'- the teepoys from' Ballasore ■were’ but indifferent we 
•ordered them to provide that sortment ■ like'v^ise at Keerpoy, 
though the musters before us were entirely s ilk, instead of silk 
nnd herba, which made them turn, out 3 rupees per piece dearer 
than those in our cottah.. . 

58. We have this season supplied our auruhgs with the follow- 
ing sums amounting in the whole to C.Rsl 1365407-15-3. 

, Malda— 175164-4-0 . 

Buddal— 80362-1-3 
Harrial— 190143-15-0 
Kerpoy— 199374-15-3 
Santipore — 109538-9-0 
Burron — 114110-0-0 
Cuttrah — 43208-15-0 
Barnagore — 50776-1-6 
Enum Buzar — 43400-0-0 

and have received from them in all to the value of 
C.Rs. 341991-6-0 and the remainder we make no doubt will be 
invested and sent us before the latter ships of this year leave 
Bengali. 

59. Enclosed in this packet. we send a list of our gomastahs’ 
names with the different, aurungs to which they are employed 
for Your Honours’ observation. 

60. The Export Warehouse Keepers acquainting lis there was 

a very great inconvenience in the boats from Malda, Buddal, 
and Harrial coming down by the way of Jellingee.where it was 
usual to detain them ’and extort money from the manjees, we 
wrote to the gentlemen at Dacca to let us know if it would give 
any umbrage to their Durbar or occasion them any trouble, were, 
we to order the boats from those aurungs to go to that factory 
and come to Calcutta through the woods, to. which they have 
replied they did not apprehend any. trouble from that method 
and we have accordingly directed the Export Warehouse Keeper 
to order the gomastahs of those places to forward their goods 
to us by the way of Dacca., . . • . 

61. Having defeired giving Your ^P^oiirs an account of what 
has occured in the provisions of your, investments at our several 
■subordinates till our address under the established heads, we 
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extravigant he must provide but 100 pieces of that sortment/ 
but if he could keep the nillaes of Rs. 4-12 full up to the musters, 
we directed him to encrease their quantity to 3000 pieces and 
to provide the same quantity of the nillaes of 3 Rs. 

106. He acknowledged the receipt of these orders in a letter 
dated the 12 June and sent us one piece of chucklaes and one 
peice of charconnahs for our sentiments thereon, which being 
compared with those in our cottah were found so much inferiour 
that we forbid him on the 24th of- that month providing any 
more of those sortments than what might be ready at the receipt 
of that letter. As we thought him then sufficiently able to 
judge what sum of money he should want for his investment 
and charges, we directed him to reserve a sufficiency for those 
uses and return us the surplus of cash he had in ballance. But 
in a letter of the 6th July he informed us there was barely 
sufficient for the investment and charges, consequently none- 
could be returned. 

107. On the 1st August we received 20 peices of fine sannoes 
and 20 pieces of superfine sannoes from Mr. McGuire which he- 
desired we would have sorted in bur cottah and' return them to- 
him for his guide, with our sentiments on their quality and 
price, which we accordingly did and wrote him if the superfine- 
sannoes were to be prized at 14 C.Rs. the A and the fine sannoes- 
at 9 C.Rs. the A, with a proportionable decrease allowed for the 
lower letters, they would turn out very reasonable, but if these- 
were the medium prices of the whole quantity, they v/ould be- 
exceeding dear. But in a letter of the 17 August he informed us-- 
those were the prices for the head letters and a proportionable 
decrease was to be allowed on the lower, one’s. 

108. As we have had no occasion to supply this factory since- 
the Falmouth’s departure. Your Honours will see by the account 
sent home in her what money was then remaining in ballance.. 
As yet we have received but small consignments of goods from, 
thence -but by a late letter from Mfr. McGuire we have reason, 
to expect a large parcel spme time this month. 

109. We have now gone through our detail on this head of‘ 
our letter in which we have been as full as possible and omitted- 
nothing of consequence. We shall therefore beg leave to/ 
proceed. 
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be procurable a month from that date, so that they had little 
reason to think they should be able to. contract for any silk 
fit for yotm use even at the last year’s price. 

65. There being a parcel of gurrahs which turned out shorter 
than usual upon measuring but were very good, they thought it 
most adviseable to take them and pack them separate making 
a proper deduction. 

66. The gentlemen at Cassimbuzar imder date the 4th March 
advising us that several of their merchants not having delivered 
goods to the amount of the dadney advanced them and request- 
ing our permission to receive such goods into their cottahs till 
April to prevent their contracting bad debts, we gave them 
leave to accept of goods till April on their last year’s contracts 
agreeable to their request. 

67. The boats dispatched from Cassimbuzar on the 25 Febru- 
ary having had the misfortune to meet \vith very bad weather, 
several of the bales of silk and chests of silken peicegoods were 
damaged and a bale of silk \vith another of gurrahs were lost. 
The damaged goods we returned to Cossimbuzar to be redress- 
ed and directed the gentlemen there to send divers immediately 
to search for the two bales which were missing. Some time 
after we had the pleasure to hear they had recovered the bafe 
of silk. 

68. When the damaged silk was returned us redressed we 
agreed to put it up at outcry and, if there were bidders for it at 
the rate of 5 C.Rs. per seer for the letter C, to let it go, which 
offering was sold accordingly. 

69. Having inspected the raw silk dispatched from Cossim- 
buzar on the 25th February we fbilnd it extfeamly bad, of which 
we acquainted' the gentlemen there and they had sent us three- 
chests of taffaties etc., for musters of a new sortinent, vrhich 
upon examination we did not approve of. We forbid them te 
provide any of those sortments till our' further orders which do 
riot propose to give till we know Your 'Honours’ sentiments. 
They are transmitted home by this ship and marked M N: 1.2.3. 

70. The gentlernen at Cossimbuzar in a letter under, date the 
22nd April informed us they had at last prevailed with some 
of their merchants to make proposals- of contract for raw silk 
but that they insisted on 8 Rs.- per Seer for the Novemberbund 
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113. On the 18 July Mr. McGuire sent us a letter from the 
Nabob of Cuttack to our President in relation to a demand made 
■on Mr. Kelsal by one Ouselma Bramin there, which he expected 
•an answer to in fifteen days and a failure of satisfaction to the 
bramin, he apprehended, would make Your Honours’ business 
liable to stoppages; ’upon calling on Mr. Kelsal to know the 
reason why he did not satisfie the said bramin, he informed us 
•that the dispute between them had been decided by arbitration 
and an acquittance given by the bramin relinquishing all claim 
whatever on him, which acquittance he then produced before 
■us. 


114. Thereupon we ordered a copy of that acquittance to be 
•sent to Mr. McGuire and directed him to shew it to the Nabob 
of Cuttack, by which he would see how unreasonable the claim 
made by the bramin was, and ordered him at the same time to 
•enquire who the arbitrators were that decided this dispute as 
Mr. Kelsal cannot recollect their, names, it being settled while 
he was in Calcutta. 

115. In answer to these directions he informed us. on the 14 
■October that he had made all the enquiry he could to find out 
who were the arbitrators of this dispute but could not hear of 
any, on contrary that there never was an arbitration but the 
■acquittance Mr. Kelsal has produced extorted by force during 
fhe bramin’s confinement. He likewise sent us a letter from the 
Phousdar Mier Abderine, by which we might perceive how 
Accessary it would be to make a speedy conclusion of this afiOair, 
as the Nabob of Cuttack threatened to stop their business in 
•case it was not very soon accommodated. 

116. Hereupon we have sent a copy of this acquittance to the 
gentlemen at Cossimbuzar and directed them to apply to the old 
Nabob for an order to the Nabob at Cuttack to. make an equit- 
able accommodation of this affair and not interrupt our business 
upon so trifling apretence. We have like with ordered Mr. 
Summer at Dacca to inform us who the arbitrators were that 
settled the accounts between Mr, Kelsal and the bramin, as. he 
was at Ballasore at the time. . 

117. The gentlemen at Cossimbuzar having been pretty, strict 
in the sorting their silk they wrote us on the 23rd February that 
their merchants proposed complaining to the Durbar, though 
they had offered then the silk back again upon their payment 
■of the dadney advanced with the penalty, and on the 1st March 
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come in, they replied the line had been long since all bought up, 
I’or which reason they should liot be able to procure any more 
fine enough to produce the Guzzerat silk without allowing a 
considerable advance in the price nor would it then wind ol9 
to the quality of that whereof they had sent us samples for our' 
inspection and even the Novemberbund silk would be both 
considerable dearer and inferior in quality to what v/e might 
have procured early in the season. 

74. As we had disapproved of their accepting musters not so 
fine as usual for contracting on, they informed us their not 
objecting to those mustere was owing to what we wrote them 
under date the 12th November, and by our not replying to their 
letter of the 19th of that month they judged we did not approve 
of the long continued practice of contracting on musters so very 
fine that no quantity could be procured of near the quality and 
they could not be of opinion themselves that it was any way 
necessai'y to the keeping up the quality of the silk that they 
should contract on musters which cannot nearly be equalled by 
any quantity though produced from the very best putney to be 
procured in the country and wound off with the greatest care 
and circumspection, that they judged the musters they had sent 
us was sufficient to prevent a debasement of the silk, as no finer 
could at that lime be procured and that they supposed the 
merchants would pay some regard to those musters whereas 
those in former years were never in the least adhered to as being 
by far superiour to any silks they could possibly deliver. 

75. Upon the receipt of that letter we immediately wrote them 
that they had been too hasty in excusing their merchants from 
contracting this season for silk without having tried to reduce 
them somewhat in the price, as we still preferred that method 
of making their investment to risquing the Company's money 
abroad. We likewise observed to them that we had wrote them 
BO early as the 11th January to procure and send us down 
musters of Novemberbund silk, a few days after which we sent 
them 2 laak of rupees that the investments might be begun 
early, that on the 11 February we had pressed them to send us 
musters of the Guzzerat and recommended their making their 
contracts so that the silk might be brought into their factory by 
the month of July, instead of which we had received no' samples 
till 26th April, by which proceeding they have had a large 
ballance in their treasury unemployed' and their contracts had 
been greatly delayed; on this account we directed them to lose 
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with his demand rather than risque an interruption to our 
business at this season of the year but we have directed them 
to reduce the sum as low as possible. Of which step we hope 
Your Honours will approve and you may rely upon it, should 
there be any persons who purchase sugar this season, we shall 
take care to reimburse your estate. 

124. No person has hitherto appeared to prosecute in behalf 
of Mr. Humphrey Cole deceased so that the affair of Deepchnnd’s 
■deposite remains in the state it did the last time we advised 
Your Honours thereof. 

Fifthly, of building and revenues. 

125. Mr. Holwell on the 1st April delivered into the Board 
an English register of the measurements of the ground, to which 
day’s Consultation we beg leave to refer Your Honours for his 
remarks thereon. 

126. The Catwall prison'* being represented to us by Mr. 
Holwell as very unwholesome from the lowness of its floor and 
that it was too small for the number of prisoners confined 
therein, we gave him leave to raise the floor and enlarge the 
room, which has been accordingly done and Your Honours’ 
revenues debted for the amount. 

127. On the 8th August Mr. Holwell in a letter to the Board 
informed us he had been at some pains to prevail upon the 
proprietors of a spot of ground called Similia to rent it to Your 
Honours for the sum of C.Rs. 2281, which he requested our per- 
mission to take on your account as its situation (being as it were 
part of Calcutta itself) had many advantages and its revenues 
yielded, in its present management, more than the sum we 
should pay and he did not doubt would produce considerably 
more when in our hands. We have accordingly given him leave 
to take possession, but as there are some contested claims to the 
ground, we have not as yet been able to settle it, but when we 
•do, we shall duly advise Your Honours. 

128. Some part of the market at Govindpoor being carried 
•away by the encroachment of the river, we permitted Mr. 
Holwell to purchase a further spot for that use. • 

, 129. Mr. William Frankland, Collector of the Consulage, 
representing to us on the 26 September that several Armenians 
residing in Calcutta refuse paying the consulage on many goods 
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the weavers pultum for the whole of Your Honours’ former 
orders. Upon the receipt of this year’s list they observed to us 
that 150 bales of the 3 first letters of CommercoUy silk and 50' 
bales of the two first letters of the yellow Rungipoor silk were 
•ordered as formerly but as we had directed them in our letter 
of the 22nd April 1752 to provide only a bale of each sort on 
account of the quality and price, and those sortments continuing 
as dear as ever, they desired to know whether they were to 
provide that quantity or wait till they knew if those musters 
were approved of. 

80. On taking that matter into consideration we find those 
bales had been laden on the Oxford, as they did not airive in 
Calcutta till the 19 February 1753, and as that ship was not 
imported when Your Honours’ advices of the 23rd January 1754 
were closed, we imagined we might in all probability be 
acquainted by the Anson with your sentiments thereon, till w'hen 
we directed the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar to desist purchasing 
any CommercoUy or Rungipoor silk. 

81. The merchants at Cossimbuzar having declined the con- 
tract for Guzzerat silk, and as we imagined some might be 
procured if money were sent early in the season to the aurimgs, 
we permitted them to risque a sum of money for that purpose 
and recommended it to them to get it wound off and sent down 
before the dispatch of the last ship this season. 

82. We have now given Your Honours a full account of what 
has passed in relation to your investment at Cossimbuzar and 
are only to inform we have amply supplied them with treasure 
at different times to perform their contr®ts amounting in the 
whole to C.Rs. 766680-0-0 which has safely arrived there. The 
several consignments of goods received from them we beg leave 
to be referred to the course of our Consultations for and shall 
now proceed to particularize the occurrences of the rest of our 
•subordinates in their proper order in relation to their respective 
•investments. 

83. The investments from Dacca not having met our appro- 
bation for these two years past and the gentlemen at that 
factory seeming to think our censures thereon were without 
foundation, we sent them on the 23rd April some musters of 
goods provided by our gomastahs of the same fabrick with those 
we receive from Dacca, which we directed them to compare, arid 
be themselves judges if we had not .great reason to complain 
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the most solemn oath his cast would admit of to lay before us 
the true and original account of the farms held by him and the 
duties collected thereon, as well as to declare how many years 
and what those years were he held them, particularly the gunge, 
the salt farm, the great buzar, Sooter Nutty hant, Subor buzar 
and its dependants, and the vermillion farm. 

133. Upon taking this letter of Mr. Holwell’s into considera- 
tion we sent for Govindrain Metro and directed him to give in 
the whole account of farms he had ever held, to which replied 
he had already given in the whole account of farms held by him, 
those of the salt and vermillion farms being already given to 
the Committee of Enquiry to which he refers. We then demand- 
ed the original Beng[ali] accounts of those farms, to which he 
answered though he had no other original accounts than what 
were extracts from his gomastahs and which he had methodized 
the accounts current etc., he had given in their copies the other 
day with a state of their profit and loss. Upon this we asked him 
if he would swear that the accounts current he had delivered in 
of the farms held by him were true authentick accounts of all 
the profits he had made thereon and that he never held any other 
farms or buzars than those, which he has not yet given us any 
answer to. 

Sixthly, of factors, writers, military officers and their accounts. 

134. As Your Honours have directed a salary should be- 
allowed the officers made in consequence of the late new 
charter, we agreed to give the Sub Accomptant and Accomptant 
Generals 250 S.Rs. each per annum, which we hope will not be 
disapproved of, as the allowance is as moderate as we could, 
well make it for their trouble. We have likewise consented the 
Register of the Mayor's Court should have the same salary, upon 
his representing to us that the new regulations of making 
deposits in Your Honours’ treasury has occasioned much trouble- 
and writing to his post. 

135. The promotions in the military this season are as follows- 
Mr. James Markham made a lieutenant on 18 March 
Mr. William Scott made a quarter master on the 3rd June 
Mr. Granger Muir made a lieutenant on the 18 July. 

136. We have appointed Mr. Sykes’ an assistant at Cossim- 
buzar, Mr. Harry Smyth at Jugdea, Mr. ' John Johnstone at 
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cloth that was inferiour in fabrick, be the price ever so consi* 
-dorably reduced. 

87. When we transmitted the list of investment to Dacca 
extracted from that received per Essex and Ilchester, we directed 
the gentlemen there to let us know what money they should be 
in want of to compleat their, investment, to which they replied 
they were in no immediate want of money but as they were in 
hope to be able to procure considerable quantities of ready 
money cloth as soon as the rains were over and thought it would 
be for Your Honours’ interest to give out puttim in November 
for the ensuing season, they desired we would send them two 
laak of rupees and ten chests of bullion. We. have in conse- 
•quence of that request sent them 17, chests of A.Rs. and 10 chests 
of bullion by different conveyances and permitted them to 
risque down 60000 Rs. of cloth on every good sloop that should 
be coming from thence in the favourable monsoon, as they 
looked upon it a safer and cheaper way than forwarding their 
goods by boats. 

88. On the 14th October we received a letter from the gentle- 
men at Dacca dated the 6th of that month, wherein they 
acquainted they have received information from Mr. Hjmdman 
at Chaundpoor that upon sending a gomastah to the dimity 
aurung for the purchase of that article for Your Honours’ use, 
he found the price of that specie of cloth greatly enhanced by 
Mr. Eyre’s employing a person at the same place for the pur- 
chase of dimmitties; which would be of great prejudice to the 
Company’s provision if continued and therefore they requested 
our orders for that gentleman to desist, which we accordingly 
gave as the article of dimities was not inserted in the Jugdea • 
investment. 

89. We have supplied that factory for carrying on their 
investment and their charges since the dispatch of the Falmouth 
with C.Rs. 224253-9-0, with which we doubt not they will be . 
.able to make a considerable as well as good investment as those . 
supplies were forwarded in time. 

90. When we ordered Messrs. B’aillie and Playdell to Calcutta 
and sent Mr. Edward Eyre to take charge of Your Honours’ 
•effects at Jugdea and make your investment there in the absence 
of those gentlemen, we directed him to enform us of the pro- 
perest methods to purchase Your Honours’ goods at that factory; 
•jupon his arrival there he accordingly advised us that he had' 
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(another part of their charge against him) have been rather lesb. 
than those of other Chiefs, though his investment was ihcreaseii 
from 50000 Rs., per annum to near two laak, we could not esteem- 
unreasonable, especially as Mr. feaillie took’ a solemn bath before 
us that the money charged Your Honours on that head more 
than his publick allowances was to the best of his knowledge 
(and as he is in his conscience convinced) laid out in expences- 
resulting from hi's. office as Chief of that factory. The several’ 
other parts of their charge likewise were far from being siife- 
fciently supported, particularly that of picking the cloth, which 
we look upon to be a very malicious and groundless accusatiohj. 
as it appeared by the testimbhies produced by Mr.' BaUlie that 
what cloth he had at ariy time sent down wifh Ybur Honours’ 
mark was not at aill superior in quality to his private goods, but 
sold in Calcutta for the same pr[ice] as the Company’s goods of' 
the same sbirtment are invoiced at, though there was aii advance- 
of 20 per cent allowed him and' th'at they were sometimes reject- 
ed even at that rate. 

141. We hope Your HonbUrs will approve of bur conduct 
through the course of this enquiry and of our having perinitted. 
Messrs. Baillie and Playdell to return to their station at Jugdea,. 
as we have not found a sufficieiit; cause to deprive them of the* 
benefit of either your service or their offices. 



142. 

in- oiir examination’ of Messrs. Baillie’s charges at Jugdea that it 
was a common practice at all bur subbrdiflat£es] to pass maiiy 
espences under heads to 'which they do hot properly belong and- 
disguise the real .allowance of Chibfs and others iri station^ 
though but reasonable and necessary, we determihfed to prevent, 
this manner of proceeding in future and directed bur sefvapts. 
at each respective factory to specific in the plainest manner- 
and under their real heads iri their accounts all disbursemehi^, 
allbwaiices and ’charges -whatever foi* our inspectibri and appror- 
batibri, bur meaning iii these orders being . to, prevent ’th,?' 
method of disguising sum advanced the Chiefs anp others, [in] 
station, which, if necessary, iye are bf bpinibri ought tp be fairly* 
charged and, if ’ unnecessary arid exprbitfaht], should. not be- 
ailqwed, -which we flatter bursel-ves -we shall haye Your Honours’ 


concurrence m. 


143. The several writers Your Honours this season, sent us"? 
have arrived and, upon being asked ho-w they -were treated by 
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93. As the prizings he had sent of the private cloth by him. 
purchased wei’e greatly advantageous to Your Honoure, we- 
directed him on the 27th May to continue providing his invest- 
ment in the best manner he could and to decrease the expences- 
as much as possible. The goods sent us last year by Mr, Bailie 
from Luckypore being much approved of by us, we directed him 
likewise to send a person to that place to procure as many of 
those sortments of goods as he could on reasonable terms. 
Agreable to which order he informed us on the 1st July he had' 
engaged for some fine hummums and baftaes Jugdea at that, 
place at very reasonable rates. 

94. In that letter he acquainted us he had received from the- 
Jugdea delols cloth to the amount of 40000 Rs. at 6 per cent 
less than the prices formerly aUowed. them, .since when they- 
had agreed to anotner reduction which' he enclosed with a list 
of the rates they acknowledged those goods were purchased at. 
the aurungs, wherein he had allowed them an advance that will 
always keep them from loosing and by which they will have- 
such a gain as will induce them to keep up the quality. He- 
observed that though the Jugdea baftaes were reduced no- 
further than to 51-8 per Co. [corge?], yet that sortment was 
greatly improved and the rest considerably lowered, and! 
requested a supply of treasure, as what he had there at that 
time would be invested very speedily and he could send us this- 
season a much larger and better investment than we had- 
received from that place these many years. 

95. The gentlemen at Madrass having indented for 4400 pieces 
of baftaes Jugdea we directed Mr. Eyres to provide that quan- 
tity, exclusive of what was ordered in the list of investment 
which we transmitted him upon the receipt of Your Honours’ 
commzmds per Essex and Ilchester. 

96. Your Honours having in this year’s list of investment; 
directed the brown baftaes for Madrass should be 28 cobits long,. 
Mr. Eyre on the 16th September informed us that before the- 
receipt of that list he had provided those baftaes of 24 cobits as 
usual and therefore he should not be able to procure above 500- 
pieces this season of 28 covids. 

97. Upon the receipt of Mr. Eyre’s list of the pieces the delolls 
acknowledged they purchased their goods at the aurungs and' 
the advance he had agreed to allow them, we wrote him that 
we thought the allowance was by much too extravigant and! 
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147. Finding the fees on law suit in the court of appeal and 
to His Majesty in Council very exorbitant we have this year 
reduced them to the same standard as those allowed by Mayor’s 
Court to the attorneys and their clerks. This has deprived our 
Secretary of so material a perquisite annexed to his post that 
we have been induced to give up the pass money usually received 
by Your Honours amounting to 250 Rs. per month upon a 
medium. But as this is a very small recompence for the close 
attention his post requires, we beg leave once more to offer it 
to your consideration to make the person, who has the charge of 
that office, a suitable allowance for his care and trouble, as it is 
not possible for him to mind his private affairs without neglect- 
ing your business. 


Seventhly, touching accompts. 

148. We have made our Sub-Accomptant acquainted with 
your remarks on the books and papers of his office, who has 
promised to be more carefull in future and in this ship’s packet 
Your Honours will receive his address to us on that subject. 

149. The general books of this Presidency being but just 
balanced we shall not be able to forward their copies till our 
next conveyances, which will, we hope, arrive in time to, 
prevent any disappointments. 

150. The error in the Winchelsea’s invoice and bill of ladffig 
we took proper notice of in our last year’s advices and have 
brought it to credit in our books. 

151. In this packet Your Honours will receive the slate of 
our Presidency made up to the 7th instant with running ca.sh 
and treasury accompts and every other material paper of each 
respective office and may depend on our forwarding them by the 
earliest conveyances in future. 

152. As we gave our Accomptant .leave .to alter, the method 

of particularizing the prizings in. our joumalls and our. present 
manner of providing the investment, easing our books of a 
number of heads, they are reduced to a very moderate size, for 
which reason we have not put .in practice Your Honours’. direc-' 
tipn of framing a new pair of books under the denomination of 
a callicoe journal and leidger. . - 
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weavers for the whole of the sannoes investment which amount- 
ed to 30000 Rs, and that he was extreamly concerned to find the 
Olmorrah goods did not meet our approbation, but the country 
round about having been infested with Marattoes the last year 
prevented him from inspecting into the manufactures there in 
person agreable to his intentions, which he purposed to do this 
season as the Marrattoes had left the province, and should set 
out for that aurung the next day where he should wait our 
■orders whether he might contract for the chucklaes, tepoys, 
piniascoes, and ginghams upon last year’s musters and as he had 
no musters of nillaes or charconnahs ordered by Your Honours, 
be requested we would send them with our particular directions. 

103. The above musters of nillaes and charconnahs wo sent 
him on the 15 April and directed him to let us know what terms 
he could procure them on and get the other sortments of 
Olmorrah goods better manufactured this season '.than they 
were the last. 


104. Mr. McGuire on the 24 April informed us of his having 
set out for Olmorrah where he had made the following contracts 
to be approved of or rejected by us: 


A.RS 

2000 pieces of chuclaes 
700 pieces of tepoys 
350 pieces of do 
200 pieces of charconnahs 
1000 pieces of piniascoes 
600 pieces of ginghams 
700 pieces of nillaes 
350 pieces of do buno 
700 pieces of do turo 

the whole amount to be delivered in the month of December 
agreeable to the musters he then sent us, on inspecting which 
we must observe that the buno nillaes are to be of the same 
goodness as the nillaes and will be enhanced 8 annas per piece 
for the colour. 


50 and 2 at 9" 12 per piece 
28 and ij @ 8" 

14 and @ 4" 

35 and r| @ 3" 

26 and 2 @ 4" 12 
26 and 2 @ 4" 

20 and 2 @ 4" 12 
20 and 2 @ 5" 4 
20 and 2 @ 3" ' 


105. Upon the receipt of these musters we compared them 
with those in our cottah and directed hini to amend the quality 
of the chucklaeis and charconnahs, if possible, which were but" 
indifferent, that the price for colouring the buno nillaes was so 
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147. Finding the Icc.s on Inw suit in the court of appenl .and 
to His ^hajesty it\ Council very exorbitant we have this year 
reduced them to the s.aine standai'd as those allowed by lilayor's 
Co\irt to the attorneys and their clerks. This has deprived our 
Secivt.ary of so inateri.al a perqin.sito annexed to his po.st that 
wo have been induced to pive up the pass money \isually I'eceived 
by Your Honours amounting to 2.'i0 Rs. per month upon ,a 
medium. But as this is a very small recompcnco for the close 
attention his post requires, we beg leave once mort' to otTer it 
to your consideration to make the i>emon, who has the charge of 
that otliee, a suitable allowance for his caiv and trouble, as it is 
not possible for him to mind his private atTairs without neglect- 
ing your business. 


SctH'uthlp. foueljinp ncconipt.f. 

148, Wo have made our SulvAccomptanl acquainted with 
your mnarks on the books and papem of Ids onice, who has 
promised to be more carcfull in future and in this .ship’s packet 
Your Honours will x'oeeive his address to us on that subject, 

149, The general books of this Prc.sidency being but just 
balanced we shall not. be able to forward their copies till our 
ixext conveyances, which will, we hope, arrive in lime to 
prevent any disappointnxents. 

150, The en'or in the Winchelsea’s invoice and bill of lading 
W'c took px'oper notice of in our last year's advice.s and have 
brought it to cx'edlt in our books, 

151, In this packet Your Honours will receive the state of 
our Pi-esidcncy made up to the 7lh instant with running cash 
and treasiu'y accompts axxd every other material paper of each 
respective ofllce and may depend on our forwarding them by the 
earliest conveyances in future. 

152, As we gave our Accompt.wl leave to alter the method 
of particularir.ing the prixitigs in our jonnialls and onr present 
manner of px'pviding the investment., easing onr books of a 
number of heads, they ax'e reduced to a very moderate sire, for 
which x'cason we have not put, in practice Y'our Honoxxi's’. direc- 
tion of framing a new pair of books under the denoniinnliou of 
a callicoo journal and loidgcr. 
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Fourthly, of the trade of India. 

110. The Jugdea delols in their complaint against Messrs, 
Baillie and Playdell having alledged the removal to Liickypore 
would be far from advantageous to Your Honours, Jugdea being 
the properest place to make the purchases for your investment, 
and Mr. Baillie having made the charge of that removal amount 
to a much larger sum than we expected, we directed Mr. Eyre, 
upon his setting out for that place, to examine into the situation 
of both these factorys and give us his opinion which was the 
most commodious for your trade. This he did soon after his 
arrival in a letter of the 25 March when he informed us that 
Jugdea in his opinion was greatly preferable to Luckipoor for 
carrying on your investment, as it lay in the heart of the cloth 
aurungs which, should we once relinquish, the French and other 
foreigners would immediately take the advantage, that the only 
inconvenience of Jugdea was its river which for many months 
of the year is unsafe and too hazardous to risque the Companies 
goods down by that way, he therefore advised the keeping of 
both places and transporting the cloth overland to Luckipoor to 
be forwarded hither from thence. 

111. Mr. Baillie being then in Calcutta we gave him a copy 
of that letter and directed him to reply thereto fully and shew 
us what grounds he had to request a removal to Luckipoor, 
which he did the 15 April and therein he pointed out the many 
advantages the situation of the last woixld have in preference to. 
Jugdea, among which that of providing the investment without 
the intervention of the delolls and by that means buying the 
cloth at their real prices from the weavers was the most 
material; upon the whole we esteemed Luckypoor the more 
convenient place if what Mr. Baillie affirmed was true and there- 
fore directed Mr. Eyre to effect the removal as soon as possible, 
if he had no objections to the assertions contained in Mr, 
Baillie’s letter, copy of which we sent him for his perusal. 

112. As we are still perswaded that Luckipoor will be a 
properer place for the residence of our Chief and Your Honours*^ 
effocls, as well as more convenient than Jugdea in respect to 
the provision of the investment at that factory and forwarding 
their goods to Calcutta at all times of the year, we permitted 
Messrs. Baillie and Playdell, when they returned, to compleat 
the works at that place and remove there as soon as possible. 
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nine pice (675-8r9) payable to Messrs. 
La Gier La Motfe & Company @ 1^/3 
is 

On the 21st ditto to Capt. Robert Veitch 
for C.Rs. eighteen thousand nine 
hundred and eighty one (18981) pay- 
able to Captain Pinson ifeonham @ 
2/3 is ' 

On do to ditto for C.Rs. one thousand two 
hundred and seventy five, seven 
annaes and nine pice (1275-7-9) pay- 
able to Mr. Lorenzo Cpllins @ 2/3 
is 

On the 25 ditto to Messrs. George Gray 
and William Parker for C.Rs. six 
thousand two hundred and sixty five 
and six pice (6265-0-6) payable to 
Messrs. Gostlin and Bennet @ 2/3 is 

On ditto to Mr. Bartholomew Plaisted 
account Captain John Ranson for 
C.Rs. seven thousand nine hundred 
and fifty nine, one annae (7959-1-0) 
payable to Captain Johnathan Ranson 
@ 2/3 is 

On ditto to the Hon’ble Roger Drake 
Junr. Esqr. account Captain Paul 
Philip Polier for C.Rs. three hundred 
and .fifty five, nine annaes (355-9-0)' 
payable to Mr. James Tessier @ 2/3 
is 

On ditto to ditto and John Zephaniah 
Holweli F,sqr. account Mrs. Elisabeth 
Cockle for C.Rs. two’ thousand five 
hundred and three, five annaes and 
six pice (2503-5-6) payable to Messrs. 
James Adatfi's and' Edmuiid Lardner 
2/3 is 


£76c0-0 


£213.5-7-3 


£143-9-10 


£704-16-4 


£895-7-10 


£40-0-0 


£281-12-6 
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they wrote us they were informed the merchants were assembled 
at Suncully close to Muxadavad, and were framing a petition. 
against them to deliver to the Nabob on his arrival at the city. 

118. On the 8th of that month we wrote them that we thought 
their merchants were proceeding in a very extraordinary 
manner, which we directed them to prevent if possible by 
letting them know they must expect to forfeit Your Honours’ 
protection and employ, should they carry the affair to such a. 
length. 

119. The gentlemen there having desired our permission for 
Mr. Watts his going to the Durbar in person to finish the dispute, 
should the merchants carry it to that length as to present their- 
complaint to the Nabob, we did not approve of mat expedient 
as it would be attended with a great expen [ce] and as we were- 
of opinion flie Durbar would never give ear to a complaint of 
so absurd a nature. 

120. After some time spent in this dispu[te] at Cossimbuzar 
the gentlemen there wrote us on the 10 April they had prevailed, 
with most of their merchants to drop their complaint and come- 
to their factory. 

121. Kissendeb being dead we have directed the gentlemen, 
at Cossimbuzar to entertain Madurylol® (a former vacquel to 
that factory) in his stead, he being a person who bears a good 
character and who had served Your Honours with great integrity" 
while he was in your employ. 

122. Your Honours’ paragraph relating to Hookumbeg’s 
demand, account the purchasers of sugar, was duly transmitted 
to the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar who promised to avoid paying 
it if they could, but in some of their subsequent letters they 
having wrote us that Hookumbeg was very pressing for the 
money, account the purchasers of sugar, and that it was their 
vacquel’s opinion he would insist upon the money as it had been 
always paid him and his predecessours hitherto, they assured us 
likewise that they had used their utmost endeavours to avoid 
complying with this demand, by urging we had provided no 
sugar this season but that it was without effect, Hookurabeg’s 
reply being we might have provided if we would. 

123. As Mr. Watts and his Council seemed apprehensive a 
stop would be put to Your Honours’ business, if Hookumbeg 
was not satisfied in this affaff, we have permitted them to comply 
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On ditto to Mr. Charles Smith for C.Rs. 
nine hundred and six, six annaes 
and nine pice (906-6-9) payable to 
Messrs. Holhvell and Webber @ 2/3 
IS ' £101-19-5- 

On ditto to Captain John Mackmath for 
C.Rs. one thousand seven hundreo 
and seventy seven, twelve annaes and 
six pice (1777-12-6) payable to Captain 
John Mackmath Senr. @ 2/3 is £200-0-0 

On ditto to Mrs. Jane Douglass for 
. C.Rs. one thousand (1000) payable to 
Messrs. Hugh Watson and Samuel 
Bennet Smith @ 2/3 is £112-10-0’ 


On ditto to Capt. Johnathan Hanson for , , - . 

C.Rs. fifty four thousand five hundred ’ ‘ 

and twenty one, eleven annaes and 

six pice (54521-11-6) payable to 

William Davis Esqr. and Capt. Thomas 

HiU ® 2/3 is £6133-13-10- 

^ • 

On the 3 ditto to the Revd. Robert 
Mapletoft for C.Rs. three thousand 
three hundred and twenty six (3326) 
payable to Mrs. Mary Bodley @2/3 
is £374-3-fr 

On ditto to Mr. William Parker . for 

C.Rs. one thousand three hundred and . 

thirty three, five annaes, and three - ■ ’ » 

pice (1333-5-3) payable to Messrs. 

Humphry Cotes, and John Browne " 

@ 2/3 is £150-0-0- 

' 1 


On ditto to Mr. William Fullerton for ’ ’ 

. C.Rs. one thousand three hundred and " •' 

eighty eight, nine annaes and three 
pice (1388-9-3) payable to William- ' ' ' v,' 

Barwell Esqr. @ 2/3 is • ' • ' ’ ’ £156-4-4 , 

On ditto to ditto for C.Rs. nine thousand , 

(9000) payable to- Messrs. Gostlin and’ ’ 

Bennet @ 2/3 is ' ' £1612-10-2(>' 
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by them exported from hence, on pretence of their belonging to 
persons up the country, for whom they only act as agents, and 
the goods having paid the King’s customs before their coming 
■down, we directed him to levy the duty of consulage on all 
goods which were the property of those Armenians residing 
in Calcutta, and, in case there was any suspicion of their 
endeavouring to evade the payment of this duty on their own 
property by passing them as goods belonging to people up the 
countiy, that they be put to their oaths. 

130. We have already advised Your Honours that we had 
determined to keep the gunge in our own hands for the remain- 
ing six months of the cutcherry year and we have been induced 
to continue it on the same footing for the year to come, from 
a statement laid before us by Mr. Holwell (when we were about 
selling Your Honours’ farms and bazars at outcry as visual), 
wherein it appears there has been collected at ^e gunge the 
last year C.Rs. 37684-12-6, though the duty on grain had been so 
considerably reduced, a sum far exceeding what Your Honours 
would have received, had the gunge been farmed, even though 
the duties on imports of grain had been left unaltered. 

131. The gentlemen at Cossimbuzar informing us some time 
in October that great part of their factory was damaged 
by the rains, that without immediate repairs they would fall, 
we directed them to send us an estimate of what expenc[es] 
such repairs would amount to, which they have since informed 
us would be -30000 D.M.Rupees, the north west of their factory 
being so shattered that unless it was thoroughly repaired it 
would endanger the whole. We shall therefore order Mr. Wells 
to that factory to survey the condition of it and shall take care 
it be effected on as reasonable terms as possible. 

I3i. We informed Your Honours that on the receipt of your 
commands per Yoi'k we ordered Govindram Metre to state an 
account of all the farms he ever held and lay an account of the 
profits before us. This he complied with on the 14 November 
and accompanied the accounts, he then delivered, with a letter 
explaining the occasion of his purchasing and method of manag- 
ing them. To this letter and accounts we beg leave to refer 
Your Honours for the particulars of what he had urged in his 
own vindication but as Mr. Holwell did not esteem these 
accounts as sufficient and authentick, he addressed us on the 25 
ultimo thereupon and moved that Metre might be obliged by 
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annaes and six picc (1777-12-6) pay- 
able to Thos. Monninfjham Esqr. (Hj 
2/3 is 

On ditto to ditto by order of George 
Stratton of Madrafss] for C.Rs. eight 
hundred and twenty four, twelve 
annaes and three pice (824-12-3) pay- 
able to Captain Robert Baillie or 
order account Mrs. Elisabeth Stratton 
of Bristol @ 2/3 is 

On ditto to ditto account Levy and Reuben 
Solomons for C.Rs. four thousand five 
hundred and three, two annaes 
(4503-2-0) payable to Messrs. Levy 
and Reuben Solomon[s] @ 2/3 is 

On ditto to ditto account Nicholas Clcrem- 
bault for C.Rs. three thousand (3000) 
payable to Mr. Anthony Clerembault 
@ 2/3 is 

On ditto to ditto account Luke Scrafton 
for C.Rs. eight hundred and eighty 
eight, fourteen annaes and three pice 
(888-14-3) payable to Mr. Toby 
Chauncy @ 2/3 is 

On ditto to ditto account Rebecca Casa- 
major for C.Rs. two thousand five 
hundred and eighty one, fourteen 
annaes and six pice (2581-14-6) pay- 
able to Mrs. Rebecca Casamajor @ 
2/3 is 

On ditto to ditto account Charles Hamp- 
ton for C.Rs. one thousand two hun- 
dred and six, twelve annaes and three 
pice (1206-1^3) payable to Stephen 
Law Esqr. and Mr! Charles Ham]^ 
ton @ 2/3 Is 

On ditto to ditto account Charles Floyer 
Esqr. for C.Rs. one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty one, eight annaes' 
and six pice (-1781-8-6) payable to’ 
Charles Floyer Esqr. @ 2/3 is 


£ 200 - 0-0 


£92-15-9 


£500-12-0 


£337-10-0 


£ 100 - 0-0 


£290-9-3 


£185-15-3 


£ 200 - 8-6 
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J)acca and Mr. Chas. English at Ballasore at the request of each 
respective factory. 

137. Upon the demise of Colonel Scott, Captain Jasper Leigh 
Jones requested leave to contract with us £forj. gun powder 
•on the same terms we agreed to with him, soon after which 
Captain Minchin made us the same request, as he looked upon 
.himself as the properest person to manufacture that article as 
•"Commander in Chief of the garrison. Hereupon we ordered our 
Secretary to advertise that we would accept proposals from any 
person or persons whatsoever for contracting with us for gun 
powder. On the 24 June both the above mentioned gentlemen 
-addressed us on this head. For our proceedings herein we beg 
leave to be referred to our Consultations of that day and 11' 
July, when we determined not to contract for that article at that 
"time, as we had a large ballance in our magazine and were un- 
certain if the gentlemen at the Coast would want any supplys 
from hence. 

138. On the 7 October we were advised of the death of Mr. 
John Stackhouse at Ballasore of an abscess in his lungs. 

139. Upon Mr. John Law’s becoming a factor we appointed 
him of Council at Cossimbuzar. 

140. It will here be proper to acquaint Your Honours that 
we have at last gone through our enquiry into the information 
’Ot the Jugdea delolls against Messrs. Baillie and Playdell, in 
which we have taken the utmost pains to trace out if Your 
Honours have been any way defrauded by those gentlemen. ' To 
give a detail of our proceedings on the affair would swell oiir 
letter to an imnecessary length, as we have entered, them in 
•separate book for your inspection, which we transmit by this 
ship and beg leave to be referred thereto. Upon the whole we 
could not find these gentlemen had acted so as to forfeit a depri- 
vation of their office but as Mr. Baillie had received an acknow- 
ledgement from the delols of per cent on Your Honours’ 
investment for his patronizing and protecting them at the 
Hurbar, and settling their private disputes (a practice we could 
•not give a sanction to, though it was a yoluntaiy allowance), 
we ordered him to repay that charge amounting to D.M.Rs. 18000 
into your treasury and have brought it to the credit of the debt 
-due from the delolls to the Hon’ble Company. This is the only 
sum of money we could find any just pretence to make Mr. 
BaiUie repay. The expences at the factory during his Chiefshy) 

a25 DofA— 53 
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thirty, one annae and six pice 
(4930-1-6) payable to Edward Eyles 
Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On ditto to Archibald Campbell for C.Es. 
five thousand three hundred and 
thirty three, five annaes and three 
pice (5333-5-3) payable to Mr. Daniel 
Campbell @ 2/3 is 

On ditto to Messrs. Manningham and 
Frankland accoimt Solomon Franco of 
Madrass for C.Rs. nine thousand 
seven hundred and eighty three, two 
annaes (9783-2-0) payable to Mr. 
Moses Mendez da Costa @ 2/3 is 

On ditto to ditto account William Davis 
Esqr. for C.Rs. eleven thousand five 
himdred and thirteen, five annaes 
and six pice (11513-5-6) payable to 
William Davis Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On ditto to ditto account Adam Dawson 
Esqr. for C.Rs. seventeen thousand 
two hxmdred and seventy seven, 
four annaes and three pice (17277-4-3) 
payable to Adam Dawson Esqr. @ 
2/3 is 

On ditto to ditto account Henry John 
Palmer infant for C.Rs, eight thou- 
sand six hundred and fifteen, four- 
teen annaes and six pice (8615-14-6) 
payable to Stephen Law Esqr. . 
account Henry John Palmer infant . 
@ 2/3 is 

On ditto to ditto accoimt Joseph Salva-' 
dore for ' C;Rs. one thousand ' eight 
hundred and ninety two,- two annaes 
and nine pice (1892-2-9) payable to 
Joseph Salvadore or order being the 
nett proceeds of 1 box. of .coral beads , 
per Anson Marked GM No.. 5 @ 2/3 
is 


£554-12-8i 


£600-0-0* 


£ 1100 - 12 - 0 ' 


£1295-5-0* 


£1943-13-10- 


£969-5-9- 


£212-17-5^ 
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the respective conunanders they came with, replyed extremely 
well. They have been stationed in the offices mentioned oppo- 
site to their names in the list of servants transmitted in this 
packet and we shall take care -that not only they but all your 
junior servants at this Presidency be kept strictly employed, for 
insist on their assistants attending their business from nine to 
which end we have ordered the heads of our several offices to 
twelve in the forenoon, and in the afternoon and evening when 
occasion requires. 

144. In consequence of Your Honours’ commands contained 
in the 80th paragraph of your letter under date the 23rd Janu- 
ary 1754 we signified to the writers in your service that we 
expected they would conform to those orders and particularly 
lay aside the expence of either chaise, horse or palankeen during 
their writership. Your Honours will observe they addressed 
the Board on the 4th November to be indulged in keeping a 
palankeen for such months of the year as the excessive heat 
and violent rains make it impossible to go on foot without the 
utmost hazard of their healths, which would be subjected to 
many kinds of sickness, were they obliged to disuse their palan- 
keens. We have complied with their requests and indulged 
them in the use of their palankeens for those months, as we are 
very sensible it would endanger many of their lives, were we 
to insist upon your orders being strictly adhered to the year 
ro[und] and we beg leave to recommend this representation of 
theirs to Your Honours’ consideration. 

145. The flowered goods from Dacca this year being upon 
inspection found to be far superiour to any we had received 
from the factory for many years, and as we are informed in 
their letter of the 9 th May Mr. William Suihner, who has the 
charge of the warehouse, has been particularly carefull and 
attentive to this branch, we beg leave to recommend that gentle- 
man to Your Honours’ notice. The cossaes etc., provided at 
Chaundpore prove very good and we doubt not a considerable 
amendment in every specie of cloth at that settlement. 

146. Mr. George Grav. Senior Surgeon at our settlement, has 
requested oiir recommending his son to be entertained in Your 
Honours’ emplqy at this establishment . and as that you[ng] 
gentleman has been regularly bred to writing accompts, French 
and other accomplishments, we hope Your Honours w e 
pleased to acquiesce with his request in • consideration 

long service. 
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On. ditto to J^es Meredith for C.Rs. two 
thousand six hundred and sixtj’' sk, 
ten annaes and nine pice (2666-10-9) 
payable to James Meredith @ 2/3 is £300-&-0’ 


On ditto to Messrs. Drake, Manningham, 
and Hoi well accoimt John Pinson for 
C.Rs. twentj* thousand one hundred 
and twenty seven (20127) payable to 
William Da\ns and Charles WTialey 
Esqr. @ 2/3 is £2264r5-9- 


On ditto to Messrs. Manningham, William 
Prankland and William Macket 
account Eliz. Glover for C.Rs. one 
thousand six hundred and seventy, 
two annaes and six pice (1670-2-6) 
payable to WUliain Darns account of 
Mrs. Elizabeth Glover @ 2/3 is 

On ditto to Messrs. Kelsall and, Amj'att 
for C.Rs. two thousand five hundred 
and seventy eight, nine aimaes ^d 
six pice (2578-9-6) payable to William 
Kempe Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On ditto to kb:. George M^le a.ccqunt klrs. • 
Margery Male for C.Rs. one thousand 
seven hundred and seventj- seven, 
twelve annaes and six pice (1777 t12t 6) 
payable to Messrs. Gerardot arid 
Burges @ 2/3 is 


£187-17-10- 


£290-1-10' 


£ 200 - 0 - 0 - 


155. The whole amounts of bills of exchange is C.Rs. two* 
laak twenty nine thousand and ninety eight, thirteen annaes 
and nine pice (229098-13-9) or £St. twenty four thousand seven- 
hundred and seventy four, fourteen shillings and nine pence 
(24774-14-9). 


156. In obedience to -fee 96 paragraph of your orders of this- 
season dated the 23rd Januarj* 1754 we purpose to endeavour 
a reduction in part of the heavy debts at interest Your Honours= 
are loaded -with at this Presidency. We have accordingly 
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153. The providing our investment by gomastahs at aurungs 
has of course altered the method of journal entrys in that parti- 
cular, and that no mistake or confusion might occm: between 
the books in the export warehouse and the general books, 
Messrs. Manningham and Frankland delivered in a sketch of 
the method to be followed in the entries of those accounts, 
which Your Honours will find copied after our Consultations of 
the 8th August and which we directed the Accomptant to use. 

154. We are now to advise Your Honours of the several sums 
of money for w’hich we have granted bills of exchange by this 
ship at 2/3 each rupee: 


On the 18 November to the Revd. 
Gervas Bellamy for C.Rs. three hun- 
dred and fifty five, eight annaes and 
nine pice (355-8-9) payable to Mr. 
Edwd. Pomfret @ 2/3 is 

On ditto to ditto for C.Rups. eight hun- 
dred and eighty eight, fourteen 
annaes and three pice (888-14-3) pay- 
able to Mr. Thomas Pomfret @ 2/3 
is 

On the 20th ditto to Mr. George Gray 
on his own account for C.Rs. two 
thousand six hundred and fifty eight 
(2658) payable to Mr. Henry Allen 
@ 2/3 is 

On ditto to ditto on do for C.Rs. one 
thousand one hundred and sixty 
seven, five annaes (1167-5-0) payable 
to Mr. John Browne @ 2/3 is 

On ditto to Mr. Chas. Noble on account 
t Capt. Lewis D’llleus for C.Rs. eight 
hundred and eighty eight, fourteen 
annaes, and three pice (888-14-3) 
payable to Messrs. La Gier La Motte 
& Company @ 2/3 is 


£40-0-a 


£ 100 - 0-0 


£299-0-5 


£131-C-5 


£ 100 - 0-0 , 


On ditto to ditto on account Baron 
Vasserott for C.Rupees six hundred 
and seventy five, eight annaes and 
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159. In, consequence of Your Honours’ orders for scrutiniz* 
•ing and regulating the Buxey’s office we beg leave to acquaint 
•that all stores and materials of any consequence are contracted 
-for -by the Board and we have ordered Mr. Pearkes to draw his 
monthly accounts in a plainer manner for the future, which we 
Jbope will give satisfaction. 

160. Mr. Ranson had not our permission to return to England 
till his affair was finished, which we must now advise Your 
.Honours has been given in his favour in the Mayor’s Court, 
'from which decree we appealed it to ourselves that he might 
fhave an opportunity of carrying it before His Majesty to be 
•decided there. 

161. Since writing thus far, have imported here the London, 
.Kent and Colchester, of which we congratulate Your Honours. 
.In consequence of the Colchester’s importing we have stationed 
that ship to be dispatched fully laden from hence in January 
"that there may be no risque of her loosing her passage round 
"the Cape, and have appointed the Elizabeth to proceed to Ben- 
'Coolen with 30 tonns of redwood and 200 tonns of saltpetre to 
take in the surplus pepper there. 


162. The gentlemen at Madrass by these- ships inform us it 
will not be in their power to provide for more than halt 
"the lading of one ship in January, but as they have desired one 
-or two of the ships now sent us may be returned them in Janu- 
ary to be dispatched to Canton and proceed from thence to 
Europe agreeable to Your Honours’ directions, we have agreed 
"to send the Brittania and Kent thither for that purpose and have 
•stationed the London to Surat where we shall likewise send the 
Anson, which ship we shall keep till the arrival of the Egmont 
that we may not be disappointed of having a ship to carry home 
•what goods we shall have in our warehouses after the Winchel- 
-sea and Colchester leave Bengal. 


163.. Mr. McGwire having desired our permission to com«-. 
to Calcutta in oder to vindicate himself from the misrepresen- 
tation Mr. Plaisted had made to Your Honours of his behaviour, 
"arrived here in consequence thereof the beginning of this month 
and in a letter of the 5th acquaints us the depositions taken 
'before us as a bench of justices in relation to that affair were 
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153. The providing our investment by gomastahs at aurungs 
has of course altered the method of journal entrys in that parti- 
cular, and that no mistake or confusion might occur between 
the books in the export warehouse and the general books* 
Messrs. Manningham and Frankland delivered in a sketch of 
the method to be followed in the entries of those accounts,, 
which Your Honours will find copied after our Consultations of 
the 8 th August and which we directed the Accomptant to use. 

154. We are now to advise Your Honours of the several sums 
of money for which we have granted bills of exchange by this 
ship at 2/3 each rupee: 


On the 18 November to the Revd. 
Gervas Bellamy for C.Rs. three hun- 
dred and fifty five, eight annaes and 
nine pice (355-8-9) payable to Mr. 
Edwd. Pomfret @ 2/3 is 

On ditto to ditto for C.Rups. eight him- 
dred and eighty eight, fourteen 
annaes and three pice (888-14-3) pay- 
able to Mr. Thomas Pomfret @ 2/3 
is 

On the 20th ditto to Mr. George Gray 
on his own account for C.Rs. two 
thousand six hundred and fifty eight 
(2658) payable to Mr. Henry Allen 
@ 2/3 is 

On ditto to ditto on do for C.Rs. one 
thousand one hundred and sixty 
seven, five annaes (1167-5-0) payable 
to Mr. John Browne @ 2/3 is 

On ditto to Mr. Chas. Noble on account 
» Capt. Lewis D’llleus for C.Rs. eight 
hundred and eighty eight, fourteen 
annaes, and three pice (888-14-3) 
payable to Messrs. La Gier La Motte 
& Company @ 2/3 is 

On ditto to ditto on account Baron 
Vasserott for C.Rupees six hundred 
and seventy five, eight annaes and 


£40-0-a 


£ 100 - 0-0 


£299-0-0 


£131-C-5 


£1004-0 



85P. . LETTER TO COURT 

May it please Your Honours 

Your faithful! humble servants, 

Roger Drake Junr./E. H. Cruttenden/C. Manningham/j . 
Richd. Becher/Paul Richard Pearkes/W. Ffankland/M. 
Collet/W. Mackett/J. Z. Holwell. 

FortWniiam, 

December 7th, 1754. 

(Public General Letters to Court, Vol. 3, 1753-54, pp, 132-205. 

Paras. 125-28 published in Wilson’s Old Fort William, Vol. II, 
p. 20. Paras. 127, 143, 144 and 146 published in Long’s Selec- 
tions. pp. 52-54.) 
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LETTER DATED 20 DECEMBER 1754 ^ 

'^O the Hon’ble the Court of. Directors for Affairs of the 
Hon’ble the United Company of Merchants of England 
Trading to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours 

Having appointed the Elizabeth, Capt. Edward Wills, to 
proceed to Fort Marlborough for the surplus pepper at that 
settlement, we are now dispatching the ship thither for that 
purpose and have laden 200 tons of saltpetre and 30 tons of red- 
wood on her which, with the quantity of pepper the gentlemen 
there have advised they are likely to have, will about compleat 
her charterparty tonnage. 

In order to expedite her dispatch from that coast and prevent 
the risque of losing her passage round the Cape, we have order- 
ed Capt. Wills to touch at all your settlements in his way to 
Bencodlen and take in what pepper may be laying ready for 
him at any of those places. 

We wish her a safe and speedy passage and are with the 
greatest respect. 


May it please Your Honoars 
Your faithful and most obedient humble servants. 
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On ditto to ditto account . Mr. Robert 
Goodere for C.Rs. one thousand fotir 
hundred and tv/enty . ,two, three 
annaes and six pice (1422-3-6) pay- 
able to Mr. Robert Goodere @ 2/3 
is 

On ditto to ditto account William Barwell 
Esqr. for C.Rs. one thousmd four 
hundred and eighty, thirteen annaes 
^d six pice (1480-13-6) payable to 
William Banvell Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On the 28 ditto to Captain George i^Enchin 
for C.Rs. one thousand one hundred 
(1100) payable to Messrs, Colley and 
Nixon *@ 2/3 is 

On ditto to Mr. Thomas Coales for CJls. 
eight hundred and eighty eight, four- 
teen annaes and three pice payable 
to Roger Drake Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On the 30 ditto to Mr. Charles O’Hara 
for C.Rs. three hundred and fifty five, 
eight annaes and pice [sic] (355-8-9) 
payable to 3klr. John Le Gross @ 2/3 
is 

On ditto to Sir. Richard Court for CUs. 
seven hundred and sixtj’ seven, one 
annae and six pice (767-1-6) payable 
to Slessrs. William Fraser and Henry 
Alarshall @ 2/3 is 

Gn ditto to Sir. John-Afton for CLRs. 
eight hundred and eighty eight, four- 
teen annaes and three pice (88^14-3) 
payable to Sir. Jno. Snodgrass or 
Captain johnathan Ransoh @ 2/3 Is 


839 - 


£160-0-0 


£166-11-11 


£123-15-0 


£ 100 - 0-0 

e 


£40-0-0 


£ 86 - 6-0 


£ 100 - 0-0 


On the 20 December to Captain David 
Robertson for C. Rs. forty four 
thousand four hundred and forty 
' four seven annas and three pice 
(44444-7-3)' payable to Capt. David 
Robertson @ 2/3 is £ OOO-O-O 



852 LETTER TO COURT 

May it please Your . Honours 

Your most faithful! and most obedient humble servants, 

Roger Drake Junr,/E. H. Cruttehden/C. Manningham/ 
Richd. Becher/Paul Richard Pearkes/W. Prankland/; 
M. Collet/W. Mackett/J. Z. Holwell. 

Fort William, ' 

the 22nd December, 1754. 

(Public General Letters to Court, Vol. 3, 1753-54, pp. 208-9.) 
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LETTER DATED 9 JANUARY 1755 

Shipping mutters — death of Copt. Veitch and appointment of 
Thomas Dehuke as commander of the Anson — grant of hills of 
exchange. 

O the -Hon'ble the Court of Directors for Affmrs of the 
Hon'ble United Company of Merchants of Engkihd Trading 
to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours 

1. By the Montfort, Captain Frederick Vincent, we addressed 
Your Honours under date the 7th December copy of which 
letter (under the established heads) as well those per York and 
Elizabeth we now enclose. Mr. John Zephaniah Holwell dis~ 
patched the Montfort from Ingelie on the 12 December when 
she drew 18 feet water upon an even keel. 

2. Since the dispatch of that ship from hence the Egmont, 
C-apt. Thomas Tolson, imported from the Negrais at which place 
the Denham was safely arrived before he came away. 

3. The Elizabeth and York were dispatched from Ingelie by 
Mr. William Billers the 29th ultimo, the former to proceed te 
Fort Marlborough, and the latter to Tellecherry to fill up with 
such surplus pepper as may be laying at those places agreeable 
to what we have already mentioned to Your Honours. To ex- 
pedite the dispatch of those two ships from the respective- 
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On ditto to ditto for C.Hs. three thousand 
(3000) payable to Mr. William Watts 
2/3 is 

On the 4th ditto to Mr. John Browne for 
C.Rs. eleven thousand (11000) payable 
to Mr. John Browne @ 2/3 is 

On ditto to Capt. Frederick Vincent for 
C.Rs. eight thousand six hundred and 
forty (8640) payable to Capt. Frede- 
rick Vincent @ 2/3 is 

On the 4 December to Mr. Charles Noble 
for C.Rs. six hundred and twenty 
two, four annaes (622-4-0) payable to 
Mr. Charles Noble @ 2/3 is 

On the 5 ditto to Charles Manningham 
Esqr. account Captain John Howes 
for C.Rs. eight hundred and eighty 
eight, fourteen annaes and three pice 
(888-14-3) payable to Robert Bird 
Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On ditto to Messrs. Manningham and 
Frankland account Captain George 
Gardner for C.Rs. eight hundred and 
eighty eight, fourteen annaes and 
three pice (888-14r3) payable to Mt. 
John Backholtz @ 2/3 is 

On ditto to ditto accoimt Sarah Hawkins 
for C.Rs. three hundred and fifty 
five, eight annaes and nine pice 
(355-8-9) payable to Mrs. Sarah 
Hawkins @ 2/3 is 

On ditto to ditto account Miss Eleanor 
•Powney for C.Rs. four hundred and 
eighty seven, four annaes and three 
pice (487-^3) payable to Miss Eleanor 
Powney @ 2/3 is 

On ditto to ditto account Mr. Thomas 
Holme for. C.Rs.. one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy seven, twelve 
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£337-10-0 

£1237-10-0^ 

£972-0-0' 

£70-0-0- 

£ 100 - 0 - 0 - 

£ 100 - 0 - 0 - 

£40-0-0- 

£54-16-4 
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On ditto to Mr. William Nixon account 
William Forth for C.Rs. eight hundred 
and eighty eight, fourteen annaes 
(888-14-0) payable to William Fergu- 
son or order @ 2/3 is 

On ditto to ditto account Alexander 
Grant for C.Rs. eight hundred and 
eighty eight, fourteen annaes 
(8S8-14-0) payable to Messrs. George 
and William Cattanack @ 2/3 is 

On ditto to ditto for C.Rs. one thousand 
one hundred twelve, three annaes 
and three pice (1112-3-3) payable to 
Edward Eyles Esqr. and Mr. Crom- 
melin Pigou @ 2/3 is 

On ditto to ditto for C.Rs. two thousand 
five hundred (2500-0-0) payable to Mr. 
Daniel Booth @ 2/3 is 

On ditto to* Mr. James Munro account 
Captain Benjamin Braund for C.Rs. 
one thousand four hundred and forty 
four, eleven annaes and six pice 
(1444rll-6) payable to Captain Benja- 
min Braund @ 2/3 is 

On ditto to Mr. James Valicourt for C.Rs. 
five hundred and forty (540) payable 
to William Barwell Esqr. @2/3 is 

i 

On ditto to Charles Manningham Esqr. 
and William Fullerton for C.Rs. three 
hundred and ninety eight (398) pay- 
able to Captain Thomas Naime @ 
2/3 is 

On do to Messrs. Kelsal and Amyatt for 
C.Rs. one thousand four hundred and 
forty eight, seven annaes and six pice 
(1448-7-6) payable to William Kempe 
Esqr. @ 2/3 is 


£100-0-D 

£ 100 - 0-0 

£125-2-5 

£281-5-0 

£162-10-8 

£60-15-0 

£44-15-0 

£162-19-0 
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On ditto to ditto being the nett proceeds 
of 1 chest of coral b^ads iriaficed iSP 
No. 21 per Anson for C.Rs. six thou- 
sand seven hundred and sixty, seven 
annaes and nine pice (6760-7-9) pay- 
able to Mr. Joseph Salvadore (5) 2/3 
is 

On ditto to ditto account Robert Sloper 
for C.Rs. two thousand one hundred 
and thirty, six annaes and three pice 
(2130-6-3) payable to Mr. John Turner 
(S) 2/3 is 

On ditto to ditto by order of Mrs. Luisa 
McGwire account the estate of Wm. 
Wake Esqr. deceased for C.Rs. twelve 
thousand nine hundred and twenty 
five, four annaes and nine pice 
(12925-4-9) payable to Peter and 
Joseph Godfrey Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On ditto to ditto account John Hope Esqr. 
deceased for C.Rs. eighteen thousand 
and three hundred and four, eight 
annaes and six pice (18304-8-6) pay- 
able to Adam Dawson Esqr. and Mrs. 
Dinah Hope @ 2/3 is 

On ditto to William Frankland Esqr. for 
C.Rs. one thousand and thirty eight, 
three annaes and six pice (1038-3^6) 
payable to Thomas Frankland Esqr. 
@ 2/3 is 

On ditto to Chas. Manningham Esqr. 
and Mr. William Fullerton account 
Capt. Thos. Nairne for C.Rs. two 
thousand three hundred and seventy, 
six annaes and nine pice (2370-6-9) 
payable to Gapt, Thomas Nairne @ 
2/3 is 

On ditto to Charles Manningham Esqr. 
account Edward Eyles Esqr. for C.-Rs. 
four thousand nine hundred and 



£760-11-1 


£239-13-4 


£1453-17-5 


£2059-5-2 


£116-16-0 


£268-18-5 
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On do to Mr. Bartholomew Plaisled for 
C.Rs. three hundred and twenty six, 
seven annaes (326-7-0) payable to 
Mr. Thomas Burnett or Johnn. 

Ranson @ 2/3 is £3^14-5 

On do to do for C.Rs. three hundred 
and .seventeen (317) payable to Mr. 

Thomas Burnett or Gabl. Snodgrass 
@ 2/3 is £35-13-3 

On do to do for C.Rs. three hundred 
(300) payable to Mr. Thomas Burnett 
@ 2/3 is £33-15-0 

8 . The whole amount of bills of exchange by this ship is 
C.Rs. fifty two thousand eight hundred and twelve, two annaes 
and closed we transmitt them in our box of books by this ship. 

9. The general books of this Presidency being ballanced 
and closed we transmitt them in our box of books by this ship. 

10. In our letter per Montfort the following bills were 
omitted to be inserted viz. on the 2nd November to the Worship- 
ful Edward Holden Cruttenden Esqr. for C.Rs. five thousand 
three hundred and thirty three, five annaes and three pice 
(5333-5-3) payable to Robert Cliff or order @ 2/3 is £600-0-0. 
On the 5th December to Messrs. Manningham and Frankland 
account Anthony D’Arnaud Esqr. for C.Rs. seven thousand four 
hundred and forty three, eleven annaes and three pice (7443-11-3) 
payable to Anthony D’Arnaud Esqr. @ 2/3 is £837-8-4. 

11. The President and Council of Port St. George having 
requested a ship half laden from hence in January we now 

43 consign them the Winchelsea, Captain Christopher Baron, for 
that purpose and. have laden on her sundry goods and merchan- 
dize for Europe as per abstract of her invoice enclosed amount- 
ing to C.Rs 

12 . We have likewise laden on her sundry stores for, the use 
of Your Honours’ island St. Helena amounting to CRs...... 

13. Mr. William Ellis dispatches this ship from Ingelie to Fort 
St. George. We wish her a safe and speedy passage to Your 
Honours and are with the greatest respect. 



,7 DECEMBER 1754 

On ditto to Charles Manningham, Edward 
Eyre, and John Zeph. Hoi well account 
Richard Eyre Esqr. for C.Rs. three, 
thousand nine hundred and eighty 
five (3985-0-0) payable to Richard 
Eyre Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On ditto to Mrs. Jane Douglas, Charles 
Manningham and William Frankland 
account Mrs. Elisabeth Smith for 
C.Rs. sixty seven thousand six 
himdred and sixteen, four annaes and 
three pice (67616-4-3) payable to Mrs. 
Elizabeth Smith, William Davi[s] 
and Charles Browne Esqr. @ 2/3 

is 

On ditto to William Nixon for C.Rs. five 
hundred and eighty three, three 
annaes (583-3-0) payable to Mr. 
Cornelius Goodwin @ 2/3 is 

•On ditto to ditto for C.Rs. one thousand 
and sixty three, thirteen annaes 
(1063-13-0) payable to Mr. Samuel 
Jenks @ 2/3 is 

•On ditto to ditto for C.Rs. seven 
hundred and eleven, one annae and 
nine pice (711-1-9) payable to 
Messrs. Chauncy, Browne and 
Chauncy @ 2/3 is 

On ditto to Roger Drake Esqr. Junior 
account Daniel Lascells Esqr. for 
C.Rs. forty eight thousand two hun- 
dred and thirty seven, six annaes 
and six pice (48237-6-6) pa3rable to 
Daniel Lascells Esqr. or order @ 2/3 
is 

On ditto to Samuel Button for C.Rupees 
four hundred (400) payable to 
William Wiggot Esqr. @ 2/3 is 


845 


£448-6-3 


£7606-16-7 


£65-12-2 


£119-13-7 


£80-0-0 


£5426-14-2 


£45-0-0 
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inclosed letters froin Mr. Holwell in consequence of our direc- 
tions to him. We are with the greatest respect. 

May it please Your Honours 

Your most faithfull and obliged servants, 
Roger Drake Junr./E. H. Cruttenden. 

Fort William. 

30th January, . 1755. 

(Ref. Copies of records obtained from India Office. Vol. 18, 
1754-55, p. 114.) 
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LETTER DATED 3 FEBRUARY 1755 

Shipping matters — the Council’s decision touching Govinda- 
ram Mitra — protest against the Courtfs practice of sending 
military officials with superior commissions from Europe — plan 
for reduction of the Company's debts. 

T O the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the 
Hon’ble the United Company of Merchante of England 
Trading to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours 

1. The Winchelsea, Capt. Christopher Baron, was dispatched 
from Ingelie on the 17th ultimo when she drew sixteen foot 
ten inches water upon an even keel. By her we addressed Your 
Honours under date the 9th January as per duplicate thereof 
enclosed. 

2. At the same time we returned the Brittania, Oiptain 
Heville Norway, to Fort St. George with a cargoe of rice, 
whether we shall likewise send the Kent, Captain Wilson, as 
soon as her lading of grain is compleated. 

3. The President and Council of Fort St. George wrof e us by 
pattamar under date 6th December with a duplicate of their 
letter of the 22nd November in which they inform us of their 
having dispatched the Porto Bello sloop for this place the 26th 
October, and request us to use the utmost diligence in giving 
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ordered the E3q)ort Warehouse Keeper and Store Keeper to lay 
us estimates of what moneys will in all probabRity be 
pur treasury by the first day of June next oh account 
of sales already made, and have directed the Export Warehouse- 
Keeper to give us a calculate of what sums of money will be 
wanted for carrying on the investment. When these estimates 
are laid before us we shall take into consideration the ballance- 
of treasury, with what consignments may be expected from 
Bombay and elsewhere and the money which will be paid froih 
every branch of the revenues, and whatever surplus there may 
appear after our investments, supply to the subordinates, and 
current charges are allowed for, we shall appropriate to the- 
discharge of interest notes. 


Supplement. 

157. We observe Your Honours think we have been ve^ 
remiss in our duty in purchasing the tincall we sent you by 
the Wager at 52 rupees per maund, when Captain Hyndman 
bought his at 37 per maund. As this reflected not a little upon 
our management we enquired the reason of this essential differ- 
ence and find Captain Hyndman having brought out severall 
necessaries for Mr. Bosdam, the Dutch Chief at Cossimbuzar;. 
in return for the favour that gentleman had this tincall pro- 
cured at Patna and let Captain Hyndman have it at prime cost 
without any charges whatever; for truth of this we refer our- 
selyes to Captain Hyndman himself which will convince Your 
Honours, we hope, that we did not act unfaithfully or negli- 
gently, to confirm which we beg leave to acquaint you that 
Captain Kirwin bought what we had refused at 50 per maund’ 
after its being picked for your use. 


158, We have scrutinized into our Marine agreeable to Your 
Honours’ directions and find, so far from having too many 
sloops, we have scarce sufficient for the river service, since- the 
loss of the Hawke most of our budgrow[s] are destroyed, and 
we shall keep no more than are absolutely necessary arid in 
demand for use. We have likewise had extaracts of the marine 
expenses laid before us arid do not see where we can lessen any 
one charge but have directed our Master Attendant to be aa 
frugal in the corisumption of stores for the sloops as he can 
without making them liable to a risque. 
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it is some times necessary to include cloth received from j&fteen 
or twenty different merchants (as we are obliged to preserve as 
near as possible the same quality and price in every bale) sorted 
^y three or four different sorters which would render it almost 
impracticable to distinguish who the several pieces in the’ bale 
belong to, and by whom they were sorted unless by marking 
every single piece and then we apprehend the salutary ends 
Your Honours design would hardly be answered, more especially 
as the cloth iii some merchants’ names belong to several persons 
under him. We can assure Your Honours of our having taken 
the utmost care in assorting and embaling our goods and we 
hope our attention ' to that branch of your affairs will prove 
very satisfactory to Your Honours. 

9. By this, ship we likewise forward the aurung letters sent . 
and received, to which we beg leave to be referred for the parti- 
culars of our transactions in relation to our investment. 

10. The gentlemen at Cossimbuzar having hitherto sent us 
110 gurrahs from that factory, and as those goods would now 
arrive too late to be laden on any of the ships of this season, 
we have directed Mr. Watts and his Council to receive no more 
of that article than what was already delivered in. by the 
merchants provided they did not apprehend such a refusal would 
subject Your Honours to any bad debts. 

11. They have this year sent us a parcel of Tannahs silk for 
trial even spun upon a wheel, which they wound of in the 
factory from the pods. They acquaint us in a letter of the 13th 
January that this manner of winding off silk is entirely foreign 
to the winders of these parts, and it was with some difficulty 
they could get proper hands to work the machine, which is made t 
like those in Europe consisting of a furnace, a copper, a reel and 

a wheel. As this method obliges the worl^en to more labour 
and attention than the usual method the silk turns out very dear 
though even and should it be approved of by Your Honours they 
hope' to be able to send home the first year from six to eight 
bales, and should they be allowed- to continue that method a 
season or two, they imagine they may be able to reduce its price,, 
and bring their merchants to contract with them for the same 
sortments wound off in like manner. The half of. this parcel of 
Tannah silk we have forwarded by the Colchester, the other- 
half will be sent by the Egmont and we shall wait Your Honours 
directions thereon. 
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lost and as two material witnesses are dead he left the purport 
of what was then deposed to our recollection and requested we 
would transmit the result to Your Honours. In consequence of 
this address we beg leave to mention that to the best of our 
remembrance the afEair appeared to ‘us by the evidence then 
•before us in a very different light to what it has been represent- 
ed to Your Honours, as by the witnesses Mr. Plaisted himself 
produced to support his charge he seemed to have been in great 
measure the aggressor by treating Mr. McGwire very abusively 
before that gentleman offered to resent the injury, which was 
the real occasion (and not his information laid before Your 
Honours while he was in England) of the assault he complains 
of. We presume the present relation of that fact so widely 
different from what Mr. Plaisted has wrote will sufficiently 
exculpate Mr. McGwire from the aspersion of having acted in 
opposition to your authority, which we beg leave to assure Your 
Honours we do not imagine he ever intended, as he has always 
behaved to our general satisfaction in your service. 

164. In this packet we transmit Your Honours four letters 

received from Mr. Walpole Eyre in relation to a lott of copper, 
he purchased at your sales on [ ] Nov [ember] 1753, by which 

you will perceive the insolent and refractory behaviour of that 
young gentleman in opposition to the repeated essays and 
directions of the Board. We have therefore ordered him to clear 
out that lott immediately or we shall sell it at outcry and make 
him pay the difference and as he persists in his obstinacy of 
laying the affair before Your Honours (though he had particu- 
larly desired Mr. Holwell to intercede with us to withdraw 
what he had said on that subject which we complied with), we 
are of opinion he has forfeited his title to the indulgence of 9 
per cent discount which we have allowed the other purchaser. 

165. We have laden on this ship sundry goods and merchan- 
dize on Your Honours’ account as per invoice and bill of lading 
enclosed amounting to C.Rs. 883000. 

166. We have likewise laden sundry stores on her for the use 
of your island St. Helena amounting to C.Rs. 1378. 

167. Mr. Holwell who dispatches this ship will advise Your 
Honours of whatever else may be material from Ingelee. 

168. We wish her a safe and speedy passage to Your Honours 
and are with the greatest respect, 

125 -D of A 
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opinion of the majority that he should repay that sum with 
interest from October 1752 which he was called in and ordered 
to repay into your treasury. For our seijarate opinions we beg 
leave to refer to that day’s Consultation.* 

15. The majority of the Board take the liberty to acquaint 
STour Honours that they do not find by what has hitherto appear- 
ed before us Metre farmed the buzars (he has given in an 
account of and sworn to) in a clandestine or fraudulent manner, 
as the late Governour Mr, Dawson and the gentlemen on the 
spot who have formerly been Zemindars have acknowledged, 
they knew of his being the purchaser, and that notice of the 
salesi of Your Honours’ buzars and farms was always given one 
month before the sales were made, which we hope will remove 
the opinion Your Honours have conceived of his having acted 
unfairly in his trust and entitle him to your favour, especially 
if it be considered that his profits arose by farming out in 
different parcels what he purchased in the whole, and running 
all risques of bad debts, losses etc. 

IB. Enclosed in this nacket Your Honours will receive a 
remonstrance addressed you by the subaltern officers of our 
establishment setting forth the hardship they suffer by the 
present method of sending out annually gentlemen from Europe 
with military commissions superioUr to theirs which remons- 
trance we beg leave to recommend to your considerations, and 
as we apprehend their complaint to be justly foimded and can- 
not tax any of them with a neglect of their duty or any ill 
behaviour whereby they might forfeit your favour, we doubt 
not their case will be duly considered by Your Honours and 
their grievance relieved. 

17. Mr. Edward Eyre being returned to his seat at our Board, 
he is appointed Register of the Dusticks, and Mr. Mathew Collet, 

. Military Store Keeper. 

18. We are now to advise Your Honours of the sums for 
which we have granted bills of exchange by this ship, to the 
underwritten persons at 2s-3d each rupee, the respective amounts 
being duly accounted for in your treasury. 

On 11th. January to Bartholomew Plaisted 
for CRs. 'five hundred eighty one (581) 

payable to Thomas Burnett @ 2/3 
L . £65-7-3 
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Roger Drake Junr./E. H. Cruttenden/C. Manningham/i 
Richd. Becher/Paul Richard Pearkes/W. Erankland/j 
M.Collet/W. Mackett/J.Z. Holwell. 

Fort William, 

the 20th December, 1754. 

(Public General Letters to Court, Vol. 3, 1753-54, p. 206.) 
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LETTER DATED 22 DECEMBER 1754 

'jpo the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the 
Hon’ble the United Company of Merchants of England 
Trading to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours 

1. We have already advised of our having stationed the 
York, Capt. Edward Ward, to proceed to Tellicherry for such 
surplus goods as we have reason to expect there will be at that 
coast, for which purpose we now dispatch her to the Mallabar 
coast with 150 tonns of saltpetre and 30 tonns of redwood to be 
filled up from thence. 

2. In order to expedite her dispatch from that coast we have 
directed Capt. Ward to touch at such of Your Honours’ settle- 
ments as lay in his way to Tellicherry and take what goods may 
there be ready. 


3. Upon Capt. Ward's requesting 500 bags of saltpetre more 
than we had ordered the Export Warehouse Keeper to lade, we 
complied therewith, reserving to ourselves the power of turn- 
ing it into whole or half freight as we should find occasion, of 
which we have advised the gentlemen at Tellicherry for their 
guide. 

We wish her a safe and speedy passage to Your Honours and 
are with the greatest respect. 
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On do. to George Gray account the estate 
of Mr. Joseph Arbuckle deceased for 
CRs. eight hundred (800) payable to 
Henry Allen @ 2/3 is 


On do. to William Frankland Esqr. for 
[CRs.] four hundred forty four, seven 
annas, three pice (444-7-3) payable 
to William Frankland Esqr. @2/3 
is 

On do. to Charles Manningham Esqr. for 
CRs. two thousand one hundred sixty 
(2160) payable to George Alexander 
@ 2/3 is 

On do. to do. account the estate oi Walter 
Stainforth deceased for CRs. one thou- 
sand four hundred fifty seven, one 
anna, three pice (1457-1-3) payable 
to Thomas Manningham Esqr. and 
Mr. George Stainforth @ 2/3 is 

On do. to Messrs. Manningham and Frank- 
land account Adam Dawson Esqr. 
for CRs. twelve thousand six hundred 
twenty six, six annas, six pice 
(12626-6-6) payable to Adam Dawson 
Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On do. to do. do. account Mr. Robert 
Goodere for CRs. one thousand five 
hundred fifty seven, five annas, 
three pice (1557-5-3) payable to 
Robert Goodere @ 2/3 is 

On do. to do. do. account Capt. Philip 
Joddrell CRs. four thousand two 
hundred eighty six, twelve annas, 
nine pice (4286-12-9) payable to Capt. 
Philip Joddrell @ 2/3 is 


£S. 90-0-0 


£S. 50-0-0 


£S. 243-0-0 


£S. 163-18-4 


£S. 1420-9-4 


£S. 175-3-11 


£S.’ 482-5-0 
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ports they are bound to, we have directed Captain Willes and 
Ward to touch at any settlements that lay in their way and 
lade on board what pepper may be ready, which step we hope 
will be a great means to prevent their losing their passages 
round the Cape. 

4. Captain Robert Veitch having departed this life of a morti- 
iication in his liver we have confirmed Mr. Thomas Debuke 
(chief mate of the Anson) in the command of that ship as he is 
a person of very good character, and has behaved with great 
diligence and assiduity in his station on board that ship. 

5. Having stationed the London for Bombay and Surat and 
Mr. Bourchier and his Council having particularly desired we 
would not send them any saltpetre, we have purchased 2800 
baggs of fool sugar and ordered it to be laden on that ship as 
that is the only article which has the least prospect of turning 
to any account. We have likewise ordered the Buxey to lade 
on board the Brittannia and Kent their charterparty tonnage in 
rice for the Cormandel coast. As soon as the lading of those 
ships are compleated we shall dispatch them to Fort St. George 
and have pressed the President and Council there to return them 
both to Your Honours via Canton. 

6. We have advanced Captain Robinson fifteen thousand 
CRS. for the use and expences of his ship upon his requesting 
that sum. 

7. We are now to advise Your Honours of the sums of money 
for which we have granted bills of exchange by this ship to the 
underwritten persons @2/3 each rupee, the respective amounts 
being duly accounted for in your treasury. 

On the 21st December to the Rev. Gervas 
Bellamy for C.Rs. three hundred and 
eleven, six annaes and six pice 
(311-6-6) payable to Mr. Edward 
Pomfret @ 2/3 is £35-0-6 

On the 6th January to Captain Christo- 
pher Barron for C.Rupees ten thou- 
sand eight hundred (10800-0-0) pay- 
able to Captain Christopher Barron 
@ 2/3 is 


£1,215-0-0 
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On do. to do. for CRs. eight hundred 
fifteen, four annas, nine pice 
(815-4-9) payable to Gapt. Francis 
Cheyne @ 2/3 is 

On do. to Solomon Margass for CRs. five 
hundred fifty three, thirteen annas 
(553-13-0) payable to Capt. James 
Barton @ 2/3 is 

On do. to Mathew Collet Esqr. account 
Thomas Boddam for CRs. two thou- 
sand six hundred sixty six, ten annas, 
three pice (2666-10-3) payable to 
Peter Roberts Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On do. to Capt. Thomas Debuke for CRs. 
two thousand three hundred two, 
one anna, nine pice (2302^1-9) payable 
to Capt. Pinson Bonham @ 2/3 is 

On do. to Mr. Thomas Coales and Mrs- 
Sarah Mapletof t for CRs. four hundred 
fifty three, five annas, three pice 
(453-5-3) payable to Humphry 
Bellamy Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On do. to Thomas Cpales for CRs. three 
- hundred forty four, thirteen annas, 
nine pice (344-13-9) payable to James 
Spagg @ 2/3 is 

On do. to Capt. Thomas Debuke for CRs. 
two hundred nineteen, three annas, 
nine pice (219-3^9) payable to Johli 
Hattell Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On do. to do. for CRs; twenty three 
thousand three hundred fifty seven; 
eight annas (23357-8-0) payable to 
James Veitch Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On do. to John Zep. Holwell Esqr. for 
CRs. four Hundred forty four, seven 
annas (444^7-0) payable to William 
Davis Esqr. @ 2/3 is 


£S. 91-14-fi 


£S. 62-6-1 


£S. 300-0-0 


£S. 258-19-0 


£S. 51-0-0 


£S. 38-15-11 


£S. 24-13-3: 


£S. 2626-13-1 


£S. 50-0-1)' 
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On do to Mr. Peter Amyatt for C.Rs. three 
hundred and eighty, five, eleven 
annaes and six pice (385-11-6) payable 
to William Barwell Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On do to Mr. Richard Court account 
Richard Starke Esqr. for C.Rs. four 
hundred and fortyfour, seven annaes 
and three pice (444-7-3) payable to 
John Starke Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On do to Messrs. Manningham and 
Frankland. C.Rs. one thousand nine 
hundred and fifty eight, two annaes 
and six pice (1958-2-6) payable to 
Cornelius Goodwin @ 2/3 is 

On do to do for C.Rs. two thousand thirty 
six, six annaes (2036-6-0) payable to 
Joseph Salvadore @ 2/3 is 

On do to do for C.Rs. one thousand two 
hundred and ninety two, eleven 
annaes (1292-11-0) payable to William 
Briggs account Miss Amelia Briges 
@ 2/3 is 

On do to Messrs. Manningham, Frank- 
land and Holwell for C.Rs. two 
hundred and sixty nine, seven annaes 
(269-7-0) payable to Mrs. Judith 
Whaley accoimt Miss Judith Cottle 
@ 2/3 is 

On the 8th January to Roger Drake Esqr. 
by order of Mr. Thomas Boddam for 
C.Rs. one thousand one hundred and 
seventy three, five annaes and three 
pice (1173-5-3) payable to William 
Minett @ 2/3 is 

On do to do for C.Rs. twenty three thou- 
sand nine hundred and seventy six 
(23976) payable to Anthony D’Arnaud 
Esqr. @ 2/3 is 


£43-7-10 


£50-0-0 


£220-5-9 


£229-1-1 


£145-8-6 


£30-6-2 


£132-0-0 


£2697-6-0 
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On do. to do. for CRs. three thousand 
two hundred sixty four, one anna, six 
pice (3264-1-6) payable to Henry Allen 
@ 2/3 is 

On do. to do. account Edward Cooke for 
CRs. two thousand two hundred 
twenty two, three annas, six pice 
(2222-3-6) payable to William Watts 
@ 2/3 is 

On do. to Richard Becher Esqr. account 
Captain Nathaniel Jacobs for CRs. 
six hundred sixty (660) payable to 
Captain Nathaniel Jacobs @ 2/3 is 

On do. to Messrs. Eyre, Kelsall and 
Amyatt for CRs. nine hundred seven, 
three annas, three pice (907-3-3) pay- 
able to William Kempe Esqr. @2/3 
is 

On do to Henry Kelsall for CRs. one 
thousand one hundred forty one, five 
annas, three pice (1141-5-3) payable 
to David Findlay Esqr. @ 2/3 

On do. to do. for CRs. two hvmdred (200) 
payable to James Barton Esqr. @ 2/3 
is 

On do. to Peter Amyatt for CRs. . four 
hundred ninety four, eight aimas, 
nine pice (494-8-9) payable to Ynyr 
Barges @ 2/3 is 

On do. to do. for CRs. one thousand 
seven hundred fifty and nine pice 
(1750-0-9) payable to Capt. Thomas 
Stevens @ 2/3 is 

On do. to do. for CRs. one hundred ninety 
three, seven annas, three pice 
(193-7-3) payable to Robert Luckin 
@ 2/3 is 


£S. 367-4-2 

. £S. 250-0-0 

£S. 74-5-0 

£S. 102-1-2 

£S. 128-8-0 

£S. 22-10-0 

£S. 55-12-0 

£S. 196-17-7 

£S. 21-15-3 
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May it please Your Honours 

Your faithfull and most obedient humble servants, 

Roger Drake Junr./E. H. Cruttenden/C. Manningham/ 
Richd. Becher/Paul Richard Pearkes/W. Frankland/M. 
Collet/W. Mackett/J. Z. Holwell. 

Fort William, 

9 January, 1755. 


(Ref. Copies of records obtained from India Office, Vol. 
18, 1754-55, pp. 108-13.) 
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LETTER DATED 30 JANUARY 1755 


Unsuccessful attempts to purchase land near Calcutta for the 
settlement of weavers — opportunity to be watched for obtaining 
permission to establish a mint. 


O the Hon’ble Court of Directors for Affairs of the Hon’ble 
United Company of Merchants of England Trading to the 
East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours 


Since our last bearing date the 18th January 1754 we have 
been honoured with your letter of the 23rd of said month by 
the several ships imported this season and are to reply thereto 
that we find any new grants attended with much difficulty to 
obtain and that a favourable opportunity must be watched .Eor 
our procuring a proper authority for the establishment of a mint 
here which priviledge we shall have in view to procure if we 
can possibly facilitate the means to obtain such a grant. We 
are sorry that we have been hitherto frustrated in our endes- 
vours in the purchase of any ground that would be commodious 
for the settlement of weavers nor have we been negligent to 
fulfill Your Honour.'?’ desire on this head as will appear by the 
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particularly Mr. Becher and his obstinacy in refusing to make 
any concession having forced us to this severity. But as he has 
now thought proper to make a submission and acknowledge his 
rashness which his heavy loss in the purchase of the disputed 
copper prompted him to, we 'have reinstated him in your 
service and take the liberty to desire Your Honours will over- 
look his misbehaviour, as he is a very capable and well-qualifi- 
ed young gentleman. 

24. Enclosed in this packet we forward copy of a letter 
delivered in by Mr. Edward Eyre accounting for the cloth 
received from Jugdea being invoiced at the usual prices and ex- 
plaining the new debts mentioned by Mr. Baillie. 

25. We have likewise enclosed copy of a letter delivered in 
by Mr. Hoi well on the 30 th ultimo giving reasons for the increase 
and decrease of Your Honours’ farms and buzars for the years 
1753 and 1754 and 'that gentleman seeming to apprehend a 
considerab[le] reduction of these revenues from the preserit 
establishment of the dutys of the gunge, we purpose giving Your 
Honours a full account of our reasons for putting those dutys 
on their present footing, in our next advices, as we have not 
time to take Mr. Holwell’s letter into consideration before the 
departure of this ship. 

'26. -In consequence Of Mr. 'Holwell’s motion df -the 28th 
November we this day took into -consideration the reduction of 
your debt at interest. By the estimates of what money we 
might'expect would be paid in by'the 1st June -for sales' of -goods 
this season and the ballance of cash 'in our- treasury -we 'find 
the utmost it can amount to will be about sixteen lacks df rupees 
which sum the demands we may reasonably expect on us for 
oUr investment, the-supplys of' oUr subordinates and our current 
expenses 'will -exceed, 'and shbdld 'we call 'in our interest notes 
it would -reduce 'dur cash so low, 'thiat We must be necessitated 
to ‘borrow -money again -before 'the arrival df our ships from 
Europe 'next season which 'might Pe attended with difficulty 
and inconvenience. We are 'therefore of -opinion such a step 
must Tje -deferred till 'oUr ‘next supplys' arrive, when we shall 
do our utmost to lesson the heavy load of Your 'Honours’ debts 
at this Presidency. 

27. We beg leave to recommend surgeon -Nathaniel Wilson 
to Your Honours to succeed to a vacancy at this settlement 
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that sloop the repairs she stands in need of and return her to 
them in January, as they are apprehensive the critical situation 
of their affairs may make it necessary to send Your Honours 
early advices, in whicli case it would be very convenient to have 
the Porto Bello sloop in readiness, especially as they are un- 
certain how late it may be before they may be' able to compleat 
the tonnage of the ship they expect from us to fill up. By their 
letter of the 6th December they advise that by letters from 
TcllicheiTy they have heard of the arrival at Bombay of the 
Hardwick and Warwick and that they should have in warehouse 
by the end of November two thousand (2000) candies of pepper 
of the old crop, and from the appearance of the new they make 
no doubt of being able to procure full five thousand (fCOO) more. 

4. The Porto Bello sloop has not as yet imported at our place. 

5. It growing late in the season, and the London having taken 
such freight as was weighed off and offered for that ship, we 
judged it improper to detain her any longer and she was accord- 
ingly dispatched by Mr. Thomas Bellamy from Ingelie the 31st 
January. 

6. By her we wrote Mr. Bourchier and his Council that should 
it bo in their power to dispatch either this ship or the Anson 
(whom we purposed to send thither) for Europe from their 
coast it would vciy much lessen the weight of tonnage which 
we might reasonably expect we should have to provide for 
from this Presidency the next season, and do Your Honours a 
considerable piece of service. 

7. Captain Debuke on the 13th January requested our per- 
mission to ship Mr. James Monro as his chief mate, the second 

t mate of the Anson having left the ship some time ago, which 
we have accordingly permitted him to do, and as that gentleman 
has been a commander in our country service, and is esteemed 
a very able seaman we beg leave to recommend him to Your 
Honours’ notice for any future employ. 

8. We must now beg leave to reply to the 51st paragraph of 
Your Honours’ commands of the 24th January 1754 and explain 
the difficulty if not impossibility of complying with the method 
Your Honours have there pointed out for our assorting the goods 
in our export warehouse when we employed dadney merchants. 
In the box of books by this ship we transmit the extract of one 
day’s prizings, with the embaling of the said goods by which 
you will observe that to complete one bale of any single letter 
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LEITER DATED 1 MARCH 1755 

Shipping matters — revolution at Dacca and appointment of 
Rajhallabh as naib — payment of ‘visW money to Rajballahh by 
the English and the French — increase in revenue resulting 
from control of the gunge — reduction of duty on imports. 

•yO the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the 
Hon’ble the United Company of Merchants of England 
Trading to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours 

1. The Egmont, Captain Thomas Tolson, being fully laden 

we now dispatch her to Your Honours and by her packet for- 
ward a duplicate of our address per Colchester which ship Mr. 
William Mackett dispatched from Ingelie the 9th ultimo when 
the drew; [ ] foot water upon an even keel. 

2. Captain Thomas Tolson having protested against us on 
the 12th February for detaining the Egmont after that day, we 
forward a copy of that protest for Your Honours’ persual, by 
which you will please to observe Captain Tolson is of opinion 
the terms of the Egmbnt’s charter party expires on the 11th 
ultimo whereas we apprehend (and it was so imderstood by 
Capt. Robinson as will appear by our Consultation of the 28th 
October) that her charter party contract does not cease till the 
llth March 1755. To prevent therefore any misconstruction in 
future, and enable us to provide suitably for such ships as we 
may be necessitated to detain in India we request Your Honours 
will fully explain that particular clause in the charter partys 
of tlie Coast and Bay ships. 

3. The Anson, Captain Thomas Debuke, left Ingelie the 12th 
February bound for Bombay and Surat. 

4. Your Honours having consigned us a parcel of Barbary 
copper on the Norfolk which sortment we find to be improper 
for this place, we have desired the President and Council of 
Fort St. George to dispose of the copper at their settlement, and 
if it occasions any iconvenience to their sales by the surplus- 
quantity, we Have desired them, to send us the same proportion 
of any other sortment consigned them by. Your Honours. 

872 

{ 
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12. By letters from Messrs. Baillie and Playdell at Jugdea- 
Tve are acquainted that their business is carried on at that 
factory to great advantage on the present plan, and that when 
they are removed to Luckipoor they hope to increase their 
investment very considerably. 

13. The Phowsdar of Hughly’s Duan having passed through 
our town and paid a visit at the factory, it was judged conve- 
nient for keeping up a good understanding with him and his 
master that a present of about 7000 rupees should be made 
them. 

14. When we closed the Montfort’s letter we gave Your 
Honours an account of what we had done in relation to Govind- 
ram Metre since when he has delivered into' the Board an 
account of the bad debts and losses he sustained by the farms he 
held in his hands. After which the several farmers of the gunge 
for years past were called in and asked whether Metre was ever 
concerned with or under them in that farm, which they respect- 
ively declared he never was directly or indirectly, but as Mr. . 
Holwell recommended it in his letter of the 25th November that 
Metre should solemnly swear the accounts he had delivered in 
of the bazars he had farmed were just and true accounts, and 
that he had never farmed the gunge directly or indirectly (in 
consequence of which we had asked Metre whether he would 
take that oath, to which he had as yet given no positive answer), 
we called upon Gobindram Metre on the 16th January to know 
if he would swear to that effect, who replied that if the Board 
insisted on that method of validating those accounts he was. 
ready to take his oath provided that would be satisfactory and 
that he was not to be molested any further on that head. Upon 
which the opinion of the Board was required if that would be a 
satisfactory proof of the truth of his accounts, and Mr. Holwell, 
upon being called upon, declaring he had no further vouchers to 
produce than what were then before us, the Board were unani- 
mous that Metre’s swearing to his accounts would he sufficient, 
which he accordingly did on the 30th January by the Court 
bramin, as Your Honours will perceive by .that day’s Consulta- 
tion. "We then summed up the profits he had made on the farms 
he had held by his own accounts which amounted to CRupee.s 
four thousand eight hundred seventy five (4875) and the opinion 
of the Board being asked whether he should repay that sum 
with interest in consequence of Your Honours’ order, it was the 
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of their business. As Ragabullub’fs] stay at Dacca was not fix’t^ 
we directed the gentlemen there to avoid the unnecessary 
expence of a visit, in consequence of which order they sent 
their vacquiel to the Durbar to acquaint Ragabullab they could 
not pay the visit, who thereupon imprisoned the head vacquiel 
and threatened to stop the business of their factory if they did 
not immediately pay the visit or make the usual present in 
lieu of it. This the gentlemen at Dacca immediately informed 
us of, and desired our orders how to act. 

9. Upon taking that letter into consideration we agreed to 
dispatch a lieutenant [in] command and 25 buxerrys to Baker- 
gunge to clear the goods on the way from Dacca, Harsial 
Buddall etc. of which we advised Mr. Clerembault and his Coun- 
cil, and as we were of opinion a stoppage of their business at 
this juncture could not be very prejudicial to your affairs, we 
absolutely directed them not [to] comply with Ragabullub’s 
instances for paying the visit till the government of their city 
was better settled. 

9 

10. Before the receipt of these orders Mr. Clerembault 
(considering the large quantities of goods on the way to Cal- 
cutta besides what was further expected from the aurungs and 
the advices from the Chief and Council at Cossimbuzar that 
Ragabullub Duan bore the principal sway in affairs at Muxada- 
bad and that it was absolutely necessary to keep as fair with 
him as possible .and finding also that he grows more . urgent .and 
pressing for a visit, with violent threats of his present and 
future utter resentment if his demand was not immediately 
had actually submitted to the payment of Sicca Rupees four 
thousand .three hundred C4300) in lieu of a visit) had. acquiesced 
to the payment of the said sum, -in the sam.e .manner, a? -the 
T’rencht with an agreement that .this should in future .be the 
regular. sum to be .paid, in lieu of .all former and customer 
presents in money and goods, that .were given when a « visit 
was due. This step Mr. Clerembault says he has been induced 
to take as he esteems it greatly advantageous for Your Honours, 
as the visits paid of 'late have been a charge of above ten 
thousand (10,000) rupees (each. He has therefore requested we 
would transmit Your Honours the above representation of the 
whole affairs-for his justification, as nothing but a full perswa- 
sionithat it would be for your Interest rould .have engaged him 
to take :a step of this , kind. 
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On the 23rd to Capt. George Willson for 
CRs. ten thousand four hundred 
eighty eight, fourteen annas, three 
pice (10488-14-3) payable to Ralph 
Wilson and Son @ 2/3 is 

On the 29 th to Edward Holden Crutten- 
den Esqr. for CRs. eight thousand 
eight hundred eighty eight, fourteen 
annas, three pice -(8888-14-3) payable 
to Messrs. James Adams and Edmund 
Lardner @ 2/3 is 

On do. to do. for CRs. five thousand 
three hundred thirty three, five . 
annas, three pice (5333-5-3) pay- 
able to Roger Drake Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On do. to William Macket Esqr. account 
Mrs. Elizabeth Samson for CRs. eight 
hundred eighty eight, fourteen 
annas, three pice (888-14-3) payable 
to Mrs. Elizabeth Samson @ 2/3 is 

On do. to do. for CRs. one thousand three 
hundred thirty three, five annas, 
three pice (1333-5-3) payable to Mr. 
Charles Browne @ 2/3 is 

On do. to do. for CRs. four thousand eight 
hundred (4800) payable to David 
Findlay Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On do. to Richard Becher Esqr. for CRs. 
four thousand eight hundred (4800) 
payable to David Findlay Esqr. @ 
2/3 is 

On do. to do. for CRs. seven hundred (700) 
payable to Mr. James Rannie @2/3 
is 

On do. to do. for CRs. one thousand 
(1000) payable to Messrs. Nettleton 
and Raikes @ 2/3 is 


£S. 1180-0-0 

£S. 277-6-3 

£S. 600-0-0 

£S. 100-0-0 

£S. 150-0-0 

£S. 540-0-0 

£S. 540-0-0 

£S. 78-15-0 

£S. 112-10-0 
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On do. to do. do. account John Hipwood 
for CRs. five hundred forty. (540) 
payable to John Hipwood @ 2/3 is 

On do. to do. do. account John Henry 
Merllins for CRs. seven hundred 
seven, nine annas (707-9-0) payable to 
John Henry Merllins @ 2/3 is. 

On do, to do. do. account the estate of 
Thomas Burrow Esqr. deceased for 
CRs. eight thousand three hundred 
two, six annas, nine pice (8302-6-9) 
payable to Mrs. Ann Burrow @ 2/3 
is , 

On do. to do. do. by order of Henry 
Powney Esqr. for CRs. three hun- 
dred eighty five, nine annas (385-9-0) 
payable to Cornelius Goodwin Esqr. 
@ 2/3 is 

On do. to do. do. account William Wogan 
Junr. for CRs. five thousand sixty one, 
nine annas, six pice (5061-9-6) pay- 
able to Wm. Wogan Junior @ 2/3 is 

On do. to do. do. account the estate of 
Captain Felix Baker deceased for CRs. 
two hundred sixty four, nine annas, 
nine pice (264-9-9) payable to William 
■ Baker Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On do. to the Hon’ble Roger Drake Esqr., 
Charles Manningham and John 
Zephaniah Holwell account William 
Davis Esqr. for CRs. two thousand 
forty six, eleven annas, six pice 
(2046-11-6) payable to William Davis 
Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On do. John Zephaniah Holwell Esqr. 
for CRs. three hundred forty eight, 
three annas, nine pice (348-3-9) pay- 
able to Mrs. Mary Colefox @ 2/3 
is 

:325 D of A 


£S. 60-0-0 


£S. 79-12-0 


£S. 934-5-0 


£S. 43-7-6 


£S. 564-8-6 


£S. 29-15-4 


£S. 230-5-0 


£S. 39-3-6 

X • 

\ 
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On do to Messrs Manningham and Frank- 
land account Robert Hall for CRs. 
. three thousand two hundred twenty 
six, ten annas, nine pice (3326-10-9), 
payable to Messrs Ralph Wilson & 
Son @ 2/3 is 

On do to do account William Wogan for 
CRs. two thousand seven hundred 
twenty eight, fifteen annas, six pice 
(2728-15-6) payable to William Wogan 
Junior @ 2/3 is 

On do to do do account Capt. Carteret Le 
Geyt for CRs. three thousand seven 
hundred forty, nine annas, nine pice 
(3740-9-9) payable to Capt. Carteret Le 
Geyt @ 2/3 is 

On do to do do being the nett proceeds of 
one chest of coral beads marked VD 
No. 1 per ship Norfolk account Joseph 
Salvador for CRs. three thousand one 
hundred twenty eight, ten annas, nine 
pice (3128-10-9) payable to Joseph 
Salvador @ 2/3 is 

On do to Richard Becher Esqr. for CRs. 
four hundred forty four, seven aimas 
(444-7) payable to Capt. Thomas 
Field @ 2/3 is 

On do to Thos. Blany for CRs. four hundred 
forty four, seven annas (444-7)’ pay- 
able to William Alexander @ 2/3 is 

On do to Capt. Thomas Tolson for CRs. 
twelve thousand (12000) payable to 
Capt. Thomas Tolson @ 2/3 is 

On do to Messrs Eyre, Kelsall, and Amyatt 
for CRs. four thousand four himdred 
forty four, seven annas (4444-7) payable 
fo William Kempe Esqr. @ 2/3 is 


£S. 363-0-0 


£S. 307-0-2, 
/ 


£S. 420-16-4 


£S. 351-19-9 


£S. .50-0-0 


£S. 50-0-0 


£S. 1350-0-0 


■£S. 500-0-0 
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On do. to Peter Amyatt account William 
Siimner for CRs. one thousand five 
hundred forty five, nine annas, three 
pice (1545-9-3) payable to David 
Findlay Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On do. to do. account Stanlake Batson for 
CRs. five thousand one hundred eighty 
three, fifteen annas, three pice 
(5183-15-3) payable to David Findlay 
Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On do. to Messrs. Manningham and Frank- 
land accoxmt Anthony D’Amaud 
Esqr. for CRs. eighteen thousand six 
hundred fifty six, twelve annas, three 
pice (18656-12-3) payable to Anthony 
D’Arnaud Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On 31st to Roger Drake and Chas. Man- 
ningham Esqrs. being the produce of 
one chest of coral marked T. No. 13 
imp. per Egmont for CRs. twelve 
thousand two hundred fifty one, five 
annas (12251-5-0) payable to Thomas 
Godfrey Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On do. to Roger Drake Esqr. being the 
produce of a chest of coral marked 
RB No. 3 imported per Egmont for 
CRs. fourteen thousand five hundred 
seventy nine, eight annas (14579-8-0) 
payable to Richard and William 
Barwell Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On 1st February to Paul Richard Pearkes 
Esqr. for CRs. one hundred sixty 
two (162) payable to Percival Bentley 
@ 2/3 is 

On 3rd to William Fullerton for CRs. five 
hundred forty three, four annas, six 
pice (543-4 t 6) payable to William 
Barwell Esqr. @ 2/3 is 


£S. 173-17-6: 


£S. 583-4-0 


£S. 2098-17-9' 


£S. 1378-5-& 


£S. 1640-3-0: 


£S. 18-4-6: 


£S. 61-2-4 



878 


J^ErTEB TO COUET 


On do to William Fullerton for CRs. two 
thousand (2000) payable to William 
Watts @ 2/3 is £S. 225-0-0 

Oh do to do account the estate of Captain 
Robert Veitch for CRs. fifteen thousand 
(15000) payable to James Veitch Esqr. 

@ 2/3 is £S. 1687-10-0 

On do to Messrs Kelsall and Amyatt for 
CRs. three hundred eighty nine, nine 
annas, nine pice (389-9-9) payable to 
Messrs Lascelles, Dewer and Pye @2/3 
is £S. 43-16-7 

On do to Mr. John Knox Junr. for CRs. 
eight hundred eighty eight, fourteen 
annas, three pice (888-14-3) payable to 
James Knox @ 2/3 is £S. 100-0-0 

On do to William Billers account William 
Smith for CRs. one hundred fifty 
[sic], one anna, three pice (151-1-3) 
payable to William Smith @ 2/3 is £S. 17-2-0 

On do to Paul Richard Pearkes Esqr; for 
CRs. two hundred sixteen (216) pay- 
able to Mrs, Cecilia Verelst @ 2/3 
is £S. 24-6-0 

On do to Edward Eyfe Esqr. for CRs. two 
hundred twenty two, three annas, six 
pice (222-3-6) payable to Richard Eyre 
Esqr. <§) 2/3 is £S. 25-0-0 

On do to do for CRs, three hundred fifty 
five, eight annas, nine pjce (355-8-9)1 
payable to Henrietta Kenton @ 2/3 is £S. 49-0-0' 

13. The whole amount of bills of exchange.is Current Rupees^ 
eighty thousand six himdred four, four annas, nme pice 
(80604-4-9) or £St. 9406-11-1. 

14. Since the close of our last Mr.. Holland Goddard has 
departed this life. 

15. By the Colchester we forwarded a letter to Your 
Honours from Mr. Holwell addressed to the Board under date 
the 30th January at a time we were assembled for that ship’s 
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On do. to Anselm Beaumont for CRs. 
two thousand five hundred four 
(2504) payable to Jon. Waters @ 2/3 is £S. 281-14-0 

On 31st January to Capt. Thomas Debuke 
for CRs. five hundred twenty six, • 
seven annas (526-7-0) payable to 
Edward Lord Chick @ 2/3 is £S 

On 3rd February to William Fullerton for 
CRs. seven hundred thirty nine, 
eight annas, nine pice (739-^9) pay- 
able to David Findlay Esqr. @2/3 £S. 83-4rO 

19. The whole amount of bills of exchange is Current 
Rupees one hundred eighty thousand three hundred twenty 
three, two annas, three pice (180323-2-3) or £S. 

20. We have repeated our orders to Mr. Goddard for 
returning to Europe, but as he is not only engaged in a law 
suit which is not yet determined but has been for some time 
past bed-rid and totally deprived of sight we are apprehensive 
it will not be in his power to leave India at all. 

21. Mr. Henry Andrews, surgeon of the Egmont, having;- 
attended the artificers we sent from hence to the Negaris, and 
the garriso[n] of that place likewise, during the sickly season,, 
applied on his return hither for an allowance to be made him' • 
for his trouble for which service we have allowed him two 
hundred fifty (250) ARupees, he having produced to us a certifi- 
cate f roni Mr. Henry Brooke setting forth the care he had taken 
of the sick at the Negrais. 

22. Some Pattna [sic] cloth being offered us we found! 
upon assorting them they turned some thing better in quality., 
than what we last year bought, upon which we endeavouredi 
to reduce the prices to 4 rupees per corge less than those of 
last year, but the merchants refusing to accept of that price,, 
we took them unon the same terms as those of last year, that 
is 89 A Rupees per corge for the baftaes and 79 A Rupees per 
corge for the emmerties. 

23. -Your Honours -will observe by the face of our Consulta- 
tion of the 30th ultimo that we were necessitated to suspend. 
Mr. Walpole Eyre from your service to preserve the respect due: 
to the Board, his imbecaming treatment of us in general but 
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dther alter, or amend these methods if we find any remark- 
able difference in the amount thus collected from what the 
gunge usually produced to Your Honours. 

17. Mr. Holwell’s motion that the dutys^of the gunge might 
be collected on the old establishment of 9-12 per cent (import 
and coyally together) and 3-12 on export would most certainly 
encrease the revenues,' since only a duty of 4 per cent has 
yielded CRs. twenty five thousand three hundred twenty four, 
nine annas, three pice (25324-9-3) , without which and the' ad- 
vance on the export of grain, instead of pointing out an 
encrease of CRs. one hundred three, two annas, nine pice 
(103-2-9) in the nett- amount revenues of this year compared 
with the year 1754, a decrease of more than ten thousand 
(10,000) rupees would have been the consequence as is very 
obvious. 

By the statement of the revenues the 

nett amount for 1753 was CRs. 113951-7-9 

The statement of 1754 the nett amount 114054-10-6 

* Increase deduct of export duty on rice the whole amoimt 
at 8 per cent being 15879 the difference between 
said duty @ 3.10 or 8 per cent is about 8000. 

Increase on the gunge by keeping it in the Company’s hands 
CRs. 2564-9-3, 10564-9-3, 103490-1-3, CRs. 10461-6-6. Allowing 
therefore the gunge to have sold for CRs. twenty two thousand 
seven hundred sixty (22760) as it did in 1752 (whereas 
the medium of fifteen years, 1752 included is only C (Rupees 
eleven thousand three hundred twenty eight 11328), still the 
real decrease of the revenues this last year would be CRs. ten 
thousand four hundred sixty one, six annas, six pice (10461-6-6). 

18. Our sole motive for keeping the gunge in our own 
hands has been a regard to the necessities and disstresses of our 
inhabitants, greater within these few years than ever were 
experienced in the memory of any 'of us, the’ cause we cannot 
presume to assign though the fact is beyond dispute, and as 
these disstresses still continue we hold ourselves indispensibly 
obliged to relieve and redress them by every means in our 
power, and hope therefore we may stand exculpated to Your 
Honours for not assenting to this motion of Mr. Holwell’s for 
collecting the duties of the gunge on the former establishment, 
notwithstanding the revenue ' therefrom ■ might' be extended to 
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after those already ordered by you have been preferred, as he 
is a person very well esteemed and approved of. 

28. Enclosed we send Your Honours an attested copy of a 
receipt given by Captain Edward Wills for an anchor he carried 
away from Ingelie weighing 33 cwt. the amount of which 
Your Honours will please to demand of the owners of the 
Elizabeth. 

29. We have laden sundry goods and merchandize on this 
ehip consigned to Your Honours as per invoice and bill of 
lading enclosed amounting to Current Rs. 931000. 

30. We have likewise laden on her sundry stores for the 
use of your island St. Helena amounting to CRs. 13,72-14. 

31. Mr. William Mackett who dispatches this ship from 
Ingelie will advise Your Honours of what else may be necessary 
from thence. 

32. We wish her a safe and speedy passage to Your Honours 
and are with the greatest respect. 

May it please Your Honours 

Your faithfpll and most obedient humble servanTfe. 

Roger Drake Jvinr./E. >H. Cruttenden/C. Manningham/ 
Richd. Becher/Paul Richard Pearkes/W. SYankland/hL 
Collet/J. Z. Holwell. 

Port William, 

■3rd February, 17^5. 


(Ref. Copies of records obtained from India Office, Yol. 
18. 1754-55, pp. 115-31. 

Para, 16 published in Long’s Selections from Unpublished 
Records of Government 1748-67, p. 62.) 
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LETTER DATED 3 SEPTEMBER 1755 

Correspondence between the Council and William Watts^ 
regarding fortifications of Fort William and obtaining permis- 
sion from the Nawab for establishment of a mint at Calcutta.. 

nnO the Hon’ble Court of Directors for Affairs of the 
Hon’ble United Company of Merchants of England 
Trading to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours 

We are honoured with your separaEte] letters to us, Colo* 
nel Scott and Wm. Watts Esqr. under date the 29th November 
1754 copy of which letter we forwarded to Mr. Watts at 
Cossimbuzar and required his sentiments thereon. As Your 
Honours will perceive by a transcript thereof herein enclosed,, 
his answer and our reply to the purport of what he wrote us. 
whereby we have the satisfaction to inform that we agree in 
sentiment with that gentleman and we are to assure you we- 
shall be attentive to embrace the first favourable opportunity 
to obtain a grant for a mint to be established in Calcutta. 

The death of Colonel Scott put a check to our pursuing his- 
plan (for securing the settlement from any attack of the- 
country forces) with much alacrity as we were cautious of lay- 
ing out much money until Your Honours signifyed your 
approbation of that work which shall now be set about in as 
expeditious a manner as the season of the year will permit 
our carrying it into execution. Here we must remark that the 
Government has not attempted to frustrate that design though, 
it has a formidable appearance. 

With respect to the principal fortification of Fort William- 
our intentions are set forth in our second letter to Mr. Watts, 
which will be abided by and as men of probity we give you 
our sincere assurances that the Company’s estate shall be- 
dealt with in the most frugal manner in the purchase of all 
material and expences attending thereon, in case events oblige- 
us to mske a beginning. In like manner we shall deal with^ 
the Company’s estate in those works already begun and in all 
other branches of their affairs regarding the distribution of 
their wealth with a watchfull eye to prevent imposition or 
wastage. - ' 
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5. We have likewise requested them to send us all our con- 
signments of treasure in rupees the ensuing season (as we do 
not find any demand for bullion), one sixth of which to be 
Madras Rupees and the remainder in Arcott, which species is 
at present in the greatest demand over the whole coxmtry. 

6. Some time before the dispatch of the Colchester from 
hence, our merchants offered us a parcel of ready money 
goods, which we directed the Export Ware House Keepers to 
open and assort in the cottah. Upon inspecting the goods we 
found them of a tolerable good quality and as we were willing 
to give encouragement for larger quantities to be provided and 
offered in the same manner in future, we agreed to give them 
the following prices for their goods viz., 

Cossaes Cogmaria 40 and 3 CRs. 11. 

Do Orna 40 and 2 ^9. 

Do Commercolly 5-6. 

which after much hesitation on their side they have at last 
agreed to accept as our ship was on the dispatch. 

7. The gentlemen at Cossimbuzar have informed us they 
called upon their merchants to give in musters of Guzzerat and 
Novemberbund silk with their terms of contract, that their 
merchants had accordingly given in their musters of those sort- 
ments, but refused to deliver the silk under 8-2 the November- 
bund and the Guzzerat in proportion, which was so very extrava- 
gant that they told their merchants if they did not lower their 
prices they must endeavour to procure Your Honours’ invest- 
ment by some other means. At the same time they advise us 
that after strict inquiry they really find the putney dearer this 
year than the last, so that they apprehend it will not be in 
their power to bring their merchants to contract on the same 
terms as last year. As yet we cannot ascertain in what manner 
we shall be able to finish those contracts. 

8. A revolution having happened in the government at Dacca, 
RagEbulluV is placed there as Nabob of the city for the present 
who has peremtorily demanded the usual visit from the three 
European nations. Upon his pressing this matter very urgently 
Mr. Clerembault and his Council paid his three thousand (3000) 
rupees to quiet his demand [s] and prevent the consequence of 
longer refusal which would have been attended with a stoppage 
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such advice properly whispered to the Nobob that great fleets 
and many forces are suspected to be preparing in France for 
this part of the globe will we think give him an alarm that 
that nation might be ambitious to extend their conquests in 
his territories, therefore facilitate any application we have to 
make and easily procure us his countenance and protection to 
prosecute our works and set aside any evil machinations that 
are on foot tending to the interruption of our trade here which 
we have reason to think are forming by the Nabob or some of 
his ministers, having lately received a perwannah for the trans- 
mitting the effects of Sutcby and Radanaut Cotmah and 
Gosseram deceased to him AUwerdi Cawn on pretence that 
those people died without male issue and that in such case the 
Mogul becomes heir. We have not further to add hereto but 
to desire your free sentiments on the subjects we now address 
you on and your particular attention to the proceedings of the 
Durbar that the provision of our investment is not impeeded 
and that we do not suffer by a stoppage of the Company’s 
business which if in agitation you will please us by setting 
forth what you think will be the easiest methods to be pursued 
to prevent interruption to the Company’s trade. We are, 

Your most obedient servants, 
Signed Roger Drake Junr., C. Manningham. 

Enclosure 2 

Transcript of William Watts his answer under date the 15th. 

August 1755, No. 1 

I received your favour of the 6th the 10th instant accom- 
panying a letter from the Hon’ble Court of Directors with 
several paragraphs of their letters per Godolph [in] and York. 
The purport of this letter requiring the utmost considbration, 
I hope you will not think me remiss in not replying to your 
favour sooner. I observe our hon’ble masters are almost posi- 
tive in their orders to apply for leave to fortifye before we begin 
•and principally in consideration of a letter they received from 
Colonel Scott importing that the French were stopped from 
going on with their works for near two years but as i am called 
upon to give my sentiment freely on this occasion must 
declare to you gentlemen that I think a previous application 
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do itv and. every, new building would be called a new forlifyca- 
tion for a pretence to extort money from us. But in case a 
stoppage .<4hould 'be put to our proceeding after we begin our 
works, I have very little doubt' of our being able to gel permis- 
sion to continue tnem on as reasonable terms as we should 
obtain a previous ordon Huckembeg is the person most busy In 
seeking pretences to extort money therefore "with permission 
[sic]. In case Your Honour etc. .should determine to set' about 
fortifying without applying for leave I shall keep a watchfuil 
eye on him and in case he should appear desirous of bringmg 
us into trouble on that account I shall endeavour to content 
him and get him to prevent any stoppage being put to our 
works which I believe is in his power and which a handsome' 
present may induce him to use in our behalf. In the mean 
time or until I am favoured with a reply to this I shall make 
it my business to confirm the report which has already reached 
the Durbar of the great armaments preparing in France ana 
destined for these parts and endeavour to learn what notice the 
Nabob takes of this report. In regard to the demand on the- 
Cotmahs and Monick I must add that if that affair is not 
speedily brought to an issue a stoppage will I am told be put 
to our hon’ble masters’ business. The advantage that would 
accrue from the establishing a mint in Calcutta are so great 
that I would not leave any means untryed whereby a permis- 
sion for it may possibly be obtained but the immense profit the 
Seats reap from the quantity of Arcot, Madrass and Bombay 
Rupees imported by us, the batta whereof they raise or lower 
at their- pleasure, will undoubtedly, engage them even at a 
large expence to obstruct our- views, as -soon as. they have .notice, 
of. them-, on- which -. account- all • applications -. on this - head must- 
be:: made with the: greatest secrecy and- circumspection.- I- ami 
with the: greatest respect,- 


Your . most- obedient . humble, servant. 

Signed" Wm. Watts.- 


Enclosure:; 3? 

Transcript of the reply, to William Watts his letter of the 15th' 
August under date, the 22nd of August 1755, No. 2 

We have received 'your favour of 'the 15tH August; The peru- 
sal thereof gave us much satisfaction in that we are of one' 
accord and we believe had - Colonel ' Scott d-welt such a time 
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11. Upon weighing the several circumstances which .at pre- 
sent subsist at that factory and the prejudice which Raga> 
bullub’s future resentment might be of to Your Honours’ 
affairs, and considering it is now the proper time for giving 
out their pultun, we are of opinion the payment of this money 
was a prudent step at this juncture, and have accordingly 
signified our approbation to the gentlemen there, but have at 
the same time cautioned them not to pay any large sums to 
the Durbar without our permission first obtained. 

12. We are now to advise Your Honours of the several sums 
for which we have granted bills of exchange by this ship at 
2s. 3d. each rupee. 

On 25th February to Edward Holden 
Cruttenden Esqr. for CRs one 
thousand ten, ten annas, three pice 
(1010-10-3) payable to William Price 
@ 2/3 is £S. 113-13-11. 

On 28th to Charles Manningham Esqr. 
account the estate of William Hume 
deceased for CRs. one hundred sixty 
two, four annas (162-4) payable to 
Francis Hume @ 2/3 is £S. 28-11-8. 

'On do to do account the estate of Francis 
Wollaston deceased for CRs. one hun- 
dred sixty five, three annas, three 
pice (165-3-3) payable to Willian^ 

Wollaston Esqr. @ 2/3 is £S. 28-11-8, 

On do. to Messrs Manningham and Frank- 
land being the net proceeds of one 
chest Of coral beads marked I/S “No. 9 
per ship TTorfolk account Judah Supino 
'for CRs. four thousand ten, twelve 
annas, nine pice (4010-12-3) payable 
to Judah Supino @ 2/3 is £S. 451-4-3. 

On do to Charles Manningham Esqr. for 
CRs. two thousand two hundred 
twenty two, three mmas, six pice 
(2222-3-6) payable to Thomas l^nnin- 
gham Esq. @ 2/3 is 


£S. 250-0-U 
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On do to do do do for CRs. four thousand 
four hundred forty four, seven annas 
(4444-7) payable to Mrs. Priscilla 
Wastell @ 2/3 is 

On do to Francis Stevenson for CRs. two 
• thousand one hundred sixty (2160) 
payable to Miles Smith Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On do to the Hon’ble Roger Drake Esqr. 
account the estate of Robert Browne 
for CRs. three thousand two hundred 
sixty nine, four annas (3269-4) payable 
to Roger Drake Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On do to do for CRs. one thousand seven 
hundred seventy four, eight annas 
(1774-8) payable to Messrs Roberts 
and Baynes @ 2/3 is 

On do to do account , the estate of Charles 
Wilkins deceased for CRs. nine 
thousand six hundred twelve, three 
annas (9612-3) payable to Roger Drake 
Esqr @ 2/3 is 

On do to Messrs. Manningham and Frank- 
land account Capt. James Barton for 
CRs. two hrmdred forty one, fifteen 
annas (241-15) payable to Capt. James 
Barton @ 2/3 is 

On do to do account Anthony D’Amaud 
Esqr. for CRs. two thousand nine hun- 
dred eighty nine, fourteen annas, nine 
pice (2989-14-9) payable to Anthony 
D’Arnaud Esq. @ 2/3 is 

On do to Capt. Thomas Tolson for CRs. 

■ one thousand and five hundred (1500) 
payable to Capt. Thomas Tolson @2/3 
is 

On do to Messrs Kelsall and Amyatt for 
CRs. six hundred sixty (660) payable to 
Daniel Lescelles Esqr. @ 2/3 is 


£S. 500-0-0. 

£S. 243-0-0. 

£S. 367-15-9. 

£S. 199-12-7. 

£S. 1081-7-4 

£S. 27-4-4. 

£S. 336-7-3 

£S. 168-15-0. 


£S. 74-5-0. 
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in view I am doubtfull of the success of them. The Nabob* 
is now at Agah Diep, therefore have heard nothing concerning 
the letters. I have the pleasure to advise you that from the 
reports I have occasioned to be spread abroad I have instilled 
such a jealousy in the Nabob of the French that Hackembeg 
and the Subah Duan Rajah Omeydray assure me that he will 
give us an ordier to the sEme purport as that obtained by Mr. 
Pprster whenever he is certain that the force is intended for 
these parts. I am with the greatest respect, 

Your most obedient humble servant,. 

Signed Wm. Watts. 

(Ref. Copies of records obtained from India Office, Letters 
to Court, Vol. 4, 1755-57, pp. 1—11. 

Extracts published in Wilson's Old Fort William, Vol. II. 
pp. 27—30.) 
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LETTER DATED 11 SEPTEMBER 1755 


Shipping details — high prices of cotton and rice and demand- 
of Patna merchants for pattar. — a statement of purchases at 
the several aurungs — a parwana received from the Nawab for 
clearance of the business in Burdwan — of exchange draivn 
on the Company. 

rrO the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the* 
Hon’ble the United Company of Merchants of England 
Trading to the East Indies- 

May it please Your Honours 

1. Our several advices of last season were transmitted on* 
the Norfolk and Winchelsea, via Madras, the Montford, Col- 
chester and Egmont, directly hence, the Elizabeth via Fort 
Marlbro’ and the York via Tellicherry and bore date viz., 9* 
and 12th September, the 7th, 20th and 22nd December, 1754,. 
the 9th January, the 3rd February and the 1st March, 1755. 
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dispatch and therefore delayfed giving our sentiments thereon 
till we had more maturely weighed the contents. The para- 
graph respecting the gunge implying (in our conception) a 
disregard in every member of the Board to the interest of our 
employers, or at least an inattention we are not concious 
of we beg permission to referr to our several Consultations 
since taking the gunge last year into our own hands to this 
present time and Yoiu: Honours will observe we were tempted 
to make this trial from the real distress and misery of our 
inhabitants by a scarcity and dearness of grain as is amply 
sett forth in our first minute on this affair when we agreed 
that in future all grain imported from Doolia and Bakergunge 
should be landed solely at the gunge and a duty levied on the 
import of 4 per cent, at the same time encreasing the duty on 
export from 3-12 to 8 per cent, hoping by this method no loss 
would ensue to Your Honours from the alteration then made, 
reserving the power of altering or amending the same as cir- 
cumstances offered. 

16. By this trial we found the revenue of the gunge consi- 
derably encreased, since CRs. twenty five thousand three hun- 
dred twenty four, nine annas, three pice (25324-9-3) was col- 
lected by a duty on import of 4 per cent, whereas the medium 
for which the gunge sold fifteen years past( 1752 included) was 
only CRs. eleven thousand three hundred twenty eight (11328) 
and in 1752 CRs twenty two thousand seven hundred sixty (22760) 
Witheut any account being made of the duty on export which 
in 1764 at 8 per cent amounted to CRs. fifteen thousand eight 
hiliidred seventy nine (15879) and in 1753 @ 3-12 per cent five 
thousand seven hundred ninety nine, eight annas, three pice 
(5799-8-3). But as this duty of 8 per cent appeared a most heavy 
burthen on the present unhappy state of trade we were prompt- 
ed to reduce the same to its former standard of 3-12 per cent, 
and so little encouragement is there for an export of grain 
by this reduction of the duty that none of our shipping carry 
with them more’ than absolutely requisite for their ballast, 
and were a calculate made it might be proved not one fifth 
part of the grain usually exported from hence has been carried 
out this season. In order likewise to encourage a greater im- 
portation we assented to take off the duty of 4 per cent paid 
by the import and levy instead thereof the duty of coyally on 
the purchaser, still hoping we may be able to prevent Your 
Honours suffering by the revenue of the gunge, as we can 
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in a' letter of the 27th March they should consign to the supra- 
cargoes at Canton. 

6. Having advised Mr. Bourchier and his Council that we 
should send the- York to that coast to be fitted up and dis- 
patched to Europe we had the satisfaction to receive a letter 
from them in reply under date the 1st February in which they 
made no doubt the gentlemen at Tellicherry would be able to 
compleat her tonnage in pepper with the assistance of Anjengo 
for which purpose they had sent an express boat to that factory 
with necessary orders. 

7. They informed us likev.dse of their having given directions 
for providing cotton for two ships before the receipt of our 
letter intimating that we expected to send them two of your 
ships to be returned with cotton cargoes and that Capt. Baron’s 
bill of lading being given up without his being charged with 
the damage of the bales of broad cloth transhipped from the 

^ Winchelsea on board the Montford arose from the neglect of 
the then Accomptant who omitted to report that Captain 
Yincent had excepted thereto which they promise to represent 
to Your Honours. 

8. By the Speedwell,' one of our country ships, Mr, George 
Pigot and. his Council transmitted the packett per Rhoda under 
our address, with a letter dated 21st June in which they judged 
from the latitude given us by Your Honors to compleat the' 
tonnage, of your ships with a large proportion of saltpetre they 
should be able to return two ships for- Europe in September and 
for that purpose requested if it met with our approbation that 
we would divide our bales -equally on-two ships and- compleat 
the tonnage of both with saltpetre consigned to them that they 
might take out as much as -would make 'room -for their own 
bales .which they apprehended would not exceed -two -hundred 
<200) tonns. 


9; . Having, taken' -this -letter of the - President' an'd. -Coimcir al' 
Fort St.- George- into consideration! we- replied thereto' oh' -to'e' 
15th July and advised them that in consequence' of; what they 
had wrote we should send them the first ship we had in readi- 
ness with three hundred-(300) 'tonns of'saltpetre, thirty (30) tonns 
of.' red wood and’ the remainder of- Her tonnage in bales, that 
we could'' not acquiesce -with their proposall of sending' up two 
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forty thousand rupees (40,000) instead of what now collected, 
for we cannot presume Your Honours intend to enhance your 
Tevenues by the distress of your inhabitants as you have 
repeatedly inculcated a different conduct in many stomg per- 
suasive paragraphs of your late commands. 

19. We beg leave to assert we are' equally relous for 
promoting the true interest and credit of our employers and 
could we esteem this method proper to be persued in our 
present situation, we should have cheerfully assented thereto, 
since Your Honours may be assured we shall not wantonly 
relinquish any part of your reverues; but in cases where the 
weilfare of the inhabitants (in our conception) is so essentially 
connected the refraining from a present advantage is the true 
■interest of our employers as an increase may be attended with 
•distress if not odium and disgrace. 

20. We think proper to acquaint Your Honours that the 
Madeira wine sent us this year by the St. George has proved 
but very indifferent, all of it in general being poor and weak 
bodied, by which means several of the pipes in fining have 
turned quite sour. 

21. We have laden on this ship sundry goods and merchan- 
dize as per invoice and bill of lading enclosed amounting to 
Current Rupees eight hundred seventy four thousand (874000). 

22. We have likewise laden on her sundry stores for the use 
nf your island St. Helena amoimting to CRuppees 1898-2-6. 

23. Mr. Mathew Collett who dispatches this ship from 
Ingelie will advise Your Honouxs what else may be necessary 
from thence. 

We wish her a safe and speedy passage and are 
May it please Your Honours 

Your most faithful and most obedient humble servants, 
Roger Drake Junr/E. H. Cruttenden/C. Maxmingham*/ 
Richd. Becher/Paul Richard Pearkes/W. Frankland/M 
Collet/W. Mackett/J. Z. HoUweU. 

Port William, 

1st March, 1755. , 

(Ref. Copies of records obtained from India- Office, Vol. 18, 
1754-1755, pp. 132-45.) 
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Warehouse Keeper to give proper notice at the sale we made' 
on tlie 18th November of woollen goods that we should forbear 
making another sale of that article during the space of six. 
months from that period which we accordingly complied with, 
but upon the expiration of that limilt wc advertized an outcry 
of woollen goods for the 19th June on which day we agreed, 
to put them up that we might make a Uyall before the arrivall 
of the ships of this season. 

13. We met accordingly on the 10th June to put our woollen- 
goods up to sale, but having learnt by private letters that 
Your Honours proposed to consign us but three ships this year 
and in all probability but a small quantity of woollen goods, 
being likewise well informed that the Bombay Castle was- 
arrived on the Coast by which ship we had reason to expect 
we should receive some advices to guide us in this branch of 
your affairs and as we might expect your directions hereon, 
every hour by some of our country shipping returning from the 
Coast we agreed to deferr the sale till the 30th of that month 
when we again deferred it till that day fortnight as we had 
not then received any letters from Your Honours and the same- 
reason still subsisted as before. 

14. In the interim we were honoured with your commands 
of the 29th November by which we observed there were but- 
three hundred and thirty (330) bales of woollen goods intended 
for our settlement and as we were in hopes the notice of so- 
small a supply might induce the purchasers of broad cloth to 
bid with more spirit at our sales we agreed to prolong the- 
time of sale to the 20th August that those buyers who live at 
any distance might have timely notice; we wrote likewise to- 
the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar to acquaint such purchasers of 
woollen goods as resided at Muxadavad how small a quantity 
would be consigned us this season and the day we had fixed' 
upon for our sales. 

15. What success our endeavours have met with in respect, 
to this branch of your affairs Your Honours will perceive by 
the account sales of the 20th August enclosed in this packett : 
for your observation in which there are some sortments that 
we found no biddem for; we have therefore agreed to deferr- 
a further tryall till the 15th November of which we have givem 
publick notice as directed. 
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make bold -to make known to Your -Honours that it is 
•Jiighly necessary to send three or four expert gentlemen edu- 
tcated in the branch of engineering and carrying on in the most 
regular manner plans of fortification, as experience -teaches -us 
to verifye this general observation that men’s lives advanced 
to or nigh the age of forty are very precarious in such) a change 
of climate from, their native country, therefore successor 
should be appointed to prevent the inconveniences we now 
labour under. This we submit to your consideration deeming 
ourselves attached to our hon’ble employers’ interest and that 
we are with great truth. 

May it please Your Honours 

Your most faithful servants, 
Roger Drake Junr. and C. Manningham. 

Fort William, 

-3, September, 1755. 

(Extracts from last .paragraph published in liong-s 
Selections from Unpwhlished Records 1748-67, p. 63.) 


Enclosure I 

Transcript of a letter to William Watts Esqr., Chief at 
Cossimbuzar, dated the 6th August 1755, No. 1. 

We send for your notice the Court of Directors’ separate 
-address to us and on the purport thereof we are to crave your 
opinion how far you think it proper to make present applica- 
tion to the Nabob or the inconveniences if any which you 
think might attend our prosecuting Colonel Scot his plan for 
the fortification of this settlement without previous leave or 
.connivance from the Government or whether a less gift to be 
bestowed for such permission as well for the proctuement of 
^ grant for the establishing a mint here would be -accepted in 
such manner as that we could depend on not suffering any 
molestation in the carrying on those works and here we have 
further to give you notice -that great armaments are preparing 
in France and that our Company have thought proper to give 
directions ttat we be on our guard. In the present critical 
situation of affairs between the English and French nations 
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.20. .It .is with the i greatest satisfaction wc observe Your 
:Hono,urs approve . of .our dismissing our late dadney merchants 
:and ,in general of the plan we have pursued in the -provision of 
your investment at this Presidency for which we can assure- 
Your Honours we have given the strictest attention and have- 
taken every precaution in our power to prevent your estate 
being embezzled by those we have employed as gomastahs or 
•incurring any loss by bad debts from delolls or weavers and it 
is with pleasure we find our care had hitherto been attended, 
with as much success as could have been expected from it. 
We shall continue our utmost endeavours to prevent your being" 
any sufferers by trusting our gomastahs with as little money 
at one time as possible but it is not practicable to confine 
ourselves to so small a sum as twenty thousand (20,000) rupees 
at those aurungs which are at any great distance from Calcutta, 
as it would be a prodigious disadvantage to the . purchases 
made , at those aurungs for reasons already given .upon the face- 
of our Consultations. As we never send any supplies of -money 
till advices are received ;that the greatest part of what they 
had in hand before is invested and the cloth come in and. 
always take care to .make such gomastahs find -.very able secu- 
rity, we . do nott apprehend Your Honours run any material 
risque. 

21. Inclosed in this packett we transmitt the -accounts current 
of the aurungs at which we employ gomastahs as well as one 
generall account of all the aurungs for your observation -with 
the particulars of the ballance specified under -their reqiectivfr 
heads. The .amount of ready money GRs. <147912^12-6 was- 
chiefly sent up to the aurungs in December and January and 
the gomastahs had not time to invest the same when their 
accounts were closed in February and of the sum of CRs.. 
30993-4-9 outstanding CRs. 3880-6-9 has since been collected. 

22. The gomastahs’ accounts have been adjusted to the 28th. 
February and were delivered into .Council on the .1st instant by 
the Export Warehouse .Keepers and referred to the Committee of. 
Warehouse for examination. 

23. We shall give Your Honours a particular account of the- 
state of our. aurungs by the letter under the established heads- 
when we shall be better able to judge of the' purchases -made- 
and remains of money and goods to which we beg leave to her 
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to the Nabob of leave to fortifye Calcutta a step highly improper 
for us to take; for in case the Nabob should absolutely refuse 
us his permission we must at once give over all thoughts of 
fortifying or do it in defiance of him. And the Nabob’s cofEers 
are so far from being empty as our hon’ble masters have been 
informed that from the time he made up his dispute with the 
Mora ties and disbanded the greater part of his forces he has 
undoubtedly laid up every year a large sum and is now- 
esteemed so immensely rich that if his permission is to be 
obtainedi for money, the sum we are at liberty to offer, part 
whereof must of necessity be divided amongst his ministers, 
would, I fear, appear to him very inconsiderable. But 
it is far from being certain that any stoppage would be put to our 
work were we to begin them without shewing any diflBdence of 
our right to secure our effects and/ settlement in the best 
manner we can, notwithstanding what happened to the French. 
They are settled here only by verbal leave from the Subah 
of the province, and the neighbourhood of Chandemagore t© 
Hough ly might occasion umbrage to be taken at their enlarg- 
ing their fortifications, especially at a time they carried on 
little or no trade and were, in consequence of the success they 
met with on the Coromapdel Coast, looked upon here as an 
enterprizing people with more of the spirit of the soldier that 
the merchant in them, and that the Nabob was particularly 
jealous of them at that time appears from the contents of a 
paper Mr. Forster obtained from him and which I believe is. 
now in his Honour’s possession. On the contrary we are 
settled in Calcutta by a full and positive phirmatmd from the 
King from which we have reason to insist on a ripht to secure 
our settlement in such manner as we think necessary and the 
Nabob not having had of late years such reason to be jealous 
of us as of the French and never having taken the least notice 
of the ditch cut round CaJcutta or any other works since carried 
on there though they appear to these people equally formid- 
able to what the French set about wihich was no more than 
rebuilding and enlarging their bastions. Besides as I before 
observed it is far from being certain that he will take any 
notice of our making. Calcutta defensible though we may be 
assured his previous leave could not be obtained without a 
considerable sum of money and would for ever be attended with, 
this ill consequence that should we in future find it necessary 
to make any addition to the strength of the place or to repair 
even any decayed works it will be necessary to pay for leave to 
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our business and a strong reprimand to the rajah for acting in 
the manner he did by his own authority. 

25. We shall comply with your direction in relation to the 
demand of the Director and Council at Hughley, should they 
renew it. 

26. We shall pay a due regard to your orders in regard to 
the fortifications Collonell Scott had projected for the defence 
of the place against a country enemy which are carrying on 
agreeable to his instructions but are not yet near finished. Mr. 
Wells who was recommended by the Collonell to overlook those 
woi'ks being dead we have directed Mr. Barth Plaisted to see 
them executed; for what msy relate further to those works or 
any others that may be found necessary for the defence of the 
settlement we beg leave to referr Your Honours to the gentle- 
men you have entrusted on that head. 

27. As soon as the Hardwick is dispatched for Europe we 
shall take Mr. Holwell’s state of the revenues into consideration 
in consequence of Your Honours’ directions, and have ordered 
that gentleman to affix lists of the severall duties collected at 
each buzar on provisions etc, at the most publick places for 
the information of the inhabitants in general, 

28. Enclosed in this packett is transmitted a copy of Mi 
Holwell’s letter relating to the ground rent which was omitted 
to be entered after our Consultations by the carelessness of the 
copiers. We have in consequence of this complaint charged 
our Secretary to look more narrowly to those young gentlemen 
who transcribe our Consultations and take particular care that 
all materiall papers laid before the Board are entered upon our 
diary. 


29, We have taken the liberty to allow the Head Assistant 
at the cutcherry the same salary as the Deputies of other offices 
receive which is five hxmdred (500) Sicca Rupees per annum. 
We hope Your Honours will not disapprove of our making him 
this allowance as his post requires a close attention as well 
as a knowledge of the country language. 

30. Upon receipt of your orders of the 29th November 1754 
we appointed Mr. Charles O’Hara an assistant ingineer and 
shall allow him the same salary as the gentlemen at the Coa^ 
give the assistant engineers. He has our orders to overlook 
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% whicfi means th'e ' posts of Collector of the Consulage- and 
Register of the Dusticks becoming vacant we joined them 
together on account of their connection and they were con- 
ferred on Mr. Thomas Coales and Mr. Frankland being appoint- 
ed upon the Committee of Export Warehouse, Mr. Nathan 
Drake was nominated Deputy Export Warehouse* Keeper 
upon the recommendation of Mr. Manningham. 

36. Your Honours will observe by our Consultations of the 
28th. August that the severall committees appointed in your 
-commands per Eastcourt have been constituted by the Board 
and will take effectual care to put your orders and instructions 
into execution. 

37. We have duly transmitted to the severall subordinates 
such parts of your commands per Eastcourt as relate to their 
respective factories and have strenuously recommended it to 
them to pay due observance to those orders and apply them- 
selves to an assiduous discharge of their duty to their employer.? 
now in order to reinstate themselves in Your Honours’ good 
opinion. 

38. Mr. William Rider being arrived was put upon the line 
of servants on the rank he held before he left India for his 
health, pursuant to your orders and is stationed an assistant in 
the cutcherry, 

t 

39. We are now to acquaint Your Honours of the sums for 
•v/hich we have granted bills of exchange at 2/3 each rupee, the 
amount thereof being first duly accounted for in our treasury. 

On the 11th August to Richard Bscher 
Esqr. account the estate of John Hall 
deceased for Current Rupees four 
thousand five hundred and thirty three, 
five aimaes and six pice (4533-5-6) 
payable to Messrs Nettleton an^ 

Raikes @ 2/3 is ^St- 5110 

On ditto to Peter Duncan for CRs. one 
thousand eight hundred (1800) payable 
to Messrs. Joseph and Francis Fowkes 
@2/3 is ' £St. 202-10-0. 



v. ‘,;h 3:.'.vr Jjjmj » morc intimric circums- 

r !> ;!.!•-? tJ-.f ii'v r.aisrnlV. novcrnmvnt and the vena- 

h’y i.i S'.;?..!?,-. i)ii - 1 h:s naturnl good, un- 

ilf g;vi’n him difTvront ideas tf:on those 
'ic V ' Vi.’-v<- 1 ;* < n sir;.'. v.'i'.h. It has hitherto been 

\.'jy to th:? wtih iivnl that cvcrv gentleman who 

h:.-. h.-.J c;;j.iv:i'.y h.r. Jjeen ;.iijjf*;nt<.ci bj* our employers to 
^»rt:fy«- th:-. jd.ir.' have not lived even to make a beginning 
« :> t? «- p’.-tn:- propo.'.cd. We h.ave therefore agreed to wait our 
mra t' r:’ hi' t command’; by this year’s shipping when if they 

: iv ;ib:.<)h!tc and tie situation of affairs in Europe portends 

w. -.r v.‘e must e.mploy those who have the most ONpcrienco and 
Itnovvk'dj.v to execute plans of fortifyca'iion and this we shall 
put in })rac;ico without shewing any difTidcncc to the right 
v.<‘ have ol secufini; our settelment. We send you copy of 
wl at wrote to the jvahob in reply to his perwannah for the 
delivery of effect;: of Sutchy and Rndnnaut Colmahs and 
Go-.'a-r.i!;} wi) c)j v-'i: .hope v.'j|l ptevcnl cny futhor trouble on 
that account. In relation to the procuring leave for the cstab- 
li.'hmen*. of a mint 1 ere we iind it nufit be a work of time if 
ever to be ftblaijjec without a mucli larger prc.scnl than we are 
limited to give. At the ’same time we doubt not your em- 
bracing ;ri opportunity when you find a favourable one to 
obtain so great an advantage as would by such grant accure 
to ilie East India Company. We are. 

Your most obedient servants, 
Signed Roger Drake Junr., C. Manningham. 


Unclomrc 4 

Transcript of Mr. Watts hi.s reply to our letter of the 22nd 
August under date the 2r.d September 1755, No. 2. 

T received your favour of the 22nd the 2Gth ultimo. Your 
approving of my opinion of not applying to the Nabob for 
leave to fortifye gave me groat sctisfaclion. I attentively 
have read the copy of your answer to the Nabob’s perwannah. 
The reasons you there give are strong and would be valid any- 
where but under a lawless arbitrary government, but from 
the little regard this Nabob and his Prime Minister Hackembeg 
have ever shewed for justice where money has been the points 
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On ditto to ditto ditto account George Heath 
for CRs. eleven hundred fourteen and 
three annaes (1114-3) payable to George 
Heath (2) 2/3 is £St. 125-6-11:. 

On ditto to ditto ditto account Capt. Major 
James iCilpatrick by order of Messrs 
Wailsh and Vansittart of Madrass for 
CRs. twelve thousand nine hundred 
fifty six, twelve annaes and three pice 
(12956-12-3) payable to Major James 
Kilpatrick @ 2/3 is £St. 1457-12-S» 

On ditto to ditto ditto being the full return 
of one box coral marked F.S. No. 1 
imported at Fort St. George per Mont- 
ford Capt. Hanslapp anno 1749 for 
CRs. two thousand three hundred 
and three, fifteen annas and three 
pice (2303-15*3) payable to Mr. Joseph 
Salvadore executor of Mr. Jacob 
Salvadore and of Mr. Francis Salva- 
dore, absent, Mr. Joseph Salvadore 
to his assigns @ 2/3 is £St. 259-3-11; 

On ditto to ditto ditto account Edward 
Edwards for CRs. two thousand one 
hundred and fifty six, twelve annaes 
and three pice (2156-12-3) payable to 
Edward Edwards @ 2/3 is £St. 242-12-9* 

On ditto to ditto ditto account Anthony 
D’Amaud Esqr. for CRs. one thousand 
four hundred thirty nine, twelve annaes 
and three pice (1439-12-3) payable to 
Anthony D’Arnaud Esqr. @ 2/3 is £St. 161-19-6* 

On ditto to William Watts, Charles Mannin- 
gham and John Zephaniah Holwell 
account Elizabeth Glenn for CRs. nine 
hundred thirty four, eight annaes and 
nine pice (934-8-9) payable to Archibald 
Sterling Esqr. @ 2/3 is 


£Sl. 105-2-9- 
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2. In those letters we gave Your Honours a full account of 
your affairs since the departure of the Falmouth, and the 
Hardwick, Capt. John Jamson, being now imder dispatch for 
Fort St. George to be returned home from thence, we take that 
opportunity to acknowledge the receipt of your commands of 
the 29th November 1754 and the 31st January 1755 and to give 
Your Honours a summery account of our transactions since 
the dispatch of the Egmont, Capt. Thomas Tolson, by Mr. 
Matthew Collet which ship left Ingellie the 1st March and 
drew 17ft. 7 in. water upon an even keel. 

3. We congratulate Your Honours on the safe arrival here 
of your ships Hardwick and Eastcourt, the first of which we 
are now returning to the gentlemen at Fort St. George who 
edvised us in consequence of what we wrote them on the 10th 
March they should have about two hundred (200) tons of bales 
ready in September. We have therefore laden on her three 
hundred (300) tons of saltpetre, her charter party tonnage of 
red wood, her St. Hellena stores, and have compleated her 
tonnage with bales; one reason for lading that quantity of 
saltpetre is to obviate any mispresentations of the gentlemen 
on the Coast, as thereby it will be left in their powers to take 
out such tonnage of that article as will make room for the 
bales they have in readiness to be shipped on board, which 
may prevent too long a detention of the Hardwick on the 
CorronJandell Coast and furnish them with saltpetre to lay in 
the warehouse to answer any occasions and we must here 
observe to Your Honours that the ship Hardwick’s packett did 
not reach us untill the 2nd ultimo though she arrived so early 
at Madrass as the 19th June. 

4. The President and Council of Port St. George xmder date 
the 21st June make mention that they should advise us by the 
Coast and Bay ships if there would be any need to send one 
of Yom* Honours* ships to relieve the Denham, for want of 
which! notice by the Eastcourt we have directed Cspt. Arthur 
Evans to hold that ship in readliness to proceed thither upon 
the first notice, by which order we have shewed! our intention 
that the Denham should arrive with us at a proper season to 
be dispatched for Europe. 

5. We acquainted Your Honours last seaison that we had sent 
the Brittania and Kent back to Madras with cargoes of rice 
which ships the President and Council there informed us 
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On ditto to Captain Arthur Evans for 
CRs. seventeen thousand seven hun- 
dred seventy seven, twelve ahnaes 
and six pice (17777-12-6) payable to 
Mrs. Mary Evans or the Reverend 
Mr. Henry Evans @ 2/3 is 

On ditto to Charles Manningham Esqr. 
account John Cartier for CRs. five 
hundred thirty three, five annaes and 
three pice (533-5-3) payable to Stephen 
Law Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On ditto to Allan Hutton for CRs. one 
thousand •and sixty six, ten annaes 
and nine pice (1066-10-9) payable to 
Richard Newton @ 2/3 is 


£St. 2000' 


£St. eih 


£St. 120 


40. The whole amount of bills of exchange is current rupees. 
1,56,240-8-9 or pound sterling 17,579-10-6. 


41. Capt. Samson and Evans have been duely sworn to their- 
bills in consequence of your orders. 


42. Enclosed in this packett we transmitt Your Honours a- 
report of the copper landed from the Hardwick and likewise- 
a report of the Madeira landed from that ship by which there - 
appeared a leakage of near eight pipes exclusive of the usual . 
leakage in each pipe. We directed a survey to be made thereon 
by Capt. Evans Lutton Mackinath and Walmsley and their 
report is enclosed in this packett and as it was their opinion, 
the leakage was occasioned by a pressure of weight stored upon. 
the pipes we have demanded the amount of those pipes with 
thirty (30) per cent of their invoice from Captain Samson who- 
requesting it might be referredft home to be adjusted between 
Your Honours and his owners we have complied -w’ith his re- 
quest. We beg leave to remark in th.is place that the staves- 
of the pipes received this season are extremely thin and will 
scarce hold together. 

43. The gentlemen of Cossimbuzar ha-ving sent us down three- 
bales of raw silk the putney whereof was provided by them- 
selves and wound off in their own factory we have laden one- 
of them on the Hardwick for Your Honours’ observation; the 
ends are knotted instead of being twisted agreeable to your- 
directions and the letters not run into one another. 
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:ship!; in September lo be fitted up at their Presidency as Your 
Honours had recommended it to us lo dispatch home an early 
ship or two directly hence and the small quantity of bales they 
were likely lo have would lay us under a necessity of loading 
almost four fifths of each ship from this place and by that 
means jiul it out of our power lo comply with Your Honours' 
directions, 

10. In that letter we intimated to the President and Council 
of Fort St. George that we were in hopes from the small 
number of ships de.slined this year for the Coast and Bay we 
should have it in our power for concert with them and the 
expectation we had of Govemour Bourchier and his Council 
assisting us with filling up one ship at least lo free Your 
Honours entirely of the heavy burthen of ships now remaining 
in India a.s well as lho!?o expected this season, especially as 
wc were permitted to lade a large proportion of sall-petre on 
each ship. We tlierefore requested they would inform us as 
soon as possible what quantity of bales they should have in 
readiness by January and whcllier they would chuse one or 
two .«5hips to be .sent them from hence in that month lo be 
filled up and returned to Europe. Here we beg leave lo acquaint 
Your Honours that wc cannot tax ourselves with supinenes:. 
in not giving the earliest advices to the gentlemen at Madrass 
and Bombay after receiving any intelligence of the number of 
ships allotted to proceed hither when we were at a certainty 
how many wo could provide for with cargoes for Europe and 
beg leave to be referred to our Consultations of the 3 'ear 1753 
•and 1754 and collections of letters sent those years for the 
truth of what we now alledge wherein it will appear that so 
early as the 25th May and 10th October 1753 we addressed the 
President of Madrass and Bombay acquainting them with the 
amount of tonnage we could supply and desired lo know how 
far they could assist in employing to the best advantage such 
ships as were to remain in India that season to which, purpose 
wc likewise addressed those Presidencys on the 19th March and 
■2nd November 1754. 

11. Capt. Samson’s requests and the reports of the Hardwick 
within board Madeira landed (sic) etc. are enclosed in this 
packett. 

12. In our letter per Montford imder the established heads 
Ave advised Your Honours that we had directed the Import 
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2. In that letter we advised of the safe arrival here of the 
Hardwick and Eastcourt since when the Duke of Dorset import- 
ed safe at this place of which we congratulate Your Honours. 

3. The Hardwick was sent to Fort St. George to be filled 
up and dispatched from thence to Europe in October; on her 
we loaded 300 tonns of saltpetre. 30 tons of redwood, her St. 
Helena stores and compleated her tonnage with bales. By youi 
[sic] putting that quantity of saltpetre on board the Hardwick 
the President and Council at Fort St. George will have it in 
their power to take out such a part thereof as will be sufficient 
to leave room for their bales which we hope will prevent too 
long a detention of that ship on the Coast, and furnish the 
gentlemen there with saltpetre for their own use. 

4. The York was consigned to the Chief and Council at 
Tellicherry agreeable to what we informed Your Honours in 
our advices of last season from whence she was dispatched 
on the 26th February. 

5. We daily expect the I-ondon and Anson from Bombay 
with loadings of cotton on your account which will we flatter 
make the detention of those ships in India turn out rather 
a profit than a loss to Your Honours as cotton is at present 
in great demand here. 


6. By private advices we learn that the Drake, Capt, Fisher, 
sailed from Batavia for Canton the 28th May, and the Holder- 
ness, Capt. Court, for Limpo on the 2nd June and that the 
Prince George, Capt. Joddril, was at Batavia on the 30th June 
for China who gave an account of Capt. Norway’s being at 
Fort Marlborough. 

7. Mr. Pigot and his Council transmitted the packett per 
Khoda under our address with a letter dated the 21st June in 
which they judged (from the latitude given us by Your 
Honours to compleat the toimage of your ships with a large 
proportion of saltpetre) they should be able to return two 
ships for Europe in September and for that purpose requested 
if it met with our approbation that we would divide our bales 
equally on two ships and compleat the tonnage of both with 
saltpetre consigned to them that they might take out as 
much as would make room for their own bales which they 
apprehended would not exceed two hundred tonns. 
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Sf., v» '■*sr ) i< 'K -usr:: hrivinj: pt-rmillcti us to r-cU your woollen 
• v;;. tjv’ ;:*.Vfu'<r v/l * n our luarlcels ate so bad as 

n< *. ’.o T.div.i',*. i'i asi n^sv.MK'c w<* shall ourselves in future 

.>■,4::/ r ,.hh- •.£> •,};!• • d.n :j:-; hul V“Ur Honours may rest 
v.-.- iV.all t:s<’ o* thi; hh‘'rt;. with the utmost 

c. uv.cj', ;-,;vn j'.vv» ; jni'. fUiV .iiords uu under an advance of 
}*•"; < I n'.. i - v.-<- fmd it inuiraclicablc to procure that 
pr.r. tv.i: Iv. ;: < no.-avf'urs ti p:omot(! your sales on the loth 
Xov«';nh'‘r shall ht- en'.ployetS. 

IV. Kr.clo:( d v.<- Idu'wise trnnsmitt Your Ilnnoui-s an abstract 
:.\U’h r.o-ods as now remain in the import warehouse. 


!?;. On the Idih March wc ton!; into consideration the 
prowMon oi (nn :nvt; tnn.n*. for this .«e.'.p.on when the Board 
were un.'inur.nus in tlanr opinion t!ial the method of making 
our nurc'tas.es at ih.e aunmj;;; themrclvc" should bo continued 
ar.d ;:S at t';,)t « ;;: ly : -*:.:'on of the yc.ar we miitht e.vpect the 
prir**:, of (-ver-* k.ind of chUh svould be considerably cheaper 
tijan in ‘’no:’'.* mnntln-. v.‘hi-n other rhiropean;; are making their 
nur'haM'-;'. v.-e directed the Export Warchou.so Keeper to write 
to tiic r.omastahs at the aurung.s to continue buying with- 
out waiting till th.eir accounts for t!ic last year were adjusted 
which we find notwithstanding our eagerness to liavo them 
rcttlciS soon cannot he effected until about the months of 
August or September. 


in. Omiclumd and oilier Patna merchants addressed us on 
the r»lh May to acquaint us of their having given orders for 
the provision of such spccic.s of Patna goods as Your Honours 
had indented for as well as several other sorlmcnts which you 
had never yet received but that a few days before they had 
received leltens from their correspondents informing them that 
the prices of cotton, rice etc. was now extravagantly dear at 
Patna on which account they should be obliged to give out. 
their putlun at nn advance in order to have the cloth equal to 
what they had delivered us last year which they hoped we 
would consider of wlien we prized the goods they should deliver 
into our cottah this season to which we made the following 
reply that we should lake no cloth inferior to what we sent 
liomc last year but that in case we had certain intelligence of 
the price of cotton and provisions being much dearer we would 
.allow them a suitable advance on their goods. 
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10. Tn our letter per Montford under the established heads, 
we advised Your Honours- that we had directed the Warehouse- 
Keepers to give proper notice at the sale we made on the 18th 
Novr. of woollen goods that we should forbear making another 
sale of that article during the space of six months from the- 
period which we accordingly complyed with but upon the- 
expiration of the limit we advertised an outcry of wollen goods 
for the 19th June on which day we agreed to put them up, . 
that we might have a tryal before the arrival of the ships of 
this season. 

11. We met accordingly on the 19th June to put our woollen 
goods up to sale, but having learned by private letters that 
Yo\xt Honours proposed to consign us but three ships this .year 
and in all probability 'but a small quantity of woollen goods, 
being likewise well informed that the Bombay Castle was- 
arrived on the Coast by which ship we had reason to believe 
we should receive some advices to guide us in this branch nf • 
your affairs, and as we might expect your directions hereon 
every hour by some of our country shipping returning from 
the Coast, we agreed to deferr the sales till the 30th of that 
month, when we again deferred it till that day fortnight as we 
had not then received any letter from Your Honours and the 
same reasons still subsisted as before. 

12. In the interim we were honoured with your commands 
of the 29th November by which we observed there were but. 
three hundred and thirty bales of woollen goods intended for- 
our settlement, and as we were in hopes the notice of so small 
a supply might induce the purchasers of broad cloth to bid 
with more spirit at our sales, we agreed to prolong the time- 
of sale to the 20th August, that those buyers who live at a 
distance might have timely notice. We likewise wrote tne 
gentlemen at Cossimbuzar to acquaint such purchasers of 
woollen goods as resided at Muxadavad how small a quantity 
would be consigned us this season and the day we had fixed 
upon for our sale. 

13. On the 20th August we put our woollen goods up at 
outcry at an advance of 15 per cent as usual and had the- 
satisfaction to dispose of several sortments to the amoimt of 

CRs. [ ]. But as there was some articles for which there 

were no bidders we have agreed to defer a further tryal to- 
the 15th Nov. of which publick notice has been given as usuaL 
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referred; the quantity of cloth purchased and ready at the 
f-cvcrall aurungs is as follows viz., 


S;mttpnrc ... 
Kerrpov 

IQ 

:h August .... 
Do 


Hurron 

iS 

Do 

8767JL 

Harnpaul 

27 

Do . • . • 

266!! 

Domrea Colley. . 

>3 

Do .... 

I 974 i 

Hanyall 

13th July 


Buddnll 


Do 

3454 



QT Aiimis'f .... 

...... .22910 



- ^ - 

Do 

....... 2267U 

r . - - 

Ramaporc 

^ 

»3 

Do .... 

470 

Gollacorc 


Do 

2905 

Soonaniopkv. . . , 

. QnH 

Dn 

^AJA 

Calcuiu 

3'isi July 

35S0J 

Cnwpnrn 

Qyffh Ainv 









76748 

of which 8801 

pieces are arrived in 

warehouse 

and 15005 


pieces on the way down from Malda. 

2‘t. Your Honoure will obser\'c by our Consultations of the 
Isl April that the business af severall of our aurungs was 
slopped by the Burdawan Rajah^ on pretences of his houses 
and elTccts in Calcutta being sealed by the Mayor’s Court upon 
a complaint lodged there by Mr. John Wood against Ramjeebon 
Cubbarage, the said rajah’s gomastah; as a stop of this kind 
would liave subjected our business to great inconveniencics 
had we remained quiet we determined to make an application 
to the Nabob immediately from hence, wherein we represented 
to him that the rajah had been guilty of great insolence in 
stopping the business transacted in his province without a 
license from him, that a proceeding of this kind was extreamly 
unwarrantable and contrary to the immunities granted Your 
Honours by the royall phirmaund, that we should therefore 
insist upon a proper reprimand being sent the rajah and the 
usual currency given to our affairs at the aurungs situated in 
his jurisdiction. We have the satisfaction to acquaint Your 
Honours this application met with a favourable reception and 
produced a perwannah from the Nabob for the clearance of 



LETTER TO COURT 


*908 

take care to make such gomastahs find very able securitys, we- 
-do not apprehend Your Honours run any material risque. 

17. Inclosed in the Hardwick’s packett we transmitted Your 
Jlonours an account current of the aurungs at which we em- 
jploy gomastahs as well as one general account of all the 
aurungs made up to the 23rd February for your observation 
with the particulars of the ballances specified under their 
respective heads. The amount in ready money CRs. 17912-12 
was chiefly sent up to the aurungs in December and January 
.^nd the gomastahs had not time to invest the same when their 
accounts were closed in February and of the sum of CRs. 
30993-4-9 which was then outstanding among the delols and 
weavers CRs. 3880-6-9 had since been collected. 

18. We shall give Your Honours a particular account of 
'the state of your aurungs by the letter under the established 
heads when we shall be able to judge of the purchases made 
--and remains of money and goods to which we beg leave to be 
lef erred. 

The quantity of cloth purchased and ready at the aurungs 
;is as follows: 
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the works carrying on at Panin’s Point jointly with Mr. Plais- 
tcd. In his room we appointed Mr. Francis Vassmer Sub- 
Sccrelary and Military Pay Master upon his being recommend- 
ed by the Secretary as a capable and diligent assistant. 

31. Mr. Charles Manningham desires leave to return Your 
Honours his most humble thanks for the favour shewn him in 
the 92nd paragraph of your letter under date the 31st January 
1755 assuring Your Honours he shall always endeavour to pre- 
serve the good opinion you have entertained of his abilities by 
his exerting himself for your interest. 

32. Mr. John Zephaniah Holwcll likewise returns your 
Honour.^ thanks for the favours conferred on him in your letter 
by the Eastcourt witli his assurances that he will to the utmost 
of his power and capacity study to meritt the continuance of 
your approval as long as he has the honour of your service 
but that as his health has lately been much impaired he further 
(in obedience to Your Honours’ standing order in the 66 th 
paragraph of your Generali Letter under date tJie 24th January 
1753) begs leave to intimate his intentions of leaving India 
sometime in September 1756, provided his private affairs and 
concerns outstanding enable him possibly to put sueh his in- 
tentions in execution. 

33. We have directed all our servants above the rank of 
writers to attend the cottah every cottah day in order to acquire 
a knowledge of the investment. 

34. Upon taking into consideration the paragraph of your 
commands per Eastcourt we stationed Mr. Matthew Collett 
second of Council at Cossimbuzar and filled up the vacancy at 
the Board occasioned by Mr. Cruttenden’s dismission with Mr. 
Nicliolas Clerembault whom we continued Chief at Dacca. 

35. The alteration of the posts at the Board by the above 
appointment were regulated in the following manner: 

Mr. Richard Becher — ^Accomptant 

Mr. Paul Richard Pearkes — ^Import Warehouse Keeper’ 

Mr. Frankland — ^Buxey 

Mr. William Mackett — Store-keeper 

Mr. Edward Eyre — ^Military Store-keeper 
125 D of A 
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Mr Richd. Bcchor . 
Mr P.R. Pcarkcs 
Mr Wm. Frankland . 
Mr Win. Mackctt . 
Mr Edwd Eyre 


Accomptant 

Import Warehouse Keeper 

Buxey 

Storekeeper 

Military Storekeeper 


By wlncn means the post of Collector of the Consulage and 
Register of Dusticks becoming vacant we joined them together 
on account of their connection and were conferred on Mr. 
Thos. Coales, and Mr. Frankland being appointed upon the 
Committee of Warehouse, Mr. Nathan Drake was nominated 
Deputy Export Warehouse Keeper upon the recommendation 
of Mr. Manningham. 


23. The several committees appointed by Your Honours* 
commands per Eastcourt have been constituted by the Board 
and will take particular care to put your orders and instruc- 
tions in execution. 


24. We have duly transmitted to the several subordinates 
such parts of your commands per Eastcourt as relate to their 
respective factorys, and have strenuously recommended it to 
them to pay due observance to those orders and apply them- 
selves to an assiduous discharge of their duty to their employ- - 
•ers now in order to reinstate themselves in Your Honours* good 
opinion. 

25. Mr. Wm. Rider being arrived was put upon the line of 
servants in the rank he held before he left India for his health 
pursuant to your orders and is stationed an assistant in the 
Cutcherxy. 

26. Mr. Henry Kelsall reported the dispatch of the Hard- 
wick from Ingelie on the 21st instant and as the President and 
Council at Port St. George have informed us by the Duke of 
Dorset that they shall have a loading of bales sufficient for one 
whole ship in January we shall consign them one for that pur- 
pose the latter end of December, and by sending one to fill up 
with pepper at Port Marlborough we are in great hopes it will ^ 
be ill our power to return all Your Honours* ships to Europe 
this season which will give us a sensible satisfaction. However 
■should it be necessary to detain any one in India we shall do 
■our utmost to employ her so as to save her demurage at least. 
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Un the September to the Hon. Roger Drake 
Esquire account Paul Philip Colier for 
CRs. three hundred fifty five, nine 
nnnaes (355-9) jjayable io Messrs 
Stephen and Lewis Teissier @ 2/3 is £St. 40 

On ditto to Captain John Samson for CRs. 
thirty five thousand five hundred fifty 
five, eiglit annaes and six pice 
(35555-8-6) payable to John Hallett 
Esqr. is £St. 4000 

On ditto to Peter Amyatt account Samuel 
Waller for CRs. two hundred twenty 
two, three annaes and six pice 
(220-3-6) [sic] payable to Charles Waller 
Esqr. is £St, 25 

On the oth ditto to John Zephaniah Holwell 
account Richard Starke Esqr. for CRs. 
six thousand and forty four, seven 
annaes (6044-7) payable to John Starke 
Esqr. is £St. 680 

•On the 8th September to Messrs Mannin- 
gham and Frankland account Charles 
Floyer for CRs. two thousand three 
hundred twenty four, five annaes and 
nine pice (2324-5-9) payable to Charles 
Floyer Esqr. @ 2/3 is £St. 261-9-lG 

On ditto to ditto ditto account Robert Sloper 
of Fort St. David’s for CRs. two 
thousand and sixty two, nine annaes 
(2062-9) payable to John Turner Esqr. 

@ 2/3 is £St. 237-4 

On ditto to ditto ditto account James Barton 
for CRs. nine thousand five hundred 
seventy five, four annaes and three pice 
(9575-4-3) payable to James Barton @ 

2/3 is £St. 1077-4-4 

On ditto to ditto ditto account Solomon 

Franco for CRs. fifteen thousand two 
hundred and six pice (15200-0-6) payable 
to Solomon Franco @ 2/3 is £St. 1710-1-0 
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On ditto to Messrs. Manningham and 
Frankland account George Temple for 
CRs. five thousand and seventy eight, 
four annaes and nine pice (5078-4-9) 
payable to Mr. George Temple of 
Tower Street @ 2/3 is 

On the 8th September to Messrs. Mackett 
and Amyatt for CRs. four thousand six 
hundred eighty one, seven annaes and 
six pice (4681-7-6) payable to David 
Fyndlay Esqr. @ 2/3 is 

On ditto to William Fullerton for CRs. nine 
thousand three hundred thirty three, 
five annaes and three pice (9333-5-3) 
payable to Mr. John Gay @ 2/3 is 

On ditto to ditto for CRs. seven thousand 
six hundred eighty two and one annae 
(7682-1) payable to James Killpatrick 
@ 2/3 is 

On ditto to George Gray and William 
Fullerton for CRs. six hundred and 
ninety one, three annaes and three pice 
(691-3-3) payable to Henry Allan @2/3 


On ditto to William Fullerton for CRs. 
thi’ee thousand three hundred' twenty 
five and six annaes (3325-6) payable 
to Gostlin and Bennett @ 2/3 is 

On ditto to William Dumbleton for CRs. 
four hundred forty four and seven 
annaes (444-7) payable to James 
Vaston and Edward Baker @ 2/3 is 

On ditto to William Nixon being the full 
return of one chest coral marked IFO 
No. 45 importedi per Durrington for 
CRs. seven thousand and twenty 
three, four annaes and nine pice 
(7023-4-9) payable to Mr. Solomon 
Franco @ 2/3 is 
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£St. 571-6-2 


£St. 526-13-3 


£St. 1050 


£St. 864-4-7 


£St. 77-15-2 


£St. 374-2-i 


£St. 50 


£St. 790-2-5 
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44. We have laden on this ship sundry goods and merchan- 
dize consigned to the President and Council of Fort St. George 
as per abstract of her invoice enclosed araoimting to CRs. 
574700. 

45. We have likewise laden on her the stores designed for 
your island of St. Hellena amounting to CRs. 1076-8. 

46. We wish her a safe and speedy passage to Your Honours 
and are with the greatest respect. 

May it please Your Honours 

Your most faithfull and most obedient humble servants, 

Roger Drake Junr./C. Manningham/Richd. Becher/Paul 
Richard Pearkes/W. Frankland/M. Collett/J, Z. Holwell/W. 
Mackett/Edward Eyre. 

Fort William, 

11th September, 1755. 

(Ref. Copies of records obtained from India Office, Letters 
to Court, Vol. 4, 1755-57, pp. 12-31. 

Para. 26 published in W’ilson’s Old Fort William Vol. II, p. 

21 .) 
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LETTER DATED 28 SEPTEMBER 1755 

Shipping matters — small consignment of woollen goods 
received — statement of purchases at several aurangs — a par- 
wana received from the Nawab for clearance of the business 
in Rurdwan, 

'JpO •'^16 Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the 
Hon’ble United Company of Merchants of England Trading 
to the East Indies. 

May it please Your Honours 

1. We addressed Your Honours by the Hardwick on the 11th 
instant and there 'being a vessel bound to the Gulph of Persia 
we shall make use of the opportunity to transmit Your Honours 
via Aleppo the most material parts of that letter pursuant to 
your directions. 
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0. Having taken this letter of the President and Council 
of Fort St. George into consideration wo replyed thereto on 
the Mth July and advised them that in consequence of what 
they had wrote wo should .send them the first ship we had 
in readiness with 300 tonns of saltpetre, 30 tons of redwood 
and the remainder of her tonnage in bales, that v."e could not 
acquiesce with their proposals for sending up two ships in 
Sept, to be filled up at their Presidency as Your Honours had 
recommended it to u.s to dispatch home on early ship or two 
directly from hence and the small quantity of bales they were 
likely to have would lay us under a necessity of loading 
almo.sl four fifths of each ship from this place and by that 
means put it out of our power to comply with Your Honours’ 
dircetions. 

3. In that letter wo intimated to the President and Council 
of Fort St. George that we were in hopes from the small num- 
ber of .‘^hips destined this year for the Coast and Bay we should 
have it in our power (in concert with them and the expecta- 
tion we had of Governor Bourchier and his Council assisting 
us with filling up one ship at least) to free Your Honours en- 
tirely of the heavy burden of ships now remaining in India 
as well os those expected this season, especially as we were 
permitted to lade a large proportion of salt petre on each 
ship. We therefore requested they would inform as soon as 
possible what quantity of bales they should have in readiness 
by January and whether they would chuse one or two ships 
to be sent them from hence in that month to be filled up and 
returned to Europe. Here we beg leave to acquaint Your 
Honours that we cannot tax ourselves with supineness in not 
giving the earliest advices to the gentlemen at Madras and 
Bombay after receiving any intelligence of the number of 
ships allotted to proceed hither when we were at a certainty 
how many we could provide for with cargoes for Europe and 
beg leave to be referred to our Consultations of the years 
1753 and 1754 and collections of letters sent those years for 
the truth of what we r.ow alledge wherein it will appear that 
so early as the 25th May and the 10th of Oct. 1755 we address- 
ed the Presidencys of Madras and Bombay acquainting them 
of the amount of tonnage we could supply, and desired to 
know how far they could assist in employing to the best ad- 
vantage SUCH ships as were to remain in India that season to 
which purpose we likewise addressed those Presidencys on 
the 19th March and 2nd November 1754. 
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14. Your Honours having permitted us to sell our woollen 
goods at invoice prices, when our markets were so bad as not 
to admit of an advance, we shall guide ourselves in future 
agreeable to those directions. But Your Honours may rest 
assured we shall make use of this liberty with the utmost caution 
and never put our goods up under an advanee of 15 per" cent 

unless w’o find it impracticable to procure that price. Our best 
endeavours to promote your sale on the 15th November shall 
be employed. 

15. On the lOlh Mai'ch v/c took into consideration the pro- 
vision of our investment for this season, w^hen the Board ware 
unanimous of opinion that the method of making our purchases 
at the aurungs themselves should be continued and as at that 
early season of the year w'o must expact the prices of every 
kind of cloth w’ould be considerably cheaper than in those 
months when other Europeans are making their purchases, 
we directed the Export Warehouse Keepers to write to the 
gomastahs at all the aurungs to continue buying without 
waiting till their accounts for the last year were adjusted, 
which we find, notwithstanding our eagerness to have them 
settled soon, cannot be oilectcd till about the months of August 
and September. 

16. It is with the greatest satisfaction we observe Your- 
Honours approve of our dismissing our late dadney merchants 
and in general of the plan we have pursued in the provision 
of our investment at this Presidency to which we can -assure 
Your Honours we have given the strictest attention and have 
taken every precaution in our power to prevent your estate 
from being embezzled by those we have employed as gomas- 
tahs or incurring loss by bad debts from delols or weavers. 
And it is with pleasure we find our care had hitherto been 
attended with as much success as could be expected from it.. 
We shall continue our utmost endeavours to prevent your being, 
any sufferers by trusting our gomastahs with as little money 
at a time as possible. But it is not practicable to confine our- 
selves to so small a sum as twenty thousand rupees at those 
aurungs which are at any great distance from Calcutta as it 
would be a prodigious disadvantage to the purchases made at 
those aurungs for reasons already given upon the face of our 
Consultations. As we never send any supplies of money till 
advices are received that the greatest part of what they had. 
in hand before is invested and the cloth come in and always- 
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of which 8801 pieces are arrived in warehouse and 15005 pieces- 
are on the way down from Maulda. 

19. The business at our aurungs was stopped by the Burda- 
wan Rajah on pretence of his house and effects in Calcutta 
being sealed by the Mayor’s Court upon a complaint lodged: 
by Mr. John Wood against Bamjebon Cubbarge the said rajah’s- 
gomastah. As a stop of this kind would have subjected our 
business to great inconveniences, had we remained quiet, we- 
determined to make an application to the Nabob immediately 
from hence, wherein we represented to him that the rajah had 
been guilty of great insolence in stopping the business trans- 
acted in this province without a licence from him, that a pro- 
ceeding of this kind was extreamly unwarrantable and con- 
trary to the immunities granted Your Honours by the royal 
phirmaund, that we should therefore insist upon a proper 
reprimand being sent the rajah and the usual currency given, 
to our affairs at the aurungs situated in his jurisdiction. We* 
h.Hve the pleasure to acquaint Your Honours this application 
met with a favourable reception and produced a perwarmah 
from the Nabob for the clearance of our business and strong- 
reprimand to the rajah for acting in the manner he did by his^ 
own authority. 

20. Upon receipt of your orders of the 29th November 1754- 
we appointed Mr. Charles O’Hara an assistant engineer and 
shall allow him the same salary as the gentlemen at the Coast 
give their assistant engineers. He has our orders to overlook: 
the works carrying on at Perrin’s Point jointly with Mr. 
Plaisted. In his room we have appointed Mr. Frans. Vasmer 
Sub Secretary and Military Pay Master upon his being recom- 
mended by the Secretary as a capable and diligent assistant. 

21. Upon taking into consideration the 62 paragraph of your- 
commands per Eastcourt we stationed Mr. Matw. Collett second. 
of Council at Cossimbuzar and filled up the vacancy at the Board, 
occasioned by Mr. Cruttenden’s dismission with Mr. Nichs.. 
Clerembault whom we still continue Chief at Dacca. 

22. The alteration of the posts at the Board by the above- 
.appointment were regulated in the followinff .manner. 



